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Owners of “Old Model” (three screw) Ruger 
single-action revolvers manufactured from 

1953-1972, and Bearcats with serial numbers below
93-00000 should contact us for details about 

FREE safety conversions.

What’s even better than a matched pair of
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numbered Vaqueros! Now buy any two

Ruger Vaqueros in a special consecutively

numbered two-pack at no additional cost. 

See your Ruger dealer for complete details. 
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1-800-OTIS-GUN
CALL NOW TOLL-FREE FOR A FREE CATALOG!

ORDER KITS / REPLACEMENTS IN OUR ON-LINE STORE!
OR SEE YOUR DEALER GATEWAY! WWW.OTISGUN.COM
OTIS TECHNOLOGY INC.  --  ONE OTIS INDUSTRIAL PARK

PO BOX 582 -- LYONS FALLS NY 13368  
(800) OTIS-GUN- (315) 348-4332 FAX

© 2000 PYRAMONT N.A. FOR OTIS TECHNOLOGY, INC.

The Otis Technology Breech-to-Muzzle Cleaning
System is widely regarded by experts as the most

advanced gun cleaning system in the world.  It offers many
gun cleaning advancements and refinements developed through
Otis Technology’s development of products for the military and
competitive marksmen and hunters.  By cleaning breech to muzzle,
dirt and fouling is pulled out the muzzle, not pushed back into the
action, gumming the trigger or causing malfunctions in automatics.
The patented all-caliber patches not only provide six passes per
patch, but form a perfectly circular cleaning plug.  Because the
slotted tip with the patch is pulled through the chamber, it doesn’t
compress the patch against the side of the tip or rod.  Conventional
rods will jam off-center, scraping the rifling in the process and
potentially ruining the bore.  The 750 lb pull strength of the Otis
Memory flex rod allows you to tightly form the patch to the bore,
actually cleaning it rather than just moving the dirt around.  The
tight patch is formed by being pulled through the chamber,
compressing in the throat, and cleans the leading edge of the
rifling, the edge that actually bears the stress of the rotating bullet.
For shotguns, custom soft durometer plugs (“patch savers”) force
the patch to the full diameter of the bore, cleaning the chamber,
forcing cone, bore and choke--all without having to disassemble the
gun!  

The principle components of the Otis System are so
well built that they are warrantied for Life!  The circular all-caliber
patches are made of 100% cotton, and unlike cheap synthetic
patches are not dissolved by the bore solvent, turning into plastic
gunk left on the rifling.  The tight weave of these patches actually
pulls metallic copper flake buildup out of the grooves rather than
leaving fibers embedded along the bore.  The SupraTine brushes

ORDER RIGHT NOW! SEE YOUR

LOCAL DEALER OR CALL US!  
ORDER ONLINE @ WWW.OTISGUN.COM

are custom made with more and finer bristles than lesser
brands.  The belt-pack cases are made of ballistic nylon, with
heavy duty zippers.  The Bore Obstruction Removers are
designed to avoid deforming a stuck bullet and will gently
force it out of the bore with multiple taps from the Memory-flex
rod.  The Memory flex rod is nylon coated, aircraft-grade cable
with compression welded fittings that will support over a
quarter ton of pull force!

The Otis Premium Bore Cleanser is one of the
most advanced cleaning solutions ever developed.  It will
clean, penetrate, lubricate and leave a protective coating on
all metal surfaces, without damaging the surrounding wood or
plastic components.  The solid forged brass tips and brushes
will not corrode or oxidize like aluminum.  Aluminum oxide
forms on aluminum rods, and like sandpaper will lap your bore
with each pass, often followed by a significant loss of
accuracy.  It is silly to buy a $20,000 target rifle and then clean
it with inferior components.  You can clean your gun with the
Otis kit thousands of times without a brass component ever
scratching a muzzle crown or bore.  Each kit comes with
detailed 48 page guide on how to properly clean and care for
your firearm.  Try the Otis System-it will last for life, and you’ll
spend more time shooting and less time cleaning!

CLEANS EVERY GUN FROM .177 AIR PISTOL TO

.50 CAL BMG RIFLE AND ALL SHOTGUNS!!

MADE IN AMERICA. GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!
THE OTIS TACTICAL KIT! ONLY $41.95 US !

THE STANDARD ISSUE CLEANING SYSTEM WITH THE

US MARINE CORP!!  IN SERVICE TODAY WITH THE

DEA, FBI, AND OVER ONE MILLION

HUNTERS & MARKSMEN!

The Otis Standard Issue 
M-16/AR-15 Buttstock Kit
only $29.95 US! 

The Most Advanced
Gun Cleaning 
System 
on Earth!

Order online Via Our Retail Gateway Partners!

NSN # 
1005-01-424-2999

Otis Accessories at Your Dealer
or On-Line!

Shotgun
Patch Saver  
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Letter Of The Month
I have just received my August copy of

GUNS. I usually read Crossfire first, but
this is the first time that I have written to it.
When I got to the article “Tale of The
Talking Six-Gun” it caught my interest
right away. 

I have had a Highway Patrolman since
1976 give or take a little. I bought it new and
promptly put it away. Over the years I’ve
toyed with selling it as I have never fired it,
not even once. It is basically brand new. I’ve
kept it clean and carefully oiled. I also still
have the box it came in, which is shelf worn
a little. 

After reading the article I may have
changed my mind about ever letting it go, as
it has been talking to me for years even if I
didn’t realize it. 

I enjoy your magazine very much. 

Dan J. Conn
Via e-mail

Still More Wish Lists
I would like to see Glock produce a car-

bine. I would like to see the carbine available
in .40 S&W and use standard Glock model
22 magazines. Of course there are others
who would like to see this made in other cal-
ibers.

I would also like to see Marlin bring back
the model 1894M in .22 magnum. While
we’re at it, I’d like to see the 1894 in a .44
magnum and .357 magnum with a 16-inch
barrel. No porting on these please.

K.W. Simpson
Via e-mail

The Sun Never Sets
Would like to see Uberti make a short

lever Martini-Henry rifle and carbine cham-
bered in .45-70. The caliber would be the
same but the cartridges would be a lot
cheaper. Given the current price of the orig-
inals, it should be a saleable item. They were
the guns that won the empire. It would cer-

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to: 
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

CROSSFIRELETTERS
TO GUNS

tainly be less costly to make than the
Trapdoor Springfield copies, and there are
more than enough re-enactors and other
folks who would like to own one. I am a bit
tired of all the Italian Winchester and SAA
clones. Time for something different.

John F Sukey
Tucson, Ariz.

Hearing The Siren’s Song
“Talking Six-gun” by Glenn Barnes in

your August, 2003 issue brought a smile to
my face. I thought that I was the only one to
hear those “special” guns calling out to me
from the display cases. Tell Glenn that I have
a few of those talking guns in my gun safe as
well.

David H. Daniels
Boxford, Mass.

A Bargain-Priced 1886?
My “Wishlist:”
From Taurus: A “CIA” model 650SS2 in

.45ACP or 10mm with a Phillips and
Rodgers ejector system (no more “star
clips”), and a 3-inch barrel.

From Rossi: An 1886 in .45-70 for $450
to $550. 

From someone: A wide-bodied (Para-
Ord style) polymer 1911, with a dust cover
featuring rails for a light.

LtCol Thomas Rogers, Ret.
Via e-mail

The Faithful Ruger
I read Glenn Barnes’ article “Tale Of The

Talking Six-Gun” with interest. I own a
GP141, 4-inch blued barrel with full lug in
.357 Magnum that I bought used from the
local gun shop last year. The nifty little
Ruger had caught my eye as nice looking
with a little wear, but no real problems other
than that. A little research revealed the gun’s
age to be about 15 years. 

I recently considered trading it in for a 6-

inch stainless GP100, but was taken aback
by this article. I considered the faithful ser-
vice it had given me for the past year, and
what fun we had experimenting with my
new handloading hobby. I debated for 20
minutes whether I was going to sell it, or
take it shooting today. Well I took it shooting
and she rewarded me with the tightest
groupings I’ve ever had with her yet. 

This gun may not have yelled or even
whispered to me, but she sure has had an
impact on my life. I think now I’ll keep her
— and who knows, maybe someday I’ll get
that other GP100 just so she has a sister to
talk to.

Brian Miville,
Manchester N.H.

My Dog Ate It... Honest!
I read the letter from the gentleman in

Utah concerning his experience with the K-
Bar people. It compels me to relate a similar
experience I had with the Burris Scope com-
pany. I contacted them to request a replace-
ment lens cover for their safari scope which
I recently purchased — the dog ate the orig-
inal — and offered to pay for it, etc. 

The kind lady with whom I corresponded
graciously offered to replace it at no charge.
They sent the wrong one! I notified them and
they offered apologies and sent another. It
too was wrong. I contacted them again and
she told me she would personally see to it
that the right one was sent which was the
case that time. All this took place within a
two-week period.

One always hears the bad but seldom the
good. Like the man in Utah, Burris has a
customer for life in me. It’s good to see a
company sell the sizzle rather than try to sell
the steak all the time. Furthermore, I think
Burris makes as good a scope as any com-
pany, and I own some of the foreign variety
also.

David Moran
Nashville, Tenn.

$

GUNS MAGAZINE  
AUGUST 2003

SEC-1 (4-28)  7/22/03  3:10 PM  Page 6



THE WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED AMMUNITION!

THE WORLD’S
MOST ADVANCED

AMMUNITION!

THE WORLD’S
PREMIER

ANTI-
TERRORIST

ROUNDS!

YOU SHALL RISE

UP ON THE WINGS

OF EAGLES...AND

THE GATES OF HELL

SHALL NOT PREVAIL

AGAINST

YOU!

It’s a new war, and our nations best warriors now have the world’s
most devastating ammunition!  Over ten years in co-development
with Special Operations Groups and Federal Law Enforcement, the
new Extreme ShockTM Explosive Entry tactical defense rounds represent
the ultimate refinement in lethal bullet technology.  The  Tungsten-
NyTriliumTM Composite fragments upon impact, leaving a
wound channel of catastrophic proportions.  

The reduced over-penetration and reduced ricochet charac-
teristics of these rounds are nothing short of revolutionary.
The ExtremeShockTM AFR round disintegrates when it hits
hard targets such as many interior walls and airplane skins,
but retains astonishing stopping power on organic targets.  Its capability for inside-the-
aircraft antiterrorism operations is legendary within the special operations community .

EXTRAORDINARY CAPABILITY & 
A NEW LEVEL OF CONTROL

Explosive Entry “Fang
Face” Enhanced 

Penetration

The ExtremeShockTM Explosive Entry Air Freedom Round
Personal Defense ammunition is the best choice for home
or urban carry. The rounds fragmentable and reduced rico-
chet characteristics provide a greater level of safety.  A miss
on a target won’t penetrate multiple walls, and potentially

injure a sleeping family member.   An officer can shoot a rabid dog on a playground with
less worry that the bullet will penetrate, ricochet and injure or kill a bystander. 

THE WORLD’S PREMIER HOME
DEFENSE ROUNDExplosive Entry 

“AFR” Controlled
Penetration

The Extreme Shock Explosive Entry
round is the world’s first “smart” small

arms munition. It fragments in loga-
marithmic proportion to the hardness of the

target it strikes.   It more than quadruples the rate
of energy transfer of conventional ball rounds. If it is striking something brittle, it’s
Nytrilium-Tungsten core will disintegrate very rapidly, reducing shoot-through and rico-
chet.  When it hits organic targets, it fragments at a slower rate, with larger fragments
penetrating into the target creating literally hundreds of wound channels. At right you
can see the shock cavity a full seven inches in diameter! The composite Explosive
Defractor Core TM of the Extreme Shock Explosive Entry AFR Round acts as a perpen-
dicular defractor plate that blows the fragments at virtual 90-degree angles to the
wound channel!   This is the reason that the effective E-Shock wound channel is up to
(depending on caliber) an astonishing 80 times the size of the entry wound!!

THE WORLD’S FIRST “SMART” MUNITIONS

EXPLOSIVE ENTRY EFFECTIVE,
DANGEROUS GAME TESTED!

The AFR round’s
rapid energy is
transfer effec-
tively delivers the
full energy at twice the rate of the best hollow
points.  Compare it to having a karate expert push-
ing you with both hands or give you a bone-shat-
tering punch to the face. While both may exert the

same amount of total energy, the rapid transfer of the punch is far more devastating.
Where a conventional round leaves a one-hole trauma cavity, The Extreme Shock
Explosive Entry Round leaves a “shaped charge” trauma cavity with hundreds of indi-
vidual wounds channels, causing Central Nervous System catastrophic overload. In
video taped field tests with angry 300 lb Russian Boars, single.380 rounds will inca-
pacitate and kill in a matter of seconds!  The 450lb Boar in the picture was taken with
a single 9mm round.  

WWW.EXTREMESHOCKUSA.COM
EXTREME SHOCK USA
Rt. 2 Box 304-N  Clintwood, VA 24228  
voice:  276.926.6772 fax:  276.926.6092

(877) 337 6772

Order Online 24/7
thru the Global E-

Gateway of your local
Dealer!!

NEW DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE!

CALL TOLL FREE FOR OUR FREE CATALOG!

Ammunition sales are governed by local, state & federal laws, all laws apply.  All International sales are NATO/L.E. only.    © Pyramont NA, 2003

The precision casting and processing methods of the
advanced NyTriliumTM composites offer incredible consistency
and railgun accuracy.  The lead-free construction eliminates
hazardous waste and the frangible characteristics reduce wear and tear on
steel targets in kill houses.  Reduced ventilation issues can simplify range

construction.    ExtremeShock ammunition comes in pistol, rifle and shotgun calibers in
both full power and subsonic rounds.  The subsonic rounds will properly function the
actions of most automatics.

R2LP-BATTLE PROVEN ACCURACY, ENVIRONMEN-
TAL SAFETY, RANGE FRIENDLINESS, “SHAPED
CHARGE” PERFORMANCE, SUBSONIC PERFECTION

TM
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“Texas by God!” was the startled cry of notorious
gunman John Wesley Hardin, as he spotted Ranger
John Armstrong entering his railway car near

Pensacola, Fla. Hardin grabbed for his Colt, but it tan-
gled in his suspenders, giving Armstrong sufficient time
to quiet Hardin with a whack on the noggin. Hardin was
sentenced to 25 years in Huntsville, but was eventually
paroled after 15. He studied law during those years, sub-
sequently hanging his shingle in El Paso. And, yes, I’m
going to pass on the obvious barb about going into
prison a criminal and emerging an attorney. 

I’ve just recently returned from a long trip through
Texas, and it’s an awe-inspiring part of our great country
with many interesting places to see. After a long spell on
the road, I stopped in El Paso to tank up on spicy guisado
de res hot enough to scorch the table underneath, washed
down with an ice-cold bottle of Negra Modelo.

In Pecos, I took in the very nice “West of the Pecos”
museum situated in the old Oriental hotel. If you make it
out there, drop a couple bucks in the kitty, will you?
Further up the road, I stopped at an antique shop (always
looking for old guns and such) and inadvertently inter-
rupted a session of the local hot stove league. Those fel-
las wouldn’t let me leave, and we passed an enjoyable
couple of hours swapping gun trading and “hell, I was
there” stories. Nice folks, those Texas boys. 

Heading back from Dallas, I took pains to visit the
Texas Ranger Museum in Waco. It’s another must see
destination if looking at cases full of Colts and
Winchesters does anything for you. 

From there it was on to the game-rich Texas hill
country and my primary destination, Thunder Ranch,
for a week of shooting black powder cartridge rifles.
This was my first visit to Thunder Ranch, and I’d be a
liar if I said I wasn’t impressed. I’ve been to some very

fine shooting schools, and each has its strong points,
but Thunder Ranch is something special. 

From the moment you enter the front gate, you’ll
find yourself looking at some mighty handsome coun-
try just chock full of wildlife. A long-bearded old
turkey gobbler greeted me at the gate, and whitetails,
axis deer and blackbuck could be seen ghosting
through the meadows if you only looked. 

The various ranges are all state-of-the-art. There are
ranges optimized for handgun, carbine, rifle and shotgun
use, as well as the world famous Terminator and Tower
indoor/outdoor simulators. Add to that Thunderville —
what must be the finest “Hogan’s Alley” in the world not
constructed with taxpayer dollars. 

Lots of ranges start out nice, but the wear and tear of
constant use soon has them looking like third world
facilities. In contrast, everything at Thunder Ranch is
meticulously maintained. The shot-up props and chip-
ping, sunburned paint so common to other facilities was
nowhere to be seen. In addition, the place is spotless. As
one frequent Thunder Ranch student was heard to say,
“Clint keeps this place like a national park!”

The quality of instruction was simply top drawer. I’ll
hope to tell you of this class in detail soon, but suffice it
to say the instructors were all tops in their field. They
pushed the students to improve their performance, but
kept it fun. The entire experience, from staff to facilities
to the wonderful fellow students was just first rate. 

Which is why it’s so troubling to hear the rumor,
“Thunder Ranch is going out of business.” I’ve heard
this or some variation several times lately, often as a
post on some shooting-oriented computer bulletin
board. The truth is rather different. 

Thunder Ranch opened its gates in 1993. After 10
years and many thousands of students, Clint and Heidi
Smith are ready for the next challenge. A new facility
is being readied in Oregon, to be known as The School
Of Arms. This next evolution will continue to offer the
state-of-the-art training Thunder Ranch has been so

famous for, but in a smaller, more intimate
setting. I’ve seen photos of the new loca-
tion, and you can too. Point your browser
to www.thunderranchinc.com. Scroll down
the main page and click on “The Future” to
see the latest. 

As anxious as I am to see the new
facility, it’s important to remember that
the opportunity to attend Thunder Ranch
is rapidly drawing to a close. The Texas
facility is expected to remain in operation
for another two years, and classes are fill-
ing fast. If you want to learn why many
people return to Thunder Ranch year after
year; if you want to see a magnificent
facility that accommodates everything
from 19th century firearms to helicopter
gunnery — you need to make your plans
now. 

Who knows, perhaps we’ll meet there.
I’m certainly hoping to visit this top-flight
institution again in the near future. 

GUNS MAGAZINE8 OCTOBER 2003
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Of Texas And Rumors

Clint Smith uses a
spotting board to
show Garth Kendig
where his .45-90
round struck the 700-
yard target. 

Thunder Ranch
[830] 640-3138

www.thunderranchinc.com
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The hundred-year anniversary of the .45 ACP
(Automatic Colt Pistol) cartridge approaches.
Trivia quiz:

The .45 ACP was conceived in what year? A: 1911. B:
1905. C: 1904.

Many would answer A, but they would have confused
the cartridge with the most popular pistol for which it
was chambered. The more deeply schooled handgun his-
torian would answer B, the year Colt produced the first
semiautomatic pistol designed by John Browning for the
“caliber .45 rimless smokeless cartridge.”

However, that would be an incorrect answer as well.
The right answer is C. Remember, the question was, in
what year was the .45 ACP conceived. 

In his superbly detailed book Colt Automatic
Pistols, Donald B. Bady wrote, “Colt’s developed a
.45 inch caliber automatic pistol because of the
demand for that bullet diameter. When U.S.
Government field trials with small quantities of .38
automatic pistols demonstrated that that caliber was
insufficient, the importance of preparing a .45 was
increased. Work started on this project in 1904, pre-
sumably arising from the .41 inch caliber program just
concluded. By early 1905, Colt’s had successfully
fired a .45 bullet from an enlarged version of the
Military Model 1902 style pistol. By mid-1905, the
Colt .45 automatic pistol was in limited production.”

The famous Thompson-LaGarde tests to determine
the US military’s new handgun had begun in 1904,
and the .45 ACP came along in time to not only par-
ticipate but win. Interestingly, it was not in the form
of today’s 230-grain hardball round at 820 to 880 feet
per second. 

Writing in his classic Cartridges of the World, author-
ity Frank C. Barnes noted that the .45 ACP load of the
Thompson-LaGarde tests was actually a 200-grain bullet
at 900 foot-seconds velocity, developing 405 foot-pounds

of energy. That energy is equaled by the 230-grain bullet
at 855 foot-seconds, which later became the “standard”
bullet weight for the cartridge.

Note that in the beginning, the .45 ACP superseded a
“.41 ACP” that died a-borning. More than 85 years before
the introduction of today’s stupendously popular .40
S&W cartridge, Colt’s had been working on the concept,
along with a 9.8mm round. 

The latter, also stillborn, had been intended largely for
the European market. What made the .40 S&W work was
modern bullet design: it was the first semiautomatic pis-
tol cartridge designed from the ground up to work with a
hollow point bullet. What made the .45 ACP so famous
was that, with its great bullet mass, it got the job done
even with a full metal jacket, round nose projectile.

Fast Forward
Today, the .45 ACP is better and more versatile than

ever. Conventional-style bullet weights range from 117
grains (Aguila) to 230 grains (everybody). Sub-100 grain
.45 ACP slugs are available as exotic pre-fragmented pro-
jectiles, and I’ve seen swaged bullets up to 260 grains

handloaded for tasks like
shooting bowling pins. The
original 200-grain weight is
hugely popular among reload-
ers, particularly with the
Hensley & Gibbs No. 68 lead
semi-wadcutter, and is still
loaded by CCI in a famously
effective wide-mouth Gold Dot
JHP. At a standard velocity of
975 fps it churns up 421 foot-
pounds, and is available as an
even hotter +P running at 1,050
foot-seconds. 

Numerous 185-grain JHP
rounds at a +P velocity of

1,140 fps, including one loaded by Olin for U.S. Special
Forces, deliver 535 foot-pounds, energy comparable to a
full power 10mm Auto. 

In the traditional 230-grain weight, we have the most
dynamically expanding JHP bullets ever, enhancing the
.45 ACP’s already legendary stopping power. These
include CCI’s Gold Dot, Federal’s Hydra-shok, PMC’s
StarFire, Remington’s Golden Saber, and Winchester’s
SXT/Ranger series. Specifically engineered to open at
low velocities, these rounds make particularly good
sense in today’s breed of three-inch barrel concealed
carry .45 ACPs. 

Recent events have again shown our nation’s military
the dramatic superiority of .45 hardball over 9mm in the
same configuration, a simple fact of physics written in the
blood of combat since before World War I. In addition to
a resurgence of military interest, the .45 ACP enjoys the
greatest popularity ever among both the police establish-
ment and the armed citizenry in this country.

2004 will mark an even hundred years since the con-
ception of this great cartridge. The all-American .45 ACP
is more potent, more versatile, and altogether
better than ever today.

Twenty-round box of .45
ACP from Frankford
Arsenal dates from 1915.

GUNS MAGAZINE
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The .45 ACP
Approaches Its
Centennial
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Leupold has introduced a new line of riflescopes
called the “Rifleman” series. Currently there are
three variable scopes in the series — a 2-7x33,

3-9x40 and 4-12x40.
All are finished in a smooth, attractive, non-reflec-

tive matte and are fitted with a wide Duplex™ reticle.
Adjustment turrets have no “click” stops; instead, they
are infinitely adjustable, with dials marked at 1/2
minute of angle (MOA) intervals. Click stops are
important if the turrets are regularly used to adjust for
wind or distance. On a hunting scope, which is nor-
mally sighted in and left alone, friction-lock adjust-
ments work fine.

In our May, 2003 issue Technical Editor David
Fortier had a nice story on a fine scope carrying the
prestigious Zeiss name. As part of his testing Fortier
froze the scope in a block of ice.

I don’t know if “ice blocking” will become part of
our standard testing protocol here at GUNS Magazine,
but it made a memorable photograph. I wanted to see
if the new Rifleman scope could handle the ice test just
as well and for a quarter the price.

With the turret caps removed, I immersed the 2-
7x33 Rifleman in a basin of hot water. The heating
expands the inert gas with which the scope is filled,

testing the integrity of the
various seals.

After a half hour or so in
hot water, the Leupold went
into a water-filled plastic
cookie container and then
into the deep freeze for 24
hours. Fortier called his
scope/ice block creation a
“Zeissicle,” but I’m darned if
I can think of a clever name
for the Leupold version.

After snapping a few pho-
tographs, I tossed the scope-
in-ice back into warm water
to thaw, while I dug a
favorite rifle from the gun

Leupold’s New
Rifleman Series

GUNS MAGAZINE12 OCTOBER 2003

safe. This Ruger 77/22 Varmint/Target model in .22
Magnum is a very accurate rifle, and of course uses the
strong, reliable Ruger scope rings. 

Out of the water at last, toweled off and air dried,
the Leupold Rifleman appeared as good as new in
every respect. There was no fogging, no leaks, no —
well, no anything. The scope looked just as it had
when I first peeled off the shrink wrap and opened the
factory box.

The Rifleman’s turret adjustments proved to be
accurate and repeatable. It happened that the aiming
points of the top two targets I was using were just over
seven inches apart. After firing a three-shot group on
the top left target I dialed in 14 graduations of right
windage. The next three shots were centered on the top
right aiming point, just as they should have been.

To complete the square I then went 14 down and
fired three more shots, then 14 back left, and finally 14
back up to the original position. The final three shots
were right in the group with the first three and the four
groups made a neat, seven-inch square box.

Optics of the Rifleman series appear to be high
quality. Compared to my old favorite Vari-X III under
good light at the same magnifications, I could see vir-
tually no difference in resolution at the center of the
field, with only a slight falloff at the edges. Resolution
is important in a scope to permit precise aiming. The
image through the scope was crisp, clear and sharp.
The optics performed fine under typical low-light con-
ditions (1/2 hour after sunset). 

Is it perfect? I guess if it was, Leupold wouldn’t
bother making other scopes. Lenses on the Rifleman
series are fully coated, but evidently with less costly
coating processes than the Multicoat 4® on the more
expensive models. About the toughest light conditions
for a scope are aiming in the direction of the sun at
sunrise or sunset. Here the Vari-X III exhibited less
lens flare and was a bit easier to aim. 

Ring spacing of the 2-7x33 Rifleman is 5.2 inches,
adequate for standard actions but too short for some
magnum actions such as my CZ .375 H&H without
using extension rings. The 3-9 and 4-12 Rifleman
scopes allow up to 5.6 inch ring spacing and fit even
magnum actions with standard rings.

Made in the U.S. at Leupold’s facility in Beaverton,
Oregon, carrying Leupold’s unsurpassed lifetime guar-
antee, and retailing at well under $200, the new
Rifleman series are excellent scopes and an outstand-
ing value.

$
SPECIFICATIONS: 

Leupold Rifleman 2-7x33 scope
Actual magnification:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.5-6.5

Field of view (feet @ 100 yards):  . . . . .43.2-17.3
Eye relief (inches):  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.2-3.7

Adjustments:  . .Friction-lock, 1/2 MOA graduations

Adjustment available 
(elevation and windage): . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 MOA

Weight:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.1 ounces

Length:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 inches

Ring spacing:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.2 inches 

Leupold & Stevens
[503] 526-1400

www.leupold.com
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» Patented design replaces the factory original forend
» Shock-isolated lamp assembly withstands even 12 ga. recoil
» Special recoil-cushioned lithium battery sticks
» Momentary-on activation pad molded into the right side
» Switch blocker tabs included (for customizing the pressure pad)
» Constant-on rocker switch on the left side
» Non-slip ergonomic rubber grip
» Retina-blistering Xenon lamp (125 lumens standard)
» Upgradeable Xenon lamp available (225 lumens)
» Millennium Series bezel and lamp interchange with handheld CombatLights™
» Models available for Remington, Mossberg, Ithaca, Winchester and Benelli
» 6-volt Model 618FA version also available 
» Issued to U.S. Marshals, LAPD Special Investigation Service (SIS)

plus far too many other respected high-speed door kickers to list

How to dress 

your 870
pump

shotgun
for a

big night.

SureFire WeaponLight™

Dedicated Shotgun Forend

Model 918FA
$285 MSRP

800.482.3062                surefire.com
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“I love them, it saves me
from walking down range to see my

point of impact.”
J. Wayne Fears, Rural Sportsman

Editor

Shoot•N•C® Targets
7900 Fuller Road  •  Eden Prarie,MN 55344

Call 800•328•6156 for a FREE sample

Take a look from a distance
The bullet holes in the paper target quickly disappear. 
But the bullet holes in the Shoot•N•C target stand out.

Bright yellow rings highlight your shot
Hit the Shoot•N•C target and the impact produces a 
bright yellow ring around the bullet entry hole.

A variety of styles and sizes
There is a Shoot•N•C target for every type of shooting 
including bull’s-eyes, ovals, sight-in’s, prairie chucks and turkeys.

Self-adhesive backing
Every Shoot•N•C target features an adhesive backing which allows
you to affix it without any hardware.

Spend more time shooting
Because you can see the impact holes on a Shoot•N•C target, you
won’t have to constantly walk back and forth to see where you’ve hit.

Ordinary paper

target
Shoot•N•C

target

Try our interactive
Shoot•N•C® 

target animation at
www.birchwoodcasey.com

14 GUNS MAGAZINEOCTOBER 2003

QUARTERMASTER BY DAVE FORTIER

Ever consider what would make an ideal folding knife for tak-
ing care of daily cutting chores? Personally I’d like some-
thing small enough to tuck neatly away so I’ll actually have

it when needed. To make it truly useful give it a razor sharp edge for
opening boxes and performing all the other mundane tasks that con-
stantly crop up. I’d prefer it good looking, but it’d have to be built
from quality materials. Since we’re fantasizing let’s make it so that
it never needs to be sharpened. Better yet, make it cheap so I can
actually afford one.

Sound good? Well I recently I ran across just such a blade.
Called the Superknife, it’s a nicely made and good looking working
blade. What sets it apart though is its use of cheap, disposable util-
ity blades. This allows you to use it hard until the blade dulls down.
Then, using the blade changing key, you simply flip the dull blade
around for a fresh edge. Dull this and swap the entire worn blade for
a new one. Quick and simple.

The knife itself is well made from stainless steel with aluminum
scales. It features ambidextrous thumbstuds for easy one handed
opening and the blade locks firmly in place. With the blade locked
open the overall length is 6 inches, closed it shrinks to 31⁄2 inches.
For convenient carry a stainless steel pocket clip is mounted facili-
tating point down carry.

Simple, well made, and good looking, the Superknife scores
high on the cool meter. Better yet is its price, only $24.95! A Mini

model is available for only $11.99 and a carrying case with a pocket
for spare blades fetches only $9.99. If you need a good utility knife
check this one out.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Superknife
[480] 348-0544

www.superknives.com 

Superknife

$
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QUARTERMASTER BY DAVE FORTIER

There was a time not so very long ago where there was only
one name when it came to truly outstanding Match ammo.
Today, this is no longer the case and a number of manufac-

turers turn out truly excellent Match loads. In the past few years I
have been particularly impressed with Winchester’s Match ammu-
nition. The performance of their .308 168-grain HPBT load being
quite consistent and impressive. Of interest here is the fact that
Winchester utilizes Match bullets from Nosler, rather than those
from the green box.

While for the most part I've always been a ‘green box boy’ I
was impressed by the accuracy of those factory loaded Nosler
projectiles. So I decided to take a closer look at Nosler’s line of
Match bullets available for handloading. Currently they offer
five different projectiles in their Custom Competition (formerly
J4 Competition) line. These are all hand inspected, hollow point
boattail projectiles. They offer three different weights to choose
from in .224 diameter. These consist of a 69-grain HPBT with a
BC of .359, a 77-grain HPBT with a BC of .340, and an 80-grain
HPBT with a BC of .440. For .30 caliber shooters they offer a
155-grain HPBT with a BC of .450 and a 168-grain HPBT with
a BC of .462.

While not an extensive line, these five projectiles will cover the
needs of many. The projectiles themselves are consistent and well
made. Accuracy from a Les Baer Match rifle and a Sako TRG-22

was excellent. While I wish they offered a wider selection, such as
a 175-grain and 190-grain .308, what they do offer is made right.
Best of all they’re competitively priced and available in 250 round
bulk boxes. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Nosler
[800] 285-3701
www.nosler.com

Nosler Match Projectiles

$
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Stevens Model 411 Upland Sporter

The Stevens Upland Sporter adds the modern
touches today’s value-conscious hunter demands
in a well-built, reliable side-by-side shotgun.

Quality and Value at a Popular Price...
The Model 411 is a lot of gun for the money.
Crafted exclusively for Stevens, the Upland Sporter 
features screw-in choke tubes, hammer forged
chrome-lined barrels, a single selective trigger and
automatic ejectors. The automatic safety is on 
the tang–right where you’d like it to be. With the 
luxurious touch of laser-engraved decorative 
sideplates, a red florescent front bead with brass 
mid-rib bead, high-luster bluing, a matte 
lacquer European walnut pistol grip stock and 
splinter forearm with cut checkering, the 
Model 411 Upland Sporter is a gun 
you’ll be proud to own. 

A Savage Arms Company
STEVENS

WWW.SAVAGEARMS.COM

STEVENS 118 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD,  CT 06078

Stevens is  a  reg is tered t rademark of  Savage Arms,  Inc.

QUARTERMASTER BY DAVE FORTIER

When it comes to reloading I’m all for anything that will
make my life easier. Like most, I never seem to have
enough time. So a piece of gear that will shorten my stay

behind the bench is greatly appreciated. Well, let me preface that by
saying it’s appreciated if the ammunition I turn out is still of suit-
ably high quality. Cursed with the affliction of being an accuracy
nut, only the best will do.

Well, Lyman has introduced a piece of gear that is not only mak-
ing my life easier, but turning out excellent ammunition. Called the
1200 DPS Programmable Digital Powder System, it’s an impressive
electronic powder dispensing system. A good looking and well
made unit, the 1200 DPS is relatively simple to use. Pour your pow-
der into the hopper, enter in your desired charge weight in grains,
and press a button. Instantly the unit rumbles to life dispensing pow-
der into the pan. 

As it nears the desired charge weight, the powder flow slows to
a trickle. When the proper charge has been dispensed (within .1
grain) an audible tone signals its completion. Need another one just
like it? Simply hit one button and it dispenses the exact same charge
while keeping track of the number of charges dispensed.

In actual use the Lyman 1200 DPS impressed us. We put it to
work during load development for a .308 Steyr Tactical rifle. A vari-
ety of powders were tried at various weights with different projec-
tile weights. Here the Lyman proved an adept helper, carefully mea-

suring out each charge while keeping track of how many rounds we
had loaded. As the unit is programmable, once we settled on a load
it was a simple matter to recall and dispense it. Retail price on this
puppy is $333.25 and while not inexpensive, if your time
is valuable, it’s more than worth every cent.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Lyman
[800] 22-Lyman

www.lymanproducts.com

Lyman 1200 DPS

$
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By the mid-1950s, the wound-paper shotgun case
had reached the peak of its development. The
folded crimp had replaced the roll-crimped shell

with over-shot wad. Winchester-Western had introduced
a highly efficient, bottle cap shaped, obturating over-
powder wad and their Mark-V plastic shot wrapper that
reduced shot deformation and improved patterns con-
siderably. Yet, the problem was in the paper. 

Whether the paper hull was waxed or lacquered, it still
tended to absorb moisture. I can recall shells that could
hardly be seated into the chamber of my gun and others,
that upon firing, could hardly be extracted, particularly
when shooting a pump or semi-auto. The wound-paper
tube had to go, and the major manufacturers like
Winchester-Western and Remington consequently spent
millions of dollars developing plastic substitutes.

There were endless failures during early attempts
to form cases using the injection-molded process.
Working with the available plastics of the day, compa-
nies found that the resulting cases did not have the nec-
essary tensile strength plus they became soft when
heated and brittle when cooled. It took a German tech-
nique, the Reifenhauser process, to really bring plastic
shotshells to the marketplace by the mid-1960s. 

What the Reifenhauser process did was to work the
plastic in such a way that its tensile and radial strength
were increased during the manufacturing process. In
the simplest terms, melted polyethylene resin was
extruded through a die to produce a heavy walled tube
that was then stretched to six times its normal length,
resulting in the resin’s tensile strength increasing from
4,500 psi to about 18,000 psi. 

The thin walled tube was then expanded in diameter
through the use of air pressure, thereby increasing its
radial strength. In industry terms, the end product was
known as bi-axial oriented tubing.  Cut in shotshell
length segments, the tube and a separate base wad were

then crimped securely into a metal head, producing a
straight walled plastic case that was very strong indeed.

The next development was Winchester’s compres-
sion-formed AA type case that emerged around 1965.
The compression formed process began with melted
polyethylene resin that was formed into short slugs
(called pre-forms) by an injection-molding machine. 

The polyethylene slugs were introduced into a case
shaped die; the slug was heated almost to its melting
point; and then a punch was introduced into the die
that forced the plastic to flow outward and upward
within the die to form the finished shaped case. As a
result of this compression forming in which the resin
was forced to flow in two directions, the much desired
bi-axial orientation of the molecular structure of the
plastic was achieved. 

The compression formed case without a separate base
wad was so strong that it was experimentally loaded up to
pressures of 60,000 to 65,000 psi before it failed.

One of the interesting sidelights to the “AA” com-
pression forming process was that to insure the formed
case could readily be removed from the punch, the
punch was tapered and rounded on the end.  The result
was an internally tapered tube and a semi-hemispheri-
cal combustion chamber. The tapered walls required
the development of a new wad and the semi-hemi-
spherical chamber required the use of slower powders
to control pressures. Because it had less internal vol-
ume than a straight walled case and could generate
higher velocities with less powder, it proved to be an
ideal case for target loads.

While this early production of plastic shotshells
was going on, Remington invented the one piece, plas-
tic “Power-Piston” wad. It was a revolutionary design
that combined the old over-powder wad, filler wads,
and plastic shot sleeve into one unit while adding the
collapsing ribs that further cushioned the shot charge.
It was the right wad at the right time, and it has influ-
enced wad design ever since. 

Today, we have plastic cases of every conceivable
design — straight walled, taper walled, without a sepa-
rate base wad, with a separate base wad — and we still
have paper cases for specialized target applications and
for environmentally friendly field use. For the finest
look at the construction of today’s shotshells, browse
through Lyman’s beautiful, colored cross sections con-
tained in their Shotshell Reloading Handbook.

There is a certain romance to shotshells.

Attention “Four Tenners”
Hodgdon’s “Lil’ Gun” is a great powder for the

.410, but check your lot number! Hodgdon has a recall
notice on Lot No. 103080221. Don’t use it. Excessive
pressures may result. Fertilize your plants with it.

Alliant has just introduced a new powder for the
.410 bore. It’s called “410.” Initial loading data for the
2.5 inch case looks impressive — excellent velocities
with moderate pressures. “410” is a clean burning,
double based powder designed specifically for skeet
and sporting clays target loads. Try some.

GUNS MAGAZINE
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Romance Of The
Plastic Shell
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Alliant
www.alliantpowder.com

Hodgdon Powder
www.hodgdon.com

Lyman
www.lymanproducts.com

Remington
www.remington.com

Winchester Ammunition
www.winchester.com

Holt’s special Arizona
dove load? Nah, but
this promotional round
shows the versatility
of the plastic hull.
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Ever since they came along in the early ’80s I
have thought the Barnes X-bullet was one of the
best game bullets around. But the solid copper

construction that helped it work so well in the field
pretty well threw the conventional loading book out
the window.

In order to get the weight to be comparable with
standard lead core bullets, the X-bullet had to be
longer. That dramatically increased the area of the bul-
let in contact with the bore. In other words woe be to
one who thought loading data would be the same.
Strange as it might sound, the solid construction was a
complication too. 

A lead core lets the bullet be a little bit flexible
when subjected to chamber pressures. Depending
upon its construction, a bullet with a lead core is open
at one end or the other so things can move a little. The
solid copper doesn’t do that, which leads to higher
pressures as well. When a bullet is forced through a
barrel some metal is displaced and needs somewhere
to go. It often ends up as fouling in your bore.

Now these are far from fatal flaws, but we had to
go through a learning process to get the most from
the bullet and it wasn’t always possible to duplicate

velocities of standard
loads. That really wasn’t
much of a handicap
because the bullet per-
formed so well. One of
the tricks that was tried
to increase velocities
with the copper bullets
was to apply various
coatings. Barnes has one
they call “XLC” that has
a blue color. All they say
about it is that it’s pro-
prietary and is applied
by spraying followed by
heat curing. 

While it is certainly
true that many coatings
help lower pressure,
opinions are mixed.
Some learned authorities
say they are wonderful
while other, equally
qualified, sources say
nothing good at all.
Actually I’ve seen evi-

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CONTACT:

Barnes Bullets 
[800] 574-9200

www.barnesbullets.com

Barnes Triple
Shock X Bullet

dence of both points of view and have come down on
the side of the devil we know — un-coated bullets.

Barnes now has the Triple-Shock X-bullet. There
are three circular grooves in the body of the bullet that
effectively reduce the surface area in contact with the
bore. Each groove is about .050 inch wide so the actual
reduction is substantial. 

While they don’t come out and say so, their litera-
ture would perhaps, lead one to believe that the rings
— after all they call it “Triple-Shock” — have some
effect on game performance. They say, “The bullet that
delivers a triple impact — one when it first strikes
game, another as the bullet begins opening, and a third
devastating impact when the specially engineered cav-
ity fully expands to deliver extra shock with maximum
transferred energy.”

Now a curmudgeon like me might mention that all
expanding bullets do pretty much the same thing. I’m
not knocking the bullet at all because it does do all those
things, but when you look at a recovered, expanded bul-
let you’ll see that the expanded area doesn’t even come
close to where the three grooves are. 

Hype aside, they serve a very helpful purpose by
reducing the surface area and providing a place for
the metal displaced by firing to go. They are analo-
gous to the grease grooves in cast bullets which, in
addition to holding lube, allow the alloy displaced off
the driving bands to go somewhere. Reducing the
area in contact with the bore both reduces pressure
and increases velocity. 

Those terms are not normally used that way and it
might be more accurate to say that the reduced friction
allows the bullet to go faster with the same charge.
This is not a new idea. We could compare this to the
rotating bands seen on artillery shells that predate
World War I, or maybe even the groove that used to be
on Nosler Partition Bullets when they were turned on
a screw machine.

Sadly, there’s no chance to test hunting perfor-
mance here in the month of May, but accuracy and
velocity are a piece of cake. The simplest test would
be to use identical charges with a standard bullet to
compare with the Barnes. From several manuals I
found that comparable loads of Hodgdon Varget
were listed for the Barnes as well as several well-
known match bullets.

I have a Remington 700P in .308 that has been
tuned up a bit so I loaded some ammo and went to the
range. Here’s what happened:

All the ammo was loaded in Federal cases with
CCI large rifle Bench Rest primers. Each bullet was
seated to be .030 inch off the lands, which has proven
to be a good depth in this rifle.

Examination of the bore after routine cleaning
found no significant copper fouling and the bore
cleaned easily. So it would seem we’ve got a good
thing here. Both bullets liked the 44.0-grain charge
and I’ll take half inch groups for a .308 any day of
the week. Sometimes good accuracy and hunting
performance don’t exist in the same bullet.
They do here. $
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168-GR. TRIPLE SHOCK 168-GR. MATCH CONVENTIONAL JACKET
Charge Velocity Accuracy Velocity Accuracy

42.0-gr. Varget 2,498 0.74" 2,403 0.64"
44.0-gr. Varget 2,625 0.50" 2,567 0.56"

46.0-gr. Varget (max) 2,749 0.68" 2,677 0.46"
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Unsurpassed Accuracy. Devastating Knock-Down Power.
Packaged in gold to reflect the best of the best, these three distinct bullet families represent the most advanced centerfire

ammunition available today.  The culmination of extensive research and development, a state-of-the-art loading facility and, 
of course, Remington-quality components, Remington Gold Box ammunition establishes a new level of premium ammunition.
Look for these three centerfire high-performance loads at your local Remington retailer: Core-Lokt Ultra — the new
standard of accuracy for bonded bullets, delivering devastating knock-down power at all
hunting ranges; Scirocco — the first bonded polymer-tipped bullet, combining excellent
ballistic performance with superior on-game performance; and AccuTip — the most 
accurate rapid-expansion polymer-tipped bullet on the market with tremendous down-range
energy.  Available in a full range of calibers and bullet weights for all your big game hunting needs.

IT’S TIME TO
RE-THINK YOUR
PREMIUM AMMUNITION.

R E M I N G T O N ’ S  P R E M I E R G O L D  B O X  A M M U N I T I O N

Game Dropping Accuracy.
Jaw Dropping Performance.
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It is probably inevitable that if you buy enough
things as you pass through life, sooner or later
you’ll get something that doesn’t work correctly. It

just happens. The next issue then is what to do about
it. If you buy a gun or a magazine or a holster or a
metal finish and it’s not in your opinion correct, I have
a suggestion for you — call the guys who made it.

We know there isn’t anything mechanical that
doesn’t fail sooner or later, but unless you tell the guy
who made the product you surely cannot expect to
have them make it right. Try it. Call Robar, Wilson
Combat, Les Baer, Ed Brown, Brownells, S&W etc.
First see if they will help you to fix your problem, if
not, then start your warpath.

The Righteous Warpath?
I was in Alaska teaching a rifle school using my

Robar rifle. During a lunch break a fellow cruises by
and makes a comment about my rifle to the effect, “I
had one of those ba-tards and the finish fell off.” So
I asked him the story. Well he espouses how he,
“hunts all over Alaska; bear, moose, elephants etc.,
he had a Robar rifle and the finish fell off.”
Inquisitive soul that I am I asked, “Did you call
Robbie and tell him?” His response: “Hell no, they
wouldn’t do anything about it anyway!”

You will never know
unless you ask. I think
this guy would have told
everyone in Alaska and
the lower 48 before he
would have called
Robbie. You can’t expect
a cure if no one knows
you are sick.

The Modified Gun
I’ll give you an

example — you bought
a Thunder Ranch
Special pistol from Les
Baer. Your complaint: “It
don’t work right.”

You call Les and you
say, “Les, this pistol
don’t work right.”

“What don’t it do?”
Les replies. 

“It don’t load right,”
you explain. 

Les asks, “You
change anything on the
gun?”

“Well not much — I
only put in a guide rod
and one of them rubber

buffer things and an extended slide release and damn
Les, that slide was really tight, so I buffed the rails and
stippled the feed ramp a little — other than that I did-
n’t change much.”

Hmmm? Consider, did you maybe fix what wasn’t
broke?

Honesty Pays
You know what, if you shot crappy reloads in the

gun and bulged the barrel, why don’t you just say so.
You might be surprised, they may just help you out.
You know we can’t expect much from manufacturers
as far as repair, replacement or even consideration if
from the beginning we aren’t exactly on the level with
them. Be honest. 

I once heard a guy bragging about how he had
modified the trigger on his Colt 1911. “This baby has
a hair trigger,” I think was the quote. Later that day I
saw him put a 230-grain FMJ bullet through his leg. 

About two days later I talked to him again and he
advised how he was, “gonna sue Colt’s pants off.” He
even asked if I would testify as to what happened.
“Sure,” says I, “as a matter of fact I’ll even testify as to
how you modified the trigger, drew from the holster
with your finger on the ‘hair trigger’ and took the
safety off while the muzzle was pointed at your leg.”

The law suit seemed to fizzle out after that. 

Be Educated
If you call with a complaint or a problem try to use

the correct nomenclature or terminology for the part or
problem you are addressing. Something like, “the thingy
majig on the whatchama-bob is kinda’ bent — you know
what I mean?” No, actually they probably don’t.

Be Considerate
The person answering the phone probably didn’t

create your problem. You have a problem, you paid
good money, you worked hard for your money, and
you woulda’ won the world championship if the gun
had worked, the finish hadn’t fallen off, and the sight
wasn’t bent.

I’m pretty sure most people in business don’t inten-
tionally build or create problems. If they do they are
not in business long or then again most consumers
catch on pretty quickly. 

Try honey first, especially with the nice lady who
answers the phone. Guess what — she controls the
switchboard, and your access to the person who will
eventually solve your problem. Oh yeah, the “stupid
broad” on the phone might know the answer to your
problem. Damn don’t you just hate those women (who
really run the office) that know about handguns and
holsters and zeroing scopes and calibers and velocity
and the ballistic curve and the zoot suit finish you want
applied to your gun?

There is an old saying that the squeaky wheel gets
the oil. You got a squeak? Call the person who made
your squeak, use some honey and you’ll prob-
ably get your oil. 
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450 REASONS TO 
OWN THE M1A

BUY AN M1A AND SAVE $450 ON ACCESSORIES!
Here’s a deal on authentic M1A accessories you can’t afford to miss. Purchase an M1A between June 1 
and September 30, 2003, and get a $700 package of genuine Springfield accessories for only $250

from your Springfield retailer! Better hurry, because unlike your M1A, this deal won’t last forever. 

To find your Springfield retailer, visit www.springfield-promotions.com. For a free catalog call 800-680-6866 or write 420 W. Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254.

®

• X-Wide 1-inch Scope Rings
• 3rd Generation M1A Mount

PROMOTION PACKAGE INCLUDES:

• 6x40 Government Model™ 7.62mm Rangefinding Scope
• GPK Knife with Carbon Fiber Handle and Stainless Blade
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Everyone should be blessed with a friend like my
buddy Pete Haggins. Pete’s father, Steve Haggins,
christened him after a particularly potent concoction

of his favorite Kentucky corn squeezin’s. Our family farms
were located about two miles apart, so it was only natural
that we sort of migrated towards each other. Living on a
farm, there wasn’t much to do except work, and we both
hated that so most of our time was spent conjuring up ways
to avoid it without getting caught. 

Our formative years were mostly spent in the woods
hunting squirrels, coons, rabbits and the occasional deer. It
was during these early years I noticed something very pecu-

liar about my best buddy. Pete always seemed to have bad
luck dogging his heels wherever he went, or whatever he
did. It wasn’t natural for one person to harbor so many bad
luck demons.

Eventually, with luck, and a whole passel of prayers from
our families, we finally grew up. We both still live within hol-
lering distance of one another, and still maintain our aversion to
work. In fact, most people think we’re forest rangers because
we spend so much time in the woods just bumming around. 

I’ve pleaded with Pete for a number of years for his per-
mission to relate some of his misadventures and bad luck
tales. Some of these stories may sound a little far-fetched

The Misadventures Of 

Pete Haggins
By Glenn Barnes    Original Artwork By Sequoia Blankenship
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and unbelievable. I was there and shared in most of these
misadventures, even so, sometimes it’s hard for me to actu-
ally believe that it happened.

It Starts With A Rifle
A few years ago, Pete and I decided to order new rifles

for the upcoming deer season. We pondered and poured over
catalogs until we knew every rifle then available. I decided
on a Remington model 700 chambered in .30-’06. Pete
wanted something a little more elaborate and chose a cus-
tom rifle reamed to 7x57 Mauser. 

We placed our orders with the local gun shop and were
assured the rifles would arrive within the week. Mine
showed up a couple of days later. Pete’s rifle was nowhere
to be seen. This should have triggered a warning in my brain
but went unnoticed. While Pete waited impatiently for his
prize to arrive, he sent off an order for custom dies, new
components, and a brand new chronograph. 

Two months later Pete received a phone call from the

gun shop informing him the rifle had finally arrived.
Grabbing his checkbook and keys, he jumped into his truck
and headed to the shop. 

A few miles from town, Pete noticed the sky was growing
dark and ominous looking. Within a few minutes it began
raining. The wind picked up and the rain fell harder, obscur-
ing his vision. He failed to see a broken, jagged edged bottle
in the road and ran over it, blowing out his left front tire. Pete
managed to rein his truck to a stop on the side of the road. He
was only about a mile from the gun shop.

The rain was falling in sheets hurled sideways by the
wind. Getting out and changing the tire was pointless; he
had no spare. Last week he had used it to replace a rotted
tire on his trailer. Pete’s wife, Paula, was visiting her mother
and had taken the cell phone with her. Cursing, Pete stepped
out of the truck straight into a hole and twisted his ankle.
More curses. He hobbled through the rain to a country
store/gas station about 300 yards down the road.

Soaking wet, still cussing and limping, he entered the
store to inquire about a new tire. The mechanic on duty

“Ten minutes later Pete was fondling his shiny new
rifle. Boy was that thing pretty! Once in a great

while bad luck forgets to poop on Pete.”
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refused to install one until the rain let up, so Pete pulled up
a chair by the wood stove and waited. An hour or so passed,
with Pete massaging his ankle, before the storm played
itself out. Another hour passed before the mechanic had
Pete back on the road. His “new” re-capped tire set him
back fifty bucks. 

Oh, What A Beauty!
Ten minutes later Pete was fondling his shiny new rifle.

Boy was that thing pretty! Once in a great while bad luck
forgets to poop on Pete. That 7x57 somehow left the factory
wearing exhibition grade wood that was a sight to behold.
Wood to metal fit was incredible. The stock actually
appeared to have grown around the steel. Pete was happy —
boy, was he pleased. He paid for his purchase and drove to
my house to clue me in.

Early the next morning Pete and I headed to our
makeshift range loaded down with guns and shooting gear.
Pete is meticulous and slow by nature, so while he was orga-
nizing his stuff, I fired a few groups with my favorite hand-
load through the Remington. Average group size ran just
over an inch. Sliding the model 700 into the gun case, I sat
down and waited on my friend.

After what seemed an eternity, he was ready to shoot. Pete
had stayed up well into the wee hours of the morning carefully
loading 100 cartridges, each filled with various amounts of
powder and topped off with five different bullet selections. He

prides himself as being an amateur ballistician and believe it
or not, he’s actually quite knowledgeable on the subject.

I watched him settle down and wrap himself around the
rifle. Stepping behind him to watch the show, I noticed his
chronograph was not where it should be. Before I could say
anything about it, Pete touched one off. Two things hap-
pened at once — the chronograph exploded into tiny pieces,
sending slivers of steel through the air like an exploding
grenade and Pete screamed as if he’d been shot. 

With the very first round fired through the rifle, that gor-
geous stock cracked and split at the wrist, somehow sending
a huge splinter of wood straight back into Pete’s shoulder.
Poor Pete. I hurriedly threw our gear into the truck and
rushed him to the hospital. We waited about an hour before
a doctor could examine him. The sawbones removed the
shard of wood mumbling under his breath all the while
about crazy gun guys. I felt so sorry for Pete I didn’t have
the heart to argue with the doctor. 

Fresh Start
While waiting for Pete to heal up, we sent his rifle back

to the factory for a new stock and ordered another chrono-
graph. Three days before deer season opened his rifle
showed up at the door. Instead of replacing his stock with
the same grade of fancy wood, the factory had replaced it
with a stock that resembled a half-rotted two by four. He
was heartbroken.
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“The buck shifted into overdrive and ran towards the two-lane black-
top located several hundred yards from our stands. A few minutes

later, Pete heard the sound of screeching tires and a crash.”

SEC-1 (4-28)  7/23/03  9:54 AM  Page 26



New Firearms References from
Krause Publications and DBI Books

Reserveyour copiestoday!

Please send me the following books:
Qty Item# Description                         Price Total

GG13 Standard Catalog of® Firearms $34.95
COW10 Cartridges of the World™ $27.99
GD2004 Gun Digest® 2004 $27.99
PITO The Gun Digest® Book of the 1911 $27.95
GDGLK The Gun Digest® Book of the Glock $27.99
GI2004 Guns Illustrated® 2004 $23.99
H2004 Handguns 2004 $24.99
HD18 Handloader’s Digest™ $22.95
SHGN Shotguns & Shotgunning $39.99

Shipping
Subtotal

Sales Tax
Total

S&H: $4.00 1st item, $2.25 ea add’l to US addresses.
$20.95 1st item, $5.95 ea add’l to non-US addresses.

Sales Tax: CA, IA, IL, KS, NJ, PA, SD, TN, WI residents
please add appropriate sales tax.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Phone

❏ Check/MO Enclosed (payable to Krause Publications)

❏ Visa     ❏ Mastercard     ❏ AmEx     ❏ Discover

Card#

Exp.

Mail orders to:

Krause
Publications

Offer DG13
PO Box 5009

Iola WI  54945-5009

To Order
by phone call 

800-258-0929
offer DG13

2003 Standard Catalog of® Firearms
The Collector’s Price & Reference Guide, 13th Edition

by Ned Schwing
No other reference compares. Presents more than 25,000
firearms and 110,000 prices, covering nearly every modern and
antique firearm made since 1835.
SC • 1,384 pages • 6,000+ b&w photos • 16-page color section

Item# GG13 • $34.95

The Gun Digest® Book of the 1911
by Patrick Sweeney

This complete guide to the Model 1911 pistol covers mainte-
nance, improvements, ammunition, and accessories to maxi-
mize performance. Features the test and evaluation results for
top semi-custom guns and includes repair tips and how to buy
a used 1911.

SC • 336 pages • 700 b&w photos
Item# PITO • $27.95

Handguns 2004
16th Edition

Edited by Dave Arnold
Keep up-to-date with the latest trends and product offerings in
today’s handguns for sport and personal protection. In the format
you’ve come to rely on, enjoy new articles featuring information
about cowboy action shooting, long range marksmanship, hol-
stering conceal carry handguns, cop handguns, and much more. 

SC • 320 pages • 500+ b&w photos
Item# H2004 • $24.99 • Available in September

Cartridges of the World™
10th Edition, Revised and Expanded

by Frank C. Barnes, Edited by Stan Skinner
The world’s best-known resource on cartridges of all nations,
past and present, is thoroughly updated and expanded, listing
more than 1,500 rifle, pistol, and shotgun cartridges in various
categories with illustrations, historical notes, and loading data.

SC • 528 pages • 600+ b&w photos
Item# COW10 • $27.99 • Available in September

The Gun Digest® Book of the Glock
by Patrick Sweeney

The Glock pistol is today’s preferred autoloading pistol for law
enforcement use and personal protection. This comprehensive
review of the revolutionary Glock pistol encompasses the pis-
tol’s history and unique design elements.

SC • 336 pages • 500 b&w photos
Item# GDGLK • $27.99

Handloader’s Digest™
18th Edition

Edited by Ken Ramage
Handloaders find nothing but the best with this updated assem-
blage of authoritative articles discussing varied facets of reload-
ing. New in-depth articles from expert writers cover casting bul-
lets, working handloads, choosing the right components for the
job, new techniques, ballistics, reloading safety, and much more.

SC • 256 pages • 300 b&w photos
Item# HD18 • $22.95

Gun Digest® 2004
58th Annual Edition

Edited by Ken Ramage
This 58th edition exceeds expectations with all-new feature arti-
cles, fresh new product reports, a completely updated catalog
and reference section, and full-color photos of engraved and
custom guns.

SC • 560 pages • 2,000 b&w photos • 16-page color section
Item# GD2004 • $27.99

Guns Illustrated® 2004
The Standard Reference for Today’s Firearms, 36th Edition

Edited by Ken Ramage
Gun specifications and retail prices are cataloged in this new
36th edition. Listings are revised and expanded to include the
latest information available, including model names, available
calibers and options, and other factory specifications. 

SC • 336 pages • 1,500+ b&w photos
Item# GI2004 • $23.99 • Available in August

Shotguns & Shotgunning
by Layne Simpson

Learn the technical aspects of shotguns-barrels, chokes, and
stocks. Explore the utility of various gauges and be introduced
to several popular shooting games. With chapters devoted to
pheasants, grouse, turkeys, and big game, you will get a
detailed review of hunting with shotguns.

HC • 224 pages • 150 color photos
Item# SHGN • $39.99 • Available in August

New
Edition!

New
Edition!

New!

New!New
Edition!

New
Edition!
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Protects against fingerprints 
and body &id corrosion 
Prevents pitting in tough 
salt air 
Ultra thin film penetrates 
for protection 

For information, dealer location, 
or to order on-line visit 
www.shooters-choice.com 

15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway 

100% Money-Back Guarantee 
We guarantee our products will out-perform the competition, 

if not satisfied, you will receive a full refund of the purchase price. 1 

The next morning found us back at our 
range. While I made sure the chronograph 
was lined up correctly, Pete was strapping a 
'sissy pad" to his still tender shoulder. He 
gave the go-ahead signal and caressed the 
trigger sending one down range. To his 
credit, he did not flinch. Not even a little. 

More bad luck - that once pretty rifle 
would not shoot. None of his groups went less 
than three inches, and to top it off, the chrono- 
graph suggested his powder choices were all 
low voltage, way too slow. Pete was thoroughly 
disgusted so we loaded up and drove home. 

Opening morning found us perched near 
the top of some Georgia pines, freezing half 
to death, overlooking a small field where we 
had glassed a few good bucks during the 
summer. An hour passed, then another. No 
deer. Pete decided he needed a cup of hot 
coffee to warm him up a bit, so he poured 
some from his thermos, spilling most of it 
onto his hand. Cursing, he dropped the ther- 
mos, and watched as it fell onto a rock, shat- 
tering. No coffee. Still cold. 

Moment Of Truth 
As if to warm him up, a big buck sauntered 

into the small field less than 100 yards from 
Pete's stand. He shouldered his rifle, placed the 
crosshairs on the buck's shoulder and squeezed 
the trigger. One thing Pete can do really well is 
shoot. He claims he's a direct descendant of 
Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone, and if you 
saw him shoot, you might believe him. 

As if on cue, the big deer took a step for- 
ward just as Pete pulled the trigger. Gut shot. 
The buck shifted into overdrive and ran 
towards the two-lane blacktop located sev- 
eral hundred yards from our stands. A few 
minutes later, Pete heard the sound of 
screeching tires and a crash. 

Hearing Pete's shot, I hurried over to help 
him with the deer. Pete is a good shot, so I 
knew he wouldn't have missed. He related the 
story as we tracked the deer. Sure enough, we 
found the buck. He was wrapped around the 
bumper of a late model luxury sedan. At least 
three police cruisers had traffic stopped, and 
cars were backed up as far as we could see. It 
turned out the car's owner was the President of 
the local chapter of PETA. 

Pete received a ticket from one of the 
officers, and settled out of court with the 
PETA President. He kept the deer but 
decided against having the head mounted, 
the rack was in too many places and pieces. 
Just for the heck of it, he did get the hood 
ornament from the luxury sedan mounted on 
a small plaque and it resides on his mantle 
above the fireplace. In block letters it says 
this: "1985, ONE SHOT, 7x57, FORD 
LEECON Poor guy, they couldn't even 
spell Lincoln correctly. 

Let me tell you about the time me and 
Pete were returning from a huntinglcamping 
trip and stopped off at a local Cowboy 
shoot ... 



sec-1  8/19/03  10:47 AM  Page 63



30 GUNS MAGAZINEOCTOBER 2003

Great 

Grandpa
s

Day Off
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Initially, you see only the entire scene. Then slowly, as
you study all the fine detail, the image comes to life. If
only for a moment, you find yourself transported to that

particular moment of time... 
Ramrod straight, great-grandpa stands on the line with

his heavy, engraved Ballard schuetzen rifle at the shoulder.
He’s known in the area as a fine rifleman, but in the com-
pany of many other good shots, it will take all his skill and
discipline to win. Two hundred yards away, shimmering in
the heat mirage stands the King target. A heavy wooden
shield, it’s beautifully painted with an intricate scene in the
old Bavarian tradition. Each marksman will fire one shot,
the closest to the center winning a cash prize, the King
medal and bragging rights for a year. One shot. No alibis, no
excuses. Just stand on your hind feet and shoot like a man.

Great-grandpa holds, waiting for an errant breeze to die.
Perspiration oozes from beneath his jaunty straw skimmer,

the salt stinging his eyes. The 11-pound rifle is heavy, but to
the onlookers, his silhouette appears as unmoving as if cut
out of tin. The breeze trails off. A full breath in, then half a
breath out as he moves his finger to the set trigger...

Good art will captivate you. But tour the halls of most art
museums, and you’re unlikely to find much to inspire the
imagination of the shooter and outdoorsman. Oh, perhaps a
Remington portrait, or if you’re really lucky a Russell or a
Schoonover, but such as these are few and far between. 

A Shooting Artist
In fact the “art crowd” in general holds shooting and the

outdoor sports in scant regard. Given the power to do so,
many of them would like to see firearms forbidden in this
country — for our own good, of course. But there are artists
who shoot, and their work carries a special fascination.
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Randolph S. Wright
His talent opens a window to the past.

By Jim Gardner

Any Sunday
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I first encountered Randolph S. Wright in the mid-1980s,
when I obtained a copy of The Paper Patched Bullet.
Written and illustrated by Wright, it was a good instruc-
tional guide and set me on the path to developing traditional
and accurate ammunition for my old .45-120 Shiloh Sharps.
But long after I learned all I needed from the text, I would
find myself studying the beautiful cover illustration.

Recently, I was delighted to receive a message from
Wright announcing a new work, and wondering if GUNS
Magazine would care to feature it. After a bit of communi-
cation back and forth, Randy agreed to allow us to show
you a number of his creations, as well as sharing a little
about his background.

“A Great Place To Grow Up” 
Wright was born in St. Louis, Mo., but his family relocated

to the Phoenix, Ariz., area in the mid-’50s. “Arizona was a
great place to grow up,” he relates. “As a boy, we lived on the
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Two Gun Stand

Loaded For Bear

Focke Mustangs
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Jim Shockey hunted the most remote, punishing locales 

on earth to become the first hunter to complete the

Ultimate Slam of North American Big Game with a

muzzleloader. Jim faced extreme heat and cold, rain,

snow, sand, rough terrain, and none of it could 

take out his tough, waterproof Leupold® riflescope. 

At every step, his Leupold’s rugged reliability 

protected its outstanding clarity, low-light capability

and accuracy. “I’ve been fortunate enough to 

go on some pretty brutal hunts, so I get to see 

scopes at every extreme,” Jim says. “Nothing 

holds a candle to Leupold for ruggedness.” 

The world’s best competitive shooters, guides,

custom gunmakers and outdoor writers choose 

Leupold over any other scope. If you’re looking

for an American-made, rugged, waterproof,

accurate and reliable hunting optic, it’s time

you joined them and got a Leupold for yourself.

For the Authorized Leupold Golden Ring®

Dealer nearest you, call 1-800-929-4949 

or visit www.leupold.com.

— Jim Shockey, Professional Guide & Outdoor Writer 

© 2003 Leupold & Stevens, Inc.

“I’VE NEVER HAD A GUN THAT DIDN’T
HAVE A LEUPOLD® ON IT. I HAVE NO

INTENTION OF CHANGING.”
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Roundhouse Talk

reloading bench. Randy’s latest effort along
these lines is Any Sunday, showing the inte-
rior of a shooting house with its cast of
interesting characters. 

Sadly, schuetzen shooting is not much
known today. Swiss and Germanic in
origin, anti-German sentiment after World

War I as well as urban expansion and the
loss of the shooting grounds all but
doomed the pastime. In the late nineteenth
century however, nearly every mid-sized
town would have a schuetzen range and an
active verein or club. Competition

edge of town and my brothers and I had the
seeming endless desert as our playground.”

After earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree in commercial art, Wright took a
commission with the U.S. Army through the
ROTC program. “I spent two years on active
duty, one of them in the Republic of
Vietnam, serving with the 1st Cavalry
Division.” In subsequent years, he added to
his credentials a Master’s degree in business.

His mother claims Randy has been
sketching and drawing since the age of two.
It’s his far-ranging interests that dictate the
subject matter of his work. His portfolio spans
the years; from hard bitten cavalry troops of
the 1860s, to hide hunters of the 1870s,
through the golden age of schuetzen shooting
in the ’80s and ’90s. Magnificent steam loco-
motives as well as deadly yet thrillingly beau-
tiful “warbirds” from the desperate days of
World War II are particular specialties. 

“I’m a history, military, and shooting
devotee at heart,” Wright said. “I particularly
find it satisfying to research and create accu-
rate artworks portraying military aircraft,
frontier American history, steam locomotives,
and target shooting and hunting scenes.

Once A Nation Of Riflemen 
Personally, I’ve admired all of Wright’s

work, but I’m particularly taken with his
images of famous shooters of the schuetzen
game. His illustration of the noted shooter
William Hayes adorns the wall over my
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Beretta U.S.A. Corp., 17601 Beretta Dr.,Accokeek, MD 20607.
For free product catalogs ($3 S&H) or a free firearm lock 

(4 S&H) call 1.800.528.7453. All Beretta pistols 
come with a cable lock to aid in safe storage.

MOLDED CASE INCLUDES

• 5 Choke Tubes
• Choke Tube Wrench
• Sling Swivels
• Beretta Oil
• Butt Plate 

www.berettausa.com

UNRIVALED

Beretta is proud to introduce 
what will prove to be one of the most

popular, versatile shotguns of all time: the
Beretta AL391 Urika. In the field 

or competition, knowledgeable shooters 
will immediately recognize it as a superior grade
semiautomatic shotgun. Available in hunting and

sporting configurations, 12 and 20 gauge models, the
new Beretta AL391 is the unrivaled 

leader in the semiautomatic shotgun category.
Designed to provide shooting sportsmen a 

semiautomatic with incomparable balance, control, and handling,
the AL391 Urika features a special recoil vibration damper system

that reduces felt recoil (12 gauge models only).

Versatile and loaded with high-performance features, every AL391
Urika is supplied with a fitted, lockable carrying case, five Beretta

Mobilchokes, disassembly tools and an extra recoil pad.
Retaining the features that made the Beretta AL390 a 

favorite with generations of hunters and target shooters alike,
combined with innovative new elements, the Beretta AL391 

Urika semiautomatic shotgun is remarkably reliable - and versatile.
See it at your Beretta dealer today.

For additional product information or to locate a 
Beretta dealer near you, call 1.800.636.3420.
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Apache Raid

GUNS MAGAZINE ONLINE!
www.gunsmagazine.com

Symbol of honest, competent,
quality workmanship

"LOOK FOR IT!"

Member list $2.00
1449 Blue Crest Ln.

San Antonio, TX  78232
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between neighboring communities was
lively and well attended. Some especially
hotly contested matches on the east coast
were attended by up to 20,000 spectators. 

Wright explained why he enjoys
schuetzen shooting:

“I settled on Schuetzen shooting as a
result of my interest in antique firearms and
narrowing my shooting interests to a man-
ageable number. I only have enough discre-
tionary time to pursue one shooting
discipline in depth, and I find Schuetzen the
most personally satisfying. Schutezen, for
me, presents a well balanced challenge of
quality bullet casting, reloading, load devel-
opment, precision shooting — both offhand
and bench rest — plus it offers iron sight and
scope events all combined with the beautiful
old Schuetzen rifles.”

Randy also continues to pursue the grail
of accurate black powder and paper-patched
bullet loads for his vintage rifles. 

If you like what you see here, you may
view current selections of Wright’s artwork at
his Web site: www.home.earthlink.net/~war-
birdsart. Ordering details for these very rea-
sonably priced works may be found there. I
greatly enjoy the Randolph Wright prints that
adorn the walls of my home. After a busy
workday and a frustrating commute, I can
study them, and for a moment —
just a moment — I can be there in
that frozen moment in time.
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$

All Grade III Over & Under Shotguns 
come in a hard molded take down case 
and wrapped in a velvet gun sock.

Chrome-Lined Barrels and Gold Engraved Pheasants Complement 
the Coin-Finish Receiver

You don’t have to sacrifice features for price anymore.

Fausti Over and Under Shotguns $679 - $1159

1375 Boston Post Road, P.O. Box 776
Old Saybrook, CT  06475 • Telephone:  860-388-4656

To see our full line of hunting and shooting products go to:

www.traditionsfirearms.com

•Walnut stock and forend •3" chambers  (28 gauge 2 3/4") 
•Engraved receivers •Screw-in choke & fixed choke models 

•Single selective triggers •Blued vent rib barrels 
•5 year warranty •Brass front sight bead •Top tang safety 

•26" & 28" barrels •Automatic ejector and extractor models
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F I V E Y EAR

LIMITED
WARRANTY
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Growing up in the kinder, gentler 1950s was a won-
derful experience for many reasons, not the least of
which was the excellent, and very wise teachers I had

in high school. Several of the men were returning veterans,
while the English department was staffed with the proverbial
old maid schoolteachers who not only knew their stuff but
also had a great understanding of how to motivate kids. 

The English department was backed up by another old
maid, the librarian, who kept the shelves stocked with books
that would be politically incorrect today — hunting books,
exploring books, and the three top outdoor magazines of the
time, Field & Stream, Sports Afield, and Outdoor Life.

About the same time, an aunt gave me a nearly worn out
old typewriter, and this, coupled with my teachers and avail-
able resource materials, sent me on my way. Of course, I read
everything assigned to me and reported on it, but I was also
allowed to do extra credit work by typing reports on virtually
every article found in those three magazines each month. My
teachers encouraged a love of reading and writing, and I in
turn taught them about Jack O’Connor, The Old Man and the
Boy, and the Lower Forty Angling, Shooting, and Inside
Straight Club. 

The Man In The Big Hat
By the time I had become a junior in high school, another

magazine arrived on the scene, this very same GUNS you are
reading now. It wasn’t long before I discovered a new writer,
Elmer Keith, and my life was changed forever. Sixguns

became my passion. As if it wasn’t enough to be stirred by
Keith’s articles and columns on a regular basis, I soon had a
copy of his book, Sixguns by Keith. 

I read it cover-to-cover and back again. I spent countless
hours looking at the pictures of sixguns, especially the .44
Specials. The Colt Single Actions, of course, stirred my
heart, soul, and spirit, but there were also double action
Smith & Wessons, the Triple-Lock, the 1926 Model, and the
1950 Target, that had the same effect.

Pictured in the 1955 First Edition of Sixguns are Keith’s
personal 4-inch 1950 Target .44 Special, as well as son Ted’s
5-inch 1950 .44 Special. Someday I would have one of each
of these. Someday. 

Marriage Changes Things
I soon met the girl of my dreams and for our first

Christmas in 1959, my 19-year old wife presented me with
my first .44 Special, a 6.5-inch barreled Model 1950 Target
Model. The second edition of Sixguns arrived in 1961, and to
the “Wish List” of these two magnificent .44 Specials was
added the 4-inch S&W .44 Magnum, the sixgun Elmer Keith
considered the perfect peace officer’s sidearm. 

By now I was in college and also working full-time to
support my fast-growing family, so the three .44 Special six-
guns were pushed to my “Way Off In The Future Wish List.”
In fact, it got even worse. 

In 1962 I was faced with a terrible dilemma. I could feed
my babies, now numbering two and a third on the way, or

A quartet of .44 Special ’Smiths anyone would be proud to own. Clockwise from top: 4-inch nickel Model of 1926, 4-
inch blue Model of 1926, 4-inch 1950 Target Model and 5-inch nickel Model 1926.
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pay tuition, but not both. I was afraid if I dropped out of
school I would never get back. We made the rounds of the
gun shops with the purpose of (gulp!) selling guns. The
1950 Target, an early 2nd Generation .45 Colt SAA, and my
Model ’94 Winchester all went. As we left the shop, my
wife was in tears and sobbed, “You will never have to do
that again.” Thankfully I never did, and, for the first time at
that moment I knew she really understood.

Everybody Loved Skeeter
By the mid-1960s school was behind me. I had found a

4-inch .44 Magnum, however, both the 4- and 5-inch .44
Specials were virtually nonexistent as far as I was con-
cerned. I had never seen either one so I tried to push them
off the “Someday List” and onto the “Impossible To Find
List.” I was doing okay. I could live without them. I could
forget about them. And then, enter Skeeter Skelton. 

Like Keith, Skeeter had a wonderful way of capturing
readers and bringing them into the story. The problem for
me was Skeeter’s favorite sixgun was an original 4-inch
Model 1950 Target .44 Special. My heartache started all
over again. 

When the .44 Magnum arrived, Skeeter had sold his first
4-inch 1950 Target .44 Special and took up the short bar-
reled .44 Magnum as his everyday packin’ pistol. He soon
found for his use the recoil was excessive and the gun too
heavy to carry comfortably all day, so he traded it off for
another 4-inch barreled .44 Special. And therein is the
beauty of the .44 Special. 

It’s lighter by about one-half pound than comparable .44
Magnum sixguns, and with a handload consisting of a 250-
grain Keith bullet over 7.5-grains of Unique, delivers an
adequately powerful load of 900 to 950 fps. Skeeter
espoused the 6.5-inch S&W .44 Magnum and 7.5-inch
Ruger Blackhawk for hunting, but favored the short barreled
.44 Special for nearly everything else requiring a big bore
sixgun.  

A Close Miss
I still could find neither an original 4- nor 5-inch S&W

1950 Target .44 Special. So once again, I decided it just
wasn’t in the game plan for me. Then I came oh so close. I
ran into a fellow who was getting ready to take a bunch of
boys on a camping trip. It just so happened he was packing
a sixgun for insurance. Not just any sixgun — it was an orig-
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A working gun par excellence: S&W M28
Highway Patrolman rebarreled and rebored to
.44 Special. Eggshell blue by Hamilton Bowen.

These two sixguns were made within one year of each other, a
1950 Target .44 Special and a pre-Model 29 .44 Magnum.
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inal 4-inch S&W 1950 Target .44 Special. I was beside
myself! I had finally seen one in person. Up close. 

“Would you like to trade that .44 for something else?”
To him it was just a gun, so he was willing to talk trade

when he got back from the trip. Well, in this case Murphy
was an optimist. The very first morning he returned home,

he started his truck and left it running in the driveway to
warm up. When he came outside, the passenger side door
was opened, the glove box was pilfered, and the S&W was
long gone. 

There was nothing left for me to do but take matters into
my own hands. I now had another 6.5-inch 1950 Target that

Not quite what they seem to be; the 4-inch 1950
was cut from a 6.5-inch Target Model, while the 5-
inch is a customized Military Model.

Four fine, 4-inch .44 Specials: 1950 Target with shortened barrel,
Model 624 stainless-steel with scrimshawed ivory grips, Model 24 also
with carved ivories, and original 1950 Target Model.
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Accessory

of the Year!

I had cut to 4 inches. A second .44 Special,
a Model 1950 Military with fixed sights was
fitted with a S&W adjustable rear sight
assembly and a 6.5-inch 1950 Target barrel
trimmed to 5 inches. It wasn’t the same. 

They were not original, but at least I had
a 4- and 5-inch .44 Special. What I didn’t
know at the time — none of us did — was
how valuable both of these sixguns would be
today if I had left them alone. Both had been
purchased very reasonably at $80 new for
the Target Model and $65 for the used
Military Model in excellent shape. The latter
now sells for around $1,200 if original.
There’s a lesson there somewhere. The fact
that these two sixguns were not original pre-
vented my ardor from being completely
cooled. The search continued. 

Silk Purse Or Sow’s Ear?
I found a converted Model 28 Highway

Patrolman at a gun show for $200. The pre-
vious owner had the cylinder re-chambered
to .44 Special and fitted with a 4-inch Model
24 barrel from a 1980’s run of .44 Specials
by S&W. For some reason the project was
never finished, and the satin blued Highway
Patrolman turned .44 Special had a bright
blue barrel. I was suspicious of this gun,
especially due to the low price, but I did
know the dealer. He admitted that the pre-
vious owner said it wouldn’t shoot. 

Knowing full well it’s a rare gun that will
not shoot, I agreed to buy it with the stipula-
tion I could bring it back if it proved to be
the exception. With my new .44 Special in
hand I left the gun show and found a place to
shoot. The previous owner was halfway cor-
rect. It would not shoot to point of aim.
Apparently he did not understand that the
two screws in the rear sight were for
adjusting elevation and windage. Several
turns here and several turns there and I had
that little .44 Special hitting empty shotgun
shells at 35 yards. 

Now that I knew it would shoot, some-
thing had to be done about the finish. It was
off to Hamilton Bowen to be bead blasted
and re-blued. The result was a real, everyday
working sixgun with a tough matte finish
and service stocks that I would not sell for
four times what I paid for it. Sometimes
things just turn out right. Of course, I still
had that nagging feeling that this was not an
original 4-inch 1950 Target.

The search continued to no avail.
Original 1950 Target Model .44 Specials
with the short barrel were simply not to be
found. My wife tried to soothe my dejected
feeling somewhat by presenting me with a
pair of original and unfired 4-inch .44
Special Model 24s as offered by S&W in
1983. 

Yes they were original, yes they wore 4-
inch barrels, and yes they were deeply
appreciated; however, they were not original
1950 Target Models. I liked them so well,
however, I sent them off to Bob Leskovec to
be ivory stocked Keith-style, with a carved
longhorn steer — one on the left panel of
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“Flexible. Durable. 
Irresistible.”

Introducing the 
Model SW99 in .45 ACP.

Flexible: Interchangeable backstraps to fit any hand. Three dot sight system for 
optimal performance. Nine plus one round capacity. Only 25.6 oz. 

Durable: Rugged polymer frame. Stainless steel barrel and slide construction. 
Striker Firing System. Traditional Double Action
operation.

Irresistible: …need we say more.

2100 Roosevelt Avenue . Springfield . MA . 800-331-0852 . www.smith-wesson.com

Confidence & Control Since 1852
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one sixgun and the right panel of the other
sixgun — to completely fill in the natural
creases in the hands. 

.44 Special Family Tree
Back when it became painfully apparent

I would not find a 4-inch 1950 Target, I
began to look for another 4-inch S&W .44
Special. The 1950 Target Model was also
known as the 4th Model Hand Ejector, and
was produced from 1950 to 1957 when it
became known as the Model 24. It was
removed from production in 1966 with a
total of 5,050 being manufactured. It then
returned for a special run in 1983 with both
4- and 6.5-inch versions offered for a total of
7,500 of the new big-bore sixguns. The pred-
ecessor of the 1950 Target Model was the
3rd Model Hand Ejector, or the 1926 Model.
Since there was a 3rd Model and a 4th
Model, one might reasonably expect both a
1st and 2nd Model. 

The first .44 Special sixgun arrived late in
1907 with the Model of 1908, the .44 Hand
Ejector First Model, the New Century, or as it
is lovingly known among .44 Special devo-
tees, the Triple-Lock. This beautifully crafted
sixgun became the first of what would even-
tually be called N-frames, and Triple-Lock
comes from the fact that the cylinder locked
in three places — at the rear, at the front of the
ejector rod, and with an exquisitely machined
third lock at the front of the frame. This first
S&W to feature an enclosed ejector rod
housing originally sold for $21. 

After producing slightly more than
15,000 New Centuries, S&W determined
they were too expensive, and in 1915
dropped both the third locking feature and
the enclosed ejector rod and brought forth
the Second Model. This newer sixgun sold
for only $19, so for the grand sum of $2 we
lost what could easily be argued for as the
finest double action sixgun ever made.

The big-bore .44 Special Triple-Lock was
very popular with peace officers, especially
those in the Southwest and along our southern
border. The pre-World War II Smith &
Wessons are usually referred to as having
“long actions,” which are particularly good for
shooting double action style. By the end of
World War I, they were gone and a new group
of peace officers and sixgunners came along
to demand a return to the Triple-Lock, or at
least an enclosed ejector rod housing. 

S&W did not feel the demand warranted
such a return until Wolf & Klar of Fort Worth,
Texas, placed an order for 3,500 .44 Specials
with enclosed ejector rod housings. Only 1,000
of the new 1926 Models were ever shipped to
Wolf & Klar and from 1926 to 1940 as far as
the S&W catalog was concerned, the Third
Model did not exist and could only be special
ordered. In spite of this, nearly 5,000 were
made before the start of World War II. 

For 45 years I had looked for an original 4-
inch .44 Special S&W. I do not know which
was worse, not being able to find 4-inch Target
Models, or finding unaffordable Model 1926
guns with four-figure price tags. It did not
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The new VERONA EXPRESS combo 20 ga. shotgun/rifle comes in 5 models, sporting
5 different caliber rifle barrels: 223, 243, 270, 308 and 30-06.

Actions speak louder than words …

For more than a century, dependable, quality crafted
double barreled rifles have been the choice of hunters
and guides. With the fastest follow up shot available to
protect the client or yourself from the dangerous game
of the world, the double has been there. What was
once only available to the wealthy is now available to
sportsmen of any means.

With the introduction of the VERONA LX1001 Express
Combo, dreams become reality.

P.O. Box 61497, Boulder City, NV
89006 • (702) 294-3056
veronashotguns.com
verona@pmcammo.com

Superbly crafted by Italian gunsmiths, the two wide,
through locking underlugs, and the strong Bavarian
style cheek piece and Turkish walnut stock make for
great strength, balance and quick handling, at just over
six pounds.

Incorporating a V rear express sight and a blade front,
the Express has auto ejectors and a sling swivel located
on the lower barrel while the safety/barrel selector for
the mechanical trigger is located on the tang. The hand
cut checkering, rubbed oil-finished stock and forends
and screw chokes are secured in an aluminum hard case
with four latches and combination lock.
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Lifetime warranty, Made in the U.S.A.

Excel Industries, Inc. • 4510 Carter Court • Chino, CA 91710
Toll Free: 888-442-6096 • Tel: 909-627-2404 • Fax: 909-627-7817

Suggested retail

$385.00
Available Dealer Direct

Suggested retail

$385.00
Available Dealer Direct

Accelerator Pistol

NEW FROM 

Excel Arms
Accelerator Pistol
In .17 HMR & .22 WMR
SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL
9 round magazine, single action, 
internal hammer, polymer frame, 
stainless steel slide and 8-1/2" 
stainless steel bull barrel. Adjustable 
target sights and integral weaver base.
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look like I would ever own an affordable Third
Model Hand Ejector in excellent shape or
even good shooting condition. 

“Hey, Search That Guy”
Ten years ago, Roy Huntington, who is

now editor of American Handgunner
Magazine, was on the San Diego Police
Department and arranged for the staff
writers of GUNS and Handgunner to tour
the department. What should I find in their
gun room but a 1926 Model, 4-inch .44
Special, nickel-plated and in excellent con-
dition. Roy had me searched before leaving
just in case I yielded to temptation. 

Time passed. Years had become decades.
Still no original 4-inch Target Model nor
Model 1926 was to be had. Then just before
Christmas 2000, I got a call from a reader
who knew of my admiration for .44
Specials. He had been traveling in Oregon,
spotted a like new .44 Special, and immedi-
ately notified me. I was put in contact with
Gunners Central Oregon Traders in
Redmond, and talked with another gen-
tlemen who also happened to be a reader of
this magazine. 

The Floodgates Open
He described a near-perfect, 4-inch

Model 1926 .44 Special, blue, fixed sights
with Magna stocks, exactly what I have been
seeking for four decades. The price was an
extremely reasonable three figures, not four.
Arrangements were made for shipping, and
the normal inspection privilege that all
honest gun dealers offer, and, when it
arrived, I was pleasantly surprised to find it
even better than described. Of course it had
the wonderful old long action, and was
exceptionally smooth. Once started, the
double action almost seems to operate itself. 

Somehow this first original 4-inch .44
Special sixgun was the charm and soon lead
to others. The fact that it was made the same
year as I was a great omen and may have had
something to do with this magical power.
Nine months later I looked through my latest
copy of the Old Town Station Dispatch and
found a second 4-inch 1926 Model, this one
nickel-plated, for a very attractive price. 

Surely it would be gone, but I called
anyway hoping against hope. They still had
it! After four decades without an original 4-
inch .44 Special Hand Ejector, I now had
two in less than one year. Other than needing
re-crowned to remove a few minor dings at
the muzzle, it was ready to go.

Nine months later, which now brings us
to June 2002, one of the regulars at
www.sixgunner.com posted a 1926 Model
for sale, this time a 5-inch nickel-plated .44
Special. The first five shots from that sixgun
with .44 Special handloads cut one ragged
hole at 50 feet. Good things really do come
to those who wait, and the floodgates were
seemingly opened. Would there be an orig-
inal 4-inch 1950 Target pouring through?
Then it happened. 
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In the eastern half of the country there are
plenty of whitetail deer and lots of guys
who hunt them. For the life of me I’ve

never been able to understand why super
magnum rifles are so popular there. To be sure
there can be some long shots but most aren’t.
Of course there’s no way to be really precise
about this, but from my own experience I
would wager the majority of deer in the east

are taken at ranges of 100 yards or less. That’s
why the .30-30 lever action rifles from Marlin
and Winchester are still standard equipment.
You simply do not need a .300 Ultra Mag.

And if the .30-30 is king of the east-
coast deer cartridges, can the .44 Magnum
be far behind? Outside of handgun hunters
who use it extensively, there are several
handy lever action rifles chambered for

the big .44. Both Marlin and Winchester
have offered them for years.

Stainless Advantage
This time though the new Marlin is made

of stainless steel. I have been witness to the
stainless revolution — that’s really what it is
— since way back in 1965 when S&W intro-

BY CHARLES E. PETTY

MARLIN’S STAINLESS

.44MAGNUM
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duced the Chief’s Special Model 60. It was a
huge success because the idea of a material
that required less attention was obviously
appealing. Some folks inferred that “stain-
less” steel was rustproof. That never was the
case, and even today stainless guns are better
called rust resistant. They still need care,
you just don’t have to be so afraid of rain
and snow.

It was a long time before S&W saw
much competition in the stainless market.
One reason was because the older stainless
alloys were very difficult to machine. But
over time alloys improved and the shops
learned how to work with stainless with the
same ease as they had with carbon steel.
Probably the next big advancement came in
barrels as custom gunsmiths began to install
stainless steel barrels in varmint and target
rifles. The final step in the evolution was
when rifle actions were made of stainless. 

Now we have a stainless steel lever
action Marlin Model 1894 SS, and this just
may be the ideal woods rifle. The material
is the main thing to distinguish this model
from other Marlin .44s. It’s compact with a
19.5-inch barrel and straight grip stock

with 14-inch length of pull. These dimen-
sions fit most folks and I found the little
carbine to handle with ease. 

The stock has nice straight grain with
checkering in the grip area. There is a rubber
butt plate which can’t really be called a recoil
pad, but doubtless softens things a little. Not
that recoil is a major issue with .44 magnum in
a 6.5 pound carbine. The forend has equally
nice wood with a large area of checkering. It is
wide enough to be comfortable without get-
ting in the way. In keeping with the likely use,
sling swivel studs are installed. The receiver is
drilled and tapped for scope mounts.

Making The Most Of The Magnum
I’ve heard some debate about the suit-

ability of the .44 Magnum for big game
hunting in terms of both power and accu-
racy. Neither of those arguments hold
much water. Since its debut in 1956, the
.44 Magnum cartridge has been the darling
of handgun hunters and has taken just
about every game animal in the world. All
the carbine does is make it better with
improved velocity and accuracy. The car-
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ACCURACY TEST RESULTS
Load Velocity Accuracy

CCI Blazer 200 gr. JHP 1,778 1.35"

Federal Classic 220 gr. MC 1,892 1.06"

Winchester 240 gr. JHP 1,838 0.93"

Winchester Supreme 250 gr. Partition 1,759 0.85"

Pro Load 200 gr. .44 Special JHP 1,187 1.41"
Accuracy results are the average of three five shot groups at 50
yards from benchrest with iron sights. Velocity is the instrumental

average of 10 shots as measured with a PACT Chronograph.
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tridge has proven time and again that it is
capable of superb accuracy and those who
claim that it isn’t may be blaming the car-
tridge for shooter errors of trigger control
or flinching. 

In full power loadings, the big .44 can be
uncomfortable in handguns but those con-
cerns are virtually eliminated in a shoulder
fired weapon. The M94 definitely has some
recoil and it is proportional to the intensity
of the load. Hot 300-grain loadings give you
a pretty good thump, but more customary
240-grain factory loads feel very moderate.
The carbine makes things better in the accu-
racy department too, for 1 inch, 50-yard
groups are common with the standard iron
sights and would doubtless be much smaller
with a scope.

During the course of testing the Marlin
was fired with .44 Magnum ammunition
ranging from 185 to 300 grains in projectile
weight. All functioned through the magazine
tube without incident. And just because you
can shoot magnums doesn’t mean you have
to. Several cowboy style .44 Special loads
were shot for fun and the little Marlin is a
formidable plinker with those. 

The instruction manual tells us the action
will function with ammo from 1.535- to 1.610-
inches overall length, but this one worked just
fine with some cowboy loads that were a bit
shorter. There is the obligatory warning about
not using pointed bullets in tubular magazines.
In a way, it seems surprising anyone would use
them — since we know that pointed things
make primers pop — but it will ruin your day
if a tube full goes off. I’ve seen the results and
am glad I wasn’t there. 

The mechanical stuff is pretty standard
for Marlin rifles. It weighs 6.5 pounds, and
holds 10 rounds in the full length tubular
magazine. There is a hammer block safety
that has become a standard feature on new
lever action designs. Trigger pull is an
average 51⁄2 pounds, with just a little creep.

Just Plain Fun
This is one of those guns that tends to

grow on you. It is an eminently practical
hunting rifle but also a bunch of fun to shoot.
The .44 Magnum chambering makes for a
very versatile little carbine because you can
shoot, and shoot well, everything from
cowboy action level .44 Special loads all the
way up to the hottest magnum levels with
bullets from 185 to over 300 grains. After
the work was done I had lots of fun shooting
the little Marlin with modest .44 Special
loads. Soda cans at 75 yards jumped smartly
when hit with a lumbering 240-grain chunk
of lead. Did I mention this little car-
bine is a lot of fun?.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

The Marlin Firearms Co.
[203] 239-5621

www.marlinfirearms.com
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As Good As
Its Name

Few reviews move along so trouble free and are so pos-
itive as this one. Usually something happens — the
weather is dreadful, or the performance, while good,

is not particularly outstanding. This time though, things
were different. What is especially amusing about this is the
amount of abuse heaped upon our test sample. 

Usually when a brand new model as good looking as this
arrives on the scene, every magazine is in a fistfight to be the
first with it on the cover. Rather than being rushed to slap an
article together, I received the okay to take my time and beat
the heck out of it. This model after all is designed for per-
sonal protection, and as such it either works flawlessly or
shouldn’t be trusted. Period.

Going To The Source
If you’re wondering, yes it’s that Thunder Ranch this

serious little AR is named after. Indeed, Clint Smith and Les
Baer worked together in designing and refining this rifle into
what you see today. So when I began researching this article,
I felt it only prudent to go straight to Clint Smith. Let me
preface this by saying that up to this time I’d never so much as
spoken with Clint, and have never been to Thunder Ranch.
But his reputation precedes him and I’m lucky to be able to
call men like Jan Libourel, Peter G. Kokalis, and Mike
Venturino friends. They do know Clint, have been to Thunder
Ranch, and gave me a good idea of what he’s like. 

STORY BY David M. Fortier   PHOTOS BY Emily K. Fortier & Ichiro Nagata
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Clint Smith put the spurs to the
first prototype TR Special, eventu-
ally pronouncing it, “Good to go.”
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When I interviewed him though, I was still impressed by
how down-to-earth he came across. I like people who are
honest, blunt, and shoot from the heart without mincing
words. This is Clint Smith. When it comes to firearms he has
very strong opinions on weapons suitable for personal pro-
tection. He began to formulate these decades ago as a young
Marine in Vietnam. He gave his country two tours of duty
and was wounded in combat. 

After the war he became a police officer and eventually
entered into firearms training. By 1986 he had became the
Director of Training for H&K. Then he stepped out on his
own and opened Thunder Ranch on July 4, 1993. This
academy has since gone on to be recognized for both the
quality and relevance of its training.

Simple Is Good
Talk firearms with Clint and you quickly learn he likes to

keep things simple. He’s not into fads, gadgets, or trying to
look cool. Nor does he feel the need to hang widgets all over
a tactical rifle. Instead he demands a weapon work flaw-
lessly — every time — all the time. Accuracy must be suf-
ficient for the job at hand. Human engineering must be good
enough to allow the operator to get the most out of the
weapon. Unlike many, he’s not willing to trade reliability for
a little more accuracy or comfort. 

He also feels anyone who purposely brings a handgun,
rather than a long gun, to a fight has chosen poorly. So the
Thunder Ranch Special was designed with this in mind.
Clint’s concept for this rifle was a simple one. He wanted an
utterly reliable rifle, small and compact enough to fight
within what are normally considered pistol ranges. Such a
rifle would be substantially more accurate, easier to hit with,
and offer increased terminal performance over any service
pistol. So he and Les Baer began the delicate balancing act
of sorting fantasy from reality.

Known For Quality
While I don’t know Clint Smith, I do know Les Baer.

Through hard work, attention to detail, perseverance, and a
competitive streak, Les has carved for himself a well
respected niche. His M1911s are highly regarded for their
accuracy, reliability, and handsome good looks. Roy
Huntington, editor of American Handgunner, once com-
mented about the sterling accuracy of his personal Baer
1911, relating how he had posted some 3-inch, 50-yard
groups from the rollover prone while at Thunder Ranch. 

“I thought you were shooting a Les Baer?” I replied. 
“I was,” he said.
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Above: One half inch at 100 yards is the
boast, and Baer’s TR Special will do it with
good ammo. Below: Performance of this
third-generation ZH-5 NVD from American
Surplus Company was quite good.
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ACCURACY AND VELOCITY 
Load Velocity 100 Yards

Black Hills 68-grain Match 2,686 .65"
Black Hills 77-grain Match 2,568 .487"

Hornady 75-grain TAP 2,600 .625"
PMP 55-grain FMJ 2,995 1.25"

Sellier&Bellot 62-grain SS109 2,970 1.25"
Winchester 50-grain Ballistic Silvertip 3,132 .75"

Wolf 62-grain FMJ 2,945 .875"
Groups are an average of four 5 shot groups fired from 

a rest at 100 yards. Velocity readings taken 12 feet from the muzzle.
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“Well don’t worry,” I retorted, riding him for all it was
worth, “You keep practicing and I’m sure your groups will
tighten up.”

Baer doesn’t just build a fine M1911 either, his custom
AR rifles are also noted for their workmanship and 1/2
MOA accuracy guarantee. I’ve thoroughly flogged one of
his High Power Match rifles and it has done nothing but
impress me. Real world accuracy? How about a best of .437
inch for 5 shots at 100 yards, fired prone with iron sights
and sling. Off the bench with optics it will almost cut that in
half. What I like best about Les is that he’s straightforward,
to the point, and driven to build the best firearm he can. 

When Clint and Les first started brainstorming, Clint
wanted the rifle to weigh six pounds even. Les said no
problem, only it wouldn’t have a barrel. In this manner, with
the two of them going back and forth, the rifle slowly evolved. 

Beneath The Skin
The foundation of the Thunder Ranch Rifle is a forged

receiver set. The upper and lower receivers are machined
from forgings as a matched set, fit by hand before hard
anodizing, and then refit again. Into the flattop upper Les
slid his patented National Match chrome bolt carrier
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assembly with a QMI Gold Titanium firing pin. This carrier
is one ounce heavier than stock and is machined to offer
improved oil retention. A titanium firing pin combines
strength with light weight and is titanium nitride coated. 

Into the lower receiver, Les stuffed a Jewell two-stage
trigger. This is the same unit he uses on his competition
rifles. A versatile and fully adjustable design, it allows the
trigger to be tailored to fit the needs of the individual. For
furniture a Duck Bill pistolgrip and an A2 buttstock are
mounted. Length of pull is 13.5 inches and the stock also
features Les’ own buttplate that deletes the trapdoor.
Looking at the upper and lower receivers you can see that a
considerable amount of time is spent on polishing before the
units are finished, and it shows.

Corked into the front of the receiver is a benchrest-grade
416R stainless steel Match barrel. Manufactured in-house
by Les Baer Custom, it’s 16 inches long and features cut
rifling with a 1:8-inch twist. Diameter at the muzzle is
approximately .725 inch. To increase its good looks it sports
cosmetic flutes in front of the gas block. Surrounding the
Match barrel is a freefloating aluminum handguard. 

Fine Tuning The Design
Originally this unit featured full length Mil. Std. M1913

rails at 12, 3, 6, and 9 o’clock. Under Clint’s advice though
all but the top rail were radically shortened. This allows
accessories to be mounted without needlessly cluttering up
the forearm. To aid cooling, 14 oval vents are cut into the
bottom of the forend. So placed, mirage from an overheated
barrel is less likely to interfere with the sight picture. 

To the front of the handguard one finds a robust gas
block incorporating a folding front sight assembly. The front
sight is spring loaded and folds neatly out of the way when
not required. Push a button and it pops up ready for use. The
sight blade itself is from Trijicon and incorporates a bright
tritium insert for low light use. It adjusts for elevation and is
protected by robust wings. 

The front is mated to a Tippie National Match unit
mounted onto a detachable carrying handle. While this sight
appears to be a standard A2 unit, upon closer examination
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Let’s face it, cleaning your gun is a huge hassle. Now
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one notes 1/4 MOA adjustments for both
elevation and windage. Plus while the flip
sight sports one large (.198 inch) ghost ring
aperture, the other is fitted with a smaller
screw-in .100 inch aperture. This can be
removed and exchanged for apertures of dif-
fering size to suit conditions.

The end result is an attractive looking
carbine 34.75 inches long, weighing 7.4
pounds. Finish is a durable Bearcoat. This
matte black, all-weather protective finish
uses tough Teflon-S. What one can’t see
though is the amount of work and testing
that went into the overall design. 

For example Les told me the front sight
assembly took eight months to evolve into
its final state. He also shared how he started
with the same crown as he uses on his
varmint rifles. During testing though he
found that if someone really gouged it (such
as by accidentally running into a door
hinge), it would negatively affect accuracy.
So he redesigned the muzzle crown. Also
while this rifle is guaranteed to put 5 rounds
into less than 1/2 inch at 100 yards (with
appropriate ammunition), it’s not a bench
gun. No, this is a social rifle, so it received a
4.5-pound trigger rather than something
lighter. 

Baptism Of Fire
When the design was completed an

example was shipped to Clint for testing. He
promptly gave it a hot supper by running 700
rounds through it in 25 minutes. In doing so
he got it hot enough to begin cooking the
Bearcoat off of the gasblock. Yet, the rifle
ran flawlessly with all the rounds staying on
a half-scale silhouette placed at 200 yards.
The next day Clint pounded another 300
rounds through it without incident. 

Impressed, he took a rubber mallet to the
front sight to see if it would withstand some
abuse. It did. Next his wife Heidi ran it
through an Urban Rifle course. She wanted
some first hand knowledge of how the car-
bine performed if it was going to wear the
Thunder Ranch logo. During an interview
Heidi related the rifle impressed her as
being, “solid as a rock.”

She liked the trigger, felt it was crisp with
a good reset, really liked the sights, and was
impressed with the fit and finish. Loaded
with Federal ball she said it ran with no
problems of any kind. She was impressed
enough to call Les up and say, “I love my
rifle!” thus forever claiming it. It appears
Clint will have to get his own. Having suc-
cessfully passed muster the die was cast, and
the Les Baer Thunder Ranch Rifle was born.

Testing In Maine
This all sounds very good, but how

would an out-of-the-box example perform?
There’s only one way to find out. My test
rifle arrived with two 10-round magazines,
front sight tool, manual, soft case, nylon
sling, and information and wrenches for the
Match trigger. Also included was a test
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target fired at 100 yards by Les Baer himself
with 77-grain Federal Match. This sported
two 5-shot groups, the biggest of which
measured .25 inch. They would be impres-
sive groups for a heavy-barreled bolt gun, let
alone a 7-pound gas gun.

Out of the box the Thunder Ranch Rifle
looked good. The Bearcoat finish was evenly
applied, the markings were well executed,
and the quality of workmanship evident was
very high. The muzzle sported a very nicely
executed crown and the bore looked excel-
lent. In the hands the weapon balanced well,
felt good, and was quick to the shoulder. The
freefloating handguard is comfortable and the
cooling vents aid in providing a secure grip.
The controls all operated smoothly, maga-
zines inserted and ejected easily, and the
trigger was light and crisp. Pull weight was
approximately 4.5 pounds with zero creep.

The takedown pins are fitted very tightly,
and I needed a nylon punch and hammer to
pop the hood. Once inside you can see how
the upper and lower receivers have been care-
fully fitted together by hand. While the fit is
superb I would prefer a gun you can push the
takedown pin out on by hand. However I
know not everyone agrees with me on this. 

Next, I examined the sights. The front
sight is well designed, simple, and rugged.
Push a button and it pops up. To fold simply
push the sight down, depress the button, and
lock the sight into place. With the rear sight
sporting 1/4 MOA clicks you’re not locked
into the military Bullet Drop Compensator
as with the A2 sights.

Accuracy In Spades
To check its intrinsic accuracy I tested

the Thunder Ranch Rifle from the bench at
100 yards. Four 5-shot groups were recorded
with each load firing from a Wichita rest in
conjunction with a rear bunny bag. Velocity
readings were taken 12 feet from the muzzle
with an Oehler 35P chronograph. Ambient
temperature was 71.6 degrees F with wind
running around 5 mph and switching back
and forth from 3 to 9 o’clock. 

For this portion of testing I mounted a 6-
24x50mm I.O.R. target scope with a fine
crosshair reticle. Seven loads were utilized.
These consisted of Black Hills 68-grain and
77-grain Match, Hornady 75-grain TAP,
PMP 55-grain FMJ, S&B 62-grain SS109,
Winchester 50-grain Ballistic Silvertip and
Wolf Performance Ammunition 62-grain
FMJ. I felt this cross section of match,
hunting, and FMJ loads would give a good
indication of this rifle’s performance.

It quickly became apparent this rifle
can shoot. However it was not easy for me
to harness its full potential. Round forends
do not snuggle into bags well, and the
trigger was a little heavy for sub-1/2 MOA
work. Yet even so, when teamed with
Black Hills  77-grain HPBT “Special
Match” the little carbine would easily
plunk 5 rounds into .625 inch. 

With some effort I cut it down to .487
inch by treating it like a bench gun and

cleaning the barrel every 5 shots. So yes, the
little rifle shoots like a house of fire. I did
notice though, as to be expected by the twist,
that this rifle preferred heavy bullets. This is
a good thing in my book.

Next we stripped the target scope off and
remounted the carrying handle. We then pro-
ceeded to fire 500 rounds of inexpensive
steel-cased Wolf through it without incident.
This went downrange in a hurry, pounding
IPSC silhouettes at 50 yards and in. Here the
Thunder Ranch Rifle came into its own
doing what it was intended. 

Versatile Performer
As we heated the barrel up while littering

the range with empty 5.56 cases, we noted it
handled well and indexed quickly onto the
target. Casually firing kneeling and unsup-
ported prone it was a simple matter to hit a
head size target at 200 yards. Next we
mounted an EOTech HDS sight on the Mil.
Std. M1913 rail on the forearm. This
allowed use of either the Hollographic sight
or the iron sights which co-witnessed. We
sent more rounds downrange with this set-
up, shooting out to 330 yards. 

When the light faded we mounted a
USNV-14 3rd Generation Night Vision
monocular in place of the carrying handle.
Manufactured by U.S. Night Vision, the
USNV-14 weighs less than 10 ounces and is
an extremely impressive NVD. A 1x viewing
device, when mounted behind the EOTech
(or head mounted) it allowed quick and easy
engagement of targets in virtual darkness.
The USNV-14 provides a bright, clear, flat
image with good depth perception and
impressive resolution. It complemented the
Thunder Ranch Rifle nicely.

Next we mounted a ZH-5 NVD from
American Surplus Company. The ZH-5 is a
3rd Generation, 5x weapon sight sporting
Zeiss Hendsolt optics mated to American
technology. With this optic mounted the
Thunder Ranch Rifle delivered consistent
.625-inch, 3-shot groups with PMP ball at 100
yards in darkness. Head shots with this setup
were a snap off a Harris bipod at 250 yards. 

While a large unit at 4 pounds, the ZH-5
sports a drop down ocular allowing a good
cheek weld. Performance was impressive
and we appreciated the 5x magnification for
shooting past 300 yards. Night fires are a lot
of fun and we sent approximately 400
rounds of PMP ball downrange in total dark-
ness. Despite never being cleaned
throughout testing, the rifle ran like a
champ. The only problem encountered was a
single round of Wolf ammunition which
required a second strike to fire. 

The Bottom Line
Negatives? The pushpins are very tight

and require a punch and hammer to knock
out. The sling swivels are set up for con-
ventional carry. This works fine if you
want to throw an M1907 sling on it.
However, if you want to add a tactical
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BUY AN M1A AND SAVE $450 ON ACCESSORIES!
Here’s a deal on authentic M1A accessories you can’t afford to miss. Purchase an M1A between June 1 

and September 30, 2003, and get a $700 package of genuine Springfield accessories for only $250
from your Springfield retailer! Better hurry, because unlike your M1A, this deal won’t last forever. 

To find your Springfield retailer, visit www.springfieldarmory.com. For a free catalog call 800-680-6866 or write 420 W. Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254.
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• 30mm Scope Mount Rings

• 3rd Generation M1A Mount

PROMOTION PACKAGE INCLUDES:

• 6x40 Government Model™ 7.62mm Rangefinding Scope

• GPK Knife with Carbon Fiber Handle and Stainless Blade



sling you’ll need to rig it up. Muzzle flash
varies greatly depending upon ammo. In
low light some of it is retina melting, so
you’ll have to carefully test your social
ammunition. Controllability is AR like,
inferior to an AK-74’s but still pretty darn
good. This is an expensive piece with a
suggested retail price of $2,488. 

Positives? The TR Rifle was flawlessly
reliable and ate whatever I stuffed in it.
Accuracy is simply superb, especially for
what it is, a seven pound AR carbine.
Workmanship is excellent and evokes pride
of ownership. This is one rifle you’ll show
off to your buddies. It’s well balanced, quick
handling, and compact. Accessories are
widely available and easily mounted. It per-
forms superbly with the new generation of
heavy bullets. 

If or when the assault rifle ban sunsets, it
will be a simple matter to slap a collapsing
stock and flash suppressor onto this puppy.
In short, if you’re looking for a well thought
out and incredibly well made social rifle you
can trust your life to, this is it. 

And if you’re ever in a situation where
you absolutely, positively have to be
involved in a gunfight, this is the
pistol to bring!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Les Baer Custom, Inc.
[309] 658-2716
www.lesbaer.com

Thunder Ranch
[830] 640-3138

www.thunderranchinc.com

American Surplus Company
(Quality Night Vision)

[817] 244-8100

Black Hills Ammunition
[605] 348-5150

www.black-hills.com

Century International Arms Inc.
(PMP Ammunition)
[802] 527-1258

EOTech
[734] 741-8868

I.O.R. Valdada
[970] 879-2983
www.valdada.com

Sellier&Bellot USA
[913] 664-5933

Sporting Supplies Int. Inc.
[714] 635-4246

www.wolfammo.com

U.S. Night Vision
[800] 500-4020
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Wilsonville, Oregon, based
Columbia River Knife & Tool
(CRKT) is best known for pro-

ducing solid, working knives with a heavy
bent towards the bang-for-the-buck factor. If
you’ve never owned a CRKT knife before,
you’re in for a real treat. Nearly the entire
line showcases designs by popular custom
knifemakers, made with proven materials,
yet all the while keeping prices within a
range anyone can afford. 

In a business where you’re only as good
as your last design, CRKT has built a solid
reputation, one knife at a time. 2003 is cer-
tainly no exception for them. In what may be
a record-breaking debut for any knife com-
pany, CRKT took the wraps off close to 10
new models at the 2003 SHOT show, held in
Orlando, Fla. And here is a brief run down of
what’s new and exciting from Columbia
River Knife & Tool.

First Rate Folders
Custom maker Michael Walker

designed the BladeLOCK 2 as the follow
up to his original CRKT BladeLOCK
design. This folder, like its predecessor,
features a unique blade locking mecha-
nism that positively locks the blade in the
open and closed position. The lock release
is integrated into the thumb stud of the
blade, permitting the user to easily and

LAKE SIGNATURE SERENGETI HUNTER
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effectively unlock the blade and rotate it
open or closed. 

With a little practice, the BladeLOCK 2
can be deployed quickly. The blade is 3
inches in length and is ground from AUS-
6M steel. The stylish handle has textured
Zytel scales for a secure grip, and a pair of
steel lock covers add to the visual appeal.
MSRP is set at $79.99.

Kit Carson’s name is highly respected
for the bulletproof tactical folders he crafts.

Carson and CRKT have three collaboration
knives on the market that have generated a
lot of interest and excitement. This year,
two variations have been added to offer
even more variety. The M16 Compact is a
slender version of the regular M16 tactical
folder, best suited for everyday carry. It’s
lightweight and slim, yet built tank tough
like its full size sibling. 

Available in either a tanto or spearpoint
titanium nitride-coated blade, the M16

Compact comes in two handle color
choices of black and British racing green.
The knives feature the Carson flipper pro-
trusion that aids in speedy opening and
once open, functions as a hand guard.
Blade length measures a little over 3
inches, making this a comfortable folder
for daily carry. MSRP is $69.99. 

Next up, the Jim Hammond designed
Cascade lockback folder. This is a handfull
of a folder with its ergonomically contoured,

HAMMOND A.B.C.LIGHTFOOT M1

HAMMOND CASCADE CRAWFORD FALCON
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heavily textured Kraton handle. The AUS-6
stainless steel clip point blade is 3.5 inches
long, and overall length is about 8.5 inches.
The handle’s design incorporates forward
and rear guards to retard slipping in either
direction. The blade comes in either plain
edge or partially serrated and has ambidex-
trous thumb studs for ease of deployment
with either hand. 

A steel pocket clip is attached to the
handle, but the Cascade also comes with a
Cordura belt sheath. The Cascade is a com-
fortable work knife — just pick one up and
wrap your grip around the handle and see
what I mean. MSRP of the Cascade is a pit-
tance at $39.99. 

Fixed Blades Too
Perhaps you enjoy knives of Japanese

flair? Then look no further than the Steve
Corkum designed First Strike. This is
CRKT’s first offering involving a traditional
Japanese fixed blade knife, complete with
same (stingray skin) underlay and hand
wrapped handle. It is truly a beautiful pro-
duction knife! 

The 4.5 inch long AUS-6M stainless
steel, tanto shaped blade offers a strong
blade tip for strength not found in other
point shapes. Each First Strike comes with a
molded Zytel® belt sheath that keeps the
knife secure at your side, yet allows for easy
access for withdraw. At $69.99, the CRKT
First Strike is an outstanding value. 

Custom maker Ron Lake’s influence
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is far reaching. His work has influenced
many a knifemaker, and his upscale
designs please even the most discrimi-
nating knife collector. Recognizing this,
CRKT contacted Lake to design a stylish
folder for mass production. The result is
the Lake Signature. With a blade length
of 31⁄4 inches, the Lake Signature model
is another comfortable knife for
everyday carry. 

It is of the interframe design for which
Ron Lake is so famous, and even includes a
custom-inspired pivot screw and hand tied
leather fob just like that found on Lake’s
handmade versions. The CRKT Lake
Signature incorporates the custom maker’s
own safety design, which was engineered in
conjunction with fellow knifemaker Michael

WALKER BLADELOCK
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Walker. Dubbed the LAWKS (Lake And
Walker Knife Safety), it prevents inadvertent
unlocking. As a side note, CRKT incorpo-
rates the LAWKS into every one of their
liner lock folders. 

If you pay attention to the photos of
other CRKT folders, you will see the
LAWKS release lever above the pivot
end of the handle  — looking at it from
the pocket clip side. But for the Lake
Signature model, the LAWKS release is
integrated into the pocket clip. Pivot the
clip down to engage, pull it back up to
disengage. With practice, one can put
the safety into play after opening the
blade. Pretty unique! The machined,
6061 T-6 aluminum handle, anodized a
titanium gray color, rounds out this nice
upscale looking package. MSRP is set
for $99.99.

The Art Of Minimalism
The Ed Halligan designed KISS and

PECK folders are unique in design and con-
struction in that they are fully functional
folding knives with only two main parts.
These have been really good, consistent
sellers for CRKT. This year, they add
another dimension to these lines  — all black
Teflon coating. A new sub-series is born,
called the KISS/PECK In The Dark. 

The black Teflon coating gives a sub-
dued look while adding an element of
dress. Just like their standard counterparts,
the KISS and PECK knives have blades of
AUS-6 stainless steel and are chisel ground
(blade is ground only on one side) so that
when the blade is folded against the frame,
it “seals” itself to protect the user from con-
tacting the sharp edge. 

The KISS and PECK, respectively, have
blade lengths of 2.25 and 1.88 inches. These
are very nice conversation starters too as
they defy what we have come to expect  in
normal folding knives. The KISS In The
Dark has a MSRP of $39.99, the PECK In
The Dark runs $29.99.

For those who want a different kind of
knife, look no farther than the Allen
Elishewitz-designed Rollock. It’s not quite a
folding knife and definitely not a fixed
blade. Its blade slides back and drops down
into the handle from the open position to
offer an easy-to-carry, nicely contoured
package. The Rollock’s mechanism came
from the original Rolox knife manufactured
by Benchmark. CRKT’s version brings the
Rolox design into the new millennium with
modern styling, function, and aesthetics —
all at a reasonable price. 

Something Completely Different
The Rollock’s 21⁄4 inch AUS6M stainless

steel, clip point shaped blade is mirror pol-
ished. It also features an aggressively tex-
tured thumb ramp to aid in extending the
blade. To fully deploy the blade, one presses
down on the rear of the nestled blade, which
tilts the blade upwards a bit and unlocks it
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from the closed position. From here, the
thumb is used to push the blade forward
until it securely locks in the open position. 

To stow the blade, the lock mechanism
release at the rear of the handle must be
depressed with one hand. The other hand
securely grabs the blade, pushing it back
toward the rear of the handle and tilting it
down into the locked position. The handle
length measures 31⁄2 inches and is com-
prised of a steel frame with colored
translucent plastic handle scales in red,
blue, clear or black. A sizeable steel pocket
clip is attached to one side. The Rollock
sells for $39.99.

More New Developments
Other new CRKT models for 2003

include: Mike Franklin’s Serengeti Hunter —
an innovative folding hunter incorporating
two small fixed blades (a skinner and a caper)
attached to the sides of the folder’s handle. 

Jim Hammond’s A.B.C. (All Bases
Covered) series of dive knives offer a com-
pact dive/whitewater fixed blade knife with
blades that have serrated and plain edges.
The A.B.C. Aqua has a squared-off tip to
prevent punctures and the A.B.C. Operator’s
Model has a tanto point to serve as a good
all-around cutting tool. 

The Alaska Pro Hunter series was designed
by Russ Kommer to be serious duty fixed
blade hunters. This series consists of three dis-
tinct knives — utility, semi skinner, and drop
point. All feature stacked leather washer han-
dles with double steel bolsters. Any hunter
would be proud to own these knives. 

Father and son knifemaking team of Pat
and Wes Crawford contributed their Fixed
Falcon design. This handy little fixed blade
is designed for either neck or belt carry, and
features an ergonomic handle paired with a
useful clip point blade shape. 

For tactically oriented individuals,
CRKT showcases their Pesh Kabz folder.
Based on knifemaker Bud Nealy’s famous
Pesh Kabz concealment fixed blade, the
folder version features the same special
blade grind, which promotes a very sharp
cutting edge and at the same time reinforces
the blade tip for piercing power. The blade
also features a flip protrusion to aid in
speedy blade deployment and which serves
as a hand guard when open. 

Finally, the Black Gold KISS and Black
Gold PECK knives from Ed Halligan are
distinctive in Teflon black coating with 24k
gold-plated screws and pocket clip for a very
dressy appearance. They would make a
splendid gift for anyone who appreciates
functional innovation. 

Come to think of it, function and innova-
tion would be a fair pair of words to describe
the offerings of Columbia River Knife and
Tool. For a closer look at the full line, see the
Website: www.crkt.com, or call [800] 891-
3100 for a current catalog. If, like me, you
enjoy good cuttin’ tools, I’ll bet you can’t
buy just one!

$
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It must have been fascinating to have
worked at Remington during the 1960s.
It was as if someone at the corporate

level said, “Let’s throw out the rulebook.
Let’s try something new. Let’s look at some
modern materials and contemporary
designs.” And they did. Innovative, futur-
istic, even what could be called “radical”
firearm designs rolled off the assembly line
at a breathtaking pace. 

This was the era of the “Nylon” .22s, the
XP-100 pistol and the Model 600 and 660
carbines. They even shared some common
design motifs. The .22s, XP-100 and the

Model 600 all featured the very striking
“shark fin” front sight. The XP-100 and the
Model 600 shared the same action plus a
plastic ventilated rib. 

Well, Remington has gone “retro.” In a
move that is like Ford bringing back the
petite Thunderbird, Remington has brought
back the Model 600 — albeit in a slightly
more contemporary form. They’ve even
given it a unique designation — the Model
673. 

The “6” stands for the original 600
series. The “7” indicates that the new car-
bine is built on the type “Seven” action; and

the “3” indicates the year of introduction,
2003. Seeing the Model 673’s laminated
stock, ventilated rib and shark fin front sight
for the first time brought back a flood of
memories.

Love At First Sight
It was 1970. I was working for the New

York State Conservation Department and
doing most of my hunting in the Adirondack
mountains. In the Adirondacks, the deer are
not plentiful and the hunting pressure is
light. Yet, it’s quite possible to take some

✹
❖❑
�◗
 ✮◗
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great, trophy quality bucks plus black bear
there. My rifles of choice at the time were a
Model 71 Winchester in .348 Win. and a
Sako Finnbear in .338 Win. Mag. Then one
day I stopped in at Russ Carpenter’s shop in
the Mid-Hudson and there in the used gun
rack was a Model 600 in .350 Rem. Mag.
with a price tag of $150. 

If ever there was a controversial rifle, the
Model 600 Magnum has to rate close to the
top of the list. Gun writers of the day cruci-
fied it. “It’s ugly.” “The dog-leg bolt handle
is non-functional.” “The bolt release is
impossible to reach.” “The bottom metal is

“Dogleg” bolt handle of the original M600
was much maligned, but worked well.
Left: Floorplates of new Model 673 (left)
and Model 600.

With 22-inch barrel, the new
Guide Rifle stands a hand taller
than Holt’s 1970 heartthrob, the
Remington M600.

SEC-3 (68-106)  7/23/03  2:00 PM  Page 75



plastic.” “Who ever heard of putting a venti-
lated rib on a rifle?” And the most universal
gripe of all, “It kicks too much.” But to me,
it was love at first sight. I had to own it. It
cost me a sporterized Springfield plus some
boot, but I walked out of there with that
Model 600, and to this day, it remains one of
my very favorite big game rifles. 

To understand the appeal of the new
Model 673, let me share with you why I
like its predecessor, the Model 600 in .350
Rem. Mag. 

A Real Woodsman's Gun
It proved to be an ideal woods rifle —

light, handy, well-balanced, powerful, and
with its beech and walnut laminated stock,

weatherproof and stable. The recoil lug was
even epoxy bedded at the factory.

The Model 600’s short, slim, free-
floated, 18.5-inch barrel was perfect when
you had to crawl through dense mats of
young hemlock and spruce while tracking a
bear in the snow. When it rained or snowed,
the little carbine was compact enough to fit
under your slicker and to tuck up under your
arm. It was very fast to get into action once
game was spotted. And the .350 Rem. Mag.
cartridge proved time and again to be a mag-
nificent one-shot performer in the field. In
fact, last fall I hunted elk with the little
Model 600.

Remington initially offered two loadings
for their new “short magnum” — a 250-
grain Core-Lokt soft point at 2,410 fps and a
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200-grain Core-Lokt at 2,775 fps. Those
velocities were indeed achievable from the
carbine’s 18.5-inch barrel. What’s more, the
accuracy of the Model 600 carbine with its
stiff, short action, free floated barrel and
epoxy-bedded receiver was remarkable.
Even with factory ammunition, the big bore
carbine was capable of holding pretty close
to a minute-of-angle. 

Surprisingly enough, recoil was mod-
erate with both the 200- and 250-grain load-
ings. So manageable in fact, that my wife
bought a Model 660 in .350 Rem. Mag. the
following year. If you can handle the 180-
grain loading in the .300 Win. Mag., you can
certainly manage a .350 Rem. Mag. 

I can remember buying only one box of
Remington 250-grain factory loads. For

Now who wouldn’t be proud
of a whitetail like this? Holt’s
potent little Remington .350
scored on this Adirondack
buck in 1971.
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deer, antelope, sheep, caribou, black bear
and elk, the 200-grain Core-Lokt, either as
handloaded or as factory ammunition, leaves
nothing to be desired in terms of terminal
performance. It puts game animals down
with great authority and with a minimum of
meat damage. Plus it shoots surprisingly flat. 

Sighted 2 inches high at 100 yards, the
200-grain loading is dead-on at 200 and only
9.5 inches low at 300. If I were pursuing
moose or grizzlies, however, there’s no ques-
tion that the little carbine would be stoked
with 250-grain loads, and having said that,
the Model 600 and 660 Magnums proved
extremely popular in the Alaskan bush.

Standard Of Comparison
The .350 Rem. Mag. has often been

described as being nothing more than a .35
Whelen in a short, compact case. Actually,
it’s a better cartridge on all counts. It oper-
ates at a higher pressure than the Whelen and
out performs the former wildcat in terms of
velocity and energy, even in a shorter barrel.
It’s simply a grand, medium-bore hunting
cartridge that Remington is smart enough to
keep in the line and breathe new life into it
in an era of short magnums. 

Being a .35-caliber case with an excel-
lent expansion ratio, the .350 Rem. Mag. is
versatile. If you are a handloader, it can be
fed a diet of .38-caliber pistol bullets for
plinking or varminting. It’s amenable to a
variety of excellent cast bullet designs. And
when fall rolls around, you have a wide
choice of quality 180-, 200-, 220- and 250-
grain jacketed soft points to match the game.
Indeed, the 180-grain pointed soft point can
be moved along at almost 3,000 fps from the
original 18.5 inch barrel.

Which brings us to the new Model 673. 

Something Old, Something New
Called the “Guide Rifle,” it could serve

well in that capacity, and with its 22-inch
barrel, it does qualify as a rifle.
Cosmetically, it looks a lot like the old
Model 600. The ventilated rib is there, but
it’s now made of steel rather than plastic.
The distinctive shark fin front sight of the
1960s has returned and looks as racy as ever.
The laminated stock has been retained,
although it’s a bit beefier and more conven-
tional in shape than the Model 600’s. 

Alas, the dog-leg bolt handle has been
replaced, and the Model Seven’s bottom
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There it is, that racy “shark fin”
front sight, on the new M673 as
well as vintage M600 and Nylon 66.
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metal is steel not plastic. And it’s chambered
for the .300 Rem. SA Ultra Mag as well as
the traditional .350 Rem. Mag. Overall
weight is up a bit. The Model 600 Magnum
scaled out at about 6.5 pounds. The Model
673 is a pound heavier.

By any measure, Remington’s “retro” is
a well thought-out rifle, and to me, pleasing
to look at and handle. It’s certainly more
affordable than the original Model 600
Magnums that today command a premium
collector’s price. Of course, one question
remained: How would it perform?

When I scoped my original Model 600
Magnum, I chose Conetrol rings and bases.
Conetrol’s mounting system is uniquely ele-
gant and rugged. The smooth streamlined
rings add a touch of esthetic class to any
rifle, and I’ve never had a Conetrol mount
shoot loose. So when the Model 673 arrived,
I again chose Conetrol. 

The scope selected was one I had wanted
to try. It was Bushnell’s new 1.5-4.5x32mm
Elite 3200, with their proprietary Rainguard
lens coating and Firefly reticle. 

Bushnell’s water repellent Rainguard
coating technology prevents lens fogging
when you’re hunting in rain, sleet, or snow.
The coating causes moisture to bead up into
tiny droplets. The result is amazing. You can
continue to acquire a clear image under the
wettest of conditions.

The Firefly reticle is the non-battery
answer to the illuminated reticle. Designed
for those highly productive dawn and twi-
light hunting periods, the Firefly reticle is
charged by covering the objective with your
hand and shining a small pen light (supplied)
through the eyepiece for a minute or two.
The result is a reticle that glows with a warm
green hue. It’s very distinct without being
distracting, and it’s utterly practical,
requiring no batteries or electrical circuitry. 

Ballistic Comparison
Having an original carbine with an 18.5-

inch barrel and the new rifle with a 22-inch
barrel to shoot side-by-side was an appealing
prospect. Plus I had a variety of old Remington
and Peters 200- and 250-grain ammunition on
hand and a favorite handload to test together
with Remington’s latest 200-grain Core-Lokt
load. The results were intriguing.

First, both .350s averaged about 1.25
inches for three-shot groups at 100 yards
with just about everything I fed them.
Only my carbine, when stoked with a tai-
lored 200-grain Core-Lokt handload, con-
sistently shot under an inch. The larger
bores tend to be accurate and these two
.350s were no exception. What was fasci-
nating were the variations in velocity
between the two guns and between dif-
ferent lots of ammunition. 

Remington’s latest 200-grain Core-Lokt
ammunition averaged 2,707 fps in the Model
673 and 2,667 fps in the Model 600 for a
total variance of only 40 fps between the
rifle and the carbine. Another way of
expressing it would be that the .350 Rem.
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Mag. looses only 11.5 fps per inch of barrel
length between 22 inches and 18.5 inches,
which is inconsequential. 

This illustrates one of the endearing qual-
ities of the larger bores with their excellent
bore expansion ratios. You can shoot a
shorter barreled, compact gun without sacri-
ficing performance. 

Remington lists the current 200-grain
loading at 2,775 fps in their ballistic tables,
and frankly, I was disappointed in the low
velocities generated by the latest lot. 

So next was a 30-year old lot of
Remington’s 200-grain factory load. It aver-
aged 2,796 fps in the Model 673, and 2,718
fps in the Model 600. That’s 89 fps and 51
fps faster than the velocities registered by
the new lot of .350 Rem. Mag. ammunition.
That was more like it. Save that old ammo!

While Remington has discontinued the
250-grain Core-Lokt load, I had some 30-year
old stock on hand. In the new Model 673, the
load averaged 2,440 fps, and in the Model 600
carbine, 2,406 fps. The spread between both
guns was now only 34 fps. If you’re wondering
about recoil with a 250-grain bullet, I can only
say you wouldn’t know whether you were
shooting a 200-grain bullet at 2,775 fps or a
250-grain Core-Lokt at 2,400 fps unless you
read the flap on the ammunition box.

Finally, I tested my standard hunting
handload, which by the way, can be found in
the Hodgdon Manual. It consists of a 200-
grain Core-Lokt bullet; 59.0-grains of
H4895; and a Remington case and primer.
This is a maximum load registering 52,100
CUP so approach it carefully. In the new
Model 673, it averaged 2,847 fps and in the
Model 600 carbine, 2,784 fps. 

That’s the level of performance I think
we should expect from the .350 Rem. Mag.
Hopefully Remington will revisit its current
loading and bring it up to the velocity they
advertise in their catalog.

In summary, the .350 Rem. Mag. is one
of our finest big game cartridges, particu-
larly when it’s housed in a compact, handy
Model 600 or Model 673. There’s something
about short barrels with ventilated ribs,
shark fin front sights, and laminated stocks
that gets my blood boiling. 

Remington has done us a great service in
returning both its original “short magnum”
cartridge and the “retro” Model 673 to the
forefront of our sport. The 30-
year wait was worth it.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Remington Arms Company
[800] 243-9700

www.remington.com

Hodgdon Powder Company
[913] 362-9455

www.hodgdon.com

Bushnell Performance Optics
[913] 752-3400
www.bushnell.com
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We’ve all seen the ads. You know, the ones where the
camper is sitting with a look of absolute bliss on his
face, sipping his freshly-brewed morning coffee. Or

finishing his evening meal next to a bubbling stream. And he did
it all on an open campfire. Advertising executives come up with
these scenes to conjure nostalgia for camping trips where you
cooked your meals over an open fire. But nostalgia and reality
are two entirely different things.

“The reality of campfire cooking is that it takes an enor-
mous amount of time and patience to do it properly,” says Dr.
Paul Kolask, an emergency room physician in St. Petersburg
Florida, who’s also an avid camper and kayaker.

Think about it: the last time you tried to build a campfire from
scratch, how long did it take you? You had to gather wood, get
some kindling started, then add small sticks and finally put on
larger ones. The time it takes build a campfire correctly, without
any accelerant that can transfer residues to food, and then wait for
it to develop into a deep bed of coals for proper cooking takes
about 90 minutes. Do it a few times and you can understand why
the western chuck wagon went on ahead of the drovers to begin
cooking the midday meal only a couple of hours after breakfast. 

And what do you get out of it? A meal that takes three times
longer than normal to prepare and always seems to have the
taste of ashes in every bite. 

For all these reasons, and a few dozen more, we’re grateful
for the virtues of the portable camp stove. From small single-
burner backpack cooking units to multiple fuel source stoves
and smokers, they all make our outdoor experiences easier
and more fun. After all, an hour after trudging into camp from
a day of chasing elk, would you rather still be playing with the
fire or eating a hot, hearty meal? Who wants to spend hours
getting a fire ready for cooking, when what we really want to
be doing is sitting in front of the fire and enjoying it!

We’ll look at two main types of camp stoves. The first
variety is the large, usually two-burner stove that works so well
in camp for our heavy cooking chores. But another worthwhile
piece of kit is the small, minimum-bulk stove of the type back-
packers usually employ. This latter type makes a good back up
to your big stove, but its primary virtue is for hike-in spike
camps or as an emergency stove to keep in your daypack when
hunting in winter conditions. 

Tabletop Stoves
Most campers who use a cook stove aren’t hardcore back-

packers or climbers. They’re hunters, anglers or family
campers using tents, motor homes or recreational vehicles. So
they have room for a larger tabletop stove, of which there are
many on the market. Let’s look at just a couple:

Coleman two-burner fuel stove, model No. 414-700
Remember that old green Coleman two-burner stove your

parents had when you were a kid? It’s still around, albeit in
updated form. The biggest surprise is that although today’s
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version still burns Coleman fuel, it also handles unleaded
gas. This means that no matter where you are, you have a
fuel source for the stove.

This two-burner stove is typical of what most of us
fondly remember from Coleman. The main burner can pro-
duce 13,500 BTUs, and the smaller auxiliary burner gener-
ates 11,000 BTUs. The fuel reservoir holds slightly less
than a half gallon of fuel, and will power the stove for about
two hours on high or a little more than eight hours on low.
When I timed how long it took to boil a quart of water, the
stove lived up to Coleman’s claim that it will do so in a
little more than three minutes. After my initial disquiet
about lighting a match anywhere around unleaded gas, I
must admit I developed a liking for the stove’s ability to use
alternate fuels; it makes it far more versatile than other
camp stoves. 

The one downside to this stove was that I found it a little dif-
ficult to clean, particularly between the burners and the side
panels, which is characteristic of the stove historically. Like its
predecessors, the two-burner stove folds down to a compact
17x24x8 inches. It’s a nice, fuel-friendly camp stove for tradi-
tionalists who want a two-burner camp stove.

MSRP: $108.
Coleman propane grill stove with electronic ignition,

model No. 9921-750
Besides updating their traditional two-burner stove,

Coleman also has designed another version of it that features
a grill in place of the second burner. However, the grill is ver-
satile enough that you can put a pot on it and use it for a
second burner if needed.

The Model 9921-750 has the same standup Windblock
as the original, which provides for a more even flame in the
wind. The burner and the grill have separate control knobs,
and each side can produce 10,000 BTUs at the same time.

The overall design of this stove makes it easier to clean
than the traditional two-burner stove, and the grease man-
agement system really does carry the grease and drippings
away from the grill’s surface without a lot of scraping and
scooping. I found the reservoir easy to remove, and just
popped it into the dishwasher when I was done with it. 

Coleman makes a screw-on propane tank for the stove,
but I had trouble putting my hands on one and ended up
using a generic brand that worked fine. I actually like this
stove better than the original or the updated version, in
part because it’s so quick to use, particularly if you’re
camping with kids who want to eat now.

MSRP: $97.
SmokinTex Smo-Kit
This stove is totally different from anything else I tried.

It’s versatile and actually fun to use. The Smo-Kit is a
12x12x14-inch camp stove, smoker, and oven all in one. It
comes with its own carrying bag with pockets to hold two
propane canisters. Each one-pound propane gas cylinder
will operate the stove for about five hours, so you have
several days’ worth of cooking ability in one package.

Depending on how you configure the Smo-Kit you can
use it for a camp stove or bake oven, and when you get home
you can smoke whatever you caught or killed on your
camping trip, or make jerky. I really liked the versatility of
this little unit, and plan to keep it handy at home for
smoking fish every week or so.

Because the Smo-Kit has a removable top and a
hinged front, I found it easy to clean; that hinged front
also makes it easy to load food into the cooking chamber.
The one problem I did have with the Smo-Kit was that it
requires some assembly. That’s not a big issue for me,
since I’m pretty handy with tools, but if you’re mechani-
cally challenged it may take you a while to put it
together.

MSRP: 69.95
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Small Stoves
Coleman Exponent Xtreme stove
Coleman’s Model No. 9720-725 Xtreme

stove is designed for backpackers, hikers,
canoeists, kayakers, and anyone else who
wants minimal weight and bulk in a stove. This
unit is the lightest of Coleman’s backpacking
stoves, weighing only 11 ounces; it folds down
to 7x4x4 inches. It’s made of magnesium
alloy, which makes it both light and durable.

One terrific feature of this stove is that
it has curved cooking grates that help keep
small pots level when you’re using it on
uneven ground. Nothing is more frus-
trating than having your boiling water for
your “ready to eat” meal slide off the
burner because you couldn’t find a level
place on which to cook. The tripod design
of the stove also helps keep it stable on
irregular surfaces.

The fuel for this stove is Coleman’s high-
performance Powermax fuel cartridge,
which can generate up to 14,000 BTUs on
the single burner, so you can boil water in
about three minutes. Both the stove and the
cartridge can be packed away in the “stuff
sack” that comes with the stove.

While the Exponent Xtreme is a neat little
stove, there were a lot of things about it I didn’t
like. One was the difficulty finding fuel for it.
Coleman is one of the largest outdoor equip-
ment companies around, so you’d think it
would be relatively easy to find a Powermax
fuel cell unit, especially since I live in a fairly
large metropolitan area. 

However, it wasn’t easy at all. After
striking out locally, I made three telephone
calls before finding a cartridge in a neigh-
boring county. Coleman clearly states that
only their fuel cartridge may be used, so
there isn’t anything you can substitute for it. 

The second problem could be a safety
hazard under certain circumstances. The flex-
ible tube — about seven inches long —
between the stove and the connector to the fuel
cell was somewhat curled and a bit stiff from
being packed in the box. When I connected it
to the fuel cell, it tried to return to that curl, and
caused the stove to tip to one side.

And although the instructions clearly
state that the stove should be used on firm,
level ground only, when you’re backpacking
or hunting in a remote location, you may not
find a spot that exactly fits those instruc-
tions. A twist in the tubing at the wrong
moment on rough ground could send boiling
water or even flame from the burner some-
where you really don’t want it.

The last thing I noted is that even though
the stove comes with a puncture tool —
called a Green Key — that’s supposed to
promote safe recycling and disposal of
empty fuel cells, I couldn’t find any infor-
mation available on just how to go about
recycling the spent unit. 

MSRP: $74.99.
Mountain Safety Research Pocket

Rocket
MSR is a big player in compact stoves, and

this may be the ultimate backpacker’s camp
stove. The Pocket Rocket, from Mountain
Safety Research (MSR), really does fit in your
pocket. The unit weighs only three ounces and
comes in a neat little plastic case. 

The Pocket Rocket has a very simple design
that includes integrated stainless steel, alu-
minum and brass components, which provides
for very durable construction. It has a wind pro-
tection system called the WindClip Windshield
that protects the flame in a light wind, and helps
make the Pocket Rocket easy to light.

This little stove has serrated pot supports,
so that whatever you’re cooking doesn’t slip
off the burner and spill. It’s also really easy
to assemble when you get to your campsite
(or when you stop for a lunch break on the
trail). I set the unit up with bare hands and
again with gloves on, and found it be to
pretty effortless both ways. Lighting the
stove was almost as easy; the literature
claimed the stove doesn’t need to be pres-
surized or primed, and I found that to be the
case. I also found that it lived up to its claim
of being able to boil a quart of water or
simmer soup in less than three minutes.

The Pocket Rocket mounts to a canister-
style fuel cell; if you use MSR’s Iso Pro fuel
canister, it creates a sturdy base for the little
stove. The threaded base makes it easy to
attach the Pocket Rocket onto the fuel can-
ister. However, one of the great features of
the Pocket Rocket is that any fuel canister
with a threaded top for mounting a stove on
it will work. That makes fuel more easily
accessible; even if you’re in a small town in
the mountains where there’s no MSR dealer,
you can probably find fuel that will work
with the Pocket Rocket. According to the
company’s information the fuel of choice is
an 80/20 isobutane/propane mixture.

Honestly, I could find very little to dis-
like about this efficient little camp stove; it’s
a well-designed package for outdoors men
and women who want to get into remote
areas but want to be able to at least heat
water when they get there.

Okay, there was one thing that caused
everyone around me some amusement about
this stove, and that was the name. For some
reason, everyone I called when looking for a
fuel cell for the Pocket Rocket laughed when
I told them what I wanted. I got giggles and
one, “Are you putting me on?” MSRP: $39.95

MSR Wind Pro
The third small backpacking stove I

looked at was the Wind Pro, also from
MSR. The Wind Pro is the newest addition

151-G Atkinson Hill | Bardstown, KY 40004
1-800-726-1696 | www.compasseco.com

Request a FREE catalog!
Great bargains on BSA, Walther, Webley, Beeman, Remington,

Winchester, Beretta, RWS, Gamo, Crosman and more! 
Shipped within 24 hours • Add $10 S/H • KY, IN & OH residents

add sales tax • ADULT air rifles cannot be sold to minors 
under 18.

Tech Force 79 
Sporter Match

Most popular rifle at airgun range at NRA
Convention! • Outstanding accuracy • C-T-C 0.08 
• Diopter peep sight • Adjustable match trigger 
• CO2 • Free trap and targets $179.00

Tech Force 97  
Dead-on accuracy • C-T-C 0.15 • 900 FPS in .177
Cal/700 FPS in .22 Cal           $104.95 $89.95

w/2-7X32 scope, $169.95 $143.91
w/4X32 scope, $149.90 $115.95

Tech Force 99 

1100 FPS in .177 Cal/900 FPS in .22 Cal • Excellent 
Quality and Accuracy  • C-T-C 0.13 • Piston spring
by Jim MacCari $178.85 $155.95

w/2-7X32 scope, $243.95 $206.91

Tech Force Air Guns
SALE SPECIALS!
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to their line of remote canister stoves. 
It comes with a windscreen and a heat 
reflector that helps redirect heat to the 
cooking pot, which makes for more effi-
cient cooking. As a backpacking stove, its 
weight is perfect; it weighs in at less than 7 
ounces (the one I had was 6.8 ounces), and 
the stove lives up to the companyʼs claim 
that it will fit into a standard 1-liter cook 
pot; at least, it fit into mine. 

The Wind Pro has the same three leg, 
serrated leg design as the Pocket Rocket, 
which has the same effect, to keep pots 
from sliding. Thereʼs nothing revolutionary 
about the ported burner, but it did produce 
a stable, quiet flame. 

When I saw the cable that connects the 
stove to the fuel canister, my first thought 
was that Wind Pro would have the same 
tendency to tip that the Coleman Exponent 
Xtreme does. However, the cable is a bit 
longer than the one on the Coleman so 
it doesnʼt twist, virtually eliminating the 
problem of stove turnover. According to 
MSR literature, the Wind Pro can be used 
with a bake oven, but I didnʼt have one to 
test so I canʼt verify how well it works.

I did note one problem with packing 
and carrying the Wind Pro. The stove 
comes with a lightweight fabric bag thatʼs 
so light that it doesnʼt stand up well to 
carrying the unit. When you pack the stove 
into the bag and draw the cord tight, itʼs 
very easy to rip the bag on the metal legs. 
This happens frequently enough that one 

independent retailer with whom I talked 
about the stove told me he wonʼt replace a 
bag when it gets torn.

MSRP: $69.95
The days of clumsy, hard-to-operate camp 

stoves are long gone. If youʼre a hard core 
climber or backpacker who needs a light-
weight, portable camp stove, a recreational 
camper, or a hunter or angler who just wants 
a comfortable way to cook a great meal at the 
end of a day in the outdoors, there are a lot of 
stoves out there to choose from.

The key to selecting the right stove lies in 
knowing what you need. Do a little research 
and fit the right stove to the camping experi-
ence youʼre planning for, and your meals 
wonʼt taste like the ashes of your camp-
fire. Done right, a meal cooked 
in the outdoors is the perfect 
ending to a day afield.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

[800] 835-3278
www.coleman.com

[888] 922-1511
www.smokintex.com

[800] 531-9531
www.msrcorp.com
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Web Browsing Pays
Saturday morning I turned on the computer

and checked the posts at www.sixguns.com
and the sister site, sixgunner.com. “For Sale:
1950 Target, 4-inch.” Could it really be? The e-
mail address was wrong but I recognized the
problem and also knew it was a gentleman, a
collector of Colts and Winchesters, whom I
had dealt with before. I was the first one
through with the correct e-mail address stating
I was “very interested” in the gun. That was an
understatement to be sure.

By Saturday afternoon I had placed a
Priority Mail envelope with a check and a copy
of my FFL in a curbside mailbox. It arrived in
Pennsylvania 2,500 miles away on Monday
morning. The 1950 Target was expressed and
arrived here on Tuesday morning. I was in the
shower when it arrived and my wonderful Fed-
Ex driver came back later. 

“I saw the dogs so knew you were home.”
He could have left it but said he felt it was

too valuable to leave at the door. He could have
taken it back to the counter for me to pick up
in the evening with a half-hour drive each way.
He didn’t. He’s a shooter, he understands.

The .44 Special 1950 Target 4 inch
proved to be exactly as advertised. “hardly
fired, (that condition will change), you will
need a magnifying glass to find any blue
wear.” The original Magna Stocks are per-
fect. The quest is complete. I have a both a
4-inch 4th Model and a 4-inch 3rd Model.
Life is a series of quests. One quest ends,
another one begins. Could there be a 4-inch
version of both the 1st and 2nd Models
waiting for me? I don’t have
another four decades to find out.   
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CATALOG INQUIRY #12

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE

Imagine a magazine with such detailed information
that each issue makes you feel like you’ve fired the
guns featured. Every issue provides the latest news
on handguns and accessories in a tell-it-like-it-is
style you won’t find anywhere else. Nothing pre-
pares you for handgunning like American
Handgunner. 1 year subscription $16.95 (outside
the U.S. $36.95)

CATALOG INQUIRY #11

AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE

American Gunsmithing Institute (AGI) Repair,
Maintenance & Customizing VIDEO COURSES for
your Colt, Browning, Glock, Remington, Ruger,
S&W, Winchester, AKS, Garand, SKS, AR-15, .45
Auto, H&K, Many More! Armorer Courses for 34 dif-
ferent firearms. How-to videos: Lathe & Mill, stock
refinishing, bluing, bedding, barreling, custom pistol
& rifle building, more. Professional Gunsmithing
Course w/certificate. 1-800-797-0867. 
FREE catalog & e-zine www.americangunsmith.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #10

A.G. RUSSELL™ KNIVES

The oldest mailorder knife company, A.G. Russell
Knives has a tradition of offering the finest quality
knives and accessories worldwide. Lines include
Randall, Dozier, William Henry, Boker, Marble’s, 
Ka-Bar, SOG, Kershaw, Klotzli, Columbia River,
Case, Gerber, Schatt & Morgan, A.G. Russell, and
more. Call for a free catalog!

(479) 571-6161
www.agrussell.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #13-17

2002 ANNUALS

Order each annual individually for $7.95US and
$17.95 Foreign or order all three for $24.00US and
$39.00 Foreign. GUNS 2002 Annual is SOLD OUT.

CATALOG INQUIRY #18-23

2003 ANNUALS

Order our 2003 annuals for $8.95US and $17.95
Foreign individually or order all four for only
$32.00US and $52.00 Foreign.  ORDER TODAY!
GUNS 2004 Annual now available $9.95US &
$17.95 Foreign.

Our catalog display allows GUNS Magazine
readers to select literature on a wide variety of
shooting products.

HOW TO ORDER
Please check the box(es) of the literature you’d
like to receive on the attached order card.
Enclose (in the envelope provided) a check or
money order payable to GUNS Magazine for the
total literature fees plus $2.50 handling charge.
If paying by credit card, please include all infor-
mation needed. OR: Send a list of the catalogs
you want to request, listing the name and catalog
inquiry number of each, with your check or
VISA/MC# for the total catalog fees plus $2.50
handling charge. Mail to: GUNS Magazine, P.O.
Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92186-5201.
Catalogs will be mailed directly to you by the
companies making the offer. Please allow 6-8
weeks for delivery. GUNS Magazine and
Publishers Development Corporation are not
responsible for unprocessed orders.
Companies participating in this section have
accepted full responsibility for filling reader
requests.
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CATALOG INQUIRY #29

BIANCHI INTERNATIONAL

Bianchi International celebrates its 45th Anniversary
with their 2003 catalog. Specializing in Holsters and
Accessories for Law Enforcement, Military and
Sportsmen, Bianchi has the gear you need. $5.00

CATALOG INQUIRY #28

BENCHMADE KNIVES

If you’re the type that appreciates cutting edge
design, patented engineering innovation and built
for the world toughness, then Benchmade is your
choice for knives. Get our NEW! catalog packed
with some of the finest cutlery available today -
even by some custom made standards. Be warned
though, Benchmade knives are addictive...Catalog
$2.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #27

BEAMHIT

Affordable, safe, user-friendly BEAMHIT Laser
Marksmanship Training Systems include easy-to-
set-up targets that allow you to create a shooting
range anytime, anywhere. Use your own weapon
(without modification) to build the critical skills and
muscle memory necessary for successful shooting
habits. With BEAMHIT, make your first shot count.
For a catalog call 800-232-6448 or visit
www.beamhit.com.

CATALOG INQUIRY #26

BAGMASTER MFG. INC.

Over 500 High Quality, American Made, and
Lifetime Guaranteed nylon products at extremely
competitive prices. Bagmaster offers the most
complete line of Shooters bags on the market today,
different styles of holsters, shooting accessories
and a wide variety of tactical and long gun cases! 

FREE CATALOG 
800-950-8181  

www.bagmaster.com.

CATALOG INQUIRY #25

AUTO-ORDNANCE

The Auto-Ordnance catalog featuring the famous
Thompson, the Thompson Long Guns and the full
line of Auto-Ordnance pistols. Free.

CATALOG INQUIRY #24

ARMALITE INC.

ArmaLite offers a comprehensive line of .223,.243
and .308 caliber rifles and carbines. Every ArmaLite
rifle and carbine is all new and all American made.
Our on-going commitment to innovation, quality
and value is what makes our rifles the best value on
the market. To order call 1-800-336-0184 Monday -
Friday 8:00a.m. - 4:30p.m. CST. $2.00 (free with
signed FFL).

CATALOG INQUIRY #30

BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION

Black Hills Ammunition specializes in .233 and .308
Match Ammunition. It’s the choice of the US Army,
USMC and the US Navy Rifle Teams. We also have
Cowboy Ammunition and superb but economical
remanufactured ammunition in many calibers. New
for 2003 in Black Hills Gold™ Rifle Ammunition will
be 25-06 and 7mm Rem. Mag. Other additions to the
Black Hills lineup is .223 Rem. using 60gr Nosler
Partition™ bullet and 38-55 in Cowboy Ammunition.
Catalog $2.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #31

ED BROWN PRODUCTS

Famous for his 1911 custom handguns, Ed Brown
now has a premium line of custom built action rifles
based on his proprietary Model 702 action. Complete
catalog features the Savanna, Denali, Ozark, Bushveld
and Tactical style rifles. Also features handguns,
including our new Kobra 1911 style parts and acces-
sories. Visit our website at www.edbrown.com for a
complete listing of rifles currently in inventory, addi-
tional information and the most recent photographs,
or send $3.00 for a catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #32

TED BLOCKER HOLSTERS

Ted Blocker Holsters offers an extensive selection of
gun model and holster combinations for concealed
carry, law enforcement, western, hunting and com-
petitive shooting. The commitment to maintaining
quality, competitive pricing and dedication to cus-
tomer service has made Ted Blocker Holsters the
choice of professionals for over 30 years. Catalog
$5.00.
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CATALOG INQUIRY #38

COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY

Historic collectible and gifts: Medieval, Civil War,
Wild West, and World War II. Over 600 authentic
reproductions featuring full-size, non-firing replica
pistols and rifles, swords, flags, canteens, bugles,
insignia, badges, hats, letter openers, holsters,
miniature cannons and pistols. As seen in the
movies. You won’t believe the realism and detail.
Catalog $1.00

CATALOG INQUIRY #37

CIMARRON F.A.CO.

Cimarron Firearms offers detailed copies of the
firearms used taming the frontier of Texas and the
American West. Cimarron is clearly recognized as
the leader in authentic high quality Cowboy Action
Shooting firearms, supporting SASS since its start
in 1987, Send $5.00 or your FFL to:

Cimarron F.A. Co.
P.O. Box 906

Fredericksburg, TX 78624

CATALOG INQUIRY #36

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER INC.

Preeminent Designed/Manufacturer of .22LR
Conversion Units in the World. These allow the use
of inexpensive .22LR ammo in your firearm.
Products include models for 1911A1, Beretta
92/96, Taurus PT92/99, Glock 17/22 & 19/23
Pistols, AR15/M16, Mini-14/AC556. AK47/84 rifles,
Thompson SMG and NEW Browning Hi-Power.

Catalog with info on purchasing direct - $5.00
www.22lrconversion.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #35

CHOATE MACHINE & TOOL

Our four color 2003 catalog is packed full of the
best synthetic stocks and accessories available
today for all of your shooting needs.  Featured in
this issue is our new target/varmint stock along
with all of our other bolt action, semi-auto and
shotgun stocks.  Our products carry a lifetime war-
ranty.  $2.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #34

BUSHMASTER FIREARMS

Bushmaster Firearms, Inc. has become the largest
U.S. commercial manufacturer of the AR15/M16
type rifle system, with models designed for Law
Enforcement, Home Defense, Competition and
Varmint Hunting. Send for a free catalog, or see
www.bushmaster.com for a complete selection of
parts and accessories for these high quality rifles
and carbines.

CATALOG INQUIRY #33

BROWNELLS INC.

440 pages! Filled with all the top brand-name acces-
sories and 136 pages of factory parts to make your
rifles, shotguns and handguns look and work better;
plus, how-to books and videos, and specialized gun-
smithing tools. Full-time tech staff answers your
questions. Selection...Service...Satisfaction - 100%
guaranteed. (Business discounts, call 800-741-0015,
dept.AFL for info.) Price of catalog refunded with
order. $5.00.
Brownells Catalog of Gunsmithing Tools, Custom
Firearms Accessories and Factory Gun Parts
Company: Brownells, Inc., Montezuma, IA 50171

CATALOG INQUIRY #39

CRIMSON TRACE CORP.

Prepared for a gunfight? Get your FREE REPORT
“Five Things Every Handgun Owner Should Know”
and a 2003 Crimson Trace Product Catalog.
Lasergrips give you a survival advantage no other
handgun accessory can equal. But don’t just take
our word for it; find out what the experts have to
say in this free report.
800-442-2406 www.crimsontrace.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #40

CUTLERY SHOPPE

Top quality knives at discount prices! Save on Al
Mar, Benchmade, CRK&T, Cold Steel, Gerber,
Kershaw, SOG Specialty, Spyderco, Victorinox and
many more top knife brands. Great selection of First
Defense Pepper Spray, Sure Fire Flashlights,
Sharpening products, Photon MicroLights, ASP
Batons and more. Visit our website at www.cut-
leryshoppe.com for all the latest. Full color catalog
$2.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #41

DAVIDSON’S

GalleryofGuns.com features the fantastic new Gun
Locator, Retailer Near You, Shooting Times
Research Center, Shooter’s Lodge, Blue Book
Valuations and much more. It’s more than an online
catalog - it’s a great experience.. Free.
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CATALOG INQUIRY #47

DS ARMS INC.

DSA’s SA58™ rifle is chambered in .308, .260 and
.243 calibers. The superior materials and ultra-high
precision machining of the U.S. made SA58 create
the most accurate and reliable FAL available. The
DSA catalog also includes SA58/FAL parts and
accessories, optics, AR15/M16 accessories and
tactical accessories. $3.00 for catalog.

www.dsarms.com
P.O. Box 370 • Barrington, IL 60011 

Phone: 847-277-7258 * Fax: 847-277-7259
CATALOG INQUIRY #46

D.P.M.S. PANTHER ARMS

Accuracy is our priority at DPMS. We have been
refining the art of manufacturing “AR” rifles since
1986. See for yourself in our new catalog. We also
carry a full line of “AR” accessories, manuals,
scopes and much more for any shooter. Online
ordering available at: www.dpmsinc.com.  $2.00

Phone 1-800-578-3767

CATALOG INQUIRY #45

DIXIE GUN WORKS

The greatest blackpowder catalog of them all.
Dixie’s catalog has more than 700 pages of replica
guns, antique gun parts, equipment and supplies
for the hunter, shooter and historical enthusiast.
The Dixie Gun Works catalog also features a section
dealing with facts and figures designed to improve
anyone’s knowledge of this fascinating field. $5.00
outside US $10.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #44

DESANTIS HOLSTERS

Original gunny-sacks (patented), full line of law
enforcement duty and plainclothes holsters and
accessories in leather, nylon and synthetic tactical
gear, belts, purses, ankle and shoulder rigs, hunting
holsters and rifle slings. Extensive selection of cell
phone holsters. Catalog $5.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #43

DELTA PRESS

“Outrageous books & videos” describes the Delta
Press 64-page full-color catalog. You won’t find
these books in any store. These hard to find items
cover firearms, explosives, police science, survival,
silencers, self-defense, sniper training, assembly
and disassembly manuals, posters & military his-
tory. Send $4.00 for catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #42

DELTA FORCE

The 64-page color catalog is packed with the latest
& hard to find accessories. Handgunner, rifleman or
shotgunner. High capacity magazines, handgun
grips, quality protective eyewear, tools, Law
Enforcement equipment, sniper stocks, folding
stocks, leather & nylon holsters, shotgun acces-
sories & more! Send $4.00 for catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #48

DYNAMIT NOBEL-RWS INC.

Our new 2003 full color catalog (#22) features over
40 RWS Precision Airguns along with a full line of
airgun accessories. We have included our popular
RWS, NORMA and ROTTWEIL ammunition lines
including the New Rottweil Blitz Slug Cartridge. As
the exclusive importer for STEYR MANNLINGER we
have included a full line of Hunting and Tactical
Rifles. Send $1.00 for color catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #49

EL PASO SADDLERY

Since 1889 El Paso Saddlery has been making the
finest holsters, belts and accessories in the world.
Our products include antique and modern styles. So
why buy a reproduction when you can have the
REAL THING. $5.00

CATALOG INQUIRY #50

FNH USA INC.

2003 PRODUCT LINE WORKBOOK/CD
A division of FN Herstal, S.A. FNH USA offers a
complete line of firearms for law enforcement and
consumer market applications. Product line
includes handguns, shotguns, long range precision
rifles, tactical firearms and less lethal delivery sys-
tems. New for 2003 - FNP9 Handgun/Hi Power
SFS/Compact/Tactical Police Shotgun. Call 703-
288-1292 to receive a full line brochure and CD
ROM. FNH USA - Real World Products, Real World
Performance. Free.
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CATALOG INQUIRY #56

JANTZ SUPPLY

Knifemakers, gunsmiths, spurmakers, woodcarvers,
engravers are just a few of the professionals and hob-
byists served. Jantz offers a full range of pre-shaped
blades, knifemaking kits, rivets, guards, tools, abra-
sives, sheathmaking materials and finishing products.
Visit our website www.knifemaking.com or our show-
room is open Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm central time.
Complete catalog with color photos $5.00.

309 West Main, Davis, OK 73030
(580) 369-2136 Fax (580) 369-3082

jantz@brightok.net

CATALOG INQUIRY #55

IOSSO PRODUCTS

Iosso Products’ color catalog features the new
Iosso Bore Cleaning System. The system was devel-
oped for the most meticulous shooter. Using this
method will drastically reduce cleaning time and
result in a much cleaner bore than from current
cleaning methods. Call for a special priced trial
order. FREE

1485 lively Blvd.,Elk Grove, IL 60007
888-747-4332

www.iosso.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #54

HOGUE GRIPS

Hogue Grips is famous for their complete line of
Exotic Hardwood, Soft Rubber and HandAll™
Sleeve Grips, that fit most popular handguns.
Hogue has also applied their patented Soft Rubber
OverMolded™ technology to Rifle & Shotgun
Stocks. Other products include: the Universal
PowerSpeed™ Holster, Custom Grip Screws and
the New EZG Recoil Pads. FREE Catalog. 

Hogue Inc 1-800-GETGRIP
www.hoguegrips.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #53

GUNS MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

GUNS Magazine makes the shooting sports more
enjoyable. Read about the latest shooting trends
and newest guns. Tips and test reports will help you
buy better and shoot straighter. Discover why
sportsmen all over the world have been shooting
with GUNS Magazine for over 40 years. 
1 Year Subscription $19.95 (outside U.S. $39.95)

CATALOG INQUIRY #52

GUNS MAGAZINE BOOKS/MERCHANDISE

This new catalog features a variety of topics from
collecting and gunsmithing to hunting and self
defense and cowboy action shooting. Enjoy exciting
hunting from Africa or get closer to home with a
video on better home safety and personal protec-
tion. Take advantage of hardcover books featuring
full color photos of firearms. Get first Team mer-
chandise and more. $1.00 (outside US $2.00)
refundable with order.

CATALOG INQUIRY #51

GALCO INTERNATIONAL

Galco International Catalog #30
This full color catalog features Galco’s extensive
line of fine leather holsters, belts, accessories and
artfully crafted leather purses and briefcases. Galco
as always - “For those who demand the best...and
know the difference.”$8.00.

Galco International 800-US Galco (874-2526)
www.usgalco.com 

CATALOG INQUIRY #57

KAHR ARMS

Kahr’s complete line of USA built ultra compact
double action only handguns are described in this
four-page brochure. Kahr’s newest 9mm model, the
Kahr P9 with a lightweight polymer frame and stain-
less slide is shown. Also the Thompson line of long
guns and the Auto-Ordnance line of handguns are
described. Free catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #58

KATZ KNIVES
Safari Kit™ ........  Very, very compact.

You don’t need a suit case or a pack horse to carry your tools.
One handle locks in all these tools extremely tight. Every out-
doors man, camper, fisherman, hiker, hunter, ATV’er and
Motor home owner. 4” hunting blade and hand axe in a
Leather sheath. Safari Accessory Kit™ comes with a 6” boning
& 7 1/2” fillet blades, 8 1/2” wood, 8 1/2” bone/meat saw and
backing plate, also in a Leather sheath. Safari Accessory Kit™
purchased separately. (Patent Pending). Send $2.00 for cat-
alog.
Katz Knives, Box 730 Chandler, AZ 85244. Tel:(480) 786-9334,

E-Mail: Katzkn@aol.com. Web site: katzknives.com.

CATALOG INQUIRY #59

KERSHAW KNIVES

Kershaw Knives was founded in 1974 with one
single mission to design and manufacture tools that
knife users would be proud to own, carry, and use.
Today, Kershaw is introducing knife technology that
is nothing short of revolutionary: the patented,
SpeedSafe torsion-bar mechanism for assisted
opening. Color catalog. Free.

Kershaw Knives
2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4
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CATALOG INQUIRY #65

NUMRICH GUN PARTS

New 25th Edition! 1,200 pages feature over 500
schematics for identifying obsolete and current
commercial, military and foreign gun parts. Over
180,000 parts and accessories available. It’s the
industry’s leading reference book for firearms parts
for over 50 years. Toll-free (866) 686-7424. $12.95

NUMRICH GUN PARTS CORP.
P.O. Box 299, West Hurley, NY 12491

www.e-gunparts.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #64

MILTECH

For over 20 years MILTECH has been the foremost
restorer of vintage military rifles. Each firearm is
completely overhauled to function SAFELY and
ACCURATELY. MILTECH sells completely restored
rifles as well as offering a custom rebuilding service
for the M1 GARAND, M1 CARBINE, 1903 SPRING-
FIELD, 1917 ENFIELD and 98k GERMAN MAUSER.
Color catalog $1.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #63

MEPROLIGHT

Kimber is the exclusive North American distributor
of Meprolight night sights and accessories. Fixed
and adjustable Tritium night sights sets for most
popular pistols, rifles and shotguns along with
archery sight pins and reflex sight systems are
detailed in a free brochure.

CATALOG INQUIRY #62

LOCK,STOCK & BARREL

Our free 120-page catalog has over 9,000 different
items in it to satisfy your reloading needs. We also
carry a complete line of accessories to compliment
your guns. 100 different manufacturers are repre-
sented by our company with over 25 years of
service to you, the shooter. Free catalog.

CATALOG INQUIRY #61

KING’S GUN WORKS

King’s catalog features over 80 quality custom parts
for the Colt 1911 & similar quality auto pistols. King’s
has been the leader in after-market accessories for
the 1911 including the Para-Ordnance. Custom
Handguns - Accuracy Jobs - Checkering - Custom
Sight Installations. King’s...where quality counts.
Send for your catalog $2.00

CATALOG INQUIRY #60

KIMBER

Kimber is introducing forty new pistols and rifles in
2003. Highlights include a complete 1911 pistol
and conversion kit, a Tactical series of .45 ACP’s,
new rimfire rifles, lightweight stainless/synthetic
hunting rifles and an all-new rifle family chambered
for Winchester’s great WSM cartridges. Complete
catalog $2.00

CATALOG INQUIRY #66

PALADIN PRESS

Looking for practical information and real solutions
for today’s world? Paladin Press (www.paladin-
press.com) publishes books and videotapes on
subjects such as firearms, contact shooting, per-
sonal/financial freedom, survival preparedness,
military and police tactics and other subjects on the
outer fringes of the First Amendment not found in
shopping mall bookstores. 800+ titles. FREE

1-800-392-2400

CATALOG INQUIRY #67

REDDING RELOADING

Redding’s 2003 catalog features their Competition
Seating Dies for the new “Short Magnum” car-
tridges. In addition the “T-7” and “Big Boss”
presses are now available with the “Slide Bar
Automatic Primer Feeding System”. Contact
Redding for a full description of these and other
new products.FREE

CATALOG INQUIRY #68

SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL

Our new 124-page Sinclair color catalog is full
of high quality shooting and reloading products
for the precision rifle shooter.  Shooting rests,
reloading tools, hard-to-find components, 
specialty cleaning tools, and gunsmithing tools
are among the thousands of products found in
our FREE catalog. 

Sinclair International, Inc.
2330 Wayne Haven Street,Fort Wayne, IN  46803

260-493-1858 * Fax: 260-493-2530
www.sinclairintl.com • support@sinclairintl.com
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CATALOG INQUIRY #76CATALOG INQUIRY #75CATALOG INQUIRY #74

CATALOG INQUIRY #73CATALOG INQUIRY #72CATALOG INQUIRY #71

CATALOG INQUIRY #77 CATALOG INQUIRY #78 CATALOG INQUIRY #79

CATALOG INQUIRY #74

VOLQUARTSEN CUSTOM

Volquartsen Custom specializes in producing some
of the most accurate rimfire rifles and pistols avail-
able. We are currently mfg. semi-auto .221r, 22
WMR and 17 HMR rifles and pistols. We also mfg.
some of the finest aftermarket parts available for
the Ruger MKII, 10/22. Browning Buckmark and
Remington 597. Catalog available for $5.00.

CATALOG INQUIRY #73

SWAROVSKI OPTIK

Attractive, four color, fold out brochure giving infor-
mation and full specifications on the complete line
of premium rifle scopes, binoculars, spotting
scopes, rangefinding and night vision equipment.
Retail price list included. 
Contact customer service dept. 

800-426-3089 or e-mail
service@swarovski.com - FREE!

CATALOG INQUIRY #72

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY MINI CATALOG

Springfield Armory offers a full line of XD pistols,
Custom Loaded 1911-A1 pistols, M1A rifles, M6
Scouts and Professional Optics - all include a
Lifetime Warranty. For a Free mini catalog call 

800-680-6866, or write, 
Springfield Armory,

420 West Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254. 
Shop on the web at springfieldarmory.com

CATALOG INQUIRY #71

SPORTSMAN’S GUIDE

Put the WORLD’S LARGEST SELECTION of
Shooting gear at your fingertips...FREE! Discover
the money-saving secret known to many out-
doorsmen across the nation...The Sportsman’s
Guide. Name brand hunting, shooting and outdoor
gear at discount prices for 26 years. Get your FREE
Catalog by calling 1-888-622-4365, code GM01, or
online at: www.sportsmansguide.com.

CATALOG INQUIRY #70

SMITHY COMPANY

Smithy lathe-mill-drills are used coast to coast by
gunsmiths who demand high quality and precision.
We guarantee your Smithy machine will pay for
itself. Give us a call today for more details  FREE

1-800-476-4849

CATALOG INQUIRY #69

SMITH & WESSON

The new 32 page Smith & Wesson 2003 Handgun
& Accessories catalog features the world’s broadest
line of revolver and pistols and is formatted to help
the first-time handgun buyer find the revolver or
pistol that best fits their need. Call 1-800-331-0852
to receive a free copy.

CATALOG INQUIRY #75

WALTHER USA

Walther USA offers an extensive line of the finest
pistols made as well as a full line of Co2 pistols and
revolvers. To receive a free 2003 Walther USA cat-
alog or to find the nearest retail outlet for Walther
products,write to Walther USA at 2100 Roosevelt
Ave. Springfield, MA 01102-2208, call toll free
(800) 372-6454 or visit the Walther USA website at: 

www.walther-usa.com FREE

CATALOG INQUIRY #76

WILSON’S GUN SHOP

The 2003 Wilson Combat®/Scattergun
Technologies™ 84 page color master catalog is
your complete source for self-defense and tactical
shooting guns and gear. New for 2003: Tactical
Super Grade Compact; Service Model Tactical Rifle
and other accessories. $3.00 (refundable w/order).

CATALOG INQUIRY #77

WOLF PERFORMANCE AMMUNITION

WOLF Performance Ammunition®
High quality rifle, pistol, rimfire, and shotshell ammu-
nition.

Toll Free 888-757-WOLF
Fax: 714-635-9276

Email: info@wolfammo.com
Website: www.wolfammo.com

FREE catalogs
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Learning a new outdoor area is fasci-
nating, a grand adventure for
sportsmen who enjoy the challenge

and consequent rewards that follow. When I
moved from the center of my home state to
the southernmost part I was in the dark.
Where was the best hunting, fishing, hiking
and camping? I didn’t know. 

My search began with DeLorme’s books
of topographical maps. I picked up a copy
for the state of Wyoming and soon had a pic-
ture painted on a canvas of discovery.
Refining the scene was easy and fun — just
go take a look. Relying on a Garmin GPS to
find my way in and out of unknown territory,
I was on my way. Searching for good
habitat, reading sign, studying places open

for outdoor sports. I found out where to
hunt, fish, camp and hike. I also located
something else — cartridge cases.

A Cause For Wonder
Empty brass on the trail fascinates me.

They have since boyhood and I now have a
sizeable collection. Most likely a big game
cartridge collected from some little niche
was fired at game. But what game? That’s a
guess along with the year the hunter was in
the country, who he was and whether he
“made meat” or missed. 

Some found brass is new, not very inter-
esting, except to see what someone else
chose to shoot. It’s the old empties that

93

By Sam FadalaBy Sam Fadala

CarTridges 
in The Niche

CarTridges 
in The Niche

“Go With America’s Best! I did, now I
leave home with a safe feeling.”

General Chuck Yeager 

Free Brochure! 1-800-821-5216
993 North Industrial Park Road  Orem, Ut  84057 www.ftknox.com

• UL Listed
• Certified Fire

Protection
• Lifetime

Warranty
• Competitive

Prices
• 30 Models
• Sargent &

Greenleaf Locks

Just Compare…Nothing Even Comes Close!
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CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!
You’re licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious message. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and
insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769

THE BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. G1003,
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491
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pique the imagination, some so aged they
require considerable detective work to figure
them out. If you have to explain an interest
in cartridge cases, that person won’t under-
stand. The rest of us stop, stoop, and pick up
an old “shell,” relishing in the find. 

I like to roll a scene on the cinema of my
mind based upon the lay of the land. For
example, I snatched up a weathered .32-40
Winchester empty on a ledge overlooking a
prime piece of whitetail creek bottom
habitat. I think a hunter shot at a deer below.
I can see it clearly. He lifted his Model ’94
Winchester lever-action rifle, aimed, fired
and… we don’t know the rest of the story. 

Perhaps he was successful. Or maybe the
buck plunged through the heavy brush, its
white flag doing the windshield wiper rou-
tine — back and forth, back and forth, as
they do in that territory. I brushed the case
against my shirt, stuck it in a pocket, and
ambled on. I saw a buck that same day, in the
same creek bottom, taking it with a vintage
Mannlicher 9x56mm carbine. Normally, I
save fired cases. This time I shucked the
empty out on the ground, kicking it off of the
path for someone else to run across, perhaps
in a distant future.

Detective Work
Part of the fun is identifying found car-

tridges. My favorite study guide is
Cartridges of the World, (COTW) the dedi-
cated work of Frank C. Barnes offered now
in a 9th Edition edited by M.L. McPherson.
Barnes loved the study of cartridges. He
devised a solid identification program with
several criteria, along with a table at the
back of the book providing specifics for car-
tridges ranging from the 2.7mm Kolibri to
the .50-caliber Browning. 

Headstamps make ID easy. But they are
not always present, especially with military
cartridges or eroded examples residing in the
dirt for decades. Barnes’ book uses silhou-

Judy Fadala shows off a few miles of
Wyoming back country. 
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LEAVE NOTHING 
TO CHANCE
After a century of supplying Europe’s leading hunters, 
Norma is now focusing on American hunting demands.

Norma’s ORYX is a highly accurate hunting bullet ideal for 
North American big game. With a bonded lead core, tapered
jacket, and thick base, ORYX does everything right. Rapid 
expansion creates instant shock, followed by deep 
penetration and incredibly high weight retention.

Back up ORYX with Norma match grade brass—
the ultimate in precision—and world famous 
Norma powder, and your handloads will 
leave nothing to chance.

w w w . n o r m a . c c

Norma
Reloading
Manual
Available
Fall 2003
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ettes of cartridges that match up favorably
with the real thing. I once ran across a
dropped cartridge case on a high mountain
trail in western Wyoming. It was an odd
duck — rimfire, short, squat, with pointed
lead bullet. The micrometer showed caliber
.40 or a bit larger. 

Placing the round upon the black silhou-
ette pictured on page 423 of COTW showed
it to be a .41 Short, noted as a popular rim-
fire in its day but, “so underpowered as to be
worthless for anything but rats,” according
to Barnes. He was right. The bullet was only
130 grains in weight pushed by 13 grains of
blackpowder. I wonder who dropped that fat
little derringer round high in the mountains
so long ago?

On the plains I located a darkened case,
large bore. Age and the ravages of time had
not obliterated this headstamp. It was never
there. Military? The micrometer went to
work. The case was .50-caliber. Straight
wall. A game of elimination put the old-
timer in its place. Too short for a .50 Bullard.
Too long for a .50 Maynard. This was a .50-
70 Musket, also known as the .50-70
Government. No magic crystal ball was
required to visualize a buffalo hunter of the
latter 19th century firing on a shaggy. “It
was said to be very effective on buffalo and
other heavy game,” reported Barnes. 

The primer was different, the Benet type,
invented by Col. S.V. Benet and adopted by
the U.S. Army in 1866. The priming com-
pound was extremely sensitive. It had no
anvil and had to be handled carefully. The
.50-70 Government saw duty in the
Springfield Trapdoor single-shot rifle from
1866 to 1873, the first centerfire in general
U.S. military use.

New 25th Edition

Web: e-GunParts.com • Mail: P.O. Box 299, West Hurley, NY 12491
Order Toll-Free: 866-NUMRICH (866-686-7424) • Toll-Free Fax: 877-GUNPART

Catalog #25 is the only source you'll ever need for current, obsolete
and military gun parts, gunsmith supplies, 
military surplus, and shooting accessories
Our latest edition is 1,200 pages and features
180,000 individual items, over 500 schematic draw-
ings and parts lists, and a store brand 
name to original manufacturer cross reference.

We carry products for hundreds of manufactur-
ers, such as Colt, High Standard, Ruger, Marlin,
Mauser, Mossberg, Remington and Savage.
Catalog #25 also contains new sections for
American Arms & Franchi, expanded lines for
AMT & Benelli, and the full line of Glock parts.

ITEM#PJ-25 $12.95

U.S. Orders: Shipped bulk mail. Shipping charges included.
Foreign Orders: Shipped air mail  (30 day delivery)  or 
surface (90 day delivery). Shipping charges additional.

A .33 WCF
from Arizona;
Ben Lily’s?

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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www.the-direct-source.com
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now available.
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Echo Of The Past
Perhaps an even more interesting find

was a heavily corroded spent case picked up
in the mountain peaks of western Wyoming.
I was sheep hunting and had just (stupidly)
passed up a chance at a decent ram, a 40-
yard opportunity. As I crouched back behind
my boulder, allowing the ram to quietly dis-
appear rather than spooking him, there it
was, resting openly upon a flat rock, a .38-56
Winchester case. 

This time the headstamp remained
clearly readable: “W.R.A. Co. .38-56
W.C.F.,” translating to: Winchester
Repeating Arms Company, .38-56
Winchester Center Fire. Incidentally, some-
times Winchester did “Co.” sometimes
“CO.” for company. Winchester’s 1916 cata-
logue listed the .38-56 with a “grooved”
255-grain bullet and 56 grains of black
powder. Also offered with smokeless
powder, full patch, or jacketed soft point
bullet at $40 per thousand rounds. 

Barnes notes the .38-56 on the scene in
1887 for the 1886 Winchester lever-action
repeater, also chambered for the Colt pump
as well as Winchester single-shot rifle and
Marlin’s 1895 lever-action. It was factory-
available until about 1936. A fellow sheep
hunter fired that round on the mountain.
That’s what I like to believe.

There were worlds of different car-
tridges in the 19th century. I have found
examples of many, including a smashed
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.45-60, probably stepped on by deer, horse,
cow, elk, moose — who knows? But some-
times a case defies identification. 

No Easy Answer
I located four rounds of spent brass in

a little heap alongside a nearly extinct
trail in the mountains. They were devoid
of any markings whatsoever. They must
be rimfire, I concluded. Each had a deep
dimple dead center, but the mark may not
have been made by a firing pin, just as we
have Federal Gold Medal .22 Long Rifle
ammo with a deep centered indentation.
Or perhaps this was a case with inside
priming, which the editor of this maga-
zine suggested. 

True collectors are professional investi-
gators. Perhaps one of these sleuths is
reading this. So what are these cases?
They’re flattened and caliber is difficult to
determine, but seems to be .50 plus, straight
wall, .673-inch rim diameter.

Another interesting find was a .38-55
case with a .30-30 headstamp, very old,
reading “W.R.A. CO. .30 W.C.F.” So the
idea of using one case to form into another
is hardly new with today’s handloaders. I
have run across everything from small cal-
iber rimfire to .50 caliber Machine Gun,
even a few 20mms on my walks in the
wild. The Big .50s are especially easy to
locate in Wyoming antelope country,
where, I am told, World War II Army Air
Corps pilots practiced. 

Just about everything is collectible these
days, from ugly little dolls to colored glass
insulators and medicine bottles. Depending
upon the viewpoint of the observer these
are either treasures or trash. As a friend put
it, “Most artifacts and antiques are the
garbage of other people.” Perhaps spent
cases located upon the countryside are
nothing more then refuse left behind in the
haste of the hunt or by those who had no
further use for them as potential reloads.
However, I don’t regard them as such. I see
them as bits and pieces of American his-
tory, each one with a story of its own. 

Following The Hawk
One of my treasures is a .33 Winchester

cartridge, intact, located on a hunt in
Arizona. It reminded me of Ben Lily who
left his wife to catch up to a hawk that was
terrorizing the chicken coop. He was gone
for years, hunting grizzlies and mountain
lions in Arizona and New Mexico. As Ben
put it, “That hawk just kept flying,” and he
had to follow. His rifle was a Winchester
lever-action Model 1886 chambered for
what was then the state-of-the-art .33
Winchester cartridge with its 200-grain jack-
eted bullet. 

Will Rogers said he never met a man he
didn’t like. I’ve never found a spent cartridge
case that wasn’t interesting.
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ACCESSORIES

Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2001 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,
2001. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please

type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.

OCTOBER 2003
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CAMPFIRE TALES
 continued from page 82

the manufacturer is; and for this trickery to 
occur it would require a totally dishonest 
seller and a completely uninformed (stupid?) 
purchaser.

I was first asked to fly back east to 
give my deposition. Regular readers of this 
column know I do not normally fly except 
in cases of dire necessity or an extreme 
emergency. I did not classify the situation as 
either. The lawyers were willing to come to 
me. It was just a matter of being able to get 
the schedule of the lawyers for both sides to 
coincide with each other at the same time I 
was available. This took about six months. 

The Adventure Begins
Finally, early this spring, three lawyers 

arrived in my town and also hired a court 
stenographer and video photographer to 
record everything. I expected a totally nega-
tive experience, however I was instead quite 
surprised. At the end of my time as a witness 
I was definitely weary, however I thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.

The deposition took three days. The first 
day was spent with the defendantʼs lawyers, 
with us just getting to know each other and 
trying to figure out what questions I would 
be asked by the plaintiffʼs lawyer. I was also 
able at this time to share some new things I 
had learned historically speaking. 

The second day found me being “grilled” 

all day by the lawyer for the plaintiff. Now 
I have watched enough television to know 
what to expect from lawyers. I was wrong. 
He did not try to trip me up. He did not try 
to discredit me. He did not attack me in any 
way. I was surprised in the afternoon when 
he said, “I have no further questions of this 
witness.” He had been totally respectful, 
asked straightforward questions and I was 
surprised to find he knew more about my 
writings than I did. He had definitely done 
his homework. When we were not in the 
lawyer and witness roles, we talked firearms 
and I was pleased to find he was a knowl-
edgeable shooter.

Now it was “our” turn on the third day. I 
was so excited about this I could hardly sleep 
the night before thinking about my presenta-
tion and the questions I would be asked by the 
defendant s̓ lawyer as he cross-examined. My 
main task would be “show and tell” as several 
dozen single actions would be used to provide 
a panorama of single action sixgun history 
from the 1836 Paterson right up through 
today s̓ offerings. The defendant s̓ lawyer 
spent several hours questioning me while 
having me display various single actions. 

One of my biggest problems as a wit-
ness was wanting to always add more to my 
answers. As I was re-examined in the after-
noon by the plaintiffʼs lawyer I could see 
the wheels going around in the head of the 
defending lawyer as he took extensive notes. 
By now I learned that this fellow was good 
at what he did and he would be asking me 

questions to elaborate or explain anything 
when his chance came again. I basically 
stayed with “yes” and “no” answers until he 
had his chance. He did not disappoint me.

That evening the two lawyers for the 
defendant shared supper with my wife and 
I, and then the two of them did the dishes. 
After that we all went to the local indoor 
shooting range together. One of them was an 
accomplished shooter; the other had never 
shot. He can now say he has fired a .22, 
a .357 Magnum, and a .45 Colt. After the 
shooting session we all went to a restaurant 
with some friends gathered up at the range 
who had also been shooting and we simply 
had an excellent time visiting over pie. 

Before leaving town they asked me to 
direct them to a western store so they could 
each buy a proper hat. While I was in the 
hospital recuperating from a blood clot in 
my lungs after Easter, the lawyers sent me 
flowers. Thatʼs a pretty human thing to do.

After this experience with the lawyers 
from both sides I am no longer in the lawyer 
bashing mode. I found all three of these 
gentlemen to be most pleasant to be around 
(especially when we were not in the lawyer/
witness mode), thoroughly knowledgeable, 
excellent at what they do, and most impor-
tantly men of extreme integrity. The writers 
of television scripts need to take a look at 
real lawyers. 

Oh, and by the way, some of the best 
customers at the No Lawyers 
Bar & Grill — are lawyers. 
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ne of the worldʼs toughest businesses is the res-
taurant business. It seems that the most successful 
ones find some kind of a gimmick to survive. Two 

establishments may serve food of equal quantity, quality 
and price. One survives and does well; the other goes out 
of business. The key to survival is which one has the best 
gimmick or at least the one that is perceived as best by 
the public. My tastes must run against the norm, as my 
favorite places are usually the ones that disappear.

One of our local establishments came up with a great 
advertising ploy in 1985, and I just read in the paper that 
after 40 years at the same location they are now moving 
to larger quarters. The gimmick cost them $10,000 nearly 
20 years ago. That was the amount the couple owning the 
business had to pay in lawyerʼs fees when they were sued 
by their neighbor, who happened to be a lawyer. 

It seems this couple applied for a permit to put a swim-
ming pool in their backyard. Their lawyer neighbor sued 
to prevent its being built, claiming it would wind up as a 
noisy nuisance. The lawyer lost while the couple won in 
more ways than one. Ever since this episode a sign has 
gone up on their business proclaiming “No Lawyers.” It 
was just what they needed as a great boost to their busi-
ness. Their menu features lawyer jokes and they also sell 
T-shirts with ”What do you call a lawyer with an IQ of 
70? Your Honor”

Common Perception
They struck gold simply because most of society 

consider lawyers as bottom feeders somewhere on the 
ladder beneath used car salesman and alphabet network 
anchormen. Several hundred years ago it was Shakespeare 
who said, “First kill all the lawyers.” This was repeated in 
the Tyrone Power and Henry Fonda movie Jesse James 
as the editor, played by Henry Hull, expresses the same 
sentiment. I will admit to once being a lawyer basher, but 
this was, in the words of Burt Lancaster as Bob Valdez In 
Valdez is Coming, “Before I Know  Better.”

Until very recently my only first-hand experience with 
lawyers had been 20 years ago when I served as a witness 
in a child custody case. The lawyers on both sides per-
fectly filled the stereotypical perception we normally have 
of lawyers. Both men did everything they could to destroy 
the credibility of everyone concerned and paint them as 
the worst possible human beings. 

The only official in the whole courtroom with any true 
feeling of right and wrong as well as really caring for the 
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NO LAWYERS kids involved was the judge. He did a thoroughly good job 
of lecturing both parties and both lawyers on the fact we 
were there to find what was best for the kids. At the time I 
did not even think of the fact the judge was also a lawyer. I 
came away from that experience with no respect whatsoever 
for lawyers.

In the past few years my opinion of lawyers has 
changed drastically. This first started happening four 
years ago when I found myself as Chairman of the Board 
of Elders in my church needing to consult a lawyer over 
a problem we had. Both myself and the finance chairman 
met with a lawyer for two long sessions. He told us exactly 
what we needed to do to correct the situation and also the 
steps to be taken so it could not happen again. Not only 
did he help us tremendously, he did not charge one penny 
for his services.  “This,” I thought to myself, “is certainly 
not the typical lawyer.” 

In The Company Of Attorneys
Last year I was contacted and asked to serve as an 

expert witness in a case involving one firearms manufac-
turer suing another company that is actually an importer 
of parts which are then used to build completed guns as 
well as importing completed single actions. I was not 
comfortable with the expert label. Today with our 24/7 
“news” coverage we are bombarded with experts of every 
type and political persuasion every time there is a real or 
perceived crisis. All that broadcasting time has to be filled 
with something. 

When I was a kid, a dime could buy you a cup of coffee 
or a dozen experts. Today the price of coffee is much 
higher. I felt better after I checked The Oxford Dictionary 
and found expert defined as one having special knowledge 
or skill in the subject. That I could handle.

“Expert” witnesses are normally paid very well. 
However, I refused any payment for my services for the 
simple fact that I have written about both companies and 
I will probably write about both companies in the future. I 
have pointed out the positive aspects and negative aspects 
of both companyʼs product line and I expect to do that in 
the future as well. By not accepting any payment, I cannot 
be accused of being biased in favor of one firmʼs products 
over the others. 

My testimony was offered simply because I think 
the plaintiff is wrong in his claim that people are buying 
the defendant s̓ products and somehow being fooled into 
thinking they are getting the other companies products. 
Shooters have to be smarter than this. All guns are clearly 
marked as to the manufacturer and/or importer; when the 
federal 4473 form is filled out, it must clearly list who 
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THE FUTURE OF MUZZLELOADING STARTS HERE.
Introducing Omega. No DISC, No Bolt, No Problems.

Why buy yesterday’s muzzleloader,
when you can buy tomorrow’s; only
at your Thompson/Center dealer. THOMPSON/CENTER

Take your best shot.

ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03866 • 603-332-2333 • www.tcarms.com

Omega’s unique breech mechanism has
only four moving parts. Simply pull down the
trigger guard and the pivoting action drops the
breech block clear of the breech face. Slip in a
209 primer and you’re primed.

Pull up on the trigger guard and the
pivoting action seals the breech, eliminating
blowback that would foul the action.

Omega is now gas-tight and waterproof, for
fail-safe ignition.

Omega is the greatest advancement in
muzzleloaders since the in-line rifle, with
advantages no muzzleloader has ever offered.

Faster clean up. Sealed breech requires
no cleaning. Unscrew the breech plug, swab
the barrel, and you’re finished.

Faster loading. No capper or cumbersome
“DISC” required.

Fastest muzzle velocity. Omega’s 28”
barrel delivers 250 fps of extra velocity.
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Carry a Kimber.
Compromise somewhere else.

New Kimber .45 ACP 
pistols - Ultra RCP II (left),
BP Ten II (middle) and
Custom TLE/RL II (right).

Information and specifications are for reference only and subject to change without notice. Firearm safety is every gun owner’s responsibility. Use
and store all firearms safely. Teach everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Kimber firearms should only be purchased
and used in complete compliance with all national, state and local laws. All suggestions for use in this ad or any Kimber literature must be taken
within the context of these laws. Kimber firearms are shipped with a California-approved cable lock as a safety measure. Additionally, pistols are
shipped in a lockable high impact case. Use of the cable lock at all times is encouraged when a firearm is in storage. Kimber owners may request
a free cable lock by mail. Include $10 for postage and handling. LAPD™ is a trade and service mark of the City of Los Angeles. All rights reserved.
Copyright 2003, Kimber Mfg., Inc.

PRO BP TEN II

GOLD COMBAT RL II

Those demanding the best choose a Kimber 1911 pistol. The LAPD™ SWAT Team
and the USA Shooting Rapid Fire Pistol Team chose Kimber. So did the entire 
shooting industry when SHOT Business Magazine named Kimber “Manufacturer
of the Year” for 2003. Kimber® has established a new industry standard for 
dependability and innovation, including these five new .45 ACP pistols.

The Ultra RCP II™ (Refined Carry Pistol) is the smallest, lightest concealed carry
1911 ever manufactured. A sighting trench is machined into the slide, the frame
heel is rounded and edges are blended to prevent hang-ups on clothing and 
holsters. Slim grips are also standard.

The Custom TLE/RL II™ is based on the LAPD™ SWAT duty pistol, and is the first
non-military Kimber with an integrated tactical rail. Custom features include night
sights and front strap checkering. A Custom Shop version called the Gold Combat
RL II is also available.

The BP Ten II™ is a high capacity, lightweight polymer-framed pistol priced at 
just $610, bringing Kimber quality and 1911 reliability into the price range of
most popular semi-automatics. The Pro BP Ten II has a shorter four-inch barrel.

For complete information on 
Kimber firearms please send $2 to

Kimber, Dept 91, One Lawton Street, 
Yonkers, NY 10705, 
call (800) 880-2418 

or visit
www.kimberamerica.com

New Kimber .45 ACP 
pistols - Ultra RCP II (left),
BP Ten II (middle) and
Custom TLE/RL II (right).
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