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Letter Of The Month
I was extremely pleased to read the

recent article on Savage bolt action rifles. I
have several of these fine 110 series rifles in
my collection, all in different calibers, and
find as you did that for the money they are
the best around. 

The last one I bought was a .30-’06 with
synthetic stock and scope package. I bought
it because, with a limited budget, it was all I
could afford. I was not disappointed. Out of
the box, it placed its first round in the center
of the bullseye at 100 yards. 

I have been preaching the benefits of
Savage arms for many years to my friends; it
was just good to see it in print.

Robin Wood
Thurmont, Md.

Quick Change Act
Tell me the truth — you actually have

only one photo of John Taffin that you’ve
been using all these years, and you just
Photoshop in the hand cannon he’s writing
about each month. Right?

John Payne
Oakland, N.J.

Timely Information
While watching news coverage of the

horrific hostage taking at the Moscow the-
ater, I was interested to see footage of a
Russian special operations trooper carrying
an SV-98 rifle. 

Of course I would have had no idea what
this weapon was, had I not just finished David
Fortier’s excellent article in the December
GUNS Magazine. Fortier’s articles are among
the best and most interesting I’ve seen, and I
hope you will see fit to continue with them. 

Given the current glut of surplus military
rifles on the American market, how about
asking Fortier to give us a little report on
these? Yes, we all know the basic facts about
the Mauser and Lee-Enfield, etc., but
Fortier’s in depth take on any subject would
be sure to make for interesting reading.
What do you say?

Randall Clark
Montrose, Colo.

Whatever We Please
Thanks for a great article (High-Tech,

No!/Yes!, December 2002). I was happy to
see both authors express flexible opinions.

I used to wonder if we haven’t lost our
way when black powder rifles sport Leupold
scopes, synthetic stocks, in-line ignition and
fire the latest premium bullets using plastic
sabots. The fact is, we have the right to
design and shoot whatever we please and I
have to admit it’s fascinating to watch high-
performance black powder rifles in action. I
suppose the next step will be for
Remingtons’ Etronx to “go black.” 

Can we expect an article on black pow-
der match rifles anytime soon? I’d like to see
just how well they can perform.

John Snover
Monument Beach, Mass.

Voice Of Authority
On Page 21 of your November 2002

issue, Glenn Barnes says, ‘The Ruger MK1
.22 LR, also known as the “Standard
Model.”’ This is an incorrect statement. 

Ruger originally introduced the
Standard Model with fixed sights. The
adjustable sight models, released shortly
thereafter, were called the “Mark 1.”
These terms are not interchangeable, as
they designate different models.
Otherwise, I agree wholeheartedly with
author Barnes about the fun of plinking
with any .22 — and especially a 50-year-
old designed by Bill Ruger.

Tom Fetzer
Via e-mail

Fortier Fan
For the last four years or so, I have

noticed the name of David M. Fortier in
more and more publications. I share Mr.
Fortier’s interest in all firearms and the old
Soviet block weapons in particular. My
interest goes back to being a paratrooper
during the end days of the Viet Nam war.
The first time I touched an AK-47 or an
SKS, it was placed in my hands by the U.S.
Army. Anyhow, enough of that. 

Fortier has a to-the-point way of writing
that I enjoy very much. It is usually different

than the mainstream and usually correct.
Please keep him on as a writer. 

It’s kind of hard for critics of your maga-
zine to claim you provide only favorable
articles on guns in return for advertising rev-
enue, when I seriously doubt the SV-98 is
even available in this country. Ask him to do
an article on the Russian .22 LR target pis-
tols and target rifles. 

Name Withheld By Request
Via e-mail

Salad Days
At age 77 and now a city dweller, my

shooting days are well behind me. 
I did some shooting in the ’50s and ’60s;

mostly woodchucks with a Remington model
722 chambered for the .222, with a Weaver 6x
scope. Didn’t realize that the rifle and load
had become obsolete along with the shooter
until I read your article in GUNS Magazine!
All of this because I wanted to know what a
.223 was. Thanks for a fine article.

Simon Kleeger
Via e-mail

Eye Of The Beholder
I’m writing in regards to Charles Petty’s

article in the most recent GUNS (Navy Arms
1892 SS, December, ’02). 

I’ve been reading your magazine for
years. One constant I have appreciated is
the exquisite photography of Ichiro
Nagata. It struck me just recently how
much all of your photography is generally
superior to what I see in the other gun mag-
azines. This recent article by Charles Petty
is just another example. 

The photos were sharp, large enough to
show good detail, and carefully lighted.
Other than a couple of “hot spots,” which are
extremely difficult to avoid, I was
impressed. 

I say this as a rather dedicated amateur
photographer with many years experience.
I’ve shot many photos of my own guns, and
I know it is damnably difficult to get good
results. Nice work. Keep it up. 

James Winthrop
Orlando, Fla. $
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In recent years, GUNS Magazine has devoted
scant coverage to competitive shooting. This may
be a mistake. I personally believe some form of

competitive shooting experience is necessary to fully
develop your shooting skills, even if it’s as informal
as using a hand thrower to toss clays with your hunt-
ing buddies. 

One reason some shooters drop out of competi-
tive shooting after having tried it is the feeling
that an expensive, highly specialized, “race-
gun” is necessary to be competitive. Those who shoot
the various combat pistol games frequently fall for
this idea. 

It is completely untrue. It’s your skill — not your
hardware — that determines the scoreboard at the end
of the day. Nevertheless, it’s easy to fall into the, “If
only I had one of those (fill in the blank) guns, I’d be
winning too,” syndrome. I’ve heard some variation of
that line at least 50 times. 

Thus it was with particular interest I learned of the
inaugural “XD Challenge,” hosted by Springfield
Armory on the 12th and13th of October, 2002. The
XD (short for X-treme Duty) is of course Springfield
Armory’s new polymer-framed pistol. It’s a particu-
larly nice design. I’m very impressed with it, as were
Charles Petty and Massad Ayoob when they jointly
reviewed it in the June, 2002 issue of GUNS.

So, what’s so inter-
esting about the XD
Challenge? In addition
to the fact it was a very
well-designed and run
match shot on steel tar-
gets, every competitor
used identical firearms
and ammunition.

That’s right. For
your $75 entry fee, you
were provided both the
X-treme Duty pistol to
shoot and excellent
PMC ammunition.
Different variants of the
XD were in place at the
different stages, so by
the conclusion of the
match, you had fired
stages with 4- and 5-
inch barreled XDs, as
well as 9mm, .40 S&W
and .357 SIG caliber
pistols... and so had
everyone else. 

Finally, here is a pis-
tol match where every
contestant stands on an

even footing. Not only that, it truly was a nicely
organized match, and the feedback I received after-
ward from shooters was extremely positive. 

Regrettably, my schedule precluded me from
shooting the match, but I did look over the stages,
and was even allowed to fire a couple of them just
for fun. The result left me itching for more, and,
once again, I was extremely impressed with the X-
treme Duty. Sooner or later, I’m going to have to
own one of these.

The only sour outcome of this experience was the
fact that rascal Roy Huntington, editor of American
Handgunner Magazine (and a darn fine fellow), out
shot me handily on the stages we fired together. Hmm,
I’m going to have to start practicing again.  

And speaking of being impressed with the X-
treme Duty... 

Jim Scoutten, host of the popular American
Shooter television program, was in attendance the day
prior to the match. I was able to query Scoutten on his
personal estimation of the XD:

“To be honest, before my first outing with the X-
treme Duty, I really wasn’t sure I cared for it,”
Scoutten admitted candidly. “It’s rather a different
animal from what I was used to. But after just a lit-
tle use, I changed my mind. The XD now feels like
an extension of my hand, and to be
brief, I really like it.”
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The XD Challenge

Roy Huntington
receives coaching from
Tara Venard.

JIM SCOUTTEN

                    





I’m sure you’ve experienced the hor-
ror of forgetting to clean and lubri-
cate the inside of a rifle case neck,

and felt it come to a screeching halt as
you try to pull it out of the die.
Sometimes it seems as
if there is no way to get
it out, and I’ve even
had to go to the extreme
of pushing the case back up and unscrewing the decap-
ping rod to the point where I can squirt an aerosol
lubricant into the case. That’s messy, and then you’ve
got to — somehow — clean the lube out of the case.

We know carbide sizing-dies make life better for load-
ers of handgun ammo, but carbide can come to the rescue
of the loader of bottleneck cartridges too. One of the bet-
ter-kept secrets is that you can buy a carbide expander
button to replace the standard steel component. 

The carbide button doesn’t completely eliminate
the need to pay attention to the inside case neck, but
you can almost always do well by just running a dry
nylon brush in and out a couple of times.

These are accessory items, and I don’t believe a
carbide expander is standard on any die set. But you
can buy, from Hornady, an expander that will fit RCBS
dies and Redding has one for their product. Available
calibers run from .22 to .338. 

Importance of Labels and Records
Even though handloaders are often preached at

about record keeping, there may be a tendency to not
bother with a label if the load is one you use all the time.
Of this I speak from first hand and recent experience. 

I loaded 500 rounds of .45 ACP with a 230 grain
Hornady FMJ, to use on a shooting visit to another
range. The stuff worked just fine, but I didn’t shoot
very much that day and had about 300 rounds left. It
was in one of those ubiquitous blue bins. Didn’t need
a label. I knew what it was.

Some time later I was preparing to shoot a pistol
in the Ransom Rest and used some of that ammo to
settle the rest. Much to my surprise the group was of
bragging dimensions and rivaled fac-
tory match ammo. Several more
groups confirmed the accuracy
so I planned to load some
more. And here is where
the trouble started.

I was pretty sure
the powder was
Vihtavuori N-350,
but the charge was
another matter. That’s
okay. Go back to the
records and find the

“There may
be a ten-
dency to not
bother with
a label if the
load is one
you use all
the time.”

Two Good Tips
charge that had been most accurate. Rats... there
were several that had similar accuracy. Okay... pull a
bullet and weigh the charge. I did this and found the
charge weight was way out of line with what was
expected. See the little light bulb turn on! 

My other favorite powder for .45 target loads is
Power Pistol and fortunately those two can be visually
identified since they’re so different looking. The one
time I deviated from normal practice it bit me. 

My loading has two very different
aspects. When trying to develop
loads for new cartridges or compo-

nents, I rarely load more than 10 rounds of
any specific recipe. I’ll prepare a spreadsheet using
Excel with spaces for load data, velocity and accuracy. 

The other type of loading is stuff I shoot mostly
for fun. These tend to be lead bullet loads for every-
thing from .32-20 up to .45 Colt. All of those are
shot in Colt or S&W revolvers and Winchester or
Remington rifles. Over some time I’ve developed
trusted standard loads for all of those. Accuracy is
far more important to me than velocity and, frankly,
there are a few of my loads that have never flown
over a chronograph. 

There are two reasons. In this type of ammo,
accuracy is almost always better at modest veloci-
ties. But the other reason is going to strike some as a
mite odd. I usually shoot at round steel targets that
are 70 yards away. They range in size from 4 to 12
inches in diameter, and provide the instant feedback
that is so important in fun shooting. There is no
question over whether you hit or not because the tar-
get tells us right away. 

My favorite fun loads are modest in velocity so that
the bang won’t obscure the clang. If the bullet gets
there too fast it is no fun at all.

All of this ammo goes in plastic boxes from
Midway or MTM and has a proper label. All I have to
do, when it’s time to load more, is look at the label and
make some more just like that. Simplicity is good, but
proper labeling is vital.
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QUARTERMASTER BY JIM GARDNER

It’s difficult not to be really impressed with a product that is so
improved over its predecessors it obsoletes them. Case in
point? Anyone out there still using a slide rule rather than a mod-

ern electronic calculator? Didn’t think so.
We’ve mentioned the SureFire line of flashlights and weapon-

mounted lights previously, so there’s no need to describe them in
detail. What should be briefly remembered is how incredibly well
they perform. Compared to the dim, fragile flashlights of my youth,
the SureFire lights are as advanced as the latest scientific calculator
is over that dusty slide rule in your attic.

The latest from SureFire is the G2Z. Unlike most of the SureFire
line, this is not constructed of machined aluminum, but of a propri-
etary polymer. The result is a light that is actually stronger, frac-
tionally lighter, corrosion proof and less likely to be damaged by
dropping or rough handling. And, it’s a bit less expensive as well. 

The G2Z is of SureFire’s “Combat Light” pattern. It features a
reduced diameter section (about .75 inch) and a rubber grommet.
These features enable the light to be used with a handgun in the pop-
ular Bill Rogers “cigar” technique. 

Other good features include a lanyard loop and lanyard; lock-
out tail cap; momentary or constant-on switching; and a hexago-
nal, anti-roll bezel.

Like all of SureFire’s 6-volt combat lights, the G2Z is compati-
ble with two lamp types. The furnished P60 lamp delivers 60

lumens of light for approximately one hour. The optional P61 lamp
assembly doubles the output to 120 lumens, while shortening the
run time to 20 minutes. 

The G2Z, like all the SureFire equipment, is a darn nice piece of
gear. Call for a catalog, or have a look at the very informative Website. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
SureFire

[800] 828-8809
www.surefire.com
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QUARTERMASTER BY JIM GARDNER

Since the early ’70s, I’ve used a Lyman No. 55 powder measure
with complete satisfaction. It’s a darn good unit, rugged, accu-
rate, and easy to use. I particularly like the three separate slides,

which are used to adjust the rotor’s internal volume and set a particu-
lar charge weight. Two of these are micrometer adjustable, and it’s
remarkably simple to set the measure to the desired weight. 

I enjoy loading and shooting vintage black powder cartridges.
Black powder loading, though simple, requires different techniques
than those used with smokeless propellants. One common element
of black powder loading is the use of a drop tube. 

By pouring the powder charge through a long drop tube, the
charge tends to arrange itself more compactly in the case. The result
is a cleaner burning, more uniform load. Black powder must be han-
dled with a little more care than smokeless, and may not be safely
used with conventional powder measures. 

Until recently, I measured my black powder charges using a dip-
per, then poured them through a long drop tube. The process pro-
duced accurate ammunition, but was painfully slow. 

This all ended when I acquired a new Lyman No. 55 “Classic”
powder measure. The Classic is adapted to both smokeless and
black powder use. In addition, an optional 24-inch drop tube
attaches directly to the measure. 

The principle difference between the No. 55, and the No. 55
Classic, is the use of a non-sparking brass insert (in which the rotor

revolves) and a hopper made of aluminum to avoid static electric-
ity buildup. The hopper will easily hold one pound of powder, great
for loading those cavernous .45-120s. 

I was pleased to see this brand new Lyman measure is just as nicely
made as my 30-year-old specimen. If you need a measure for smoke-
less or black powder use, you can’t go wrong with the good old No. 55.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Lyman Products Corp.

[800] 225-9626
www.lymanproducts.com

Lyman No. 55 Classic

         



QUARTERMASTER BY JIM GARDNER

For the serious rifleman, sitting down with the Sinclair cat-
alog is the next best thing to a paid vacation. The 120-
page book is chock full of everything a shooter and hand-

loader could desire, from the simplest reloading aid, to the most
exotic match trigger assembly for your pet varmint or benchrest
rifle.

Among the innumerable nifty products in the catalog is a
timely item we can all use and enjoy. Sinclair’s 2003 calendar is
titled, Rifles: Past & Present. It features 12 months worth of
incredibly handsome rifles — from a flint long rifle to an exotic
Palma match boltgun — with nearly every era in between rep-
resented. 

Obviously, this calendar would look splendid hanging near your
loading bench, or anywhere else in your home for that matter. But a
better idea might be to take one to the shop or office. 

It will stand as constant mute testimony to the fact you are “one
of those gun guys.” Your anti-gun or undecided co-workers will see
this, and knowing you as a rational and pleasant fellow, they may be
forced to modify their position on “the gun issue.” Well, maybe not.
But at least you’ll have a great calendar to enjoy. 

Sinclair’s 2003 calendar is priced at $14.95 plus postage. It
would also make a great gift for a favorite shootin’ buddy. Be cer-
tain to request a catalog when you call.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Sinclair International

[260] 493-1858
www.sinclairintl.com

Sinclair’s 2003 Calendar
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What do the following seven shotgun barrel or
choke tube designations commonly found on
shotguns have in common: 7/10; *-; **; 3/4;

ll; .030; IM? 
As discerning shotgunners, you probably know, or

maybe not, that each one of these seven arcane codes
designates a barrel or choke tube with an “Improved
Modified” degree of constriction.

Second challenging question. Looking at the muzzle
end of a Browning shotgun fitted with Invector Plus
choke tubes, what chokes are designated by the following
notches cut into the rim of the choke tube: l; ll; lll; llll; llll? 

If you’re a dyed-in-the-wool Browning shooter,
you probably know that when shooting lead shot, l
notch equals Full; ll notches equal Imp. Mod; lll
notches equal Mod; llll notches equal Imp. Cyl; and
lllll notches equal Skeet choke. However, did you
know that when you’re hunkered down in a duck blind
shooting steel shot, ll and lll notches equal Full; llll
notches equal Mod.; and lllll notches equal Cyl. ?

It’s enough to drive you crazy.
Between inch and millimeter measurements, plus

historical gunmaking traditions that dictate choke
codes, there simply isn’t a common, universal lan-
guage when it comes to choke designations, and I
don’t see any improvements looming on the horizon.
So, we do the best we can and keep a few notes
tucked away to insure we’re just a little bit knowl-
edgeable when we’re out shopping for a new smooth-

bore or sounding liter-
ate at the range. 

As If That 
Weren't Enough
I wasn’t going to

mention it, but there’s
an additional problem
when it comes to deci-
phering the chokes of
barrels not fitted with
choke tubes. Short of
actually measuring the
bore and the existing
degree of choke con-
striction, there is simply
no way to know what
you’re dealing with.

Many fine old dou-
bles have been lightly
rebored to remove pits,
and many original
chokes in shotguns of

all makes and ages have been modified by a qualified
gunsmith or polished out by the owner using a portable
drill and sandpaper wrapped around a dowel. 

Remembering that choke is determined and mea-
sured as the difference in diameter between the main
bore and the tightest portion of the choke, the
amount of constriction within the choke will vary
depending upon the nominal diameter of the bore.
With many modern barrels being overbored, choke
tubes for various brands of shotguns will have dif-
ferent degrees of constriction while providing the
same degree of choke. 

For example, the nominal bore diameter of a 12-
gauge Browning shotgun that accepts Invector Plus
tubes is 0.742 inches, while that of a Beretta will run
only 0.730 inches. Thus an improved modified tube
for the Browning might be 0.715 inches while that for
a Beretta might be 0.700 inches.

Chokes are described as having a specific degree of
constriction. In this regard, both domestic and foreign
makers share a similar set of dimensions, whether they
are in inch or millimeter measurements. Here are the
standard specifications for chokes expressed in thou-
sandths of an inch:

True Cylinder: 0.000-inch constriction
Skeet-1: 0.005-inch constriction

Improved Cylinder: 0.010-inch constriction
Modified: 0.020-inch constriction

Improved Modified: 0.030-inch constriction
Full: 0.040-inch constriction

Another Country Heard From
On the range, you may often hear the terms “quar-

ter choke” or “half choke” being bandied about. These
are the choke designations used in England, and it’s
good to know them. They are:

Full: equals Full
IM: equals Three Quarter Choke (3/4)
M: equals Half Choke (1/2)
IC: equals Quarter Choke (1/4)

S-1: equals Improved Cylinder
Cyl: equals True Cylinder

One of the most interesting questions that often
comes up when discussing chokes is whether or not a
full choked 28 gauge, for example, throws the same
pattern as a full choked 12 gauge. The answer is yes
and no. Yes, because the diameter of the patterns will
be equal at 40 yards. No, because the density of the
overall patterns will favor the heavier shot charge
delivered by the 12 gauge.

Talking chokes is a fascinating subject. And as
knowledge of this subject translates directly to more
game harvested in the field, or more clays dusted on
the range — we’ll be doing more in the future.

GUNS MAGAZINE
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Wild, Wonderful
World Of Chokes

“It’s time 
for a com-
monsense

approach to
the subject
of shotgun

chokes.”
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If you still use the old "Dime Test" to deter-
mine the choke of a 12 gauge, read on...

                                        





When my wife, Simone, took up big game hunt-
ing, selecting a rifle seemed a minor concern.
Many hunts and three rifles later, we’ve

almost got it right. Maybe an account of our trials and
errors will be useful to others in the same situation.

Hand-Me-Down
She started out with a rifle already in my gunrack,

a Remington M700 in .243 Win. Simone practiced
through the summer with a .22 and with the .243, and
by fall was shooting 2- to 3-inch groups at 100 yards
from the sitting position. That year she collected her
first head of big game, a pronghorn at 90 yards.

Positives? Well, the price was right, as were the
rifle’s light recoil, accuracy, and excellent trigger.
Negatives? The rifle was just too big for her. My mis-
take was to impose my standards on someone else. To
an adult male, the 8-pound Remington was a light-
weight dream. To someone barely 5'4" tall and 115
pounds, it was a burden. The stock, which had fit well
enough while practicing in summer, was too long once
she was wearing her winter hunting jacket. 

Our next attempt was a Remington M600 Mohawk
in 6mm Rem. With the stock shortened to 12.5 inches
LOP, it was much easier to handle and shoot. Nosler

95-grain Partition bullets
exited the 18.5-inch barrel at
just over 2,900 fps. Simone
used this rifle for several years
with good results. Experience
showed that while we were on
the right track, there was room
for improvement.

The rifle was still a bit
heavy, and the dogleg bolt han-
dle and heavy mainspring
made bolt operation from the
shoulder difficult. With full
power loads, even the mild
6mm Rem. had a piercing,
unpleasant report in the short
barrel. And the stock, though
well designed to handle recoil,
was plain as a post.

Use Determines 
The Tool

Analyzing several years of
hunting experience provided
valuable input. She refused to
attempt long or running shots,
preferring either to stalk or wait
on a stand for one careful,
unhurried shot. Most shots

For The 
Better Half

were at 100 yards or less, none beyond 150 yards. She
didn’t need a super flat trajectory. She needed light
weight and compact size. And she wanted a rifle that
looked nice.

After looking over many rifles, Simone settled on
the Browning A-Bolt Micro Medallion. It has the fea-
tures she desired — light weight and compact size —
as well as a handsome appearance with its high-gloss
walnut stock, rosewood forearm tip and grip cap, and
floral scrolls on the receiver and floorplate.

Personally, I don’t care for shiny wood or engraving.
But this rifle wasn’t for me. It’s vital to remember in a
situation like this you’re helping select a rifle for some-
one else, not yourself. People practice more and become
more skilled with a rifle if they like using it. 

Cartridge Selection
We decided to trade a little velocity for a bit more

bullet weight. In the early ’70s I had shot several white-
tails with a. 250 Savage. It had been wickedly effective,
with terminal ballistics out of proportion to the mild
report and inconsequential recoil. Similar ballistics in a
rifle that fit Simone seemed to be the answer. After
much debate, we selected the 7mm-08 Remington.

Most Positive Outcome
Fitted with a Burris mini 2-7x variable, weight is a

couple of ounces over 7 pounds. We loaded 120 grain
Nosler Ballistic Tips at 2,700 fps. Sighted for 200
yards, it hit just 2 inches high at 100 yards. 

Recoil is light, and with a relatively small charge of
medium-burning powder (W-W 748), the report is mild.
How effective it would be at 400 yards we neither know
nor care. At the ranges she was willing to shoot, it
proved deadly. The 120-grain Barnes X bullets at 3,000
fps have also produced sensational performance.

We bought Simone’s rifle about 1990. Since then,
Browning has replaced the Micro Medallion with the
Micro Hunter, dimensionally identical but with a more
practical, low gloss stock. Rifles with similar charac-
teristics are available from Remington, Ruger, Savage,
Weatherby, and Winchester. They are superb tools for
anyone who appreciates a light, compact,
adequately powerful rifle.
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The Winchester M70
.375 on the right is big-
ger and about three
pounds heavier than
the little A-Bolt.

Overlooking river
breaks on a mule deer
hunt. I believe there
was a 3-9X Bushnell on
the A-Bolt at the time. 
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flat-shooting trail gun: 

Casull3800
I

t is most mysterious how the human mind works. With
all the thousands upon thousands of images it receives
day after day, year after year, how does it choose those
relatively few that are to be saved, while the vast
majority are deleted? 

In one of the earliest issues of GUNS Magazine, there was
an article about a Canadian, one Francis Wharton, who was
called the “Backwoods Wizard.” Wharton lived out in the mid-
dle of the Canadian wilds and did a lot of what most of us
would consider kitchen-table gunsmithing to satisfy his needs. 

He had some really weird looking firearm modifications,
but the one that stands out in my mind was a Colt .38 Super
on which he had welded two flat pieces of steel — one on
each side of the slide — supposedly to provide more
strength to handle his high power reloads. 

I don’t know that this accomplished its intended goal,
but it did do two things: it added extra weight to reduce
recoil, and more importantly, for me at least, it planted “.38
Super seeds” in my mind. 

Someday I would have to have a flat-shooting, high-power,
.38 Super. At that time of my life what little money I had was
used for single-action sixguns, so the semi-automatic .38 was
automatically filed in the folder in the back of my mind.

By John Taffin

         



Another Seed Is Planted
About five years later, I picked up several books by Jeff

Cooper. Cooper, who was not yet the reigning 1911 guru,
spoke in loving terms of the 1911 in .45 ACP. He also put
forth the notion that the 1911 in .38 Super was just about
perfection for what he called a Trail Gun. 

This was a pistol not strictly for hunting, but to be carried
for self-defense in the wilds against two- and four-legged crea-
tures. A second image was placed in my mind’s .38 Super file. 

Then came the infamous GCA ’68 (Gun Control Act of
1968), which required the filling out of special federal BATF
forms before a firearm could be purchased. I decided to buy
one more handgun “without paper”, and as luck, or fate would
have it, the first handgun I spotted was a Colt Commander in
.38 Super. My quest was over, or so I thought.

A Dream Not Realized
That .38 was literally the handgun with which one could

not hit the broadside of a barn when shooting from the
inside. Okay, it wasn’t quite that bad; however, 12-inch
groups with my handloads were the norm. I couldn’t live
with that, so it was either peddle it or fix it. 

The former would require passing on a poor-shooting
firearm to someone else — which to me is both dishonest
and unethical. The only choice left was to fix it, but how?
The obvious answer was to turn it over to an expert, and I
called upon Bill Wilson. Wilson fitted one of his barrels,
and groups with the same handloads shrank from 12 inches
down to 2 inches. 

The problem with those Colt barrels was that of head spac-
ing. Unlike most semi-automatic cartridges, the .38 Super is
not rimless but in fact has a very small rim. It is large enough
that .38 Super cartridges can be shot in some .357 Magnum
revolvers, however, it’s not large enough to provide reliable,
accurate head spacing in a semi-automatic chamber. 

Wilson’s barrel headspaced on the case mouth and the
problem was solved. I might add that Colt finally addressed
this problem, and later .38 Supers from Colt should be fine.

The Colt Commander was fitted with an adjustable rear
sight from MMC, and I now had a good shooting .38 Super. It
was not quite a full-sized 1911, and that image still remained in
the back of my mind and would someday be brought to reality. 

Another Super .38
Someday came two years ago. After attending a

Springfield Armory seminar, I ordered the Mil-Spec in .38
Super. I would finally have a full-sized 1911 .38, and if it
showed promise, I would have it tuned and fitted with new
sights. The Mil-Spec turned out to be such a good shooter
as it came from the factory, there was nothing to “tune.” 

Not only does it shoot well, it also shoots to point of aim
with factory or standard .38 Super handloads. The sights are
easy to see, or at least are as easy to see as any iron sights
will be with my long experienced eyes. I have done nothing
to this second .38 Super except shoot it and enjoy it. 

I now owned two fine-shooting Super .38s, but some-
how, my itch for a high-power .38 Super remained. Would
it ever come to life? We all experience strange twists and
turns in life and one was about to happen to me that would
bring a truly high-power .38 to my hands. 

Shown for
comparison:
.38 Super, .45
ACP, .38
Casull brass,
.38 Casull fac-
tory round.
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Components used in handloading the .38 Casull: Winchester 296 powder,
Federal #155 Primers, and bullets from Hornady, Sierra, and Speer.

The CA-3800 comes with two extra mag-
azines in a locking aluminum case.
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Meat For The Masses
Every year I participate in the Handgun Hunters Chapter

(of SCI) annual Handgun Hunters Against Hunger Hunt on
the YO Ranch in Texas. Each year, 50 handgunners harvest
their choice of numerous animals with all meat going to
benefit the less fortunate through the Salvation Army. Each
hunter pays his/her own expenses, and also the trophy fees
to be able to give away the meat. The total donation is usu-
ally somewhere over 100,000 pounds. That is a great deal of
high-quality, well-cared-for meat. 

This year my contribution was a buffalo, an American
bison. I took him with Buffalo Bore’s hard cast 410-grain
.480 Ruger cartridge that clocked 1,100 fps from a 43⁄4
inch Freedom Arms Model 83 .475 Linebaugh with the
.480 cylinder in place. At 35 yards, the bullet penetrated
completely. I had a beautiful head to be mounted, and the
Salvation Army would receive the meat from the 1,200-
pound bull. However, this was the beginning — not the
end — of the story.

Enter The CA-3800
During one of our lunch breaks, a representative from

Casull Arms was there with samples of the Model CA-3800 for
us to shoot. I fired both a standard, long-slide CA-3800 as well
as a compensated model. Metal targets were set up at 25, 50
and 100 yards for testing. I found it easy to hit all three targets
with the same sight setting. This CA-3800 was a great shoot-
ing pistol and I wanted one. 

At our Saturday-night banquet, donated prizes from the
industry are always handed out for those who provide the
largest portion of meat. My 1,200 pounds was a lot of meat,
but I had no illusions of winning one of the three firearms

CASULL MODEL CA-3800, 6-INCH BARREL
Load MV 7-Shots/25 Yards

Factory 124 gr. XTP-JHP 1,722 21⁄4"

Factory 147 gr. XTP-JHP 1,547 21⁄4"

Hornady 147 gr. XTP/17.5 gr. WW296 1,590 11⁄2"

Hornady 147 gr. RN-FMJ/17.5 gr. WW296 1,584 2"

Speer 147 gr. Gold Dot/17.5 gr. WW296 1,528 13⁄4"

Hornady 124 gr. XTP-JHP/18.5 gr. WW296 1,629 13⁄4"

Hornady 124 gr. RN-FMJ/18.5 gr. WW296 1,710 2"

Speer 124 gr. Gold Dot/18.5 gr. WW296 1,652 13⁄4"

Speer 115 gr. JHP/18.5 gr. WW296 1,678 21⁄4"

Sierra 115 gr. JHP/18.5 gr. WW296 1,649 21⁄4"

Sierra 130 gr. RN-FMJ/18.5 gr. WW296 1,621 21⁄4"

that were donated as I had taken only one animal. I knew
others had taken several large animals. One of the three
firearms happened to be a Model CA-3800. 

The first place winner had his choice of any of the three
firearms. He did not pick the CA-3800. The second-place
name was called, and although apparently tempted, he also
did not take the Casull. 

Now I was ready to kick myself for not shooting another
animal, since I knew someone else had taken both a buffalo
and a red stag doe. I was stunned when my name was called
as the third place winner. I even asked them to recheck the
figures, as it seemed unlikely I could have won. 

continued on page 66

Typical twenty-five yard target shot with
the Model CA-3800, .38 Casull.
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Artistry In Steel

The 2003 
ACGG Rifle
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Story By 
Tom Turpin

Photos by 
Turks Head Productions

Just as I was beginning to wonder who would
come up with something special to honor the
centennial birthday of the 1903 Springfield

rifle, the American Custom Gunmakers Guild
(ACGG) announced their raffle project for 2003.
ACGG’s Executive Director, Jan Billeb, pro-
nounced that the project theme would honor the
100th anniversary of the legendary rifle.

For those readers unfamiliar with the annual
Guild project, it is a fund-raiser for the opera-
tion of the Guild. Each year, selected members
of the organization are chosen to participate in
the crafting of a special firearm project.
Throughout the year preceding the annual exhi-
bition, the Guild offers raffle tickets for the
project at $20 each. Tickets may be purchased
by mail, by telephone, or via the Guild’s
Website: www.acgg.org. Ticket holders need not
be present to win.

On the final day of the 2003 event — Sunday,
February 2nd — the winning ticket will be drawn
and the lucky winner announced. The odds of win-
ning the masterpiece are one in 4,000 or less, as no
more than 4,000 tickets will be sold. 

A Cast Of Talented Artisans
The Springfield centennial project is the 18th

such annual project. For 2003, the selected primary
craftsmen/artisans chosen to execute the project were
metalsmith Edward LaPour, stockmaker Bruce Farman
and engraver Robert Evans. Ralph Powell crafted the
magnificent display case. 

The American
Custom Gunsmith’s
Guild not only fosters
the preservation of
fine gunsmithing, they
offer you a chance to
win this magnificent
’03 Springfield.
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Since the 1903 Springfield was a military
rifle, the Guild decided to craft a rifle using
the Springfield action in the style of the pre-
war, Griffin & Howe-built rifles of that era.
There was almost a cottage industry in
America during the pre-WWII years, con-
verting former military rifles into elegant
sporting models. Griffin & Howe was the
preeminent company involved. The Guild
also selected a proper cartridge for the
project rifle, the popular .35 Whelen.

Metalwork
LaPour first worked over the Springfield

military action by welding over the receiver
bridge, and machining the resulting metal
into a square bridge configuration. He like-
wise filled the left side of the action where
the original bolt stop was installed. The weld
fill created a smooth surface for engraving,
and allowed the making and fitting of a new
bolt stop. 

LaPour fabricated and installed a new
bolt stop pivot pin, along with fitting a new
spring and plunger system to hold the bolt
stop in its open and closed positions.

Next, a Griffin & Howe side-mount
scope base was welded to the action. This
precludes any concern over loose scope-
base screws. An entirely new bolt handle
was fabricated and welded into position to
permit scope use. The stripper clip slot was
filled as well. LaPour fabricated a new
three-position safety, complete with a new
firing pin, although retaining the original
1903-cocking knob. 

Due to its strong, all-steel construction,
a Canjar trigger mechanism was selected

and installed, although a new finger piece
was fabricated for a more pleasing look.
Jim Wisner, of Precise Metalsmithing
Enterprises, supplied one of his custom
one-piece bottom metal units for fitting to
the rifle.

An Austrian made Kahles 4x scope was
selected for its period look. Since the
scope was constructed using a 26mm tube,
new rings had to be fabricated to fit the
Griffin & Howe base already welded to
the action.

John Krieger provided one of his
superb oversize barrel blanks which was
then turned to a medium sporter-weight
contour. The design includes an integral
barrel band sling mount, and an integral
banded rear sight base with a secondary
recoil lug on the bottom. Precise
Metalsmithing Enterprises also provided
the banded ramp front sight base.

Stockmaking
With the metalwork com-

plete, stockmaker Bruce
Farman took over. Keeping in
mind the styling of the early
“American classic gunstock,”
as crafted by Tom Shelhamer,
Al Linden, Bob Owens, R.F.
Sedgley, August Pachmayr
and others, Farman started
with a stick of quarter-sawn
California English walnut fea-
turing fiddleback figure from
end-to-end. He whittled out a
classic stock with lines somewhat
softer than they tend to be these days,
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but in keeping with custom stocks typical of
the pre-war era.

The cheek piece features the European
style of rounded ends and has a beaded
shadow line. The stock features light
fluting along each side of the comb’s nose,
and is fitted with a steel buttplate so typ-
ical of the pre-war period. Farman fitted a
steel grip cap of the style used most often
by Westley Richards during the era, and
also fitted an ebony forend tip. He finished
the stock with a traditional hand-rubbed
tung oil finish, and checkered the stock in
a point pattern at 24 lpi. The wonderful
checkering was then accented with a fine
line border, something not often done
these days.

continued on page 69

         





By Charles Q. Cutshaw

When Less Really Is More

H&K MP7 PDW

Heckler &Koch’s 
Cutting-Edge Compacts
G36CAnd MP7PDW
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H&K MP7 PDW
Personal defense weapons (PDWs) have

been of military interest for some time. The
United States issued a PDW requirement
several years ago, but never brought it to a
solicitation. Britain’s Ministry of Defense,
however, declared its intent to purchase
some 15,000 PDWs between 2003 and 2005. 

There has been no final action on this
solicitation and like the American require-
ment it now appears dormant. 

H&K’s MP7 was clearly in anticipation
of the UK requirement and others that might
potentially follow, although PDWs as a class
of small arm have yet to be adopted by any
military service.

Neither Fish Nor Fowl
PDWs are intended to arm soldiers

whose duties are not near the forward
combat area, soldiers whose duties require
their hands to be free, and soldiers whose
duties do not normally require an infantry
rifle. They essentially bridge the gap
between pistols and rifles, being cham-
bered for a cartridge whose ballistics
exceed those of the former, but are less than
those of the latter. 

In that context, H&K’s MP7 is the quin-
tessence of a PDW. Whether or not PDWs as
a class of small arm will establish itself is
not within the purview of this brief article,
but any new weapon such as the MP7 com-
bined with an untried cartridge entails a
degree of risk for the manufacturer. 

Technically, H&K’s MP7 is a state-of-
the-art small arm. The receiver and external
components are virtually all of polymer con-
struction, as are other recent H&K designs,
such as the G36 rifle and UMP subma-
chinegun. The PDW is chambered for a new
cartridge, the 4.6x30mm (.18 caliber), devel-
oped jointly between H&K and Royal
Ordnance Radway Green. 

Detail Inspection
H&K’s MP7 is a locked breech, select

fire, gas-operated small arm. The gas system
utilizes a short-stroke piston to drive the bolt
carrier assembly to the rear. The MP7 has a
cold hammer forged, chrome-plated barrel
with six lands and grooves with a right hand
twist. The bolt mechanism uses the tried and
true Stoner principle with a multiple lugged
bolt in a carrier that uses a cam and pin
mechanism for locking and unlocking. 

The reflex sighting system is made for
H&K by Hensoldt and is mounted on a
MIL-STD-1913 rail. The optical sight has
relatively long eye-relief, so it can be used
either close to the eye when the MP7 is
fired as a carbine, or at arm’s length when
the PDW is fired as a pistol. The optical
sight works either by using ambient light
or under low light conditions, from a bat-
tery or tritium insert. There are backup
open sights in case the optical sight
becomes damaged or is removed. 

SPECIFICATIONS
MP7 G36C

4.6x30mm CALIBER 5.56x45mm
Gas, locked breech OPERATING PRINCIPLE Gas, locked breech

700 rd/min CYCLIC RATE 750 rd/min
Box magazine, 20/40 rd. FEED Box magazine, 30 rd*

Collapsible BUTTSTOCK Folding
Optical, open sight backup SIGHTS Open**

Polygonal, 6 grooves, RH RIFLING 6 lands & grooves, RH
7.08 in (180mm) BARREL LENGTH 8.9 in (228mm)
21.2in (541mm) OAL, STOCK EXTENDED 28.2 in (718mm)

13.4 in (340mm) OAL, STOCK COLLAPSED 19.6 in (500mm)
1.8 in (48mm) WIDTH 2.4 in (62mm)

6.7 in (172mm) HEIGHT 8.8 in (224mm)
2.6 lb (1.2kg) EMPTY WEIGHT 6.17 lb (2.8kg)

*10 or 100 round magazines optional.
**MIL-STD-1913 rail mount for optical sights is standard.

H&K G36C
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that its barrel is so short that the
potential exists for a user to place
his or her hand over the muzzle
under stress. 

We should note, however, that
H&K has placed a “hook” at the
forearm tip to prevent one’s hand
from overriding it and inadver-
tently covering the muzzle. We

preferred to shoot the little PDW using the folding foregrip.
The MP7 was easy to control both in rapid-fire semiauto-
matic and full automatic. Felt recoil was negligible, and
muzzle rise virtually nonexistent. 

We fired the weapon at ranges of 25 and 50 meters, the
latter distance representing about the limit of the realistic
effective range of such a weapon. We found it easy to place
a high percentage of bullets in the center of mass of our sil-
houette target. The reader will note from our discussion of
the 4.6x30mm cartridge below that the PDW can be used
effectively to a range of at least 100 meters. 

Shooting the MP7 can best be described as pleasant and
uneventful, a tribute to the overall excellent design of the
little weapon and its diminutive 4.6x30mm cartridge. 

The MP7 feeds from a detachable staggered-row box
magazine. Two magazines are available — 20 and 40 round
capacities. The magazine well is in the weapon’s pistol grip.
The MP7 has a folding foregrip and collapsible buttstock.
Cyclic rate is approximately 700 rounds per minute.

Hot Brass And A Caution
We found the MP7 to be very pleasant to shoot. The con-

trols are well-placed, fully ambidextrous and intuitive to
use. The sliding buttstock retracts easily into its fully
extended position and the foregrip aids in maintaining con-
trol in fully automatic fire. 

Our only possible complaint about this little weapon is

32 GUNS MAGAZINEFEBRUARY 2003

     



The Cartridge Is The Question
A key element of the MP7’s design is the

4.6x30mm nontoxic cartridge. The bullet is
of solid steel, copper plated and weighs 24.7
grains (1.6g). It leaves the muzzle at 2,379
fps (725 mps), with muzzle energy of 312 ft-
lb. (420 joules). In contrast, the standard
NATO 9x19mm cartridge has a muzzle
velocity of 1,299fps (396 mps) and a muzzle
energy of 430 ft-lb. (583 joules). 

The 4.6mm bullet has a high ballistic
coefficient, and is fired at a higher velocity
than the 9mm, which gives it a flatter tra-
jectory and greater range. The 9mm bullet,
for example, will not defeat the standard
NATO CRISAT target (1.6mm of titanium
and 20 layers of Kevlar®) at 50 meters. The
4.6mm bullet, on the other hand, will defeat it at over 100
meters, with sufficient velocity to transfer 85 ft-lb. (115
joules) of energy into and completely perforate a 150mm
thick block of ordnance gelatin behind the armor barrier. 

This greater penetration is due to the higher velocity

of the 4.6mm bullet, as well as its construction of copper-
plated solid steel, while the 9mm bullet is copper with a
lead core. H&K states the PDW’s 4.6mm bullet will also
penetrate NATO’s CRISAT armored personnel target at
200 meters. 

continued on page 64
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ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART
LOAD VELOCITY AVERAGE

Black Hills 52 gr. Match 3,260 fps .605”
Cor-Bon 50 gr. Ballistic Tip 3,222 fps .75"

PMC 52 gr. Match 3,198 fps .641"
PMC 55 gr. FMJ 2,992 fps 1.43"

Winchester 50 gr. Ballistic Tip 3,359 fps .625"
Wolf 62 gr. FMJBT 3,178 fps 1.125"

Groups are an average of four consecutive 5-shot groups fired from the
bench at 100 yards. Velocity readings were taken 12' from the muzzle at

an ambient temperature of 64 degrees F with an Oehler 35P.

TIKKA M595 CONTINENTAL SPECIFICATIONS
Caliber: .223 Remington, seven other standard and 

Magnum chamberings available
Action: Manual turn bolt w/dual opposed lugs

Feed: 3 round detachable box
Barrel: 233⁄8" Cold hammer forged Match w/1:12" twist

Overall Length: 433⁄4"
Weight: 8.1 pounds

Stock: Walnut w/adjustable butt 
MSRP: $720 ($750 for Magnums)

When it comes to sporting rifles, one of the best-kept secrets
is a Woodpecker from Finland. While everyone has heard
of Sako and rightly so, few are aware of the fine line of

rifles marketed by Sako under the Tikka banner. Recently I had a
chance to test a Tikka M595, Continental Varmint rifle in .223. I
came away quite impressed by its handsome good looks and slick
action, as well as its superb accuracy. 

The more I handled and shot the Tikka, the more I liked
almost everything about it. It’s an impressive rifle, yet the name
is one few recognize here in the U.S. Since so little is known
about this line of rifles I decided to do a little digging. What I
found was not the mundane history of a company building
hunting rifles for sportsmen, but instead an epic tale of a people’s
desperate fight for freedom. 

Born In Turmoil
To be honest, it would be impossible to properly tell the history

of this rifle’s lineage without speaking of how Tikka rifles came into
being in the first place. 

Prior to 1917, Finland had been part of Imperial Russia, the Czar
ruling as the Grand Duke of Finland. However, this came to a rapid
and abrupt end at the outbreak of the Russian Revolution. While the
Reds were able to pull the Czar from his throne and eventually sub-
jugate all of Russia, such was not the case in Finland. 

A Finnish Aristocrat and former Czarist General, Baron Carl Emil
Mannerheim, rose up and led the White anti-Communist forces
during a brutal civil war. He crushed the Red Communists around
mid-1918, and cast off the oppressive Russian yoke.

Nicely target-crowned
muzzle of the M594.
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Unfortunately their bravery and skill-at-
arms could not save them from the relent-
less Russian hordes. They were eventually
overwhelmed. To save Sako, a controlling
interest was donated to the Red Cross in
1945. This was done to exempt the com-
pany from confiscation by the USSR as part
of Finnish war reparations. 

Sewing Machines?
Civilian goods were produced for a

time, but by 1946, Sako was back in the
arms business and has remained there ever
since. They produced not only military
weapons, but also became famous for their
handsome and superbly accurate sporting
rifles. From an austere birth rebuilding
Mosin-Nagants in an old brewery, Sako has
gone on to earn an enviable reputation for
both quality and accuracy. 

Unlike Sako, Tikkakoski did not immedi-
ately return to the manufacture of firearms.
Instead, the company suffered the indignity
of being forced to produce sewing machines,

As can be expected,
the defense of their newfound
liberty was of immediate concern to the
Finn’s. During these early years, two com-
panies would come to play important roles
by providing weapons for the defense of
Finland. The better known of the two was of
course Sako, and the other Oy Tikkakoski. 

These two companies would both play a
key part in rebuilding and later refurbishing
Mosin-Nagant rifles for the Finnish Defense
Forces. While Sako’s story begins in 1919,
Tikkakoski’s history actually predates
Sako’s, the company having been established
by 1890. The name Tikka (woodpecker) is
derived from the name of the village where

the company was located —
Tikkakoski, which means

Woodpecker Rapids. 

Checkered History
This village is located in the

center of the country, 15 miles north
of Jyvaskyla. While Tikkakoski was

not originally involved in the manufac-
ture of firearms, such work was under-

taken in 1918. Like Sako, Tikkakoski was
tasked with the refurbishment of Mosin
rifles, although their most famous wartime
product was probably the M-31 subma-
chinegun designed by Aimo Lahti.

When the Soviets returned to lay claim to
Finland in 1939, the Finns put their Sako
and Tikka produced Mosins to good use,
heroically defending the freedom of their
homeland. In doing so they gained lasting
respect for their marksmanship skills, and
bravery, during the Winter War of 1939/40
and the Continuation War. 

Buttstock shows nice shape, attractive
wood grain and crisp checkering.

1

2

3
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The bolt head carries a beefy
claw extractor and a plunger-
type ejector.

Integral scope mounting rail combined with drilled
and tapped holes maximizes your options.

          



ejector. One feature that I like is that the bolt’s
right lug is slotted, and rides over a guide in
the receiver. This ensures that the bolt does not
bind, even during rapid manipulation. 

At the rear of the bolt is a cocking indi-
cator. When the action is cocked, a tab
with a red dot protrudes from the rear of
the action indicating the rifle is cocked.
The bolt can be fully disassembled with
the aid of only a screwdriver.

As It Should Be
Beneath the action is a well-designed

adjustable trigger. In these days of litiga-
tion spooked companies where even
Remington Police rifles come with 6-
pound triggers, I found this a breath of
fresh air. The trigger is a single-stage unit,
easily adjusted from 2 to 4 pounds. It
arrived from the factory set to 3 pounds. 

To the front of the trigger assembly is a
detachable magazine. It’s of the reliable and
smooth feeding single-stack design, is fabri-
cated from a durable synthetic material, and

to enhance accuracy, it features slab sides and
a large ejection port. 

The receiver is available in both a long
and short action, and the rifle is offered in a
variety of popular magnum and non-
magnum calibers (.17 Remington, .22-250,
.308 and in their Long Range Hunter .25-06,
.270, 7mm Rem. Mag., and .300 Win.
Mag.). Our test rifle, being a .223, featured
their short (.308 length) action. 

On the left rear of the receiver is the bolt
release, and on the right the safety. The
safety is a simple two-position affair, push it
forward to place the weapon on Fire and to
the rear for Safe. The top of the heavy
receiver features an integrally machined
17mm dovetail for mounting optics. In addi-
tion, it’s also drilled and tapped for universal
scope mounting blocks.

Inside the receiver rides a fairly conven-
tional looking bolt with dual opposed locking
lugs. The bolt face is recessed to enshroud the
base of the cartridge for added strength and
safety. It features a beefy Sako-style claw
extractor in conjunction with a plunger

which were shipped to the Soviet Union as
war reparations. However in 1957, they
introduced a line of hunting rifles and com-
bination guns, and the Tikka banner returned.
By 1974 though, the company had fallen on
hard times, and was purchased by Nokia. 

Production continued in Tikkakoski until
1988 when the company was merged with
Sako and the facility moved to Riihimaki.
There the production of Tikka models was
renewed, independent from the Sako line. In
2000, Sako Ltd. was purchased by Beretta,
and today these impressive Finnish rifles
add character to the respected offerings of
this Italian firm.

First Look
Upon arrival, my Tikka M595 Continental

Varmint rifle proved to be a fine looking rifle.
No kin whatsoever to the 98 Mauser action
that had been used on previous Tikka models,
the M595 is a thoroughly modern design. The
heart of the rifle is a robust, cold hammer-
forged receiver. Designed to be extremely stiff
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has a capacity of 3 rounds (a 5 rounder is
listed as an option). It inserts easily by
pushing it straight in until it locks in place.
Once locked it’s held securely and does not
rattle. The magazine release, a rectangular
button, is located on the right side of the
rifle’s stock. A spring-loaded plunger
ensures the magazine is ejected cleanly, a
nice feature.

To the action is mated a 233⁄8-inch
varmint weight match barrel. The barrel is
cold hammer-forged and featured a well-
executed target crown. For superior accu-
racy it’s free-floated for its entire length.
As it’s intended for shooting lighter
weight bullets, the twist is 1:12 inches.
Dropping a borescope down the tube
revealed a nicely finished bore with only a
few rough spots. 

The barreled action is dropped into an oil
finished walnut stock. This unit is adjustable
for length of pull via spacers, and the
buttplate can also be adjusted for height. The
forend is wide and flat enough to settle
nicely into sandbags, yet round enough to be
comfortable in the hand. The forearm and
pistol grip both feature nice checkering. All
in all, it is an attractive rifle, with nicely
blued metal contrasting with an attractive
piece of walnut.

A Single Reservation
Weight without optics is surprisingly

light, at just a hair over 8 pounds. My sole

complaint involves the trigger guard. It’s
manufactured of a synthetic material. Give
me a steel trigger guard any day.

I was interested in evaluating the Tikka
for five major points. These were work-
manship, reliability, accuracy, handling,
and bolt speed. To facilitate testing, I
mounted a Leupold 3.5-10x40mm Vari-X
III M1 Long-Range scope. Warne rings
were utilized. 

These particular rings are a new offering
by Warne. They’re both rugged and beauti-
fully made. Available in either regular or a
Quick Release lever style in a variety of
heights, they nicely complement this attrac-
tive rifle. The Leupold I chose because it’s
an excellent piece of glass for the serious
rifleman. Featuring target style turrets with
reliable 1/4 MOA adjustments, a side par-
allax knob and excellent optics, it looked
right at home on the Tikka. 

To check the Tikka’s accuracy, it was
fired from a Wichita rest in conjunction
with a rear bunny bag at 100 yards. Five, 5-
shot groups were recorded with each load.
Velocity readings were recorded 12 feet
from the muzzle with an Oehler 35P
chronograph. 

Ambient temperature during testing was
64 degrees F. A steady 2-mph wind blew
from the 9 o’clock position. While only in
the 60’s, mirage was considerable during
testing, making things more difficult than I
would have liked. 
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Wide Variety Of Ammo
Ammunition used during testing con-

sisted of PMC’s 52-grain HPBT Match and
55-grain FMJBT. PMC’s .308 Match load
has earned my respect, and their .223 Match
load is also very consistent and accurate.
From Black Hills’ extensive line of .223
loads, I selected their 52-grain HPBT Match
load. I shoot quite a bit of Black Hills 68-
grain Match loads in fast-twist AR’s with
excellent results, and have come to be very
fond of this brand of ammunition. 

In addition, I examined two hunting
loads, Winchester’s 50-grain Ballistic Tip,
and Cor-Bon’s 50-grain Ballistic Tip
loading. From past experience I knew
Winchester’s load to shoot like match
ammunition but the Cor-Bon load was new
to me. Lastly, I utilized a large quantity of
Wolf Performance Ammunition’s inexpen-
sive steel-cased 62-grain FMJBT. 

The Tikka proved extremely comfortable
to shoot, both on and off the bench. With a
round in the chamber, all one had to do was
settle the rifle into the Wichita rest, align the
Leupold’s crosshairs, and slowly squeeze the
trigger. At the exact moment 3 pounds pressure
was applied to the trigger, the rifle would bark.

Recoil, of course, was mild. Working the
bolt would send the empty case flying and
load a fresh round into the chamber. Four
more squeezes and you had an impressive
group for an out of the box rifle. 

continued on page 71
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The recently introduced Blaser (blah’zer) R93 LRS2 (Long
Range Sporter, Version 2) Precision Tactical rifle imported by
SIGARMS is an extremely accurate and reasonably priced

rifle intended for military, police and civilian precision shooting and
long-range hunting. To say the Blaser R93 LRS2 is unconventional in
appearance is an understatement, but every aspect of the rifle is
designed for precision shooting. 

As far as we can determine, this unique rifle also represents the
state-of-the-art in bolt-action firearm technology and design. That’s a
pretty strong statement, but stay with us and see just what causes
someone who has been shooting for nearly 50 years to make such a
categorical statement.

Purpose Built
The Blaser R93 Tactical Rifle is optimized for use at ranges to 500

meters and beyond. To provide some idea of the innovative tech-
nology that went into the Blaser, we should note that the rifle incor-
porates no less than nine separate patents in its design! 

Standard Blaser optics are the excellent Leupold Vari-XIII
Tactical scope, but we equipped our test example with a revolu-
tionary 4 to 16 x 50mm Horus Vision Sighting System that eliminates
dialing in “come-ups,” and uses computer technology to virtually
guarantee first round hits every time at unbelievably long distances. 

We’ll go into this remarkable new sighting system in some detail

STORY BY Charles Q. Cutshaw PHOTOS BY Ichiro Nagata

Blaser’s R93 Tactical Rifle
An unusual action design coupled with careful 

construction produces an outstanding long-range rifle.
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Blaser’s R93 Tactical Rifle
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Horus Vision Sighting System

The Horus Vision Sighting
System is the first system
that incorporates every ele-

ment necessary for precision long
range shooting into a single tele-
scopic sight. Used properly, it elim-
inates dialing in elevation
“come-ups” and windage adjust-
ments. The sighting system comes
complete with telescopic sight,
hand-held computer, Kestrel
Weather Station
and computer
software. 

The latter is
used for preparing
range cards to
supplement the
hand held com-
puter. Most expe-
rienced shooters,
however, simply
use the range card
as a cheat sheet
for rapid fire
shooting even out to 1,000 yards. 

The hand-held computer,
though, is more precise and virtu-
ally ensures a first round hit as far
as the rifle’s effective range. With a
Horus Vision Sighting System
installed, if a target can be seen, it
can be hit — usually with the first
shot.

Once the rifle is properly
zeroed, the ballistic data for the
round used, along with weather
data is simply entered into the
hand-held computer. The Horus
Vision reticle, graduated in stan-
dard Marine Corps milliradians
(mils) is used to determine distance
to the target. Horus Vision
rangefinder works with the widely
used “Mil-Dot Master.” 

Wind is doped either with the
Kestrel, or via the usual methods.
Distance and wind are then entered
into the hand-held computer,
which indicates exactly where on
the reticle to hold for a first round
hit. If the first shot misses, the
second shot correction is as simple
as moving the reticle’s point of
aim. Horus Vision is actually much
simpler and more precise than the

current mil-dot
reticles in use by
the military.

If a second
target is observed
or the wind
changes, there is
no need to turn
the elevation or
windage knobs;
range is changed
by adjusting the
point of aim on
the reticle.

Needless to say, the Horus Vision
System is far faster and more pre-
cise than any long-range sighting
system in current use. Several dif-
ferent reticles are available that are
tailored to the type of long range
shooting envisioned.

The accompanying illustration
shows how the Horus Vision ret-
icle. For a complete description of
its workings, see the company's
Website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Horus Vision Sighting

Systems
[650] 465-6066

www.horusvision.com

separately, but we believe that the combination of the Blaser
R93 and the Horus Vision sighting system will surpass vir-
tually any production rifle in practical long-range accuracy.

The R93 LRS2 Tactical is built on an aluminum frame,
with non-slip polymer-covered aluminum furniture. The
stock is adjustable for length of pull via spacers. It also has
a vertically adjustable cheek piece and the butt plate is
adjustable both up and down and pivots 15 degrees right or
left. The rifle is also provided with a buttstock monopod that
can be fine-tuned via a threaded “foot.” 

The single stage match trigger is adjustable for pull
weight, take-up and overtravel. The R93 Tactical’s standard

barrel is of hammer forged chrome molybdenum steel, cryo-
genically treated and fluted to minimize vibration and opti-
mize cooling. An optional muzzle brake reduces felt recoil
in the .308 version to approximately the .243 level, while
the .300 Winchester Magnum variant’s recoil is reduced to
approximately that of a .308 without affecting accuracy. 

Interestingly, barrels can be changed by the user in a
matter of minutes. All steel parts are protected with a corro-
sion resistant, hard powder coating. A detachable anti-
mirage strap is optional. 

In addition to the Horus Vision telescopic sight men-
tioned previously, we also fitted the rifle with a Versa-Pod
bipod from Keng’s Firearm Specialty. The Versa-Pod is a
close copy of the very expensive Parker Hale bipod, albeit
at far less cost. The Versa-Pod can be attached using the
standard hand stop, or via Keng’s new adapter that mounts
directly into the R93’s integral forearm rail. 

The Versa-Pod requires only one hand to deploy, has indi-
vidually adjustable legs, pivots and has traverse capability.
Once the shooter obtains his best position, leaning slightly
forward on the rifle locks the Versa-Pod into position.

Novel Action
The R93 Tactical is a manually operated straight-pull

bolt action rifle unlike any previous such design. Feeding
is from a detachable five-round (four rounds in .300 Win.
Mag.) box magazine. One might believe that using the
straight pull bolt would initially be cumbersome and
involve relearning bolt manipulation, but this was not the

$

The buttstock features both a multitude of adjustments and
a monopod.
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TABLE 1: ACCURACY RESULTS AT 100 YARDS.
Average Velocity LargestGroup Smallest Group AverageGroup

Black Hills .308 Match 175 gr. 2,600 fps .6 inch .48 inch .54 inch
Remington .308 Match 168 gr. 2,680 fps .58 inch .5 inch .54 inch
Black Hills .300 Win. Mag. Match 190 gr. 2,950 fps .75 inch* .28 inch .52 inch
*This group was fired from a very hot barrel and is not representative of the accuracy of this rifle. Groups from a 
cool or warm barrel consistently were less than .5 MOA.

Blaser R93 Tactical Rifle 
SPECIFICATIONS

Caliber: .308 Winchester standard. Also available in .223 
Remington, .22-250, .300 Winchester Magnum 
and .338 Lapua Magnum

Locking: Collet locking system, 360-degree support 
Operating

System:
Manual, Straight pull bolt action

Trigger: Single-stage match, adjustable for weight and 
overtravel. Standard setting: 3.2 lb. 

Barrel: Chrome molybdenum nickel steel, Cold hammer 
forged, cryogenically treated, fluted, corrosion 
resistant powder coated. 600mm (23.6") long; 
twist rate, 1:11" 

Stock: Aluminum skeleton frame/receiver, non-slip 
polymer finish on buttstock and forearm. 

Weight: 12 lbs. 
Price: $2,480 MSR, base rifle. Options include anti-

mirage strap, sling, bipod, muzzle brake, 
mounting rings and hard carry case. Total sug-
gested retail price with all options is $3,450.
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case. Pulling the bolt to the rear was a nat-
ural movement that required no learning
curve whatsoever. 

The rifle’s functioning over several hun-
dred rounds of Remington and Black Hills
.308 and Black Hills .300 Win. Mag. match
ammunition was flawless. There was not a
single stoppage of any kind. The smoothness
and ease of operation of the R93’s straight
pull bolt action defies description. It is diffi-
cult to imagine the rifle is actually working
through a full operating cycle of unlocking,
extracting, ejecting, feeding and chambering. 

On the Blaser, bolt manipulation was one
smooth “pull-push” for each round, with no
binding or obtrusive resistance whatsoever.
This is almost certainly attributable to the
novel collet bolt locking system and the rail
system on which the bolt assembly rides.
The absence of a feed ramp over which each
cartridge must pass also contributes to the
rifle’s smooth operation and its accuracy. 

The Blaser’s ease of operation facilitates
quick follow-up shots and bolt movement is
short enough that the shooter need not lift his
head from the cheekpiece as he works the
action. Empty casings were thrown well clear
of the action by the plunger-type ejector. 

The Collet Is The Key
Locking is by a unique collet system

that gives 360-degree support to the 14
locking “fingers.” The bolt assembly slides
on two steel guide rails mounted in the alu-
minum receiver and the radial collet
locking lugs lock into a ring in the barrel
extension, obviating the need for a conven-
tional steel receiver. 

When the bolt is pressed fully forward,
an internal stud expands the collet lugs,
locking the bolt and barrel together. When
fired, chamber pressure against the bolt face
actually forces the locking collets more
tightly into the locking ring, thereby mini-
mizing the possibility of locking mechanism
failure. There is no bolt rotation whatsoever. 

The Blaser system also eliminates the need
for a feed ramp — cartridges are aligned with
the chamber while in the magazine, and fed in
a straight line as the bolt is pushed into battery.
This feature prevents damage to bullet noses
as the cartridge is chambered. 

As if this weren’t enough, the Blaser bolt
system can be changed to left hand operation
simply by changing the bolt and bolt carrier.
The bolt head must be changed for left-hand
ejection while the southpaw bolt carrier places
the operating handle on the rifle’s left side. 

Take-Down Convenience
For transportation, the R93 LRS2 can be

disassembled by separating the barrel and
stock assemblies without affecting the rifle’s
zero. We tested this by zeroing our R93 LRS2,
removing the barrel, then replacing it and
shooting again. The point of impact was
unchanged. Of course, changing calibers
requires having a barrel that has already been
zeroed. Once barrels have a sight installed and
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have been zeroed, they can be interchanged.
On top of everything else, the Blaser R93

LRS2 is a multi-caliber rifle. Changing cal-
ibers is almost as simple as changing the
barrel, which is held in place by two captive
socket-head cap screws. Loosening the two
cap screws with the bolt retracted frees the
barrel, which can then be lifted off and
replaced with a barrel of different caliber. 

Our R93 LRS2 came with two caliber
conversion sets — .308 Winchester and .300
Winchester Magnum. The conversion to
.300 Win. Mag. necessitates replacing not
only the barrel, but the bolt head and maga-
zine as well. The entire conversion process
takes less than five minutes, if both barrels
have sights installed.

Changing bolt heads requires lifting a
small retaining bar in the bolt carrier to allow
the bolt head to be withdrawn. The new bolt
head is then inserted and locked into place by
lowering the retaining bar. The final step in
the process is changing magazines. When
changing barrels, there is no torque setting for
the lock screws; hand tightening them using a
T-handled hex wrench automatically sets
them to the proper torque. 

Quick Change Act
The R93 LRS2 Tactical is available

with several different interchangeable cal-
iber barrels, bolt heads and magazines —
.223 Remington (5.56x45mm), .22-250,
.308 Winchester (7.62x51mm), .300
Winchester Magnum and .338 Lapua
Magnum are all available. 

The R93’s patented trigger mechanism,
like the rest of the rifle, is unique. It does not
have a sear in the traditional sense. The
striker release presses down on a small
“button,” actually a captive pin in the stock
that also serves as a disconnector. The test
rifle’s trigger broke like the proverbial glass
rod at precisely 3 pounds. 

The safety is stated to be of the three-
position type, but actually it is what might
better be termed a “Two and one half posi-
tion” safety. In the “up” position, the rifle is
ready to fire, indicated by a large red dot on
the bolt’s rear. Pressing the safety in slightly
allows it to move down under spring pres-
sure to the “safe” position, covering the red
dot. In this position, the entire rifle,
including the bolt and trigger is locked and
the firing mechanism decocked. 

In order to open the bolt, however, the
safety may be pressed slightly forward until
spring resistance is felt. With the safety
button depressed, the operating handle may
be pulled to the rear and the bolt opened.
The firing mechanism remains safely locked
and decocked during this operation.

Aluminum Heart
The heart of the R93 LRS2 Tactical is an

aluminum frame on which every component is
mounted. This lightweight frame is extremely
rigid and is one reason for the Blaser’s accu-
racy. The magazine well is integral to the
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frame, and incorporating this feature in no way
degrades from the R93’s accuracy. 

The innovative construction of the Blaser
that makes it very rigid also makes it light for
a rifle of its class. The Blaser R93 tactical
weighs only 12 pounds (5.4kg) complete with
telescopic sight, bipod and all accessories. 

Despite technical innovation, the proof
of any new rifle is in the shooting and so we
headed to the local range to put the Blaser to
the test. The important thing with this rifle is
not only its accuracy, but its ability to main-
tain that accuracy when barrels are changed.
We proved this capability by removing and
replacing the barrel and then by changing
caliber to .300 Win. Mag. The point of
impact did not change any more than it
would have if we had simply gotten up and
then resumed our position.

Our first five-round shot group at 100
yards using Black Hills 175-grain moly-coat
ammunition ran .58 inch. With a warm
barrel, the second shot group measured a
mere .48 inch! The largest shot group using
Black Hills 175-grain ammunition was a
scant .6 inch. 

Removing and replacing the barrel had no
effect on group size or point of impact.
Remington 168-grain match ammunition
delivered a shot group of .58 inch. We should
note these groups were achieved from an out-
of-the-box rifle with no break in whatsoever. 

More Power In An Instant
Switching caliber, groups fired with the

.300 Winchester Magnum barrel were
slightly smaller than those using the .308
barrel. After firing a fouling shot, the first
.300 Win. Mag. group was only .36 inch in
diameter! The second group was slightly
larger at .412 inch. At 100-yards distance,
the Blaser delivered well under sub half-
minute of accuracy out-of-the-box, with no
barrel break-in whatsoever. 

After 10 shots of 190-grain Black Hills
.300 Win. Mag. Moly-coat bullets at 3,000
feet per second, the Blaser’s barrel began to
heat up and the groups to expand slightly.
The last two groups were approximately 3/4
MOA, but the barrel was also quite warm —
nearly too hot to touch. 

We should point out that one will rarely,
if ever, fire this many rounds of hot .300 Win
Mag ammunition in rapid succession.
Several days after our initial test, we
returned to the range with the Blaser and
achieved a three-round .300 Win. Mag.
group of only .285 inch diameter!

Texas Testing
We took the Blaser with us to “Rifles

Only,” a new long-range shooting facility
near Kingsville, Texas, to better test the
Horus Vision sighting system and the Blaser
out to 1,000 yards distance. Even in the
strong (up to 15 mph) and variable South
Texas winds, we were able to achieve 90
percent plus hits on man-size steel silhou-
ettes at 1,000 yards. 

       



The rifle and scope combination made
shooting at 500 to 700 yards so simple as to be
routine. It took shooting at 900 and 1,000
yards to really challenge the .300 Win. Mag.
Blaser and its Horus Vision Sighting System.
There were several law enforcement snipers
present during our shooting exercises that
were deeply impressed by the Blaser’s accu-
racy, simplicity and speed of operation. 

Because of the Horus Vision Sighting
System, we could engage targets at any dis-
tance instantly without taking time to reset
the elevation and windage knobs.

Final Words
All in all, we found the Blaser R93 LRS2

Tactical Rifle to be remarkable in every way.
It is remarkable in overall quality, remark-
able in terms of innovative features, remark-
able in accuracy and remarkable in breaking
new ground in precision shooting. 

The rifle is superbly accurate, well bal-
anced, easy handling, and — thus far —
totally reliable. The flexibility of having
variable power with precision accuracy by
simply changing barrels is unique — the
Blaser is almost like getting two rifles for
the price of one. 

Our sole reservation  — it can’t be called a
complaint — is the Blaser’s proprietary
method of mounting ’scope rings on the barrel.
While the mounts are rigid and return to zero,
we’d like to see an adapter for a MIL-STD-
1913 rail, so we could have some options. 

That said, the rifle’s many positive attrib-
utes lead to the impression the R93 LRS2
will probably hold up well under extended
use, although this will require extended
testing. In sum, there are a few custom rifles
that equal the Blaser’s accuracy, but none
have the Blaser’s combination of innovative
features, and all are far more expensive.
Simply stated, there is nothing in the world
quite like the Blaser R93 LRS2.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

SIGARMS, Inc.
[603] 772-2302
www.sigarms.com

Black Hills Ammunition
[605] 348-5150

www.black-hills.com

Mil-Dot Master Firing Solution
Calculator

PO Box 1535
Los Lunas, NM 87031

[505] 656-0760

Remington Arms Company
[336] 548-8546

www.Remington.com

Versa-Pod
Keng’s Firearms Specialty

[404] 691-7611
Joe: Sidebar Please
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When I shot on the fledgling “pro tour” of prac-
tical pistol matches, I played the game and shot
to win. For the score of years since, I’ve

learned to shoot them as laboratories for self-defense
shooting techniques and skills. 

A combat match certainly isn’t a gunfight, but the best
matches are a microcosm of a gunfight, in that you have to
exhibit similar skills under stress to win. Thus, the lessons
you learn at the matches can translate directly to the street.
This was reinforced for me at two recent shooting events.

Know Thy Sidearm
I recently competed in the New England Regional

Championships of IDPA (International Defensive Pistol
Association), sponsored by Pioneer Sportsmen in
Dunbarton, N.H., and ably run by a crew led by Mike
Briggs and Bob Wescott. I decided to shoot it with a
newly introduced 1911 pistol with an unconventional
type of extractor that this particular manufacturer was
using for the first time.

Bad move. Five hard-to-clear malfunctions in four of
the eight stages left me dead last in Master class. The
new extractor design was not, it seemed, all its designers
had hoped it would be. I had been dumb enough to trust
a brand I’d had good luck with before, running only three
magazines through it to make sure it was sighted in
before I took it to the line.

Sad story? No, just a stupid story. The sad story would
have resulted if I’d been on the street when I found out
the new gun didn’t work, instead of at a match. Lesson:
Never trust for serious purposes a gun you haven’t fired
enough to be certain of its reliability. I wouldn’t carry on
the street a gun I hadn’t put 200 duty loads through with
zero malfunctions. And I was an idiot not to follow the
same rule at the tournament.

The consequences of this sort of thing are much worse in
the real world. Years ago, a high-tech gun buff out toward the

Pacific loaded his gas-operated
pistol with trendy, ultra-light
bullet hypervelocity ammo, but
never tried firing the gun with the

expensive pre-fragmented rounds. He
simply trusted it to work. 

When he needed it, it jammed
after the first shot, since the light,
super-fast rounds wouldn’t reliably
cycle the gas-operated mechanism.
He got a savage beating out of the
deal, and escaped being shot only

because when the attackers got his gun
they couldn’t figure out how to clear the jam.

Beware the Shoot-Through
The Nashua Fish & Game Club sponsored the N.H.,

IDPA State Championships as an unsanctioned event,
since unlike IDPA, they prefer to use a hot range. Greg
Doppstadt and his team did a great job running it, and
with input from their sister organization — Tactical Arts
Group — came up with some challenging scenarios. 

One was a bank holdup that had turned into a mas-
sacre, requiring the shooter to fire at the perpetrator tar-
gets amidst a maze of “innocents.” What I thought was a
good run with my Bob Lloyd-tuned S&W Model 686
revolver suddenly turned bad. 

Scoring revealed that two of my 158-grain round nose
lead Federal .38 Special slugs had gone through one bad guy
target and into a good guy target behind that I hadn’t seen.
The penalty at the match was several seconds added to my
time. The penalty on the street would have been incalculable.

This reinforces why deep-penetrating ammo should
not be used for self-defense. The same “practice ammo”
might well have shot through a three-dimensional human
criminal’s torso in exactly the same way. NYPD had a
rash of some 17 innocents, including cops, shot with
over-penetrating police bullets before they switched to
124-grain Speer Gold Dot +P hollow points for the 9mm
autos most of their officers carry. They likewise changed
to 158 grain +P Federal Nyclad hollow points for the .38
Special revolvers some of their older officers still prefer. 

Lesson? For defensive use, we should carry handgun
ammunition designed to lodge in the body of the violent
attacker and not pierce through and through, where it can
endanger innocents on the far side of the intended target.
Tunnel vision, experienced by a majority of gunfight partic-
ipants, makes this a real concern. In addition, the body of the
offender may physically block your view of the bystander,
as was the case in this match-replicated scenario.

I managed to shoot high aggregate score in Stock
Service Revolver class and successfully defend my state
champion title there. Another lesson: stay in the fight and
keep giving it your best. A situation that’s
tough for you is just as tough for those
you’re shooting against.

In a combat pistol match, it’s only
your ego on the line, not
your life. Even so,
ego is a great moti-
vator. Harness it, use
it right, and it can
help you learn things
that may save your butt in the
real world. The lessons of the
shooting matches reflect and
reinforce the lessons of the street. 

When you win, you get posi-
tive reinforcement, and when you
lose, you learn lessons. That
makes the combat match a win-
win proposition for the serious
defensive handgunner.

“Train on
the range
— don’t
bleed on
the street.”

Shooting instruction from his father sparked a lifelong interest. Today, Massad
Ayoob is an award-winning practical shooter, author of numerous books on the sub-
ject, and through his Lethal Force Institute has taught many thousands of students.

Lessons From Matches
Can Reflect Lessons
From The Street

$
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Practical holsters, for our purposes, can
be defined as those suitable for car-
rying a pistol daily in urban America

today. Except for the most rare exceptions,
this means carrying concealed. Indeed,
among the 41 states where it is possible to
obtain a CCW, only Arizona allows a citizen
to go heeled openly in public.

Good practical holsters, it follows log-
ically, are also good concealment holsters.
And it’s from this premise we’re looking
at six great practical holsters from five dif-
ferent makers. Five are for the 1911
Government Model .45 ACP pistol — the
greatest fighting pistol ever designed —
and one is for S&W’s .357 Magnum L-
frame, a classic revolver.

Our criteria for selection as a great prac-
tical holster is three-fold: design excellence,
proven performance and overall quality.
Design excellence encompasses those
aspects of a holster that affect its utility-
comfort, concealability, retention of the
handgun, and speed of use. 

By proven performance, we refer to a
track record, time in the saddle, the holster’s
reputation. Lastly, we look at overall quality,
the leather itself and how well the leather-
maker demonstrates his skill in fashioning it
into a holster.

Kirkpatrick Yaqui Slide
The Yaqui slide holster came to promi-

nence primarily through the writings of
Col. Jeff Cooper who liked the simplistic
practicality and versatility of a holster that
retains only the trigger guard portion of a
handgun. With nothing to hold a barrel,
any length barrel can be carried in the
same Yaqui slide, from a two-inch Model
19 to a six-inch K-22.

The Yaqui slide, well... slides on your
belt and is contoured to conform to your
waist. It conceals the pistol extremely
well because it hugs the gun directly into
your side.

One of the better things about the min-
imalist design is that when there’s no gun
in it, the Yaqui slide doesn’t “look” like a
holster to casual observers. Even though a
CCW may make you perfectly legal, some
workplace environments frown on car-
rying firearms, but a Yaqui slide is so
unobtrusive you don’t have to take off the
holster along with your pistol just to avoid
offending a coworker.

Because the 1911 pistol comes in so
many slide lengths, the Yaqui slide is an
ideal choice for the slab-sided
Government Model. We chose the Texas
Yaqui Slide from Kirkpatrick Leather Co.
of Laredo, Texas, one of the most
respected purveyors of classic Western
leather since 1950.

Joe Kirkpatrick’s rendition of the ven-
erable Yaqui is clean and tasteful, nicely
boned and evenly stained an attractive nat-
ural leather color. The edges are nicely pol-
ished and finished with dark edge stain.
The stitching is doubled at the rear weltKirkpatrick’s Texas Yaqui

           



where the holster attaches to the belt slide.
The quality is top notch, especially for
what’s a great buy. The Texas Yaqui Slide
sells for $40 retail.

Kramer Belt Scabbard
Traditionally known simply as a pancake

holster, this double belt-looped, body-hug-
ging design has been a longtime favorite of
federal agents and undercover cops. The
pancake is often found with a thumb-break,
an invention of the devil along with flour
tortillas and light beer. We much prefer a
pancake that relies on a well-boned, proper
fit to retain the pistol securely.

We found a great rendition of the classic
pancake in the Kramer Belt Scabbard from
noted leathermaker Greg Kramer. What sets
this rig apart from lesser designs is the rock-
solid fit and precise boning that comes from
Kramer’s use of horsehide. Tougher and
more durable than cowhide, horsehide holds
its hand-boned fit much better than cowhide.

We tested a Belt Scabbard in black, for a
1911 Government Model .45 ACP pistol.
The quality of construction was exceptional,
with Kramer using not double, not triple, but
quadruple stitching in the crucial holster-belt
loop junction.

All stitching was at least doubled in non-
stress areas, another sign of quality. The
stain was even and carried a subtle matte
black color throughout. The holster was
non-lined, but the roughout side of horse-
hide is surprisingly smooth.

The tightly fitted holster needed consid-
erable break-in to obtain a good, fast draw.
This is normal of tightly boned horsehide.
Having to do several hundred dry-draws is
not an altogether terrible thing, after all.

The Kramer Belt Scabbard retails for
$85 and is available, like the Model T, in
black only. By the way, Kramer’s shark-
skin belts are superb, so if you pick up a
rig, get a belt as well.

Milt Sparks Summer Special
The Summer Special is an inside-the-

waist, rough-out design that over the years
has come to be recognized as the sign of a
true combat cognoscenti. Virtually all the
old guard instructors at Gunsite wore a
Summer Special tucked in their Levis with a
cocked-and-locked 1911 protruding out of
their waists.

The Summer Special was invented by
Bruce Nelson, a southern California cop
who stitched holsters part-time in his garage
at night. When Milt Sparks saw the elegantly
simple rig designed for the balmy California
climate, he asked Nelson if he could offer
the design himself. “No problem,” the over-
worked lawman allowed, “be my guest.”

Milt improved on the design by adding
sight rails — two strips of leather to prevent
the front sight from snagging a piece of
leather on its way out. Milt later added a
second belt loop, his last improvement to
Nelson’s original design.
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over three reinforcing strips of leather on
the inside of the holster. The wedge shape
makes for a natural sight track to prevent
the front sight from snagging on the
rough-out interior of the holster. 

A former cop with 21 years on the job,
Lee is a craftsman of the first order. The
stitching is clean and even, with double
reinforcing where the holster meets the
belt loops. There is an upper band at the
holster’s top to facilitate easy one-handed
reholstering.

The design sucks into the wearer's side
quite well, although the wedge shape prints
under clothing moreso than does a tradi-
tional pancake. The rich cordovan finish is
expertly applied, rubbed to a pleasant gloss.
Quality overall is superb.

El Paso Tom Threepersons
Tom Threepersons was a border lawman

in the 1920s who led a most colorful, if not
short, career as a Texas peace officer. Born
on a Cherokee reservation, Threepersons
scouted for Gen. Blackjack Pershing on his
expedition after Pancho Villa in 1916. He
was wounded twice in different gunfights,
run over by a smuggler, fought in World War
I and lived a hair-raising life on the
Prohibition-era Mexican border.

During the course of his lawman career,
he designed a simple yet effective holster
that was fast to access, yet secure with a
safety strap. The rig was made for him by El
Paso Saddlery. Amazingly, in this age of dot-
com-and-go businesses, the very same com-
pany continues to offer the Threepersons
design today.

In business since 1889, El Paso Saddlery
specializes in Western holsters and rigs. Their
offerings under the “modern” category are tra-
ditional classics, beautifully made and fin-
ished. El Paso offers a Yaqui slide, for instance,
several inside-the-waist models and pancakes.

The Threepersons rig is made for autos
or revolvers. We selected one for a 4-inch
S&W L-frame M686. The fit was snug in
this time-honored, one-piece design. We
ordered ours with hand-stamped decorative
tooling. Why? Because this is El Paso
Saddlery. Do you order a plain gold wedding
band from Tiffany?

Stained a deliciously rich mahogany
color, the inside of the Threepersons is light
tan. This is a traditionally lined holster, with
smooth-out top-grade cowhide on both inner
and outer surfaces of the holster.

The edge welts were nicely polished and
finished in a matching oil to the holster
body. The stiching was contrasting white,
evenly spaced and well sewn. There is one
row of double stitching where the belt flap
attaches to the holster body.

Overall, quality is very good. There is a
slight mar on the front of the holster, no
doubt a barbed wire scar on the hide of some
tough old Longhorn from whom El Paso
made this holster.

The Threepersons retails for $58 plus an
extra $20 for the hand-stamped border tooling.

The Summer Special has a piece of
spring steel in the top band that holds the
holster open to allow for effortless, one-
handed reholstering. The rough-out leather
grips clothing for secure positioning and
the extension of a piece of smooth-out
leather keeps the gun from rubbing or
abrading clothing.

The Summer Special is astonishingly
fast. We’ve seen many a top hand be able to
draw and fire an A-Zone hit from 10 yards in
under 1.5 seconds from a Summer Special.
As long as you don’t grab a handful of shirt,
the Summer Special gives up nothing in
speed to a belt rig.

The Milt Sparks Summer Special is
available for all barrel lengths of 1911 plus
other small autos and revolvers. However,
the Sparks crew warn that short-slide autos

or snubby revolvers are best used with the
Summer Special II. This slight variation of
the original design repositions the pistol
slightly for better concealment with short-
barreled pistols. The retail price of the
Summer Special is $62.50.

Haugen Wedge
Finding a novel version of the pancake

came as a pleasant surprise when we
encountered The Wedge from leathermaker
Jerry Lee of Haugen Handgun Leather. This
well-executed, thoughtfully designed belt
rig offers an interesting twist on the classic
pancake design with the leading edge of the
holster intentionally raised, giving the
design a wedge-like shape. 

The wedge is formed by hand boning
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All of these five holsters from these five
fine makers meet our criteria for an out-
standing practical holster. We recommend
matching any holster to a suitable belt,
preferably from the same maker to assure a
perfect fit. All of these rigs should be accom-
panied by a magazine pouch in the case of
the 1911, or a speedloader case or 2x2 pouch
for the revolver. Practical holsters require
practical accessories.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

El Paso Saddlery Co.
[915] 544-2233

www.epsaddlery.com

Haugen Handgun Leather
[701] 255-0723

www.haugenhandgunleather.com

Kramer Handgun Leather
[800] 510-2666

www.kramerleather.com

Kirpatrick Leather Co.
[800] 451-9394

www.kirkpatrickleather.com

Milt Sparks Holsters
[208] 377-5577

www.miltsparks.com
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This “Manhatten Project” was going to 
change the tide of trench warfare . . . . but didn’t

Story By Charles E. Petty      Photos By Stephen Richie

Jim Devereux fires the
first round of replica
ammunition through
the Pedersen Device.
GUNS Magazine grate-
fully acknowledges his
permission to share
this interesting story
with the readers.
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Long before I ever dreamt I might be able to earn a
living writing about them, I was a serious collector
of guns. With no disrespect, a collector is not

simply someone who owns a lot of guns. To qualify as a
real collection there must be a theme. Mine turned out to
be High Standard pistols. Later, my experiences led to a
book on the subject.

During much of the building of my collection, I trav-
eled with lifelong friend Jim Devereux. We went to a lot
of gun shows. Devereux’s passion is almost anything U.S.
Martial. He started in his teens, and since neither of us
will ever see 60 again, you can imagine that he’s acquired
some rather nice items. 

Unexpected Development
Now neither of us gets too revved up about guns any-

more. We haven’t seen everything, but
we have been around the block many
times. So it was a bit unusual for
Devereux to call and suggest — with
veiled excitement — I drop by. When I
walked through the door, he handed
me a sock with something heavy in it.
The shape was odd — not the usual
handgun he stores in socks — but it
only took a moment for me to know
what it was. 

“You didn’t,” I asked?
A reply wasn’t really necessary. His

grin, posture, and everything else about his
countenance said... “Yep.”

In my hands was a, “Pistol, Caliber .30
Model of 1918,” more commonly known

as a Pedersen Device. It is the rarest of the rare. Normally,
if you desire to see one a museum is your only hope. By any
measure Devereux is an advanced collector, but this was a
real coup. 

“I never thought I’d own one,” he told me. It was the
first he’d seen for sale in over 30 years of collecting.
Normally, when a treasure like this is up for sale, it goes to
a dealer who specializes in the super-rare and is sold within
a small circle of known collectors. Not so here. It was found
at a small South Carolina gun show.

Designed To Fight The Hun
The device was one of the biggest secrets of World War I,

and the naming was a bit of disinformation. With the addition
of the Pedersen Device, special Mark I 1903 Springfield

Not visible in this view is the huge grin on
Charlie’s face as he test fires the Pedersen
Device. An opportunity very few persons
have enjoyed in the past 80 years.
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rifles became a very different animal. They
were transformed from a five-shot, bolt-
action into a 40-shot semiautomatic — you
might call them the first assault rifles. 

Trench warfare involved both sides —
armed with bolt action rifles — trying to
wrest control of the other’s trench. They
were separated only by yards and the idea of
our troops going, “over the top” with eight
times more firepower than the Germans held
obvious appeal.

You could probably compare the
Pedersen device to an auxiliary chamber
that allows you to shoot a smaller cartridge
with the same diameter bullet in a larger
chamber. The forward portion of the device
is shaped just like the standard .30-06 car-
tridge, and can be adjusted to fit the rifle’s
chamber. The foremost portion of this aux-
iliary chamber incorporates many small
rifling grooves to just stabilize the bullet
before it engages the bore. 

The remainder of the device is the
mechanism, which converts the rifle to a
blowback-operated firing cycle. There is a
heavy bolt that extends out the back of the
action, and a 40-round magazine goes off
to the right at about a 45 degree angle to
preclude blocking the sigh line. The rifle
itself is specially modified in the trigger
and magazine cutoff to mate with the
device, and an ejection port is cut on the
left side of the action.

Bertram 7.65mm
French Long brass
and Redding .32
ACP dies were
pressed into service
to create the repro-
duction Pedersen
round on the right.

Headstamp of a 1919 manufactured
Pedersen cartridge.
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Direction From The Top
When General “Black Jack” Pershing

saw the device, he immediately ordered that
100,000 be manufactured. The Remington
Arms Co. produced both the Pedersen
device and its ammo. One of the best recita-
tions of the history of the device can be
found in Hatcher’s Notebook, for the general
was one of the officers who — in company
with the designer, Pedersen — demonstrated
the highly secret device for Pershing and a
small group of his staff.

From the Springfield, the device’s 80-
grain bullet produced a velocity of about
1,300 fps, and the Army discovered the
effective range was really quite short —
they put it at 300 yards — but half that
was probably more realistic. The war
ceased before the device could see combat
and production ended after 65,000 had
been made.

Your Tax Dollars At Work
As its limitations became more

obvious, the Army ordered all Pedersen
devices and accompanying ammunition be
destroyed. Most were put in a pile, doused
with gas and fuel oil, and set afire. Of
course some escaped and some of the
burned relics are around, but the Pedersen
Device is the rarest trophy for the
Springfield collector. Nobody knows how
many survive but dozens, rather than hun-
dreds, is the estimate.

As we sat around and studied and talked,
both of us remarked on how totally cool it
would be to shoot it. Devereux also had a
few rounds of original ammo, and as I
studied it a very dim bulb lit up above my
head. There was another cartridge that
looked very much like the Pedersen. A bit of
research revealed a terrific similarity with
another, equally obsolete cartridge, the 7.65
MAS — more commonly known as the .32
French Long. 

Irresistible Temptation
I wasn’t sure, and did not have a

French round for comparison, but then I
stumbled upon some Bertram (Australian)
brass in the Midway USA catalog. It’s not
cheap, but by then the urge was strong and
I’d never know without the brass. Oh, why
not? When the Bertram brass arrived,
comparisons of the two cases were virtu-
ally identical. A trip to Devereux’s was the
clincher. The case fit the chamber and bolt
face. Eureka.

Now all that was left was to load ammo.
Time for the old books. There, in Nonte’s
book Cartridge Conversions, was something
a policeman might call a clue. In the section
concerning the .32 French Long cartridge,
Nonte stated you could fire .30 Pedersen
ammo in the pistol. 

A simple measurement showed that .32
ACP dies would probably work. Loading
data is a different story, but Nonte also

included a load of 2.5 grains of Bullseye
with the 80-grain bullet. Both Hornady
and Sierra offer .30 caliber bullets in 85 to
86 grain weights, which is close enough to
the original.

With brass the limiting factor — only 20
cases were on hand — I loaded three rounds
with 2.0- and three more with 2.3-grains of
Bullseye and the 86 grain Hornady bullet.
But when the day was set to go try it, I
couldn’t resist the urge to load the rest of the
cases. These loads might prove a failure, but
if they succeeded even remotely, six rounds
would never be enough.

It All Comes Down To This
There was quite a crowd at the range when

Jim loaded the first two rounds into the maga-
zine and clicked it into place. He drew back
the bolt but it failed to strip a round. A little
fiddling got the round to chamber. 

Upon pressing the trigger, we were
rewarded with a modest bang and the
empty sailed straight out the ejection port
in the side of the action. The bolt closed
on the second round. I heaved a sigh of
relief and the celebration began. The next
round fired uneventfully. Careful exami-
nation of the fired cases showed
absolutely no signs of trouble.

It was my turn. This time we put in three
rounds and, once more, the first one needed
a little encouragement to feed. The trigger
pull was amazingly heavy. The first shot was
mostly a surprise because I didn’t think it
was going to fire at all. There was a little —
not much — recoil and a small splash of dirt
70-yards downrange. The remaining rounds
fed and functioned uneventfully. 

End Game
The happy experiment was recorded by

lots of pictures, and several members of the
crowd successfully petitioned to shoot a
round. Pretty soon, the ammo was gone with
only one fired case unaccounted for.

Self-satisfied smugness would probably
be an accurate description of how I felt. My
problem solving skills made it possible for
several of us to do something few men alive
today have done. Later, one of the guys
asked if I had read Phil Sharpe’s The Rifle in
America which was said to contain some
information on the subject. 

At home I dug out the 1938 book and
found an explanation of how, in 1935, the
French had copied the Pedersen cartridge for
their pistol. Had I read this passage earlier, I
could have gone straight to go on the
project. My ego deflated... but only a little.

But shooting was just icing on the cake,
and frankly, not very remarkable. The things
that usually make shooting something mem-
orable — noise, recoil, muzzle blast or spec-
tacular target response — were all absent.
Nevertheless, it was one of the most thrilling
shooting experiences I’ve ever enjoyed. 
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Compact, reliable
and easy-to-use,
is this the best 
of the laser
rangefinders?

By Dave Douglas

When I hear the name Leica, I remember the first
really high-quality camera I ever owned. It was
the famous Leica M-3. The year was 1969, I was

19 years old and very much into photography. I bought it
used in a downtown Philadelphia pawnshop. 

It was beat up, ugly, about my age, cost three months of
my meager retail sales salary and it was the best, most pres-
tigious 35 mm camera I ever owned. 

I used about all of the Asian produced single lens reflex
cameras available around that time, but none was as sharp
and clear, nor as forgiving as my Leica. It was the kind of
camera that when you brought it up to your eye to compose
your shot, other photographers around you would stop what
they were doing and point out the classic to their compan-
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ions. It was to cameras what an Armand Swenson .45 is to
the 1911 shooter. 

We parted company about two years later when my ’54
Chevy lost a contest with an elm tree. The Leica was
crushed and so was I, both physically and figuratively. I was
only a month away from going off to Army basic training
and just couldn’t replace it.

New Heartthrob
Since then, Leica products have always meant top engi-

neering, bulletproof, reliable performance, and downright
pure quality to me. At a recent photo shoot, a fellow partici-
pant offered one of the brand-new Leica LRF 1200
rangefinders as a photo prop. I begged, pleaded and sniveled
until he agreed to loan it to me for evaluation. The diminu-
tive LRF 1200 didn’t disappoint at all. In fact, it reaffirmed
everything I recalled about the German company’s products.

Left: Leica LRF1200 is actually a bit smaller than this venison
sandwich. Used appropriately, it will help you refill your plate.
Above: The LRF1200 is compact, well armored and easy to
use. The supplied nylon case is also nice. Right: Yard/Meter
selector is shielded inside the battery cover.
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Leica entered the rangefinder market
with the high quality binocular, infrared
ranging and electronic compass system
called the Geovid. Their newest offering is
the LRF 1200. The LRF 1200 comes on the
heels of the highly successful LRF 800.

Extremely compact, the package is about
the size of a sandwich — measuring 4 by 43⁄4
by 13⁄8 inches. The black, polycarbonate case
weighs 10.5 ounces. It’s covered in black,
water-resistant, rubber armor. 

Its 7x monocular is of fine quality, with
glass lenses, diopter focus, and a 21mm
objective lens. Hunters will want to use the
monocular in lieu of binoculars. With its
extraordinarily bright, clear picture, you
can just about count the ticks on a boar’s
back at 100 yards.

The LRF 1200 uses an eye-safe laser
system. Ron Cormier, technical expert at
Leica Sports Optics, told me that in order to
qualify as eye safe, the system must be able to

focus directly on a subject’s eyes for 48 con-
tinuous hours and do no damage. I didn’t try
it. I just can’t stay awake that long anymore.

Pushing the distance-measuring button
activates the laser. A red targeting mark
appears in the view window. Using the tar-
geting square, you select the target to range
and depress the go button a second time.
Distance to the target appears just below the
targeting square. Distance can be measured
from 10 to 1,200 yards. 

Diopter adjustment and folding rubber
eyecup enhance the performance of the
LRF1200.
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Incredible Accuracy
Accuracy is within one yard up to 400

yards, and two yards out to 1,200 yards. It
will read even further under optimum
lighting conditions. The system may be set
to display distance in meters rather than
yards. This is accomplished by switching the
unit’s single mode switch. The mode switch
is hidden from errant fingers under the bat-
tery housing cover. 

Align the dot on the “M” for meters, or
rotate the dial counter clockwise 180
degrees to “Y” for yards. 

“It’s hidden like that to prevent those of
us with sausage size fingers from inadver-
tently pushing the wrong button,” said
Cormier, “and getting a reading of 137
(meters) rather than 150 yards.” 

Leica uses a pulse laser. The light makes
60 trips back and forth to the target every
millisecond. This system eliminates the need
for a degraded operation or rain mode
switch. If there is an outcropping of rock or
tree branches in the way, the laser will read
the target. If the laser bounces the main
target 51 out of 100 times, and the branch 49
out of 100 times, it will read back the main
target distance. Majority rules here. 

Critical Difference
The milliradiance, or size of the beam, of

the Leica laser is 2.3 meters wide by .5
meters high at 1,000 yards. Most systems
give a reading of 7 meters by 5 meters at that
distance. That’s bigger than most double-car
garage doors. 

The LRF 1200 also uses this in lieu of a
rain mode. Its beam is much more narrowly
focused than competing systems. When
functioning in the rain mode, other systems
block out the first 60 to 110 yards. Now, if
your trophy white tail is 54 or 104 yards
away, it is very frustrating when the range
read-out gives you triple zeros.

The LRF 1200’s four digit display num-
bers are a produced using a Light Emitting
Diode. Liquid Crystal Displays (LCD) are
used in most other rangefinders. LCDs
require far greater power draw from a little
9-volt battery than an LED does. 

This becomes especially critical when the
temperature is low. Battery power is required
to keep the LCD warmed up in order for you
to see the read out. Leica’s LED has an auto-
sensing system that varies the intensity of the
read out. It has seven adjustments to give the
user the best contrast possible. 

Returning the LRF 1200 to its owner was
almost painful. My experience with it had
been completely satisfactory. Like my
much-loved Leica M-3, 35mm camera, it
proved easy and enjoyable to use, and
simply personified refined quality.
Hopefully, there won’t be flashbacks of my
’54 Chevy and that Leica-killing elm tree. In
all these intervening years, I failed to replace
my camera. I don’t think I’ll make the same
mistake with this Leica.

$

         



The Big Question
Although we cannot dispute the claim, the

ability of so light a bullet to inflict an incapac-
itating wound after having passed through
1.6mm of titanium and 20 layers of Kevlar(r)
at any range is questionable. Particularly so in
light of reports of the lack of terminal effec-
tiveness of 5.56x45mm SS109/M855 ammu-
nition in both Somalia and Afghanistan. 

Further, the tiny 4.6mm bullet cannot
create a large permanent wound cavity — a
key element of wound ballistics perform-
ance. H&K and Radway Green are also
developing tracer, frangible, JHP, training
(Solid copper bullet), blank and plastic
training ammunition for the PDW. 

In sum, H&K’s new PDW is an excellent
overall design. It is handy, lightweight, and can
be fired either as a carbine or a pistol. Despite
the fact the 4.6x30mm cartridge offers
improved penetration in comparison to stan-
dard NATO 9mm pistol ammunition, its actual
terminal ballistics are sure to be questioned
due to its small permanent wound cavity. 

There may also be objections because
adopting the MP7 will add another small
arms caliber into an already complex ammu-
nition logistics system. Only time and the
acceptance of PDWs as a class of weapons
will tell whether H&K’s latest product will
be a success.

New G36C
H&K’s G36C (Commando) is the com-

pany’s latest version of the G36 assault rifle.
We will not go into any great detail on the
description and functioning of the rifle, as the
principal features of the G36 are well known. 

The G36 essentially uses a modified AR-
18 operating system that incorporates a fixed
piston and operating rod to drive the bolt
carrier to the rear. The G36 is an excellent
overall design and has been adopted by sev-
eral nations as a standard infantry rifle. The
G36 is noted for its reliability under adverse
conditions and its simplicity of operation. 

Dedicated Mission
The G36C is intended primarily for

special operations units that require an
extremely compact carbine for close
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range engagement (CRE) to 50 meters.
The G36C combines all of the best fea-
tures of the larger G36 in an extremely
compact package. The G36C is compa-
rable in size to a 9x19mm MP5A3 subma-
chinegun, yet fires the 5.56x45mm
cartridge which totally outclasses the
MP5’s 9mm pistol round. 

It is compact carbines, also known as
subcarbines, like the G36C that are spelling
the demise of the submachinegun in many
military special operations units. Pistol-cal-
iber submachineguns simply do not have the
effective range, terminal ballistics, or versa-
tility of subcarbines, and thus are beginning
to be phased out of many major military spe-
cial operations forces. 

Proven Ancestry
The G36 is lightweight, versatile, easy to

operate and like most H&K firearms that we
have encountered, pleasant to shoot. If its
parent G36 is any indication, the G36C will
also prove to be extremely reliable.

The G36C incorporates MIL-STD-1913
rails on the upper carrying handle and lower
forearm to mount optics and other acces-
sories. The example we test fired was
equipped with a Knight’s Armament fore-
grip that clamps to the adapter rail. This
foregrip makes the weapon easier to control
on full-automatic fire. 

The G36C is also equipped with an
advanced design, Vortex-type flash suppressor
that virtually eliminates muzzle flash, which is
always a problem with short-barreled carbines
due to incomplete combustion of powder in
the shortened barrel. Although the G36C has a
short sight radius, we did not find that to be a
problem in our shooting. 

Final Verdict
Whether we fired semi- or full-auto-

matic, the little G36C was easy to control
and keep on target. There was slight muzzle
rise, but it was easily controllable. 

In the final analysis, we found the G36C
is a very satisfactory weapon, based on our
brief experience with it. The reliability and
ruggedness of the parent G36 rifle is well
established. If this new addition to the G36
family approaches its parent rifle in these
areas, it will appeal to any organization
seeking a compact carbine for close
range engagements. $
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PURE ELEGANCE MEETS SOLID PERFORMANCE

Carbon Creations has crafted a
stunningly beautiful line of carbon fiber
pis to l  gr ips  des igned to  maximize  
performance and transform your pistol
into a work of art. Each set of grips is
manufactured from aerospace quality
carbon fiber and carbon/kevlar blends
to  del iver  a  precis ion f i t  wi th  a
flawless finish. Lifetime Guarantee.

$79.95

Carbon Fiber Grips for
Model 1911s & Compacts
Custom-Fitted and 
Hand Finished

www.carboncreat ions .com

Call, write or fax
to receive our free
color brochure.

CARBON
CREATIONS
P.O. BOX 1434

VALLEY CENTER, CA

92082

Toll free:

888.757.4747
FAX:

760.749.4490

Double Diamond Pattern

patent # 5797207

Stainless Grip
Hardware Now

Available

                     



Happy Outcome
As it turned out, my bull was large

enough to outweigh both the other buffalo
and the doe, and I now had my “choice” of
firearms. The Casull CA-3800 was the only
gun left, which made absolutely no differ-
ence to me, as it would have been my first
choice. At last, it seemed I was destined to
have a high-powered .38 autoloader. 

The Model CA-3800 is from Casull Arms,
and as the name suggests was designed by
Dick Casull. A little background material is
apropos here. When Utah gunsmith Dick
Casull was in his early twenties, he became
interested in heat-treating and metallurgy. He
eventually developed a method to heat treat
single-action frames to 40 Rockwell without
warping them in the process. 

That was 1954, and using a Colt Single
Action .45 with a special five-shot cylinder,
he was able to achieve velocities of 1,550
fps with 250-grain bullets. This was two
years before the arrival of the .44 Magnum,
which despite the accolades, fired slightly
lighter bullets at lower velocities than
Casull’s experimental Colt.

Obsessed With Power 
Casull had harnessed the power, but

with little margin of safety. Casull insisted
upon ultimate power in a portable package,

and along with this power the technology to
make the guns completely safe. By 1957, in
pursuit of his goal of power plus safety,
Casull decided to build his own single
action frame. He was also now at the point
that he could engineer parts as needed.
Using 4140 steel for the frame, and 4150
steel for the cylinder, the first “.45
Magnum” was created. The .45 Casull had
progressed from modified Colt SAAs to a
custom built, five-shot single action. 

Fertile Mind
Dick Casull did not start designing and

building guns with what would ultimately
develop into the .454 Casull. In fact his first
gun, made from a car axle, was turned out at
the age of 11 — it’s still in his possession and
still shoots. While in high school, Casull
designed and built a sleek .22 Single Action he
hopes to offer someday through Casull Arms.

Casull holds a couple-dozen major
patents, and is, in fact, a complete gun
designer covering everything from mini-
revolvers to machine guns to magnum
handguns. 

In 1979, after a number of false starts,
Casull and Wayne Baker came together and the
result was Freedom Arms. It had been a long
hard process over the span of 30 years, but
finally in 1983, the first factory-built .454
Casull was delivered. Casull is no longer con-
nected with Freedom Arms, except for the fact
his house and horse corral overlook the factory. 

A Time For New Beginnings
For several years now, Dick has been out

on his own, forming Casull Arms. His first
product was a mini-gun, a small five-shot,
double action only, pocket .22 with a folding
trigger. Known as the CA-2000, this little
palm-sized revolver is machined from 17-4
stainless steel and features an external safety
and ivory micarta grips.

Now, Dick Casull has turned his many
talents in a radically different direction.
Instead of a revolver, Casull Arms is pro-
ducing the Dick Casull Signature Model —
a 6-inch, 1911-style semiautomatic cham-
bered in .38 Casull. 

The Model CA-3800 incorporates a
number of tempting features. The barrel and
bushing are of match grade, carefully fitted.
The frame incorporates a beveled magazine
well, and 20 lpi checkering on the front strap
and mainspring housing. Also included are a
full length, two-piece guide rod, an alu-
minum match trigger, and a high ride
beavertail grip safety. Sights consist of a
fully adjustable rear sight, matched up with
a dovetailed post front sight. 

As one would expect with any firearm
from Dick Casull, the CA-3800 shows close-
tolerances and careful hand fitting. No corners
are cut here when it comes to quality, and this
is also evident in the checkered stock panels
made from beautiful exotic woods. Weight is
40 ounces empty and a full 3 pounds loaded. 

The capacity of the .38 Casull is rated at
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8 plus one, however I prefer to use 8 rounds,
7 in the magazine and one in the chamber.
Most autopistol magazines seem to work
better if they are not pushed to their capacity.
The Model CA-3800 comes with two
Wilson magazines, and wrenches for
bushing and guide rod — all packaged into a
quality locking aluminum case. 

A Real Hot-Rod .38
Currently, Casull Arms also offers two

factory .38 Casull loads, a 124 grain XTP-
JHP rated at 1,800 fps, and a 147 grain XTP-
JHP at 1,650 fps. From my gun, these
clocked out at 1,722 fps and 1,547 fps
respectively. For testing purposes I acquired
five, 20-round boxes of both types of factory
ammunition as well as 200 rounds of brass
and reloading dies made by RCBS. Casull
Arms also offers a fitted slide and barrel in
.45 ACP for those desiring a little versatility. 

At the present time, Casull Arms recom-
mends one powder, Winchester 296, and all
of my handloads were assembled with this
propellant. In the future I will be experi-
menting with other powders, but I felt it
appropriate to start with 296. For testing I
used 9mm bullets from Hornady, Sierra, and
Speer. All loads were primed with Federal’s
No. 155 Magnum Pistol primer. 

Overall length is important and loaded
rounds must fit in, and feed from a standard
sized 1911 magazine. Casull Arms recom-
mends an overall length of 1.26 inches, how-
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ever this may be too long with some bullet
profiles. I have ordered some copper Keith-
style bullets for future reloads, and it will be
interesting to see what OAL will be required
using these different style bullets.

The Answer Is No
To arrive at the .38 Casull, Dick started

with the standard .45 ACP case, trimmed it
back slightly, and then necked it down to
.38. The natural question that will arise is,
can I make .38 Casull brass from standard
.45 ACP brass? The answer is no. This
would be unsafe as .38 Casull brass is
heavier than standard .45 ACP cases. The
right brass is easily obtainable from Casull
Arms at reasonable prices and I recommend
it be used exclusively.

Shooting the CA-3800 was a most
pleasant experience as expected, since I
had fired two test guns six months earlier
on the YO Ranch. Recoil is about the
equivalent of +P loads in a standard 1911
.45. All my test shooting was accomplished
at 25 yards. Although the sights are big,
bold, and black — just as they should be —
unfortunately my aging eyes do not make
the best of them. 

With this in mind, I am most gratified
with the test results and would guess that
someone with younger eyes could do even
better. It would be interesting, to me at least,
to see what I could accomplish with a red-
dot scope in place. 

One can really see how strong the recoil
spring on the CA-3800 is, not only by
pulling the slide rearward to chamber the
first round from the magazine, but also by
how far the ejected brass travels. With some
of my loads, I found the brass 42 inches
behind and to my right. When the slide
comes back, the fired brass really flies! 

Appreciation
Dick Casull is a true firearms genius and

one does not need to spend much time with
him in order to discover that he is a modest,
quiet, humble man who truly loves his
country and strongly believes in every
American’s right to keep and bear arms. I
recommend his newest creation highly. 

It certainly is portable enough to be a true
Trail Gun, so that part of my dream has
finally been fulfilled; and it also would make
an excellent hunting handgun for turkeys,
cougar, small deer, in fact anything
weighing 200 pounds or less. Not only is
this a keeper, I did not have to wait until I
received a test firearm bill to make that deci-
sion. This one is already mine, free
and clear. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Casull Arms
[877] 886-0200

www.casullarms.com

$
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Engraving
Farman’s stock work now complete, the

metalwork was turned over to Bob Evans for
one of his superb engraving jobs. He
designed the pattern in a pre-war styling as
well, executing the “Blackleaf” style of
engraving very similar to that used by
Arnold Griebel in the 1930s. Evans follows
my preferred practice for engraving a fine
firearm. He provides ample coverage, but
makes no effort to cover each and every
square millimeter of the metal surface. 

Sometimes, the engraver (or client) gets
carried away and the resultant effect is too
ornate for my taste. This often happens with
checkering as well. When this happens, the
effect is more gaudy than elegant, at least to
my way of thinking.

Of course Evans provides whatever
type of coverage is demanded by his client.
However, given his head, he seems to
prefer more modest patterns, the result of
which is a refined, tasteful elegance. This
particular rifle does feature a reserved
amount of gold highlights that, once again,
I think is about the right amount of accent.
His artistry — like that of LaPour and
Farman — is marvelous.

Finishing Touches
The rifle and accessories were then

turned over to Ralph Powell for casing.
Interestingly, Powell fashions his otherwise
completely traditional oak and leather cases
with legs which, when extended, convert the
case into a presentation stand. His cases are
highly refined and exquisitely crafted.

Fortunately, 2003’s project was com-
pleted in time to have photography done
well ahead of the exhibition. Once again,
Mustafa Bilal of Turk’s Head Productions
placed his considerable talents at the
ACGG’s disposal. Hopefully, this will
enable aficionados with an interest in the
project, to purchase a chance(s) to win it. 

Normally, the metalsmith still has the
metal parts in the bluing room two days
before departing for the exhibition. The
stockmaker, in turn, is practicing all sorts of
alchemy trying to speed up the drying of the
oil finish. All the contributors to this year’s
project are to be commended for completing
their labors in such timely fashion. 

Now that you’ve seen this stunning
project rifle for 2003, I’ll wager you’re
ready to send for your tickets — you can be
assured I’ve already sent for mine.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

American Custom 
Gunmaker’s Guild
22 Vista View Dr.

Cody, Wyo., 82414-9606
[307] 587-4297

www.acgg.org

$
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Best group of the day, despite the
mirage, was 5 rounds into .375 inch, fired
with Black Hills Match. Average group
size with the same load ran only .605
inch. However, both Winchester, at .625
inch, and PMC, at .641 inch, were hard on
their heels. As stated earlier, these are all
excellent loads. 

After The Serious Work
After firing for record, I spent a consid-

erable amount of time just getting to know
the Tikka. I fired it offhand, kneeling, sit-
ting, and prone to get a feel for it. I came to
really like the way the Tikka balanced and
the shape of the forend. It’s a very comfort-
able rifle to shoot, especially prone. The bolt
throw is quick, the trigger very crisp and
light, and rounds feed smoothly from the
detachable magazine.

I have to admit I took a liking to the
Tikka M595 Continental. It’s a handsome
and well-made rifle with a slick action.
Accuracy was very good, as seems to be a
trait of Tikka rifles. This can be seen in the
fact the 1999 British Long-Range
Benchrest Championship was won by a
Tikka Continental in 6.5x55. Group size
was an almost unbelievable 10 rounds into
4.4 inches at 1,000 yards. Anyone looking
for an accurate out-of-the-box varmint
rifle would do well to con-
sider a Tikka.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Beretta U.S.A. Corp
(Tikka and Sako Rifles and

Accessories).
[301] 283-2191

www.berettausa.com

Black Hills Ammunition
[605] 348-5150

www.black-hills.com

Eldorado Cartridge Corp.
(PMC Match Ammunition)

[702] 294-0025
www.pmcammo.com

Leupold&Stevens, Inc.
503-526-5195

www.leupold.com

Warne Manufacturing Co.
[800] 683-5590

www.warnescopemounts.com

Winchester Div., Olin Corp.
(Quality Winchester Ammunition)

[618] 258-3566
www.winchester.com
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Colorado School of Trades
1575 Hoyt St. GM, Lakewood, CO 80215

1-800-234-4594  In Colorado 303-233-4697
www.schooloftrades.com

Earn an Associate (Occupational) 
Degree in 14 Months

• 1500 Hands-on Shop Hours •
• Financial Aid to those who qualify •
• Approved for Veterans Education •

“Not a Home-Study course.”

Training Gunsmiths Since 1947
Farrier Courses available

Career Training in 

GUNSMITHING

                                                                      



GUNS MAGAZINE

In the world of the benchrest shooter, the
scope on the rifle is of equal importance
to both the gun and ammunition. If any

one item comes up short, the entire equation
breaks down. When we are talking about
trying to literally put bullet after bullet
through the same hole, a scope of both high
magnification and absolute adjustment is all
that will do.

Since 1989 that field has been virtually
Leupold’s private playpen, for their BR-36
model has been overwhelmingly suc-
cessful. To be sure there are some others.
Weaver’s T-36 is popular, and some
shooters still use Lyman, Redfield and
Bausch & Lomb scopes that have been
updated and often modified to increase
their magnification.

Difficult To Do Well
High magnification in a benchrest scope

is a necessary commodity, but sometimes
it’s hard to find. I’ve seen some scopes with
high magnification that were useful only in
the brightest sunlight. On a cloudy day, .22
bullet holes might as well have been pin-
pricks. Leupold’s older model didn’t suffer
that malady.

Neither does the new one. And if winning
championships is any measure it is surely a
success. Shooters using it have won both
U.S. and International championships.

The new “Competition Series” scopes
have more than a little visual similarity to
Leupold’s Mark IV series of tactical and
military scopes. The most obvious is the

30mm tube and the presence of a side
focus parallax adjustment. This is ever so
much handier than having to reach all the
way out to the front of the scope for an
adjustment. It has a cap as well to prevent
unintentional movement.

Choice Of Three
The new scopes are offered in 35x, 40x

and 45x, with either crosshair or dot reticles.
Since I routinely use the older 36x target
scope, I wanted to compare the highest mag-
nification. Placed side by side and switching
from one to another, my eye really did not
detect any difference in apparent brightness.

In their press release, Leupold uses the
word “revolutionary” to describe the new
optical system designed from scratch for the
competition series, instead of adapting from
older designs. The 45mm objective diameter
and 30mm tube allow for an overall increase
in the size of the lens elements. 

“It’s an entirely new prescription,” said
a Leupold spokesman. 

Side focus and precise
adjustments make these
scopes winners.

By Charles E. Petty
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Each side of all 9 lens elements is fully
multi-coated with a proprietary new coating
Leupold calls Diamondcoat. Leupold states
it is superior to other coatings in light trans-
mission and glare reduction.

45x is a common magnification in spot-
ting scopes, and if you’ve ever looked
through one, you’ll notice there is a signifi-
cant amount of shake — even when the
scope is on a good sturdy tripod. It was a
pointless concern for benchrest gear is much
more stable than tripods.

Range Test
For the purpose of this review, I put the

scope on two different rifles: one in .22 BR,
the other in 6mm PPC, and interchanged my
older BR36 so I could easily switch from
one to another. My eye was unable to tell
any difference in brightness on a nice sunny
day. The new scope might have been a tad
sharper although it may be nothing more
than the additional magnification. 

I wish that I could tell you that my group

averages were dramatically smaller with the
new optics. They weren’t, but I do believe
that seeing the target even better can’t hurt.
The downside is that when you do some-
thing wrong it is real obvious.

Extra Deluxe
One very notable feature is the focus

knob on the left side of the turret. We’re
used to seeing that on tactical scopes but
I’d never really given it much thought for
benchrest. Focus has always been one of
those “set and forget” things, and it is
something of a pain to have to lean way
out over the rifle to adjust the front focus
ring. With a knob on the left side and well
within easy reach, I found myself fine-
tuning the focus more often and came to
value that convenience much more than I
had expected.

As you would expect, adjustments are
spot-on and this type of scope is a good
place for fine 1/8 MOA windage and ele-
vation adjustments. Even though I knew in

advance what to expect, I found myself
driven to check the repeatability of the
adjustments. On a target with a 1-inch
grid, eight clicks moved the bullet the
expected one inch. It didn’t matter which
dial you turned or in which direction you
turned it. The was no evidence of bounce-
back where you have to go way past the
desired adjustment and then come back to
avoid getting less than the desired correc-
tion. Nor was there ever a shift in point of
impact after the first shot.

The new Competition Series scopes are
just what you would expect from
Leupold — first class. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Leupold & Stevens 
[503] 526-1400 
www.leupold.com 

$
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“Hollywood Holsters”
From Dusty Johnson

Famed saddle maker and leather
craftsman Dusty Johnson offers a
dazzling selection of decorative
western holsters which are faithful
tributes to those worn by Hollywood
screen legends Roy Rogers, Gene
Autry and The Lone Ranger. Each
fully lined holster and belt rig is
made to order and features Herman
Oak top grain leather construction.

Each will accommodate all western style
six shooters with barrel lengths up to 5.5
inches. Each rig is fully ornamented with
hand stamped floral or geometric designs
and handset with nickel or sterling silver
spots. For a free brochure contact Dusty
Johnson, Pleasant Valley Saddle Shop,
1220 S. Country Rd. 21, Loveland, CO
80537, telephone: [970] 669-1588, FAX:
[970] 669-1589, E-mail: dusty@pvsad-
dleshop.com, Website: 
www.pvsaddleshop.com

Field Pup
From SOG Knives

The Field Pup is a compact, light-
weight fixed blade knife especially
designed for the needs of hunters in
the field. The Field Pup has a four-inch
stainless steel blade, a 4.5-inch Kraton

handle and comes with a black leather
sheath. Contact SOG Specialty Knives, 6521
212th St., SW, Lynwood, WA 98036, tele-
phone: [425] 771-6230, FAX: [425] 771-
7689, e-mail: marketing@sogknives.com,
Website: www.sogknives.com

3-Position 
Vega Holster

The Vega Model N1
belt holster, exclusively
imported from Italy by CNC
Distribution Co., accommo-
dates most semi-automatic
pistols and may be positioned
vertically on the hip, horizon-
tally on the back or in the tra-
ditional cross draw position.

Crafted from hand finished top
grain leather, the Model N1 is
molded to fit each specific

brand of pistol. The safety snap
ensures maximum security.
Contact Clint Hickey, CNC
Distribution Co., 1712 C.R. 1095,

Ashland, OR 44805,
telephone/FAX: [419] 282-6812, e-

mail: cncdistributionco@yahoo.com,
Website: www.vegaholster.com

New Reloading Manual
From Sierra Bullets

Sierra Bullets has
published the fifth edition
of its Manual of Rifle &
Handgun Reloading Data.
The fifth edition has been
updated with new car-
tridge introductions, his-
tories and reloading
recommendations. The
manual includes a glos-
sary of ballistic, reloading
and firearms terminology and an updated sec-
tion on the reloading process, reloading tools
and equipment, bore care and firearms
cleaning and maintenance. Retail price for the
1,152-page manual is $28.95. The Infinity ver-
sion 5.0 Exterior Computer Ballistic Software
program on cd-rom has a retail price of
$59.95. Contact Sierra Bullets, P.O. Box 818,
Sedalia, MO 65301, telephone: [660] 827-
6300, FAX: [660] 827-4999, e-mail:
sierra@sierrabullets.com, Website:
www.sierrabullets.com

drical shock-absorbing wad
lessens felt recoil, offering the
shooter maximum accuracy
and comfort in the field or on
the range. Contact Dynamit
Nobel, 81 Ruckman Rd.,
Closter, NY 07624, telephone:
[603] 654-6560, FAX: [603]
654-5301, Website:
www.dnrws.com

Rottweil 
Blitz Slug Cartridge
From Dynamit Nobel

The new Rottweil Blitz 12-gauge
slug offers unsurpassed accuracy,
knock down power and afford-
ability. Designed specifically for 23⁄4-
inch chambers for both smooth and
rifled barrels, the Blitz features nine
ribs with optimal width to accom-
modate various chokes. The cylin-
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New Shooting Video
From Matt Burkett

Professional marksman and instructor Matt Burkett
is offering his popular Practical Shooting volumes one,
two and three on a two-disc DVD video set. Assisting
in the instruction on the video are world class competi-
tion shooter Brian Enos and professional gunsmith
Don Golembieski. Contact Matt Burkett at Hot Shots,
7040 E. Wilshire Dr., Scottsdale, AZ 85257, telephone: [480] 949-1553, FAX: [480]
947-2773, e-mail: matt@mattburkett.com, Website: www.mattburkett.com

8mm Mauser Ammo
From Mitchell’s Mausers

Mitchell’s Mausers has introduced
Premium Performance 8mm Mauser cen-
terfire rifle cartridges in boxes of 20.
Available in a variety of bullet styles,
including hollow point, pointed soft point,
full metal jacket and SWAT-qualified special
target loads. The ammunition is head
stamped Mitchell and is designed specifi-

cally to comple-
ment the Mauser
98k/Model 48 WWII
era rifles imported by
Mitchell. Contact Tom
Dodge at Mitchell Mausers,
P.O. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728-9295,
telephone: [714] 899-3660, FAX: [714] 899-
8611, e-mail: custserv@mitvhellsales.com,
Website: www.mitchellsales.com

Cowboy Competition Rifle
From Marlin Firearms

The new Model 1894 Cowboy
Competition lever action rifle uses the
traditional .45 Colt cartridge and offers a

smooth and speedy action. It has a
20-inch octagon Ballard-rifled barrel,
10-shot tubular magazine and a
straight-grip American black
walnut stock with hard rubber
buttplate. The sights are traditional
Marble Arms adjustable semi-buck-
horn rear and carbine front.
Contact Marlin Firearms, 100
Kenna Dr., North haven, CT
06473, telephone: [203] 239-
5621, FAX: [203] 234-7991,
Website: www.marlin-
firearms.com

New Shoulder Holster
From Bob Mernickle

The Model SH9
shoulder holster is a
compact, lightweight
system accommo-
dating a pair of semi-
automatic pistols with
magazine clips.

Crafted from veg-
etable tanned top
grain leather and
designed for maximum comfort and con-
cealment. The magazine clips are friction-
fitted for quick and easy access. Contact
Bob Mernickle at Mernickle Custom
Holsters, 32552 Bobcat Dr., Mission, B.C.
Canada V2V 5LI, telephone: [604] 826-
8834, FAX: [604] 826-0518, e-mail:
sales@mernickleholsters.com, Website:
www.mernickleholsters.com

New Battlegrip
From TangoDown

TangoDown
LLC introduces
the Model BG-16
Battlegrip, a new
pistol grip for
M4/M16/AR-15
rifles. The
Battlegrip has an
ergonomic
design for maximum comfort and con-
trol and it internally stores two
Aimpoint-type and two AA or 123 series
lithium batteries in a water, dust and
rattle resistant cavity. The Battlegrip
eliminates fumbling through pockets to
locate a back-up battery. Included are
battery spacers, Mil-spec fastener and
complete instructions for easy installa-
tion. Contact Jeff Cahill at TangoDown
LLC, 884 N. Fairoaks Ave., Pasadena,
CA 91103, telephone: [626] 396-9847,
FAX: [626] 396-9848, Website:
www.tangodownlls.com

New “Red Fire” Grips
From Carbon Creations

Carbon Creations has added the new “Red Fire” to
its line of innovative Model 1911-style grips. Carbon
Creations’ carbon fiber grips for Model 1911s and
compacts are custom fitted and hand finished to maxi-
mize performance and comfort while turning the pistol
into a work of art. Each set of grips is manufactured
from aerospace quality carbon fiber and carbon/kevlar
blends to deliver a precision fit with a flawless finish.
Stainless steel hardware now available for all Carbon
Creation grips. Lifetime guarantee. Contact John Cato
at Carbon Creations, P.O. Box 1434, Valley Center, CA

92082, telephone: [888] 757-4747, FAX: [760] 749-
4490, Website: www.carboncreations.com

.50 Huntsman Muzzleloader
From H&R 1871

H&R 1871 announces the arrival of
the .50 caliber New England Firearms
Huntsman muzzleloading rifle with a 24-
inch stainless steel barrel, matte nickel-
finished receiver and high-density, black
matte polymer pistol grip stock. Based
on the popular H&R single-
barrel break-open design,

the stainless Huntsman uses standard
#209 shotshell primers. Other key fea-
tures include Tru-Glo fiber optic open
sights, telescoping brass ramrod with
hardwood handle, swivel studs and a
ventilated recoil pad. Drilled and tapped
for a scope base. Contact H&R 1871, 60
Industrial Rowe, Gardner, MA 01440,
telephone: [978] 632-9393, FAX: [978]
632-2300.

Lion King
From Katz Knives

The Lion King all-
purpose fixed blade
knife from Katz Knives
is now available in a selection of stunning custom
scrimshaw handles depicting safari game scenes.
The hollow ground 6.13-inch blade comes with an attractive satin finish.
The blade’s 5mm thickness delivers maximum control and cutting power. Also
available without scrimshaw with polished rosewood, white Micarta and black
Kraton handles. Color catalog available for $3. Contact Keith Derkatz at Katz
Knives, P.O. Box 730, Chandler, AZ 85224, telephone: [480] 786-9334, FAX:
[480] 786-9338, Website: www.katzkinves.com
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ACCESSORIES

Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2001 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

2001. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.

FEBRUARY 2003

• Discounted prices
• CA DOJ approved       

firearm storage for   
home, car or office

• Keep your firearms, 
cash and valuables  
out of the wrong 
hands - we can help 

• Check out our huge 
selection of tactical   
gear - 2000+ items

Gun safes, cases and cabinets

Shop online:
www.Affordablegunstorage.com 
or call us at (714) 272-0760

ACCESSORIES

WRB

3”

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H  S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806 

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

(714) 634-9254 FAX: (714) 634-9382www.techplate.com

ACCESSORIES

TEXAS GUNSLINGER

2”

ACCESSORIES

SMITHY

3”

We’re taking over the
magazine market the
old fashioned way.

Making a higher
quality product at a
lower price. Over
150 different models
available!

PROMAG INDUSTRIES
10654 S. Garfield Ave
South Gate, CA 90280

562-861-9554
www.promagindustries.com

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG

ACCESSORIES

MERNICKLE

3”

ACCESSORIES

A.G. ENGLISH

2”
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CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites: 
www.gunaccessories.com &www.booktrail.com.

AMMUNITION

BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM PER-
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITANIUM
POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS, 100’s of chem-
icals, WATERPROOF FUSE, PAPER
TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES,
NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS,
VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS,
SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”
BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00: PYROTEK,
P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656.
(570)256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

WOLF CROSSBREEDS Rare raven black. (Via-air
shipping available.) Youngwolf. 51 Andy, Canton,
NC 28716. Private kennel (since 1978). 828-648-
7813. (www.youngwolf.com)

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES, cigars, chew, snuff, roll,
pipe tobacco. 600+ brands shipped tax free to your
door. Toll-free order line: 888-388-1964. Order
Online: CigarettesAmerica.com

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED FIREARMS, IMPERIAL SIZING DIE
WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST OR SEE WEBSITE
www.jcunard.com. J. CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O.
BOX 755G, NEWARK, OH 43058-0755, EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

Concealed Firearm Classes. Valid training in
Nevada and 20 other states for nonresident permits!
Visiting Vegas? You can shoot real submachine-
guns or test your skill in our live fire video FATS
range! The Gun Store, (702) 454-1110. 
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch” illus-
trated mail order catalog $5, subscription $35. We
buy collections. Consignment, auction, appraisal.
Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040, Lenexa, KS
66285. Jim Supica, President. (913)492-3000.

GUNSMITHING

Learn Gunsmithing Two-year individualized pro-
gram; excellent facilities; financial aid available; VA
approved. Piedmont Community College, P.O. Box
1197, Roxboro, NC 27573; phone (336) 599-1181;
www.piedmont.cc.nc.us

INSTRUCTION

NATIONAL MILITIA needs volunteer officers to
serve in hometown men and women 25 to 65.
Teaching counter-terrorism to the public. Patriotic,
courageous, law-abiding. Send $5.00 to USFF/NM,
POB 620684, Orlando, FL 32862.

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number; name optional. Catalog with or
without CD Rom supplement - Free. Seven Seas,
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

OPTICS

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US
Night Vision Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite
#103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626.
Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches.  Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists.  BPEC Department G302,
BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California  92552-7240.

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
(including agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

ACCESSORIES

BAGS UNLIMITED

1”

BH225-2
$199.95

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather

410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434  Fax: 956-712-8330

“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com

Send $3 for color brochure

100%
American
made  indi-
vidually
hand-crafted
made from
the finest
vegetable
tanned
leather

ONLY
$229.95

THE RINGO
MODEL
BH225

Each rig is
custom
made, fully
lined and
available
in Natural
Russet,
Dark
Chestnut
and Black

Black Hill
Leather
fashion their
holsters after
those worn in
the late 1800’s

www.jamescalhoon.com

Varminting Articles!

19 CALIBER RIFLES
& Re-Barrel Kits

Bullets: 17, 22 & 19 cal
PH: (406)395-4079

INSTRUCTION

GLOBALSCHOOL

1”

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing InstituteAGI

800-797-0867

Fast and Easy 
At Home Video Instruction

Be A 
Gun Repair

Professional

For Free Information Call!

#GPC

Learn to repair and customize 
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

100% Guaranteed!

US Military Equipment & Camo!
Discount Catalog, Lowest prices any place, over 130 items. Packs,
Web gear, Helmets, Knives, Mag pouches, Boonie hats & more.
$2.00 for refundable catalog, OLCG, POB 1618, Alamogordo,
NM  88311-1618 check out our on line catalog, www.olcnet.com

INSTRUCTION

PROBE INC.

2”
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of the Soviet Union. On this particular July
3rd, I climbed the ladder to the top of an
abandoned observation post on what had
been the border. My heart was broken as I
thought of what people had gone through
trying to escape this enforced captivity. For
the first time in my life, I think I truly appre-
ciated freedom.

Shortly after this episode, I had gone to
visit my son and his family in one of the
large northwestern cities. What began with
all of us going out for a lighthearted lunch
took a very strange and unusual twist. As we
entered the restaurant, I was happy to be
greeted by a large wall covered by dozens of
photos of cowboy stars from the B-westerns
of my youth. A young girl came to seat us
and in my joy I asked her if she knew who
all these men were. 

“Why, yes I do,” she cheerily replied.
Not convinced, I pointed at a photo and

asked, “Who is this?” Her answer was deliv-
ered with a bit less cheer. 

“Ah, I don’t know.” 
Pointing to a second photograph brought

the same response. Now I would understand
if she didn’t recognize Wild Bill Elliot or
Tim Holt, but she had failed on Roy Rogers
and Gene Autry!

I was unable to restrain myself. 
I raised my voice, “Get the manager out

here right now!” I asked him the same ques-
tion. At first, he also claimed to know the
identity of these portraits so prominently
displayed in his place of business, however,
when I pinned him down, I learned he also
had no idea who any of these men were. 

“This is your restaurant and you have all
these men’s photographs on the wall,” I asked
incredulously and in my most menacing tone,
“yet you don’t know any of them?”  

CAMPFIRE TALES
continued from page 82

“I’ve only been here a few weeks,” he
responded. 

“Listen up,” I began, “I am going to tell
you who every single one of these men are.” 

By now, he was probably convinced he
was dealing with a real nut case, but he lis-
tened patiently as I continued. I went through
every photo, naming Hopalong Cassidy, Tom
Mix, Tim McCoy, the Three Mesquiteers, the
Durango Kid and on and on. 

Surely, at one time, someone appreciated
the entertainment all of these men had given.
However, had it not been for the last photo-
graph, I would not have raised this minor
disturbance, and as we came to it, I tried my
best to make this fellow understand. 

“Now, Sir, I have told you who all these
men are, and perhaps you feel it is of little
importance. However, this last portrait is
important. You have this young baby-faced
fellow hanging on your wall and you don’t
have the slightest idea who he is. I am going
to tell you who he is. This young man is
Audie Murphy, the most decorated soldier of
World War II.” 

“He was too young to enlist, so he lied
about his age. Even then the recruiter hesitated
to take him because of his small size. He went
on to prove his worth and he is a representa-
tion of all the young man from the Greatest
Generation. Thousands of them never came
back. He came back physically but was emo-
tionally scarred for the rest of his life. He
admitted he never, ever had another good
night’s sleep for the rest of his too-short life.” 

“Some day, I’ll be coming back to this
restaurant, and I don’t care if you
remember any of these other people, but
I’m telling you when I do get back you
better remember this one young man. Don’t
you ever forget Audie Murphy!”

As it turned out, my son and his family
have now moved to Lewistown, Mont., and
I will probably never return to that restau-
rant. But, may we never, ever forget Audie
Murphy and all those young men who gave
everything so that we might remain free. 

The frightening thing is, the majority of
the population seems to readily accept the
words of a former president who said, “We
must be willing to sacrifice some freedom
for security.” Safety and security are a myth.
It is my hope and prayer that freedom does
not end up in the same category. 

Audie Murphy
• Born June 20, 1924 in Hunt County, 

near Kingston, Texas
• Enlisted in 1942
• Received battlefield commission 

to 2nd Lieutenant
• Received 33 separate awards, 

decorations and citations, including 
the Medal Of Honor

• Received CMOH for actions on 
August 9, 1945

• Starred in 39 motion pictures
• Died in plane crash, 

May 28, 1971
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M16-13SF. A unique version of Kit Carson’s M16

with Tanto blade, dual Carson Flippers forming a hilt 

blade guard, CNC machined hard anodized 6061 T6

aluminum frame, all in black non-reflective dress.  




“You have this
young baby-
faced fellow

hanging on your
wall and you

don’t have the
slightest idea
who he is.”

          



Life is the ultimate conundrum. For example, the
shooting industry is always in a Catch-22. If the
party in power is doing their best to limit gun

sales, sales go up and the manufacturers do well. When
we have an administration favorable to gun owners,
most seem to relax, comfortable with the assumption of
being able to buy that sixgun, levergun, or whatever, at
any time — and sales go down. 

The current administration has publicly announced
support for the Second Amendment as an individual
right, while at the same time we are seeing more free-
doms disappear than we ever have in my lifetime.
Under the all-encompassing banner of Homeland
Security, we’ve witnessed great changes.

Airport security in particular changed overnight.
Other drastic changes loom on the horizon, and politi-
cians who have for years openly argued for tightening
controls on the population have renewed their efforts.
Such things as a national I.D. card, spying on one’s
neighbor, spying by commercial carriers and the
United States Postal Service, wire-taps, immediate
access to bank account records — all these are a great
danger to the freedoms we have taken for granted for
such a long time.

Growing up before it was politically incorrect to be
patriotic, I was blessed with wonderful teachers who
shared the great history of our country. Lesson plans
revolved around Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays,
and Columbus Day. We celebrated Armistice Day and
even in high school, a special moment of silence
always occurred on the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month. 

Thanksgiving always took at least a month to get
ready for with all kinds of special projects, followed
immediately by preparation for Christmas. History was
a wonderful living subject, with the founders of our
country and the pioneers who expanded it held up as
wonderful role models. Those who have recently been
hailed as the Greatest Generation were not that far
away. They were our mothers and fathers, older
brothers and cousins.
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I always thought I appreciated freedom, but my
understanding of this changed forever when I spent the
eve of the Fourth of July in a very special place. There,
looking past the ruble of what had been the Berlin Wall
and the barbed wire fence stretching between East and
West Germany, I saw the faces of the old men in East
Germany. Men, who even though they had been
released, still wore that haunted look. 

As young men and boys, they had survived Hitler’s
Nazi Germany only to be enslaved by the Communism

DON’T YOU EVER FORGET 

AUDIE MURPHY!

continued on page 81
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