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A STATEMEMNT REGARDING QWO
as of October 1988

While I was gathering the inform-
ation that would go into the first is-
sue of my magazine I saw the word Ovo
in a magazine on a bookstore shelf. 1
decided to use thakt because T liked
the sound of itt. Since then I have
found out that in some languages owvo
means egg. To distinguish my OVO from
any other project with that name it is
always writen in capital letters. OVO
ig a continuation of a project that
began in 1979, :

OVO exists bto explore the possi-
bilities of free information. to pro-
vide a forum for my work, and to draw
abttention bto other people's projects.

Reproduction, Ctranslation. adapt-
ion and alteralbion of OVO is premited
and encouraged, with or without .
crediting the source or contacting OVO.
Each issue of OVO is designed to be
colored, cut., folded, or somehow
manipulated Inte a new objeck.

There is no schedule for publica-
tion. New issues will be released as
there is a proper amount of money,
Lime and information te publish. Therae
will be at least one issue each vear
this project continues. OQV0 is alwayvs
free to prisoners of the state or
psychiatric hospitals. OVO is some-.. ..
times avaliable in exchange for other
projects, cash, postal money orders, ..
unused pnstaga stamps or TRCs. .

ovo0502



OVO NUMBER FIVE

This is the last issue of OVO that will attempt to explain the
antire project. Future issues will not include the Statement,
‘instructions on ovoglyph or other basic elements of OVO. That
information will be avaliable in pamphlets in file folders. As new
information is released it can be added to the folder, For a current
copy of the OVO file send a large self addressed stamped
envelope or IRCS.

Please read the description of OVO issua number seven. If you
can make any suggestions or contributions along these lines
please do. Betwaan now and its publication in October of 1989
thera will be a smaller issue avaliable only in Knoxville.

Much thanks and love to those who have helped ma with this
issue. Your correspondance, phone calls and company has
helped me survive very dark timas.

THE 178
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, This magazine was first printed in
[ovember of 1988 in an edition of 300

icopies. Once all of those had been mail-
d away, a second edition of 20 copies

(with a few smell changes) was printed in
i'March of 1989. This edition has been pro-§
iduced by GREY AREA and is being printed :

from the master sheets.

: The original format for OVO was +to
'reprint everything each time, correcting

»mistakes and adding new material until it
i became a book-sized explanation of every-
Ithing that is OVOQ. For economic reasons
| this idea was abandoned in favor of primt- |

ing new material each time and making 3
~certain basic concepts of OVO (such as the |
statement and ovoglyph) avaliable in sep- |
erate flyers and booklets, mailed in =a
©loose folder to which future OVO publica-
tions can be added. This new format will
begin with issue number seven.

& Please look over the description of
£ OVO number seven in this issue. Any con-
tributions you could make along these
lines would be appreciated. As of this i

- Writing there are over 50 pages collected. B

e Thanks to GREY AREA for printing

" this UK edition of (VO. ZFor additional

B copies of OVO and for .their publications,
fl write them at Box X Rainbow Centre, 180

| Mansfield Road, Nottingham England. TFor |
corespondance with myself write Box 23061, §
Knoxville Tennessee, 37933-1061 USA. :
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TORONTO

1 e I“.:l.l'.l!

b lett Knosville very early Friday moring on i July, 1988, 10 g ko
Toranlo tor the anarchist cantarence | had bieen reading about lar e
past iow months. I'd never been aul of the country belorg and had rover
HHUthdﬂImﬂﬂiHHHEm51gmnﬂﬁﬂn.1hm,cﬂﬂmﬂhilWﬂhlhﬂ|ﬂﬂlHHlH|
hauu;:uhuncelnrnen1snnuapnﬂpmItjnecm1mqundswﬂﬂanunughahu
mail for the first ime made the whole 1rp guite exciting, | aiso winted o
mahe some new riends 1o lessen 1he loneliness ' bean feckhng lor Hie
pask year

ImnmrmﬂJ&Hhuwayh}Pumhmgjh:nMrLMphdwcm1Hmmymu
and Toronto, The second leg of (he jourmney was i lillle mone iense,
hecause instead of heeding the advice of the “survival gathonng®
prganizers and mailing my lileralure ahcead early | had it in my pack wilh
mya Thers was a chance I'd be lurmed away al Cuslom:s Lt il by did was
ask how long | was slaying and why 1 was there {faur days and 10 visi
friends, respectively.. anly the former twimed oul 1o be a kel

By 11:00 | had arrived in Toronto. The cool breeze and 70 dogres
weathar were a welcome change lrem lhe helhsh climata ol home, |
waited for a long time al the wicng bus slop 10 catch a ride downlown,
|htnlﬂuvudnnlheiher@nlsuwiHﬂhnnlgu1mrhennneulmaﬁnnIHHWil
manwnnnMHM1nmhawhumﬂmﬂuanmhennnnwhhmnghmrIgaummu
they were there far the gathering. | was (oo shy 1o just go up and ask
them <o 1 pullad the lyer for he gathenng out and read il in such a way
Ihat they were sure lo see it. They did and soon L mel Tom and Jocy
Jogy used 1o live in Tennessoc as I do although | cannol rémoimber
where, We had also been on the same plane trom Pillsburg bl Bl
made conlacl, We made plans to get logelher al the end ol 1ha
conferenoe 1o catch the same relurn flight.

We rode the bus 1o a hotel wilhin waking distance ol W Chierech
Strect Communily Cemer (or Canlie, as oul neighbors to the Morth Say).
There isn't much of a public ransportation system i Kroxville S0 wis
somathing of a treal for me and gave me a goodl view of the cily. There
was politically oriented graffili and wall muraks all over the place, anothie
dillerence between there and home.

Ones we reached the holel we gol oul, prienicd ourselves  will i
map we had, ard slarled walking. Thal wralk was a lol like Dorolhy"s trip 1o
Oz every lew blocks we would mcel somaeone that either Jogy or 1om
krow of wiha asked us il we wera here for the conlerence. L H TR TS
we gol 1o the Communily Cenler ihere wire ten or 50 ol us, including
Maomi (who | spoke 10 every Now ancd Then aver e whole weekent).

Il was easy o el when we had reachod our glastination evers witlioul
Hﬁ?maphﬁﬁHnEnHmburﬂfmnmEhﬂnmﬁgﬂmlhhﬁnLThbﬂmvimnnﬂ
Hie oulside | saw said thal members of the media, police, and ROP wore
mot welcome and would be escorted oul il they came in. There was ilso a
restriclion on tape recorders and cameras, which | found undanunate bul
undarstandable.
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there wasn'l much along the lines of registration for the evert, There
was an oplional mailing list and a box for donalions but that was all, A man
named Ken asked everyone [rem out of fown it they had a place {0 slay
and when | sald | didn't he got one for me and 2 map on how o gel there.
| didn’t want ta go 1o any workshops for a while, jus! walk around and '
ael lamifiar with the building and the people who were there, Mow | wish
I'd gene 1o one or two, like People of Color, Anarchism and Military
Slrateqy, Anarchism aned Christianity, Symbolism and Propaganda, AIDS.
lechnology, Securily. .. of course there wouldn't have been time togelo
all ol these so I'm looking loreard 1o reading what happoned. There wero
nho1mn53ndwkmuhmusahmwnhnhetmsem%mtharhﬂmmuiemnuw.
| wandered around for hours, meeling up with old friends from Hal=igh
and Allanta and making a couple of now acquainiances (though not
nearly enough — I was somewhat ill at eazse around o many peopia | didn't
know al thal point and didm't do the sociafization I should have). The cool
wealher made it easy lo just 2 on the grass in back of the Cenler and
wilch the tountain, Lhe sky, the people. There was a ol of body art thera:
lalloos, pierced noses and ears, and hair in every color (green seems fo
b in this year). '
By 4:00 | was ready o go 1o a workshop. Among lols of choices
lincluding Youth Liberation & Resistance 1o Psychialry) | picked Atheist
v5. Spirilualist Perspeclives, The lecal anarchist aroup, The Allernative,
had a discussion on this that | missed so | wanted 1o catch this ans, |
The person who was 1o have lacilitated this discussion wa snl thore 5o
 man named Mobyn did. He decided 1o just open the tafk up and 21 us afl |
thecicte where it went rather than making a presentation.
The alheisis wore able 1o express their ideas and viows better than the
noias, although they spoke much less. They were decidedly the
minorily there.  Alheism was defined as being against the impulse 1o
belreva in he Iranscendent. An imparlan] point [hat one of the atheisis (1 .
Hink) brought vp when having a dialogue with a pagan who spoke of Y
hiature and natural religions was that the idea ol "nalure” was
ethnocenliic, nol universal, Ben from San Francisco =aid non-a’'s "keep
cembaling that gad thing that's nipping at their heels... il's your shadow, {
man, s your shadow. In the evening that shadow is bong and scary but at .
neon ils okay. Just walch out for the burn, man, that's all 've got fo say.”
The non-a’s had a hard time presenting their perspaective. Most who
tricd ended up saying they had experences thal made their faith regl to
them and that was enough, Thare were pagans, agnostics, magickians
(alvays adamant aboul that exira K), undecided. and even S0Mme
chinstians. Soma non-a's broughl oul thal there are belisf syslems lhat do
lumhﬁwnauﬁmﬁnusatme|annnHu5madin:usun[hcpnhnﬂknabmﬁns
ol humans and ways of interacting with other e, which | was glad 1o have
nul. Some non-a's, however, did belong 1o authoritanian religions, which |
lound oul of place at an anarchist gathering. One pagan addrassed (he
atheists this way: “Il's AEAL bul you don't know it and wrlil you kncw it
yeu canrol question (517 being his experiences with the unseen,
EuEHunﬂyﬁwaﬁdeﬁncuasthﬂlenuhcyﬂnunuhalyﬁueﬂﬂ_nnlnucuﬁgnﬁw
N eneatmler wilh higher forces but also the intuitive leap or sudden
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revelalion. When a chastian (| think) said that we veere all 1o st 1o paay
10 the thunder god, Keith of 5.F. said no, he was smarl enowgh lo pray 1o
the thunder god.

| degdr't say anything

Some issues that weran'l addressed or developod Lo my salisfaclion
wiero: are morals and religion alkays egether? 15 authonly an inhorent
partt of religion? why are some religions acceplaed in the allemative
coemmunily and alhers noly what proof is there lor & pagan iradifion? And
ane fimal nole. ., 100 many non-a's were apalogatic aboul their belicfs

Adienwards | 1alked brielly 10 Ben and Keilh and a fow others who had
mada an imprassion on me, Than | lay oul in 1he shade behind the
Cener, lalking some but mestly listening and watching people. The
fountain was turned on so people were playing in il | wendered if (his was
Ihat the sixlies were lika. Also, sometime during this period | meat Mike of
Rensalaer for the first time after being correspondents lor arcund six
years.

1 ma1 up with Susan, An, Mike, Laura, and others of the Raleigh/Atiania
bunch, We had a small private exhibition of physical skills, including lace
making and Emb dislortion, Soon we were shooed away from the closing
Center and towards the banquet.

The banquel was held a lew miles away bul Toronlo s so llal and the
wealhor was so nice no one minded walking. There seemed 1o be even
maorg people al iho bangued than al the conferenca. | didn't want 1o wail in
line wnlil they starled giving out food so | sat and walched Iwo
Philadelpians, Paradox and Piller Pallar, play with the children from the
housos around the banguet hall. But when | saw someone walk by with a
plate FULL of great looking food | hopped in ling with cvoryons elsa.
Laura was there, 50 we lalked for a while. The line never really secmed 1o
move and we were both getling very hunary, so she went inside 1o
change and found a friend who could guide us fo a restaurant. Eventually
evaryone got a full plate at the banqued sa il would have been worth the
wail. Bul we werea impatient.

Her friend gave us a walking tour of Toronlo, all [he way 1o what he said
was one of the cily's fve chinalowns. Thiz was the first ime 1'd ever been
in a chinese restaurant catering mosltly o chinese so | was glad 1o have
hin‘:i there 10 read the mem) and help us order and not commil social
gallas.

When we got back to the banquet there were siill a lol ol people
waiting. At this point it was dark and | was eager Lo find someons who was
staying at the same place | was 1o walk thore with. | didil knew who 1o ask,
When 1 asked Keith if he knew anyona going to the warehouse he yelled
the same queslion oul for me lo the crowd. Thal got a group of us
tagather. A couple ol cop cars cama screaming in al 1hat poirt bul not for
us. We heard there was a fight mearby,

We walked and walked and walked the whole length of e city {or at
least the length of the map) to get 1o the warchousa. Most of the people
1hore wera fram Philly, 5o | got 1o meest a lof of people who already knew
each other. The warehouse is the workshop for a theatrical company and
lroused giand props all over, including giant heads and bannais and a
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collin, making il quite a dream-Eke place 1o sleep. But sieep was hard 1o
comix by hal night fram the lights, the talking, and, fater, the snoning.

On Sunday | slept right through a healing ceremony, Fevolutionary
Anarchist Socialism, Pagan Spiriluality, Relating, and Aclivism & Art. By
the lime | got to the Cenler | had decided to go 1o Laving Allernalives
ooeer Subwersiee Ards and Sgualling.

Ihe lalk was facililaled by people irom a support group lor [
polylidelions lovers, They talked about how Ihey lound each oiher and
decided to go against the norm by having more than two people Inan
mlimate relalionship. They discovered it can indeed work, bul olhers who
spoke sald ihat when they lried 1o do the same thing il ended in disaster, t

From this the talk changed focus to the relafion between love and sex.
some (el thal love had to be a part of sex, some fell that the fwa should
be kept apart or that they were not always bound together. | think love
withoul sex was laken lor granled as an accepled and geod thing. We
atso talked aboul the dofinition of sex. We knew it was more than
penelration, more than an orgasm, bul as to whalt il was we weren'l sure.

A fellowr named Jefl turned the tak to loneliness for & while, | knew that
it somzone brought this up I'd lose contrel and start crying bul 1 wanted to
b there anyway. So when it happened | et go and didn't quil crying for a
couple howrs. Later | thanked Jell lor being brave enowgh 1o bring it eul
balore 1he group.

I'was oo upset 1o go o the next sel of lalks so | missed a talk on tha
upcoming Allama demecralic convention, disabilily rights, and dumpster
diving. | just wandered around, not sure if |'wanled 1o be alons or with
SOMTIE0MNE,

wWhen | was more calml opled ler 1he Prisons and Prisoners meeting
over ftadio ard Siralegies of Anaechism. This was a falk I'd been locking
Forwand 1o and [ got a lot oul of it The grealest asset to the group was that
there were men there who hiad been lo pison and survived who could
gives us @ view ol prisons we'd never had. A person asked them what was
thee most help thal someone culside could give 1o those inside and the
answer came guite easily for them all: do aopthing to lessen the
peychological isolation, especially visits and phane calls but also lollers. b
Wiite lelters withoul expecling a reply, as most prisoners cannol always
allord Lo wrile back. Be careful nol to 1alk about your freedom lo thase
who have had it 1aken away, as it leads 1o depression. Le! them know ;
they are mot forgolten.

Because the group started small we began by introducing curselves.
There wore ABC members trom all over the US and Canada, which |
lound lobe inspirational. Here we all were tegether, making plans lor how
e Barimg) o The wealls,

Soma ather important ideas: Frisons aren't for prisoners. Prisons, ke
Iz cleath penalty, are 1o keep EVERYBODY in line. Beware of “the trojan
hoise of violence,” about associaling violence with prisoners; because
hal's whal 1he slate does. || you should find yoursell inside, think o
braulilul things like the sunsst rather than dwelling on your emdronment.
Adnch o oet magazines inis o copy-rediece them and weile a lzior onthe
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Back {lhis makes them ook like SCrap pages ), Anclner mck s 1o b
rubber stamp of a book siore 1o pul on envelopes 1o make o AP
1 hava been mailed from thair place o purchase, a Fesfjuirerment dor mics
prisoners 1o get books,

There was some talk of how an anarciust socicly would work wally ant
social peaple hut nothing was resolved. Mosi agreed hal the best idog
was lo abolish the priscns, sot up anarchy, THEM worry abiout i1,

Everyone here had so much to sy Wi agreed o conlinue e tall 1
next day in the park where the DOA discussion wae 1o be held.

| Got 16 meel my pen-pal Christy tar the first lime at this 1alk. Wa nicve
Hat a chance to falk as much as | wanled bui she promisced she'd conme
visil some day,

From there | went with An of Halelgh and some others to a Jamaican il
think) restaurant acress town. They had goat rotis (a roti is kind ol likez &
Burrilo) but I'd decided 1o not eat meat for lhe: duration of the conleren;o
50 | had one with spinach and chick peas inslead. Vary good: Then |
wandered abiout urdil it was fime 1o sep the shows. | first wenl o the Silvier
Dallar where MOG ware playing bul because | didn'l have the frunil
unitorm | cidn'l el like I'd be accepled there. Also, Ihis was not an all-z e
show and | didn’t want ta go il everyone else couldn't. Inciead | werl to
the Siboney and sal oulside talking for a whilz. | missed the firz) barnd,
Imagine, which Bviryone said was very good, but | went in far the
Layabouls. Mo one asked for cash al the door so | just walked 10 1o [he
dance loor. [ listened on the sde for a while, them jsined in the dancing.
| noticed more and more people had their shids off so atter | had losi
myseld in the dancing anyway | jeined {hem. There were so many of 1s
and il was so nol that we all =lid anund on each other fram he swonl 'vo
naver felt anything like that beforo or since. dozens of bodies all maving
4Cross one another, some smoolh. some hairy, seme hard, some sofl, It
was wonderlul, By the end of the set | had a hard lime focising or
breathing because of exhaustion but | coukdmy leava: it 1efl so goodd
Finally we all hugoad and kissed and walked ey

There vas g Lop van outside but as far as | know no amrasls, Jdusi them
Hexing thair muscles and keeping labs on us, I suppose. | walked back 1o
he warchouse and fell asleep almos| fmmadiately.

By Sunday maining | had dene as much walking around in the ity il
I felt condident gnough {o walk alone to Kensinglen park wherg here
wora 1o be two big meetings and lots of smafer ones.

Lonce again ran inta the Haleigh crowd and joined them for bresakiast
& conul shop. Then back lo the park,

Fora while | just walked around and lalked 1o people, made some N
Iriends, gave oul my address 1o more and more people, and generally
‘networked®. [ was dillicull 1a gel Information about whal Was Qoing to
happen that day and when, although there was a poster on a wall lor
nofices. | just played it by ear like Bveryons else.

Tha first event that | participated in thal day was the conhinualion of the
Prisons and Prisoners talk from the day before, Al last | got 1o hear a litle
bit aboul psychiatric Prisons, something missing fram the day belore. '

BT R O e e e —
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kong wianled to know whal | coukl do te help those in memal haspitals but
never had any conlacts: now | do. Boog of Kansas also passed his slgn
L hel around so that we could all contact each othear lzler

Wi had to move the talk fo a more secluded area of the park due 1o the
music/noise coming Irom a group of people near where we began
speaking. Adler the 1alk | went back fowards that end of the park and tried
lo dind oul what olher discussions were 1o be held. Evertually | saw a
large group gather under a tree: this lumed oul o be the planning
meeling lor next year's gathering. Some suggestion included a few days
ol gemder-spesific evenls {men-only and women-only) befare the
gatherning, lergthening the duration of the gathering as long as possible,
not any aclivilies thal werent all-age, working with the community where it
was o lake place to el them know whal lo expect, a men-anly evenl of
some sort, and the possibility of holding at least part of the gathering
away from tho cily in a wild environment like the Bainbows do. San
Francisco beeama the host city and Philadelphia will host the planning
mechngs. Mike of Hensalaer said that there were some groups that didn’l
come to Toronio because they fell the planned day of aclion would
delract from the conlerence and generally not be productive, and that
\hose organizing the San Franclsco gathering should consider making
e DOA enlirely separate from the gathering if one were 1o be held at all.
Il was also dilficult to decide when to schedulo the gathering so that the
maximum number of people could attend... some tine when vacation
lime was easy 1o gel lor those who wark, yel when studem! wera aut of
scheol. The last work | heard was mid or lale June of 1989,

Ihen the discussion on Monday's DOA began, Unlil thal morning
lhere ware three planned actions: a “lunch-in® al Yorkville (a lormer
counter-cullure spol: now a *playground lor the rich”), a lopless action by
Ihe women, and a demensiration al the Japanese consulale in suppor of
Katsuhisa Omori {an anli-authorilarian prsoner on dealh row in Japan).
Hul by thal morning we had all heard at l2ast second-hand stories about
the downing of lhe Iranian air bus by a US qun ship. We were all =o
oulraged by 1his that is was decided the three olber aclions would ba [
oll and all our energy would be pul lowards a demonsiration al the US
embassy in Toronto,

| had vowed and repeated over and over during my time there that |
would not do anything o place mysell in jeopardy of getting aresied.
Though it seems loolish now, my main rezsons were | didn't want 1o have
1o change my airplane ticket and | didn't want 1o miss any days at work. .
Tha LS aclion looked like one that would rasult in amests, so | left thal tak |
sl waked around for a while. | met up with Ben and lokd him | was lecling
antsy, that | wasn'l used 1o slaying in lhe same place all day. He told me to
pretend | was in a lol of difierent places. So | began te pay mere altention
lo the diterent areas of the park... the discussion in one area, the hands
gelling ready in another, the people playing frishee over there, elc. | saw
a Psychic Yauth then but didmn’ talk to him, for no paricular reason.

I ended up back at the DOA lalk. The wind was up and with no walls 10 |
bownce the sound around most of what was being said was kst 1o mo.

Then Isaw one of the only two edmes | witnessod the whala lime | was up
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| there. A man said “wail a minule, this guy has a microphone” and palicd o
e oul of another man's knapsack. Then some peaple surmeanded him
and pulled out s lapedeck and the tape in it. They pulied the l[ape aul of
the shell and broke it, all before he could aexplain that he was recording
the bands and the environment and not the DOA discussion, His
recorder was nol even on at the time. Anyone alraid of being
recorded shouldn't hold meetings In public. This was a case of
paranoia having destruclive instead of proteciive ends, I'd had a similar
ihing happen o me and seeing it happen to somoone else madse me
want 1o leave. So l did.

By then | was feeling truly uneasy and so | look a lang wealk. When |
came back the pedormances had begun. First came 1he poets and
spoken-word pleces, then gradually the instruments took over, Two men
played improvisational sax which inspired spaslic dancing amaong the
brave. An all-percussion band with a vocatist played and | liked {hem,
When she invited the audience to join the band, the slage was inslantly
filed with people, more people than were sticks 1o hit things with. |
wandered back 1o the discussion area and was elected from a small group
with no explanation. | teok this as an indication it was time for me 1o leave
50 | wenl back 1o the warshouse.

There | met with some Phillys. We 1alked about education and ils
alternatives, then decided te head cut far pizza. We wanted 1o go
swimming bul couldn’t lind a pool, o ealing scemed the thing 1o do. At
the pizza place we talked about technology and medicing and whealher
we could get any money back for returned bolllos at tha 7-11 arourd the
comer. Allerwards we went back 1o the warehouss where | was going 1o
g 1o sleep but Serendipity of Philly convinced me 1o 00 back to fhe park,

As we stepped into the park a bright flash went off, we assumed from a
police camera somewhere. The final band was playing, one composed ol
peopla from the gathering. Atter they finished it was time for all of us 1o
make reports on what had happencd, qood and bad. during [ho
weekend. We all apprecialed the work that the Toronle paople had dona
lor us and lef them know it. When someone said that the permit for thair
being In the park ended socon ene man said he was cfiendeacd thal the
anarchisls would get a permit for anything and left in a hulf. Then those
who had been to differen warkshops made presentations before the
whalg group abaut them, masily very infermally. | 1hink most people wora
either going to write them up for Mayday or jusl blow it off enlirely, At
exaclly midnight a ritual was held for a woman who had been amestod for

' allegedly jaywalking {| think} very early cn in the conlerence. By then i
was DEFINITELY time for sleep o wa all shulflled back 1o our respective
sleeping bags. serendipily invited me 1o stay in Ber fent an he ool Lthat
night and [ did. She and | {alked about relationships and possessivonoss
until | fall asleep.

When | woke up on Monday moming it was from the heal inside (he
tlenl. Some lime during Llhe morning Serendipity had wisely moved
oulside into the shade of the ten. | walked outside and looked around al
the cily. | decided lo go to the day of action anyway. despile what Pd boern
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thinking all the days batore. [ el sickenad by the murders ol lwo days
belore and felt | needed to let the world know it. | also wanled 10 lend my
suppot 1o the action of the gathering as a group ellorn.

I and tha Phiflys walked 10 Cueen's Park, just up the street from he
embassy. We heard that there were police barricades up in front of the
embassy, cops everywhere, and red painl on the doors of the building.
Mo one knew what was going to happen bul we all knew it would begin al
noon, Some people formed or aathered logether their allinily groups
(smarl; wish | had), then al around a quarter till noon we set out. |

Like ghosts rising oul of a graveyard the cameramen appeared. They
were everywhere, EVERYWHERE, taking pictures and videolape of |
EVERYONE and EVERYTHING. Soine from far away, some right in my i
Face. | wanled b smast them al,

We walked down the sidewalk amidst what | think was he business
dislrict of Toronio. Most people jusl slared, some laughed at us, but |
heard two women say, “you know, we ought to join therm.” Many of us
had bandannas or shawis on our fages, which I'd seen on TV in the
micteast but never thought I°d be in the middle of some day. A couplo
punks had big yellow buckels 1o beal oul a meter as we walked. They also
beal it right in cops’ faces, who couldn't leave their posts. There was a kol
ol chanting but [ csdn? do any. | was cencemed that | might slop paying
allenlion o where the cops were and how | could escape il | needed o if 1
joined Ihe chanting, The big hils were *Who's the real lerornist? L-5-Al°
and “Mo warl No KKK! Mo (ascist USAr

Fhere were so many cops in lrant of the embassy. So very many cops.
Cops on fool, cops on horses, women cops, black cops, cops looking
scared, cops booking mad, cops and cops and cops, COPS! They had
crecied a metal gale in frant of the embassy, then another between he
sidewalk and the sireel so we wera forced inlo a funnel-shaped frough,
Al the =mall end the mownded cops had made their horses shil soowe had
[ winlk Eherogngh ik,

The walk to the embassy had the purpose of lelling the city see us and
gelling us there. Onco we ware there we could shaut at the building. But
once we had walked past it? | didn’l know what was geing lo happen. We
went on for aboul a block then some people crossed the sireet 1o a |
boulevard in the middle of the road. When the light changed the
mounled cops charged and pushed us out of the road, sphilting the
group in fwo. The first group wailed lor us, and when the ligh! changed
againwe joined them in the boulevard. A stalue dedicaled (o the viclories
ol the Empire in South Alrica was there. All ol a sudden some people
cameg oul with a LIS llag, dowsed il in something and set it ablaze. Then
came what | thought was a nazi flag but what | was lald lafer was canadian,
Finally up wenl the black {lag as well. This made Ihe environment a e
more feslive; when some lolks began yelling ‘into the streelst™ | was
Ihinking about joining them.

Inslead the group moved down the streel, scemingly aimlessiy, then
ALL OF A SUDREN we stared running, nenming through parking lots amd
across slreets and belween buildings and over construction sites,
everywhere, splilling into smaller and smaller groups But still kinda
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together | wias 0 horsa nan over & wornman (aho was ckay, 1oremaiclyy |
ended up at an inlersection, and saw thal someathing was happening in
Iha sircel belween mounted cops and our poople bul | couldn't tell wihal
gl really scased bul Kepl menning anound amaway.

Then at aroud 1:40 | ended up somawhiers elzo, | don'l remcmicr
wehiere buot b was ke a condyard ina mall | saw 3 cop cdoimg sarmsthing G a
woman in a crowd ol our peapla. | ran loreard 1o sea and Saer har Duiieg
dragged away by one cop. A woman jumped and grabbaed her (o makie il
hard for the cop te pull her away, and that locked like a good idea. Al lhal
point | am allegod 1o have grabbed the cop's wrist 1o maka Bim 1e0 go of
her. He grabbed me, as dd another cop, and they quickly had me down
and away from the group, Cne cop had gach wrist and 1he second fellow
had a fonfa (the Gillyclub with @ handle mosl cops wse now) on My chest
The firsh cop shouled *You are under arest! Yoo are under amest! Do you
understand ma?” | said | did and they stocd me up. They bound my wiisis
in plastic cutls. 1 saw ihal the woeman he had been dragging ofl gol away
and | winked at her, and heard somecna say "we'ré with you, brolher!”
Tim of Knoxville said he was there and we made eye conlact but 1 dan’
remamher thal,

The Iwa cops walked me over to a van and replaced iheir plastic colls
wilth metal cnes, ook my picture, filled oul a lorm. When | found out | was
charged with assaull of an officer and obstmeclion ol justice | askad he
liesl cop whal 1 did, He said “you touched me, you fucking touchad e ™
Then a man ran up acrass the sireet and asked who | was and who he
should nofity. | said | was Trevor and te tell Tim, not knovang he had seen
it happen.

Al the entrance o the jail thers were two cops holding a drunk wiiiing
o get in. When more and more sounds of wnrest came ovier Iheir walkic-
talkics they et kim go togo to the streets. Thoy really gol upsel whan i
came over thal a man was dowen, saying ihat they naver should have L
us galher at all, thal i was a riot, that every man was needad on fhe
crana. | ackad tha first cop (E2 had ledl) il he wanted 1o stand inthe shade
but he said no, he wanted to stand right there. Instead he moved 50 that |
was still in the sun and he was in the shada, addieqg o the surburn | gol
ihat day. Anotiics ang of us was brought o, who tried o ik o he cops
until one ol them said "I'm not inferested in your pelitics so shut up.”

Eveniually fhey broughl us into fhe building, AL my siulf was lakan
awiy, | was asked a bunch of questions and asked 10 signea banch ol
forms. | got fingerprinted, videslaped, and photographed, then pul inlo &
halding cell with some peaple whic had bean there since ihe non-wiolenl
dchon of vorny cafly thal morning, where the paand is said 1o Bidve boon
lossod. Then [ was taken upstairs 1o be fully chiarged.

h.ﬁD-SIJ_I,r i jusl sal and answarad quesieans. Cns man illed ool foomes on
me while anathar Boked Tor my criming) record wiile Olficer Peacocke
[the fitst cop) wrote down 1he injuries he said | caused him. They woukin't
el me see thal list, even when | asked. Thoy also said | wouldn'l gel a
copy af any of the slwff they wrole abaul me. This bolhercd me, because
il was as if 1his wera a performance (hal | wouldn'l gef credit for, 1was fold
ffal an imrmigration olficer warndad 10 a& 1o me, and so | and beo ol tham
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werd pul in a room wherg he asked me a bunch of guestions. During this
ime and before they kepd asking if 1 wanted 10 call the US consulale. ..
even they say tha iromy in that.

Eventually | couldn’t stand it amy more and | asked whal would happen
o me. A man said that | would spend thinly days in jail, “but jailisnt all thal
bad " He tock me back downsiairs 1o the cell area and | was locked up,

The cefl was small, not big enough to pace in. There was a sink and a
loilel (but o paper), a metal shell 1o serve as a bed, and oulside a
camera. The ight was in all the lima, 5o Ihey could look in whenaver they
wanled. There wera olher people here from that meming and from tha
aliermoon, and we talked as best as we could, The echoes made il hard
for me to undersiand what was said beyond one cell away. | held hands
wilh the man in the cell to the right of mine tor a while, but the cameras
mada me feel like they would come and punish us for that. We'd count off
every now and then 1o keep tabs on who was there and who wasn't.

Alter a whila | ried to e down, but by this time | think shock had sel in
and | began shivering. I'd dressed lor the sun that day, in shorls and a
tank-top, and although I'd had my jacket around my waist {for extra
pockets) on the oulside they didn't let me take it in tha cell with me. Thoy
alzo look my shoes, but lel me keep my keys, money, and papors.
Another reason | Think 1 was in shock was that twice | hallucinated. The first
lime was of lights in the night sky, like will'o'wisps. They were benevolen,
so | imagined thal they were somehow projections of the people oulside
who were looking after us as they had spiriieally contacted the waman in
jail the night before, Then a Btile while later a red and while image flashed
on my eyes, blinding me o everything else for a couple seconds. After it
fefl | somehow {elt that the image was sluck 1o my lace but | couldn't 12el
it. This was accompanied by a small imploding sound, like a bursting Bght
bulta. 1 have no way ol knowing when lhese images occurrod.

Cine by one we wera laken oul 1o have our bail setl. We go o sit in the
feall together, 2o lor a whila we hald hands and falked. Some had theirs
reduced, some slayed al what it was sel al al the arresl, Mine was
2200.00. Then right back to the cell.

Aller a while someons began banging on their shell. Then another
joined in. Soon all of us were making the besl industrial musick Pve ever
heard, banging on the toilet lor a big bass sound, the shelf lor a snare,
and one lellow rubbed coins around in the sink for a rasping noise, I weant
on far a while, bul evernlually a guard came and intimidated us [nlo
quitling. Later | heard that our people outside had been banging away an
Lheir owen drums, so the people in the holding cage must have had it
coming at them rom bolh sides. Also al this time | talked with a drank man
who was in the cell 1o my laft. Another drunk at the other end kept yelling
at all of us so we couldn't speak anmy mare,

Very late in the néight {or so it seemed) the guards came lor us one a3t a
lima and tock us o our bail hearing. There, ona al a lirme, we were bailed
aul with money donated by (he gathenng (thanks, everybody]. Christy
and Superfred were there lo explain what was happemng which was
good because the leoal-language of the man conducling the hearing
mirle no sense 1o me, The sitvalion was that we were now free on bail
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from the cominal changes againsl us BL L immugrabon had issocd wanranis
for our arresls and as soon as we slepped oul e door Trom e ciminal
heaning we'd be under arresl again for iImmigration charges.

Sure enough, righl outside the door woere cops who asked my nanme
and told me 1o wait in ling down the hall. A lawyer who had been helping
us all along sakd that the immigraticn charges were a sham and that we
shouldn'l say anything at all to them when they quizzed us. | didm't, bul
having already spoken with one officer il Bdn’t matlor to ma eilher way
This was the reasoning behind the immigration charges: we, who were
[rom culside Canada, were in Toronto for the anarchist gathering. Il we
had said we were coming lo Canada o parlicipale in 1he anarchist
conlerence al the border we would have been turned back. Therelore,
we must have fied at the crossing, therefore we were in the counry
illagaity.

Ky immigrafion charges were as loliows: | was “descibed in paragraph
27(2)(a) in that il () wera apphang for eniry, would not or might me granied
entry by reason of (my) being a member of an inadmissiole class as
descnbed in 12(1)(g); that is, persons who there arc reasonable grounds
lo believe will engage in acls of violence thal would or might endanger
the lives or salety of persons In Canada or are members of an
organization thal 15 likely {0 engage in such acts ol violence.”
Furthermore, | was said to have "look pan in violent demonsirations which
loock place in downtown Toronto on Monday, 04 July 1988, in which
members of the gencral public were injured, as well as several
Metropolitan Teronie Police Cllicers who were attempling 1o prevent the
parlicipants fram endangering public satety and Proparly.”

Alter nol talking 1o the immigration officer lor a while 1 was token back
down to the cell, gathered up my shoes and things, and jeined
gverybody else in a chain of handculls in a yellow police van. | kepl
looking out the window, hoping that somehow I'd spol ange ol our
suppaoriers oulside, but didn't know what or who | was looking for.

They look us to the Don jail, named for ine Don river nearby. Thal was
truly frighlening, because lhis was obviously a place where people are
kept for long periods of time. We had to go through a saeries of gates o
get in, first inside the van and then outside. We got out of the van amnxd
were put in two holding cells wntil they had processed us, geilfing
fingerprints, phofographs, and infermation ("Religion?” *SubGenius.”
*What the hell is that?" “The Church of the SubGenius: its a small cull oul
of Texas.” “I'll just pul cull”). They pul us in lhe shower room lor a whils,
then up an elevatar {o the call blocks.,

Al this point we were spliit up and only cne clher ol us was n the samc
block as | was. | was placed in a cell with a grummpy man who didm’l speak o
me. The silence and the bed {an aclual bed) made il casy 1o lall asieep

righl away.

Tuesday the fifth | got up and met with one ather man | knew in ibe
block. We had breakfast, then were pulled ocul and rejoined waiih the
athers 1o go 1o courl. Back Into the culis and the “yellow submarine”,
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Al the hokding bloek lor the courl there were dozefs of men pacing,
QHMqJﬂmmg,mﬂnﬁng|nraH5aﬂ5DHﬁﬂﬁmﬁiﬂﬂiﬂﬂ"ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂms
e man asked il 1 was a skin (my hair {5 rather shor) ared swhen | said no
he said good. Later on, some people asked why wa were there and we
pxplained our charges and about the gathering. One guy who was
lislening was disgusied lo leam we were anarchists and said “aw. man,
lhe anarchisls just want 1o have everybody running around Killing each
ather, I'm a skinhead, | don’l have to listen (o this" and siomped across
e cell We laughed and neled that both he skins and the anarchists
weere 0 the same hele so mayba ho shouldnt have been so eaoor o sido
anainsl us.

Al thal happened whan we wenl upsiairs 1o the courlroom was our f
dale for gelting a date set for our izl was established. While this could
have meant we wera frec 10 go, the immigration pecple decided we
couldnl be trusted to return for our tral so they kepl us in jail. )| was very
vory upliliing Lo see Superbred in the audience. | know thera werg maorne
of 1= 1here but he was the only one | saw. And when we got back to the
Don there was a man oulsida the holding bay for the yellow sub making
an “A° with his fingers lhrouah the window 1o let us know they were
walching us all iTie time. We all saw that and tried to wave but they shooed
L5 in 1o guick

At this point they wardens began to freal us like we'd be there a while.

Our clothes wera laken away and we were given prison clothes (all aboul
twice 100 big lor me). They alse gave us the once over after they lock our
clothes bot thay didn't touch us.

wWe went up the elevator again but not lo where we'd been the might
botore. This lima they kept us in groups of six to a block of cellz. We met
more and more priscners who had been there a while who were
sympalhelic to cur actions and genuinaly inlerested in an archy. We lold
therm whal we knew and answered their guestions. | met a lormer US ammy
man who was frigndly and lold us inleresling slories.

We wera moved again 1o another block where we spent the rest of he
day. A1 the door was a tall muscular man who pointed al us and said “yeah
man, youTe going in the shower with me!” The guard started yelling at
hirn nnd said that the first report he got on him abusing us would land him
in the hole, whercin the big man starled yelling back and reaching
threugh the bars at the quard. Mot long after we gol in we figured out 1hal
it wiis all a joke, just him and the guard playing aroursd, but for a while it
was prefly scary for we scraweny anarchists.

We spent the day sitting around, talking 1o each other and the ather
prisoners, not doing mach. When they asked us why we woro there we
asked il they'd seen the news last night, wherein Ihe big man burst cul
~you're lhey guys who beat up the cops, all right!” and we were heroes
inol hat we had really beat ep the cops or anything). Thiz block was
almost exclusively for those held on immigeation charges so mosl of the
peaple wera from the LIS

It's hard (o describe whal a day ina cell block is like. 1 have a hard tims
relating whal made some of it erdurable, some of il worse than
hearthroak ar honngsr,

ovo0516

18



There was a side Lo being there thal was deceplively easygoing.
There was a radio, a punching bag, cable TV, a shower, 1oilets, collect-call
telephones. chess, checkers, scrabble, bibles, magazines, a chin-up bar,
and all the lobacco you wantzd. But all these things were kke loysin a
kindergarten, designed to keep us DUSY and passive so we wouldn'
notice we were being kept in a box like lab animals and make frouble.
More Lhan ever belore it became obvicus that television is an agenl of
mind contral 10 make passivily and consumption the norm over freedom
and crealivily.

Mal since high scheol had my movernent been resiiclad, and this was
gven worse. It became dilticulf tor me 1o net letishize tha bars, 1o want 1o
fouch them, test them, give them powers they didn’l have. Beyond my
cell bars there were block bars, then a wall with a tiny window, Qult tha
window was a brick wall lopped wilh coiled barbed wire, and above that a
thin, thin line of blue sky. I wanted to go walk in lhe sun bal coukdn'l. |
wanied 1o ba with my friends but couldn't. | wanted 1o go home bul
couldn't. All thare was was all | saw, a forlilied block of cells in an ugly
bailding guarded by men who'd [ust a5 soon Spil on me han ook al mo.
Mo way oul and nowhere Lo go.

At lunch we exchanged oul chickens for the other prisonors
vagelables. They locked us in our cells while one or two prisoners
cleancd up, then lel us oul again.

The constant blare of radio and TV gol more imlaling as Ihc day
passed en bul once again there was nothing 1 could do lo slop it or
escapa il.

That night 1 and another ol us were put in a cell, which made me fecl a
fllle beller than if they had split us up for the night. | relaxed enough lo
cry a litlhe and lalk lo Ihe man | was with about how being in had given me a
new hunger for love and freedom. | wanled lo sleep on the same bed and
ha said thal'd be fine but we were afraid we'd be "caughl” and abused so
instead we hungged and slept apari.

That night | dreamed | was in prison. i you were & good prisoner in this
dream prison { good delined as ene who watched TV and smeked all the
time) two guards leok you oulside by either arm and let you watch the sun
nse.

Wednesday | was really feekng down. It seemed like I'd been ihere
lorever and {here was no end to it in sight. | didnt get out of bed lor a long
fime. and when | did the breakfast was gone. Bul a friend had saved me a
bowd of ceraal,

Wa went lo the clinic that day. We peed on a slick, gol weighad ancd
measured, asked aboul addictions and allergies. and had a lokon
physical examination. | also gol a skin lest for tetanus or something
belore | could say that | didn't want ane. W alse met & man from Migena
whio told us whal it was like Ihere.

Later an we had out immigration hearing, Beforehand we spoke 1o lwo
women who 1okl us a deal had been worked out with immigration.
Immigration was net going lo presend ary evidence against us, so thero
would be no real reason for the trial 1o continue, leaving us {ree to Qo.
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Howowver, wo had 1o leave the couniry by midnight or face furher
charges. Wi agreed this was the way 1o go and so threa al a tima we sat in
court while the lawyers and judges went through their iluals. Christy and
another frignd were (here with us and it was good o see them again

Suddenly, woe were FREE. Cuiside were our Inends who had been
walting lor ug, making sure we were okay. There was a lot of hugging and
kizssing and smiles, We went to another reom in the same building 1o gel a
l2ller staling cur immigration charges were dropped 1o 1ake back 1o (he
Danin order 1o get our own clothes back We loaded into a van {not the
yellow sub this lima) and oll we went

The ride to he Don was a blasi. Here we wera, a bunch of grinning
idicl froublemakers, still wearing prison clothes, driving around downlbown
Toronio.

By the time we got 1o the Don we had decided thal we wanled 1o keep
the prison shirls, bolh as a Wrophy and because ihey were very
comlorable. We took thom off and left them oulside when we wonl in.
Alhough we had papers to prove we were Irea on bail from the criminal
charges and that {he immigration charges were dropped they kept us in a
hokding cell unlil | went out and got the shins back. Oh well, maybe nexl
lime.

W gof our things back and headed 1o a party thal was being held in
our honor, Thad of {7} organized us regarding who was riding with who
across the border that nighl. The two lawyers who had helped us so
much came and answered our questions on whal had happened and
wihal we mighl expect lo happen in the fulura.

We had lun ealing and taking and just being fogether, but as time
wiant by | pol more and more anious lo leave. | hated not being able to
elizy longer but | wanled 1o be as tar away from jail as 1 could by midnight.
Se with a few (bul not nearly encugh) goodbyes | joined a car of friends
and we ook olf [or Ihe land of the free.

We amived al the border in plenty of time. We signed out al the
crossing stalion and then entered Mew York. It didr't fake long o find the
house we'd be siaying al that nighl. Al first we ware knocking on the
wrorg) door so no one answered. We camped out on their yard undil the
owners came back and then went inside lo fall dead asleep within
minules.

fhursday a whole bunch ol peopla from Toronlo were suppased to
come down to continue yesterday's parly and | was really hoping te get to
see them. But foclishly | decided to go home. 1 didn't want 1o risk losing
miy pob amy more than | already had. So wilhout even getting a chance 1o
say bye 1o those who were here | ook off and got hems thal evening. |
know that's a lame ending for such an advenlure bul (hat's what really
happened. Since [hen I've quit my job and had aven more adventures in
Allanta and rght at home. Someday when you come 1o visil il el you all
Aol it

: - —
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OVOGLYPH
THE SYMBOL OF OVOD

The tollowing lormula may be used lo creals ovoglyph in any
size, The first section lisis primary sleps 1o create reference poinis, the
second soction lsts primary steps lo create avoghph.  Ovoglyph does
nol need 1o be theso exact proporlions; any approximation of this symbol
will do.  This 1s morely presentad as a slandard method of drawing
avaglyph,

PRELIMINARY STEPS
1. Let N = ane square unit. Oveglyph will oceupy cless Io 68 vertical and
BN horizontal spaces.
2. Beginning at the lower lofl comer of the area 1o be filled by avoglyph
g right 20 and up 2N, From that point draw a circle with & radius of 284,
3. From the fop of the circle go right 2N and up 24, Lel this be Point A,
Uraw a line up and 1o the right from the tap of the circle to Pairt A, Let
this be Ling A,
4. Fram the eenter of the circle go righl 4N and up 2W. Lel this be Point
B. Draw a line from the center of the circl 1o Paint B. Let this be Line B,
5. From the cenler ol the gircle go dewn 1M, Draw a horizental ling gaoing
ta the right at least 4M. Let this be Line C, _
&. From the bottom of the circle draw a horizontal line going to the right al
least 634, Let this be Ling D.

PRIMARY STEPS
1. Erase the circle balween the ballem and the peinl where the circle
infersects Line B, going up and 1o the right from the bottom.
2. From the point whera the circle inlarsec!s Line B. Draw a vertical line up
untid'it infersects with Line A,
3. From thal point draw a 45 degrea diagonal line down and o the righit
untit theat line is directly below Point B,
4. From that point draw a 45 degree diagonal fine down and to the lait
unlil that lineis direclly 1o the right of the center of the circls. 'Lef this be
Ling E.
5. Fram ihal point draw a 45 degrae diagonal line down and (o the nght
urtlil that line intersects Ling G,
&. From the conler of Line € draw a 45 degree diagonal ling down and to
e right unid thal line intersecls Line D. The lower right end of this ling
should be very near 6N 1o the righl of the bottom of the circle. ;
7. Eragse praliminary lines A, B, G, and D.
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MORY: How bo increase and edit your: memory.
-unreliability of memory.

=ﬂEﬂENﬁTTGM DECAY: multiple gﬁnﬂrﬂanH Lext,

[Amages and- 1nr&rmati&n, showing their

sorruption. . The Iimits of usefulness For any

dact. Why ds-wvital informabtion forgotbten
ihn!h individually and historieally) when

\ ,-Lr]‘u_iﬂ endures?

-IﬂEE The use of lies. The hazards af Lying:

deﬂin111una of the lie. Half-truths. An

nguiry into the wvirtues of honesty.

,DHEWTIGH The faults of and alternatives to

;.l- noation.

Eﬂﬁﬂnhb The cub-ip. Altered states. Madness.

g c. Cglors., The sacred and the taboo.

Ifﬂﬁﬂhlf communication. CGenatics.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE.

OV0 [/ Trevor Blake

Post OffFice Box 23041
KEnowville TN 37933-1051
United Skates

telephone: (615%" 423 487

ovo0550

31




20 United States.

- | OVO COLLECTION 1988

o

%‘UMG CASSETTE ENGINE; 24 page

« booklet, ocolor cover, stickers.
\posters, postcards, and

_,fi cassethe. Numbered edition of

one hundred copies. S6.00

OvVO number Fiwve: riot con-
Eral. the Shrouwd,. Toronto
anarchist gathering. S2.00.

CURSED OBJECT: =small,. powerful
text that makes pecple feel
had alfter they rTead ift.
Obsassive, Two for 51,00,

OVa numbers one through three
are nok avaliable. Ouk=sidea
U.5., add 51.00. OQOuerseas, add

52.00. Fostal money orders
fﬂsas*’#fﬁ made out Lo Trevor or cash
only. For current information

about OVD send a =21 addressed
stampaed envelope or IRCs to

OVO / Post Office Dox 23061 /
Knoxville Tennessee / 37933-1061
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Hecew*ﬂq&%i e a—

H.HE.!,'EU]' 578

:s' L-Ie trade our work:

. risoner

il iy -
e

; i .
rroctian. .Lemiﬁrs.tesi

UK: GR™WY ARBA, Box X Rainbow Centre,
180 Mansfield Road, Nottingham Bngland
US: OVO, Post Office Box 23061,
Knoxville Tennessee, 379%%-1061 USA

o OF inc UV K. pes/uge,

{ pO Laqe

One or more of Chese reasons apply to send to:
you as Lo why you gob OVO:
1. You paoid for it.

2. You contributed o it. il /
3. We Lrade our work. —
. You are a prisoner. e

4

5. 01'd like you Lo review OVO.

6. Thic is an introduction to mysell.
Y. Vie lhave lost conltact until now.

8. We sre friends.

address correction reguested

date: LT &9 edition: K/ZC’O] # 002
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ANARCHIST UNCONVENTION
Toron;o, July 1-4 1988 -
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TORONTQ by Trevor Blake

Kot copyrighted. Any of the mater-
ial im this book may be freely re-
produced, translated or adapted,
even without mentioning the source.
This edition slightly improved from
criginal 1988 printing. Send self-
addressed stamped envelope to OVO,
P. 0. Box 23061, Knoxville Tennessee
3793%-1061 USA for catalog and sam-
ples of other publications by the
author. Second edition, September
1989, twenty copies.

e ——
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Annotations

OVO 5 was first published in 1988. The information on page two is accurate but it is
unlikely that any of the addresses seen elsewhere in this issue are still valid.

ovo0501 - Cover. | thought of OVO as a 'movement' (of one) concerned with free information and
surrealism. OVO 5 was less focused on surrealism and more so with my experiences at an anarchist
conference I'd just attended in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The cover of OVO 5 tried to show the two
'movements' crossing paths: the OVOglyph and the 'circle-a' symbol of anarchism.

ovo0502 - Statement.

ovo0503 - Introduction. An early suggestion that OVO would be modular; users would add or remove
pages from a binder. The print-on-demand editions of OVO now make this possible. Also, an attempt to
put to rest previous works and make OVO more than it had been (particularly by emphasis on themes for
each issue).

grey3 - Introduction to Grey Area Edition of OVO 5. A copy of OVO 5 made its way to a man named Barry
who was part of an English anarchistic group named Grey Area. Grey Area liked OVO 5 and asked if they
could reprint the entire issue. | sent them the master copies and this new introduction, and they printed an
edition of two hundred.

ovo0504 - Stencil.

ovo0505 through ovo0518 - Toronto. It took a special effort to find a place that would print this essay
on a laser printer in 1988. The man with the green mohawk | met at the bus station was Tom Jennings,
inventor of fidonet and publisher of Homocore magazine. The RCP that was not welcome at the event was
the Revolutionary Communist Party. The body art | saw there prefigured the explosion in body art in years
to come; | also saw my first 'fanny pack' there. The “Mike of Rensalaer” | met was Mike Gunderloy,
publisher of Factsheet Five magazine. | heard Michael Board of Maximun Rockandroll magazine made fun
of me for crying in the polyfidelity workshop but | never saw the article in question if he did. The “ABC”
mentioned was the Anarchist Black Cross, a pen-pal club between anarchists and prisoners. The band
MDC did play in a club while | was in Toronto, but since they were banned in Canada they went under the
name My Dog Charlie. The “Rainbows” mentioned were the Rainbow Family Gatherings, something like an
earlier movable Burning Man event. The “Psychic Youth” mentioned was a member of the Temple of
Psychic Youth, founded by Genesis P. Orridge of Psychic TV. The crime | saw at the 'day of action' meeting
was one anarchist picking the pocket of another - | said nothing to stop it, to my discredit. Riots induce
altered states of consciousness. | have not before nor since felt the surrender of individual identity | felt in
the riot. | acted as part of a group and entirely lost my sense of self; watching birds change direction in
flight, with no plain signal between them, is how it felt. The number of times | wrote about 'ending up
somewhere' is an indication of my altered state. It was frightening and exciting, something | both want to
experience again and never want to experience again. The altered state of the riot followed by the shock of
being in jail was great enough of a strain to cause hallucinations. The initial bail hearing was conducted
late at night. A friend had his before me, and when he left the office he was smiling. Turns out the officer
who was supposed to be conducting the interviews had been out drinking and didn't show up until my turn
in the office. So my friend left and | spent three days in jail. No wonder he had a smile on his face as he
left! | do not believe any longer that the other people in jail were interested in anarchism, although | did at
the time. A short while after my adventure in Toronto | went to the anarchist demonstrations at the 1988
Democratic convention in Atlanta, Georgia. | felt a need to prove to myself | wasn't afraid of getting in
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trouble while causing trouble. One of the events | participated in there was blocking a white power group
from marching in the streets; when our blockade was clearly successful, we marched on their planned
route. The police in Toronto said that they were going to inform the local police in all our home towns
about our arrest. Whether they did or not, | was under clumsy surveillance for the next four years in
Knoxville (my car was repeatedly broken into but nothing was ever stolen: friends had their houses robbed,
but the only things taken were address books, etc.). What stood out for people who read my account of the
Toronto anarchist gathering was how personal it was. What stands out for me is my appreciation of big
(ger) city life, and the shock of the riot followed by a few days in jail. | know now that my time in jail could
have been much longer and much worse than it was: | was fortunate, no matter how much of a negative
impression the experience made on me at the time.

ovo0519 - What Can You Do With This Page. Well, what can you do with this page? | think leaving this
page blank was a mistake, corrected at the last moment by presenting it as an opportunity for the reader
to make use of it.

ovo0520 - Nadzrealizem versus anarhizm. This text originally appeared in the book Pozdravi iz
Babilona. | do not have a copy of what | wrote in English, but | remember that it was a clumsy provocation
stating surrealism was 'better' than anarchism.

ovo0521 - Brian. This is the friend who entered the bail hearing office just before | did, who got away
instead of staying in jail.

ovo0522 - T-Shirt. Artist unknown. My attempt to bring money back to the people who donated my bail
money by advertising a fund-rasing t-shirt.

ovo0523 - Stencil. The paper candy-stripe used here is the kind used in the United States government
to indicate classified documents. A friend gave me a small stack of this paper, now all used up in pranks.

ovo0524 - People with AIDS: The Government is Not Your Friend. The United States government was
decidedly slow to respond to the spread of AIDS, and many people suffered due to that delay.

ovo0525 - Image taken from the first edition of The Medium is the Massage by Marshall McLuhan. Also
seen in ovo0433.

ovo0526 - Recommended Contacts. Background from prior issues of OVO. Note that one half of the
rent on my apartment in Knoxville in 1988 was $140/month.

ovo0527 and ovo 0528- Ovoglyph. | wanted the ovoglyph to be used by other people as a symbol of
free information and (in some vague way) surrealism. | thought it would be helpful to make a standardized
version of it. No one ever used it but me, and | stopped using it long ago.

ovo0549 through ovo0551 - Announcement of OVO 7. OVO begins to move clearly toward themed
issues. The first US patent for a mammal occurred in 1988, the year | mentioned it in OVO. The border is
more of the secret paper candy-stripe paper. ovo0O551 is a catalogue.

ovo0552 - Collage. | was around 21 years old in this photograph.

ovo0553 - Back cover. This scan depicts a copy returned in the mail.

grey4 - Back Cover to Grey Area OVO 5.

toronto01 and toronto02 - my account of the Toronto anarchist gathering got enough positive feedback
that | made it available as a booklet.

barry2 - Barry was my contact for Grey Area. After a time he dropped away, never to be heard from
again.

greyl - Front cover to the Grey Area edition of OVO 5.

greyareans - The Grey Area mob at Christmas time. Barry holds the sign reading “On the Eigth Day, God
created Christmas, and all the Shop Keepers and Businesmen saw it and said it was Very Good.”
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