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COMING SOON... TO A
HOLSTER NEAR YOU!!

SW99 - .45 ACP

The Smith & Wesson SW99 series is proud to .
introduce the latest and largest family member - -
the SW99 in .45 caliber. Keeping with our 150-year g '
tradition of craftsmanship and continued commitment to A .
quality, the SW99 in .45 ACP is unquestionably the best '
big bore polymer frame pistol ever built.

Lightweight durability with .45 ACP power makes

the newest SW99 the perfect choice for any big bore

enthusiast. Multi feature sights, interchangeable

backstrap grips, rugged polymer frame, precision

machined slide/barrel and a host of other features make - /
the SW99 the right gun for all reasons. Check out the .45 v-/
ACT caliber SW99 at your Smith & Wesson dealer or at e -
www.smith-wesson.com

‘N#) Smith&Wesson

2100 Roosevelt Avenue » PO Box 2208
Springﬂrld, MA 01102-2208 * 1-800-331-0852
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In service today with DELTA, the SEALS, the

e of the best SWAT units on earth, TCI
are the world standard in lethal environment communi-
cations! TCI manufactures a line of superb quality
headset solutions including range and training hearing = _
protection, custom ucts MIL-SPEC tactical head-
sets, covert comm systems, bone conduction

headsets, headsets with active hearing protection and | ks
quality earpiece products. \Built of the must rugged . ¥ e 5y
and durable materials , these headsets are .
designed to accommodate various helmets, head TSNS
gear and the rigors of SWAT. TCl s rus . S,
by active duty tactical pros who ; -
design and use the-.equipment them= The rugged,
selves! ‘We havean extensive ; waterproof :
agency eval program which is also TCIPTT 5
available through our worldwide net- Sy, switch with
work of dealers. See our website or call Mil-Spec
for a free catalogl » \ H"‘;b::f;
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2 American Classic
BY GLENN BARNES Power, style and
rugged durability define Ruger's Bisley.

2 Kel-Tec Sub-2000

BY J.B. WOODS Pistol-caliber carbine
with several novel features.

3 The Gun Safe Maze

BY HOLT BODINSON Arm yourself with
information before selecting a gun safe.

4 Premiere Il 9x19

BY CHARLES E. PETTY More than .45s
come from the Les Baer shop.

4 4 Visit To Les Baer Custom

BY CHARLES E. PETTY Even in the'age
of CNC, quality requires careful hand work.

1
N SIGARMS Academy
BY DAVID FORTIER State-of-the-art training
for those who wear the badge.

Levergun Loads: .30-30
BY JOHN TAFFIN A wealth of good loads
for one of America's favorites.

Multi-Optic System
BY JOHN TAFFIN Warne's excercise in
versatility for the handgun hunter.

6 EAA's New Hammer Double

BY JIM GARDNER Rabbit-eared
double from Russia.

7 Gun Of The Month

You can win an EAA Bounty Hunter.
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N A POSITIVE NOTE%:...

GOOD NEWS!

F all is such a delightful time of year. In my part of

the country, the oppressive days of late summer
are now past, and the first hint of the longed-for
winter rains have teased us by speckling the dusty
ground. Not enough to do any real good, it leaves us
hoping for more. But by God’s grace, the rains will
come soon enough.

Other good harbingers of change come in the fall.

For those who shoot, it’s just about now we may
begin hearing rumors of new and interesting things
from the various firearm manufacturers. With the big
industry event, the SHOT Show, just around the cor-
ner, there are usually interesting changes in the wind.
In just the past few days, I've learned of two new
developments, both of which are rather exciting.

Hurrah! Good News From USRAC

Without checking a bunch of refer-
ence material, I think it’s safe to say
the Winchester Model 1894, pro-
duced by the U.S. Repeating
Arms Company, has been in
continuous production longer
than any other domestic
sporting rifle. The old girl
has suffered through a great
many changes over the years,
and in my opinion, few of
them have been positive.

I’'m speaking here primarily
of the various “safety enhance-
ments.” The Winchester’s original
design, incorporating a half-cock safety
notch, was simple and trouble free. Anyone with the
mental acuity to tie his own shoes could figure out
how to manage this correctly.

The first deviation from this proven arrangement
was the incorporation of a rebounding hammer. I have
owned several of these, and although this system
causes no real difficulties, the departure from the ele-
gantly simple original design is lamentable.

The same faint praise cannot be lavished on the
egregious cross-bolt safety that has been a standard
feature on recent production M94s. This device is
essentially useless, occasionally dangerous, and is an
unsightly blight on an otherwise fine traditional rifle.

Simply by grasping one of these rifles around the
receiver to pick it up, it’s possible to brush this safety
on without realizing it. I’ve seen this happen first-hand
on many occasions. Expecting a bang, pressing the
trigger brings only a click. I’ve also seen people lever
two or three rounds through the chamber before real-
izing they’ve fallen prey to this damnable device.

In our litigious society, it’s understandable compa-
nies should seek to make their products as fool-proof
as possible, but permitting these safety modifications
to inhibit proper function is unacceptable.

The good news is the days of cross-bolt equipped
Winchester *94s are numbered. USRAC has redesigned
the M94 to incorporate a tang-mounted safety, similar to
current production 1892 and 1886 rifles. Falling naturally
under the thumb, this will be easier to use if desired, and
will be far less obtrusive than the former safety.

Other interesting developments are in the works
at USRAC, but I'll have to share these with you at a
later date.

Savage Announces New AccuTrigger™

I happen to share Dave Anderson’s opinion (GUNS
Magazine, December, *02), that the Savage 110 series
is an exceptional value. Every sample I have experi-
mented with has been superbly accurate. The sole
complaint I would make is the out-of-the-box trigger is
unacceptably stiff for good shooting.

The Savage 110 is certainly not alone in this fault,
as — with the rarest exceptions — all factory rifles are
saddled with the same flaw.

What a surprise then to hear from Brian Herrick,
V.P. of Marketing at Savage Arms. He advised not
only that Savage is upgrading to a new trigger
system — it’s designed to be adjusted by

the shooter! How wonderful to find a
modern American sporting arms maker
that desires to treat its customers as
thinking, intelligent people.

The new AccuTrigger™ is
adjustable within a range of 1/ to 6
pounds. Its design is safe against acci-
dental discharge, even if roughly han-

dled or dropped. The Savage team has
extensively tested this new trigger
against all manner of both production and
custom triggers. The new design is not only

lighter in weight of pull, it requires less travel and
shows less creep.

The new AccuTrigger™ will initially be offered on
the various Savage varmint, law enforcement, and
heavy barreled long-range rifles, commencing in
January, 2003.

Savage is to be congratulated, both for leading the
industry in providing a superior trigger, and for their
faith in the intelligence of the end user. Great job, guys!

continued on page 71
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Letter Of The Month

John Taffin’s review of the Ruger Super
Blackhawk Hunter model was exhilarating.
As with all of John’s reviews, it was an
extremely interesting article. John is perhaps
the greatest gun writer currently in print. He
congratulates Ruger on making a .44 mag-
num that most any hunter can afford. I sec-
ond that, and take it one step further.

I think all Ruger’s handguns are wonder-
ful values. I know that here in Boise, Idaho,
armored car guards are paid something just
slightly above minimum wage. I worked for
a couple of the local companies for a few
years. Thank goodness for Ruger. The GP
model revolvers and the P series autos make
it possible for even an armored car guard to
be very well armed for much less than other
makes of handgun.

Extremely well built, and very reason-
ably priced, Ruger makes it possible for any-
one to be more than adequately armed.
Thank you, Ruger, for thinking of the work-
ingman!

Zeke Corder
Via e-mail

Twists And Turns

Below follows just a short excerpt from a
[friendly and jovial letter from GUNS reader
Loren Bengtson. We're seriously thinking of
ignoring his request simply to prompt him to
write another entertaining letter.

Editor

I can stand it no longer. The concept of
providing a dimension for rifling twist mea-
surements seems to be lost on many writers,
and your magazine is but one offender.

My preferred method of expressing twist
is merely to state a length, for example 11
inches. This assumes the reader will under-
stand that the twist is one turn in the given
length. I have not had much luck getting the
world to convert to my method, probably

because the rest of you still cling to a few
remaining freedoms.

Since you refuse to accept my enlight-
ened method of expressing twist, I suggest,
as a compromise, that you provide rifling
twist data in the form of 1:11", as the NRA
does in their fine magazines. This still
requires the reader to know the 1 in the
dimension means one turn of the rifling, but
is a very reasonable assumption.

Loren D. Bengtson
Rising Sun, Ind.

Birthday Gift

I was given a subscription as a birthday
gift. My first issue is September, 2002, and
going on what I’ve seen, I can’t wait for the
next issue. You guys cover everything.

Keep it up!

Nathan Jackson
Eatonton, Ga.

Nathan, we’re glad you're pleased so
far, but just wait till you see the annual
swimsuit issue!

Editor

Those Darn Fuzzy Sights

In your November issue, John Taffin
talks about how iron sights get fuzzy as you
get older.

After installing telescopes on several of
my guns and tilting my head just right so my
Varilux lenses would show a clear sight pic-
ture while standing — and all but giving up
on bench or prone shooting with iron sights
— I have discovered a simple solution.

For computer terminal viewing, I pur-
chased a pair of 1% power, drug-store
glasses, which work well. One day I decided
to try them for shooting. Problem solved.
For me, 14 power works just as well and the
target looks okay, too.

On another subject, Taurus or someone
needs to develop a larger grip with a bigger

setback from the trigger for their otherwise
excellent .41 magnum Tracker. For people
with a larger hand, the trigger guard slams
the middle finger unnecessarily hard.

Brian Smith
Via e-mail

Arming Pilots

As long as the pilot uses the gun to
defend the cockpit, I don’t have a problem
with the pilot having a gun. However, the
pilot’s job is to fly the airplane and he (or
she as the case may be) shouldn’t be clearing
the airplane of hijackers.

The cockpit door MUST remain closed
and locked at all costs. The next time this
happens (and I certainly hope it doesn’t), not
all of the hijackers will be as quick to iden-
tify themselves until they really have the air-
plane under control. I'm sure they realize
now why the airplane crashed in
Pennsylvania and will do something to cor-
rect that.

Steve Ockinga
Via e-mail

Mea Culpa

The article by David Fortier on the
VEPR IIK gave a URL for Robinson
Armaments as: www.robarms.com. This is
incorrect and is someone’s personal Website.
If you can send me the correct URL it would
be appreciated.

Albert Castagnola
Via e-mail

Reader Castagnola is absolutely correct.
It seems the correct URL is www.robarm.com.
We apologize for the error.

Editor
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It was a
reat year for
andgunners.

2002 saw the intraduction of the Springfield

Armory X-Treme Duty — an innovative,
DAD pohymer import, with a unifarmly fing
trigger action. This slick-shooting pistal is
winning converts across the country.

2002 also saw the long awaited return of
the Ruger Super Blackhawk Hunter, This is
the sixgun John Taffin described as, "All the
handgun hunter could ask for." Bull-strong,

rust-proof and equipped with excellent

adjustable sights as well as quick detach-

able scope rings, the SBH Hunter is justly
popular.

Parhaps the sexiest handgun to appear
on dealer’s shelves this past year is the
Kimber Eclipse Custom II. This two-tane
stainless beauty is shattering sales
records for 1911 pistols. The Eclipse
Custom Il not only looks great, it'll make
you look good as you examine that tight
group on your target. Careful, close-
tolerance construction and hand fitting
where needed are the reasons for its out-
standing accuracy and reliability.

-They Chose

JUST ONE

You'll Get

ML THREE

The handguns shown here
were picked as the top
three for 2002 by industry
professionals who
represent the

Shooting Industry
Academy of Excellence.
Kimber's Eclipse Custom ||
was selected as the
Handgun of the Year.

You can win it plus the
other two in the Pride &
Liberty Sweepstakes.

ST




Below: The author’s
first set of shotshell
reloading tools might
appear primitive, but
they worked well.
Right: These good
new books should
add pleasure to those
many hours when
shotgunners are not
hunting or competing.

K.LS.S.

leaning out my reloading room recently, I came
Cacross a set of shotshell reloading tools that

brought back a flood of memories, and
reminded me how simple reloading can really be.

The tools pictured, plus a hand-cranked roll-
crimper, a hammer-type resizing die, and a wad punch
that I gave away years ago, loaded a ton of shells in the
’50s for my father’s Fox Sterlingworth double and my
Stevens single shot.

The 12-gauge reloading set consists of a cutaway
Winchester “New Rival” blackpowder shell to show
you how to load a shotshell; a depriming punch; a
primer seater; a shot-and-powder dipper graduated in
ounces and drams; a loading sleeve/funnel; and a wad-
seater punch.

We bought fiber filler wads, card over-powder and
over-shot wads, primers and shot from a local sporting
goods store. Because we lacked a powder scale, we
“dipped” DuPont Bulk Smokeless shotgun powder that
was measured volume-for-volume with black powder.
Our standard load was 3 drams of Bulk Smokeless and
1% ounce of shot. It patterned beautifully.

At some point, we acquired 50 Remington 12-
gauge brass shells that accepted large pistol primers
and 11-gauge wads. We sealed the overshot wads
with a few drops of waterglass (sodium silicate) that

we bought at the local pharmacy, but frankly, we
found low base paper shells much handier and much
lighter to carry.

Looking back, the only thing I miss is DuPont Bulk
Smokeless powder. It was a terrific propellant in our
.45-70 Trapdoors and .44-40 Winchesters.

Well, we gain a little and we loose a little.

Two, Great New Books For Shotgunners

John M. Browning — American

Gunmaker

Here is a “must read.” John
Moses Browning’s official biogra-
phy written by his eldest son with
additional historical data by Col.
Reid Betz, co-founder of the
Browning Collectors Association.

For shotgunners, here are the
inside stories on the creation of the
Browning Auto-5 and Superposed;
Winchester Models 1887, 1893 and
1897; Remington Models 11 and 17;
Stevens Model 520; plus pictures and
descriptions of the many shotgun
models that never made it to full production. And, of
course, the histories and pictures of all the other com-
mercial and military firearms designed by this genius
of a man.

You may have read any number of books and arti-
cles on John M. Browning, but none approach the qual-
ity of this biography. It’s thoroughly entertaining, anec-
dotal, handsomely illustrated, and very well written.

Hard-cover, 390 pages and priced at $27.95, it’s avail-
able from Shootin” Accessories Ltd., [800] 676-8920.

.|ur.|' T

The Duck Stamp Story

Here is the complete history of the evolution of the
stamp from the passage of the Migratory Bird Hunting
Stamp Act of 1934 to the present. Yes, that beautiful
little stamp you buy every year at the Post Office,
enabling you to hunt waterfowl, has now raised half a
billion dollars for habitat acquisition and management
and is the greatest success story in the annals of mod-
ern migratory bird conservation. If anyone needed
proof that “hunters pay for conservation,” here it is.

This is a beautifully illustrated book containing
many of the barbed cartoons of Jay “Ding” Darling on
the wanton waste of wildlife resources that precipi-
tated the creation of the stamp program in the very
depths of the Depression. The meat of the book is a
colorful study of each and every Duck Stamp and
accompanying limited edition print with an evaluation
of their relative rarity and current cash value. Save
those Duck Stamps!

Soft-cover, 206 pages in full color, priced at

$29.95, it’s available from Krause

Publications, [800] 358-0929.
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‘QUARTERMA

BY JIM GARDNER

Wild Bill's Leather

ou know, we gun guys are just as bad as the womenfolk.
YWhen one of the gang here at GUNS brings in a new firearm

or related, all the guys gather to give it a good inspection.
Recently we enjoyed looking over a new holster rig.

GUNS Magazine’s publisher, Tom von Rosen, recently ordered
a rig from Wild Bill’s Concealment Holsters. He selected the “Pro
Choice Package,” adding to it a double magazine pouch to supple-
ment the single mag pouch that is standard for this package.
Frankly, this is darn nice leather gear.

Bill Bowden is the man behind Wild Bill’s. A former peace offi-
cer, he’s spent enough 10- and 12-hour days wearing a handgun to
know what features make up good carry leather. He also likes to
make certain new CCW holders get the gear they need.

“The best holster in the world,” Bowden said, “just won’t work
right when you mate it with a flimsy department store belt.”

This is why Wild Bill’s promotes a variety of special package
rigs. The end result is you get the right gear and save a bunch of
money, too. Imagine that.

Looking at TvR’s new rig, I noticed the holster is a proven pat-
tern that’s been known by many names over the years. The dual belt
slots stabilize the holster perfectly — essential for smooth, fast pre-
sentations. Attention to detail is excellent, with a reinforced lip for
easy reholstering, and first rate hand boning to the gun’s contours.

The belt was supplied in 1/-inch width. It’s made of very good

\. .
quality leather, nicely stitched, and with a
nice, solid-brass buckle. The magazine pouches were constructed
with tough Chicago screws rather than stitching. Magazine
pouches see a lot of hard use, and these appear very durable.

Ready for the shocker? Bill sells this entire rig — holster, belt,

and single magazine pouch — for $125 plus shipping. It’s
a heck %f a go%)d deaﬁ b PP
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Wild Bill’s Concealment Holsters
[919] 779-9582
www.wildbillsconcealment.com

ﬁlﬁ I LS

5> GOLD AMMURITION

lack Hills ¢

7

THE PINNACLE OF

wold Ammunition
is for the marksman who knows

SHOOTING EXCELLENCE

Tip™ bullets. It will hold up its end
of the bargain. Available in 243,
270, 308, 30-06 and 300 Win Mag

his own potential, cherishes a fine
firearm and demands the best in his
ammunition. Black Hills Gold is
loaded with a selection of high
performance Barnes X bullets and
the world renowned Nosler Ballistic

WBLACK-HILLS.COM

Call today for a catalog and the
name of the dealer nearest you.
You may order direct at retail
prices il it is not available at
your local dealer.

Are you ready for the next level?
We had a feeling you would be!

LI ELOTE

The Power of Performance

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090
Rapid City, SD 57709-3090
Call (605) 348-5150
Fax (605) 348-9827
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‘QUARTERMASTER

BY JIM GARDNER

CornerlLock

s shooters and gun owners, we are occasionally guilty of
beating our chests and shouting about our rights, without

giving sufficient acknowledgement to our responsibilities.
One such responsibility is to do our level best to see that children or
unauthorized persons can’t gain access to our firearms.

There are a variety of ways to ensure this. If money and floor
space are not an issue — a large, dedicated gun safe is the best
approach. For a number of reasons, this is just not an option for
some. One of the nicest, most economical alternatives to a conven-
tional gun safe is the CornerLock, manufactured by Knoxx
Industries.

The CornerLock unit consists of a pressed-steel bracket
designed to be securely bolted into a room or closet corner with four
lag bolts (supplied). Once installed, a cover plate prevents removal
of the lag bolts, while a 9/-inch diameter steel ring accepts the trig-
gerguards of up to six rifles, shotguns or handguns.

In use, a sliding section coupled with unique key lock secures
the circle of steel safeguarding your firearms. This locking ring is
nicely vinyl coated to protect their finish. For long guns, a non-mar-
ring synthetic barrel rest is furnished.

For those who would mount their CornerLLock in an exposed
area, Knoxx offers a very attractive accessory cabinet. It features
smoked-glass doors, oak or powder-coated finish, and simple, three-
screw installation.

These products are very modestly priced. The CornerLock
retails for $49.95, the CornerLock Cabinet for only $139.95.

Sadly, we’ve all heard of heartbreaking tragedies involving
firearms and children. If you have children or grandchildren, or
even if you live in a neighborhood full of the little crumb crunch-

ers, do the right thing. Secure your firearms. Some
lessons are simply too painful to learn the hard way. U"
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Knoxx Industries

[805] 227-40899
www.knoxx.com

Inmate #8390027, a.k.a. “Sledge”

Sledge is currently serving a seven to 15-year sentence for his fifth
conviction on breaking and entering an occupied dwelling (he has
plea bargained away over 20 other "B and Es” and admits that he has
done more than he could count in his 13-year criminal career). In a
letter to Browning written from his cell, Sledge freely admits, "My
partner and | broke into hundreds of houses, many with so-called gun
safes, and after we tried to get into a Browning gun safe, it was the
last thing we cver wanted to see.”

In his letter, Sledge cites a previous advertisement for Browning

qun safes under the headline, "The Competition Hates Our Guts."

He responds, “"Now that | see

what goes into your safe, | see

why | could never open one.
The competition isn't the only
one who hates your guts!”

up forever. ksn't it nice to

AV
R

!

Sledge can’t stay locked

b EeTn IATATTAY ™

know that your valuables can?
browning.com

While nicknames, inmate numbers and mug shots have boen falwicated, written excerpts are taken from an actual letter received by Browning.

Do not assume that any salfe is impenetrable —
A 1afe v a deterrent and a delaying device. Yt

i Can

not! A knowledgeable thief can get into virtually amy safe with the ap
make it even more effective by placing it in the right location and anch

e tools and enough time
W it to the floor and wall.

\




‘QUARTERMASTER :

oversized Swiss Army knife. It has two nicely detailed logs, the first
for your handloading info, and the second to itemize your firearm
collection. The program also contains nine different calculation pro-
H andloaders generally fall into two separate categories. grams, which will effortlessly give you information on such topics as

Lee Shooter program

The first group looks upon reloading as a necessary evil. trajectory, recoil, wind drift, etc. The program also allows you to
These fellows usually want to get their loading chores print out a variety of different targets.

completed as quickly as possible, so they can get out to the range One of the most useful features of Lee’s Shooter Program is the

and burn em up.
Handloaders in the second
category take great pride in
treating their handloading as
if it were a scientific experi-
ment vital to our national
interests. These guys
patiently record every con-
ceivable detail of their loads
and the resulting range tests.

PDF versions of five different component data
sheets and loading manuals from top manufac-
turers. These can be viewed conveniently on
screen or may be printed out for easy reference
at the loading bench. Also included is a catalog
of Lee Precision’s line of reloading and bullet
casting products.

System requirements are modest. Windows
95 or higher, a CD-ROM drive, and less than 40
Megs of free hard drive space will be needed.

So what does all this good info cost? Merely
$19.98 plus postage. For more information,
check out the Lee Website or give

Regardless of where you fall
within these two extremes,
keeping good records of your

@ Ehding gaid Arvmrem dainbasy

proven handloads is vital. : :_.,_..4::;,.: — them a call.
Record keeping is only # Targm gemersias

one facet of the Lee Shooter * & grnmi "

Program from — you
guessed it — Lee Precision.

The Lee Shooter program
has more functions that an

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTAGT

Lee Precision
[262] 673-3075
www.leeprecision.com

SERIOUS HANDLOADERS

* Gas Checked Bullets
= factory opplied gas-checks allow higher velodities without leading

* Exclusive Silver Alloy
- over 35% harder than ordinary lead bullets

* Advanced Bullet Designs s
- provide superior accuracy

“For sevioass work wach [evergms and heavy dury

serpang, Trueshor Budlers ave a #1 choice.”
John Taffin

THE FPREMUM BoviES ALy BRPLLET

View the complete selection of Trueshot
ullets of wrw. trueshotbullers.com
*Denler plon ovollable.

800-811-0548 —=
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M3 Tactical llluminator

Mé Tactical
Laser Hluminator

.
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=
. / with the M-Series Tactical lluminators

Simple one-handed operation

Blinding white light

@ I NSI GH T Bore sightable laser

= EEGRS TE e R Fits most popular handguns
. INSIGHT and shotguns

877-744-4802
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Al AMERICA

THE RUGER

CLASSIC —

BISLEY

By Glenn Barnes

More value than you pay for, is the author’s

- ., e i =

assessment of the popular Ruger Bisley revolver.

ccording to Webster’s, a “classic” is defined as: A

work of enduring excellence or a standard of excel-

lence. Noah Webster could well have included Bill
|_| Ruger in his dictionary under “classic.” Not since

Colonel Sam Colt has there been a gun maker who
had his finger on the pulse of what American shooters and
hunters want and need.

His modern day innovations and inventions have helped
two generations of shooters excel in their sport.
Handgunners in general and single-action lovers in particu-
lar, owe a debt of gratitude to Bill Ruger.

Finest Ever?

In 1986, Ruger offered to the public what is arguably
the finest single-action revolver ever to be manufactured
— the Ruger Bisley. Based on the popular Super
Blackhawk frame, the new Bisley differs somewhat from
its parent sixgun.

The grip frame of the Bisley is obviously an adapta-
tion of the original Colt Bisley design, with some very
important changes.

JdJaNUJaRY 2003

First, the grip frame of the Ruger Bisley does not come
up as high behind the trigger guard as the original Colt,
which directly adds to the controllability of the sixgun,
especially when shooting heavy loads. Second, the grip
frame is wider than the Colt’s, which spreads felt recoil
more evenly in the hand, thereby reducing the painful slap
associated with heavy loads.

The hammer spur is low and swept back, just where it
should be, with deep serrations for a firm purchase when cock-
ing the revolver for firing. The trigger has more of a curve to
it than a Colt Bisley’s, which adds greatly to trigger control. In
essence, what Ruger did, for many of us, was create the per-
fect sixgun — good looking, as well as highly functional.

Why don’t we look at and discuss a few of the reasons
why the shooting public is so enamored with the Ruger
Bisley. Let’s talk about strength first.

One Big, Tough Sixgun

Topping the scales at a whopping 48 ounces, the Bisley
obviously carries plenty of steel on its frame. Plenty of
steel doesn’t mean a whole lot by itself, but if placed in the

SGUNS MAaGAZINE



proper areas, areas that take the brunt of pressure when a
cartridge is fired, it adds greatly to the strength and
longevity of the sixgun.

Ruger added the extra weight where it needed to be,
with no excess, creating a revolver that is bull strong, but
still pleasing to look at, with smooth, classical lines.
Combining this rugged construction with a superior grip
design, plus the use of durable coil springs, resulted in
perhaps the strongest, most comfortable shooting sixgun
on the market.

Another reason shooters turn to Ruger is purely economi-
cal. Price. The average American is not wealthy. Mortgages
have to be paid, our cars run better when they are serviced
regularly, the kids need new shoes, etc. Fortunately for us,
Ruger has always kept the average guy, or gal, in mind.

Affordability has been a hallmark of Ruger products
since the first Mark I rolled off the line. With the Bisley, we
get just that. Retailing for an attractive $535, the Ruger
Bisley is one of the few things in life that delivers more than
you pay for, in terms of price and quality.

Designed For The Hunter

Most who consider purchasing a Bisley sixgun, do so
with the sole intent of using it as a hunting tool. This is
where the big Ruger really shines. Designed from the out-
set with handgun hunters in mind, the Ruger Bisley com-
bines all of the features a hunter desires (accuracy, strength,
power and portability) with good looks and quality. That’s
a hard combination to beat!

I purchased my Ruger Bisley, chambered in .44 Magnum,
several years ago with the primary intention of using it as a
backup for my rifle. Anyone who has hunted wild boar knows
things can sometimes get hairy and close real fast. [ wanted a
sixgun that was accurate and powerful enough to handle any
hunting chore I deemed necessary. I got all that and then some.

Three Big Bores And A .22, Too

Ruger offers the Bisley in three calibers suitable for big
game: .357 Magnum, (suitable for deer sized game at rea-

FACTORY LOADS
Load * Velocity | Group
Winchester 250 grain Partition Gold * * 1%
Remington UMC 180 grain JSP * * 2'
Fiocchi 240 grain SJSP * * 1%"
Bullet Charge Velocity | Group
Hornady XTP 300 grain 21.0 grains H110 1,300 fps 1
Speer JSP 300 grain 21.0 grains H110 1,164 fps 1"
Hornady XTP 240 grain 21.0 grains 2400 1,325fps | 1"to 14"
Hornady XTP 240 grain 18.5 grains 2400 1,190 fps 1%
Speer JSP 240 grain 18.5 grains 2400 1,150 fps 1%"
D&J hard cast SWC 240 grain 18.0 grains 2400 1,090 fps 1%"
Bullet Doctor hard cast SWC 240 grain 8.5 grains Unique 1,045 fps 14"
D&J hard cast SWC 240 grain 8.5 grains Universal Clays | 1,065 fps 1%
Hornady XTP 240 grain 23.0 grains H110 1,310 fps 1%
.44 SPECIAL HANDLOADS
Bullet Charge Velocity | Group
(These handloads are for use ONLY in Ruger .44 magnum handguns!)
D&J hard cast 240 grain SWC 6.5 grains 231 915 fps 3
Bullet Doctor hard cast 240 grain SWC 7.5 grains Unique 1,039 fps 1%"
D&J hard cast 240 grain SWC 7.5 grains Universal Clays | 1,055 fps 1%

Groups are an average of five, 5-shot groups fired from rest at 25 yards.

* indicates no velocity available (the chrono was off at the taxideermists).

El The Ruger Bisley looks like a classic 19th century
revolver, but inside, it’s modern and bull-strong. B The
Bisley is a favorite for customization.

Www. SN S MAaGAZINE.COM
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Bl The Bisley is a fine hunter’s handgu
some nice gunleather, like this rig from

Barnes enjoys loading for his Bisley

much as shooting it. Great components

sonable ranges, say under 50 yards), .44
Magnum and .45 Colt. Loaded with properly
constructed bullets, both the .44 Magnum
and .45 Colt are exceptional big game car-
tridges, capable of taking the largest of
North American big game.

Currently, the big-bore Bisley’s are
offered in only one barrel length, 7/ inches,
and you may have any finish you like, so

Saddlery, and you're fit for the field. B Auth
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long as it is blued steel. The small-frame
Bisley .22 LR sports a 6/ inch tube, and
wears the same finish.

We’ve agreed the Ruger Bisley is a bull
strong, economical, hunting sixgun, but how
does it perform on the range? Just how well
does it shoot? Is it a one-load handgun, or
can it handle several different loads to make
it a more useful hunting tool?

Putting It To The Test

For our accuracy test, I chose my .44
Magnum Ruger Bisley. This revolver has
proven itself to be very accurate with sev-
eral different loads, so we decided to try a
few more loads to find out its true poten-
tial. My good friend, Larry Leadingham,

continued on page 64
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KEL-TEL
SUR- i

LCHRBINE

By .B. IEoon

Veteran commentator J.B. Wood has long
admired pistol-caliber carbines, and
he’s pretty darn pleased with this one.

KEL-TEC SUB-2000 CARBINE

SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 4 pounds
LENGTH, OPEN: 30 inches
LENGTH, STOWED: 16 inches
HEIGHT, STOWED: 7 dinches
WIDTH: 2 dinches
BARREL LENGTH: 16.1 inches
SIGHT RADIUS: 1T4.5 inches
MAGAZINE CAPACITY: 170 rounds, supplied
SUGGESTED RETAIL: $383

= JdJaNUaRY 2003

while back — 1997 to 2000, actu-

ally — Kel-Tec offered perhaps

the ultimate pistol-caliber semi-

auto carbine. Called the Sub-9, it
offered several innovative features. The
most notable was the ability to fold the car-
bine for storage, reducing its length by
about one-half.

The Sub-9 did, though, have one minus
point: because of its aircraft-grade alu-
minum alloy receiver and other factors, it
was very expensive to manufacture. This
resulted in a retail price around $700. It was
definitely worth it, but sales were not brisk.

Second Life For A Great Design

So, George Kellgren, president of Kel-
Tec, redesigned it. He retained all of the best
features of the Sub-9, did away with parts
requiring excessive manufacturing expense,
and produced the new Sub-2000. Its retail

3




K e folding feature is novel and appealing. 2 By aperture rear sight
pops into place automatically when the carbine is unfolded for use. 3]
Accuracy was extremely good, especially considering the short sight-
radius and a trigger described as “rather stiff.”
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price is just slightly more than half the orig-
inal tariff of the Sub-9. In performance,
however, the two are equal.

The novel folding feature was retained of
course — but now there is an actual latch
that locks the barrel unit in the stowed posi-
tion, as well as a built-in key-operated lock.
With the Sub-2000 locked in this position,
the firearm cannot possibly be fired by a
child or an unauthorized person.

Magazine Versatility

The Sub-2000 comes with a nice Mec-
Gar magazine, permanently blocked to 10-
rounds capacity per current Federal
requirements. The Sub-2000 will, though,
work perfectly with high-capacity maga-
zines of the correct type. My carbine is set
up to accept S&W 59-series magazines, but
the Sub-2000 may also be ordered to accom-
modate Beretta, SIG or Glock magazines.

You can easily see the advantage here
— your carbine and handgun can use not
only the same cartridge, but also the same
magazines.

The magazine release is a push button
on the left side in the traditional location.
It has a healthy spring and retains the mag-
azine securely, but I would feel better if it
had a molded protective “fence” around it
like those present around the safety. You
have just heard my only criticism of the
Sub-2000.

A Most Positive Safety

The manual safety is a cross-bolt, push-
button that both blocks the sear and discon-
nects the trigger bar. When pushed to the
right for firing, it exposes four equally
spaced red dots. Thus, regardless of the

2 6 JANUARY 2003

Kl Front sight is a highly-visible protected post. B 7wo accessories are shown here: The butt-
stock extension and spare magazine carrier. Bl Wood's test gun was set up to accept S&W
magazines. B A key-lock secures the stowed carbine in the folded position. If there is such a
thing as a child-proof gun, the Sub-2000 in the folded and locked position is it.

GUNS MAGAZINE



angle of view, you can see it s ready to go.
There is a very positive detent for both on-
and off-safe positions.

The location of the cocking handle is
unusual — on the underside of the buttstock
shaft. This is good, because it keeps the
sides of the Sub-2000 flat, with no handle
protruding in either direction. However,
when firing from belt level, avoid tucking
the butt under your arm, as the moving bolt
handle can pinch your side.

The Sub-2000 has a pivoting internal
hammer, so any competent gunsmith could
give it a nice trigger pull. As with most U.S.
made firearms of the past 50 years, the Sub-
2000 has a rather stiff trigger pull, although
let-off was clean. After getting used to it, it
caused no difficulty at the range.

Good Sights — Great Accuracy

The fixed aperture rear sight automati-
cally erects itself and locks into place when
the barrel unit is unfolded. The front sight is
a square post, shielded inside a protective
ring, and is made of a translucent pink-
orange polymer.lt s highly visible. Opposed
coin-slotted screws allow adjustment both
vertically and horizontally.

In test firing the Sub-2000, I used a kneeling
position, with the weak side elbow properly
supported on the knee. Test ammo used was
115-grain Winchester Silvertip, Magtech 124-
grain FMJ and Norma 124-grain +P JHP.

Test distance was 25 yards, and the well-
centered groups were surprisingly small.
The Winchester load grouped into 1% inches,
the Magtech into 1% and the Norma load
clustered into an impressive 7/8 inch. The
groups would open a little at greater dis-
tances, but they d still be marvelous. The
Sub-2000 is very accurate.

Add-0ns And Doo-Dads

One of several optional accessories I tried
was a neat spare magazine carrier that attaches
to the buttplate assembly. It has a push-button
latch to hold the magazine in place. Other
useful options are a 1-inch buttstock exten-
sion, flashlight and laser mounts, a sling, and
a nice soft case with magazine pockets.

For either police or civilian use, the
pistol-caliber carbines have a lot of good
points. The cartridge (and in this case the
magazine) may be interchanged with your
handgun. Accuracy is much improved for
most users compared to the handgun. And,
since they look a lot like a submachinegun,
the intimidation factor may be a plus.

Efforts at logic aside, the Kel-Tec Sub-

12\(:1(2101:;0{:113 plain fun to shoot...
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Kel-Tec CNIC Industries
[800] 515-9983
www.kel-tec.com

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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“No matter
how powerful
multi-million
dollar push-
button killing
technology
tends to
become, war
always seems
to end on the
ground with
armed men
facing one
another with
conventional
small arms.”

instruction from his father sparked
an award-winning p ractical shooter,
through his Lethal Force Institute ha
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Handguns Show Up In
The Strangest Places

H andguns have been to the North Pole, the South

Pole, and pretty much everywhere in between.
Handguns rode along on the B-29 that ushered in
the era of nuclear war. Butterfield’s in San Francisco
recently auctioned off the Colt 1911 carried by Major
“Dutch” van Kirk aboard the plane the dropped the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.
The pistol, serial number 468425, was an original
1911 model rather than the 1911A1 that was somewhat
more in evidence during WWIL.

Pistols And Fighting Men

No matter how powerful multi-million dollar push-
button killing technology tends to become, war always
seems to end on the ground with armed men facing one
another with conventional small arms. A powerful handgun
has been a source of comfort to fighting men for centuries.

There is no more high-tech field army than that of the
United States in Afghanistan at the moment, yet the
handgun continues to play a significant role. Field reports
indicate enemy soldiers take a lot of 9mm ball rounds
from the Beretta M9 before they go down (what’s new?).
And generally fall to one or two hardball slugs from the
.45 autos that are still in the hands of some special forces
personnel, notably the Army’s Delta Force.

There is reportedly a groundswell of requests from
our troops to be issued .45 caliber pistols of whatever
type to replace the 9mm. Their problem is not with the
Beretta pistol so much as with the 9mm FMJ round.

While allied snipers with precision rifles have
taken an awesome toll of the enemy, a surprising
number of up close
and personal gun-
fights have report-
edly occurred in the
caves. Some of our
troops have been
photographed with a
holster on each hip.

In Other
High Places

The White House
has always contained
handguns, and not
just the duty
weapons of the
Secret Service. Richard Nixon’s gun collection included
two engraved specimens, a Smith & Wesson Chief
Special .38 presented to him by the NRA when he was
Vice President, and a Colt Government Model .45 auto
given him by Elvis Presley.
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President Reagan was licensed to carry a Smith &
Wesson .32 revolver when he was head of the Screen
Actors Guild, and years later, first lady Nancy Reagan
told reporters that she habitually kept “a cute little gun”
in her bedroom.

I was present at the press conference where the first
President George Bush pulled a miniature .22 revolver
— I couldn’t tell whether it was a North American
Arms or a Freedom Arms — from his suitcoat pocket.
A Texas Ranger who bodyguarded our second
President Bush during the primaries told me that our
current leader is not only pro-gun, but a very capable
handler of firearms himself.

The Guns of Churchill

During the Boer war, Winston Churchill shot several
enemy soldiers with his pistol, a “broomhandle” Mauser.
In WWII, disgusted to learn that his chief bodyguard car-
ried a feeble Webley .32 auto, Churchill got a Colt
Government Model .45 for him.

When he discovered that the security man had gone
back to his mousegun, legend has it that the Prime
Minister of England snatched back the .45, racked a
round into the chamber and on-safed the gun, thrusting it
into the capacious pocket of his big overcoat. There it
remained for the rest of the war.

Churchill also kept a Thompson submachinegun dis-
creetly accessible in the back of his limousine. British
gun expert Richard Law has found photographs of the
Prime Minister in which the outline of the big Colt auto-
matic through the fabric of Churchill’s heavy ulster is
clearly visible. A few years after the war ended, Colt
presented one of their first lightweight Commander .45
autos to a grateful Churchill, who reportedly kept it
until his death.

Grimmer Note

We must remember that criminals are known to hide
firearms creatively. In Minneapolis recently, a female
police officer was murdered by a woman who did just
that. Officer Melissa Schmidt and her partner, Tammy
Friestleben, responded to the call of a drunken woman
who had threatened her niece with a gun.

They confronted Martha Donald, 60, searching her
car and patting her down, finding cartridges but no
weapon. The woman said she had to go to the bathroom,
and when the female officers accompanied her to the
ladies room, she produced a pistol she had concealed
between the cheeks of her buttocks and opened fire.

Schmidt was struck below her body armor in the
abdomen. She and her partner drew and returned fire, killing
the assailant, but the wounded officer died in surgery. She
was 35 and had been on the force for six years.

This column is respectfully dedicated to the
memory of Officer Missy Schmidt. Donations to the
officer’s family in her memory can be made to the

Melissa J. Schmidt Fund, PO Box 158,
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~ Proper Lubrication
Of Working Parts

Firearms are simple machines requiring proper

Dave Anderson acquired h
which he took his
pistol shooting, t

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

lubrication. The thought of two dry metal surfaces

scraping together grates on my nerves like finger-
nails on a blackboard. This is especially so where parts
are under heavy load.

Most bolt-action rifles are designed to cock on
opening. The nose of the cocking piece engages an
angled surface on the rear of the bolt body. As the bolt
handle is lifted this angled surface cams the cocking
piece back, compressing the mainspring.

These cam surfaces are quite small, and the pow-
erful mainspring provides a heavy load. When these
surfaces are dry, or worse yet, covered with dust or
dirt, the effort required to lift the bolt is increased con-
siderably, as is wear on these surfaces.

Bolt locking-lugs and their recesses are another
example of metal-to-metal contact under load. As the

Brownells, Inc.
[641] 623-5401
www.brownells.com

“It is important to
understand there
is a relationship
between cocking
piece/firing pin
weight and

mal nSpI‘I ng bolt is lowered, the rear surface of the lugs engage the
locking lug recesses and move the bolt slightly for-
Strength' The ward to fully chamber the cartridge.
designers

A Little Dab ’ll Do Ya

To minimize wear and ensure smooth operation,
these contact areas need proper lubrication. For this pur-

achieved what
they felt was an

0 pt| mum b al_ pose, a modern high-tech grease is preferable to light oil.
L. I like syringe-type applicators that put a quality lube
ance, and it IS | right where it’s needed. Kleen-Bore TW25-B grease is

available in a syringe, as is Wilson Ultima Lube.

With these high-quality lubes there is no need to
overdo it. Just a dot of lube on the cocking cam and on
the rear surface of each bolt lug is sufficient. If the rifle
is used in dusty conditions, the bolt should be cleaned
and re-lubricated regularly.

risky to change
that balance
unless you know
what you’re
doing.”

Locktime — Design Priorities

In any rifle action, designers have to make choices
that reflect their priorities. Mauser 98 military actions
are sometimes criticized for their slow lock time —
that is, the interval from when the sear releases the
cocking piece to when the firing pin strikes the primer.

A fast lock time is desirable from a viewpoint of
practical accuracy, since it allows less time for the
muzzle to move after the trigger releases the sear. This
is especially important when firing from unstable posi-
tions such as offhand.

The slow lock time of the Mauser is not a fault
but a deliberate design choice. Reliability and
% speed of fire were considered more important
) than minor increments of accuracy. The
Mauser used a heavy cocking piece/firing
pin assembly and a fairly light (by current
standards) 19-pound mainspring.

The lighter mainspring made the

is first
first whitetail.
he sporti

centerfire rifle— 303 Lee Enfield
Despite a distinguished record in
ng rifle remains Dave’s first Llove.

M98 bolt easier to manipulate rapidly from the
shoulder, while the heavy firing pin assembly assured
positive ignition.

Reliability is important in sporting rifles but so is
accuracy, while speed of fire is usually less important.
As the bolt-action evolved from a military to a
sporting rifle, designers began to introduce “speed
lock” designs with faster lock times.
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A More Modern System

The original Winchester Model 54 was similar to
the Mauser, in that the firing pin had a fairly long
travel (about 1/2 inch) and slow lock time. About
1932 Winchester introduced the “speedlock™ feature
on the Model 54.

It used a lighter cocking piece/firing pin, a more
powerful (23 pound) mainspring, and shorter firing pin
travel (about 1/4 inch). The same speedlock, with an
improved trigger, was used on the subsequent Model 70.

The popular Remington 700 has a fast locktime, pro-
vided by a lightweight cocking piece/firing pin, short
travel and strong (24-pound) mainspring. The downside
to these actions is bolt lift is somewhat harder due to the
stronger mainspring that must be compressed.

It is important to understand there is a relationship
between cocking piece/firing pin weight and mainspring
strength. The designers achieved what they felt was an
optimum balance, and it is risky to change that balance
unless you know what you’re doing. Fitting a heavier
mainspring will shorten locktime and maintain ignition
reliability, but might add vibrations that affect accuracy.

Hotrodding

It’s common for gunmakers building sporting rifles on
old Mauser actions to fit a lighter cocking piece assembly
and/or install a stronger mainspring. Shooters who want
even faster lock times, such as metallic silhouette com-
petitors, sometimes fit even lighter firing pins and heavier
mainsprings to current models.

Brownell’s catalogue lists kits designed by champion
rifle competitor David Tubb, which include titanium and
aluminum/steel construction firing pins that weigh about
half of factory standard. They come with extra-strong
Wolff replacement mainsprings. The kits are available for
a large variety of popular bolt-action rifles.

These kits provide very fast locktime, and are popular
with silhouette shooters who require accuracy from the
offhand position. Bolt lift is increased, but for this purpose
speed of fire is not a priority. Extra-heavy “Blitzschnell”

mainsprings by Wolff are also available from

Brownell’s for a variety of bolt actions.
SCUMNS MAaGAZINE



Learn Tactical And Self Defense
From These Top Sellers

FIGHTING WITH FIREARMS FIGHTING ADVANCED FIGHTING WITH
by Sortord RGASNS  FIREARMS
In this video, noted firearms Andhy Sexnlord

"Bmﬂms instructor Andy Stanford teaches

real-worid skills needed to defend
yourself with a firearm. Stanford
has spent years analyzing combat
shooting methods. Leam instruction
in the best combat shooting
techniques and tactics for the
handgun, rifle and shotgun as well
as how to integrate gunfighting
with unarmed and edged weapon
skills to create a total closequarters

In this sequel to Fighting with
Firgarm 5, you leam the skills and
tactics that define today's state of
the art combat shooting. Leamn to
shoot on the move, Wweapon
transitions, low-light tactics,
handgun and shoulder weapon
retention, use of the shotgun as an
urban rifle, vehicle defense, and the
use of firearms as impact

$29.99 1em #9257 package. Color, 80 min. $39.95 item #028.0 ;’;ﬁ,?:;:ﬁﬁ:ﬁ f'lf;’ar"r‘n”lség’gn
VHS (LS. format only) VHS (LS. format only) 75 min,
FIGHT AT NIGHT THE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE
Andy Stanford Gabriel Suarez
This book covers a wide spectrum Leam how the auther and other
of high- and low-tech approaches big-city police officers maintain the
to reduced lighted scenanos. From tactical advantage when the bullets
simple flashlights and light mounts start flying, including how to search
to laser aimers and tritium sights. comers, doors and haliways; the
Leam how to employ these imple- proper use of cover and conceal-

ment; weapon retention and com-
bative countermeasures,; distance
intervals and close-quarters moves;
and much more. This book is for
anyone with an interest in personal

ments effectively in the dark -
including an in-depth treatment of
cutting-edge low-light tactics. The
L- , ' — hand to hand combat methods dis-
— cussed here provide maximum
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“I will never
be without an
electronic
scale again.
The time they
save and ease
of reading is
invaluable to
me.”

Digital powder dis-
penser and electronic
scale from PACT.

Electronic
Powder Scales

f all the chores in reloading, weighing powder
Ois the most critical. The unit of weight we use,

the grain, is a really small quantity (7,000
grains to one pound), so being able to accurately weigh
charges requires equipment that is capable of a high
degree of precision.

A little over ten years ago, the first electronic
reloading scale came on the market. They were an
adaptation of a scientific scale and came about because
someone saw its potential for handloaders. At around
$500, those first units were expensive, but the first
time I used one I was hooked.

The speed and convenience was, for me, worth
every penny. Notice that I didn’t say anything about
accuracy, for the electronic scales have the same plus
or minus .1 grain sensitivity that is found with good
beam balances.

Electronic Scales Today

The good news is prices have come down a lot, and
the utility of the scales has improved. All of these work
using a device called a strain gauge that is sensitive to
very small changes in weight... but it is also sensitive
to changes in temperature and humidity. This can
cause the zero to shift if we aren’t paying attention.

Any scale can get out of adjustment, but electronic
scales need an extra bit of TLC. That’s why it is best to
use them where temperatures are moderate and constant.

Over the years I have used quite a few different elec-
tronic scales and have
formed some pretty
strong opinions based
upon that experience.
First of these is that I
will never be without an
electronic scale again.
The time they save and
ease of reading is invalu-
able to me.

The second observa-
tion is you really have
to learn to live with the
scale and keep it happy.
Obviously it needs to be
in a clean, stable spot
and kept perfectly level.
Remember I said heat
affects accuracy. Even
the small amount gener-
ated by the solid state
electronic circuitry mat-

harles E Petty began his handloading career at the age of 15
ith the purchase of a used Lyman Tru-Line Jr. press. Forty-five
ears after lLoading that first 38 Special cartridge, Charlie
emarks, “It’s a Lot of fun

ters, and when you turn the scale on you need to wait
awhile — as much as 30 minutes — for it to reach
equilibrium and stop showing drift. My solution to that
is simply to never turn it off.

My typical use is probably different from most, but
I have not had good luck with battery powered units.
They are less expensive, but I found battery life to be
short. Unless you can get an AC converter, in the long
haul the cost of batteries can really add up.

The Handiest Feature?

Electronic scales have a “tare” feature that is a great
convenience. Tare is almost another word for “zero”
because when you hit the tare button the weight on the
pan is zeroed out and you can measure differences.

If you were sorting bullets by weight, all you’d
have to do is find one that weighs what you want and
then hit tare. From that point on the reading is going
to display a plus or minus difference from the stan-
dard weight.

Another helpful use of the tare function is when
we’re adjusting the powder measure on a progressive
loader. It’s difficult to try to drop a charge in the scale
pan, but all you have to do is tare out the weight of an
empty case and use it to catch the charge. Since the
weight of the case has been zeroed out, the reading is
going to be just the weight of the powder.

So, do you “need” an electronic scale? For the
majority of reloaders who use only a few powders and
have standardized loads I'd say the answer is
absolutely not. But for someone who loads a wide
variety of calibers and likes to try different loads, my
answer is the opposite. The time savings can be huge.
The electronic scale stabilizes within a second or so,
but even the best magnetic damping on a beam scale
takes many times longer.

And The Winner Is

Electronic scales are an excellent example of get-
ting what you pay for. It is rare for me to say some-
thing like this, but I’ve tried a lot of the scales on the
market and the hands down winners are the PACT
Digital Precision Powder Scale or the RCBS Powder
Pro Digital Scale. The only difference between them is
the color. Both are made by PACT, but they put the
RCBS product in a green case.

They are unfailingly accurate and stable. An added
attraction is that they can be coupled with the Digital
Powder Dispenser. With it, all you have to do is cali-
brate the dispenser for the powder you’re using and
then enter the desired charge weight via the keyboard.

Pushing the “dispense” button automatically
trickles the desired charge weight into the scale pan.
The two parts communicate via an IR interface, so the
scale tells the dispenser when to stop. For someone

who wants to weigh every charge this is a
great convenience. !5
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By Holt Bodinson

illy Sutton, the notorious and col-
orful safecracker of the 1950s, was
asked once why he robbed banks.
Willy responded, “Cause that’s
where the money’s at.” Safe makers
and safecrackers have been playing a
cat and mouse game since time immemorial, and for once,
we are the direct benefactors because firearm safes con-
tinue to get better and better.

In the gun world, gone are those beautiful glass door gun
cabinets that showcased so well the blued steel and oiled
walnut they contained. They have become the stuff of
antique shops.

It really is a shame. Having to lock away fine firearms
we delight so much in diminishes our sport and our pride
of ownership. I often hear a comment that runs some-
thing like, “Well, you know, I stuck that gun in the back
of the safe and I forgot all about it. I haven’t even fired
it in 10 years.”

New Reality

Unfortunately, times do change, and stout steel gun
safes are an important part of any gun owner’s home
today. They protect our firearms from theft and fire and
prevent misuse.

The better models cost as much as a quality firearm,
but they are worth every penny of it when you consider the
cost of replacing possibly irreplaceable firearms, or pre-
venting an accident. Or worse,

WwWww. SN S MAaGAZINE.COM

allowing the parasites of our society to arm themselves
illegally at our expense.

When gun safes first appeared on the market, they were
made of thin gauge sheet steel with rudimentary locks and
were so light you could move them around from room-to-
room by yourself.

Priced Right, And Easy To Place

Lightly built, foot locker-type gun safes are still avail-
able, but now they’re called “security cabinets.” Their
redeeming virtues are that they are inexpensive and when
properly secured to the floor or wall will provide some
degree of resistance if burgled.

The brands in this category most often seen in large dis-
count stores and advertised in mail catalogs are Homak and
Stack-On. Homak’s and Stack-On’s 8-gun cabinets, for
example, weigh 90 pounds and retail for between $150 and
$180. Need more space? Homak offers a 12-gun and Stack-
On, a 16-gun security cabinet that runs about $265 and
weighs 110 pounds.

These entry level security cabinets might offer addi-
tional advantages other than low cost. Where load bearing
qualities of the flooring is unknown, such as a second floor,
apartment, or manufactured home, or where the placement
of a heavy safe is physically impossible, these light weight
units may prove to be essential.

They can also be used as supplemental security cab-
inets to a primary safe for the storage of less valuable
firearms. An obvious use is for storing ammunition

safely under lock-and-key. Homak and Stack-On offer
a variety of security cabinets, safes, and pistol boxes
at various price points so check them out on the web.

Most Novel Safe In The Business

And speaking about safes to fit in difficult
spaces, Zanotti Armor offers a high quality hybrid
safe that is assembled at home from six inter-
locking panels. At the moment, Zanotti offers
five models that range in weight from 400 to
925 pounds and hold from 16 to 52 long guns.
The panels consist of a top, bottom, three side
walls and a door.

The panels are interlocked by 3/8 inch,
nickel-plated steel “L” shaped pins that slip
into steel tubing sections welded to the interior
surfaces of the panels. The slip fit is held to a
tolerance of .003 inch, and the safes are com-
pletely assembled and hand fitted at the factory
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Kl Quality safes like this Browning Platinum
model will last several lifetimes. B Wall
mounted-vaults like this Phoenix Riflelocker
are an alternative to a free standing gun safe.
EX Don't think small. It’s false economy to pur-
chase a too-small gun safe you'll outgrow in
short order. Don’t forget your safe is likely to

to insure the panels will align properly when
delivered.

The body is made from 1/8 inch and 3/16
inch steel; the door from 3/16 inch steel; the
locking bolts are 3/4 inch steel; and there is a
triple relocking system if the combination lock is
tampered with.

Shipped in three or four boxes from the fac-
tory, a Zanotti safe can be delivered and installed
without anyone knowing you have a safe.
Because their safes can readily be disassembled
and relocated, Mark Zanotti tells me that their
safes are very popular with law enforcement and
military personnel and gun owners whose jobs
require them to move often.

I asked Zanotti what the single heaviest panel
in their safe designs is. He indicated that the door
is always the heaviest component and weighs 110
pounds in their 16-gun, 400-pound model, and up
to 175 pounds in their 52-gun, 925-pound safe.
Zanotti models retail in the range of $1,000 to
$2,000. They have just created a Website and also
have a dealer network.

Stepping up to the security of a more traditional
safe, what features or characteristics should you be
looking for? In short, what makes a good safe?

Voice Of Experience

No one knows safes like a Certified Locksmith, so
I asked Scott Warren of Roadrunner Lock & Safe, the
largest gun safe dealer in Tucson, Ariz., how a con-
sumer should shop for a safe. Warren is a Liberty safe
dealer. Liberty, considered the number one
selling safe company in America, also manu-
facturers the National Security brand of gun
safes.

Whether a safe carries the Liberty,
National Security, Fort Knox, Browning,
Remington, Sportsman Steel, Zanotti, or
other name brand label, there are some basic
considerations and design characteristics
that a consumer should be aware of. In a cap-
sule, here’s what Warren emphasized.

Fire Damage Vs. Burglary

A safe should protect your firearms
from fire as much as from burglary. In fact
the more I think about it, the possibility of
fire damage probably exceeds that of bur-
glary in most homes. No safe is fire proof,
but a quality safe should provide resist-
ance to high temperatures for limited
periods of time.

On a national average, typical peak
temperatures in a home fire range
between 800 and 1,200 degrees
Fahrenheit, and the typical times for con-
taining a home fire average from 15 to 30
minutes. Paper chars at 405 degrees F
and most ratings are based on the amount
of time it takes the internal temperature
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be used to hold other valuables in addition to your
firearms. B0 Many safes, such as this Liberty, are as attrac-
tive and as beautifully finished as a fine piece of furniture. B
The more bolts, the bigger the bolts, and the more sides of
the door secured, the better. @ Among the most popular
Liberty safes are those furnished in this tough, but no frills
finish. They’re sometimes described as “garage safes.”

of a safe to reach 350 degrees F when exposed to an
external temperature of 1,200 degrees F.

Safes are tested and certified for fire resistance by two
independent laboratories — Omega Point Laboratories
(Omega) and Underwriters Laboratories (U.L.). At a min-
imum, a safe should provide 30 minutes of protection at a
house fire temperature of 1,200 degrees F.

Ratings are clearly expressed as 1200°/30 minutes,
1200°/45 minutes and so forth. Safes that have been inde-
pendently certified carry a label from Omega or U.L. clearly
stating the fire rating. Look for it.

Safe manufacturers use several methods of building fire
resistance into their safes. The most typical design uses one
or more layers and thicknesses of U.L rated fireboard in the
interior walls, ceiling and door. Sportsman Steel Safes adds
an additional layer of Pyro Ceramic.

The better quality safes also employ a fire seal around
the door frame that is heat resistant or heat activated. These
are important design characteristics to look for when shop-
ping for a safe. I have also known existing safe owners who
lined their bare-walled safes with dry-wall to provide a level
of fire resistance.

Burglary

No safe is burglar proof, but a safe will buy time —
time is what the average burglar doesn’t have. He wants
to break in, steal something of value, and get out as
quickly as possible.

Similar in concept to their independently certified fire
rating, Underwriters Laboratories issues a basic certification
for “Residential Security” units. To

gauges in the safe business:

10 gauge = 9/64 inches

11 gauge = 1/8 inches

12 gauge = 3/32 inches

The steel forming accomplished in the safe business is
impressive. For example, the whole body of Liberty’s safes,
including their top of the line models that have 3/16 inch
thick sidewalls, are fabricated from one piece of steel with
only the top and the bottom being welded on.

Sportsman Steel safes bend-form the body from 1/4 inch
steel. The advantage of this form of fabrication is that there
are no long vertical, welded seams holding the safe sides
together. In safes having welded and ground seams, burglars
can readily “pop and peel” the welds. Finally, more expen-
sive safes like Sportsman Steel can be ordered with double-
steel walls as well as a double-walled door.

The Locks

The locking system of a gun safe consists of a combination
lock, an operating handle, and an arrangement of gear- or cam-
operated locking bolts that secure the door to the safe body.

Sargent & Greenleaf dial or electronic locks dominate
the safe business and are used almost universally in both
economy and premium models. In some designs, the stan-
dard combination lock is supplemented by a direct key lock
that gives the owner immediate access to their safe.

Warren indicated that electronic locks are becoming
increasingly popular. Using a key-pad to punch in an
alpha-numeric code is much faster and more accurate
than spinning a combination dial back-and-forth. Also,
electronic locks can be self-illuminating so access in the
dark is facilitated.

achieve this basic seal of approval, safes
are drilled, hammered, punched, chis-
eled, pried and otherwise tampered with
in a professional manner.

A U.L seal for “Residential Security”
is another label worth looking for at the
time of purchasing a new safe, since it
says something about the quality of the
design and mechanics of the safe.

Almost all gun safes are pre-drilled to
permit owners to anchor them securely to
the floor so they can’t simply be carted
off in a robbery. Nevertheless, I asked
Scott Warren how heavy should a safe be
to forestall a burglar from lugging away
the whole kit and caboodle.

In his judgment, a safe weighing 750
pounds and probably loaded with an
additional 200 pounds of firearms should
be pretty secure.

Important Construction Points

The Steel

The more costly the safe, the thicker
the steel in the body and door. The steel
used in safes is designated by gauge or
fractions of an inch. Gauge measure-
ments are meaningless to most of us so
here are some approximate factional con-
version figures for the most popular
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All-Important Locking Bolts

Ideally, the safe door is locked to the safe
body by locking bolts extending from the
top, bottom and both sides of the door. The
size, number and location of locking bolts
varies with the quality (and cost) of the safe.

The less expensive safes may have one 3/4
inch diameter bolt on both sides of the door,

. while large premium models might have as

many as 26, 14 inch diameter bolts projecting
from the door locking all four sides. In short,
the more bolts, the bigger the bolts, and the
more sides of the door secured, the better.

Doors And Hinges

And speaking of doors, the door should
be recessed snugly into the body of the safe
to make the use of a pry bar essentially
impossible. Given the bolting arrangement
of quality modern safes, it doesn’t seem to
matter greatly whether the safe door has
internal or external hinges.

For example, in the comparable Liberty
and National Security lines, Liberty safes
feature internal hinges and National
Security, external. Remington safes sport
internal hinges, Browning and Sportsman
Steel safes, external.

Burglar Beaters

Quality safes offer some form of addi-
tional protection to prevent burglars from
easily drilling through the locking mecha-
nism to withdraw the bolts or to drill in from
the sides of the safe to punch the bolts out of
battery. These areas of the safe are routinely
reinforced with additional hardened steel
and various anti-drilling systems.

For example, the gear mechanism that
extends and retracts the locking bolts in the
premium quality Liberty safes is protected
by a hardened steel plate holding over 100
ball bearings. The ball bearings are there to
deflect and break drill bits. Other safe
designs make use of a hardened, angled
deflector plate to accomplish the same end.

The better guns safes are further pro-
tected by a relocking system. If the main
lock is punched, drilled or destroyed, one or

Installed, the |
Zanotti safe
belies the fact it
may be broken |
down into easily
carried sections.
It's a brilliant
design.

v
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Buy a safe with the future in mind. In short, unless you
never plan on buying another firearm, buy a bigger safe
than you need at this point in time. The additional space
can be used to secure other valuable possessions and
is there to serve your future firearm storage needs.

more hidden spring loaded pins are activated
that lock up the cam or gear mechanism
operating the locking bolts so that the bolts
cannot be retracted.

Finally, there are subtle levels of protec-
tion given to the door operating handle
itself. Imagine a burglar using a sledge
hammer on the operating handle to open the
safe. The locking handle of a Browning safe
features a shear pin that breaks if excessive
force is applied to the handle. Liberty incor-
porates a built-in clutch system that disen-
gages the handle.

Interiors And Finish

Buy a safe with the future in mind. In
short, unless you never plan on buying
another firearm, buy a bigger safe than you
need at this point in time. The additional
space can be used to secure other valuable
possessions and is there to serve your future
firearm storage needs.

If you live in a humid region of the country,
do check to see if the safe maker has incorpo-
rated a provision for wiring in a dehumidifier.

Every safe manufacturer offers a variety
of interiors. Choice is a matter of matching a
design to your needs. Unless you’re handy,
buy a factory interior.

Exterior finish is another option to
examine. You may be able to save some
money by going with a more simple finish.

Guarantees

Aside from short-term warranties on
combination and electronic locks, the better
safe manufacturers will fix or replace your
safe if there has been an attempted break-in,
an actual break-in, or a fire. That’s what I
would call faith in your product.

The Gun Vault And
Hidden Room Option

As an alternative to having a gun safe,
some homeowners have converted an
existing room into a secure gun repository
by adding a steel vault door and securing or
eliminating any outside windows. I have a
friend who even reinforced the ceiling of
such a room with sheet steel.

Safe-like vault doors pre-hung on hard-
ened steel frames are readily available from
the major safe manufacturers. Fort Knox,
Sportsman Steel Safes and Browning feature
them in their catalogs.

Smaller, handgun and rifle size, gun
vault units are available that can be

installed in a wall or otherwise secured.
The Phoenix and GunVault companies
supply affordable, quick access electronic
vaults that are popular with law enforce-
ment and homeowners alike.

The ultimate deception and one of the
most unique answers to potential theft is the
creation of a hidden gun room in a house.
The possibilities are endless, particularly
when a new home is being built.

Cost

As Locksmith Scott Warren pointed out,
it doesn’t make much sense to put $10,000
worth of firearms in a $200 safe. Buy the
very best you can afford. A quality safe will

last several lifetimes. ,
u‘l
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Browning
[B00O] 333-3288
www.browning.com

Fort Knox
[800] 821-5216
www. ftknox.com

GunVault
[623] 445-0308
www.gunvault.com

Liberty Safes
National Security Safes
[800] 247-5625
www.libertysafe.com

Phoenix USA (Gunlocker)
[B00] 894-4858
www.gunlocker.com

Remington
[800] 243-9700
WWWw.remington.com

Sportsman Steel Safes

[800] 266-7150

www.sportsmansteelsafes.com
Zanotti Armor
[319] 232-9650
www.zanattiarmor.com

Homak www.homak.com

Stack-On www.stack-on.com
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Charles E. Petty Ichiro Nagata

ticularly accurate cartridge. Further, I've found most 9mm pistols aren’t
capable of utilizing what little accuracy the 9x19 seemed to possess.

To a degree, this is still true, but within the last couple of years a few guns
have crossed my path that showed me that some Nines can indeed shoot. All
of these were seriously customized, and with them I also found some factory
ammo that was pretty good too. There are a couple of match loads that do
shoot quite well and, surprisingly, some standard hollowpoint and ball loads
w W aren’t too shabby either.

- There’s another incentive to find accurate 9mm pistols. Competitive events
such as IDPA, PPC and some speed matches do not look down on the 9mm.
After all, the cartridge is widely used in both law enforcement and personal
defense, so maybe it’s worth a more serious look.

For quite a few years, I’ve held the opinion that the 9mm Luger is not a par-

continued on page 46 v
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ACCURACY TEST RESULTS
Load | Velocity | 1 | 2 | 3 |Avg.

Average For All Loads:

Accuracy results are 10 shot groups at 25 yards from Ransom rest.
Velocity is the instrumental average of 30 rounds as measured by a
PACT Professional chronograph.
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A Visit To
| o5 [3caer Custom

13y Charles Petty
GUNS Magazine visits Les Baer Custom and finds the
secret to great guns is still carefull hand work.




he miracles of modern manufacturing methods
have made it possible to produce Government
Model pistols that are far superior to those of
days gone by. And this fact has led to a wide-
spread misunderstanding about the guns that
come from Les Baer.

Most people, myself included, think of his guns as
“semi-custom,” where production parts are tweaked to get
better fit and accuracy.

We couldn’t have been more wrong.

I knew this almost from the minute I walked through the
door of his shop in Hillsdale, Ill. It was like nothing I
expected. I thought I’d see lots of machines. Instead I saw
lots of files. Yep, those hand-operated things that cut metal.

It was a throwback to the Air Force shop where I trained
over 40 years ago. The facility is filled with workbenches
bearing tool boxes loaded with files, stones, scrapers and
reamers. All these tools are operated not by air or electricity
but by the hands of somebody who knows how to use them.

Building A Baer

Let me tell you how the system works.
Baer operates in a constant backorder situation, but the
wait for one of his pistols is considerably less than we have

continued on page 45
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Kl Contrary to myth, Les Baer pistols are built by hand, one-at-a-time, the right way.
Here you see a number of critical operations being performed, including cutting the

lower lugs of the barrel by hand. B Les Baer test fires every single pistol before it
leaves the facility. This is an impressive level of personal involvement. For a manu-
facturer, this is the ultimate in quality control.
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continued from page 40

The Need For An Accurate Pistol

To learn what this cartridge is capable
of, you need a pistol of proven accuracy.
So when the idea of giving a more serious
look at the capability of the 9mm cartridge
began to take shape, the first thing I did
was to order a Les Baer Premier II pistol in
9mm. Of course, good things take time, but
eventually, the pistol arrived. It was well
worth the wait.

I did not ask for anything beyond the
basic Premier II package. Les Baer 1911s
are famous for their precise tolerances,
and my sample is accurized to the hilt,
with not even a hint of play in the slide to
frame fit. We know that the most critical
element of an accuracy job is the way the
bottom barrel lugs ride over the slide stop
pin. This is the place to look for good —
or shoddy — work.

You want to see even rub marks on both
feet and the corresponding area of the slide
stop pin. It seems to me this is one of the
more difficult parts of the accuracy job,
because there are so many custom “accur-
ized” pistols around which show poor fit-
ting in this area. Those ’smiths should go
take some lessons from Baer, as I've yet to
see one of his guns that didn’t have a well-
fitted barrel.

And the really neat part of this is the
lugs are cut without the aid of precision
milling machines and the like. In Les
Baer’s shop they use a store bought lug
cutter and finish the job by hand — with
files and emery cloth. The outside of the
Premier II is just as good. It has a brightly
polished blue finish, flawless checkering,
adjustable sights and a wonderfully crisp
4-pound, 3-ounce trigger pull.

QOut Of The Box

Every new Baer-built pistol I examine
appears to be fit so tightly it can’t possibly
function, but then it always does. This one
was no exception. My normal routine is to
shoot 50 to 100 rounds through a gun
before it goes to the Ransom Rest, so the
new Premier II got 100 rounds of assorted
ammunition followed by a thorough
cleaning and inspection.

Because of the initial tightness of the pistol
I chose to — over a period of several weeks
— shoot it another 500 rounds prior to
serious testing. I did this by handing a
buddy a box of ammo and a couple of mag-
azines. What I accomplished in addition to
fully breaking-in the pistol was to have
three guys who really want this gun in addi-
tion to myself.

An unexpected conse-
tjuence of all this
shooting is a new

respect for the 9mm

Luger cartridge. While

my initial reservations

about the accuracy of
service pistols is
unchanged, the cartridge
has the potential for
serious accuracy.

Problem Solved

Returning to the Ransom Rest, the ben-
efit of the additional shooting was immedi-
ately obvious. There were still a few first
shot flyers, however, the incidence was dra-
matically reduced. While the “first shot out”
effect may be a forever thing with guns that
are not tightly fitted, this isn’t the case here.
All it required was more shooting. Yeah I
know... what a pity.

An unexpected consequence of all this
shooting is a new respect for the 9mm Luger
cartridge. While my initial reservations
about the accuracy of service pistols is
unchanged, the cartridge has the potential
for serious accuracy when the right load is
plugged into a proven-accurate pistol such
as the Baer Premier II.

In addition, when not striving for ulti-
mate accuracy, the 9mm Premier II is a
pleasure to shoot. The moderate recoil of the

9x19 cartridge in a frame that fits my hand
like a comfortable old glove makes it pos-
sible to shoot well and quickly. And with
that potential comes another bonus... it’s a

whole bunch of fun to shoot.
™
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Les Baer Custom
[309] 658-2716
www.lesbaer.com

Earn an,Hssociate
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egree in 14 opt First Shot Out Syndrome
« T500.

Shop Nothing out of the ordinary was seen.
L™ But in the Ransom Rest, the gun exhibited
the common trait of putting the first shot
from the magazine out of the group. This
effect is well documented and happens
because the gun does not go into battery
the same way when you load manually as it
does during the firing cycle. In this case,
almost every first shot went high by half an
inch to an inch.

This tells me the barrel is not going up
into the slide as much for that first shot.
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erans Educatio

“Not a Home-Study course.”

Training Gunsmiths Since 1947 - Farrier Couzses

Colorado School of Trades

call or write 1515 Hoyt St. GM , Lakewood, CO 80215 i
1-800-234-4594 In Colorado 303-233-4697
www.schooloftrades.com
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continued from page 45

grown used to. When an order reaches the
top of the pile, all of the parts needed to
build that gun are placed in a tray holding
eight guns.

The tray fits comfortably atop a rolling
cart where it will remain until it’s fin-
ished. From the stock room, it goes into
the shop where it will move from one
bench to the next until every operation is
completed. But I'm getting a bit ahead of
myself, for the parts that go into the tray
need some explanation.

The guns from Les Baer are not simply
accurized pistols that someone else made.
Every component that goes into the gun is
either manufactured by Baer or made to his
specifications by a vendor, often with molds
or tooling owned by Baer.

At first, frames and slides were provided
by a vendor, but in 1993 Baer purchased a
machine shop in his home town of
Allentown, Pa., and by mid '94 he was
making those too. The shop has grown to
occupy 28,000 square feet and holds 16
CNC machine centers.

The Foundation —
Frame To Slide Fit

The building of a gun begins with the
fitting of slide to frame. As they come into
the shop these two parts won’t go together
at all. Using a gauge, a few thousandths is
removed from the frame rails until the
slide just begins to fit onto the frame. It is
then lapped the rest of the way to a
smooth, snug fit with no horizontal or ver-
tical movement.

Another area of careful hand work is the
front strap checkering. The frames come in
with the checkering started by a machine,
but the 30 Ipi pattern is completed by hand.
The next step involves the external fitting of
the safety, beavertail and mainspring
housing. These parts are blended to the
frame by polishing as needed.

The barrel and how it is fitted is the
heart and soul of any accurate Govt.
Model pistol. Baer’s barrels are made by
Kart — although they’re marked Baer —
and are beautifully made. During my gun-
smithing days it took a long time to fit a
barrel due to the differences in dimensions
from one part to another.

Starting with beautifully uniform compo-
nents, barrel fitting at the Les Baer shop
goes much faster... although the task is no
less demanding.

“Best On The Market”

Kart makes these barrels to Baer’s speci-
fication, but uses his own proprietary rifling
design. “I’ve been buying barrels from Kart
since 1976,” said Baer, “and he makes the
best pistol barrel on the market.”

There are multiple steps to fitting the
barrel. The bushing will not even think of
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starting onto the barrel so it is reamed to a
preset dimension. Then the bushing is fitted
to the slide.

In my opinion, the fit of bushing to
slide on the Baer guns is, if anything, too
tight. A bushing wrench is positively
mandatory and it had best not be flimsy
plastic. Baer wisely includes a good one
with his pistols.

The next step in barrel fitting is to cut the
headspace extension for both width and
length, so that it fits the slide with little or no
space. That done, the bottom lugs are cut
with a standard hand-rotated cutter which
leaves the fit impossibly tight.

From this point the final fit is achieved
by hand — file and try... file and try — until
it is just right. The last bit is done by gentle
polishing of both the lugs and slide stop.
This is exactly how I was taught to do it all
those years ago.

Next, the sights are installed and a final
polish is done to blend all the edges, such
as fitting the back of the extractor and
ejector flush with the slide. From there, it’s
off to finishing.

“The demand is much too
heavy for Les Baer him-
self to build guns any-
more, hut he personally
test-fires each and every
one — sometimes as
much as 100 rounds.”

Finishing Touches

Blueing is done on-site, but plating and
Baercoat®, (a durable, self-lubricating
finish) are done by vendors.

When the nearly completed pistol comes
back from finishing, the internal fitting of
the beavertail and thumb safety is done, the
barrel ramp is polished, everything is
checked out and the trigger job is finished.

The demand is much too heavy for Les
Baer himself to build guns anymore, but
he personally test-fires each and every one
— sometimes as much as 100 rounds.
After this they are cleaned, inspected once
more, drenched in Break-Free™ and sent
off to the customer.

‘When all is said and done, over 40 man
hours of labor are involved in every pistol.

Over quite a few years I have tested a
number of Baer pistols and examined
dozens more belonging to friends, or
which were found in gun shop showcases.
The thing that impresses me most is the
consistent quality of the work. Baer bris-
tled when, at the start of my visit, I
referred to his guns as, “semi-custom.”
There is nothing semi about them.

Some Thoughts On Value

Forgive me for a moment of editorial
opinion that is mine... and mine alone. It
really wasn’t all that long ago that you could
buy a nice used Colt Government Model for
$50. In 1965 T charged $100 to completely
accurize the gun, including a set of Bomar
sights. I wasn’t alone back then, that was
simply the going rate.

And the guns most of us did back then
would shoot every bit as well as one for
which, today, you might pay more than 20
times as much. When I hear of someone
charging thousands of dollars above the
basic cost of the gun, I want to say bad
words.

There may come a time when someone’s
work is that valuable but I don’t think we’ve
gotten there just yet. Maybe for a fine
engraver and lots of gold, but not for a basic
accuracy job that is — let’s be real here —
unchanged from the principles set down in
the 1950s.

I consider myself a pretty good judge of
craftsmanship and my job gives me the
chance to examine lots of custom guns.
Sometimes what I see is disappointing.

Looking Past The Shine

The important points I look for are not
visible from the outside. You’ve got to field
strip the gun to see them. I want to see the
bottom barrel lugs cut to provide full and
even contact with the slide stop pin.

The headspace extension on the barrel
should fit the slide with little or no daylight
visible, and the bushing fit between slide
and barrel must provide the correct forward
lockup. Some of the most expensive pistols
I’ve seen suffer in these areas, however
lovely they may be on the outside.

Right now, I bet that some of you are
making the analogy of the Beemer and the
Bug. Both will get you from point A to point
B, but there is a difference in how they do
so. The thing doesn’t hold up with guns
though. Sure leather seats and oodles of
horsepower cost more but where do we find
something comparable in this pistol.

To be certain, there’s some “eyewash”
common to both (leather seats or ivory grips
for example), but neither of those improve
the utility of the product at all. They look
nice and cost more but beyond that do
nothing better than less expensive options.

When we talk about custom pistols
there’s no such thing as list price, but all the
good ’smiths have packages that have the
same features. Here we can compare apples
and apples.

The bottom line is I find Baer’s prices to
be middle-of-the-road and sometimes even a
little low. But you won’t find anything low
or middle about the workmanship and per-
formance of these guns. They’re not cheap.

But at least here, you get what you
pay for. l!i
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low crawled another few feet through the field and
then paused. I could say that I was checking my bear-
ings, or perhaps that I was listening, but truth be
known I was trying to catch my breath. Even though
it was a cold November day in N.H., and I was wet
from crawling through a marsh, I was sweating so bad my
glasses had fogged over.
I was hot, wet, tired and basically blind. I took a
couple deep breathes and then removed my glasses and
- tried to wipe them clear. Putting them back on I ever so
slowly turned my head and checked my mud encrusted
W sniper rifle, a Sako TRG-22, lying next to me. She was

; M a rk Sm a n filthy, but good to go.
My objective, a treeline, was only 15 to 20 feet away.
N ,ﬁ\ The field I was in was under constant observation, and
while my ghillie suit made me almost invisible as long as I
\ ﬁn hse ru E r c D u rse remained still, I had to move sooner or later — and it’s
motion that most often gives you away.
Ly L ] l- T
\ f n u r p u I 't I c a I Iv Temporary Security

f o Ever so slowly, I slid myself forward inch by inch. As
l EE— soon as I entered the thick cover of the treeline, I breathed
a sigh of relief. Whereas I had felt naked and exposed
c u r re c w u r s crossing the open field, here in the woods I felt relatively
secure and almost invisible. After catching my breath I
slowly rose up behind a tree and had a look. Two trucks

were parked less than 150 yards away. In the back of one
- r' was an observer scanning the field I had just crossed, the
o

gt treeline, and the ground before me, with a set of Steiners.

Along with him was my target.

] ' SI m I Sa As I took in the situation, the observer turned and
- seemed to stare directly at me. My heart skipped a beat

and I slowly slid back down out of view. I had two

' : N 5 options, take the shot from here, or try to move closer.
# ;3 S “ I e r After a brief brainstorming session I decided to get closer.
. ! l\ oo Within a few moments I was back in the field, inching

along towards my target.
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P | lakes a look at SIG Arm o |
Advanced Tactical Marksman Observer csaﬂﬁsagemyf ’

Fatal Decision

It was a decision I would hve' to regret. With only'70 yards 8 - . —— T P e =
of open field separating us and time running out, I kicked the
safety off my Sako, rose up enough to engage my target, and
fired. While my shot, a blank round, would have taken out my
target, I was immediately spotted and “eliminated.”

An instructor walked over to me, talking on his radio as
he laughed and said, “Man, Dave, they had no idea you were
there, but I think they called in mortars on you when you
rose up for that shot!” Yes, I had blown it.

As I walked over to join a group of my fellow students
who had either completed the exercise or been eliminated, I
thought about the mistake I had made. I had passed up a shot
to try to get closer, and in doing so had been eliminated. It
was a lesson learned. Luckily though, that’s why I had come
to SIGARMS Academy, to learn.

I was at SIGARMS Academy attending an Advanced
Tactical Marksman Observer course — four politically correct
words today required to simply say “sniper.” A five-day law
enforcement only course not offered to civilians, it’s designed to

take the police marksman to the next level of proficiency. i Iﬁ-‘
. . . e E
Preparing For The Unthinkable B g o e — e
: i S —
I have the utmost respect for designated police oy | F ¥ . = * = -
marksmen. They are a special breed who face a daunting .-l‘ i ¥
task. It’s not politically correct to speak openly of such i i} LISt
things, but the hard truth is this: If a police marksman is i 1
Right: Knowing how a bullet is likely to perform against an
intermediate barrier, such as glass, is vital knowledge for the —
designated marksman. -
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given the green light on a callout, he must instantly be able
to make a surgically precise shot.

It must be accomplished no matter how far he has just
run with all his gear, how hard his heart is pounding, how
bad the environmental conditions, and despite the fact
that his target is moving or partially obscured by an inno-
cent hostage.

Not only must he be able to make the shot, but he must
do it under the pressure of knowing a miss means innocents
will surely die. And he must do it while looking through
high-powered optics at the face of the living, breathing
human being he is about to kill.

If all of this wasn’t sobering enough, he must make this
perfect shot every time without fail. This is the reality of the
police marksman, the last recourse when lives are on the
line and there are no other options.

World Class Training

The officer who accepts this staggering responsibility
deserves the absolute best training available. While there
are many fine firearm schools out there, one school in par-
ticular has set the pace for such instruction. This school is
SIGARMS Academy.

In operation for over 10 years, SIGARMS Academy has
gained a well-deserved reputation for being one of the top
training facilities in the country.

Located in rural Epping, N.H., the Academy sits on over
100 acres and is home to a wide range of courses. Whether
you’re looking to learn how to safely carry and effectively
deploy a folding knife, handgun, defensive carbine, preci-
sion rifle, learn of the legalities of self defense, or even
counter car-jacking skills, SIGARMS Academy is your one
stop training facility.

I have attended many of their courses in the past and
have always been impressed. So my partner, Rob Silvers,
and I attended their ATMO course to get a first hand look at
what they have to offer the police marksman.

El Thorough knowledge requires testing against many
types of glass, at different angles and with varying dis-
tances between the glass and the target. B The SIG
Academy range offers lots of space to accommodate
riflemen and their gear. EX Shooter and observer train in
rooftop deployment. B Stealthy, undetected approach
through wooded country may be an unlikely requirement
for an officer from an urban department, but it must be
trained for nevertheless. B Paper targets unmercifully
record shot placement. Simply hitting the target is not
good enough. Correct placement is vital.
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Dream Facility

The Academy itself is new, well designed,
and ever expanding, allowing training both
indoors and out. Easy to find and with lodging
and food conveniently located nearby, it’s an
excellent school with a very professional staff.
The main building houses the school’s offices,
a large classroom, eating area, and an indoor
range facility.

The classroom is equipped with modern
teaching aids to better illustrate any points
being made as well as a good old-fashioned
chalk board. Their indoor range is set up for
non-toxic frangible ammunition which
allows shooting on steel plates as close as
yards with no danger.

Indoor-Outdoor Shooting

The indoor range can also double as a
large classroom. A separate area is set up for
weapons maintenance, with all the required
gear on hand. Next to this is a strong room
where students can safely store their
firearms after hours.

In September 1999, the Academy
opened a 300 meter rifle range, thus
increasing their training options. This
range features both paper and steel targets,
with movers to be added. The range can
handle 16 shooters with all their gear
sprawled out very comfortably, and up to
32 shooters by closing it up.

In addition to the known-distance range,
the large acreage available allows stalking
exercises and a “Steel Plate Hunt” to be per-
formed. Plus they have an “Area-51" where
you can literally shoot 360 degrees, having
to spot and engage targets in all directions.

Excellent use of space enhances the training
and raises the challenge for rifle students.
Being situated in Northern New England, one
can train in four very different seasons, and see
the affect on your zero and gear.

On my first visit to the facility there
was a raging blizzard, and on another trip,
our instructor was harping on us about our
water intake so there’d be no heat casual-
ties. Their latest addition has been a shoot
house. This of course allows a variety of
training options for both individual and
team scenarios.

Voice Of Experience

An impressive European name and a
fine facility does not make a noteworthy
school — it’s the staff that’s the key. John
Peterson III, their Senior Firearms
Instructor, is a former Special Forces
Sniper/Observer Instructor and therefore
very familiar with the Art of the Rifle.
Down to earth and friendly, Peterson is a
professional’s professional. Unlike many
though, he has no ego and has little use for
anyone who does. Instead he is utterly
devoted to his students.

Peterson was our instructor, and Rob
Silvers and I quickly earned the nickname
“Team Euro” from him. This was due to
our choices in sniper rifles. Silvers
brought an Accuracy International AWP
topped with a Schmidt und Bender scope.
I chose a Sako TRG-22 with a 2.5-10x42
[.O.R. Tactical scope.

In addition to the Sako, my equipment
consisted of a Glock G23, web gear, cam-
mies, ghillie-suit, Bushnell Yardage Pro
1,000, Mil-Dot Master, Meopta HA 70 spot-
ting scope, 1.O.R. 8x30 binocular, GPS,
Lahti rifle rest on a cammied camera tripod,
500 rounds of 175 grain Black Hills Match,
face paint, log book, knee pads, rain gear,
and other assorted items.

It takes a lot of gear to be prepared to make
the best of a learning opportunity such as this.

Hitting The High-Points

Now I will be blunt. This was a five day,
60+ hour, in-depth course. I'll only be able
to touch on the high points of the experience
in this article. The course was taught in a
systematic method where every segment
was built, and interfaced with, the previ-
ously taught subject.

Throughout the course, students had to take
what they had learned and properly apply it to
overcome various challenges. It was
demanding, both mentally and physically, as
well as requiring superior marksmanship skills.
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Our class was composed of police
marksmen from around the New England
area and Canada. They were a great bunch of
guys to train with, professional to the core,
and serious about improving their skills.
This was good as Peterson wasted no time,
and the course started promptly in the class-
room on the first day.

As the employment of sniper/observers,
their missions and applications, authority
to engage and rules of engagement were
covered, many a good point was driven
home. Ed Gross from Crosshairs Inc., was
brought in to speak, and he made the point
there is no ‘“average” range for police
sniper engagements. While 60 to 75 yards
is often quoted, the truth is there is no
“average” shot. Designated marksmen
must be prepared to take a shot from 25 to
well over 300 yards.

Gross went on to give a sniper critical
incident presentation. This covered actual
shootings (with video and narrative of them),
incident debriefs, and the lessons learned.
The video footage was graphic, and bluntly
illustrated what being a sniper entailed.

Gross then went on to debunk the fallacy
of “Tactical Disarmament.” This is
attempting to shoot the weapon out of the
hand of an individual. This flawed tactic
became popular after a widely televised inci-
dent in the Midwest. However, in several
other incidents that were not televised, this
tactic resulted in tragedy.

From the classroom we headed to the
range and immediately got to work. We
began by checking our zeros, doing various
scope adjustment exercises, and then
shooting in increments from 25 to 300 yards
to determine our bullet drop.

First Shots Fired

We began the second day back in the
classroom covering the principles of
observation and target detection. Then
moving to the range, we checked our cold
bore shot and got to work. It was cold,
about 30 degrees, and nasty out, but we
were glad to be out of the classroom
busting caps.

Here we brushed up on the basic shooting
positions — firing from the Hawkins posi-
tion, unsupported prone, sitting, seated,
kneeling, and Olympic offthand on paper and
at steel. Then things began to get more
serious and we went through tactical
shooting exercises intended to induce stress.

As an example, we had to sprint 100
yards to our rifles and fire 5 shots from the
prone at a l-inch dot on a face target 100
yards away, all timed and in competition
with one another. While I was the slowest
runner, I managed to catch up once behind
my rifle, and finished first, with five rounds
into less than 7/8 inch.

The next course of fire forced the
sniper to shoot from a variety of difficult

positions. Then it was shooting on steel
silhouettes at unknown distances, timed
and under stress, from 75 to 325 yards.
Oh, by the way, head shots only please.
This required the shooter to both be able to
accurately judge distance (no laser
rangefinders allowed) and know their
bullet’s trajectory.

Shoot / No-Shoot Training

Later, we did live fire utilizing the CAPS
IIT video simulator technology. This plays a
life-size movie with multiple critical inci-
dents onto a canvas screen in front of a
bullet trap. The snipers, paired in teams,
were located in urban and rural hides and
contacted by radio.

The teams would then have to make a
decision on these highly realistic and diffi-
cult incidents if and when to take a shot. At
the sound of the gunshot, the video automat-
ically froze and the shot was checked in the
screen and assessed.

This allowed the snipers to watch real
moving people (via video) through their rifle
scopes from an actual hide and, if required,
take a shot. They were then able to see
exactly the result of their shot. It was excel-
lent training.

Day three found us covering range esti-
mation techniques and technology, and
doing rural range estimation exercises and
fieldcraft exercises. We then were back on
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In this book, Patrick Sweeny provides the first in-depth
look at the Model 1911 in all its forms, complete with
information on ammunition, after-market parts and
performance testing of semi-custom guns. This book
shows you what the 1911 is and what it can become. If
you own a 1911 now or have ever considered buying
one, this book is for you.
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the range doing position shooting followed
by an urban sniping course of fire.

Becoming One With The Earth

At this point, it was back in the field,
where we did a rural stalk in full ghillie.
Here we had to stalk to within 125 yards of
our target undetected, fire a blank round, and
still remain undetected to high powered
optics. It was dark by the end of the stalk but
our day was far from done.

We grabbed some food and then engaged
in judgmental/threat-identification training
with live fire via the CAPS III system. This
was again great training. Sound like a full
day? We weren’t done yet.

Hustling back to the 300 meter range, we
fired on steel via night optics. We also
employed artificial illumination and worked
on tactical countdowns and coordinated fire.
We did a lot with night vision devices and
finally called it a night around 11:30 p.m.

Day four found us in the classroom
learning how to prepare, plan and conduct
for engagement through intermediate bar-
riers. After extensive instruction, we
headed to the range for live fire. During
this phase of training we engaged targets
through a variety of commonly encoun-
tered glass types.

These included common home-window
glass, security glass, and skyscraper glass. In
addition, we also engaged Threat Level IV
body armor inserts. During this testing we
fired a multitude of different loads and bullet
types and gauged their effectiveness. All stu-
dents found the results most interesting.

Shooting For Record

We then shot an urban sniping course for
record. This involved engaging a reduced
size face target with two shots from various
difficult positions. Two man teams had to
navigate from position to position and make
their shots as best they could while under a
time limit. It was interesting to note the
fastest and most experienced shooters often
shot off a pack rather than a bipod.

The next challenge involved an extensive
rural stalk by two man teams. The mission
was thoroughly planned; we were given pic-
tures of our targets and maps before being
dropped off. We then had to stalk undetected
to our objective, locate our targets, prepare a
hide, and gather intel on the area.

Pistol Work Too

Each team had to then engage their pri-
mary targets and then egress while engaging
secondary targets with their sidearms. This
really showed the importance of teamwork,
good tactics, and the need for quality optics
and gear.

The last day culminated with the Final
Exam. This was a timed course of fire that
forced the sniper to put into practice every-
thing he had learned. It was both physically
and mentally demanding.

The event was timed and you had to
hustle, yet you were required to approach
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each firing position tactically. I won’t go into
detail, but can say that it entails everything
from climbing onto roofs, shooting through
windows, under obstacles, and much more.

Final Assessment

In the end, I came away very impressed by
John Peterson’s sniper course. Peterson is an
excellent teacher who made the absolute most
of the terrain and equipment at his disposal.

His adjuncts, Sergeant Ed Gross, Officer
John Grasso, and especially Sergeant Mike
Tkac did a superlative job. The students
were all impressed by the quality of the
instruction and training, and I noticed some
real improvements made during the 5 days.
For the individual officer or department
looking for superior training, I suggest con-
sidering SIGARMS Academy.

Peterson is now working as an adjunct
instructor on the staff of a number of dif-
[erent training companies and serving on the
Executive Board of the American Sniper
Association, www.americansniper.org, and
the  International  Association  for
Counterterrorism & Security Professionals,
www.iascp.com. He can be reached at

Jjmpeterson@keepandbeararms.com
™
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

SIGARMS Academy
[603] 772-2302 x-192
www.sigarmsacademy.com

Allison Tool
(Pathfinder Ballistic Chart)
[303] 355-5356

Beretta U.S.A. Corp.
(Sako TRG-22 Sniper Rifles and
Accessories)

[301] 283-2191

Black Hills Ammunition
[605] 348-5150

Bushnell
(Yardage Pro 1000 Laser
Rangefinder)

[800] 423-3537

1.0.R.Valdada
(Precision European Optics)
[970] 879-2983

KUSA
(Quality Ghillie Suits)
[423] 870-3345

Lahti Company
(Lahti Rifle Rest for Camera Tripods)
[888] 620-3366

Mildot Enterprises
(Mildot Master)
(505) 565-0760
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CYLINDER & SLIDE,

www.cylinder-slide.com
A True Custom Shop

CA&S specialises in customising Colt, Ruger, Smith & Wesson revolvers,
Walther, Beretta, Sig, Glock, 1911 and Hi-Power semi-autos to YOUR

DUNK-KIT®

specifications. The fast,
Cylinder & Slide Web Site easy way

The C&S website offers complete information on all custom work, photos :'olc:]e?n '

and specifications on complete guns, a technical information section as a;uu:lg::: e

well as all our handguns/products with a secure shopping cart.

Cylinder & Slide Catalog
Not on-line yet, our fully illustrated catalog is full of technical information
and all the high quality C&S parts and accessories is still available. Order
the C&S catalog for only $4.00 by calling 800-448-1713.
P.0. Box 937GA Fremont, NE 68026 -- www.cylinder-slide.com
Ph: 402-721-4277 * Fax: 402-721-0263 * ORDER LINE: 1-800-448-1713

3/4 gal. - $34.95
1 3/4 Gal. - $52.95 (Pictured)
4-gal. size - $99.95
Freight Free in Continental US
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LEVERGUN LOADS
530-50 WINCHESTER

Taffin shares a host of good loads for one of our
most-used, but least-praised rifle cartridges.

= BY JOHN TAFFIN

was recently taken to task by an individual on my
Website (www.sixguns.com). He accused me of being
intolerant, and further suggested there is a whole new
world out there I need to see. I freely admit to being
intolerant. One of the major problems with our world
today is we are overloaded with tolerance. I'll stay
intolerant, thank you.

I’ve also seen the “new world” and I don’t like it all
that much. Daytime television is part of this new world, and
I have found if I want a break in the middle of the day, the
only way to enjoy television is to plug in a videotape —
preferably a classic western movie.

I learned this lesson when I surveyed the current content

JdJaNUJaRY 2003
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of daytime television programming, which seems to consist
mainly of two types of shows. The first are the infamous
infomercials (does anybody really watch these things?), and
the second, which are loosely referred to as “talk” shows
(how can anybody watch these things?).

When I was a kid in a galaxy long ago and far, far away,
I actually had parents who felt it was their duty to teach me
certain things. One of those had to do with talk. There were
certain things that were not discussed in polite company,
and other things that were never discussed at all.

All such barriers are down on daytime TV. No subject
is taboo, and there is no subject so gross, so obnoxious,
so embarrassing, it cannot be paraded in front of
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LEVERGUN LOADS: .30-30 WINCHESTER

(For use only in modern .30-30 rifles in excellent condition)
Test Rifle: Marlin 336 Cowboy 24 inch Barrel

Left: Truly deserving of the label Classic, this Winchester

Saddle Ring Carbine dates back to the first decade of the -
. ’ , Bullet Load Velocity Group
ggi’v’bg;’}g’rﬂs"hﬁfg'g”'cagt’lfu/;zgd to beat the Marlin 336 Oregon Trail 170 gr. FNGC 15.0 gr. H4227 1,557
) Oregon Trail 170 gr. FNGC 17.0 gr. #2400 1,862 1"

everyone. It seems to me that most of us would want to regon ru A ' ' ‘
hide these things if they occurred in our family. Perhaps, bl ' =
the participants are a different species. Oregon Trail 170 gr. FNGC 20.0 gr. XMP5744

RCBS #30-180FN 13.0 gr. XMP5744 1,241 1%"
. RCBS #30-180FN 18.0 gr. XMP5744 _1 654
, y
Tahoo Subject? JACKETED BULLET LOADS
Certainly, shooters like to talk. We love to talk about our Bullet
guns, about hunting, about shooting, just about anything and Sierra 125 gr. FPHP 33.0 gr. H4895

everything connected with firearms. Except one. In polite Sierra 125 gr. FPHP 35.0 gr. H4895 2,356 A
company it seems that the .30-30 Winchester cartridge is a Sierra 125 gr. FPHP 31.0 gr. H322 2,376
(00 SToRst, o Sierra 125 gr. FPHP 33.0 gr. H322 2,613 1"
It’s rare to find anyone who will admit they shoot one, Sierra 125 gr. FPHP 33.0 gr. H335 2 491
to find is someone who will admit they actually reload for iaccafla g SEEHE: g L 2 s
the .30-30. After all, for years we’ve been told by several Ly U L ST TR & U

let alone own a rifle chambered in .30-30, and even harder
different experts that the .30-30 is a difficult cartridge for Hornady 150 gr. RN 33.0 gr. H4835 2,094 17

the reloader. Hornady 150 gr. RN 29.0 gr. H322 2,181
What are the facts? Both Marlin and Winchester have Hornady 150 gr. RN 31.0 gr. H335 2,178 1/2"

been producing .30-30 leverguns for more than 100 years, Speer 150 gr. FN 27.0 gr. Reloder 7| 2,208

millions of them in fact. This means either one person has Speer 150 gr. FN 29.0 gr. Reloder 7 2,330 1%
stockpiled all these leverguns in a huge warehouse, or a lot Speer 150 gr. FN 29.0 gr. H322 2,194
of people have purchased and continue to purchase .30-30s Speer 150 gr. FN 31.0 gr. H322 2,335 1%"
without talking about it. _ Winchester 150 gr. Silver Tip | 31.0 gr. H4895 2,094
. Ifhthiy 631?) ;%ll; it’s usuallg Atokp;m; ouL they re;afllly Winchester 150 gr. Silvr Tip 33.0 gr. H4895 2,215 1"
ought the .30-30 levergun as their kid's first hunting rifle.  Ewinchestersl50)graSilverdi 29.0 gr. H322 2,180 17"
A task it fills admirably, with excellent performance com- Winchester 150 ? Silver “ 31.0 r o
bined wih mild el Winhestor 150 g it Tp | 530 gr oo | 2
Perhaps it is taken home in a plain brown wrapper and Wmcesler'ISr. S|Ir Tip 3'0 g 335 7 ’
only shot when no one is around. As to reloading, the .30-30 ane A el D OCE! :

is the 13th most popular set of rifle reloading dies sold by ornuy gr. - e v
RCBS, outselling the 7mm Remington Ultra Mag, 7-08, .22 orna gr. .U gr. ) (
Hornet, .338 Winchester, .300 Weatherby, 8x57, 6.5x55, Hornady 170 gr. FP 30.0 gr. H335 2,135
.280 Remington, .222 Remington, .260 Remington, .338 Hornady 170 gr. FP 28.0 gr. H4895 1,912 1%"

Remington Ultra Mag, and .220 Swift. Hornady 170 gr. FP
No one is reluctant to talk about any of these cartridges, Sierra 170 gr. FP 26.0 gr. H322 1,855 17"

S0 what' he problem with the 30307
It’s time for all the .30-30 users to come out of the closet Sierra 170 gr. FP 30.0 gr. H335 2,105 11

and let the world know they shoot this grand old cartridge,

and they do it with great enjoyment and success. Sierra 170 ar. FP 27.0 gr. Reloder 7 2.025 1"
MARLIN 336 COWBOY MOUNTED WITH 4X SCOPE:
Personal History Bullet Load Velocity
The .30-30 occupies both a soft and a sad spot in my Federal 170 gr. Hi-Shok 2,030 :
heart. A Winchester Model 94 chambered in .30-30 was Hornady 150 gr. RN Factory 2,350 5/8

one of my first rifles in the 1950s. Then in 1963, I was Hornady 170 gr. FP 2,220
faced with the prospect of being able to pay my college Remington 170 gr. Core-Lokt Factory 2,199 3/8"
tuition that quarter or feed my three little kids, but no Speer Nitrex 150 gr. FP 2,310

way to do both. Speer 170 gr. FP 30.0 gr. H322 2,203 3/8"

That, of course, was no contest, so to be able to stay in
school I had to sell three very special firearms, a second
generation, 7/ inch barreled .45 Colt SAA, a S&W 1950
Target .44 Special, and a pre-64 Model 94. I had no choice,
but it still hurt.

That’s the down side, but the upside is all of these guns
have been replaced many times over. Currently, I have at
my disposal for testing and shooting enjoyment five .30-
30s, all lever guns, as well as a T/C Contender with both
10- and 14-inch barrels.

The leverguns consist of three Winchesters: one of the
current trapper models, a pre-’64 Model 64, and a pre-
World War I Saddle Ring Carbine; from Marlin comes one
of the current 336 Cowboy leverguns and it is mated up
with a “homemade” trapper.
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Winchester's 1892 — chambered for pistol-class
cartridges — was an instant success, but the flat-
shooting and hard-hitting Model 1894 took
American woodsmen and hunters by storm.

of the short-barreled big-bore leverguns
chambered in .44 Magnum, .45 Colt, .444
Marlin, .45-70, and even the .44-40 prop-
erly loaded.

With this working battery of .30-30 lev-
erguns, [ have short, handy trappers that are
just the ticket for use in close quarters. The
long sight radius of the 24-inch, octagon-
barreled Marlin Cowboy makes nice tight
groups when testing ammo. My ancient
Model 94 SRC literally personifies slick
and smooth when it comes to leverguns,
while the sleek Model 64, with its two-
thirds length magazine, adds finesse to the
.30-30 line up.

Origin Of The .30 WCF

Most shooters believe the .30-30 and the
Winchester Model 94 entered the shooting
world hand-in-hand. No, not quite.

The Winchester Model 94, the most suc-
cessful of all Winchester’s lever-actions and
still in production well over 100 years later,
was first chambered in two black powder
cartridges, the .32-40 and the .38-55.

One year later, barrels were changed to
nickel steel to handle the extra friction
caused by jacketed bullets at then unheard
of muzzle velocities. The .38-55 was basi-
cally trimmed from 2.085 to 2.040 inch,
and necked down to .30 caliber to arrive at
the .30-30. Known early on as the .30
WCEF, Winchester had entered the smoke-
less powder age.

WYww. .S UN S MAaGAZINE.COM

No levergun cartridge has ever caught
the shooting public’s attention as did the .30-
30. Very few will admit to its effectiveness
today. All discussion seems confined to the
various magnum cartridges, and we have a
new wealth of super-magnums and short-
magnums, all of which can be found in the
best bolt-action rifles ever manufactured.
However, in the late 1890s, the .30-30 left
the .38-55 with its 250 grain bullet at 1,300
fps, and the .44-40 with its 205 grain bullet
a few feet faster, far behind as it offered a
superior bullet at a startling 2,000 fps.

This velocity meant flatter trajectory and
extended range, and the .30-30 soon became
the deer cartridge of choice. Not only was it
highly effective, it was chambered in possibly
the slickest levergun ever conceived for car-
rying in a saddle scabbard, pickup truck rack,
or simply carrying through the woods.

Marlin lost no time chambering their
Model 1893 for the new cartridge. When
scope sights became widely available,
Marlin was way ahead of Winchester. The
Marlin was designed to eject to the side as
opposed to the top ejection of the
Winchester Model 94, and was thus much
better adapted to mounting a telescope.

Even today, iron sight shooters are
more likely to select the Winchester
Model 94, while those preferring scopes
will more often opt for the Marlin 336,
which still retains the side ejection as well
as coming already drilled and tapped for a
supplied scope base.

For my use, I normally equip both the
Marlin and the Winchester .30-30s with
receiver sights. Four of my .30-30s carry a
Lyman sight, and the fifth wears a Williams
receiver sight. Other than for testing loads for
accuracy, it seems almost blasphemous to
place a scope on any of these trim carbines.

Changing Role
For The Frontier Rifle

Winchester’s first centerfire levergun,
the Model 1873 .44 Winchester Centerfire
(.44-40) was designed basically as a fighting
weapon. The West was still a very dangerous
place and there’s a reason why the
Winchester 1873 is regarded as The Gun
That Won The West. Simply stated, it did.

Lucas McCain may have used a Model
1892 as television’s The Rifleman, however
had the show been authentic it would have
been a Model *73. Of course if they were con-
cerned about authenticity, he would not have
been twirling it (someone would have shot
him with a Colt Single Action while the rifle
was going in a circle), and he certainly would
not have been using a trip lever trigger.

By the time the 1894 arrived, most of
the West had been tamed, and deer rifles
were more necessary than battle rifles.
The 1894 Winchester and the 1893 Marlin
both fit into the hunting category very
nicely. If there is a more perfect no-non-
sense deer cartridge than the .30-30 I do
not know what it is.
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No, it’s not a shoot from 300 yards away
type of cartridge, however at reasonable
ranges, it’s still does the job quickly and
cleanly. The last deer I shot with the .30-30
was a meat doe for the cowboys on the
ranch. One well placed shot and it did its job
perfectly, just as it has done over and over
again for the past century.

Easy-Loadin’ Cartridge

Not only is the .30-30 a no nonsense type
of cartridge, it is mostly found chambered in
no frills leverguns. When trying to squeeze
the best possible accuracy out of a bolt-
action rifle chambered for a long-range car-
tridge, it may be necessary to weigh all the
charges, trim all the cases, neck turn the
brass, and whatever else those caught up in
the accuracy trip do.

By contrast, when it comes to loading the
.30-30, I treat it exactly as I do my sixgun
cartridges. Cases are separated by head-
stamp, placed in a shallow cardboard box (I
use the 2-inch deep cardboard trays my pre-
ferred brand of dog food comes in), given a
light coating of spray-on lube, and always
full length re-sized.

I have enough .30-30 brass in rotation
that trimming brass has not been necessary,
but that may change as cases are used more
and more. When I was a regular competitor
in long-range silhouetting, my Unlimited
handgun was a T/C Contender, Super 14,
chambered in .30-30. It was not unusual for

me to come up with tougher .30-30 brass for
the Contender by running .375 Winchester
brass through a .30-30 full-length sizing die.
A good trick you may wish to know.

Tools And Components

Dies for the .30-30 on my loading bench
include RCBS and Hornady, primers are
almost exclusively CCI No. 200 Large
Rifle, and powder charges are dropped
from an RCBS Powder Measure. Brass
assortment used is mainly Federal,
Remington, and Winchester.

Reloaders have many excellent powders
to choose from for the .30-30. I have pretty
much settled on Hodgdon’s H4895, H335,
and H322, and Alliant’s Reloder 7.

Neither the .30-30 cartridge nor the lever-
guns chambered for it have a reputation for
accuracy. They both should. In fact, with either
factory loads or handloads, the Marlin 336
Cowboy, when scoped, will make it tough for
many a bolt-action rifle to stay in the race.

Great bullets abound for the .30-30.
When I have time to cast my own, I prefer
the RCBS No. 30-180 EN, however, now
that Oregon Trail is offering a 170-grain
FNGC (Flat-Nosed Gas Check), I don’t find
it as necessary to heat up the melting pot.
Casting time becomes shooting time.

And very pleasant shooting time it is,
when using the 180 grain Oregon Trail Gas
Check bullet over 15.0 grains of H4227 for
a mild shooting 1,557 fps and a 3/4-inch

group for three shots at 50 yards. Makes a
great rabbit load and should work equally
well on turkeys where rifles are legal for use
on big gobblers.

A Few Favorites

The chart will show you a wealth of great
loads for the .30-30, but let me share a few
favorites. With 150-grain bullets, the .30-30
Marlin Cowboy seems to especially thrive
on loads in the 2,100 to 2,200 fps category.
The Hornady 150 grain RN over 29.0 grains
of H322 develops 2,181 fps, and three-shot
50-yard groups ran 3/4 inches. The same
bullet and 31.0 grains of H335 develops
2,178 and shows 1/2 inch groups.

The 150-grain bullets will handle just
about anything I want to accomplish with
a .30-30 levergun. If more weight is
desired, it is hard to beat the Hornady 170
grain FP over 28.0 grains of H322 for
2,204 fps and a group of 3/4 inch. Just to
prove how accurate the .30-30 can be, a 4x
scope was added to the 336 Cowboy with
result being a 3/8-inch, three-shot 50 yard
group using Speer’s-170 FP over 30.0
grains H322 for 2,203 fps.

The .30-30 probably will not make many
lists of Most Favored Cartridges. It doesn’t
seem to mind. It simply stays its intended
course and does it without fanfare. Given its
performance to date, I wouldn’t be surprised

if the little .30 has another 100
years ahead of it. l

CHRISTMAS IDEAS FOR, THE SHOOTER

JUST CIRCLE AND CLIP TO YOUR REFRIGERATOR

LEE LOAD-ALL 45.98 A perfect

gift for the shotgunaer, Loads trap,
skeer, hunting and even magnum
loads without buying cxtra charge
bars. Comes complete with 24 shot
and powder bushings. Loaded shells
look and shoot like new: Buile to Last
a hifetime. Send S1O0 for complete
catabog to Lee Precision, Inc., Depe.
412, 4275 Highway U, Hartford Wi
53027, Or log onto our website
www.leeprecision.com

LEE AUTO PRIME 13.98 Thc
fastest and most accurate hand prim-
ing tool made! Perfect for priming
cases away from the loading bench.
Primes cases just as fast as they canbe
handied. This is the most popular
priming tool ever made. Send 51,00
for complete catalog tw  Lee
Precision, Inc, Dept. 412, 4275
Highway U, Hareford Wi 53027
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www.leeprecision.com

LEE ANNIVERSARY RELOADING KIT 105.98
A set of Lee Dies and this kit is everything vou
need to relead any canridge. Inchudes the stur- dies
dy Lee Challenger Press, complete powder
handling system, Safery Scale, case prepara-
tion tools and the Lee Auto-Prime, Compare
o others priced hundreds of dollars more!
Scnd $1.00 for complete catalog to Lee
Precision, Inc., Depe. 412, 4275 Highway 1
Harttord ¥Wi 53027, Or visit us at our website

MODERN
RELOADING

I
ANNIVERSARY PACK 24.98
Seill not sure? We have a special offer
for the beginning reloader. Get

started with a frec Reloader press
Full size press acceprs all standard

plus a copy of “Modern
Reloading™ that wall reach you 1o
load ammo thats more accurate
than factory on your first try! Send
$1.00 for complete catalog 1o Lee
Precision, Inc., Dept, 412, 4275
Highway U, Hartford Wi 53027, or
you can visit us on our website
www.leeprecision.com
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he hunt had been in preparation for
several months. A 4x Leupold is in
place on the favorite Smith &
Wesson .44 Magnum, the load has
been carefully worked up, regular
practice has taken place very week. Yes, every-
thing was ready and in place for a successful
hunt. At least until arrival at the hunting area.
Expecting to hunt hogs from a stand,
with shots out to 75 yards, our hunter now
finds the hogs had brushed up, and it would
be necessary to hunt them with dogs. The
hunting would be close up and fast. Instead
of a 4x scope, iron sights or a red dot scope
would be the ideal prescription. The scope
could be removed, but the factory iron sights
were at home in the parts box. Murphy
strikes again.

Young-Eyed Criticism

There are still those who maintain scopes
do not belong on pistols. This is an easy
statement to make if one’s eyes are still able
to focus on handgun sights. No firearm is
any better than the sights it carries, or the
hunter’s ability to use them. Hunting
absolutely requires good sights and the
handgun hunter especially needs the best
possible sights — whether iron or glass.

The number one priority in hunting is to
be able to precisely place one’s shot — no
matter what the conditions may be. Big
game deserves more respect than a simple,
“scopes do not belong on pistols.” I know
my limitations, and I also know when iron
sights are appropriate, and when a scope is
mandatory. I can take an American bison at
35 yards with iron sights, however, for a
turkey at 45 yards, I need a scope-sighted
pistol that will precisely place my bullet
right where the neck meets the body.

Sixgun manufacturers certainly believe
scopes belong on pistols. All Freedom Arms
and Smith & Wesson adjustable sighted
revolvers suitable for hunting now come
scope ready. Both require the removal of the
rear sight, which then allows easy mounting
of the proper base. Ruger goes one step fur-
ther.

The Super Blackhawk Hunter Model, the
Super Redhawk, and some versions of the
Redhawk are not only set up to accept Ruger
rings, said rings come with Ruger’s big bore
sixguns. Once the Ruger rings are mounted
using the cutouts on the barrel and frame of
the above-mentioned revolvers, and a scope
is properly positioned in the rings, the entire
assembly can be removed with a large coin
or screwdriver, allowing access to the iron
sights. If one is careful in replacing the scope
assembly, it will come right back to zero.

No Quick-Change Act

Suppose one’s choice for hunting is one
of Smith & Wesson’s superb sixguns?
Although S&Ws are set up for scope use, as
mentioned above, it requires the removal of
the rear sight assembly. Under the rear sight
lie the drilled and tapped holes that accom-
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This group was shot using the Warne scope base with iron sights in place.

Versatility,

Thy Name Is

VNarnhe

By John Taffin

A new quick-change sighting system for the
hunting revolver puts ).T in a poetic mood.

modate a scope base. When mounting a
scope, the base must be snugged down tight,
and preferably Loc-Tited, before the rings
and scope are mounted.

Accomplishing these steps, one is set up
for hunting with the scope sight. But what
happens if weather conditions are so poor a
scope is a liability instead of an asset?
What if by some freak accident the scope is
damaged? Or, as outlined above, perhaps
one arrives at the hunting scene with a 4x
scope in place, and finds a red dot scope to
be more appropriate. What then?

Wouldn’t it be great to have a S&W .44
Magnum revolver that would allow nearly
instant access to a choice of iron sights, a
regular scope such as the excellent
Leupold 4x LER pistol scope, or even a
red dot scope?

Warne’s New System

Thanks to Warne Manufacturing, we can
now enjoy this sort of flexibility. Warne’s
Multi-Optic Sighting System consists of an
all steel base matched up with Warne’s
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accompanied me to the range packing a
couple of his own Bisley sixguns for a test
comparison.

Leadingham uses a standard 7’ inch .44
Magnum Bisley for the majority of his six-
gunning chores, preferring his Clements
Custom Bisley in the same chambering for
everything else.

We tested three different factory loads,
nine .44 Magnum handloads, and for added
versatility, we also tested six .44 Special
handloads. Powders used during our tests
were: Alliant’s 2400 and Unique, Hodgdon’s
H110 and Universal Clays, and finally
Winchester’s 296. Hornady, Speer, Nosler
and two different cast bullets topped off our
bullet selection, and we used Winchester
primers and brass.

Minor Technical Difficulties

Accuracy testing was done from a rest at
25 yards. Velocities were obtained using a
Chrony chronograph, set up 10 feet from the
muzzle. Unfortunately, we were unable to
obtain measured velocities with all our
loads, due to the fact I inadvertently shot the
chronograph. Don’t laugh! I'm sure I'm not
the only one that’s ever happened to, but I
might be the only one to admit it.

I have owned handguns in the past and
I’'m sure you have as well, that were very
finicky about what you fed them. Good
accuracy was only obtainable with one or
perhaps two loads. Leadingham and I spent
the whole day at the range testing various
loads in our Bisley .44 Magnums, a total of
18, and with the exception of one .44 Special
handload, they all shot exceptionally well.

Not one group was over 2 inches, with the
majority running around 1 inch. The Ruger
Bisley is plainly not temperamental. In addi-
tion, Leadingham and I carried a couple of
customized Bisleys to the range with us, just
for comparison sake, and with the exception
of that same .44 Special handload, they shot
uniformly well. Over the years I have tested
several Ruger Bisleys, in all the centerfire cal-
ibers. They have proven to be the least finicky
sixguns I’ve ever worked with.

Favorite Fodder

For my personal use, I've settled on three
handloads in the .44 Magnum that cover all
my needs. The first consists of a 240 grain
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cast semi-wadcutter bullet, over 8.5 grains
of Alliant Unique, for around 900 to 1,000
fps, depending on barrel length and gun.

This load works very well in all .44
Magnum handguns I've tested, and our
Bisley was no exception. From the bench, it
averaged 1/ inches for several five shot
strings. This is a pleasant load to shoot,
recoil is very mild, yet it is powerful enough
to take deer sized game at reasonable ranges.

My second handload is one I use for 90
percent of my .44 Magnum handgunning
chores. Combining either a 240 grain cast
bullet or a good 240 grain jacketed bullet,
with 18.5 grains of Alliant’s 2400 powder,
this load produces around 1,200 fps in my
7% inch Bisley.

Groups run around 1 inch at 25 yards and
recoil is still fairly mild. This load actually
duplicates the hot .44 Special loads Elmer
Keith touted before the advent of the .44
Magnum. For the majority of us, this one
load would be sufficient for our needs.

My third handload has been a favorite for
many years — 21.0 grains of Alliant 2400
under Hornady’s excellent XTP bullet. This
is a magnum load, generating 1,300 to 1,350
fps from my Bisley. Recoil is pretty stout,
but the excellent design of the Bisley grip
frame handles it nicely.

This load is reserved mainly for hunting.
I have, however, shot literally thousands of
this load through my Bisleys on paper, and it
consistently groups better than any other
handload or factory load I have used.

’Druthers

If T could change anything about the
Bisley, it would be to offer it in stainless
steel, with the option of 4% and 5’ inch bar-
rels. Custom gunsmiths such as David
Clements stay busy modifying Rugers into
about any configuration you can dream up.
If you want your Bisley to be a little dif-
ferent, send it to a respected gunsmith.
Clements has customized several of my
Rugers and he does an excellent job.

You might think I'm a little biased
towards the Ruger Bisley revolver. Well,
you would be right! I have always appreci-
ated the finer things in life; I can’t always
afford them, but I do appreciate them, and
the Ruger Bisley is one of the finer things.

The Ruger Bisley, celebrating its “Sweet
Sixteen” birthday, has earned a reputation
that is unsurpassed for quality, accuracy,
strength and classical good looks — all at an
affordable price. If you’re in the market for
a new single-action revolver, you should
give serious consideration to Ruger’s Bisley.

It’s a bargain at any price.
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Sturm Ruger and Company
[520] 541-8820
www.ruger-firearms.com

Clements Custom Guns
www. clementscustomguns.com
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The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and
virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or
backup weapons. The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-
grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular
revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos. Also Walther P-38 and P-

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

s

Credit Card Orde

88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.

The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.

The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxu-
rious black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for dura-
bility, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus
$4.95 shipping and handling.

A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.

Catalog $3.00

REMEMBER —"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 391-6665

LAW
CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, INC.

P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027
rs (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com
email: lawconceal @aol.com
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: Firearms
Engravers & Gunmakers
Exhibition™

Jan. 31 - Feb. 2, 2003

1903 Springfield
Silver Legacy Hotel, Reno, NV

Edward LaPour, Metalsmith

Bruce Farman, Stockmaker

Tickets $20 each, limited to 4,000

To

Hotel Reservations:
1 (800) 687-8733
Group Code FEGE03

Admission $20/day
Robert Evans, Engraver Fri. 12 PM-6 PM
Sat. 12PM-5PM
Drawing Feb. 2nd Sun. 10 AM - 4 PM

void where prohibited

request show brochure or send $20 per raffle ticket, contact: Jan Billeb, Dept.
GM, 22 Vista View Dr, Cody, WY 82414 (307) 587-4297 acgg@acgg.org

THE TWO MOST FRIGHTENING WORDS A CRIMINAL
WILL EVER HEAR...BOUNTY HUNTER

Cops aren’t a criminal’s worst nightmare - they need warrants,
probable cause and have limited jurisdiction. Not so Bail
Enforcement officers, today’s tough bounty hunting team. They
cross state lines at will, carry unusual weapons and equip-

m

all their gear is world class! THIS IS THEIR BADGE. Heavy gold : 3
plate with red, white and blue enamel. $29.95 + $4. postage 4
and insurance, Satisfaction guaranteed! Order from: ¥

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, DEPT. G102
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone: 909-943-4180, Fax: 909-943-8491

ent. They’re professional, they get their man, and their gear,

24 Hour hotline
909-943-6769
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Just Like
Grandpas

EAA Hammer Double

A darn good traditional hammer-
gun fit for all manner of uses.

By Jim Gardner

he 1873 Winchester lever-action is often given the title, “The Gun That

Won The West.” The 73 was a fine rifle, but truth be told, this honor

belongs elsewhere. Frankly, I agree with the late Skeeter Skelton, who
remarked that in his experience, the West was “won” by, “good old soft-
iron bailing wire.” Any farmer or ranch hand who has made hasty
repairs to equipment will surely nod his head in agreement.

Confining our conversation to firearms, the most common working gun of
the farmer or homesteader in the late 19th century was the double-barreled
shotgun. Until about the turn of the century, when the perfected hammerless
gun began to rise in popularity, most shotguns wore external hammers.

External hammer double guns have been largely absent from the American
shooting scene for nearly a century. European American Armory has changed
this with the introduction of its new “Bounty Hunter” hammer gun.

No Imitations, Please

Made in Russia, the new EAA gun bears the model number “IZH43K” (for
reference, full model number of the model tested is IZH43K 1220EXTEP).
EAA uses the name Bounty Hunter for all of its several models of Russian
manufactured side by side, short barreled shotguns.

For a number of years, EAA imported what appeared to be an outside
hammer double. Close inspection showed these were not real hammers, but
rather cocking levers. The gun was a simple adaptation of an existing boxlock
internal hammer shotgun.

That model was successful, and many were sold to cowboy shooters in par-
ticular, but there were rumblings of dissatisfaction. The market demanded an
honest to goodness “rabbit ear” double, just like Granddad used to own. No
imitation would be satisfactory, thank you very much.

The man behind the big desk at EAA is Keith Bernkrant. Bernkrant is a
pleasant fellow, but he’s dead serious about his products. When the shooting
community speaks, Bernkrant listens. He set about arranging for production of
a true, traditional hammer double.

A western scene is photo-
engraved on each mock

Sideplat) ) \
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“The most common working gun of the farmer or homesteader in
the late 19th century was the double-barreled shotgun. Until about
the turn of the century, when the perfected hammerless gun began

* to rise in popularity, most shotguns wore external hammers.”




“No less a figure than Jeff
Cooper has stated in print
that perhaps the ideal
shotgun for home defense
is the simple, trustworthy
hammer double. The signal
virtue of the outside
hammer &x& is the fact that
it may be stored with all

springs at rest.”

The Russian Gonnection

“I would put these engineers up against anyone in the
world,” Bernkrant remarked when asked about the new
shotgun. “These guys go from a crude drawing on a paper
napkin to a working prototype in just a few days. It’s amazing!”

Bernkrant is proud of the Russian facility that designed
and produced this latest model, and well he should be. There
is some remarkably clever engineering in this design.

Safety was a primary consideration in the new design.
The outside hammer shotgun is simple, but handled care-
lessly, it can be lethal. The IZH43K uses a rebounding
hammer design, which prevents the hammers, when at rest,
from contacting the firing pins. Nothing new here.

What is novel is firing pins inter-linked to the triggers.
They are not free to move forward and fire a cartridge unless
the triggers have been depressed. As if that weren’t enough,
the hammers have been so designed that if subjected to
sharp blow, they will shear rather than allowing themselves
to override the sears and be driven against the firing pins.
Coupled with an automatic thumb safety, I do not believe it
is possible to build a safer hammer shotgun.

The gun is a box lock, but features mock lock plates on
each side to give it the look of a late 1800s side lock gun.
These lock plates are photo-engraved with a western
looking scene. Vintage side lock guns look nice, but all of
that wood removal leaves the stock fairly fragile through the
wrist. This design is much stronger.

Nice Detailing

Other good features on the gun come as a surprise con-
sidering the modest suggested retail price of $399. The
forend is mounted to the barrels not with a cheap spring
latch as on late American doubles, but rather with a nicely
inletted lever release. The barrels are threaded for choke
tubes, and the gun comes complete with one each full, mod-
ified and improved cylinder tube.

The stock and forend are some variety of hardwood, very
nicely figured and finished to a pleasing low-gloss. Forend
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is neither beavertail nor splinter in shape,
but nicely in between. The pistol grip and
forend both wear cut checkering. It’s not
fancy, just effective.

Frankly it’s hard to find anything to com-
plain about. The bores and chambers are
chrome plated for corrosion resistance, and
are excellently finished. The only sore point
in the eyes of this reviewer was the presence
of several phillips-head screws. Tradition
requires that such should never be used on a
firearm, despite the fact that they offer pro-
duction advantages.

So, what we have in EAA’s new hammer
double is a very nicely designed and con-
structed little shotgun. It is far better
designed, stronger and probably better made
than the average side by side of the 1880s.
Okay, what is it good for?

Saddle-Up, Pards

Obviously, the primary market for the
Bounty Hunter hammer gun is cowboy
shooting. A hammer gun should be good for
a few extra “style points” as those fellows
say. To the uninitiated, the hammer gun
seems as if it would be dramatically slower
in operation than an internal hammer
shotgun. In truth, this is really not so.

The external hammer gun opens more
easily because it is not cocking internal
hammers as it does so. It tends to stay
fully open, easing the extraction of fired
shells. With only a little practice, I found I
could fire one shot, open the gun, extract
the fired shells, reload, cock both ham-
mers and fire a second shot in about four
seconds. Other, more practiced shooters
are much faster, I’'m sure.

The choke tubes will be a boon to the
cowboy shooter, making it easier to
topple a more distant knockdown target.
Serious cowboy shooters will probably
deactivate the auto-safety. Am I sug-
gesting you disable a factory safety
device? Uh... no siree.

Other Uses

So you’re not a cowboy shooter? No
problem. Do you hunt? In my part of the
country, quail are the dominant upland game
bird. These quail are particularly sneaky.
They hold tight in the thick chaparral until
you nearly step on them, then flush from
under your feet with all the heart-pounding
gusto of a P-51 Mustang.

Mind you, I hold the official title of
“World’s Poorest Wingshot,” but even so,
my score on these bantam rockets went up
considerably when I switched to shooting a
short barreled “riot gun.” The open choke of
that stubby barrel was just the ticket for
close-range gunning.

The Bounty Hunter will do just as well
for this type of shooting and you have the
benefit of using the tubes to choke down one
barrel in readiness for a longer shot. The
double triggers make barrel, and thus choke
selection, instantaneous.

Tech Force Air Guns

Christmas Specials!

Sale Expires 2/29/03
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PROFESSIONAL
GUN CLEANING
BENCH MAT™

Now you can professionally
clean, restore and lubricate your

prized firearms in just minutes
(without using ammonia)

— the KG way!

KG-1 Carbon Remover™ dissolves carbon
build-up on contact. KG-2 Bore Restorer™
polishes barrel, removes copper, lead & powder
residue. KG-3 Solvent & Degreaser™ rapidly
cuts through oil & grease. KG-4 Gun Oil”
provides unequalled corrosion protection &
lubrication (contains no synthetics).

*ORDER all four KG
cleaning products today and
you'll receive our professional
grade 12"x24" KG Bench Mat
absolutely FREE.

For details, call:

(800) 348-9558 i

KG Industries, Inc.
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A Great House Gun

What’s that you say, you’re neither a
competitor nor a sportsman? Fair enough.
Odds are however that you have a castle and
loved ones to protect. These days, think
“defensive shotgun,” and the image of some
pitch black, plastic stocked, $1,000 extended
magazine semiauto is liable to appear before
your eyes. Such high-speed guns are not
always the best choice.

No less a figure than Jeff Cooper has
stated in print that perhaps the ideal shotgun
for home defense is the simple, trustworthy
hammer double. The signal virtue of the out-
side hammer SxS is the fact that it may be
stored with all springs at rest.

With all other repeating shotguns, one or
more springs are compressed to near max-
imum when the gun is stored ready for use.
A heavily compressed spring may “take a
set” over time and function poorly if at all
when needed.

The hammer double is simplicity itself.
Its operation is easily taught to all family
members. The design takes well to long term
storage, and when needed — be it six
months or six years after being placed at the
ready — it will serve you when the chips are
down.

Don’t give a second thought to the fact
that this gun carries only two rounds. In
cool, practiced hands, two shots are prob-
ably more than you will need.

Of course the best possible outcome is to
not shoot at all. Few firearms are as visually
intimidating as a double-barreled shotgun.
At conversational distances, those twin muz-
zles look big enough to pitch a cat through.
Sometimes that’s enough to forestall the
problem.

Still More Versatility

If you’ve been shooting long, and have
enjoyed a smoky campfire or post-shooting
burgers and beers with the gang, you’'ve
probably wrestled with this puzzler: “If you
could have only one gun, what would it be?”

Of course the right answer, as any gun
crank knows, is, “Why would you ever let
yourself be found in such a deprived state?”
This aside, multi-role guns are an appealing
subject.

Having enjoyed many such debates, my
eyebrows rose when I spotted rifled insert
barrels in EAA’s catalog. Calibers offered
include .30-°06, .308, .223 and .222, but I
ordered a tube chambered for the .45-70.
The capacity to fire this heavy-hitting round
would add to the versatility of the Bounty
Hunter.

The barrel arrived in a very nice case
marked Tanfoglio. Everything about the
barrel and its construction is first rate.
Unlike other such barrels I’ve seen in the
past, this one mounts in such a way as to
eliminate clocking as the bullet starts into
the rifling. The installation instructions are
clear and easily understood. The barrel may
or may not need fitting to install properly.

As it happened, the barrel on the Bounty
Hunter was just a little shy of the 20 inch
length the insert was designed for. It did
require two simple and quick lathe opera-
tions to make it fit properly. A good ’smith
would probably charge $25 or less for this
little job.

Prior to ordering the barrel, I had envi-
sioned making a nifty set of express sights
for the gun. To my surprise, the barrel kit
included a simple rear sight. Installation was
easy, requiring only drilling and tapping one
hole in the barrel rib. At this point, we have
a very interesting multi-purpose combina-
tion gun. The next question was, how would
it shoot?

To The Range, Jeeves

Initial results were very promising.
Being short of both time and ammunition,
testing was confined to a quick jaunt to The
American Shooting Center , the local indoor
range. At 25 yards, firing off-hand, three
shot groups clustered into an average of 1%
inches.

Point of impact was 6 inches high, and
3% inches left of the point of aim. Shooting
high is not a concern, as the insert barrel kit
actually includes a taller front sight to lower
point of impact if required. The kit also fea-
tures an alternate barrel mounting collar to
adjust windage.

Further testing at 100 yards will tell
whether or not the point of impact can be
satisfactorily adjusted using these supplied
components. If not, and if regular use of the
insert barrel at long range is part of the plan,
then the addition of an after market sight
will be a good idea. Scanning the Brownells

catalog revealed several inexpensive
adjustable open sights that could be success-
fully employed.

While the .45-70 or other caliber insert
barrel offers interesting versatility, the vast
majority of these EAA Bounty Hunter shot-
guns will never be used with one. The
shotgun itself is well-made, boasts some
very good engineering and safety features,
and is fun to use. This is a very nice double
shotgun, designed and built to stand up to
long use.

Your great-grandad probably owned a
shotgun just like this, albeit with slightly
longer barrels. If you could ask him, odds
are he would tell you his trusty hammer
double put a lot of food on table, kept the
foxes smoked out of the hen-house, and was
just a good all around tool. If you need any
of these things done around your own home-
stead today, you should give the EAA

Bounty Hunter a hard look.
™
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

European American Armory
[321] B38-4842
WWW.eaacorp.com

SGUNS MAaGAZINE



N A PU VU
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Cowhoys Go To Town

Cowboy Shooting appears to remain the
most actively growing segment of the
shooting sports. This has been a good thing
both for the firearms industry, and for the
shooting sports in general. In addition to
being a lot of fun, the less than serious, non-
threatening nature of Cowboy Action
Shooting has succeeded in making inroads
into the general media.

National Public Radio, which may usu-
ally be described as left leaning, ran an unbi-
ased report on the phenomenon of cowboy
shooting, as have a number of major news-
papers and magazines. This has been a
refreshing and positive development.

Flush with this success, and with the
continuing enthusiastic support of its
roughly 48,000 members, SASS has
announced the first “SASS Convention and
Wild West Christmas,” to be held in Las
Vegas, Nev., December 5th through 8th,
2002. Headquartered at the Riviera Hotel,
the event will feature displays of CAS
related products and services, seminars and
guest speakers, as well as a formal
“Yesteryear Ball.”

It promises to be a rip snortin’ good time.
Just be sure to leave your shootin’ irons at
the homestead. For more information, call

the SASS Headquarters:

[714] 694-1800.

Before and After. The.group on the left was shot with the 4X
— Leupold in place on the Warne base. The scope-was-rentoved, then
™ reinstalfed and the group on'the_right resulted. —
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Maxima quick-detachable Rings. The base
replaces the rear sight on S&W N-frame
revolvers and has six cutouts to accept the
rings in various positions.

The rings themselves can be removed or
reinstalled without tools of any kind, simply
by the use of a lever at the base of each ring.
They are easily operated by hand whether
they are moved counterclockwise to loosen
or clockwise to tighten.

The base differs from other scope mount
bases. The factory rear sight that was
removed is now installed at the rear of the
Warne base, while the front sight is treated
likewise at the front of the base. Facilitating
this is the fact S&W’s .44 Magnums now
feature an easily removable front sight
blade, which can then be mounted in the
Warne base.

Proofing The Theory

For testing, Warne supplied me with a 6-
inch barreled, Model 629 Classic with the
Warne Multi-Optic sight mounting system
already in place. The S&W factory rear
sight had been moved from the revolver’s
frame to the Warne base, mating perfectly
with a red-ramp front sight mounted at the
forward end of the Multi-Optic base. The
original front sight remained intact on the
S&W’s muzzle.

For optics, a 4x Leupold LER, and a
Cabela’s red-dot scope stood ready in Warne
QD rings. The entire package arrived in a
weatherproof hard plastic case, also from
Cabela’s, making this a grand combination
for hunting and traveling.

Smith & Wesson N-frames are among
my favorite sixguns, so it was an extreme
pleasure to test this .44 Magnum in three
ways: with the Leupold LER scope in place,
with iron sights on the Warne base, and with
the red dot scope. It was easy to visualize
this sixgun doing it all on a hunting trip.

Need a precise, scope-sighted magnum
for 100 yard shots on whitetails? You’ve got

it. Feel the need for iron sights? It’s the work
of a moment to remove the Leupold, and
when you do, you’ll find your iron sights are
mounted, zeroed, and ready for use.
Stepping into the thick, dark brush where
fast shooting is the norm? Mount that red-
dot scope and you’ll be well prepared. And
by the way, these are not imaginary sce-
narios. You may easily encounter all of these
conditions in one hunting trip to Texas.

A Good Report

The system works! I shot my favorite
loads with the iron sights, which were
already close enough that I did not move
them; using the red dot scope in place for
fast acquisition; and most importantly, with
the 4X Leupold. In fact, I removed and
replaced this scope several times.

As with any QD ring system, consistency
is important when replacing it. Each time I
replaced the scope and rings on the Warne
base, I pushed the rings towards the front of
the base and held that pressure as I tightened
the rings. An extra added bonus to my
testing was the fact this particular S&W .44
Magnum preferred my hard cast bulleted
loads to factory JHPs.

Anyone looking for a single sixgun that
will excel at just about any task required in
the outdoor scene, would be hard pressed to
come up with a better choice than the S&W
Model 629 Classic .44 Magnum, set up with
the Warne Multi-Optic system. As added
insurance against unexpected disaster in the
field, a second scope — with rings in place
and already zeroed — would be a com-

forti sory to h It
acl)lrylﬁﬁlifcessory o have along on
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Warne Manufacturing
9057 SE Jannsen Rd.
Clackamas Park, Ore. 97015
[503] 657-5590
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard
(no envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send to
GUNS Magazine, GOM JANUARY, P.0. BOX 639033,
San Diego, CA 92163-9033. Entries must be received
before FEBRUARY 1, 2003.

Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH: GUESTION OF THE MONTIH
I obtain GUNS Magazine in the fol-
lowing fashion:
(A) Subscription
| (B) Purchase at newsstand
[(H] Purchase at Gunshop
(1] Read a friend’s copy

Store Hours: a.m. thru

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.
To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws.
Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary.
Winners will nohfler.l by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.
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YOU CAN WIN THIS
EAA BOUNTY HUNTER

he new Bounty Hunter external hammer shotgun, imported by
European American Arms, is a first-class traditional scattergun.

While intended principally for the Cowboy Action Shooter, the
Bounty Hunter is well suited for a number of uses.

This versatility comes in part from the 20-inch barrels, which are
fitted with interchangeable choke tubes, three of which are furnished
with the shotgun. Forend and stock are nicely grained hardwood,
checkered for a secure grip. The Bounty Hunter uses a box-lock action,
but with mock sideplates for a 19th century appearance. These are
photoengraved with a western scene.

The Bounty Hunter was designed with safety in mind. In addition to
an automatic top-tang safety, a novel interlock prevents the firing pins
from striking a cartridge unless the trigger has been depressed. Further
assurance against accidental discharge is accorded by the hammers. If
struck a hard blow, the hammers are designed to shear rather than
override the sears.

Included with the EAA Bounty Hunter will be a rifled-insert barrel for
the .45-70 cartridge.

For more details on the EAA Bounty Hunter, see EAA’s Website:
www.eaacorp.com; or call them at: [321] 639-4842.
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Taurus celebrates their
award by giving away three
Titanium revolvers — Model 445 44 Special,
Model 731 .32 H&R, and Mode 35 .38 Special!
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FOR MORE NEW PRODUCTS VISIT US
ONLINE AT WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

SureFire/Strider Coffin Pistol Case
Collector’s Combo From CaseCore

Surefire and Strider have teamed to produce CaseCore’s new Model LF-160 Coffin
the Millennium M2 tactical flashlight/Model SF Case opens to reveal an elegant velvet \
combat knife limited edition collector’s set. The tuck covered polyurethane interior that - u accon?—
customized Millennium M2 flashlight features a pampers your handguns while in transit. P\ modates all
laser engraved Strider Knives logo and the new The lightweight aluminum design is bol- = popular semi-automatics
Click-on Lock-out “Charlie” tailcap, which allows stered by steel reinforced corners and and revolvers. Contact Ted McCann at
the user to select either momentary light activation three locks, which ensure maximum secu- CaseCore 7764 San Fernando Rd.. Unit
or constant-on illumination. The Strider M2 knife rity no matter how rough the ride. The #5. Sun \/alley CA 91352 telephéne' [818]
is hand stamped with the SureFire logo, has a clip dimensions are 19.5 inches long, 9.25 76713511 ext 111 FAX: [871 8] 767-3513 o
point and features the patented Tiger Stripe finish. inches at the widest point and 3.25 S menrAra A ’

mail: info@casecore.com

Only 1,000 serial numbered sets will be produced.
Contact SureFire, 18300 Mt. Baldy Cr., Fountain
Valley, CA 92708-6122, telephone: [714] 545-9444,
FAX: [714] 545-9537, Website: www.surefire.com

inches deep. The Coffin Case

Quick Safe Gun Box
From Safari Safe Co.

The Safari Quick Safe Gun Box features a push
button combination lock for swift access in emer-
gency situations. Crafted from rugged 16-gauge
steel, the Quick Safe Gun Box has custom molded
protective foam padding in the interior of the safe to
prevent damage to the finish of the handgun. Contact

Chuck Fretwell for a free 12-page color catalog detailing
Safari’s complete line of safes: 1359 Oak Trail St.,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91320, telephone: [909] 382-0505,
FAX: [909] 382-0707, Website: www.safarisafe.com

New .45 ACP Pistol
From Smith & Wesson

Smith & Wesson’s new Model SW99 .45 ACP
semi-automatic black polymer frame pistol offers

plenty of firepower in a small, lightweight package. P"a?ﬁ'af'fffg'fme Scope

The SW99 features a 4.25-inch stainless steel ULl . . .

Melonite barrel and slide, traditional double action, The Magnacraft 1x40 red dot rifle scope is versatile and well
9+1 magazine, interchangeable white dot post front built, ideal for shotguns and slug guns. Brightness may be

adjusted to match any lighting conditions by using the seven-
position click rheostat, which is powered by a one three-volt lithium battery.

The built-in mount measures 3% inches. 10-year warranty. Total price
including shipping and insurance is just $49.95. Send check to Thunderbolt
Sales, P.0. Box 1222, Dept.GM, Andrews, TX 79714, for more information
call Stu Collins at [915] 523-4389.

sight, windage adjustable two-dot rear sight and
integral grips with interchangeable backstraps.
Weight is 25.6 ounces. Contact Smith &
Wesson, P.0. Box 2208, Springfield,
MA 01102-2208, telephone: [413]
781-3317, Website:

www.smith-wesson.com

Chamber Flags
From Kleen-Bore

Lead Free Shotgun Ammo Kleen-Bore’s new Chamber Flags offer a
From Inter'al Cartridge highly visible signal that the chamber in a

International Cartridge Corp. announces the arrival of its new lead semi-automatic pistol is clear of a round. The
free frangible 12-gauge shotgun ammunition. The nine-pellet 00 buck- high optic burnt orange Chamber Flags are
shot and slug make for a safer shooting experience because of the manufactured from a sturdy synthetic material
reduced danger from ricochet. The exceptional accuracy and small to ensure long life and dependability. Perfect as
pattern size add to the ammunition’s per- an added safety measure while in between
formance. Contact Chris Rearick, Inter’al

shooting matches at the range or during -
transporting and storing handguns. Designed for semi-automatics in
the following calibers: .22, .40, .45, 9mm and 10mm. Contact Chris
Lambert at Kleen-Bore, 16 Industrial Pkwy., Easthampton, MA 01027,
telephone: [413] 527-0300, FAX: [413] 527-2522, e-mail:
chris@kleen-bore.com, Website: www.kleen-bore.com

Cartridge Corp., R.D.3, Box 211-A,
Reynoldsville, PA 15851, telephone: [814]
938-6820, FAX: [814] 938-6821, e-mail:
sales@internationalcartridge.com,
Website: www.internationalcartridge.com
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Shadow 1000 Air Rifle
From Gamo USA

The Shadow 1000 is the latest break-
barrel single-shot air rifle from Gamo
USA. The Shadow 1000, a member of the

.20-inch five-shot group at 30 yards.

Features include a black synthetic stock
with a dual cheekpiece for ambidextrous

popular Hunter family of high performance
air rifles, is designed for target shooting,
plinking, small-game and varmint hunting.
The Shadow requires only one cock to
propel a .177 pellet at 1,000 fps to achieve

In-Swing
Vault Door Safe
From Ft. Knox Security

Fort Knox Security Products
introduces an “In-Swing Vault
Door” on a number of its quality
safes. A specially designed inside
release allows the door to open
even if a heavy object has fallen
in front of it. The 10-gauge rein-
forced steel liner provides a safe
within a safe for maximum secu-
rity and protection. The digital
electronic lock makes entering
the combination as simple as
dialing a telephone. The fluores-
cent lighting package illuminates
the inside of the safe upon
opening, while the modular
option offers the ability to modify
and reconfigure the interior of the
safe. Contact Fort Knox Security
Products, 993 N. Industrial Park
Rd., Orem, UT 84057, telephone:
[801] 224-7233, FAX: [801] 226-
5493, e-mail: info@ftknox.com,
Website: www.ftknox.com

Gun Guard Case
From DoskoSport
DoskoSport’s new
Deluxe Gun Guard
Safe offers immediate
access to handguns.
The owner just enters
a personal code on a
fingertip keypad
and the safe
door opens.
Key features include

a built-in tamper detector that alerts

Tradition Series
From Heritage Safe

Heritage Safe Company
has added
the Model
T2430 to its
line of
heavy com-
pact safes.
The T2430
weighs 315
pounds, and
measures
24 inches
wide by 30
inches high
by 20
inches
deep. Other

Cross-Country Binoculars
From BSA Optics

BSA Optics has added two new
waterproof roof prisms to
its line of Cross
Country binoculars.
The 8x32 and 10x42
power binoculars are
sleek, lightweight and offer
all the power required by
hunters and shooting sportsmen
in the field or on the range. Features
include multicoated lenses and a black rubber-
ized finish to protect against shock damage.
Contact BSA Optics, 3911 SW 47th Ave.,
Ste.914, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314, telephone:
[954] 581-2144, e-mail: info@bsaoptics.com,
Website: www.bsaoptics.com

the owner after five consecutive
invalid code entries, adjustable
motion detector with audio
alarm, nine-volt battery over-
ride system, low-battery alert
and inside light that triggers
when the door is opened.
Contact Kevin Mitchell at
Doskocil Mfg. Co., P.0. Box 1246,
Arlington, TX 76017, telephone: [817]
467-5116, FAX: [817] 472-9810, Website:
www.doskocil.com

WYWWwW. SN S MAGAZINE.COM

shooting, precision rifled steel barrel with

dovetail grooves to accommodate a scope,
Tru-Glo contrasting color fiber optic front

and rear sights and a two-stage adjustable
trigger safety system and a trigger pull of

3.75 pounds. Contact Gamo USA, 3911

features include a 1/4-inch solid
steel door, 10-gauge steel body, six
one-inch lock bolts, plush Pindot
velour interior, high
gloss urethane finish,
dual fire protection
and optional dehumid-
ifier and pistol shelf
rack. Contact Heritage
Safe Co., 20 N.
Industrial Park Rd.,
Grace, ID 83241, tele-
phone: [208] 425-
3052, FAX: [208]
425-3245, e-mail:
susanc@heritagesafe-
company, Website:
www.heritagesafe.com

SW 47th Ave., Ste.914, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33314, telephone:
[954] 581-5822, e-mail:
info@gamousa.com, Website:
WWW.gamo.com

Shotgun Rifle
from EAA

European American
Armory is importing the ver-
satile Model 1ZH94 over-and-
under shotgun/rifle
combination from Russia.
Available in most popular cal-
iber and gauge combinations,
the 1ZH94 features machined
steel block and receiver,
hammer forged barrels,
double triggers, extractors,
automatic tang safety, check- H
ered walnut stock and forend,
11mm integral scope rail,
screw-in shotgun choke
tubes and a rubber butt
pad. Contact European
American Armory, P.0. Box
1299, Sharpes, FL 32959,
telephone: [321] 639-
4842, FAX: [321] 639-
7006, e-mail:
eaacorp@bv.net, Website:
WWW.eaacorp.com

Hunting Mirror
From Hindsight
The Hindsight Hunting Mirror is a
portable flat mirror that gives the hunter a
panoramic view of
the entire area
around the tree
stand or other
perch. The nylon
mounting straps
ensure the
Hunting Mirror will
remain secure.
The fully
adjustable mirror
mount provides a
complete view in
all directions, as
well as, a 38-inch
telescoping rod connecting to a swivel base to
offer an unobstructed shot at game. Contact Jim
LaViola at Hindsight Hunting Mirrors LLC, RD 6,
Box 6638, E. Stroudsburg, PA 18301, telephone:
[570] 588-4005, FAX: [570] 897-7051.
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Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or | 2001. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum). : type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy = name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. @ Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS- @ SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with | 92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month. | GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2001 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st, | OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.
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GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806

714) 634-9254 RIITITACIHTEICHAINE FAX: (714) 634-9382

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS,
BOOKS & VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com &
www.booktrail.com.

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch”
illustrated mail order catalog $5, subscription
$35. We buy collections. Consignment, auc-
tion, appraisal. Old Town Station Ltd, POB
14040, Lenexa, KS 66285. Jim Supica,
President. (913)492-3000.

GUNSMITHING

Learn Gunsmithing Two-year individualized
program; excellent facilities; financial aid

available; VA  approved. Piedmont
AMMUNITION Community College, P.O. Box 1197,
Roxboro, NC 27573; phone (336) 599-1181;
www.piedmont.cc.nc.us
AUCTIONS/SHOWS P
INSTRUCTION
BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNI-
TIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your
small business. Grants/loans to $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

COLLECTORS

FINANCIAL

Consolidate debts, cut payments up to
50%. Fast approval. Veteran owned! 1-
800-741-7676.

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM
PERCHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM,
TITANIUM POWDERS. COLOR PRO-
DUCERS, 100’s of chemicals, WATER-
PROOF FUSE, PAPER TUBING/MAKE
ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES, NOISE
MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS, VIDEQS,
ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS, SOL-
VENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”
BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00:
PYROTEK, P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY,

PA 18656. (570)256-3087.
WWW.PYROTEK.ORG
FOR SALE

WOLF CROSSBREEDS Rare raven black.
(Via-air shipping available.) Youngwolf. 51
Andy, Canton, NC 28716. Private kennel (since
1978). 828-648-7813. (www.youngwolf.com)

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED  FIREARMS, IMPERIAL
SIZING DIE WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST
OR SEE WEBSITE www.jcunard.com. J.
CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O. BOX 755G,
NEWARK, OH 43058-0755, EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

Be A,

PRIVATE EYE

exciternent, intrigue
and adventure!
The REAL experts
teach you secrets and techniques of®

Investigation * Surveillance » Skiptracing
Start Your Own Business
Work from Home - Full or Part time

800-720-1922
www.piacademy.com

United States Academy of Private Investigation
PO, Box 2133 (GM) Beverly Hills, CA 90213

Bea PRIVATE EYE
'ou WILL learn, at home, secrets

from a World Famous P.fl
Best Course - Lowest Cost!

et of: 888-337-88394

GLOBAL INVESTIGATION, Suite 6l
5 M. Farms Rd dmhm?_ﬁ_ﬂ 01062

#GPC rl-"" Be A I
y Gun Repair,
Professional I
100% Guaranteed!
Fast and Easy |

At Home Video Instruction I

Learn to repair and customize
I Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns. I

For Free Information Call!

1800-797-0867 1
ww.ameticangunsmith.com
I American Gunsmithing Institute.:

TR 1974

NATIONAL MILITIA needs volunteer officers
to serve in hometown men and women 25 to
65. Teaching counter-terrorism to the public.
Patriotic, courageous, law-abiding. Send
$5.00 to USFF/NM, POB 620684, Orlando,
FL 32862.

KNIVES & SWORDS

Concealed Firearm Classes. Valid training in
Nevada and 20 other states for nonresident
permits! Visiting Vegas? You can shoot real
submachineguns or test your skill in our live
fire video FATS range! The Gun Store, (702)
454-1110. www.thegunstorelasvegas.com

Www. SN S MAaGAZINE.COM

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARY SURPLUS

US Military Equipment & Camo!
Discount Catalog, Lowest prices any place, over 130 items. Packs,
Web gear, Helmets, Knives, Mag pouches, Boonie hats & more.
$2.00 for refundable catalog, OLCG, POB 1618, Alamogordo,
NM 88311-1618 check out our on line catalog, www.olcnet.com

MISCELLANEOUS

CONCEALED WEAPONS License
Identification Badge. Finest quality, made
to order with your License Number; name
optional. Catalog with or without CD Rom
supplement - Free. Seven Seas, 824
Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo
Beach, Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-
2621, Fax 813-641-1721.
badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new
or existing home. Hundreds of programs
available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)

OPTICS

Riflescopes.com

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night
vision at the most competitive pricing.
Night Vision Goggles, Monoculars, Night
Vision Weapon Sights, Camera Adaptable
Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line.
CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-
800-500-4020. Visit us on the web at
www.usnightvision.com. US Night Vision
Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite #1083,
Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-
2626. Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches. Send $2.00 for
list or $8.00 for 12 monthly lists. BPEC
Department G302, BOX 7240, Sunnymead,
California 92552-7240.

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for
claim (including agricultural). Up to 160
acres/person.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com).
Free recorded message:

(707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

MILITARIA

SURVIVAL

VIDEOS

dJAaNUJAaRY 2003 s



ADVERTISER PAGE
JANUARY 2003 MTM Molded Products .. ...... 47
Magnum Research ........... C4

ADVERTISER’S INDEX Mag-na-port International . . . ... 57
DBI/Military Book Club .. ... 18-19

ADVERTISER PAGE ADVERTISER PAGE MidwayUSA . ................ 55
Ajax Custom Grips ........... 57  Colorado School of Trades .. ... 46 jilimnich ng Parts ........... 64
Armed Forces Cannon Safe ................ 46 Orfagon Trail Bullet ... 16

Merchandise Outlet ........ 69  Dixie Gun Works ............. 69 Otis Technologyl .............. 6
Firearms Engravers & European American Armory . .. .. 7  Outdoor Channel ............. 23
Gunmakers Exhibition . . . ... 65 FobusUSA ................. g7  Performance Company ........ 56
AllVertical .................. 71 FlashDist ..........covn... 4g  Presliks Gunstock............ 70
Bagmaster .................. 64  Fort Knox Security ........... 70 RGuns ... 33
Blackhawk ... ............... 13 GrovesEdge ................ 4  Southern Security Safe ........ 56
Barrett Firearms ............. 54  Heritage Safe Co. ............ 69  SpringfieldInc............... 29
Black Hills Ammunition . . ... ... 14 Insight Technology ........... 17~ Smith & Wesson ............. G2
Baird . ... ..o e 65 JantzSupply ................ 39 SureFire..................... 9
BrOWNING . o vvvveeeeeenn 15 KG Industries ............... 70  Tactical Command ............. 3

COMPASSECO . ..o vvveennnn. 69 Law Concealment ............ 65  Tag Extreme Expo
Crimson Trace Corp .......... 27  LeePrecision ............... 62 Interactive Conference . .. . .. 49
Cylinder & Slide . ............ 57  Legenday Arms .............. 70 Taurus ...l C3
Michael’s of Oregon ........... 5  Zanotti Armor ............... 56

IrT

ON'T MISS AN ISSUE :

ORDER BY FAX

GUNS MAGAZINE
all yeor for only $19.95

When you want the latest news on gadgets, guns
and gear - turn to GUNS Magazine every month,

- Q1 Year $19.95 Q 2 Years $34.95 O 3 Years $46.95

: (Singl copy $47.40) (Single copy S 80) (Single copy $142.20)
Or Mol to: Dutside US. odd 515 per yeor. Allow 4-6 weeks delvery.
GUNS MAGAZINE a sill my MC/Visa/Discover No.
591 Comine de lo Reing, Exp.Date ___ Initial ______ O Check/MO Enclosed (only if maifing)
Swite 200 MNome
Son Diego, (A 92102 Address
City State Zip
HA5-GS001 E-mail Address

TO ORDER BY FAX, SEND TO: (619) 297-5353
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Get all four of these Special Editions and Save 57.85! Individually they'd cost you $39.80.
You can get them all through this offer for only $31.95!
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S TALE

BY JOHN TAFFIN
i Hiw:

-

THE TEACHER
LEARNS A LESSON

C AMRR*RE:

and gunwriter. Seven years ago, after 31 years of

teaching, I hung up my chalk to write, shoot, and
hunt full-time. During my professorial years I calculate I
had somewhere around 7,000 students, most of them won-
derful kids, and I still have a lot of great memories.

It is a rare day that I can move around town without
running into at least one of my former kids. I’ve shot with
them, hunted with them, been served by them, had repairs
done by them, one of them does most of my taxidermy
work, and I probably have been hugged by more women,
all former students, than anyone else in town.

Teachers learn very quickly of the truth in the old saw,
“You cannot judge a book by its cover.” However, we are
human — despite the fact some kids would never believe
that — and we do make mistakes, sometimes serious mis-
takes in judgment.

For more than 20 years, I led a double life as a teacher

Three Strikes And You're Mistaken

Take Marshal for example. It was not too long after the
height of the Cuban Missile Crisis when the door to my class-
room opened one afternoon. I was right in the middle of a
great lesson in algebra and had the kids, at least most of them,
right in the palm of my hand. Now the moment was broken.

Marshal handed me a transfer slip from out-of-state,
and I noticed immediately that he had a Cuban last name.
Strike 1. He also had long, stringy black hair. Strike 2. And
he was wearing old army fatigues and combat boots.
Strike 3. But he wasn’t out, he was in... In my classroom.

My first thought was “Lord, I do not need this.” Boy
was [ wrong! I had immediately judged this book by its
cover instead of actually reading it first.

For the remainder of the year, Marshal proved to be my
best student, and probably the politest young gentleman I
have ever known. He often came back at the end of the
school day to visit and it was truly a sad time to see him
leave at the end of the school year.

One afternoon about five years later, the door to my
room opened, and Marshal stepped in once again. This
time he was not carrying a transfer slip but rather a small
bundle in a blanket. He wanted to share his firstborn with
me. Truly, one of the great joys of being a teacher.

Another Opportunity to Learn

I should have learned from Marshal but sometimes
when it comes to learning I’'m very slow, and this slowness
was especially personified with Arnold. Arnold came from

a large Hispanic family, had very dark skin, and was prob-
ably the laziest student I ever had.

In one full year he never advanced past getting his
name on a piece of paper. He never did an assignment, he
never passed a test. He was never any problem, he was too
tired for that. I judged him as the most worthless kid [ have
ever had. He certainly never came back with his firstborn.

Shortly thereafter, I had Arnold’s younger brother who
turned out to be just the opposite, a great student, and
when he got out of school, he went to work in a local boot
shop and has made a very comfortable living, along with
several other former students of mine, repairing and
shining shoes and boots.

I go to the shop regularly, as it is a habit of mine, a nec-
essary ritual, to have my boots shined before every trip, be
it to hunt, go to a CAS match,, SHOT Show, NRA Show,
whatever. One recent Saturday, I walked in and a different
fellow was there to shine my boots, and although it had
been 30 years since I had seen him, I immediately recog-
nized Arnold.

I was still judging, and the thought went through my
mind that he probably just got out of jail.

Thankless, Heart-Breaking Joh

As we talked, I learned he was just filling in for his
brother who had gone hunting. When I asked him what he
was doing I was stunned and made to feel very small. It
seems Arnold worked in one of the local Senior Citizens’
Homes. A place such as Elmer Keith, Charlie Askins, and
my step-father all ended their days in.

He told me several stories and one that really stuck
with me was about an old lady in a wheelchair who always
shouted at him, “Get away from me!” anytime he came
near her.

“I figured she just didn’t like my dark color,” Arnold
confessed. He went on to relate that he decided to do
something about this, and one day instead of getting
away from her, he simply gave her a big hug and told
her that he was going to make her like him. She
absolutely melted. Her defense mechanism was gone,
and they became the best of friends. I knew that woman
did not die friendless.

Arnold has one of the toughest and most thankless
jobs in the world. As he talked to me I thought of the
immortal words of Kipling, “You’re a better man then I
am, Gunga Din,” and I certainly had to say the same
about Arnold.

I misjudged this fine man. If I ever again begin to judge
by appearances — and not being perfect I probably will —
may Arnold come immediately to mind. Some lessons are
far too valuable to forget.
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Made in the U.5.A., the BFR offers awesome power

and accuracy in an al-stainless package built to precise MAGNUM'S
tolerances. It's designed to meet all your handgun hunting
requirements, whether you Ike to shoot the classic
A5/70 or the newest .480 Ruger/.475 Linebaugh. |

One of the biggest, finest revolvers you can own, this [ 4 I
comfortable-to-shoot, single-action design retails for less BIGGEST, FINEST
than $1,000. For more information, visit your favorite firearms REVOLVER

dealer, or visit our website at www.magnumresearch.com

OO0 0 006-¢0

45/70 Govt 45 Long Colt/ 475 Linebaugh 480 Ruger A0 Marlin A44 Marlin A54 Casull 22 Hornet
410

nef lor wale in Caldprnia
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