






72 WALTHER’S P-38 DAVID M. FORTIER
This tough old war-horse can still shoot with the big dogs.

78 JUST DO IT MIKE CUMPSTON
S &W’s magical first revolver is too valuable to actually shoot .... so we did! Check out the results.

4 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

2003

ON THE COVER
Fred Craig and Caspian’s
1911 custom  pachage.
Photo by Ichiro NagataFEATURES

48 TRAIL GUN EXTRAORDINAIRE CHARLIE CUTSHAW
Taurus’ .45 ACP Tracker totes tidily on the trail.

52 SPECIALIZATION IS FOR INSECTS ROY HUNTINGTON
Pocket Tool madness! These handy widgets can be a pistolero’s friend.

54 IRON VS. STEEL MIKE DALTON
The Steel Challenge match takes on all-comers — guess who wins?

58 MAGAZINE SPRING MADNESS JOHN S. LAYMAN
Elastic limits and “sets” — what’s the real truth about pistol magazines, anyway?

60 MASTER FORGER! PAT COVERT
Bladesmith Kirk Rexroat forges blades — and a relationship with Al Mar Knives.

62 THE OLD AND THE NEW CHARLES E. PETTY
Pistolsmith Fred Craig shows his stuff — with Caspian steel and titanium — in this 1911 extravaganza.

70 GUN JUICE AND ELBOW GREASE ROY HUNTINGTON
Is there more to cleaning technology than Hoppe’s No.9?  You bet!

Volume 27, Number 163 MAY•JUNE 

54

62 ON THE COVER
Fred Craig and Caspian’s 
1911 custom  package. 
Photo by Ichiro Nagata

62

48

        



28 BETTER SHOOTING DAVE ANDERSON
You’ve got to hit the target first ...

30 THE AYOOB FILES MASSAD AYOOB
A fearless counter-attack by heroic store-owners takes the day in this jewelry store shoot-out

44 THE SIXGUNNER JOHN TAFFIN
Rescuing a Colt New Service from the junk heap.

118 GUNNYSACK CHARLES E. PETTY

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 5

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER® (ISSN 0145-4250) is published bi-monthly by Publishers’ Development Corp., 591 Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego, CA 92108.  Periodical postage paid at San Diego, CA
92108, and at additional mailing offices.  Subscriptions: One year (six issues) $16.95.  Single copies $4.95 (in Canada $6.25).  Change of address: four weeks notice required on all changes.  Send old address
as well as new.  Contributors submitting manuscripts, photographs or drawings do so at their own risk.  Material cannot be returned unless accompanied by sufficient postage.  Payment is for all world rights for
the material.  The act of mailing a manuscript constitutes the author’s certification of originality of material. Opinions expressed are those of the bylined authors and do not necessarily represent those of the mag-
azine or its advertisers. Advertising rates furnished on request.  Reproduction or use of any portion of this magazine in any manner, without written permission, is prohibited.  Entire contents Copyright© 2003 Pub-
lishers’ Development Corp.  All rights reserved.  Title to this publication passes to subscriber only on delivery to his address.  SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS: For immediate action, write Subscription Dept., 591
Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego, CA 92108.

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER®, 591 Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego, CA 92108.

8 SPEAK OUT 

20 HANDGUN HUNTING J.D. JONES

22 COP TALK MASSAD AYOOB

24 REALITY CHECK CLINT SMITH

32 TACTICAL ADVANTAGE KEN HACKATHORN

34 COMBAT SHOOTING DAVE ANDERSON

36 PISTOLSMITHING ALEX HAMILTON

38 HANDLOADING CHARLES E. PETTY

40 TAFFIN TESTS JOHN TAFFIN

43 HANDGUN LEATHER CAMERON HOPKINS

46 THE 10-RING COMMANDER GILMORE

130 THE INSIDER ROY HUNTINGTON

DEPARTMENTS

COLUMNS

RESOURCES
85 CATALOG SHOWCASE

101 SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS

122 CUSTOM CORNER

124 CLASSIFIEDS

126 SPOTLIGHT

127 AD INDEX

GUN OF THE MONTH

Win this .45 ACP fighting combo from D&L Sports, Caspian and SureFire!

76

4040

60

52

20

32



CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!
You’re licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.  
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious message. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and
insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. H0503,
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491

6 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

WARNING: Firearms are dangerous if used improperly, and may
cause serious injury or death. Due to the inherent variables in the
reloading of metallic cartridges, verify all published loads with manufac-
turer’s data. Consult a professional gunsmith when modifying any
firearm. Be a safe shooter!
PRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES.

EDITOR ROY HUNTINGTON   

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT KIM TERLECKY  

ART DIRECTOR LISA STAHLHUT   

ART ASSISTANT RICH STAHLHUT   

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION JULIE A. GALBOS   

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR   ICHIRO NAGATA

INDUSTRY EDITOR   RUSS THURMAN

FIELD & TACTICS EDITOR CLINT SMITH

FIELD EDITOR JOHN TAFFIN

FIELD EDITOR CAMERON HOPKINS

SHOOTING EDITOR   CHARLES E. PETTY

LAW ENFORCEMENT EDITOR   MASSAD AYOOB

PRACTICAL SHOOTING EDITOR   DAVE ANDERSON

HUNTING EDITOR   J.D. JONES

PISTOLSMITHING EDITOR   ALEX HAMILTON

KNIFE EDITOR PATRICK COVERT

FOUNDING PUBLISHER
GEORGE E. von ROSEN (1915-2000)

PUBLISHER
THOMAS von ROSEN

SUBSCRIPTION (619) 819-4539
www.americanhandgunner.com

EDITORIAL (619) 819-4535
ed@americanhandgunner.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING (619) 297-6655
class@americanhandgunner.com

PRODUCTION (619) 297-8520
production@americanhandgunner.com  

INTERNET www.americanhandgunner.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
STEVE EVATT
NATIONAL ADVERTISING:
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200,
San Diego, CA 92108 (619) 297-8520
Fax: (619) 297-5353
email:steve@americanhandgunner.com

EAST COAST ADVERTISING:
SIG BUCHMAYR
Buchmayr Associates,137 Rowayton Ave., Ste. 410,
Rowayton, CT 06853 (203) 855-8834

PRINTING SERVICES: QUEBECOR WORLD
FILM PRODUCTION: WEB-TECH, INC.
GENERAL COUNSEL: STEELE N. GILLASPEY





PACT and Club Timer, are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. Copyright Y2K+2

SPEED AND ACCURACY
As a student of shooting, you know that the real differ-
ence in skill shows up when you compare time-to-hit. You

also know that the only way to improve your hit time is
by diligent practice. The problem is that without a

timer you have no way of knowing if you are moving
toward you goal of hitting more quickly or sliding
back. Of course any timer will give you your shot
time, but you are really looking for more then that.
You want a timer that teaches you what you need to
know about your shooting in a simple and straightfor-
ward manner allowing you to focus on your shooting
instead of jacking around with your timer.

Both the Club Timer 2 and the MKIV Championship
Timer are carefully designed with this mission in mind.

Both will tell you everything you need to know about
most strings at a glance with no button pushing at all. If
you do want to review your individual shot times, each will
display all the shot info at once (Shot number, split time, total time) so you don’t have to page back and forth in some sort of
VCR programming drill. The MKIV goes several steps beyond the Club Timer 2 allowing you to program and simulate advanced
courses of fire, includes a full feature chronograph, ballistic computer and lead calculator.

Do you enjoy messing with your balance beam scale when
you load? Sliding those weights back and forth and waiting
for it to settle down AGAIN - ugh! A PACT digital scale puts
an end to all that hassle - just weight the charge and get on
with the show. The PACT BBK2 electronic scale now runs off
an AC wall-adapter as well as standard 9-volt battery. The
Digital Precision Powder Scale goes a step farther and can
drive our Digital Powder Dispenser. All PACT products are
made in by us here in the USA. All are backed by our no BS
30 day money back guarantee and limited lifetime warranty.

TOLL FREE...800 PACT INC
800-722-8462

Fax: 972-641-2641
Dealer inquires welcome

$129.95
Delivered

MKIV Timer

BBK II Scale
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I find it quite intriguing the number of
deaths per year of people killed in cell
phone related automobile accidents
(2,600) — “Death by Cell Phone,” the
Insider, March/April issue — is nearly
the same number of people who died in
the World Trade Center attack. And yet,
no one has donated billions of dollars for
the relief of the victims and their fami-

lies, and no one has started a “War
Against Cell Phone Users.” Both sets of
people are just as dead. Both sets of cir-
cumstances are just as horrific — to the
victims. But to the unaffected people of
the United States, there just isn’t the
drama and emotional content involved
with the stupidity of using a cell phone to
kill another human being. A jet passenger
plane is much more beguiling, and build-
ings falling down create a much more
stunning spectacle than the sight of two
cars colliding in an unwarranted accident.

Yes, the parallel to gun control issues is
still there. Gun control advocates focus on
the spectacular, on the emotional aspects of
the issue. They totally ignore the millions
of safe, sane and rational uses of guns by
honest, law-abiding citizens each year.

Tim Morton
Shawano, Wisconsin

XD Fandango
What’s all the singin’ n dancin’ about?

The problem is not the definitions, it’s
what we are doing with them and what
they do for us.  Folks were using the
DA/DAO terms to get “safer” guns with
longer/heavier trigger pulls. That doesn’t
work anymore. The XD is as safe or safer
with its SA pull as the Glock with its DA
pull. Indeed, the Glock’s DA can be as
risky as a SA in many hands.

It’s just the same for gamers. They
were trying to keep the more “difficult”
longer/heavier triggers apart from the
“easier” shorter/lighter pulls with those
definitions. That doesn’t work anymore
either.

The terms do not fall into two groups
like they used to. The terms still work as
far as defining what the guns are doing, just
not what we want the terms to do for us.

SPEAKOUT
YOUR FORUM 
TO PONTIFICATE,
PONDER AND
PROBE

MARCH/APRIL









Using the NIJ’s term “SFA” (striker fired
action) won’t do either because there are
long/heavy/hard and short/light/easy pulls
out there too. But, it would allow the XD to
play, protect and serve with the Glock, get
a few more contracts and even some tro-
phies. Works for me, how about you?

Mike Orick
MSgt, USAF (Ret)

More Red America
If there were an “It Needed To Be

Said Award” in journalism, Roy Hunt-
ington’s “Red America” editorial
(Jan./Feb. 2003) should take top honors.
The self-anointed “intellectuals” so keen
to give up freedom for perceived security
seem to be in large part to be of the same
ilk who shun the idea of personal respon-
sibility for most of this country’s social
problems. Thomas Jefferson once
referred to the “yeoman farmer’s” influ-
ence on the future of this country. He
understood the future of America
depended on self-sufficient individuals
who could not only supply the nation’s
needs but defend them from all enemies
— both foreign and domestic. Both our
coasts seem to have lost this knowledge.
Thankfully the Heartland remembers!

Jack Carson
Noble, Oklahoma

Blue Strikes Back
As a member of “Blue America,” I

was insulted and amazed at the ignorance
in Huntington’s editorial. I was born,
grew up and raised a family no more
than ten miles from Midtown Manhattan,
yet I went to PTA meetings, bought Girl
Scout Cookies (from my three Girl
Scouts), drive a postal truck, have a gun
or fourteen, I take out the trash everyday,
my kids have all had pets, played ball,
spilled ice cream on the hardwood floors
and people like me generally make
things run in this country. People in my
family have fought, were wounded and
died fighting elitism and ideas such as
this in Germany, Belgium, Okinawa,
Vietnam and even Birmingham. 

We get involved with kids, the old and
hungry, we pay our teachers what they
are worth and even though I don’t use a
personal organizer I know what it is. And
just because I read, appreciate the arts
and shop on 5th Ave. doesn’t mean I
don’t know how to build a Chrysler 440,
recognize a Bradford pear tree, shoot a
gun, run a chainsaw, rebuild a house,
grow a garden and raise great children.

Just because you read about a woman
from NYC who didn’t know her a** from
a hole in the ground, don’t get the idea we
are all like her. Most of us are hard-
working Americans with hopes and ideals
just like you and if we are going to survive
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as a nation we are going to have to fight
the real enemies of our country not each
other. Now if you excuse me, I have to
make some sauce, read some Herman
Hesse, tweak a Holly carb and my
daughter and I are going shooting.

John Valandingham
Bogota, NJ

As a member of Red America — stuck
living in the Blue section myself — I beg
your pardon, John. Now … “when can we
move” is the real question? Editor

Country Boy Can Survive
I absolutely loved “The Insider, Red

America”, (Jan./Feb.). I live in Indiana
and make my living with my hands, as a
union really pushes the Democrat party
here. They say “Vote your pocket book.”
I say vote for the right to protect your
family and the right to feed your family
by killing the food yourself. I’m young,
only 26, but things like gun rights and
hunting have got me interested in fol-
lowing the candidates and what they
believe in. I do the repairs on my vehicles
and home myself. I don’t need an orga-
nizer to remember my mom’s birthday or
to show up for work. I’m looking into a
pistol to carry and picked up your maga-
zine at my local grocery store. I’ll be
picking it up again and keeping the
country going in Red America by just
doing what I do. Thanks for reminding us
all. The song “Country Boy Can Survive”
by Hank Williams Jr. came to mind.

Matt Eldridge
Via e-mail

Smith On-Target
I just finished reading Clint Smith’s

“Reality Check” in your March/April
issue. I would like to applaud Mr. Smith
on his simple but eloquent statements
concerning all of the circus-antics many
of we “fundamentals-first” trainers see
our students bring to class. While we
fully understand that learning sound tac-
tical movement and the playing of hide-
and-seek games in a class setting are fun
and can have merit, this must come only
after one has mastered the art of hitting
one’s target first, not at the expense of it.

Dean Gamburd
Total Tactical Training, Inc. 

Barney Fife
The Air Marshall program was created

to place men and women with superior
skill-at-arms onto commercial airliners to
protect the traveling public. With all due
respect to Ayoob’s suggestion of allowing
all LEOs who travel by air to do so armed,
I must ask him, how many of today’s law
enforcement officers could perform up to
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the minimum requirements of the FAA’s
Tactical Pistol Qualification Course
(http://communities.prodigy.net/sportsrec/
fam-lawman/gz-fam-qual.html)? My bet
is he would agree with me that less than
5% of LEO’s would pass the first time. 

The measure of putting armed citizens
in the air should not be merely the fact
one is wearing a badge, but superior skill-
at-arms. I’m writing this note to you
while traveling from PHX to ATL at
37,000 ft. and I can assure you I would
rather be traveling with 120 men and
women who have the non-law-enforce-
ment skill of Rob Leatham than with one
LEO who shoots like Barney Fife.

Ken Siverts
Glendale, AZ

Interview Kicks-Butt
I’ve been reading gun magazines for

over 20 years but this is the first I’ve
felt compelled to write. I have to say,
the interview Michael Bane did with
author Stephen Hunter was fantastic
(Mar./Apr.  issue).  After I  read the
article, I bought “Pale Horse Coming”
— a great book I simply could not put
down. Since then, I’ve bought two more
that quickly captured me. I searched the
web and found a site that gives some
interesting info on Stephen Hunter,
including all the books he has written:
www.stephenhunter.net,  for those
inclined to want to know more. 

I would like to see your magazine do
more quality interviews like this one,
and/or periodic book reviews of offerings
that may interest your readers. Thanks for
opening my eyes to a new author who I
enjoy reading immensely.

Don Verba
Via e-mail

Don, it might please you to know Stephen
proved to be a sterling fellow during our
contacts with him, and followed-up the
publication of the interview with a
thoughtful note of thanks to us — a real
gentleman, indeed. Editor

Point, Shoot … Miss?
I read the reader-mail from the “vet-

eran” instructor that, once again, is a
shout from the point-shooting pulpit. His
comment about telling his student to have
“faith” really riled me. I have a video
tape of a Georgia deputy who fires 33
rounds at a 50-year old combat vet who
shoots and moves with an M1 carbine.
The deputy hit the killer once. I’m sure
that deputy had “faith” and while you
watch the video and get to listen to the
deputy’s death rattle, you pray “faith”
gets him a nice seat at the kid’s table in
heaven. His “faith” in just pointing and
shooting his pistol in a fight — that was
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at distances of 20 feet to as close as about
eight — didn’t carry the day and allow
him to win.

I’ll bet that deputy can tell us first-
hand that “just pointing and shooting”
doesn’t work. Sorry, I just don’t like
trainers who think the square range is like
a fight. To me the square range is to a
fight, what college is to real life. Great
articles all-around, and kudos to Clint for
telling it like it is.

Rick Staples
Via e-mail

Vulgar? Who, me?
Keep up the great work with American

Handgunner, it’s a fine publication. How-
ever, as I was reading the March/April
2003 issue I was surprised and disap-
pointed at the appearance of vulgar lan-
guage and explicit references. Naturally,
these types of words and expressions are
used throughout our society and, although
I don’t condone their use, I understand
people are going to use whatever lan-
guage they want to express themselves.
However, I do exercise control over the
type of material that enters my house-
hold, particularly that which can be
accessed by my young son. Please clean
up the language in the magazine. The
vulgar language does not add value or
credibility to your publication.

Steve Webber 
Lancaster, PA

Steve, your points are well-taken. The
English language can be colorful,
descriptive and yes, even offensive in
varying degrees, depending upon your
own “offense” meter. Your words
describing how this language is “used
throughout our society” are true and
since this magazine is produced by actual
human beings who live, work and play in
that society, it’s only natural a few more
colorful words may creep onto our pages
at times. Most of our writers and readers
are strong-willed, fiercely independent
types and as such, are generally not
afraid to speak their peace. I feel fortu-
nate to help supply a forum for those
often-controversial thoughts. Editor

Forum for Handgunners
How about setting up an American

Handgunners subscribers-forum where we
can meet and discuss our unique home-
grown martial art, the handgun. Also on
the wish list is a compilation of “The
Ayoob Files” on CD-ROM. If the rest of
the readers are like me, they tend to pass
an issue on down the line. I know a person
standing twenty-odd feet away with a
knife can be a serious threat. Why? I read
it in the files. I don’t have the issue any-

SPEAKOUT

Continued on page 109
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HANDGUNHUNTING
J.D. Jones

TIPS, TECHNIQUES
AND POLITICAL-
INCORRECTNESS

S
SK and others have made
extremely powerful single shot
.50s on the XP receiver, and the
introduction of the Encore made

it possible to chamber several very pow-
erful ones, such as the .50 Alaskan in that
excellent pistol. The Encore, with correct
rubber grips and brake, handles extreme
recoil very well.

Since SSK makes various pressure bar-
rels for the industry, Cor-Bon selected
SSK to make-up the first pressure barrels
for the .500 S & W Magnum. Later, a dif-
ferent configuration pressure barrel was
fabricated to fit S & W’s pressure mea-
suring system. In the meantime, I’ve had a
good bit of shooting experience with the
.500 S & W Magnum in a 10" plus bar-
reled SSK Encore. Basically, it will easily
do about 2,000 fps with Speer 300 and
325 gr. bullets. At this velocity the 325
Speer HP creates quite devastating
wounds, as you might imagine. 

As far as I know now the bullet selec-
tion will start with the 275 grain Barnes
and end with a 440 grain cast bullet. We
have a lot to learn about it and also the
.475/500 and .458/500 JDJ Woodswalker
cartridges, which are now in the initial
shooting stages at SSK — where, by the
way, .500 S & W barrels are now avail-
able. I expect the .500 S & W Magnum
will be relatively easy to shoot and quite
successful both in the market-
place and in the field.

Editor’s Note: Read the Insider for more
details on the .500 S&W Magnum.

T
he Remington 1868 Rolling block
Navy model .50 caliber pistol was
the first .50 cal cartridge pistol.

With about 25 grains of black powder
and a 300 grain lead bullet, it was consid-
ered a helluva’ manstopper in its day. It worked so well, as a matter of fact, ammo con-
tinued to be produced by Remington and WW into the 1920s. Of course the six shot 1873
Colt SAA and its competitors signaled the death knell of the single shot individual personal
protection kinetic energy system. A few Springfield trapdoor rifles in 45-70 and 50-70 were
converted to pistols over the years and then interest waned. WW II took up a lot of time
and resources and the next real innovation was the 44 Magnum. 

Very little was done in .50 caliber pistols until the Contender started being cus-
tomized. Lee Jurras used the basic .500 Nitro case for his .50 Howdah and I chose the
standard .50-70 case for SSK Contenders. Both worked reasonably well and probably
created a bit of interest in .50 caliber by other custom gunsmiths. SSK had also made
some really powerful .50s on XP-100s. 

The next real attempt to market a .50 was by a company called HWP, who had cases
made with correct headstamps. The case was derived from the .348 Winchester opened to
50 — AKA .50 Alaskan — and radically shortened. I made several Contender test barrels

for them and I retained the first experimental barrel for
myself. HWP’s idea was to convert Dan Wesson

revolvers to .50 and I understand a few were actu-
ally made up. Then I lost track of them.

As I recall, sometime later the .500 Magnum
— later changed to .50 Linebaugh — surfaced,
and began to be successful and was also made
by several other custom gunsmiths. Visually I
can’t tell the two apart without looking at the
headstamp. Obviously, this success and

resulting publicity inspired the .50 AE in
Magnum Research Desert Eagle. Further

revolver work was done with longer .50 caliber
cases on the Ruger Maximum frame and similar

setups. In my experience with .50 caliber revolvers,
the Double action Ruger conversion by Bowen has
been by far the most pleasant to shoot. A well designed
DA revolver style and grip in my opinion handles
recoil far better than a SA style. 

I
t’s finally come to pass — a true
biggie in the revolver business is
chambering a .50 of their own

design. Of course, this isn’t a new thing
for S & W, as they teamed with Rem-
ington for the .44 and .41 Magnums in the
days of yore. In this case the ammo
teaming was done with Cor-Bon.

Rumors of S & W’s interest in a .50
started shortly after last years SHOT
show and things went quickly after that. 

BIG IS
BETTER

A 325 at
2,000 fps!
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S&W MAGNUMS&W MAGNUM

*

.500 .500 

.50 Cal. Remington
1868 Navy Rolling Block

From left to right: .50 BMG, .500 S&W
Mag., .475/500 JDJ, .458/500 JDJ.
From left to right: .50 BMG, .500 S&W
Mag., .475/500 JDJ, .458/500 JDJ.
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COPTALK
Massad Ayoob

OPINION AND
FACTS FROM
THE MEAN
STREETS

W
hat we say may not be what
the other guy hears. Some-
times the wrong communica-
tion can start something we

wanted to avoid.  
Thirty years as an instructor has taught

me communication is a three-step process.
First there is “Message sent.”  Then a
“Message received.” Finally there’s the
often-missed third step: “Confirmation that
message has been correctly received.”

I was reminded of this by a failure on
my own part in the third step recently,
and since it occurred in the pages of

A
n Anglo cop is giving a stern lecture
to someone he’s about to let off with
a warning instead of arrest. But the
suspect, a Hispanic, is looking at the

ground as the officer speaks.  The cop reads
this body language as an insult. The
lawman barks, “Hey, buddy, I’m talkin’ to
you,” and soon a confrontation escalates.
This is because no one told the Anglo cop
that in Hispanic cultures, casting of the eyes
downward is a sign of deferential respect.  

A hard-bitten old detective arrives at the
scene where a rookie officer has had to
shoot a violent criminal.  As the older cop
interviews the younger, the latter has diffi-
culty making eye contact, and seems to be
uncomfortable in a close space with the
questioner.  The senior officer’s “I’m being
lied-to” alert goes off, because he was
taught at interrogation school these were
body language signals of deceit.  The
investigation is now going down a trail that
leads away from the truth instead of toward
it, for one simple reason.  The senior cop
was never taught the victim of a recent
near-death experience  —  such as a cop
who has just had to shoot an armed
attacker or be killed by him — will often
have the body language of a victim. This
almost exactly mimics what many have
been taught is the body language of deceit. 

T
he story is told of a SWAT
call-out years ago where it
looked as if the suspect was
about to open fire.  A com-

mander snapped to a police sniper,
“Take him!” The sniper’s rifle spoke
immediately, dropping its target.
When a lawsuit subsequent to the
shooting got too hot for the man
who had given the order to fire, the commander said, “I said ‘Take him,’ not ‘shoot
him’!”  One wonders what other meaning the commander could have possibly had in
mind under the circumstances.  In any case, prevention of such “weasel-wording” is
one reason police precision riflemen now use more specific and by-the-book com-
mands when the situation indicates that deadly force must be employed.

The “gunfight at OK Corral” was doubtless the most controversial and the most
widely studied officer-involved shooting in 19th Century law enforcement.  There
are many different versions in print, but most agree that some interesting verbiage
immediately preceded the shooting.

Virgil Earp, chief of police of Tombstone, was the man in charge and the one
who did the talking when the lawmen and Doc Holliday faced the cowboys in the
alley in question.  Virgil Earp reportedly told the cowboys, “Put up your arms.”
The meaning, of course, was to raise their hands.

Instead, the Earps said later, at least one of the Clinton/McLaury faction made a
move as if toward a gun.  He was about to put up an entirely different type of “arm.”
Witnesses said that Virgil Earp then blurted something like, “I don’t mean
that!” But if he had anything else to add, the gunfire drowned him out.

Body Language
Miscues

I had quoted from memory a comment
IDPA board member Walt Rauch had
made to me when we discussed the topic.
Walt had said the fact the gun’s manufac-
turer had described it on the maker’s Euro-
pean-based web-site as single action con-
firmed IDPA’s decision. In the article, I
referred to it having been “advertised” on
the site.  Walt feels that my words unfairly
characterized the decision: he believes that
a manufacturer’s specifications published
on a web-site are not merely “advertising,”
which the public expects to be laced with
frivolous claims, but constitute the equiva-
lent of a catalog, which is more in the line
of documentation.

I’ve always seen a web-site as more
advertising than documentation, and that
personal view apparently colored my
view of Walt’s words.  For this, I here-
with apologize.  

A lot of miscommunications have far
more serious effects, and that bears
some discussion.

WHAT YOU 
SAID ISN’T
WHAT I HEARD

American Handgunner, it ought to be
corrected here.  I recently wrote a feature
story on the Springfield XD pistol.  Part
of the story revolved around the decision
of the I.D.P.A. to put this gun in the
Enhanced Service Pistol category for
single action guns.  My feeling was that
since its shooting and trigger pull charac-
teristics most resembled those of a
Glock, it should be in the Stock Service
Pistol class along with the Glock.

*

WHEN WORDS
ARE TAKEN
WRONG

                 





REALITYCHECK
Clint Smith

FIRST-PERSON
THOUGHTS ON 
SURVIVING IN 
THE REAL WORLD

I
n the month of May we completed a Ladies Defensive Handgun Course at Thunder
Ranch and, as always, I learned some new things and reaffirmed some things I’d
seen before. In all honesty, I’ve seen the same things for many years but wanted to

confirm it one more time before I wrote this. 
As is the case with such things, there are always two sides to most stories. This story

has the man’s view — and the women’s view. First off, as best as I can recall, when
marriage vows are exchanged the parties declare in public to do things together and to
support one other and to be there until the inevitable death that accompanies life with
distressing regularity. Over the years I have
seen and heard a lot of peculiar things consid-
ering the marriage vows we agreed upon.

F
or the man of the family there is a
point of interest here. Most men
cannot teach their wives how to
shoot. In many cases, short tempers

and impatience have ruined the potential
to create new women shooters. In short,
men can be assholes in this department.
The really sad part is this ruins the possi-
bility of having man’s best potential
partner available to him in a life or death
conflict — his wife. 

Being smooth, like you were when
you were dating, how about a bouquet of
flowers and a dinner out as a introduction
to the, “Oh by the way, what do you think
about going to the range and shooting a
little? You don’t have to be like a SWAT
guy or in the Army or anything like that
when we go. Just consider learning the
mechanics and some basic marksman-
ship. Please?” You smooth devil you. If
you can have her get basic skills as part
of a class or with other like-gender
shooters it sometimes smooths the way. 

Next point: Do you really think it’s a
good idea to give your wife your hand-
me-down handgun? I’ve often heard “I got
this gun from my husband when he got his
new one.” Men, lets get this straight. You
are going to take a handgun you don’t
really want and pass it down to your
partner? Not to overstate the case, and not
every hand me down handgun is a bad
one, but most I’ve seen wouldn’t be my
first choice for my wife — or even yours.

It’s Only Your Life

Puppies Are Cute—Not Guns

HAND-ME-DOWNS
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F or the women, it is a bold assumption that you presume to be above getting
your hands dirty by defending your husband, children and yourself. Women, by
what I know of them by nature, nurture, grow and care for things. The thought
of taking a life is generally against the grain of the gender. However, whoever

said “Hell hath no fury like a women defending her children or family”
knew of what he — or she — spoke of. They display the heart of a

Nazi sniper when they have to.
The problem is, ladies, the skills of

Continued on page 100

A woman’s generally
smaller hands fit well on the

mid-sized Glock pistols.

Women:

• “It’s his place to protect me … that’s a 
man’s job.”

• “Nothing has ever happened to us, besides 
I don’t like guns.”

• “I don’t like guns around the house … 
we have kids.”

Men:

• “She doesn’t like guns … I took her to the
range once and she didn’t like shooting my
.44 Magnum.”

• “Yeah, I gave her my old gun when I 
bought my new one. 

• “She doesn’t really need a good gun — 
she doesn’t shoot much anyway.”

Tougher than a tree knot — Ms.
Kimberly did well with a full Pre-
sentation Grade Les Baer Thunder
Ranch Special in .45 caliber.

Tougher than a tree knot — Ms.
Kimberly did well with a full Pre-
sentation Grade Les Baer Thunder
Ranch Special in .45 caliber.
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Dave Anderson

A
skins perhaps said it best: “…the average
police officer is an abominably poor
marksman, knows he is, yet doesn’t care,
will spend neither his time nor his money to

improve his skill, has no interest whatsoever in his
service pistol, and yearly pays with his life…for
this alarming disregard of basic fundamentals.”
(The Pistol Shooters Book, by Col. Charles Askins).

That was said 50 years ago. When Askins joined
the Border Patrol in 1930 few departments offered
any training at all. Fortunately great improvements
in firearms training have been made. Starting about
the mid-`30s, more and more cities began providing
ranges, training and regular qualification require-
ments for their officers. At the federal level the Border Patrol
and the FBI set the trend in firearms training.

Today no department or agency, large or small, would dream
of putting officers on duty without adequate training and qualifi-
cation. Additionally we have highly regarded private training
centers like Thunder Ranch, Gunsite and the Lethal Force Insti-
tute. Manufacturers of police equipment (S&W, HK, Glock,
Surefire, SIGARMS, and others) also have academies providing
excellent instruction.

Today peace officers take the responsibility that goes with car-
rying a weapon very seriously. Many augment their basic training
with additional practice, on their own time and at their own
expense. They take advanced training — sometimes with assis-

R ecently, I got into a discussion with
some friends about an incident
where a man had been shot and

killed by police. No one questioned the
use of  deadly force. The suspect had just
killed a police dog and was pointing a
gun at officers.

But they couldn’t understand why so
many shots had been fired. Three officers
fired a total of twenty rounds — 19 shots
missed.  The range was perhaps 20 yards.

My belief is society has a substantial
reservoir of support for police, sympathy
for the dangerous aspects of the occupa-
tion and even a willingness to give police
the benefit of the doubt in difficult cir-
cumstances. Situations in which a fusil-
lade of shots is fired have the potential to
undermine this support.

T
he general public knows little about
how hard it is to shoot under great
stress. They read of twenty shots

fired and imagine a two-minute firefight
— not realizing the three officers probably
fired those shots in maybe two or three
seconds. Such incidents may make police
look incompetent, wildly spraying bullets
and endangering bystanders. Or else they
may appear callous, remorselessly cutting
down the suspect. 

Why so many shots and so many
misses? In my opinion it was quite
simple: the officers were doing the best
they could. Indexing the gun and
releasing the trigger smoothly, under the
tremendous stress of knowing your own
life is in extreme danger, is not easy. They
just couldn’t make the shot.  What that

SIMPLY 
BAD SHOTS

tance from their department, and
sometimes on their own dollar.

In many ways training is
better than ever. There’s more

emphasis on realistic defensive training, and interactive systems
such as FATS (Firearm Action Training System) and LaserShot
help prepare officers to make crucial shoot/don’t shoot decisions.

Unfortunately, due to time and budget constraints something
had to be sacrificed to make way for new programs. Many times
what is sacrificed is training in precision marksmanship. Fifty-
yard qualification is largely a thing of the past and many pro-
grams place little emphasis on even 25-yard shooting.

One ostensible reason is many service autopistols lack the
accuracy of the revolvers they replaced. That’s hogwash. But
I’ve also had instructors tell me their departments were delighted
to drop precision marksmanship training since it reduced
training time and costs and made qualification easier. 

tells me is their training needs improve-
ment. As the saying goes, “In an emer-
gency we do not rise to the occasion. We
default to our level of training.”

Precision marksmanship training
develops important skills. It requires
development of a stable shooting stance
and hold, to keep the gun still. It
teaches sight alignment and trigger con-
trol. Most importantly, it builds confi-
dence. By all means keep the newer
methods of instruction, but let’s not
abandon the basics.

Building defensive skills is like
building a house. The foundation
should be the ability to make an accu-
rate shot on demand. Right now I think
we have some fancy houses
with shaky foundations.

Foolish 
Fusillades? MARKSMANSHIP WINS

*
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December 2, 1994. William “Pappy” Head, 71, and Thomas Jefferson Salter, 56, are what
today’s young predators would call “OGs” — “Old Gangsters.” Pappy is a known hit man, on
parole after serving only a year of a five year sentence for conspiracy to commit murder,
and both have a long history of robbing banks and jewelry stores. Salter has told his son he
does it for the adrenaline rush. Both are members of a loose-knit gang of all-white robbers,
killers and dope-runners known in the deep South as the Dixie Mafia.

Their target is Beverly Hills Jewelers, an upscale shop within sight of the Henrico
County Police Department and the local FBI office on the outskirts of Richmond, Virginia.
The store has already been cased for them the previous September by crooked carnival
workers tied to the Dixie Mafia, when they were in town for a fair. It looks fat and easy.
Pappy unlimbers his double-barrel, 12 gauge sawed-off shotgun and Tom draws one of the
two handguns tucked in his belt, a 1911 .45 auto. They roll ski masks down over their
faces and burst through the door.

They don’t know that when they emerge, they’ll be wearing body bags instead of ski masks.

Preparation
In his mid-forties, married with four kids, storeowner Gary Baker was not a man who

took chances. This was why he had situated his jewelry store in one of the lower crime
suburbs of the area, the Wistar Mall on Staples Mills Road. The interior had the show-
cases laid out in a squared-off horseshoe pattern, reasonably well secured from unau-
thorized entry behind the counters. At the back of the store, the office area was elevated,
offering a view of the store proper but shielded by an invisible steel-walled partition that
Baker has designed himself.

A shooter since boyhood, Baker always snorted at police handouts that told merchants to
surrender to armed robbers and put themselves at their mercy rather than resist. Not long
before, it became apparent that an anti-gun governor was going to ramrod through a “one
gun a month” law in Virginia. It seemed like a good idea to stock up. Baker had purchased
eleven Rossi .38 Specials, five-shot snubbies, and laid them out at ten foot intervals behind
the counters, invisible to the public but readily accessible to staff. All were loaded with Rem-
ington 125 grain semi-jacketed hollow points. He wanted simple “point and shoot” guns that
all worked the same, and could be easily deployed under stress. In addition, he secreted his
own Remington 870 12 gauge pump gun where he could reach it near the door to his office.
Under one back counter, as incongruous among the little matte blue .38s as the Great Dane
among the wiener dogs in the Disney flick “The Ugly Dachshund,” lay a stainless steel Ruger
Super Blackhawk single action .44 Magnum with ten-inch barrel.

LEAD AND DIAMONDS: THE RICHMOND
JEWELRY STORE SHOOTOUT

Situation: Two particularly brutal and heavily armed criminals hit an upscale 
jewelry store — and meet a firestorm of armed citizen resistance.

Lesson: Sound planning beats seasoned perpetrators. Sometimes, the more 
firepower you have, the better. The best cops in the world can’t help 
you if they aren’t right there, right now.
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Continued on page 91
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Full Size

Now you can get high-
performance ballistics 
without sacrificing 
the tactical edge of 
a high-capacity
autopistol. 

GLOCK has taken 
its proven “Safe Action
System” technology and
applied it to the sizzling
new .357 auto cartridge.
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TACTICALADVANTAGE
Ken Hackathorn

TIPS AND
TRAINING ON
TACTICS, GUNS
AND EQUIPMENT

S
o, you carry a handgun for self
defense. Your CCW is up-to-date,
you go to the range at least every
few weeks and practice, and have

attended a shooting school or two. Great,
you’ve checked most of the blocks to
make you well prepared and ready to
deal with any threat you may encounter.
Or are you?

Consider the following situation. You
are returning to your car parked in the
local parking garage. It is late, you notice
that the area your car is parked in is not
well-lit. As you approach your car, two
young males step out of the shadows and
move toward you. You quickly move
toward your car making sure your jacket
is open so you can get to your sidearm. A
few feet from your car you hear the
words, “ Nice ride buddy — how about
giving me the keys?”  Great …

You turn carefully as your hand goes
to your pistol. One look tells you these
guys plan on causing you trouble. A mil-
lion thoughts go through your head as
you draw your handgun to a good low
ready position and you announce: “Leave
me alone, get away from me.” At the
sight of your gun, these two bad guys
suddenly decide there’s something
pressing they have to attend to, mumble
something about wanting no trouble and
disappear like a whiff of smoke. You
stand there for a few seconds with the
strange feeling of “What in the hell just
happened” then quickly check your
flanks to insure there is nobody else
waiting to ambush or harm you. You
quickly re-holster and get into your car. 

As you put the key in the ignition you
note a slight tremor in your hands. What
would have happened if you hadn’t had
your handgun for protection? After all the
training and practice, not a shot was fired
and when the bad guys saw your gun
they left in a flash. “Wow,” you think,
“This self defense stuff really works.”
You feel positive about how things went.
With care you back out of your parking
stall and leave the parking garage plan-
ning on returning home with a story to
tell your family. 

A
fter driving only four or five
blocks you are surprised to see
flashing blue lights behind you

with a police officer signaling you to pull
over. A voice from the speaker in the
police car orders you to shut off your car,
drop the keys out the window and show
your hands. “What the hell is going on
here,” you wonder.

What has happened is the two bad
guys who were prepared to borrow your
car and wallet have called the police and
reported they were threatened by a crazy
man with a gun in the parking garage.
Guess who has the problem now? 

Understand that in our society, he who
cries wolf first is often considered the
“victim.” And in America today, police
agencies react very quickly to “man with
a gun” calls. The response time is typi-
cally short and numerous officers tend to

W
hat did you do wrong? If you
have to show your sidearm to
defend yourself, make sure

you are the first person to call the
police, or ask someone else to report
the fact you had been threatened and
you had to defend yourself. Make sure
the complaint to the police comes from
you and not someone watching or the

HAVE GUN —
CAN STILL LOSE

respond. The fact is that the police are
going to treat you like the criminal,
disarm you, and may actually take you
into custody unless you are really good
when you “’splain the situation” to them.
Many agencies don’t give an officer that
much of an option on what he can do on
a call like this. It’s likely you may be
arrested — even if he believes your story.
You may find yourself in-custody as they
attempt to figure out what “really” hap-
pened. If the reporting party is anony-
mous, it may even be more touchy.

In most states, pointing a firearm at
another is at least a misdemeanor, and in
many it is a felony. Either way, you may
find yourself in need of an attorney and
subject to the criminal justice system. Oh
joy. All the time you will be saying to
yourself — and anyone who will listen —
“Hey, I’m the good guy in this.” 

cretins who just tried to rob or intimi-
date you. All in all, I’d say this alone is
a solid argument for a cell phone. 

As soon as you’re sure the scene is
clear and you are safe, dial 911 and
report fact you have been assaulted. Give
the description of those involved and the
direction they fled. Good or bad, this is
the way the system works. Make it a
point to cry wolf first — and the loudest.
It may not sound like the actions of a real
tactical tough-guy, but it will give far
better results than being on the receiving
end of a cop yelling “Show me
your hands – now!”

Wolf!
Wolf!

Surprise, Surprise, Surprise

*

911
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COMBATSHOOTING
Dave Anderson

SOLID ADVICE
TO KEEP YOUR
COMPETITIVE
EDGE HONED

T he LEM design also allows
“second strike” capability. If a
hard primer should fail to do
its thing, the shooter can pull

the trigger again for another try.
This “uncocked” pull is much
heavier since now the trigger has to
compress the powerful mainspring as well as the trigger-return
spring. The weight of pull from this position exceeded my trigger
scale, but I’d estimate it at 13-14 pounds.

The value of second-strike capability is debatable.  The
advantage is that it gives another crack at igniting a
hard primer. On rare occasions I’ve
come across cartridges that failed to
fire on the first try but fired on the
second try. Current factory
ammunition is so reliable, this has
become a remote possibility.

That’s the only problem
second-strike capability will
resolve. If the failure to fire results from
anything else — a dud round, forget-
ting to chamber a cartridge, failing to
seat the magazine fully, or some other
bit of idiocy — the shooter could stand
there clicking all day, sounding some-
thing like a bad starter solenoid. All
without improving his situation one bit. 

Some instructors teach a broad-spectrum antidote. If the gun
fails to fire, instead of trying to analyze the reason or pulling the
trigger again, they recommend the tap-rack-bang drill. Tap the
base of the magazine to ensure it is fully seated, rack the slide to
chamber a fresh cartridge, and fire. I rather like this approach
myself. In any case the USP with LEM gives the shooter the
option.

Strike Two

A
ll USP’s made since October 1999 have a manual
lock inside the back of the magazine well. With the
LEM, the action must be uncocked before the lock

can be engaged with the key provided. Once locked the
pistol cannot be fired, nor can a round be chambered.

Other than the LEM option the pistol is identical to the
standard USP Compact. Despite the name, this is not really
a small pistol. Dimensionally, it’s comparable to the Colt
Commander model. Magazine capacity is ten rounds of .40
S&W ammunition.

I have yet to encounter a USP that was not accurate and
reliable. The Compact was no exception. It proved com-
pletely reliable and with the factory ammunition available,
shot 2" groups at 25 yards. The LEM trigger is a practical,
well designed, well made feature providing another
useful option to an outstanding and versatile pistol.

H
K has developed a new trigger module for the excellent
USP pistol. Called the LEM (Law Enforcement
Module) — as opposed to the Lunar Exploration
Module of the Apollo days — the new trigger is an

improved double-action only design. Compared to the original
double-action only trigger, the LEM provides a pull that is
lighter, smoother, with shorter trigger travel and much quicker
trigger reset. Currently it’s available for law enforcement per-
sonnel only with a pull of 7.5-8.5 pounds. A variation with a
4.5-5.5 pound pull is planned which should have considerable
potential for production-class competition.

The LEM hammer is actually a two-piece unit with an
internal cocking piece separate from the external hammer. When
the shooter inserts a loaded magazine and racks the slide to
chamber a cartridge, the mainspring is fully compressed. The
external hammer then extends slightly from the slide, serving as
a visual and tactile indicator the gun is cocked.

When the trigger is pulled, instead of having to overcome the
resistance of the powerful mainspring, the shooter is pulling
only against the lighter resistance of the trigger return spring for
the initial take-up. During this take-up the external hammer is
rocked back to its full rearward position.

With the test gun it took a pressure of 3.5 pounds to move
the trigger through a travel of 7/16". From there, pressure built
smoothly and predictably to 8.5 pounds over an additional 5/16"
of travel, at which point the sear released to fire the gun.

After firing, a forward movement of the trigger of just 5/16"
was required to reset the trigger for the next shot. There’s no
need to let the trigger move all the way forward for follow-up
shots, although the gun will function just fine if you do. Quick
trigger reset is a feature competitive shooters value, as it’s one
of the keys to fast and accurate shooting.

Universally
Behaved

*

The action 
of all USP's
made since
October 1999
can be locked. 

Pressing the trigger back
7/16" against pressure of
3.5 lbs. rocks the external
hammer back. Another
5/16" movement against
8.5 lbs. fires the pistol.

Pressing the trigger back
7/16" against pressure of
3.5 lbs. rocks the external
hammer back. Another
5/16" movement against
8.5 lbs. fires the pistol.

HK’S LEM 
LANDS ON EARTH

 





PISTOLSMITHING
Alex Hamilton

THE INSIDE
SCOOP ON 
PISTOLSMITHING
TECHNIQUES

W hen a custom gunsmith really reaches his or her prime they become accom-
plished metalsmiths, blacksmiths, metallurgists, woodsmiths, and tool and die
makers and reach a level where no matter what a customer wants, they can be

satisfied. Members of the American Custom Gunmakers Guild and the American Pis-
tolsmiths Guild are, simply put, craftsmen and women who can make anything you can
dream-up. The Gunmakers Guild members create art in rifles and shotguns and the Pis-
tolsmiths do it with handguns. A few members of the Pistolsmiths Guild, like George
Wessinger and his wife, satisfy their customers in both rifle and handgun work adding
whatever engraving you like.

Mature, sophisticated shooters who have grown beyond plastic-handled handguns,
synthetic rifle stocks and firearms built for function — who are looking for fine equip-
ment they can show off with pride — go to America’s finest gunsmiths to satisfy their
tastes. Expensive work like leather butt-pads, rust bluing, skeleton butt plates, integral
front sights on revolvers, fishscales and checkered texturing and custom ivory grips are
made to order for the firearm aficionado who has reached maturity. 

O
ne of the most exotic areas in
which these artisans work is
custom metalwork, like octagon
barrels for revolvers. Only a
handful of gunsmiths have the

ability to cut a tapered octagon barrel.
Larry Crow, Hamilton Bowen, Jim Stroh,
myself and a few others can create
tapered octagon barrels for Ruger and
Colt single actions. But hold onto your
wallet 'cause it’s going to cost anywhere
from $700 to $1,000 to have a tapered
octagon barrel built. The price will
include a front sight and fitting an ejector
rod. I like to use Jack Weigand's inter-
changeable blade front sight milled into
the front of the top flat for a pleasing
melded-in look.

Fitting the ejector rod is possibly the
hardest job which, in turn, is a big
expense. The rod housing must be tapered
on the bottom to match the taper of the
flat, and the sides must also be tapered so
they will not overlap the edges of the flat.
Fitting the ejector housing is done com-
pletely by hand with a file. 

To make a tapered octagon barrel
involves an expensive custom made fix-
ture. The fixture has a dividing head on the
left and a tailstock on the right. The barrel
is held between these two parts and the
fixture is swiveled to the proper taper
angle. Considerable mathematics are
involved to determine how deep each cut
should be to achieve the dimension across
the flats. It is a complex mess fraught with
demons and Murphy's Law, but when
done correctly produces a beautiful,
graceful barrel that will make the gun-
smith and owner proud. Hell, just lifting
this heavy fixture onto the milling
machine is worth $50.00. 

R evolvers hold an innate graceful
beauty that most semiautomatics
do not have. However, there is
considerable exotic custom work

that can be performed on semi autos that
will give you something nobody else
has, and at the same time empty your
old wallet. One modification I like to do
is both functional and beautiful — a
welded beavertail on a Browning High
Power. I believe the High Power is the
most graceful, externally well designed
semi automatic out there. Its complex,
double-tapered slide makes it a delight
to look at, carry, hold and shoot — how-
ever, old man Browning kinda’ lost
steam when he got to the rear end.

If you have big hands and your HP
has a spur hammer you’re going to get
bitten sooner or later and, by golly, it
hurts like the dickens bringing your
day’s shooting to an abrupt halt. Bill
Laughridge of Cylinder and Slide Shop
likes to silver-solder a beautiful beaver-

Exotic Gunsmithing: Part One TAPERED DELIGHT

tail and shape it like a Brown giving it a
nice upward sweep that looks really
cool. I like to Tig weld the tail on so the
joint line does not stand out when the
pistol is blued, but the results are the
same. A welded and shaped beavertail on
your Browning will cost $125.00 and up,
plus refinishing. It’s expensive, but well
worth it. What price happiness, anyway?

If you just gotta’ have a big super
custom 1911 style and have a need to
pull away from the maddening crowd
you can go all-out and build up an
STI Socom model. It even has an
integral light rail on the bottom of
the frame's dust cover. Mount a
Surefire flashlight onto the
frame and I guarantee you will
attract mucho attention. That little
eye catcher will set you back to
the tune of $3,000 — plus tax.
I’ll bet you’re glad you were
sitting down for that
one, eh?

EVEN AUTOS CAN BE PURTY

STI "SOCOM"

Browning
beavertail

welded and
shaped.

*
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Handsome is 
as handsome

does — this
elegant example

of the gunmaker’s
art is what a

patient customer’s
reward might be.
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HANDLOADING
Charles E. Petty

SAGE ADVICE
FROM THE
HANDLOADING
GURU

E
veryone makes mistakes. It’s human nature. But what
we’d rather not do is make them in front of a crowd of
witnesses who see, and know, exactly what you did

wrong and are not at all bashful about rubbing your nose in it.
Let me present the new 10mm Petty Awshit.
It was really just a simple case of mistaken identity, which,

tragically, took place in front of a crowd of other writers. We
were getting training on Oehler’s Model 43 Personal Ballistics
Laboratory. With it the hobbyist can get remarkably accurate
measurements of chamber pressure by simply gluing a small
strain gage over the chamber of the gun. Two wires are sol-
dered to the gage — routed through a controller that plugs
into a laptop computer. The results are very much
like those used in industry from equipment
that costs tons more.

Most of my work used Contender
barrels in a wide range of calibers. The
gun is mounted in a Ransom Rest
and one of the precautions taken is
to be sure the wire doesn’t get
pulled off the gage. First the gauge
is covered with a blob of fast-set-
ting epoxy to protect the connec-
tions and then a coil of extra wire is
taped to the barrel to provide a little
slack if the wire gets jerked anyhow.

The wire is taped to the barrel with
black electrician’s tape. As luck would
have it the best place to put all that stuff is
right over the markings on the barrel. No
trouble. We are, after all, highly trained professionals
who can tell those things at a glance.

So when I got ready to shoot the .357 Magnum I picked
out the barrel, wired everything up and fired the first shot. The
report was a weak pop and there was no reading of pressure or
velocity. The case that came out was fat in the middle and rea-
sonably normal at both ends. You could also see the impres-
sion of rifling on the forward quarter inch and the middle was
expanded by .05". Much to my surprise the case wasn’t split,
since brass stretched that much usually does. I caught a lot of
grief over that. Don’t know why, for all I had done was fire a
.357 Magnum cartridge in a 10mm Auto barrel.

Some other interesting oops include firing a .40 S&W in
a .45 ACP and 9mm Luger in a .40. Wait, you say, both those
cartridges will fall right through the barrel. And so they will,
were it not for a handy gadget called the extractor. You’d
think that loading the smaller cartridge in the wrong maga-
zine would be very noticeable, but loading magazines is
such an automatic thing we do it almost unconsciously.
If the cartridge is held by the extractor it
will almost surely fire.

DON’T TRY THIS 
AT HOME, KIDS

S
omewhere there’s a stone
tablet with the words:
“Automatic pistol car-

tridges headspace on the case
mouth” boldly emblazoned on
it. One of the really neat things
about conventional wisdom is
that sometimes it’s true. And
sometimes it’s irrelevant.

A glance at the SAAMI
drawings for cartridges and

chambers reveals a source of confusion. They are conve-
niently shown one above the other with bunches

of dimensions, but the only two we care
about here are case length and chamber

depth. Since the .45 ACP is everyone’s
favorite cartridge let’s use it as an

example. The .45 ACP cartridge
drawing shows a dimension of
.898" with a tolerance of -.010". In
other words a case that measures
anywhere between .898" and .888"
is okay and it isn’t unusual to find
them even shorter. Below it is the

drawing for the chamber, and here
the dimension is also .898" but with a

tolerance of +.012". So anything from
.898 to .920" is peachy.
Now let’s add a complication in the form

of the extractor. If the extractor wasn’t there
every case would go into the chamber until it hit

bottom and it really would headspace on the case mouth. Of
course it might not go bang then either. Given the variables in
cases and chambers there might not be enough firing pin pro-
trusion to hit the primer.

So how the heck does the good-old .45 manage to go bang
so reliably? It’s simply because it has a good extractor. When
the round is stripped from the magazine it slides under the
extractor hook and is held against the breech face. Unless the
slop between the rim thickness and the width of the cut in the
extractor is greater than the firing pin protrusion, the gun can’t
help but go bang. Imagine that. Ain’t
conventional wisdom grand? *

From left to right, 
10mm Petty Awshit (.357
fired in 10mm chamber); 
.40 S&W fired in .45 ACP

chamber; 9mm Luger fired 
in .40 S&W chamber

Headspace, Legend, 
And Other Lies  



Your SHOOTING CHRONY,  the greatest Bang for your Buck!

If it doesn’t unfold,
it’s not a Chrony.

Shown: Master Chrony with Ballistic Printer

For precise ammo velocity measure-
ment. For Rifles, Handguns, Archery,
Shotguns, Airguns and Paintballs.
Choose 10 Models from $87.95 to
$199.95; We accept Trade-ins; 
Have a look at our  Shooting Chrony
Ballistics program on our Web Page:
www.shootingchrony.com or
www.chrony.ca

Ask your Dealer or call 1-800-385-3161
SHOOTING CHRONY INC.
3840 E. Robinson Rd. PMB#298
Amherst, NY 14228
e-mail: chrony@shootingchrony.com
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TAFFINTESTS
John Taffin

THE SIXGUNNER
HIMSELF: GUNS,
GEAR AND MORE

J
im Lockwood of Legends in Leather is a master leather
craftsman specializing in reproducing exact duplicates of
the rigs worn by “B” western movie heroes, big-budget
Western stars and the familiar leather seen in TV westerns

of the 1950s and 1960s. He learned much from Bob Brown, who
made leather for stars in the 1930s including Hopalong Cas-
sidy’s unique belt and holster. 

Lockwood is a true student of the old West and carries out his
leatherwork to the most minute detail. When I rendezvoused with
him in New Mexico last summer he actually had a rig with him
that had been worn by the Duke himself, John Wayne, in
several of his early 1930s “B” Westerns. Even when it
comes to carrying concealed — or open for that matter,
since Lockwood lives in an open carry state — he stays
with the traditional. Jim recently made up a concealment
rig for me to pack a 43⁄4" Colt Single Action Army. 

The concealment holster is fully lined and
floral carved, with a neutral cant. It uses a
minimum of leather, like the TomThreeper-
sons, but rides slightly lower and also features
a low cut-out in the front, below the
hammer, for an easier draw and easy one-
handed re-holstering. Rather than being
sewn to the holster, two Chicago screws
secure the belt loop, and this loop also
has two stabilizing ears that ride
behind the pants belt. An over-the-
hammer safety strap is also featured. To
match with the holster, Lockwood also
sent a cartridge slide that is floral-carved and
holds 12 rounds. Normally such a slide would be too stiff to ride
comfortably on a pants belt, however Lockwood cuts a large slot
in the back of the slide so it easily contours to the body and also
allows the positioning of the pants belt loop in the middle of the
slide. A nice added touch features the “see through” holes in the
cartridge loops that are reminiscent of the rigs worn by stars in
the 1930s. Lockwood has named this rig the “Billy Old” after a
famous Arizona Ranger from the early 1900s. Good rig.

L
eathersmith C. Rusty Sherrick works in horsehide and
exotic leather and has come up with a high riding conceal-
ment rig for a 31⁄2" New Thunderer in .45 Colt. Being of

horsehide it maintains its shape without being bulky and also
holds the gun without the need for a safety strap. The holster is
boned to the counters of the single action and is basically a belt
slide with a holster body incorporated. It rides high and tight
and easily concealed. 

Sherrick makes holsters for about any handgun and special-
izes in easy to pack hunting rigs, defensive rigs, and cowboy
holsters. The Super Redhawk is a large sixgun weighing nearly
four pounds with a very long barrel. Much too large to pack
comfortably in any hip holster, at least until Rusty entered the
picture. For the Ruger Super Redhawk, Sherrick crafted a very
light weight crossdraw holster of horsehide with a half flap cov-
ered with shark skin. A most attractive rig that rides high and
comfortable on the waist belt on the off-side. Sherrick now calls
this Big John’s Half Flap Crossdraw.

Von Ringler is the originator of the Wyoming Combination

New Leather Designs For
Concealment and Hunting

Continued on page 102

«A DEUCE 
OF MAKERS

Floral carved “Billy
Old” holster for the
41⁄2" Colt Single Action
Army and matching
cartridge slide by 
Jim Lockwood 
of Legends in 
Leather.

Above, Wyoming Combination Holster by Von Ringler for
the 14" Thompson/Center Contender. Left, C. Rusty Sherrick

crafted this horsehide rig for a 31⁄2" Colt New Thunderer.

             



When rapid precision shots must be taken under pressure is NO time to wrestle with a 5, 7, or 10 pound trigger pull !When rapid precision shots must be taken under pressure is NO time to wrestle with a 5, 7, or 10 pound trigger pull !
The Tactical by STI International is 25% lighter than a standard 1911 with 70% more fire
power and less felt recoil in standard calibers. (9m.m., .40S&W, .45ACP) Mounts all standard
flashlights or laser sight combinations. Stainless steel and aluminum model shown is for
inclement environments. Blued steel models are available in standard 1911 weights.

Dealer inquiries welcome.

www.stiguns.com    info@stiguns.com   512/819-0656

STI Tact 1/2pg4c-AmHand  1/29/03  10:17 AM  Page 1

Prove It ToYourself.

1300 B-3 Industrial Hwy., 
Southampton, PA 18966-4029
TEL: (215) 355-2621  24 hr FAX: (215) 322-9223
Email: info@fobusholster.com

Slip on a hip hugging, low profile Fobus
Holster and you will understand why millions
of elite law enforcement professionals
around the world depend on us everyday.
Our holsters are made from high-density
polymers that are injection molded to create
a comfortable and reliable system that
cannot be duplicated. When you need an
easily concealable, lightweight holster that
delivers both retention and a quicker draw in
one package, choose a Fobus. See your local
dealer today. Lifetime warranty.

www.fobusholster.com

Standard
Holster
Systems

Roto
Holster
Systems

Magazine, 
Lights & Cuff

Systems

Specialty 
Product 
Systems FOBUS

USA

2 ounce
weight

Contoured for
maximum fit

Passive 
retention
system

Positive
locking
system

Custom fit
design
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THE AMAZING “Wear What You Want” CONCEALED HOLSTER
NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW YOU’RE CARRYING.

THE IDEAL DEEP
CONCEALED HOLSTER
THAT YOU’LL WEAR

ALL YEAR LONG.
PERFECT FOR NORMAL
RIGOROUS ACTIVITY.

QUICK ACCESS TO
YOUR WEAPON.

Imagine the freedom of
wearing shorts, jeans, sweats, slacks, T-Shirts, even swimming trunks.  Leave your shirt neatly tucked in or, take your SHIRT OFF!
Imagine a holster with no clothing restrictions! Worn on the hips for all day & night comfort sitting or standing - designed by a
wearer.  THUNDERWEAR™ has sizes to conceal large autos such as 45’s down to 22’s and every weapon in between. Perfect
for revolvers.  “USED BY UNDERCOVER POLICE, FBI,”

ORDER TODAY 1-800-830-3057 Credit Card Orders
$44.95 plus $8.95 S&H  NY residents add 8-1/2% tax

or FAX YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE 888-830-3058 or  516-877-2048

Defense Security Products
3-01 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 108, OLD BROOKVILLE, NY 11545

Visit our “Secure” Homepage - http://www.thunderwear.com

DEFENSELESS

COMPLETE COMFORTTHINK AGAIN!!

TOTALLY CONCEALED

Phone Number (    )____________ Waist Size: _________Right Left      Gun Make _________Model #________

Check Enclosed Please enclose your name & address.  Make checks payable to:

DISCOVER
CARD

THUNDERWEAR™!

NOW Discounters of
Crimson Trace

and

Ask Us!

As Seen On TV’s
Ripley’s Believe 

It or Not!

 NO "WARM"   1/2H  1/27/03  12:42 PM  Page 1

Evolution Gun Works, Inc.
E X P E R T  K N O W L E D G E  A N D  E V O LV I N G  T E C H N I C A L  C A PA B I L I T I E S ,  R E S U LT I N G  I N  S U P E R I O R  R E L I A B I L I T Y

PHONE 215-348-9892 • FAX 215-348-1056
4050 SKYRON DRIVE • DOYLESTOWN PA 18901

WWW.EGW-GUNS.COM

Quality Custom Parts and Service from Evolution Gun Works
Available Direct and through Select Distributors
EGW accepts VISA, MasterCard, and AMEX

You may already know us for

our competition guns, or our

high quality custom parts. The

focus of our parts has always

been better design for improved

function. Our guns work 

consistently, having won over 

thirty major titles in the last 

10 years. When reliability is

the focus of your equipment,

you can count on EGW.

       



WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 43

HANDGUNLEATHER
Cameron Hopkins

FROM CLASSICS 
TO CUTTING-EDGE 
IN CARRY METHODS

M
itch Rosen is short of neither talent nor bravado. His
skill at leathermaking is evident in every facet of his
handmade holsters, from the expertly boned fit to

the finely sewn stitching. His self-assuredness is equally evi-
dent in every facet of his business, from the swagger of his
company name to the boldness of his prices. Mitch Rosen
Extraordinary Gunleather is indeed the Porsche of holsters.

Rosen specializes in concealment holsters. There are no
high-speed IPSC race rigs or concho-encrusted cowboy
models. His array of offering is not small, however, and runs
the gamut from ankle holsters to shoulder setups to inside, out-
side and on-the-belt models. Every one is a virtual category
leader in design and function.

Rosen is also known for the exquisite quality of his leather. His
stock in trade is the finest cowhide. Yes, Ricardo, there is even
Corinthian leather. Rosen offers perhaps the widest range of exotic
leathers this side of Gucci, from crocodile to shark. He once even
made a pocket holster for a Seecamp from tanned frogskin.

Needless to say, you will not find so much as a molecule of
Kydex or an atom of nylon in his traditional shop. You might, if
you look under the sofa, find a scrap of horsehide. Begrudgingly,
Rosen offers horsehide to “those who have been successfully

S
plain this to me, Lucy — how
in the world is it possible to sew
two flat pieces of leather

together and create a holster so exquis-
itely beautiful that it belongs in the Met?
The answer is in the hands of Mitch
Rosen, an artisan who has mastered the
art of stitching like Barry Bonds has mas-
tered the art of hitting. We find a stunning
example of this phenomenon in Rosen’s
Upper Limit belt holster for a Glock G27.

The secret lies in good old fashioned
handwork. Rosen fits the Upper Limit, like
all of his creations, with a traditional wet
boning method, however, the degree of fit
is unsurpassed. Rosen holsters emit a char-
acteristic “click” when the gun is inserted
because the handboned fit is so tight.
Indeed, no snaps, thongs, breaks or straps
are needed to secure a gun in a Rosen-fitted
holster because the boning is so precise.

“There is no substitute for precise fit-
ting to insure a secure fit and smooth
draw. All of our outside-the-pants hol-
sters are fitted so the holster is indented
into the ejection port, front of the trigger
guard, and also firmly into the rear of the
trigger guard. We have been doing this
for over a decade. It is this trigger guard
fitting that causes the weapon to ‘click’
into the holster,” Rosen explains.

The 911 
Turbo Holster

THE
UPPER
LIMIT

The Upper Limit is a minimalist
design of what is generically called a
pancake. Rosen made ours from shark-
skin, dyed a distinctive orangish-red.
The fit is truly exceptional. We inserted
an unloaded, chamber-empty Glock
G27 with a full magazine and turned the
holster upside down. We shook. We
shook harder. We shook really hard. We
even asked James Bond’s bartender to
have a try. All to no avail, the Glock
stayed in its “click-fit” place.

If nothing else impresses you — not
the triple-reinforced stitching, not the
quality of the leather, not the
painstaking handwork — then at least
give Rosen his due on “click-fit.” The
trigger guard recess in the holster con-
forms to the gun like spandex on Brit-
tney Spears. The accent lines that
follow the contour of the gun are tighter
than the tolerances on the gun itself.

Which brings up an interesting
paradox. The Upper Limit is so well
made that it almost seems incongruous
to put a Glock in it. (Oops …
was that my outside voice?)

For more information contact, Mitch
Rosen Extraordinary Gunleather;
www.mitchrosen.com, (603) 647-2971.

advertised to.” The bespectacled former stock broker insists that
fine cowhide is and always shall be the best material for a long
lasting, high quality handmade holster.

As for his bravado, Rosen’s holsters run about twice what even a
good alternative might cost. If a nice Galco pancake sells for $65, a
Mitch Rosen Extraordinary Gunleather version will be $125. Did
we mention that Porsches cost more than Mustangs? Well, they do.
And that’s what is technically known as the price of poker.

*

’

It’s called
“Extraordinary

Gunleather”
for a reason.
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E
veryone who has read my arti-
cles, columns and books over the
years knows of my passion for
the .44 Special. Be it a Colt

Single Action or New Frontier, a Smith &
Wesson 1950 Target, a Ruger Flat-Top or
Old Model .357, the .44 Special gives me
an immense amount of shootin’ pleasure.
The one .44 Special I have never owned
is a Colt New Service. 

There were more New Service Colts
produced from the late 1890s until 1941
than Colt Single Actions between 1873
and 1941 (when both models ceased pro-
duction). Colt Single Actions are easy to
find — New Services are not so easy.
Narrow the search to a .44 Special in either
model and it becomes extremely difficult.
It has been my good fortune to fire a Colt
New Service Target Model 7 1/2" .44 Spe-

cial belonging to my good friend Allan
Jones of CCI/Speer. That old sixgun
shoots like it has built-in radar and is an
example of the highest pre-war gun
building skills prevalent at Colt before I
was born. It is the only Colt New Service I
have ever seen marked  “RUSSIAN AND
S&W SPECIAL .44” on the barrel. I had
previously owned a Colt Single Action so
marked, but I deemed it so valuable I
swapped it to a collector for all the money
in it plus two shooting Colt Single
Actions, a Second Generation .44 Special
and a .45 New Frontier.

Opportunity Knocks
When I was contacted by a reader with

a New Service .44 he thought I might be
interested in I jumped at the chance,
making arrangements for the old Colt to
be shipped to me. Now normally I am a
non-violent, peaceable man, but when I
saw what someone had done to this grand
old gun I wanted to break bones and
make bruises! 

The New Service was indeed marked
“RUSSIAN AND S&W SPECIAL .44”
but it was all downhill after that. The lan-
yard ring was missing, the action was out
of time, the factory grips were gone

John Taffin

Colt New Service .44
Special is only slightly
larger in size than the
Smith & Wesson 
1950 .44 Special.

RESCUING
A CLASSIC

Pre-War Colt New Service “RUSSIAN
AND S&W SPECIAL .44” is now
ready for new service thanks to
Qualite Pistol & Revolver.

         



(replaced by a serviceable but
non-excitable pair of Jay Scott
imitation rosewood stocks),
and what had once been a
beautiful 41⁄2" fixed sighted
New Service, was now a half-
breed. Someone had fitted the
frame with a Smith & Wesson
adjustable rear sight while
leaving the front sight intact.
The result was a sixgun that
shot 18 inches high. There
outta’ be a law.

No way was this sixgun
worth the asking price but I
could see real possibilities
when left in the hands of a
sixgunsmith who understood
old Colts. An offer was made
and accepted and I had a .44
New Service Colt badly in
need of an expert’s touch. I had fired the
.44 before purchasing it to make sure it
would group alright, so all was well in
that department. It would be a matter of
mating the rear sight with a suitable front
sight to get it to shoot to point of aim,
plus a little action-tuning.      

The only sixgunsmith I know
acquainted with the New Service is Milt

Morrison. Remember, these sixguns have
not been made for 60 years. It was duly
shipped off to Milt at Qualite Pistol &
Revolver along with a wish-list. Morrison
would have it for over a year while he
tried to find a couple of new parts. It’s still
missing the hammer-block safety as found
on double actions since before World War
I. Some un-thinking (read stupid) indi-

vidual had taken
this part out making
it safe to carry only
with five rounds and the
hammer down on an empty chamber, just
like a Colt SAA. If anyone should have
one of these parts I would be most inter-
ested in purchasing same, forthwith.

Continued on page 106
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Heavy .44 Special loads from Buffalo
Bore work well in a pair of Colt New

Frontier .44 Specials and Ruger’s
Super Blackhawk, shown below.

The .44 Special 255 at 1,000 feet
per second and the New Frontier

were made for each other. 
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THE 10-RING
Commander Gilmore

STUPID
CROOKS AND
BUNGLING 
BANDITS

T hat’s what Sergeant Alan Piper, a
senior scientific investigator of the
Queensland, Australia, police told
reporters about the arrest of a bet-

ting parlor holdup man. It was the poop
that got him.

Fleeing the scene after pulling his
robbery at gunpoint, 26-year old Jacob
Smith stepped in a pile of dog poop,
leaving nicely defined shoeprints on the
sidewalk, and picking up bits of the poo
in his treads. Smith committed the crime
with a sheet over his head to conceal his
identity, and he canned the sheet after-
ward, but held on to his shoes. Bad
move. Not only were the treads a perfect
match when the cops finally caught him,
but Piper could prove that particular
batch of dog poop left in the treads was
also a perfect match for the poop at the
scene. It all came from the same dog on
the same day after Fido ingested the
same meal. That was enough for the
jury. Now Smith has only a pile of poop
to blame for his ten-year, ten-month
prison sentence. That stinks.

“IT’S AS PLAIN AS POO 
ON YOUR SHOE”

J
ust one more piece of proof that stupidity knows no borders,
folks. This 47-year old wannabe crime-king stuck up a post
office in Halmstad, Sweden, and initially, everything went
better than expected. He told ’em to freeze and they froze.

He told ’em to raise their hands, and they did. He ordered one of
’em to empty all the cash out of the counters and stuff it in a
sack for him. Done! Man, everything was going so well! Then
he went a little too far.

When he was about to leave, as kind of an afterthought, he

T
wenty-year old Alex Pauleus is one crafty critter. He and
two pals had pulled a clean armed home-invasion rob-
bery of an apartment on Court Street in Brockton, New

Jersey, and the cops didn’t have anything on him. He thought.
Sorta bluffing maybe just a little, officers told him one of the
victims, the lady of the house, had positively ID’ed him.

“How could she tell it was me?” he asked them. “I had a
mask on.” Then he relaxed, smug. Then he thought about
what he’d said. Too late, Alex. You don’t get “do-overs” in
crime confessions.

I
t takes a real mental giant to lose money on a suc-
cessful bank robbery, but this dude had the talent.
Striding into the Wachovia Bank branch in North
Miami Beach, our man pulled a pistol from his pocket,

did the usual stick-up speech, and within 30 seconds was
on his way out the door with a bag of loot. Nice job, right
up until the point where he firmly shoved his pistol back
into his pants. Boom!

Witnesses in the bank weren’t sure at first where the shot
came from or where it went, then noticed their suspect sorta
hoppin’ up and down and going “Owie-owie-owie!” He
crab-walked out the door grimacing, spotted his getaway
car and driver waiting across the street, and headed that
way — without lookin’ both ways before crossing. Maybe
his mind was on something else, like his crotch. Too bad.
He never saw the white van bearing down on him.

Apparently the driver of the van didn’t see him either
— not until the impact, and the sickening noise made by
the dude being dragged under the van. Miraculously, when
the van finally screeched to a stop, our luckless lad crawled
out, hobbled painfully over to his waiting ride, and eased
himself in. He got away not quite clean, we think.

The one feature all the witnesses could agree on was the
suspect had two gold front teeth, but even that didn’t prove
to be too helpful. A crime scene tech found both those
choppers on the asphalt under the van. Now local cops are
looking for a suspect with a possible perforated penis and a
significant gap in his grin.

He Took Their Paper, 
But He Left His Gold

HE WAS TOO SMART FOR
THOSE DUMB OLD COPS 

We Don’t Have 
ALL The Stupd Ones

Continued on page 82

Seqouia Blankenship

                  



WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 47

For more information and free catalog contact your local dealer or CZ - USA or see us on the Internet at www.cz-usa.com.
CZ - USA, P.O. Box 171073, Kansas City, KS 66117-0073 e-mail: czusa@gvi.net

At 25 years of age, the CZ 75 B is the most
widely used 9 mm pistol in the world!

That’s quite an accomplishment. Used by over
60 countries for national defense, 
Federal police, state and local police as well
as other armed government agencies, the CZ
75 is the stuff of LEGEND!

CZ 75 B Satin nickel
9 mm Luger & .40 S&W 

CZ 75 B Black polymer
9 mm Luger & .40 S&W 

The  Legend cont inues

At 25 years of age, the CZ 75 B is the most
widely used 9 mm pistol in the world!

That’s quite an accomplishment. Used by over
60 countries for national defense, 
Federal police, state and local police as well
as other armed government agencies, the CZ
75 is the stuff of LEGEND!

The Legend cont inues

CZ 75 B Black polymer
9 mm Luger & .40 S&W 

CZ 75 B Dual tone
9 mm Luger & .40 S&W 

CZ 75 B Satin nickel
9 mm Luger & .40 S&W CZ 75 B Dual tone

9 mm Luger & .40 S&W 
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Charlie Cutshaw
Photos: Ichiro Nagata

Taurus’ Stellar Tracker .45 ACP Taurus’ Stellar Tracker .45 ACP 
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TRAIL
GUN EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaaiirree
I

t’s an unfortunate fact of life that
things don’t always go the way we
wish. Although we hope for the
best, time and experience teaches

us we must expect and prepare for the
worst. In the case of the outdoor sports
enthusiast, preparation includes having
the right equipment to deal with emer-
gencies. Dozens of cases are documented
each year where people are seriously
injured — or even seriously killed — by
wild animals. In the east, bears can be a

problem, as are coyotes, wildcats and
feral dogs. Unlike the propaganda
espoused by some “conservationists,” all
bears are not clones of Winnie the Pooh,
any more than all deer are descended
from Bambi. In other areas, alligators,
although protected, have been known to
attack humans and no matter where one
travels, poisonous snakes are a real pres-
ence. Thus, in addition to all the other
measures taken to prepare for the worst,
the serious outdoors kinda’ person, may

          



Accuracy/Velocity Chart
Load Velocity Group

Black Hills 230 Gr. FMJ 822 3.5"

Wolf 230 Gr. FMJ 843 3"

Taurus 185 Gr. HP 843 3"

Winchester SXT 230 Gr. JHP 907 3.3"

Summit 230 Gr. JHP 940 2.8"

Chronographed using CED Millennium Chronograph. 
Shot off-hand at 25 yards.
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Ribber grips and
an integral lock are just two
stellar features of the Taurus

Stellar Tracker.

“ All bears are not clones of Winnie 
the Pooh, any more than all deer 

are descended from Bambi.”

also be well-advised to have a “little
something” in his or her kit.

Most guns used for such things are
not specifically designed for backwoods
use, but the fact is such handguns do
exist and in most instances they are
revolvers. There’s a good reason for the
“outdoors” revolver as opposed to the
“outdoors” semiauto. The revolver is the
simplest solution for a person who is not
a gun-guy who practices shooting on an
irregular basis. Further, the revolver
remains the most reliable handgun short
of a single shot pistol. For the hiker or
backwoods bicyclist who carries the
handgun solely for self-protection and
may not own another gun, the revolver is
easy to use and carry. The revolver
requires less maintenance and has fewer
working parts than a semiautomatic
pistol. The manual of arms for the
revolver is also simpler. Unlike the semi-
automatic pistol, which requires a “tap –
rack – bang” drill in case of a misfire, the
revolver needs only another trigger pull

to fetch a fresh cartridge up for
firing. Thus “outdoors” handguns
have generally always been
revolvers.  That said, what defines
an “outdoors” handgun?

The Definitive Word
In his classic Textbook of Pistols

and Revolvers, published in 1935,
Julian Hatcher defined the outdoors
revolver as follows:

An outdoorsman’s revolver is one
that uses a cartridge having high
velocity, flat trajectory ..., wind
bucking qualities above the
average, and shock power…; that
has a clean, crisp trigger pull so it
can be shot accurately; that has a
barrel not only long enough to
insure ample distance between the
sights, but also weighted and bal-
anced so as to avoid any effect of
either undue weight or muzzle light-
ness. It must also have sights with

Continued on page 107

         



POCKET TOOLS FOR
PISTOL PEOPLE

T
he older I get the more forgetful I
become. Of course, some people
say I’ve always been that way and
I just happen to be taking note of
it now. I respectfully disagree

with their collective opinions but never-
theless, it brings up a good point. Or two.

The last time I went to the range it sud-
denly dawned on me I had to make six
trips to the trunk in order to feel properly
prepared for any eventuality once at the
local dirt patch. I counted tool boxes, wid-
gets and doo-dads — most of which were
intended to handle unforeseen events like
broken sights and such — and wondered
how I could lessen the load, as it were.
Ditto for my last hunt in the great out-
doors. Once my pack was prepped, it took
the combined efforts of a very kind young
guide and his able helper to hoist it into
the back of a man-sized Dodge truck.

I had become what Robert Heinlein,
author and pretty smart fellow, most
bemoaned — a slave to specialization.
Old Bob thought such things were best
left to the likes of insects and any man (or
woman) worth their salt should handle
any situation thrown their way with a
minimum of fuss and celebration. As I
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INSECTS

Roy Huntington

-IS FOR-
SPECIALIZATION

There was no
small number of
secret looks cast
slyly between them
during the process.
Something had to
be done. 

Which brings
us nicely along to
where we sit at the
moment. I re-
thought the situa-
tion and realized
once again my “be prepared for any
eventuality” mind-set (I’ll bet you have
one of those too…) had brow-beaten me
into dragging along about five pounds of
iron and plastic in the form of tools,
pliers, drivers, pounders and screwers, all
“just in case” my grips came loose.
Shudder the thought. 

Top to bottom; Leatherman, Schrade,
Kershaw, Buck, SOG, Schrade,

Leatherman, SOG and SOG.

Top to bottom; Leatherman, Schrade,
Kershaw, Buck, SOG, Schrade,

Leatherman, SOG and SOG.

      



gazed at my bulging packpack sitting for-
lornly and threadbare on the garage floor,
I took Bob’s arguments to heart and real-
ized it was time to lighten the load. Not
being an insect, I figured it was time to
invoke some serious de-specialization.

All For One
Ever since Tim Leatherman thought it

was a good idea to put a few simple tools
in a nifty folding thingy, the race has been
on for the “best” pocket tool. The race
continues today some 20 or so years later
and we’re better off for it. As I gathered
my wits I realized the solution to much of
my problem lay right in a nylon pouch on
my desert walking belt. Leatherman’s
“The Wave” rocked the boat when it
appeared and with its blade accessible
without opening the tool, it immediately
got everyone’s attention. Mine too, and
that’s why it rides on my belt. But having
said that, I thought a semi-serious look at
what we should expect from these little
friends might be in order. Something
along the lines of “What can one do with
one of these cool goodies?” 

Pistol shooters are, as a breed, pretty
much fuss-budgets and gadget-lovers. At
any particular moment we will more than
likely have two or three handguns, var-
ious amounts of ammo, a pocket knife,
flashlights and who-knows-what-else,
secreted about us within spitting distance.
All making us terribly prepared for
“Whatever might come along” or some
such. I understand, believe me, and it
probably can be properly labeled a sick-
ness. But since we suffer from it, I’ve got
to tell you, you’re remiss if you don’t
count a pocket tool as among those
goodies you can reach for. Sort of an “in
for a penny, in for a pound” kind of a
thing. And here’s why.

Can’t Rebuild Your Engine
Nope, you can’t build a house, fix that

broken main-frame or straighten your
bent axle when you’re 57 miles off the
road in the desert. But, you can certainly
tighten that recalcitrant sight screw you
put off doing before you left, squeeze
that snap tighter on your backpack, pull
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your boot lace through that too-tight hole
in your soggy Herman Survivors, nip off
that annoying wire in your old truck seat
that’s been poking you in your neither-
regions the past 284 miles and generally
take care of those zillion little things that
often (usually?) crop up when you’re not
around your toolbox. Or anyone else’s
toolbox either. 

But it’s important to keep things in
perspective here. We can’t mosey off to
the North Pole with a SOG Power Lock
in our pack thinking it will save our
bacon when the bear finds us, but it just
might open that can of beans when you
need it most. The Kershaw Multi-Tool —
the “Holy Grail” of tools according to
Editorial Assistant Kim — would be
awfully comforting during your $1,500
rifle class you’ve saved two years to
attend, as you notice your $500 whiz-
bang sight is teetering in its spindly
mounts while Clint Smith stares at you
with his steely baby blues, patiently
waiting for you to do something. Did I
mention the other 19 attendees were also
waiting, sorta’ patiently?

A Schrade ST2 fits neatly on a key-
chain and may bail your keister out when

you notice your mustache is sticking out
like an errant sea anemone’s fingers, just
as you’re about to walk through the door
to that job interview at Smith & Wesson.
Snip, snip and you’re as handsome as
ever. Well, at least you don’t look like a
sea anemone.

Shall we go on? We could take this
another step to make sure you have a tiny
knife to go along, since — let’s just admit
it here — it’s not always easy to use the
built-in knives in these things. A little
Buck, Benchmade or some such handy
separator makes having a pocket tool that
much nicer and a good excuse to buy
another knife. 

So Now What?
As they say, “Just Do It” and find one

you like. Keep it clean, oil it and you’re
even allowed to sharpen it sometimes.
The next time a young lady asks “Does
anyone have a screwdriver” and all your
buds with their high-tech tactical folders
stand around, stare at their feet and mutter
their apologies, you can whip out your
Wave and say, “Need some pliers too
pretty lady?” Like Bob said,
specialization is for bugs. *

A deft touch
with a built-in
file can zero
on the range.

Kershaw’s “Holy Grail”
of pocket tools.
Kershaw’s “Holy Grail”
of pocket tools.

Ouch! Stop! Don’t! Know your limitations
when it comes to pocket tools. Unscrewing
barrels is best left to a “real” tool …

Ouch! Stop! Don’t! Know your limitations
when it comes to pocket tools. Unscrewing
barrels is best left to a “real” tool …

           



T
he Steel Challenge is just
six years older since its
rebirth in 1997 and has
provided the gun industry

— and the media — with the speed
shooting excitement needed to show the
fun and enjoyment of shooting.

With the avalanche of anti-gun propa-
ganda, we need shooting events that will
make new and veteran shooters alike want
to become involved in the shooting sports.
The Steel Challenge format is simple and
that’s why it’s so much fun. Hit steel tar-
gets varying in size and distance as fast as
possible, with handguns and — new for
2002 — Bar-Sto/Vang Comp shotguns.
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VS.VS.

Mike Dalton

The Steel Chal-
lenge “World Speed
Shooting Championship”
has always been far more than
just a shooting match to Mike
Fichman and I, when we drew the stages
and made the decision to create the most
visual and spectator exciting shooting
competition we could envision. What was
our goal? In our eyes, simply put, it was to
create more pro-gun voters. It’s our belief
by growing the shooting sports, more
people will become involved in shooting
in a more enthusiastic fashion. This makes
them care about shooting in much more
than a casual “ho-hum maybe I’ll go

THE STEEL

CHALLENGE:

WHERE IRON

MEN TAKE ON

COLD STEEL!

THE STEEL

CHALLENGE:

WHERE IRON

MEN TAKE ON

COLD STEEL!

shooting sometime this year” attitude.
Many times we find people haven’t

been shooting in more than four or five
years. Why don’t they shoot? It’s often
because there aren’t any shooting activities
that inspire them to get out and enjoy their
guns. If people don’t shoot, then they don’t
need bullets, primers, powder, hearing pro-
tectors, safety glasses, guns, sights, holsters
or any other shooting goodie. Much of the
gun industry has agreed with us and has

IRON
STEEL

IRON
STEEL

Photo: 
Miryam

Thompson

Left to right, Mike Dalton, 
match winner Rob Leatham 

and Mike Fichman

          



for prizes. Hornady and Lapua sponsored
the ammunition and every person who
participated was entered into a drawing to
win four Browning and Para guns. We
hope to have more of these “hands-on”
fun competitions for the 2003 event.

Not That Hard?
To become the “World Speed

Shooting Champion” one must negotiate
seven stages of five steel targets, varying
in size from 10" circles to 18" x 24" rec-
tangles positioned 7-yards to 35-yards
from the shooter, firing a minimum of
180 shots. A wide-range of individual
shooting skills must be blended into sym-
phony of visual and motor responses —
all the while controlling ones nerves
while magazine photographers and the
Outdoor Life Channel’s “American
Shooter” film the action.

This year the competitor who was able
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Miculek prooves he
can shoot something
other than revolvers.

Shelby Spees
took the Bar-
Sto Precision
“Top Pre-Teen”
slot. She was
12 at the time
and shot a 
.45 auto.

Shelby Spees
took the Bar-
Sto Precision
“Top Pre-Teen”
slot. She was
12 at the time
and shot a 
.45 auto.

The action is fast and furious
as the air is filled with brass,
smoke and excitement...

“
”

helped award over a million dollars in cash
and prizes over the last six World Speed
Shooting Championships.

Mike and I believe that, like other
sports, we have to inspire enthusiasm for
shooting by promoting our champions.
People need to see and hear about success
and how they can be part of the excite-
ment. It’s my opinion too much of the
gun industry continues to compete for a
bigger share of a shrinking market rather
than aggressively creating new business
for their products. There are some great
companies that “get it” and actively pro-
mote the shooting sports. We’re fortunate
to have over a hundred of these compa-
nies involved with the Steel Challenge. 

Since the Steel Challenge is more than
a shooting match, there were two “hands-
on” events for the spectators. Browning
and Para-Ordnance both supplied guns
for spectators to try their luck shooting

        



to “put it all together” was Rob Leatham.
Rob not only won the “Open” title but
also the “Limited” iron sighted, non-com-
pensated category, with his combination
of Springfield Armory guns, Safariland
holsters, Vihtavouri Powder and Aim-
point scope. Rob’s performance was
nothing short of stunning against one of
the strongest fields of shooters the match
has ever seen. They included Doug
Koenig, Jerry Barnhart, Tatsuya Sakai of
Japan, Angus Hobdell of the United
Kingdom, Todd Jarrett, J.J. Racaza, Jerry

Miculek (2002 Open Revolver Cham-
pion), Everett Brunelle (Junior Cham-
pion), KC Eusebio and many others. 

Rob won the “Open” match with a
blistering total of 68.45 seconds with
second and third place finishers, Tatsuya
Sakai and Todd Jarrett finishing two sec-
onds off Rob’s pace. It should be noted a
score in the area of 70-73 seconds was
expected to win the event. With that in
mind, it’s an interesting fact that six
shooters bested the winning score of
72.77 that won the 2001 tournament.

Rob’s score can be further analyzed by
dividing the 27 strings of fire into his raw
score total and what is revealed is an
astonishing time of 2.83 average time for
each string of fire. It’s also worthy of note
this time includes the reaction to the Com-
petition Electronics audible start signal,
drawing the gun from a holstered position
with the hands held shoulder high, hitting
five targets and — because the “stop
target” is “hard wired” — the flight time
of the bullet from muzzle to impact.
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Continued on page 80

“
”

They were hitting the targets so
fast that the match officials were
having difficulty seeing that the 

targets were struck.

Photo: Miryam Thompson

Cowboys can play too.

They were hitting the targets so
fast that the match officials were
having difficulty seeing that the 

targets were struck.

        





The shooting sports are full of
some of the most knowledgeable
and capable people you’ll meet
anywhere. I’ve been impressed
consistently with the abilities of
those I meet at the range to diag-

nose and fix a gun problem with as little
as some spray lube and a cotton swab.
However, sometimes a myth will creep
into the folklore. 

The magazine spring myth has been
around for many years and is growing in
popularity. It goes something like this:
“You should unload your magazines when
they’re not in use or the spring will
weaken causing failures to feed.” This has
gone as far as shooting competitors actu-
ally unloading their magazines between
stages to extend the life of their springs. A
variant of this myth is: “You
should never load a maga-
zine to capacity and should
always leave it one round
short.” What if you need
that round some day? 

Recently, I read an
article in a gun magazine
suggesting you rotate your
magazines so the ones not
in use can “recover and
rest.” The same author uses
the phrase “spring-set” to
describe weakness of a
spring because it was com-
pressed for a long time.
Hogwash. There’s nothing

further from the truth. Springs don’t care
how long they’re compressed and don’t
require rest, recreation or even a vacation
from time to time.

Shameful Spring Benders
To put this one to rest, you have to

understand creep. Creep is the slow flow
of a non-ferric metal like copper, brass
and lead under force. At temperatures
outside of a furnace, steel doesn’t have
any appreciable creep. Under most condi-
tions, steel flexes and then returns to its
original shape. When pushed past its
elastic limit, steel will bend and not
return to its original shape. All designers
of well-made magazines make sure the
spring never approaches the elastic limit
when the magazine is fully loaded.
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Magazine
Spring 
Madness

Magazine
Spring 
Madness

John S. Layman

‘Creep’ to your ‘Elastic Limit’
to un-earth the urban legend
of ‘spring-set.’

Creep: The flow or plastic deformation of
metals held for long periods of time at
stresses lower than the normal yield strength. 

Elastic Limit: The maximum stress that a
material will stand before permanent defor-
mation occurs.

Yield Strength: The stress at which the
metal changes from elastic to plastic in
behavior, i.e., takes a permanent set.

Permanent Set: Non-elastic or plastic,
deformation of metal under stress, after
passing the elastic limit.

Definitions

Don’t stretch!

Fancy followers bend down 
to allow that “extra” round.

                 



Push the thingy down and
slide the floor plate off.

This should 
fit “just-so.”

Honest. This means the spring will not
weaken when the magazine is fully
loaded — not even over an extended
time. Like 50 years. American Hand-
gunner recently ran a story about a maga-
zine full of .45 ACP that had been sitting
since WWII and it ran just fine on the first
try. So there you go.

Now that the light of truth is leaking
out, lets talk about what is causing failures
to feed. The only way to weaken a maga-
zine spring is to flex it past its normal
range (elastic limit). If this is happening,
somebody is trying to overload a magazine
or has “adjusted” it by bending the spring.
Both of these could cause feed failures.
Shame on you if you’re a spring bender.

Carlton Nether, Customer Service for
Beretta USA, tells us keeping a pistol
magazine loaded for an extended period
doesn’t cause magazine spring failure,
however, failures to feed can result. He
says, “The ammo will ‘roll’ in the maga-
zine. If the mags are kept loaded and
moved around a lot — say on a cop’s belt
— the rolling action can, over time, cause
creases in the cases. These creases can
cause malfunctions. Also the top bullet
will roll against the magazine lips and
creasing can occur there as well. Just
check old ammo that’s been bouncing
around in a magazine for a long time.

We tell police officers if they keep
loaded magazines, take a few seconds to
“cycle” the ammo. Periodically unload
the mag and reload it in a different
sequence. This movement will allow the
bullets to be in different parts of the mag-
azine and help eliminate creasing. 

At STI, Dave Skinner, President and
CEO says, “Personally, I rotate my ‘under
the bed’ and ‘under the seat’ mags about
every six months. I always empty them
the ‘fun’ way and have never had a
failure.” Given what we learned above,
this sounds like a good idea. Smith and
Wesson customer service also says maga-
zines can stay loaded indefinitely without
hurting the spring. 

As we add force onto a spring, it will
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7 Clean your magazines when they get
gritty. Apply oil then remove all excess. Oil
attracts dirt that may cause malfunction.

7 If you find rust on the spring, this is
the culprit. Rust changes the thickness of
the metal and reduces the force applied to
the follower. Cleaning off the rust may help.
For a gun you depend on, replace the spring.
All the major brands and most of the smaller
ones have replacement mag springs available
or try Wolff Springs.

7 If you keep a magazine loaded for
long periods, rotate the rounds every few
months. If you carry a pistol on the job or in
your car, cycle the ammo frequently. These
actions prevent creases from forming which
may cause a misfeed.

7 If you experience feed problems,
first clean your magazines and weapon. Fire
a couple magazines of new factory ammo to
see if this resolves the problem. If not,
send the magazine back to the manufac-
turer — or toss it. 

Continued on page 104

Magazine 
Recommendations

Why you need to be able to take your mags apart.

                



K
nifemaker Kirk Rexroat is one
of those people many of us
would like to trade places with.
Instead of grinding out paper,

Rexroat grinds steel. His daily commute
can’t be too far. When you live in Wright,
Wyoming — a town of only 1,200 people
and no stop lights — it’s hard to drive
across town without nodding to just about
everyone, since you know them. And at
the end of the day, instead of storing his
day’s work on a hard drive, he holds it in
his hands — concrete evidence that
something actually took place.

Growing up in a sportsman’s Mecca,
Rexroat had an affinity with knives early
on: “Being raised in Wyoming in a house-
hold of four boys, scouting, camping
trips, hunting and knives were simply a
part of life. On my finger is a scar
received when I was about eight years
old. In church I was using my mom’s Girl
Scout knife to help make a log church out
of sticks and the knife journeyed away
from the project. Needless to say I gained
an early respect for knives.”

Like many custom knifemakers he
remembers that seminal moment when his
true love affair with knives began. “When
I was a kid my dad received a knife for
renewing an outdoors magazine subscrip-
tion. It had a fixed blade with a black
handle, finger grooves and a brass guard. I
thought that was the coolest knife.” In all
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Mastersmith Kirk
Rexroat Blends

Blades To Perfection

Mastersmith Kirk
Rexroat Blends

Blades To Perfection

Pat CovertPat Covert

MASTER MASTER 
FORGER!FORGER!

likelihood that simple knife didn’t cost
even a pittance — but it planted a seed in
the youngster’s mind that would grow like
a weed in the years to come.

As a young family man, Rexroat
remembers his first experience of actually
making a knife. “A guy at work decided
he was going to make his dad a knife and
that sounded like a fascinating project, so
newly married, I began building one sit-
ting on my living room couch with dif-
ferent grits of sandpaper, and a knife
blank. With age comes wisdom, so lets
just say I’ve relocated from the couch.” 

That’s for sure. Today Kirk is 45, and
his knives can sell for thousands of dol-
lars. It’s a reputation Kirk has earned over
the years by making knives of extraordi-
nary quality, and he has a true knack for

Photos: H. Rexroat Photography

Wright Dagger:
Damascus and
Sambar Stag.

California Dagger:
Damascus and ivory.
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finding the perfect blend of steel and
handle to give his edged artistry person-
ality. If there’s a downside to Rexroat’s
knives, it’s that it is simply hard to
believe he could make them any better!

Forging Ahead
Rexroat has a way with working with

metal that few custom knifemakers
achieve, helped along in his early years
by his career as a welder. He understands
steel and reads it like a book. While many
of his peers buy their Damascus steel
from artisans, Kirk forges his own and
shapes it to perfection. This allows him
greater control over his projects and, no
doubt, adds to the personal satisfaction he
gets out of every knife he makes.

He is a master of patterned steel, and
enjoys matching his finished blades to just
the right handle materials. Per Rexroat,
“Damascus is my favorite. Picturing a
Damascus pattern in your mind and then
creating steps to bring that image to reality
is part of the fascination of forging. With
forging you can create a blade any shape or
size, not being limited to a bar of steel’s
dimensions. I often forge 52100 or ball
bearing steel.” Further testament to his
prowess, Kirk is a member of the American
Bladesmith Society; receiving his Jour-
neyman stamp in 1997 and garnering the
prestigious Mastersmith stamp in 1999. Continued on page 4Continued on page 114

THE AL MAR LEGEND

W
hile many knife companies have loyal followings, few have achieved the cult
status that surrounds Al Mar Knives. The company was founded by Al Mar in
1979 after an eight-year stint with Gerber, where he had achieved chief

designer. Al had a vision for a different kind of knife company, one that would create an entirely
new segment of the edged tool industry known as the “specialty cutlery” market. Al’s idea was
to produce a knife that would meet or exceed the quality standards of a custom knife — at a
price the consumer could afford.

Al Mar’s knives caught on quickly, appealing to the serious user and upscale production knife
collector. Unfortunately, the energetic and visionary knife mogul would only see success for a
short thirteen years. He died a tragically early death in October of 1992 of a brain aneurysm at
only 54 years of age. To many of his fans and admirers, Al Mar was an icon before his death
and his untimely passing made him a legend.

Custom Al Mar Shrike (damascus and
carbon fiber) and factory Shrike with
VG-10 blade and Micarta handle.

Coffen Dagger: 
Blued damascus scales 

and damascus blade.

Don’t Fence Me In Bowie: Bucking horse
mosaic damascus blade and walrus ivory.
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The beauty of Titanium is that it com-
bines light-weight with great strength.
You could make the analogy that it has
the weight of aluminum with the strength
of steel. That’s not ironclad — just a
point of comparison.

When you ask the purchaser of a duty
handgun you can almost bet that weight
will be high on their list of concerns. It
seems as if everyone wants the absolute
lightest thing they can find. But some-
times putting weight first is a big mistake.
As weight decreases, recoil increases and
it doesn’t take long for recoil to become a
problem for the shooter. Everyone has a
different view of that, but it takes an espe-
cially different shooter to say that
shooting an 11-ounce .357 Magnum is
fun. For more years then I care to
remember, my favorite carry gun has
been a Colt Lightweight Commander and
I shoot it well, but it’s not my choice for
recreation. Recoil is sharp and twisty.

At the 2000 Shot Show in New
Orleans I met Gary Smith of Caspian
Arms and he showed me one of the first
of their investment cast Titanium 1911

THE OLD   

Charles E. Petty
Photos: Ichiro Nagata

DAMASCUS &

TITANIUM JOIN

FORCES IN 

THIS CASPIAN 

CLASS-ACT

itanium is the latest material to

take the gun business by storm.

Smith & Wesson started it with

their Airlite revolvers, Rem-

ington uses it for a rifle action, and now

Caspian Arms has made a Government

Model frame from the wonderful stuff.

This may very well be the most dramatic

use of the metal in firearms.

A N D

THE NEW

T
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frames. Their Damascus steel slides had
been around for a couple of years, but it
was sort of a no-brain idea to couple the
two. The idea became an assignment and
the results are stunning. With thanks to
Ichi, the photos you’re looking at might
even be a tad prettier than the gun here
beside me right now.

There are more than a few technical
things we need to discuss. I’ll bet money
that some of you, when you read “invest-
ment cast” dismissed it immediately
because it wasn’t a forging. I also know

there is a certain segment of the shooting
population who is not going to let some-
thing so mundane as a fact alter their
perception of reality. After all someone,
somewhere — who probably didn’t
know squat about metallurgy — told us
that castings were bad. “They are weak
and if you have an investment-cast gun
you will come down with unspeakable
social diseases and be shunned by all.”
The fact is it’s very difficult to distin-
guish a well-made investment cast
firearm from one made from a forging.
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The operative word here is “well made.”
Bill Ruger and his legion accomplish-

ments have been well chronicled in the
months following his death. But one thing
that seems to have been missed in his
eulogy was the fact that, almost single-
handedly, Ruger brought investment
casting to firearms and proved — time
and again — that properly done invest-
ment castings are more than suitable for
gunmaking. Lots of folks don’t know that
Ruger is a leader in the industry, with
foundries in New Hampshire and at their
plant in Prescott, Arizona. Quite a few
years ago I visited there and saw some
early work with titanium castings for use
in golf clubs, artificial joints and aircraft
parts. There surely must be some black
magic in casting the titanium, but it obvi-
ously can be done well.

Titanium has become the darling of
the firearms industry. We are seeing it in a
number of different applications, but the
most direct comparison here is with alu-
minum alloys such as those used in gov-
ernment model frames. My titanium
frame is .8 ounces heavier than a compa-
rable aluminum frame. The slide is a bit
heavier too, so the complete pistol weighs
2.4 ounces more than the Lightweight
Commander. Even though the difference
in ounces is small, the feel is another
matter. The extra barrel and slide weight
move the center of gravity forward a bit
and produce a felt recoil impulse that is a
little sharper than a full-sized gun, but not
nearly as snappy as the Commander.

Load Velocity 1 2 3 Avg.

Black Hills 185 gr. JHP 790 2.03 1.65 1.90 1.86

Federal Match 185 gr. SWC 846 1.35 1.60 1.81 1.59

Federal 165 gr. Ballisticlean 1,062 1.25 1.38 1.44 1.36

Speer 230 gr. Gold Dot 882 1.17 1.15 0.95 1.09

Remington 175 gr.Disintegrator 978 1.48 1.48 1.01 1.32

Taurus 185 gr. Hex bullet 1,001 1.75 1.99 1.62 1.79

Winchester 230 gr. SXT 882 1.44 1.16 1.70 1.43

Accuracy Test Results

Accuracy results are 10 shot groups @25 yd. from a Ransom Rest. Velocity is the instrumental 
average of all shots @15' as measured with a PACT chronograph.
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We can’t see it, but the strength of the
titanium is a big deal. Data provided by a
titanium vendor provides a valuable com-
parison. It shows the Titanium is over six
times stronger than aluminum and virtu-
ally equal to some steel.

Layered Magic
The other thing Caspian has done is

bring newly-manufactured damascus
back to firearms. Long before we knew
much about steel, iron bars were wrapped
around a mandrel and forged together.
The wrapping accounted for the intricate
patterns that characterize early damascus
gun barrels. Knives and swords were

made by a different procedure that
involved many layers of folded metal.
The new process is highly proprietary and
is only available from the Swedish firm
Damasteel AB. Caspian buys billets of
the raw stainless damascus and machines
them into slides and hammers. 

The process by which the damascus is
made is vastly different. It is a Rapid
Solidification Powder metal process.
Molten steel is injected into an atomiza-
tion chamber filled with nitrogen gas. It is
atomized into small particles, which
solidify very quickly. The resulting pow-
dery metal is collected in a steel cylinder.
At least two types of steel powder are

used and they are heated to welding tem-
perature under a vacuum. From there the
raw material is pressed, forged and rolled
to form a flat bar which is then heated
and twisted at a rate of 10 to 100 turns
per meter. This creates the spiral dam-
ascus pattern and it is forged again to
form a billet. None of the patterning is
really visible until the billet is cut and
polished a bit, but the process means that
no two parts will look the same. 

The raw material Caspian receives is
just a black bar roughly 1" x 2" and about
two feet long. First it is rough-sawed into
blanks for slides. The material cut off is
used to make their damascus hammers. The
raw material has no voids and is simply a
gorgeous heat-treatable stainless steel.

Gary and I discussed what we wanted
to do and the decision was unanimous: a
simple gun that would make maximum
advantage of the two materials. Caspian
does not sell complete guns — they sell
parts. The next decision was even more
critical. Who to build it?  Gary suggested
young Kansas pistolsmith Fred Craig. I
had tested one of Fred’s guns and found
the quality of work to be excellent. That
decision turned out to be easy too.

Smith dispatched a set of parts to
Kansas and in the fullness of time — a
long fullness — I got a phone call. Gary is
bubbling, “I got the gun. You’re gonna
love it.” The next morning I concluded he
was right. It was one of those “wow”
moments, if you get my drift. Of course
the bad news of this part is that it’s Hand-
gunner’s custom to send cover guns to Ichi
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before testing them. That way any nicks or
dings that sometimes happen won’t ruin
those luscious photos. I did study the pistol
and workmanship thoroughly and with no
small amount of hand-wringing. Off it
flew to Ichi. Then I waited some more.

When my gun finally came home —
did I mention that an attachment had
formed? — I was able to finally begin to
shoot it. Some questioned my sanity and
thought it was too pretty to shoot. They
were ignored, since all proper handguns
should be shot. On the first lengthy range
session everything wasn’t perfect. The
pistol is very tight and often did not want

to go that last sixteenth of an inch into bat-
tery. That was traced to the barrel hood and
the tiniest touch of a file eliminated the
bind. I know the same thing would have
been accomplished with more shooting but
to tell the truth, all my patience quotient
had been used up waiting — twice — and I
couldn’t stand it any more. 

Such A Pleasure
A thorough inspection revealed no other

flaws and the next range run consumed 100
burp-free rounds. Inspection again, this
time with detail-stripping, found nothing
but good news. It was at this point I wrote

the check — had to have this one.
While Titanium is as strong as steel it

isn’t as hard and the slide can not be fitted
as tightly to the frame as we’d see in a
well-built steel frame gun. The same
restriction would apply to one with an
aluminum alloy frame. With the barrel
removed there was a small amount of
both horizontal and vertical movement in
the slide, but the finish was marked
evenly along the rails. Most folks don’t
know that a well fitted barrel takes up
quite a bit of slide movement and with
the barrel installed slide movement is

TITANIUM IS OVER SIX TIMES STRONGER THAN 
ALUMINUM AND VIRTUALLY EQUAL TO SOME STEEL.“ ”

Continued on page 116
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O
kay you old-timers out there,
we have to face the fact
Hoppe’s No. 9 solvent, that
mystical purveyor of all that
smells good about guns, hits

100 this year. Shall we wax and wane
prophetic for a bit here? Dare we remi-
nisce of the old days, when the subtle
siren smell of No. 9 could bring forth a
state of mind that tottered dangerously
near ecstasy? Let’s do.

One whiff today and I — like you —
am swept back to a skinny 9-year old’s
wonder-days, where a well-thumbed Gun
Digest proved the reasons we could quote
the specs on every .22 rifle in existence.
A Remington 514 single shot, a bottle of

Roy Huntington

Gun Juice
And Elbow
Grease 
ARE TODAY’S 

HIGH-TECH CLEANING

GOODIES WORTH THE

BUCKS? YOU BET!

Hoppe’s No.  9, some old T-shirt patches
and a Dad’s stern look about safety and
gun care, and we were, indeed, in heaven
on earth. They say that can’t happen, but
they’re wrong and you and I know it. 

I once was walking the floors of the
Shooting and Hunting Outdoor Trade
Show (SHOT) when it happened. There,
just out of proper reach of my nostrils, I
could barely make out the tendrils of a
familiar smell. It was gunny, it was com-
fortable, but it eluded me. I walked, fol-
lowing my nose until it dawned on me.
No. 9 had its beckoning fingers out,
pulling me gently along. Soon I found the
source and the big sign on the booth read
“Hoppe’s” and I knew I was home. There,
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reach for the “big guns” of the business. 
Not to avail yourself of modern chem-

ical and cleaning tool technology is like
refusing to go see a doctor because he
uses those “modern, new-fangled con-
traptions” and they’re scary. There’s
nothing scary about today’s new cleaning
contraptions or the goo that goes along
with them. They most often simply work.
And work well.

All that NASA moon technology and
all those college graduates have been put
to good use and the gun biz got the ben-
efit of some of it. Miracle lubes, solvents
that really do “melt” away copper and
other fouling, cleaning gear (rods,
brushes, electronic gadgets) and more
help to make the clean-up chore about as
easy as it can get. Don’t throw the
Hoppe’s away, just add to it.

Some Specifics
Cleaning techniques are not what

we’re talking about here. That will
happen another day, in another story.

We’re concentrating on the fact if you
allow yourself to hesitate to reach out at
your favorite shooting emporium and
actually try something new, you’ll be
wasting precious time and energy
wearing out brass brushes. Today’s com-
panies are awfully smart at times, and I
have to tell you, these days, almost every
time I get finished trying out a new
cleaning product, I’m usually impressed.
Is every one a miracle cure? Nope. Is
every new product the one that will blow
the others away? Not that I’ve seen. 

However, there is so much good
“stuff” out there, it behooves you to open
that moth-infested wallet of yours and
take part in the fun. One of the just plain-
nicer things today are the handy and com-
plete cleaning “kits” available to the
average shooter. Unlike the old days
when a cleaning kit was a rod, a few
patches, a brush and a can of oil, many of
today’s kit-offerings are wonderful to
behold. The Kleen Bore Tactical Cleaning
Kit and the Hoppe’s Premium Gun
Cleaning Kit are the kinds of things I’m
talking about here. They all offer a solid
base to start building your own kit on.

From Protec, Sentry Solutions, Tetra
Gun, Microlon “Gun Juice”, Kleen Bore,
Ventco (FP-10 lube, Quick-Scrub and
more) and Muscle Products’ Firepower
PP-10 CLP, you can get an idea of what’s
going on in our neighborhood. Suddenly,
good old Hoppe’s No. 9  has some com-
petition and some of it is from Hoppe’s
itself. They have their own line of
“modern” solvents and cleaning gear too. 

So get aboard. Your life will be easier,
your wife will love you more, your dog
will respect you, your kids will admire how
smart you’ve become and oh yeah, your
guns will be cleaner. Still though … there’s
something about a dash of No. 9 behind the
ear of a purty girl that makes things extra-
special. But then, you know
what I mean, I’ll bet.

a smiling employee was sprinkling a bottle
of the golden essence around the carpet in
the booth, doing a slight jig as he did so. 

“But why?” I asked, foolishly. “You
know why,” he said. “And you’re living
proof it works.” Yup. Now I understood
how all those bucks feel when they
follow their noses to those scent baits.
At least I was met with a smile and not a
.44 Magnum.

Times Change
But, technology changes and we have

to remember Hoppe’s No. 9 dates to
before the Model T Ford and just barely
to the Wright Flyer. Could it really be just
as good today as all those years ago? Was
Grandpa really right? Yes — and no.

If you look at the photo you’ll see an
actual scene from my actual workbench at
home where I do my actual gun cleaning
and stuff. You’ll see a wide cross-section
of cleaning goodies, oils, polishes, greases
and other near-magical concoctions guar-
anteed to keep your zero, break down
your fouling and improve your trigger
pull. Maybe even your sex life. But hiding
there, almost shyly, you’ll see a bottle of
good, old No. 9. And for a reason. You
probably own a favorite screwdriver, a
favorite pistol and even may drive a
favorite old car. New things may work
better, but sometimes the comfort that
comes with familiarity can overcome per-
formance shortcomings. At least that’s
what my wife always tells me.

But now, it’s confession time. The No.
9 usually only comes out when I’m in the
mood for some memories. If a vintage
S&W Hand-Ejector needs some attention,
the Hoppes gets the nod. I simply can’t
bring myself to use a spray, wonder-
cleaner on one. If, however, the job at
hand is a difficult one, or it involves some
really problematic cleaning situation, I

*

All-in-one kits like 
these from Otis, left, and

Hoppe’s are handy and
always a good way to start

your “gun cleaning gear” pile. 

This is the author’s actual gun-
cleaning goop shelf in the garage.
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W
alther’s P38 has lead a
surprisingly long life.
My first introduction to
this famous pistol came
as a mere child via my
step-father’s gun collec-

tion. A veteran of World War II he, like
many others, had brought a few items
home from the war. One of these was a
well-worn P38 he had acquired in an
unenviable fashion. A bear of a man, he
had survived having his landing craft
sunk only to later find himself engaged in
a desperate hand to hand struggle with a
German infantryman. He prevailed,
thanks to his 1911, and after killing his
antagonist he took the man’s Walther.
Fair is fair.

While the Thousand-Year Reich that
P38 had been forged to protect didn’t sur-
vive, Walther ’s design did. Having
proven itself in actual combat it was
adopted, in slightly modified form, by
West Germany’s Post-war Bundeswehr as
the P1. Walther’s design subsequently
served several generations of Teutonic

responded. They developed a number of
models (all failed to satisfy the German
ordnance officials) before their AP
(Armee Pistole) was refined and
adopted as the Pistole 38.

Double Action Iron
The result of their labor is a sinister

looking full-sized double-action 9x19
pistol with a 4.9" barrel. It stands out
from the crowd due to it’s unique locking
system, which was quite different from
the familiar Browning design at the time. 

Walther used a locking wedge under
the barrel, which held the slide and barrel
together during a short recoil. The wedge
was then driven down by striking against
a frame transom. This released the slide
to run back and complete the reloading
cycle. The proven double action lock of
the PP was also refined and included in

soldiers as well as faced-down the hungry
Russian Bear throughout the Cold War
years. Today Walther’s P1 has finally hit
the surplus market, replaced by more
modern designs. Available in excellent to
new condition at surprisingly reasonable
prices, they’re a superb buy for anyone in
the market for a high quality, but inex-
pensive, 9mm pistol.

Carl Walther Waffenfabrik began
producing handguns in Zella-Mellis in
1908. They’re probably best known for
their enormously popular pocket pistols,
the PP-Polizei Pistole introduced in
1929 and its smaller sibling — the PPK-
Polizei Pistole Kriminalbeamte — intro-
duced in 1930. When the Wehrmacht
began looking for a replacement for its
difficult-to-manufacture P.08 Para-
bellum (Luger) in the early 1930’s,
Walther was one of the companies that

Both the slide release and decocker/safety are
easily manipulated from a firing grip.

This model had a very long service
life as can be seen by the build
date on our test pistol.

      



the new design. Feed was from a single
stack 8-round magazine. 

The controls consist of a
decocker/safety mounted on the left side
of the slide, a slide release on the left side
of the frame, and a magazine catch
located on the heel of the butt. Military
production got under way in 1939 with
the first issues being made to Panzer
crews. While substantially different in
concept and design than Browning’s leg-
endary M1911 or FN’s P-35, Walther’s
P38 none-the-less performed well. 

During the war over one million P-
38s were produced by Walther, Mauser-
Werke (starting in 1941), and Spreew-
erke GmbH (starting in 1943). However,
there were never enough available and
the P38 never did totally replace the
older P08 in German service. With the
fall of Berlin in 1945, the P38’s time
with the Wehrmacht came to an abrupt
end. Walther’s factory at Zella-Mehlis in
Thuringia was captured by the U.S.
Army and then turned over to the
Soviets in June, 1945. However the
German management team managed to

74 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

escape the Soviet’s grasp. They still held
various patents covering the PP and PPK
pistols and so to rebuild their company,
they licensed their manufacture to
Manurhin of France.

From the Ashes
Walther used the money gained from

Manurhin to establish a new factory in
Ulm-an-der-Donau producing mechanical
adding machines. Then in 1955, West
Germany’s sovereignty was fully restored
and the Bundeswehr began looking for a
suitable service pistol. After evaluating
what was available they decided they
wanted their battle proven P38 back. So
in 1957, Walther returned to the firearms
business.  They made some slight
changes to the wartime P38, replaced the
steel frame with a lightweight “Dural”
alloy unit and it was subsequently
adopted as the Pistole 1. This model
served both the Bundeswehr and Austrian
Army for decades.

Today this fine old war-horse has
finally been put out to pasture. P1’s are
now widely available at bargain prices.

The P1’s lock-up consists of a
wedge that rises to lock into
cutouts in the slide. 

The P1 was tested with a wide
assortment of 9x19 FMJ, JHP,
and specialty loads. Accuracy

ran from merely service grade
to surprisingly good. 

The P1 was tested with a wide
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and specialty loads. Accuracy

ran from merely service grade
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My test pistol (from Century Arms)
arrived in excellent shape showing only
minor storage/handling wear. Dated Feb-
ruary 1980, it was accompanied by two 8-
round steel magazines (one dated 3/64
and the other 5/76), a black leather mili-
tary flap holster (dated 9/59), and a typi-
cally German cleaning kit (dated 1987).

Out of the box the Walther looked
good enough to blitzkreig across Europe
with. It felt felt good in the hand and
while playing with it, I noticed the
decocker/safety is easy to manipulate
from a firing grip. Simply thumbing it
down safely decocks the hammer and
places the pistol on Safe. A European pat-
tern magazine release is located on the
heel of the weapon’s butt. This slows
magazine changes and is the only real
flaw in Walther’s design — if it can be
called a flaw. 

Unlike many service pistols the P1 has
excellent sights.  The front sight consists
of a large, square post with a white dot
and the rear is a large square notch with a
white post. This can be adjusted for
windage corrections by drifting.  The
sights are rugged, easy to pick up, and
have no sharp edges. Just behind the rear
sight and above the hammer is a loaded-
chamber indicator.

The Walther is  a conventional
double-action design, with the first shot

fired in the double-action mode and
subsequent shots fired single-action. I
noted that the double-action pull was
smooth, fairly light, and stacked just
before let-off. The single-action pull
was light, fairly crisp, and possessed
little over-travel. Stripping the P1 (a
very simple task) revealed no problems
so we headed to the range.

Shootin’ Der Pistole
I used 8 different loads ranging in

bullet weight from 65 to 147 grains, all
shot off sand bags. These included basic
FMJ loadings as well as JHP, Match,
and specialty loads. 

Off the bench, groups ranged
from serviceable to quite
impressive, depending upon the
load. The good sights and
decent trigger were a definite
aid during accuracy work.
Magazines loaded without
effort, locked securely into
place, and rounds fed
smoothly. Ejection was
positive, although the P1
would occasionally bounce
a hot empty off the
shooter’s forehead. This
did little to endear it to
me. However the pistol
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Like many European service pistols
the P1 uses a magazine release

located on the weapon’s heel. 
This slows reloads.

Continued on page 115

The P1 utilizes dual recoil springs
mounted in the frame. Feed is from
an 8 round single stack magazine.

       



TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard (no envelopes, please)
and follow the sample shown. Send to AMERICAN HAND-
GUNNER, Dept. H3, P.O. Box 880409, San Diego, CA 92168-
0409. Entries must be received before June 1, 2003.

Limit 1 entry per household. This contest is open to indi-
viduals who are residents of the United States and its territories only.
Agents and employees of Publishers Development Corporation and
their families are excluded from entering. Contest void where pro-
hibited or restricted by law. Winners must meet all local laws and
regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will be
the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be notified by CERTI-
FIED MAIL on official letterhead. No purchase necessary to enter.

Sample
HOM MAY/JUNE 2003:
Name  ___________________________________

Address _____________ City, State, Zip____________

Email Address _______________________

If I win, please ship my gun through:
Dealer ___________________________________

Address _____________ City, State, Zip____________

Phone (   ) ____ - ________     Store hours __ am __ pm

D&L Sports
P.O. Box 651, Gillette, WY 82717-0651
(307) 686-4008; www.dlsports.com

Caspian Arms, Lts.
75 Cal Foster Dr., Wolcott, VT 05680
(802) 472-6454; www.caspianarmsltd.8m.com

SureFire
18300 Mt. Baldy Cir., Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(800) 828-8809; www.surefire.com

WIN THIS  D&L SPORTS
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“Professional Model”“Professional Model”

 



Considered by many to be the the ultimate in non-
compensated 1911 Style Auto Pistols, the Professional
offers many features, among them:
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&L SPORTS combines old world craftsmanship and innovative thinking to
provide some of the finest custom firearms available. D & L Sports is an
established leader in the firearms and training arena and is justly
famous for pioneering developments decades ago — that others are just

beginning to realize today.
The Lauck family has possibly the oldest roots in the American custom gun industry.

Following the migration of the Lauck family from Germany to America, the German
gunsmithing tradition began in America in the 1700s. This was not just gunsmithing —
it was early custom gun artistry. This tradition still lives today at D & L Sports.

Dave Lauck, owner and operator of D&L Sports, Inc., is the sole gunsmith at
D&L. This is no production shop, but a hands-on effort by Dave himself. D&L’s pen-
chanct for strict quality control is evidenced in the Professional Model offered by
American Handgunner. 

The Surefire Nitrolon Polymer (P) Series WeaponLight companion piece is light-
weight and compact, due to its unique side-by-side battery housing and is an integral
part of this superior fighting pistol package! 
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Caspian slide
and frame!
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The total retail value of this

incredible pistol over $2,575,

including the weaponlight!

The total retail value of this

incredible pistol over $2,575,

including the weaponlight!

• Night Sight Inserts
• Properly Dehorned
• Funneled and Blended Steel Magazine Well
• Match Grade .45 ACP Barrel with Protected 

Recessed Crown
• Tighten Slide to Frame
• Full Length Guide Rod
• High Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety
• Improved Slotted Commander Hammer
• Single Extended Thumb Safety
• Extended Ejector
• Master Grade Carry Trigger Job
• Throat Barrel
• Lower and Flare Ejection Port
• Polish & Adjust Extractor
• Match Grade Solid Barrel Bushing
• Quality Hardwood Stocks or Pachmayr Grips
• Hard Chrome Finish
• Checkering Package
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• Tighten Slide to Frame
• Full Length Guide Rod
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• Improved Slotted Commander Hammer
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• Master Grade Carry Trigger Job
• Throat Barrel
• Lower and Flare Ejection Port
• Polish & Adjust Extractor
• Match Grade Solid Barrel Bushing
• Quality Hardwood Stocks or Pachmayr Grips
• Hard Chrome Finish
• Checkering Package
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Mike Cumpston

"This is the lightest revolver in the World. 
It shoots with as much force 
as any other arm."

—From Smith & Wesson 
advertisement for the 

Model L Second Issue.

JUST
ITDO

I
n the late 1850s Smith and
Wesson applied the White patent
to a top-hinged, break open car-
tridge revolver chambered for the

Model 1 Cartridge. This was your basic
black powder .22 Short, which was kind
of a magnum version of the rimfire
gallery caps then enjoying some popu-
larity in Europe. 

The improved Second Issue came out
in the spring of 1860, just in time for
Samuel Langhorn Clements to narrowly
miss becoming history’s first
technical gun writer. Sam
couldn’t find an editor who
would look at his copy and
finally had to write a book to
get it published. Too bad
Handgunner wasn’t around.
Just think about having Sam
Clements write a gun article
for you. 

“Roughing It” described
his stage coach trip to the
Nevada territory and contains
his impressions of the S&W
seven shooter he carried in
his pocket; He remarked the
revolver held seven car-

tridges with bullets “About the same size
as a homeopathic pill” and added that the
full gun-load seemed to constitute the
recommended adult dose. Assuredly, a
black powder .22 Short bullet could be
expected to lead to the same species of
slow and agonizing death as many of the
medical remedies of the day. 

A naturalist by inclination, Sam was
given to fulsome descriptions of the flora
and fauna he encountered in his travels.
“There dwells in these parts a creature

called a jackass rabbit.” And, like most
early naturalists from Audubon to Darwin
to Roosevelt, his first reaction to a new
species of animal life was to take a shot
at it, and this he did with his handy
pocket Smith.  Languid though it seemed
at rest, the Jackass Rabbit dopplered
away at impressive speed when Twain
touched off the Model 1. “Long after he
was out of sight, you could still here him
whizzz.” (Mark Twain, Rouging It)

The Model 1 was, of course, not the
first firearm put out by Smith
&Wesson, but it was the first
to employ the self-contained
cartridge in a front-to-back
bored cylinder. The Second
Issue ran from 1860-68 with
a total production run, as
estimated by Roy Jinks, at a
bit more than 115,400. This
is a lot of revolvers when
you consider that the facto-
ries depended upon hand
labor and water wheel pow-
ered machinery — and when
you consider that Bellisiles
tells us that nobody had guns

SHOOTING THE S&W MODEL 1
Continued on page 84
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NEW! MODEL 921— Our first
dual blade offering, this synthesis
of fluid curves, mechanical motion
and advanced technologies is a
distinctive assertion of mind
over matter. The 921 fits
the pocket with all the
right stuff.

K N I F E  C O M P A N Y

MODEL 921
SWITCHBACK™

Oregon City, OR  USA
800.800.7427

benchmade.com/ah

If you’ve got 
a good eye, 

demand a
good load.

“Our Name Says It All”

As the pioneer in the clean revolution,
Accurate® has developed the respect of reloaders 
everywhere by keeping our eye on quality and 

delivering consistent performance for a variety of 
applications. For more information please call 

(931)729-4207 or visit us at www.accuratepowder.com
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HIGH NOON HOLSTERS®

“Innovative Holsters for Armed Professionals”

PO Box 2138
Palm Harbor, FL 34682
Phone/Fax 727-786-7528

Sky High™
$54.95

Visit our website at
www.highnoonholsters.com 

or for color catalog send $3

SHIPS IN 3-5 DAYS

IDPA Approved

In the “Springfield Armory” Limited
category, Rob Leatham also held off a
strong challenge from Para’s Todd Jarrett
and Smith & Wesson’s Jerry Miculek. In
this category, the guns and holsters are
“highly modified and high tech” but
without the compensators and optical
sights found on the “open” guns.

Many women found steel speed
shooting to be a place for them to excel
and enjoy the thrill of beating the guys. In
the final standings, Athena Lee of the
Philippines took the ADCO/Diamond
Shotgun woman’s division with a score of
85.63. Athena held-off the second and
third place charges of previous women’s
Steel Challenge champions, Cathy Lev-
anza and Julie Goloski.

Room For Everybody
Stock guns have a home at the Steel

Challenge in the I.D.P.A. and the Smith &
Wesson Iron Sight Revolver categories.
Dave Sevigny won the Glock I.D.P.A.
Stock Service Division using, appropri-
ately, his Glock. I shot well enough to win
Brownells I.D.P.A. Custom Defensive
Pistol Division using my Les Baer Pre-
mium II. The Heckler & Koch I.D.P.A.
Enhanced Service Division was won by
Matt Burkett who shot brilliantly with his
Infinity .40 caliber pistol. Jason Pettitt
repeated as the Smith & Wesson Iron Sight
Revolver category champion in 2002.

The Cowboy Single Action top guns
came and enjoyed the match. It is really
great to see them showing their single
actions to the best automatic speed
shooters. It’s very impressive to see them
“thumb” their pistols so fast and accu-
rately. Ken Kupsch “Canada Kid” bested
the field of single action shooters with
Donna Parker “Lusty Lil” winning the
Women’s Single Action title.

Rimfire too! Marvel Products spon-
sored the Rimfire Match held on opening
day. When the smoke had cleared and the
ranges were silent, Todd Jarrett had taken
the optic title and Jason Pettitt the iron
sight. This event doesn’t require a holster
and is designed as an entry-level event to
make it easier to become involved in steel
speed shooting.

Going Out With a Bang
The grand finale of the Steel Challenge

is the Vihtavouri/Lapua “Shootoff”. Only
the top 32 shooters in the overall competi-
tion qualify for the final days shooting.
The top 32 shooters are paired into teams
that compete on mirror image setups of
targets. The teams then step up to the firing
line and put on a show for all to enjoy.

Each team must knock down their ten
targets, ranging in distance from 10 to
25 yards and include 8" round targets at
20 yards. Strategy between the team

STEEL CHALLENGE
Continued from page 56
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Wilson Combat® Tactical Combat sights for all GLOCK* models,
featuring our patented "Combat Pyramid" sight picture for the fastest
possible sight acquisition.  The bright green front tritium insert and
subdued yellow rear inserts further enhance your ability to fire accu-
rate shots rapidly even in low light conditions.  Tactical Combat
sights are completely snag-free and are the optimum carry gun sight.
Sights are fully machined from solid steel barstock and are finished
in matte black.  Sights are easily installed at home with no special
tools required.
Specify GLOCK* model when ordering.  Also available for all 1911
model pistols including Kimber* model handguns.
$139.95 per set or send your slide in for
professional factory installation for
only $175.00 (plus shipping and handling).

Wilson Combat®/ScattergunTechnologies
2234 CR 719-149

Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com • info@wilsoncombat.com

Tactical Sights for GLOCK* Handguns

US Patent # 432,618

* Registered trade name of other company not owned, associated or to be con-fused with Wilson Combat®.

              



members is crucial because the falling
targets must be hit before engaging the
final 12" stop target. If the stop target is
struck before all mandatory targets are
hit, then the “bout” is forfeited to the
opposing team. For a team to be elimi-
nated, they must lose three out of five
bouts in the finals.

The action is fast and furious as the air
is filled with brass, smoke and excite-
ment, as the struck steel rings and falls
creating an audible and visual spectacle
for the crowd. Times are recorded as low
as 31⁄2 seconds for the fastest teams. In the
end, the team of Rob Leatham and Tet-
suya Sakai were victorious. It’s a great
show for everyone.

Another interesting phenomenon
occurred at the 2002 Steel Challenge that
became apparent as the match progressed.
The shooters had reached a new level of
skill not seen before in such a number of
competitors. On the “Blade-Tech Round-
about” stage and the “Bar-Sto Precision
Showdown”, both have five round targets
placed in a narrow field of fire and times
were recorded as low as 2.2 seconds. 

Due to the nearness of the targets and
short movement of the gun on these two
stages, the times were extremely fast
among the top shooters and gave the spec-
tators an astounding display of speed and
accuracy. They were hitting the targets so
fast that the match officials were having
difficulty seeing that the targets were
struck. In some cases, the competitor’s
gun had fired and while the official was
watching for the hit, the competitor was
already hitting another target. At the 2003
tournament, another range official will be
added just to watch and insure that all tar-
gets are struck without question.

The 2002 Steel Challenge was a great
event enjoyed by many. It continues to be
refined and tuned to meet the demands of
the industry, the shooters, the media and the
spectators. The Steel Challenge is a project
that Mike and I hope never to finish. We
will do our best to work with all concerned
to make it better every year. So, come on
out and enjoy the fun and excite-
ment of steel speed shooting.

For more information on Steel Challenge
contact, Mike Dalton, phone/fax 818-892-
2188; mdalton@isishootists.com. For
complete 2002 match results visit
www.steelchallenge.com 

*

Many women found
steel speed shooting to
be a place for them to

excel and enjoy the thrill
of beating the guys.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 81

KARAMBITKARAMBIT
WWW.WWW.

.COM.COM

SHARP
CURVES
AHEAD

SHARP
CURVES
AHEAD

(866) 852-7262

       



82 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

looked at the computer and asked if they
could transfer 350 million crowns —
about $37.2 million US — of govern-
ment money into his personal bank
account. Gee, they’d be happy to, they
explained, but they would need his bank
routing and account numbers. Wheels
turned and gears ground while he
thought that one over. Then he labori-
ously scribbled out the numbers for
them. He left, probably thinkin’, “Wow,
what a great day! I’ll never have to
worry about food, shelter, stuff like that
again!” And he won’t. He vas klapped in
zer handcuffs in short order, of course. If
this happened in the US, he might have
grounds for a privacy-of-information
lawsuit. In Sweden — and knowin’
something about Swedish prisons —
well, we hope he packed his Long Johns.

ANY GOOD RANGEMASTER
COULDA TOLD ’EM 

N o matter how old that smoke-pole is,
or how long it’s been stored, it ain’t
unloaded until you’ve checked it,

and checked it again. A salvage worker in
a steel yard in Kiev, the Ukraine, learned
that lesson the hard way. 

When the Soviet Union collapsed and
the Red Army pulled outta’ the Ukraine,
amongst their left-behinds were hundreds
of old surplus field cannon and howitzers,
mostly dating back to the late ‘30s and
early ‘40s. The new government of the
post-Soviet Ukraine didn’t have any use
for ’em, but they could sure use the scrap
iron and steel — you just have to cut ’em
up first. That’s what the worker was
doing, perched on the barrel of a massive
WWII howitzer, slashing the breech with
a cutting torch, when he heard — and felt
— The Big Boom. When he woke up a
minute later, he’d been swatted like a fly
against the shop building wall, and his
pals were patting out the little smoldering
fires in his hair, moustache and eyebrows.
He asked what happened, and they just
pointed to the big new hole in the shop
roof. They might have talked, too, but he
couldn’t hear them. 

Yep, there was a round in the chamber
of that monster, and the heat of his torch
cooked it off. First the foreman was just
happy the barrel had been elevated rather
than pointing horizontally across the shop.
Then it occurred to him — where did that
round go? Fortunately, it only traveled
about 800 yards, and didn’t explode on
impact when it came down through the
roof of an empty warehouse. Now an ex-
Red Army cannon-cocker inspects every
cannon before it’s cleared for cutting. 

10-RING
Continued from page 46

      



World’s Finest Magazines

We are the largest supplier
to military, government
and law enforcement
agencies worldwide.

Our magazines come
standard with the
firearms of more than
50 prominent
manufacturers like:
Smith & Wesson • Sigarms
Springfield Armory •  NAA
Browning • Kel-Tec • Taurus
Kimber • Walther • CZ
Styer • Remington
BUL • Charles Daly

For a free catalog call toll-free or write to:
Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 115 Hurley Rd. #6G, Dept. SI,  Oxford, CT 06478
Tel: (800) 632-4271         Fax: (203) 262-1719         www.mec-gar.com

•

•

Quit wasting your time or even jeopardizing your life searching by “trial
and error method” for a magazine to feed today’s semi-auto pistols.

MEC-GAR exclusively manufactures magazines recognized for
guaranteed fit, finish and totally reliable functionality by the majority of

firearm manufacturers since 1965!
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HOW’D THEY SPOT US?
WE WAS HIDIN’ REAL GOOD

E very crook ought to know that your
getaway ride should be as plain-Jane
as possible, then you dump that

sucker quick. Feds and local cops in Mar-
tinsburg, W. Va., figured they were run-
ning against the clock after a bank rob-
bery in which the female suspect scooted
off in a fire-engine red Jeep Wrangler.
Could they find it, and possibly her,
before she dumped that distinctive ride?
No sweat, it turned out. The day after the
heist, officers found the crimson Jeep sit-
ting in the suspect’s front yard in town,
with a big “For Sale” sign on it. Then
they went and knocked on her door with
the message, “Fast, lady, but not fast
enough, not smart enough.”

Then we have two mental midgets in
Edwardsville, Pa., who first stole a big
refrigerator-white car, possibly for a get-
away ride, but then decided white ain’t
such a cool color for a crime spree.
Trouble was, where to do the paint job?
We guess there weren’t too many size XL
white sedans stolen in Edwardsville at that
moment, so cops couldn’t help noticing
two guys madly slappin’ a coat of black
paint on The White Whale in the middle
of a shopping center parking lot on the
main street. We might only catch the
stupid ones, but there sure are a lot of ’em!

I THINK WE GOT THE
WRONG VAN, MAN

Y eah, we think you did, too.
Responding to a series of vehicle
break-ins at railroad commuter

parking areas, transit cops on Chicago’s
South Shore staked out some lots, one
with a cop hiding inside a van. Early in
the surveillance, Officer Jesse Watts Jr.
watched as a couple of thugs arrived and
began peeping in car windows and trying
doors. He thought it was gonna be a long
dash from the van to confront them if
they broke into one, but luck ran his way
— sorta. The two made their way down
the line of parked cars until they came to
an unlocked door — the sliding side door
of Jesse’s GangBustersMobile.

It’s hard to tell who was more sur-
prised, but we’ll bet it was Robinson
Morales, 25, and Fiore Petrassi, 20. They
were lookin’ in to check for valuables
when suddenly the door was filled with
one large, loud, ticked-off cop with a gun
in his hand. Following a professional con-
versation regarding rights-to-silence and
such, Jesse and his pals removed a load of
stolen stereo gear and burglary tools from
Morales’ car. These guys are gonna have
nightmares about sliding
doors for a while. *

        



back then anyway. Of course, he’s been
pretty much hooted-out of the halls of
academia and proven a fake anyway, so
there. The highest production levels
occurred during the Civil War and many a
Union Combatant bought the revolver for
serious use. Dealer Cost, by the way, was
$10.50. Features include single action
operation, a spur trigger, vestigial sights
and a nifty ejector system lying along the
bottom of the barrel disguised as a
cylinder base pin. With the revolver
broken open, the cylinder comes out for
loading and you can punch out the emp-
ties using the above feature. 

Yeah ... We Shot It
Number 81064 of the Second Issue is

a fetching example of the Model 1. The
number places it at about the middle of
the production run — possibly manufac-
tured during the Civil War. The action is
sound and the bore and chambers appear
to be in new condition. It even retains a
bit of finish. It is a nifty ten ounce piece
of well-executed engineering. Shooting
even such a well-preserved artifact from
the middle of the 19th Century is ill-
advised and hazardous on several levels.
It was, after all, designed around a black
powder cartridge of negligible pressure.
We knew immediately that it was the
Right Thing To Do, in our inimitable
Handgunner-esc way of thinking. 

Developing second thoughts about
using CCI Min-cap rounds, my buddy
Leo dug around and came up with a box
of Eley Conical Bullet Caps almost half
the age of the revolver itself, and substan-
tially punier than even the CCI Caps. I set
up an old copy of the Numrich Arms cat-
alogue in the back room, checked my
shooting glasses, backed up about ten feet
and cut loose. Several rounds clobbered
the Shoot-N-See target about 5" above
point of aim giving some indication as to
why the creator of Huck Finn had missed
that Jack Rabbit over 140 years before. In
spite of emphatic firing pin dints on the
cartridge rims, I got a couple of misfires
from the elderly CB Caps and one bullet
struck the target sideways before
bouncing back and smacking into my leg.
One chamber came up out of sync with
the barrel lodging a mutilated Eley bullet
in the front of the chamber. In summation
— a successful and informative shooting
experience with the oldest handgun the
shooter has yet fired. 

The Model 1 and its several variations
launched the era of the cartridge revolver
at a time when designers were still seri-
ously working to improve the percussion
handguns then in general use. It was, and
is, a testament to the rapid pace of firearms
development in the latter half
of the 19th Century.
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JUST DO IT
Continued from page 78
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Get Ahead Of The Pack With New
CUSTOM INNOVATIONS FROM CLARK!

CUSTOM GUNS, INC.
MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH GUILD

Dept. H . 336 Shootout Ln. . Princeton, Louisiana 71067
1-318-949-9884 . Fax 1-318-949-9829 .

Toll Free Ordering: 888-458-4126
Shop Online http://www.clark custom guns.com

Long Slide 
Also Available...
Call For Quote

CLARK CUSTOM
LIMITED STI CONVERSION

Traditional Clark Custom Accuracy, Reliability and Trigger work PLUS...THR
Technologies Grip Modification, Clark’s Exclusive Big Bushing, EGW Reverse 
Plug, Durable Powder Coated Slide / Brushed Hard Chrome Lower, STI Magazine
Well, EGW Fiber Optic Front sight and MMC Low mount adjustable rear sight.
• $2,550 Complete Gun
• $1,950 Conversion on Customer Supplied STI Frame Kit

POWDER COATING
Slide is pictured with Silver Vein Powder Coating over
hard chrome base.  Powder Coating is available in a variety of other colors
including Basic Black, Vermillion, Bright Red, Lime Green, Chevy Orange, Grape

Flake, Translucent Teal, etc.  • $250 as pictured.

THR TECHNOLOGIES GRIP MODIFICATION
as pictured in 25th Anniversary American Handgunner

(performed on your grip plastic - 2 week turnaround)
• STI / SV Plastic $75 black / $85 colors •Ruger 22/45, P-95 & P-97 $95.00 black /

$110.00 colors (purple, blue or red) • Glock $125.00

(one of the toughest  

non-metallic finishes 

available anywhere)

CLARK
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Gary had hoped that he would never
need these guns. But this morning, he
would be glad he put them in place.

It’s a quarter past ten AM, fifteen min-
utes after opening, when the two men
rush through the door wearing ski masks.
One is physically huge, pulling along a
wheeled suitcase with one hand and
wielding what Gary recognizes as a blue
steel Army .45 automatic in the other. The
second, average-sized, stands a few steps
inside the doorway with a sawed-off
shotgun. “You don’t believe it’s hap-
pening,” Gary will say in a guest lecture
to one of my LFI classes later. “It takes a
few moments for the reality to sink in.”
The one with the pistol is rapidly moving
up the aisle toward him, screaming,
“We’re here to clean you out!” The man
with the shotgun fires a blast into a dis-
play case, and the employee behind that
counter dives to the floor.

The reality has sunk in. Gary Baker’s
hand closes over the rubbery stock of a
Rossi .38.

The fight is on.

War On Two Fronts
Massively muscled from years of

pumping iron in prison, Thomas Salter
easily leaps to the top of the four-foot
counter at the left rear of the store as it
faces the street. Directly ahead of him
and slightly above is Gary Baker, who
simply raises his right arm to eye level,
directs the .38 at the masked giant’s
chest, and fires three fast shots. Within a
heartbeat Gary’s younger brother
Charlie has also seized a Rossi .38 and,
firing in the exact same stance, pumps
three more shots at Salter from the
criminal’s left side.

The big ex-con pitches forward and
falls behind the counter. He sprawls next
to a female employee who has already hit
the floor, with a Rossi .38 in one of her
hands and her other hand stabbing at the
holdup button, the silent alarm. She brings
the gun to bear on the fallen gunman to
protect herself, his masked face inches
away from hers, but she realizes that he is
not moving and holds her fire.

Meanwhile, on the other end of the
store at the public’s entrance, the second
half of the armed robbery problem
remains to be solved. Pappy Head points
his sawed-off down the aisle at Gary and
cuts loose. His wide-spreading swath of
double ought buckshot goes wild.

But not the storeowner ’s return
shots. The distance is some 40 feet and
now Gary Baker takes careful aim,
aligning the tiny sights of the revolver,
and rolls off the last two shots in the
cylinder. Pappy Head ducks behind a
solid corner at the store’s center island,
a square of four showcases,  and
screams, “I’m hit!”

AYOOB FILES
Continued from page 30



Out-Performs
All Other
Lubricants
If your still using Teflon based lubri-
cants, you’re getting stuck with old 
technology. Only FP-10 contains
MT-10, a metal treatment used in
the aerospace industry.
Laboratory tested and field
proven, FP-10 reduces fric-
tion like no other lubricant!

• Used by U.S. Special 
Forces in the Gulf

• -76ºF to +500ºF
• Reduces wear & heat
• Protects against metal

galling
• Perfect for semi-

automatic firearms

For information,
dealer location, or to
order on-line visit
www.shooters-choice.com

15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway
Middlefield, OH  44062  USA
Phone: 440-834-8888  
Fax: 440-834-3388

100% Money-Back Guarantee
We guarantee our products will out-perform the competition,

if not satisfied, you will receive a full refund of the purchase price.
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Charlie Baker fires at him, but
without effect, and his .38 goes dry.
Another employee hands him the big
single-action .44. It occurs to Charlie
that between the accuracy of its long
barrel, adjustable sights and the barri-
cade-penetrating power of its Remington
240 grain Magnum semi-jacketed
hollow point bullets, this revolver might
let him reach the well-covered gunman.
He fires four shots. 

Nothing has changed. Setting down
the Ruger, Charlie seizes the nearest
fully-loaded Rossi and moves forward
across the back wall behind the counter.
He has to step over the prone employee
and the downed Salter to do it, and he
also crosses his brother’s field of fire.
Both Bakers are alert enough not to
endanger the other.

Gary has dropped the empty .38 and
grabbed his Remington 870. Now, as they
face the second threat with the shotgun,
Charlie is on the left with a .38 extended
to arm’s length and Gary is above and
behind him, to his right, with the shotgun.
They have the remaining gunman trian-
gulated. Charlie orders the surviving
criminal to surrender and throw his gun
out. Head yells back that he’s giving up
and that he’s going to toss out the
shotgun. The Baker brothers hope that it’s
over, that the killing will end here.

But they don’t know what a stone
killer they’re up against. Pappy Head has
been trying to lull them off guard, and
now he shoves the sawed-off out past his
cover and fires at Gary, who can’t get a
clean shot at him at this angle. Charlie
opens fire furiously, his gun extended in a
right hand only position, looking over the
sights and aligning it on Pappy’s position
and firing double action as fast as he can
pull the trigger, moving down the counter
toward the deadly gunman. The gun
clicks dry. He snatches up another, emp-
ties it, drops it, picks up another, and con-
tinues, a relentless drumbeat of gunfire
with one Rossi .38 after another as he
closes rapidly on the threat. He is trying
to stop Head with bullets, and if he can’t
do that, at least pin him down to where
Head can’t shoot at his brother anymore.

Pappy Head ducks out and fires another
blast, this time at Charlie. The younger
Baker is ducking down to retrieve a fresh
revolver from behind the counter, and this
saves his life. He feels and hears the buck-

For Charlie Baker, 
fear has already
coalesced into a
controlled but 

white-hot anger.

Call for the location of your nearest dealer
800-438-4747 or 805-239-1440 fax 805-239-2553

PO Box 1138, Paso Robles, CA 93447  
www.hoguegrips.com

MasterCard

Free Catalog 1-800-GETGRIP

HOGUEHOGUE
www.getgrip.comwww.getgrip.com

Fine Handgun Grips have
been made by Hogue for over 30
years, from soft rubber and 
exotic hardwoods such as
Pau Ferro, Goncalo Alves,
Kingwood, Coco Bolo,
Tulipwood, Lamo
Camo and Rosewood
Laminate. Grips 
are available in a
variety of styles 
for most makes 
& models.

Cowboy Action
style grips are
also available in
black and white
Micarta, Ebony,
Walnut, Ivory and pearlized polymer.

Shotgun & Rifle Stocks
are OverMolded™ with soft
rubber for Remington,
Winchester, Mossberg,
Ruger and AR-15 style 
rifles also 10/22 and 
New! Mini 14/30.

Exotic
Hardwoods

Soft Rubber

Micarta



SEE SIGHTS LIKE YOU’RE 18 AGAIN.
The Merit Optical Attachment is an instantly adjustable aperture
that eliminates fuzzy, out of focus sights and targets. It attaches
securely to the shooter’s glasses with a rubber suction cup.

• Aperture varies from
.022” to .156” diameter

• Works with bi- and trifocals
• Compact and lightweight
• Satisfaction guaranteed
• The Original - Since 1934

Merit Corporation Dept. AH
P.O. Box 9044

Schenectady, NY 12309
518.346.1420www.meritcorporation.com

Call or write for a free catalog or visit us on the web

CORPORATION
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shot go past his head. For Charlie Baker,
fear has already coalesced into a controlled
but white-hot anger. He picks up this next
.38 and pumps more lead at the man who
has tried to murder both him and his
brother, still running forward toward the
danger, closing the gap, trying to get an
angle on Head where he can deliver a
stopping shot.

Meanwhile, Gary Baker can see the
shotgun blast directed at his brother, and
the Remington 870 is already at his
shoulder, and now that Pappy has raised
his gun above the counter to aim at
Charlie, Gary has a clear shot at him at
last. Sighting carefully down the barrel, he
squeezes the trigger. The gunman’s head
and shoulders disappear, and Gary pumps
two more loads of double ought at the
same place, just hoping to keep him down
and prevent him from shooting Charlie.

But, from his position on the side, the
advancing younger brother has seen what
Gary could not. He has seen the buckshot
hit the gunman in the head, seen him go
down. But is he down in a prone shooting
position and only wounded, playing
possum again? Charlie can’t tell, and it’s

no time to take chances. He shoots Pappy
Head, now that he has advanced forward
enough to have a clear target, and shoots
him again. The masked man with the
shotgun is now lying very still.

Charlie grabs a fresh revolver and
covers Pappy. Gary shucks an empty shell
out of the 870 and chambers another
round of buckshot. He moves forward.

Stepping past the downed Salter, he is
struck by the man’s imposing size. “My
God,” he thinks, “one of his legs is bigger
than both of mine.” Another employee is
beside him with the Super Blackhawk,
which still holds two live rounds. “Cover
him,” Gary snaps. “Shoot him if he
moves.” Gary advances down the aisle
toward Head’s position. Behind him, he
hears a very loud gunshot.

Thomas Salter has moved. The
employee has done as instructed. Salter
isn’t moving any longer.

Now Gary and Charlie are both
above Pappy Head, covering him. There
had been almost no blood visible on the
first gunman, but this one’s masked face
lies in a crimson puddle. They can see
that it’s over.

Thomas Salter has moved. The employee has done
as instructed. Salter isn’t moving  any longer.

Extended Slide Lock for $9.95 P.P.D.

GLOCK®

• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS
Manufactured in the U.S.A. by:

Ranch Products, PO Box 145, Malinta, OH 43535-0145
www.ranchproducts.com • 313-277-3118



DOT the i® with a BO-MAR
• Target • Combat • IPSC • Police •
•Tactical • Muzzleloaders • IHMSA •

• USPSA • SRT •  IDPA • ETC
www.bo-mar.com

Main Distributors: Gil Hebard Guns
Ph: (309) 289-2700 Fax: (309) 289-2233

Brownells, Inc.
Ph: (641) 623-5401 Fax: (641) 623-3896

BO-MAR
COMBAT

SIGHT
Serrated

blade®

BMCS®Pat. Reg. #1,157,220

The response to the Holdup Buttons
has been swift. The first Henrico officer to
enter the store takes in the scene, a masked
man with a sawed-off dead, almost at his
feet and a man in a suit and tie standing
over him with a Remington 870 similar to
the one the officer himself is issued. The
cop says softly, laconically, “It looks as if
you have things under control.”

Gary Baker is shocked at the words,
but pleasantly so. He has heard horror
stories about armed citizens being cruci-
fied for defending themselves. He asks,
“Do you want to take my gun?” The cop
shrugs and replies, “If you want.” Gary
hands him the Remington, and steps out-
side into the cool fresh air. He has a
sudden, desperate urge for a cigarette.

Short Term Aftermath
Thomas Salter and William Head were

pronounced dead of multiple gunshot
wounds at the scene. The criminal justice
system instantly recognized the shooting
as a justifiable homicide. No civil law-
suits were ever filed in the matter.

Toward the end of the shootout, Gary
Baker noted his left hand was bleeding.
He had been hit by a stray buckshot pellet
from Head’s sawed-off, which he
believes may have been a ricochet. The
laceration was treated at the scene by a
responding paramedic, who told Gary he
would need to get to the emergency room
for treatment. He never got around to it,
and the minor injury healed uneventfully.

Altered perceptions such as auditory
muting and altered perceptions of time
are experienced by a majority of gun-
fight survivors, and that was true here.
Gary remembers hearing the gunshots
but not being bothered by their loudness,
and one of his strongest memories is the
eerie silence between shots in the high-
volume firefight. Charlie tells me he was
aware of the gunfire, but also aware it
seemed muted and that his ears did not
ring after it was over. Gary said the gun-
fight felt as if it lasted at least two min-
utes, while Charlie perceived it to have
happened very quickly, probably thirty
and no more than forty seconds from
first shot to last.

The exact count of the gunshots fired
is unclear, but it is well over thirty.
Greater Richmond is a high crime area,
and the police see no need to waste lim-
ited resources gathering artifacts from
closed cases. Having quickly determined
the only crimes at this shooting scene
were armed robbery, aggravated assault,
and attempted murder by Head and
Salter, and that these crimes were cleared
by their deaths, authorities swiftly closed
the case. Evidence became simply arti-
facts. There was no need for an official,
detailed reconstruction.

Multiple showcases were shattered in
the exchange of gunfire, as was frontal
window glass. No innocent persons were
harmed by any of the shots, save for
Gary Baker’s minor hand laceration
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from one of Head’s buckshot pellets,
though two unoccupied cars parked out-
side were hit. The store was a crime
scene that belonged to the police until
mid-afternoon. Workmen stayed until
two AM the next day replacing broken
glass and squaring away blood-soaked
carpeting. After re-entering, Gary
noticed white powder all over every-
thing. It took him a while to realize that
it wasn’t fingerprint powder, but dust
from the suspended ceiling that had
been knocked loose by the concussion of
the intense gunfire. The following
morning, Beverly Hills Jewelers was
open for business as usual.

Experts in “post shooting trauma” tell
us that after even the most righteous
shooting, we can expect periods of sleep-
lessness and also the “Mark of Cain Syn-
drome,” a sociological phenomenon in
which your having killed someone
becomes the defining thing about you as
you are seen by others. Gary spent a
sleepless night on his front porch, pro-
tecting his family with a .357 Magnum
in his lap, because by now he had
learned the men he and his brother had
killed belonged to the Dixie Mafia. It
took him a while to be convinced that
unlike the real Mafia, these gang mem-
bers cared only about themselves. Like
Pappy Head, they were more likely to
murder one another than they were to
hunt down someone who had killed one
of their own in self-defense. Eventually,
the brothers learned to rest easy. There
were no reprisals.

Much media attention came their way,
and the Bakers became reluctant celebri-
ties. Neither of the brothers welcomed it.
Charlie avoided it studiously — to the
best of my knowledge, his interview
with me was the first time he has told his
perspective of the incident to a writer.
Gary felt that having guns had saved the
lives of himself, his brother, and his
staff, and that he owed a duty to talk
about the importance of the right to bear
arms. He has since been written up in
many venues and discussed the matter on
TV and radio. 

The employee who shot the downed
Thomas Salter with the .44 Magnum
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The police gently
explained to him that
shooting a violent,

armed criminal when
he makes a movement
consistent with going
for a gun is not a crime.

“The cartridge feed system is the weak
link on any magazine fed firearm. I con-
sider the M1911 .45 acp pistol the worlds
finest close quarter fighting weapon.....
and for the best magazine to feed the
M19ll, I recommend and use Wilson
Combat magazines. Wilson magazines
are the choice of both the US Army and USMC top special operations
units that prefer and issue the .45 M1911. When the FBI set out to
select a custom .45 acp M1911 pistol for their SWAT operators, long
before the final pistol was chosen, Wilson Combat magazines were
specified as the one they want. Nearly every professional that I know
chooses the Wilson brand of  M1911 magazine for their own use....
In fact, the Wilson Combat 8 round .45 magazine has become the
industry standard.”    Ken Hackathorn, Tactical Shooting
Instructor, Gun Writer, Founder IPSC & IDPA

Legendary Reliability...

Wilson Combat®/ScattergunTechnologies™
2234 CR 719-150

Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com • info@wilsoncombat.com
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when he moved will not be named here.
Within 24 hours of the shooting, he
called police to “confess” that he had
shot a helpless man in the back. The
police gently explained to him that
shooting a violent, armed criminal when
he makes a movement consistent with
going for a gun is not a crime. Salter was
lying on his .45 the entire time. The
Baker brothers did not know that Salter
had been carrying a second gun until a
friend among the authorities told Charlie
it had been discovered on his person
when the corpse was undressed. Autopsy
reportedly indicated that Salter was
already dead when the .44 slug hit him,
and that the movement the employee saw
was almost certainly a post-agonal
response (“death throes,” in lay termi-
nology), but in any case, he did no wrong
in firing under the circumstances.

When I toured the shootout scene in
September 2002, I was struck by the fact
that bullet damage was still evident in the
store. Discreet surveillance camcorders
are now in place, but no video exists of
the shootout. The brothers differ in their
feelings about this. Gary says, “It’s just as
well. I wouldn’t want my wife to see a
videotape of me shooting a human being,
and, if the outcome had gone the other
way, I certainly wouldn’t have wanted her
to ever have to look at that.” Charlie says,
“If it had been captured on videotape, it
would probably be useful for training
people and waking people up. Frankly,
I’ve never seen anything like it.”

Long Term Aftermath
The Baker brothers are in their early

fifties now. They hope there will be no
repeat of this incident, but they don’t take
chances. There are even more guns in the
store than before. Gary keeps a long bar-
reled Dan Wesson .357 Magnum on his
desk and carries a Smith & Wesson in the
same caliber. He wasn’t impressed with
the number of .38 Special rounds it took
to drop big Tom Salter. 

Charlie Baker can’t remember how
many revolvers he went through in the
gunfight. He sequentially fired at least
five and possibly six Rossi .38s in the
shootout, plus the .44 Magnum. Most
were run dry, but he fired only four
rounds from the .44 and only four from at
least one of the Rossis. Charlie now owns
a higher capacity 9mm auto that is often
within his reach. 

The incident made national news, and
the papers made it sound as if every
single employee had opened fire on the
robbers. In fact, of the six or seven per-
sonnel counting the owner, only the
Baker brothers actively engaged in the
gunfight, with one employee firing one
shot in the immediate aftermath. How-
ever, all but one employee did at least
draw a gun during the incident. 

There have been no further
attempted robberies at
Beverly Hills Jewelers. *









S I M O N I C H  C U S T O M
1 9 1 1  G U N N E R  G R I P S

�  Made of G-10 Laminate

�  Flat or tapered bottoms

�  Cut for Ambi Safety if needed

� Full size 1911 or compact

� Starting at $49 + S&H

� Basic black or 

green/black combo

� “Logo”grips can be made to order
406.933.9151
www.simonichknives.com
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defending yourself with firearms or, for
that matter, any tool, requires practice.
The level of skill required to win cannot
be drummed-up at a moment’s notice in
the middle of a fight. If other humans are
attacking your husband and or children,
the skills required must be onboard
before the fight starts.

This brings up the selection of which
handgun to buy. I don’t care, but a
handgun is supposed to be comforting in
a fight — not comfortable to carry. You
may have to alter your dress or lifestyle
to accommodate your ability to defend
yourself or your family. You will most
likely fight at arms length with your
choice — and your life will depend on
your choice — both in effectiveness and
function. Handguns are not supposed to
be cute. Puppies are cute. Handguns are
supposed to stop a fight. Possession of a
handgun does not equate to competency.
I hear “I have owned a handgun all my
life.” So you know, I have a grand piano
in my living room and I am not a con-
cert pianist.

So then the scenario is, I’m attacked
in the parking lot at the Wonder-Mart. I
am on the ground and being kicked in
the face and ribs by multiple assailants.
My whatever-handgun comes clear of
my retention holster and skids across
the parking lot .  The woman in my
defense hopefully picks up the gun —
or maybe takes hers from her place of
carry — and shoots the snot out of the
bad guys. So do you think she should
know how to take off the safety and
apply Marksmanship at that point?
Would I like her to defend me/us with
my old hand-me-down pistol that works
most of the time? 

The two of you should decide now,
before there is blood coming from your
mouth, nose and ears as you lay in some
parking lot listening to the grunts of
three hard-cases as they kick the life out
of you, on some cold
night in the future.

Footnote: In all of the descriptions,
“man” could replace “woman” and vice-
versa. I’ve seen it both ways.

*

REALITY CHECK
Continued from page 24

Would I like her to
defend me/us with my
old hand-me-down

pistol that works most
of the time?
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National Rifle Association 
of America (NRA); 
Competitive Shooting Division
11250 Waples Mill Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030;
(703) 267-1451; www.nra.org

Police Practical Combat (PPC)
See National Rifle Association of America

Single-Action Shooting
Society (SASS)
23255-A La Palma Ave., Yorba Lings, CA
92887; (714) 694-1800; www.sassnet.com

Steel Challenge Shooting
Ass’n (SCSA)
23234 Via Barra, Valencia, CA 91355
Mike Dalton, (818) 892-2188

United States Practical
Shooting Ass’n (USPSA)
P.O. Box 811, Sedro Wooley, WA 98284
(360) 855-2245; www.uspsa.org

USA Shooting 
1 Olympic Plaza, Colo. Springs, CO 80909
(719) 578-4670; www.usashooting.com

World Fast Draw Ass’n (WFDA)
Linda Faughn, Secretary
P.O. Box 3815, Turlock, CA 95381-3815;
www.fastdraw.org

Action Pistol 
See National Rifle Association of America

Bullseye
See National Rifle Association of America,
Int’l Shooting Sports Federation, and 
USA Shooting

Int’l Benchrest Shooters (IBS)
RR 1, Box 250BB, Springville, PA 18844;
(570) 965-2366

Int’l Defensive Pistol 
Ass’n (IDPA)
2232 CR 719, Berryville, AR 72616; 
(870) 545-3886; www.idpa.com

Int’l Handgun Metallic 
Silhouette Ass’n (IHMSA)
P.O. Box 9, Anoka, MN 55303-0009;
www.ihmsa.org

Int’l Pin Shooting Ass’n (IPSA)
www.pinshooting.com

Int’l Practical Shooting 
Confederation (IPSC)
See United States Practical Shooting Ass’n

Int’l Shooting Sports 
Federation (ISSF)
(Dept. AR), Bavariaring 21, D-80336
Munchen, Germany 49-89-5443550;
www.issf-shooting.org

HANDGUN
SPORTS

ORGANIZATIONS

No matter what type of handgun you
carry, Uncle Mike’s® has a Sidekick®

holster to perfectly fit your needs.
Shoulder...hip...bandolier...paddle...
ankle…more than 572 different
models and styles with only one
standard of quality. The best materials
and construction. The best selection.
Quality that’s always at your side.
See your Uncle Mike’s dealer today.

A DIVISION OF                     OF OREGON CO.
VISIT OUR WEB SITE OR 

SEND $2.00 FOR A CATALOG: UNCLE MIKE’S 
P.O. BOX 1690, OREGON CITY, OR 97045 

PH: (503) 655-7964  •  FAX: (503) 655-7546
WWW.UNCLE-MIKES.COM
© 2002 MICHAELS OF OREGON CO.

Bandolier Hip Ambidextrous

572 WAYS TO
KEEP QUALITY
AT YOUR SIDE.
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Holster that can be worn as a strong side,
crossdraw, or shoulder holster. Ringler
accomplishes this by incorporating a
lightweight adjustable belt into a holster
(also of very lightweight leather), with a
wide v-shaped back. Recently, Ringler
contacted me about making such a rig for
a scoped, single-shot pistol. I sent him
the tracing of my pet 14" SSK Custom
Thompson/Center 6.5 JDJ for the project.
Normally this handgun is carried by the
use of a sling. With the Wyoming Combi-
nation Holster I now have four options,
sling, strong side, crossdraw, or shoulder
holster. As a matter of practicality with
this size sixgun, the shoulder holster
option works best.

Fit-Master
There are several holster makers who

can provide leather for just about any
handgun imaginable. For some reason,
though, there are very few who can come
up with a properly fitting holster for
either the Freedom Arms .454 or the
custom five-shot Ruger Bisleys such as
those made in .475 and .500 by John
Linebaugh. I think most manufacturers
use standard Rugers for fitting their hol-
sters and when such holsters are provided
with lining they simply will not fit a
slightly larger Freedom Arms or the
custom guns with larger diameter cylin-
ders and heavier barrels.

Ringler is a rare exception among hol-
ster makers in that he is acquainted with
the larger sixguns and is able to provide a
near-perfect fit for these big bruisers. He
offers compact, secure, sturdy hunting hol-
sters — both a high riding pancake style
that can be worn strong side or crossdraw,
and a Threepersons style that rides high on
the strong side with a safety strap included. 

Belts with a full row of cartridge
loops look very good but they are also
normally very uncomfortable to wear in
the hunting field all day. And for what
purpose? How many shots are normally
taken when hunting? I prefer it to be only
one. However, I am not so naïve as to go
hunting with only one cartridge. My
sixgun will hold four or five rounds,
whichever is appropriate, and is backed
up by a cartridge slide. Instead of the
weight of a full cartridge belt, I often go
with five .500, .475, .454, or .45 Colt
rounds, or six .44 Magnum rounds, car-
ried on a Ringler cartridge slide. It also
fits nicely in a shirt pocket if
I should be so inclined.

All of these men offer quality leather that
is out of the ordinary. You can reach Leg-
ends in Leather at (520) 717-2175. Rusty
Sherrick is on the web at www.c-rusty.com
or at (717) 361-7699. Von Ringler can be
found at (307) 645-3255.

TAFFIN TESTS
Continued from page 40

*
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Recently adopted by the USMC for their new
generation of tactical shotguns, the LPA Tactical
Ghost Ring Sight System  is preferred by law
enforcement and military worldwide.  The rear
sight is fully adjustable for both windage and
elevation by hardened click screws.  The
front sight is elevation adjustable and
available in red fiber optic or single
dot tritium.  This system fits on
most popular 12-gauge
shotguns by Benelli,
Remington,  Winchester,
Mossberg, Fabarms, etc.

Novak’s® New Adjustable“Extreme Duty”
LoMount Carry Sight.  Currently fits 1911
style semi-auto pistols, models for other
pistols available soon.  Available in plain

black, white twin dot or Trijicon® tritium dot.
Interchangeable blades also available!

Sights starting at $69.95 each.

LPA’s SPR Series higher profile fully
adjustable target sight set.  May require

some minor gunsmithing.  Fits Beretta 92/
96/Brigadier/Cougar, Browning HP, Colt,

CZ-75/85, Glock models 17-32, Ruger “P”
Series, S&W, SIG-SAUER 220/225/226/

228/229, H&K USP/ P7/Mark 23, Tanfoglio/
Witness pistols.  $68.50 each.

LPA’s TPU Series adjustable target rear
sights.  Functions with the factory front sight.
No Gunsmithing required!!!  Fits Beretta 92/
96/ Brigadier, Browning HP, Colt, CZ-75/85,

Glock models 17-32, Ruger “P” Series,
S&W SIG-SAUER 220/226/228/229, Ruger
MKII, Tanfoglio/Witness, Taurus PT92/58/

100, Llama .45 pistols.  $58.40 each.

Supplying the World’s Best Sights and Magazines for Pistols and Shotguns

Precision Sights International
2 Klarides Village Dr. #336 • Seymour, CT 06483

Tel: 203-262-6484  •  Fax: 203-262-6562  •  www.precisionsights.com

SIG P220 .45 8rd and 1911 MAGAZINES
These high quality European made SIG
P220 .45 8rd aftermarket magazines are
now available in the United States.

Also checkout our 1911 Novak®

magazines in 7rd standard, 8rd flush
fitting and 6rd Officers.  These are the
finest pistol magazines manufactured
in the world today incorporating refined
fit, finish and reliable functionality.

BAR11R
Shotgun

Ghost Ring
Rear Sight and

SG3 Barrel Band
Front Sight System

No Matter What You Shoot.   No Matter What Skill Level You Are.   No Matter What Skill Level You Want To Be.

WE WILL MAKE YOU A BETTER SHOOTER.  PERIOD.

www.s igarmsacademy.com  .   233 Exeter  Road,  Epp ing,  NH 03042  .   (603)  679-2003   .   Rea l  L i fe  Tra in ing.  Rea l  Wor ld  Preparat ion.

Regardless of how good a shooter you may be and no matter how much you know, we are 
confident in our guarantee that you will leave the SIGARMS Academy a better shooter armed 
with more useful knowledge than you had upon your arrival.Your thumbs may be blistered from
loading and reloading magazines and you may need to endure the painful procedure of discarding
some of the misinformation that has lodged in your brain over the years, but you’ll know more
and shoot better. It’s that simple. And as we say, SIG is an acronym for Simple Is Good.

    



displace the same amount for each
amount of force we add. This is true
until the spring passes a certain point
called the elastic limit. Robert Hooke
discovered this theory back in 1660.
Hooke’s Law states:  “If the applied
forces on a body are not too large, the
deformations resulting are directly pro-
portional to the forces producing them.”
Which means, in actual human being
language, if we load a spring past its
elastic limit, it permanently deforms. It
still provides a force against the load
but the force is no longer proportional.
If this happens, when we unload the
spring (such as when we empty a maga-
zine that has been over-loaded) the
spring never returns to a state where it
can provide the same load for the same
amount of displacement. 

Trust Us
When a magazine manufacturer

designs a spring, they plan for a pre-
load. The spring is already compressed
some in the magazine. On the curve
below, this would be Point A. The
spring compression would be designed
to be below the Elastic Limit. When
fully compressed, the spring would be at
Point B. If the spring is ever com-
pressed past the elastic limit, say to
Point C, it won’t ever behave the same.
Like a recalcitrant lazy Uncle, it will
have a lower spring force for each
amount of displacement.  On the
drawing, the spring would now cycle
between points D and E. This means
that — particularly with the last bullet
or two — the force pushing the bullet
up would be less and lo-and-behold, a
mis-feed might occur. 

When somebody stretches your
spring to “fix” your magazine, they are
trying to get you back on the original
curve. They may get pretty close, how-
ever, it’s unlikely the spring will ever
perform to its original design. The
elastic limit is now shifted lower and
your magazine spring may fail to per-
form fairly quickly.

Having said all this, if you have a mag-
azine that isn’t feeding right, what should
you do? First, disassemble the magazine
and clean it thoroughly. Then try it with
new, factory ammunition in a freshly
cleaned gun. This takes away some of the
possible causes. If you are still having
feed problems, send it back. Even the low
cost, after-market magazine manufac-
turers will fix the problem at no cost to
you other than shipping. If it’s a magazine
from the gun’s manufacturer, let them
troubleshoot and repair the problem. Oth-
erwise, toss the mag. It’s not worth risking
your life to save a few bucks.
And that’s the truth.
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MADNESS
Continued from page 59

*

Visit our website or send $3 for a catalog.
www.dsarms.com • dsarms@earthlink.net

P.O. BOX 370 • BARRINGTON, IL 60011 • TEL: 847-277-7258 • FAX: 847-277-7259

• Gas operated semi-automatic, fully adjustable gas system
• In .308, .243, and .260 Cal. / .300 WSM available Fall of '03
• Fourteen models with a wide variety of options including

stainless steel and DuraCoat™ solid & camo pattern finish

SA58TM GRAY WOLF .308 Win
• 21” Bull Barrel / Free Float Tube
• Extreme Duty Scope Mount
• Extended Safety Switch
• DuraCoatTM Gray Wolf Finish

SA58TM CONGO .308 Win
• 18” Barrel with Short Muzzle Brake
• Type 1 Receiver with Carry Handle
• Windage Adjustable Rear Peep Sight
• DuraCoatTM Belgian Camo Finish

"DSA is giving new life to the venerable FAL by innovation and
quality standards that are equaled by no other manufacturer."

-- Charles Cutshaw, Guns & Weapons for Law Enforcement
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SERIOUS HANDLOADERS
• Gas Checked Bullets

– factory applied gas-checks allow higher velocities without leading

• Exclusive Silver Alloy
– over 35% harder than ordinary lead bullets

• Advanced Bullet Designs
– provide superior accuracy

View the complete selection of Trueshot
bullets at www.trueshotbullets.com
*Dealer plan available.

800-811-0548

“For serious work with leverguns and heavy duty
sixguns, Trueshot Bullets are a #1 choice.”
–John Taffin

The Premium Silver Alloy Bullet

™

“Home of the Laser-Cast Silver Bullet”

®
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For his part, Morrison installed a
Patridge front sight on a ramp base, tuned
the action, re-shaped and smoothed the
face of the trigger, and re-blued the entire
sixgun. This is what one can see and feel.
To make everything work, Morrison had
to improvise and perform several other
operations. Remember he is doing this
project without benefit of a parts supply
for the old Colt.

The ratchet on the back of the cylinder
was worn so Morrison faced it off and set
the cylinder back. This required setting the
barrel back also and re-setting the
barrel/cylinder gap. A new gas ring was
installed along with a new mainspring. The
hand was too short and the bolt needed to
be replaced but neither was available so
Morrison stretched and re-shaped the hand,
repaired and re-cut the cylinder bolt, and
also repaired the rebound lever. It took a lot
of doing by someone who knew what he is
about, but thanks to Qualite Pistol &
Revolver I finally have a good shootin’ .44
Special New Service. 

It now needs a new set of stocks and I
will watch the grip boxes at gun shows
and hopefully come across a pair of stag
stocks that will fit a New Service. I
doubt that any leather maker offers a
holster to fit the New Service anymore
but it will be a simple task to make one
myself. Another .44 Special has now not
only been saved from the bone pile but
this New Service is ready for a life of
new service.   

Heavy .44 Special Loads
While the topic is .44 Specials I will

also relate that we have the first factory
run of “heavy” .44 Specials. Mike
Fletcher has contracted with Buffalo Bore
to run a batch of .44 Specials with 255 gr.
LBT WFN bullets at a true 1,000 feet per
second muzzle velocity. This has been a
long time coming. 

I have tested these in .44 Special six-
guns and a Ruger Super Blackhawk with
excellent results. Out of a pair of Colt New
Frontiers, both a Second and Third Gener-
ation Model with 71⁄2" barrels, they clock
out at 1,035 and 1,006 feet per second and
shoot into 11⁄8". A Smith & Wesson Model
24 61⁄2" performs with the same accuracy at
1,000 feet per second, while my old three
screw Ruger .44 Super Blackhawk keeps
the pattern going with the same accuracy
at 1,035 feet per second.
Good stuff, indeed.

For New Service work, or any handgun for
that matter, Milt Morrison can be reached
at Qualite Pistol & Revolver, (303) 574-
1765. Mike Fletcher stands ready to
supply your .44 Special ammunition needs
at The Gun Room, (918) 382-1501.  

SIXGUNNER
Continued from page 45

*

Scope Mount/Comp
Optional

Adjustable Sight5 Year Warranty
No Fitting Required
50 Yard Accuracy

Marvel’s 1911 .22 Conversion
Fits Government or Commander
STI - PARA- SVI
Scope Mount or Adjustable Sight

winner of the 2001 world steel challenge rimfire event
2001 american handgunner/sti world shoot-off rf event

first - master civ. agg- mayleigh cup - camp perry

Used by Team Dillon and team Leupold
1911 “Single Stack” $355.00

STI/PARA/SVI $375.00

ORDERS 1-800-295-1987
Marvel Precision •  www.marvelprecision.com

2330 STATE HWY 33 CRETE NE 68333

Sub  1” 50 Yard Groups
Test Target Provided
Soft Custom Case

50 yard target
80 rounds
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perpendicular sharp edges so no
reflected light will affect the shooter’s
aim; they … must be adjustable to the
individual, and, when adjusted, remain
unchanged; and, above all, this revolver
must be the utmost in reliability and
accuracy.

If you accept the General’s defini-
tion, the outdoors revolver must meet
some fairly high standards. In terms of
caliber, at the time, the .38 special
revolver was generally considered to be
the ultimate. Bear in mind Hatcher’s
text was writ ten before the .357
Magnum was introduced and in a time
when .45 ACP revolvers were not com-
monly considered well-suited to out-
doors use. But times have changed.

Outdoors revolvers today are, for the
most part, .357 Magnum caliber. But
when confronting dangerous animals, a
cartridge is needed that’s not only accu-
rate, but one that fires a heavy bullet
that will penetrate bone, reach vital
organs and create a large permanent
wound cavity. While the .357 will usu-
ally get the job done, the old adage that
a good big bullet is better than a good
small bullet is as correct today as it’s
always been. The relatively slow
moving .45 ACP creates a large perma-
nent wound cavity, has sufficient pene-
tration to reach vital organs in most
large animals and remains one of the
most widely used cartridges in the
world. It has been recommended by
some authorities as the ideal backwoods
cartridge. Some have even made the
argument the ideal .45 ACP load for
backwoods carry is the 230 gr. FMJ

because it will readily penetrate an
animal’s heavy skull and enter the brain,
immediately putting an end to the situa-
tion. At the same time, the 230 gr. bullet
has sufficient penetration to also reach
vital organs, but it does not create a
very large permanent wound cavity.

So, just perhaps it wouldn’t be wise to
depend solely upon FMJ loads; hollow
point cartridges — in addition to FMJs —
would be a good addition to any ammo
inventory for the field. Hollow points
deliver the largest permanent wound
cavity, and that’s what it’s all about. The
notion that temporary wound cavity has
any serious wounding effect in any pistol
caliber, incidentally, is utter nonsense. It
is not our purpose to enter the wound bal-
listics debate, but the fact is that tempo-
rary wound cavity is a factor only in rifle
caliber cartridges, as any forensic surgeon
will confirm. And that’s a fact.

Boys From Brazil
So, with these kinds of facts in mind,

when Taurus set out to design an out-
doorsy-handgun, it seems the Boys from
Brazil might have begun their effort by
reading Hatcher ’s text and then
improving on the good point. Naturally,
the Stellar Tracker is a revolver. As

important, it’s in .45 ACP — so far, so
good. The name of Taurus’ latest
revolver is hinted at in the “star” pattern
of its full moon clip. The clips are not
necessary to load and fire the gun,
because the cylinder is chambered with
a ridge to allow the mouth of the case to
seat on it, providing proper headspace.
But, when the clips are not used, the
ejector will not extract and eject the
spent casings,  so clips are almost
mandatory in this or any revolver that
uses rimless cartridges.  Basically,
having clips makes reloads much faster
and life easier.

The Stellar Tracker has adjustable
sights and the barrel has a full underlug
for balance and is even ported, if you like
that sort of thing. The Tracker is also a
real lightweight, tipping the scales at
only 23 ounces. That’s a nifty light-as-air
number and makes field carry a dream.
Another attractive feature is its svelte
dimensions. This is without doubt the
most compact .45 ACP revolver I’ve ever
seen. Part of the small size is attributable
to the fact Taurus made the revolver a
five-shooter, rather than the traditional
six-shooter. This enabled the size of the
cylinder to be reduced to the point the
Stellar Tracker can be built on a medium
revolver frame, rather than a large frame.
Taurus, incidentally, refers to this frame
as a “compact frame,” despite the fact
that it’s midway between their small
framed and large framed revolvers. The
Tracker is no larger or heavier than one
of the company’s .357 Magnum or.38
Special six shot revolvers.

In consonance with Hatcher’s original
criteria, the Stellar Tracker has an average
double action trigger pull of nine pounds
and a single action pull that averaged 4.5
pounds. The double action pull was butter
smooth without a hint of “stacking” and

TRAIL GUN
Continued from page 51

Hollow points 
deliver the largest
permanent wound
cavity, and that’s 
what it’s all about.

        



broke with a crisp snap. The single action
pull had no creep whatsoever, broke like
the proverbial glass rod, but with slight
overtravel, which was no big deal.

The sights are conventional, with a
front blade mounted atop a boss on the
barrel. The front sight ramp is serrated
to reduce glare and has an orange insert
for those of us intimately familiar with
the delights of bifocals. The Stellar
Tracker’s target-type rear sight is fully
adjustable for both windage and eleva-
tion, with tactile and audible clicks. The
rear sight notch is square with a thin
white line surrounding the sides and
bottom. All in all, we give the Stellar
Tracker’s sights high marks.

Ribbed for Pleasure
Perhaps the most remarkable part of

the Stellar Tracker is its grip, which is
unusual in appearance, being made up of
flexible ribs that are deepest on the front
of the grip. Taurus’ proprietary name for
these remarkable grips is “Ribber
Grips.” We find this design so ingenious
and so good we have to wonder why
Taurus doesn’t put them on all the com-
pany’s revolvers. What the ribs do are
accommodate the hands of any size
shooter, from small to large. The consis-
tency is just right to conform to the
shooter’s fingers as they wrap around the
grip, essentially fitting the grip to the
shooter’s hand in a way that no con-
toured grip can ever match. Another fea-
ture of the Ribber Grips is they are unaf-
fected by sweaty or wet hands. The
revolver stays put when the shooter
grasps it. Imagine that. A third benefit of
the Ribber Grips is they help cushion the
.45’s recoil. Too cool.

A final feature that will find favor

Cartridge Company (PMC). The new
Taurus cartridges are not only effective,
but also non-polluting. We evaluated this
ammunition, along with cartridges from
Black Hills, Winchester and Wolf

And It Shoots?
Shooting the Stellar Tracker was a

pleasant experience. We accomplished
our accuracy test ing at  15 yards
because, simply put, that’s a realistic
range for an outdoors revolver like this
one. In the real world, shorter distances
are the norm and you’ll  more than
likely be standing, anyway. The Ribber
grips are really effective in controlling
the recoil and the ported barrel aids in
keeping muzzle rise to a minimum. It’s
certainly loud, though, so wear plenty
of ear protection. After we finished our
formal accuracy testing and chrono-
graphing, we had some shooting fun
with the Tracker,  knocking over
bowling pins at distances from 15 to 25
yards.  I t ’s  a  great  wheelgun for
goofing-off,  besides the fact  i t’s  a
respectable trailgun. Accuracy was
excellent all-around. 

Our sole complaint regarding the
Tracker is there is no holster specifi-
cally designed for it yet. Any holster
made for a medium-framed revolver
would probably work, but we wanted
something more, so we took the Stellar
Tracker to Chris Stewart in Decatur,
Alabama. Chris’ company — Ready
Tactical Products — produces high
quality Kydex holsters and accessories,
such as magazine holders, at very com-
petitive prices. Chris had a Kydex hol-
ster made for the Stellar Tracker within
a few days and, like all Ready Tactical
holsters, it proved a snug fit and had
adjustable tension. We chose a belt clip,
but all Ready Tactical holsters are also
available as paddles, with a proprietary
retention mechanism that positively pre-
vents the holster from coming out along
with the handgun. Oops.

All in all, we like Taurus’ Stellar
Tracker. The revolver is the first in a
series of Taurus revolvers chambered for
rimless cartridges and others will soon
follow. If the Stellar Tracker is any indi-
cation, Taurus has hit yet another home
run. The Stellar Tracker is specifically
designed as an “outdoors gun,” but this
shouldn’t limit your opinion about it. For
those who own a .45 ACP semiauto and
would like a revolver in the same caliber,
the Stellar Tracker is the only .45 ACP
revolver currently available. In the end, if
you’re seeking a lightweight, powerful,
accurate and reliable revolver, Taurus’
Stellar Tracker is well worth
a serious look.

For more information contact, Taurus
International Manufacturing, (800) 327-
3776, www.taurususa.com; Ready Tac-
tical Products, (256) 350-4247, e-mail:
const@bellsouth.net

*
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with those having children or simply
people who wish to secure their
handgun is Taurus’ integral lock. Taurus
pioneered this feature several years ago
and is only now being introduced by
other firearm manufacturers. The Taurus
revolver system consists of a small steel
cylinder mounted in the hammer with a
hexagonal post that, when turned clock-
wise elevates the cylinder above the
surface of the revolver ’s hammer,
blocking the firearm from being cocked.
If one favors gun locks, a system like
Taurus’ that is integral and unobtrusive
is best. It’s present at all times, but
totally unobtrusive. All Taurus locks use
an identical key, and two keys are pro-
vided with each firearm.

Almost concurrent with the
announcement of the Stellar Tracker was
Taurus introduction of its new .45 ACP
“Hex” ammunition. This is a new design
incorporating a 185 gr. solid copper
hollow point bullet Taurus claims will
expand to nearly an inch, with no loss of
weight. The development of this new
round was the result of a cooperative
effort between Taurus, Hodgdon
Powder, Barnes Bullets, and Eldorado

The double action pull
was butter smooth
without a hint of

“stacking” and broke
with a crisp snap. 
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more — passed it along. But, if I can re-
visit it on the computer, well, there you go.
And Clint Smith? A refreshing voice con-
cerning a topic usually filled with BS.

Tommy Cronan
Via e-mail

We’ll give the forum a serious look.
Ayoob’s book of a compilation of The
Ayoob Files is available from The Police
Bookshelf, (800) 624-9049;
www.ayoob.com. Editor

Even Romanians Like Us
Esteemed And Honorable Editorial

Staff, I write you for the second time (and
hopefully not the last), telling you I actu-
ally received your parcel, for which I
thank you from all my heart. Indeed you
have proven to me you are the most kind,
polite and honorable foreign people I
have ever come into contact with. Just
now, before the holidays, you offered me
the greatest gift of my life.

I end this short letter thanking you
again, very much. Warm thanks to Mr. Roy
Huntington for his nice words, which mean
a lot to me. I really appreciate this because,
after all, it is the gesture that counts. 

Thank you again and I wish you the
very best.

Cristea Andi
Romania

We sent Cristea a couple of issues of
Handgunner since he couldn’t get them in
Romania and it seems he appreciated the
gesture. Still, “Esteemed and Honor-
able” just might be a little strongly
worded to describe us. Editor

SLS Holster a Detriment?
It was interesting to read the article

on the Safariland 6004 holster (Hand-
gunLeather Jan./Feb.). I have been using
a Safariland holster with the same SLS
as a duty holster for two months now.
During weapon retention training we
discovered a frontal grab of the weapon
automatically released the hood and
rolled it forward, freeing the weapon.
The “clever button” is pretty much a
redundancy since the strap can be
depressed and rolled forward without it.
In fact, I’ve found it is easier to depress
the strap just to the belt side of the
weapon’s tang, as opposed to the slip-
pery, harder-to-hit button. Fewer mis-
draws this way. Also, if the button is
depressed with more than the end of the
thumb, it’s difficult to roll the strap far
enough forward to free the weapon. This
would seem to make the SLS a detriment
to SWAT officers since they do a lot
more crawling around and are far more

SPEAK OUT
Continued from page 18

            



Colt • Glock • Taurus
Sig • H-K USP • Beretta
Walther P99 • S&W 99

Glock w/ fully supported chambers
Shoot Lead in your Glock

Convert 40 to S& W to 357 Sig
Convert 45 to 400 CorBon,

45 Super, 40 Super

Beretta w/ or w/o front brushing
Threaded & ported barrels

An industry standard for 20+ years
Jarvis, Inc.

1123 Cherry Orchard • Hamilton, MT 59840
(406) 961-4392
order online at:

www.jarvis-custom.com

Bar-Sto Precision  
P.O. Box 1838

29 Palms, CA  92277
760.367.2747

760.367.2407 fax
barsto@eee.org

For a catalog send $5 or 
order direct at www.barsto.com  

BAR-STO barrels are the standard by    
which all others are measured. 

New Springfield XD
Colt • Glock
Sig Sauer
Beretta
Taurus

Shoot LEAD out of your Glock
Convert your 40 S&W caliber
to .357 sig on most Sig, 
Glock, Beretta and 
Taurus pistols.

Barrels available for Browning HP & Colt 1911 pattern. 
(All Colt barrels are available with any style integral ramp cuts).

110 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

likely to have something contact the
strap, with the weapon on the thigh, and
open the holster by accident. There is
some security with the adjustable reten-
tion screw.

By having the button simply depress
separately from the strap would probably
eliminate most of the problem. A non-slip
coating on the bottom would also help. 

Classic still might be as good as cut-
ting edge.

K. Coulon 
Via E-mail

Ban Gun Books, Eh?
I recently read an article illustrating

another example of what anal-retenta-
tive, controlling people are doing to the
law-abiding citizens in Canada who
enjoy firearms — and reading about
them. I say boycott stores who ban pub-
lications such as American Handgunner
— which I have subscribed to for years
‘cause it’s the best! A lower rate for
Canadian subscriptions may attract
more readers, and I say screw these
book stores. Keep up the profession-
alism of your magazine and its contents.
It is superb.

Brian
Edmonton, AB Canada

Fire and Brimstone
I couldn’t agree more with Clint

Smith’s piece (“Technological Taffy”) in
the Jan./Feb. issue. I owned a 1911
Hybrid — looked cool, shot great, but
there was no way I would have carried it
for self defense as the blast from those
ports would have been a real distraction
— not to mention a safety concern. 

At work I carry a Ruger GP100. It’s a
big, rugged, fixed sight revolver but it
does the business. For anyone who is
serious about improving the likelihood of
their hitting the target, my advice is to
spend the cash on ammo for practice
instead of the latest gizmo.

Cleland Rogers
Northern Ireland

And we’d have to hesitate a guess anyone
carrying a revolver “at work” in
Northern Ireland probably knows how to
handle it. Editor

Colt Should Run Well
In reference to your “dig” at Colt in

your recent “Insider” column, may I sug-
gest the problem may lie in the fact
many people think paying upwards of
$900 a handgun will make them better
shooters. We know this is flawed
thinking. As a handgun shooter for the
last thirty years or so, and the owner of
many Colt pistols, I can attest to their
quality — and its recent (last three years)
decline. I have several Govt. models, a

           



The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable
and virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or
backup weapons.  The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-
grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular
revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos.  Also Walther P-38 and P-
88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.
The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII
for right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or
cross draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced
at $54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.
The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxuri-
ous black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for durabili-
ty, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus $4.95
shipping and handling.
A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.
Catalog $3.00

LAW
CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027

Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com

email: lawconceal@aol.com

"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW”™
The Ultimate in Comfort, Concealment and Versatility

LCS II IN RH & LH FBI FORWARD TILT POSITION

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

Fits like a 2nd Skin 

REMEMBER ---"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 391-6665
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Bob Chow commercial, one of the first
Officer’s ACP models and the latest is an
80-series .22. Occasional cleaning and
through lubrication (with “Tetra” prod-
ucts) is all I find necessary. If a new Colt
won’t fire or function as intended, it
should be returned to the factory for war-
ranty service. Paying money to someone
else to do work on a new firearm is
foolish, and it wastes money. After a
simple break-in period, it should run
fine. If not, send it back. Thanks for a
great magazine!

Ed Van de Castle, 
Baltimore,Md.

We’ve seen some Colts of late and
frankly, were impressed. The new admin-
istration is trying hard and word has it
they will be working their way back into
the general consumer market in a bigger
way in the future. We wish them all-suc-
cess. Editor

Take That!
I’m writing about Kachenko’s letter in

the Jan/Feb issue of Handgunner
wherein he states the Nov/Dec issue was
the worse ever. I thought it was the best
ever, and not only did I send my SIG 226
to Robar for customizing — I also sent
in a subscription for your great maga-
zine. So there.

Glenn VanTassel
Guys Mills, PA

Blade-Tech Tops
Thank you so much! As we all know,

new guns hit the market, but holsters for
them are sometimes not available. Such
was the case with Kimber’s new
polymer-frame .45. I received my new
Pro-Carry Ten II, but found I had nothing
it would fit in. I have several 1911s, and
many ways to carry them but still, the
search was on for a holster. After hours
on the phone I finally got my stuff
together and called you Handgunner. You
recommended Blade-Tech due to my
needs, so I phoned. I talked to a gal
named Carla, who really took the time to
get the information down and even let me
talk to the ‘mold tech’. Three days later I
received my new paddle from Blade-Tech
— what a fit!

So lets get the word out — if you have
a Kimber Ultra Carry Ten II or a Pro Carry
Ten II, Blade-Tech has your holster!

Rick Barnes
Lemoore, CA

Pilot Speaks
I had to laugh when I read Ken

Hackathorn’s “Tactical Advantage”
(March/April) on arming pilots. Ken
must of been having an “Al Gore
moment” with all that talk about a “lock

LaPrade Accessories for Glocks®
Replacement Mag Bodies for Glocks®

These are second generation drop-free mag bodies with a steel liner
and a plastic body like Glock® mags and our extended mags below.
These mag bodies are packed in a clear sealed bag with a
copy of the ATF letter allowing replacement mag bodies to
be sold. When ordering specify 15 or 17 round 9mm bodies
or 13 or 15 round .40 S&W bodies (do not provide model
numbers). Fax after Labor Day.

Preban magazines for Glocks have become more expensive than
La Prade’s grandfathered 33 round 9mm, 29 round .40 caliber,
and 29 round .357 Sig magazines for Glocks. These magazines
are the only after market magazine for Glocks made identical to
a Glock magazine. They have the inner seal with a polymer exte-
rior and are drop free. These magazines are ideal for any place
you may need extra capacity like in a business, home or on the
seat of a car (where legal) when not carrying the pistol on your
body. All items shipped upon receipt of M.O. or certified check.

Extended magazines for Glock 9mm, 357, and .40 caliber also fits KelTek Arms items that
use Glock magazines.

33 Rd. 9 mm magazine for Glocks®...............................$60.00 
29 rd. 40 cal. or .357 cal. magazine for Glocks®............$75.00

LaPrade Route 10, Box 240A-1HG, Tazewell, TN 37879 
Fax: (423) 733-2073

9mm & 40 cal. bodies $40; 10 mm & 45 cal. bodies $54. 
Sorry, no credit cards.

3 1/2 lb. Trigger Pull
For All Glocks®

Change your Glock’s 5 lb. trigger
pull to a 3 1/2 lb. competition 
trigger pull as used in Glock 
target pistols.

$20.00 or 2 for $35.00
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box”. As a Boeing 737 captian, I can tell
Ken that just about everything he said
was useless. First, what the hell good is a
gun locked up in some box if I need it in
a hurry? You call that practical? Second,
Ken suggests the pilot could check the
weapon in the cockpit? Would Ken have
a cop do that with a service weapon in the
squad car? Hey, why not have the cop
keep his weapon locked up in the squad
car like Ken suggests I do? Third, a .38
cal revolver? How about a Sig P229 .357
like the federal air marshalls carry? Issue
it to each pilot who qualifies and have
him or her responsible for it. Fourth, what
hassle going through security? Does Ken
think the armed LEOs who ride on my
airplane are hassled going through secu-
rity? Fifth, Ken thinks I’m going to be
worried about the noise of a magnum or
that I even care about being politically-
correct when being attacked by some ter-
rorist. Again, he’s wrong. 

Capt. Casey M. Burns
Alaska Airlines

Jet-setting Handgunner
I have been traveling outside of the

USA for a year now. To keep things
simple I decided to substitute American
gun magazines with the local offerings
until I returned. By chance today I
spotted your Nov/Dec issue on a Sydney
newsstand. I couldn’t resist the item on
the cover, “My dog ate my gun.” I must
commend you on this pleasurable period-
ical. The layout, humor and content
appeal to my tastes. For the first time in
many years I am subscribing to a new
gun magazine, which will have to follow
my every move. Thank you for doing
what you are doing!

Leo Hamel
San Diego, Sydney, Pretoia

50% Savings on Kimber
I know you’re going to get more than

one of these “blinding flashes of the
obvious” but I wanted to be first. Here’s
my offer: For the paltry sum of half (yes
half!) of what LA SWAT is spending to
equip their elite, highly trained “opera-
tors” with a second Kimber, I will, in one
five-minute session, teach every single
officer how to mount a removable light on
his gun. But wait! That’s not all! In but a
single follow-up session they will learn
how to remove it! Astounding isn’t it?

Come on, Dawson (“Light Speed
Rail”), Springfield (“Operator”), and
Caspian (Recon Rail) got it right. LA
County (per-usual) got it pretty bass-ack-
wards. Another gun, just to have a light?
Way to stay abreast of technology, guys.
Instead, how about saving 90% vs. what
buying these guys a second gun costs?
Talk about decision by committee, jeez. 

Figure, real money for a checkered,
night-sighted, Kimber is a grand or so.

FLORIDA’S PREMIER
SHOOTING ACADEMY!

UNIVERSAL SHOOTING ACADEMY
4300 Highway 630 East / Frostproof, FL 33843

863-635-3425 / Fax:863-635-5277

Intensive personalized training in all aspects
of practical shooting.Each course is designed to
accommodate all levels; beginners, intermediate
or advanced shooters wishing to increase their skill,
confidence,knowledge and performance in handgun 
speed shooting.

Each course is taught by international and U.S.
champion pro shooter Frank Garcia.The academy
is located in the heart of central Florida near Walt
Disney World and other major attractions. Courses
limited to four students per class. Classes available 
all year. Website: www.frankgarciausa.com

BASE PINS
FOR SIXGUNS

Ruger & Colt 
Single Action Army and Replicas
Tired of chasing basepins that won’t

stay in? Want your SA cylinder to have
a little less play? The answer is

Belt Mountain Basepins!
John Taffin

Belt Mtn. Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 3202 • Bozeman, MT 59772

Phone & Fax 1-406-388-1396
Check, Money Order, Mastercard, Visa

Money back if not satisfied!

www.beltmountain.com
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According to your numbers we’re
talking about fifty thousand dollars sav-
ings. Pick a mount, any mount, save
$50k. Hell, pay me half and I’ll show
them how they go on the gun. $25k for
ten minutes work … cha-ching!

Eric Stanley
Via e-mail

It’s not quite that simple. The require-
ment for a particular duty holster kept
the rail-equipped pistols off the list, in
addition to LAPD’s wish for the, shall we
say “classically” styled SureFire model.
Something else to think about is the fact
each officer has a built-in back-up he is
personally familiar with in case his pri-
mary gun needs servicing. Things are
always more complicated than they may
appear at first. Editor

1911 Feud
You referenced the ongoing feud over

the 1911. You do cover it a lot, but
always present pertinent information.
You helped influence my decision to buy
a Springfield 1911 because of it. Thanks
for publishing the best — and most infor-
mative — handgun magazine available,
with knowledgeable contributing editors.
You have my continued subscription.

Kevin McCall
Via E-mail

Forgive us if we allow ourselves a
moment to bask in the face of all this
praise. Editor

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER™ welcomes letters to
the editor for the Speak Out column. Letters
should be typewritten, but legible handwriting is
acceptable. Letters must be less than 350 words.
We reserve the right to edit all published letters
for clarity and length. Due to the volume of mail,
we are unable to individually answer either
written correspondence or e-mail. Send your let-
ters to Speak Out , American Handgunner, 591
Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA
92108; internet: www.americanhandgunner.com

OOPS!
In the Handgun Leather column,
March/April, Ironoak Leather’s
phone number was mis-printed. The
correct number is (215) 276-1615.

The cool photos shown in  the
STI/Handgunner match story,
March/April, were taken by Hand-
gunner’s own Nyle Leatham. Sorry
Nyle, for missing your photo credit!
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Rexroat’s designs are a reflection of
his clean and unfettered lifestyle, and it’s
the creative part of knifemaking that he
enjoys the most. According to Kirk,
“One of the things I like about knife
making is designing knives. With more
designs than time to create them, you can
be assured that something new is con-
stantly on my drawing board and in the
workshop. Hunting knives, folders,
Bowies, self-defense knives, an occa-
sional small sword and fancy knives all
find their way into my imagination and
on to my show tables. As varied as my
knives are, there are two characteristics
that I strive for — clean lines and excel-
lent workmanship.” 

Diversity Defined
Just about every knife Rexroat makes

is a one-of-a-kind. Given that no two
Damascus blades are exactly alike and
natural handle materials vary, anyone
who owns a Rexroat knife can take pride
in owning a unique piece of edged art.
Rexroat likes it that way. In his own
words: “My folding knives come in a
wide variety of shapes and sizes. I make
gentleman, hunter, utility, and tactical-
style folders. They range from “using”
models to fully file-worked collector
pieces. The handle and blade materials
also vary widely. Liners are usually
made from titanium and can be anodized
if desired. Bolsters are 416 stainless
steel, Damascus, or Mosaic Damascus. I
prefer natural handle materials such as
ivory, horn, and wood, but I can use
almost anything.”

“Most of my blades are forged 52100
steel, pattern-welded Damascus, or
Mosaic Damascus. My folders are liner
locks because I feel they have a stronger
design. I like their all-screw construction
and the fact they can be totally disassem-
bled for maintenance. I believe a knife
must feel good in your hand and hold an
edge well. These two principles are para-
mount to any knife. I don’t like to be con-
fined to one style of knife, and so I have
incorporated these two attributes into all
the knives I make.”

Prices on his folders range from $500
to $2,500,and since they are hand-made
for each customer you can expect a wait
of up to two years for delivery of an
order. Kirk also attends several knife
shows a year with a display of knives for
sale. Those on a budget can delight in the
fact that several of Kirk’s designs are
either already available or in
production by Al Mar Knives. 

For more info contact, Rexroat Knives,(307)
464-0166, www.rexroatknives.com, e-mail:
rexknives@vcn.com; Al Mar Knives, (503)
670-9080, www.almarknives.com

*

MASTER FORGER
Continued from page 61
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did shoot well. The best group of the day
was posted by C&R Ammo’s “First Shot”
which put five rounds into a jaw-dropping
1.6" at 25 yards. However Aguila, Triton,
and Winchester were all hot on its heels.
Reliability was flawless with all loads
except Aguila’s mild IQ. This lightweight
HP simply didn’t have enough oomph to
cycle with 100% reliability. 

I shot the P1 extensively in drills from
2-100 yards. These went something like
this: On the go, slap for leather and spend
what seems like an eternity trying to dig
the pistol out of the full flap military hol-
ster. When you finally clear leather the
27-ounce pistol proves quick in the hand.
Index the prominent front sight onto an
enemy of der Fatherland — undt squeeze.
We’re shooting a nine so you hammer
another couple after the first and then
switch targets. Holes appear wherever
you put the front sight as brass pumps
from the P1. Then all too soon the slide
locks back. “Mein Gott!” 

This is where the fun begins. First hit
the release while manually digging the
empty mag out and send it flying with
your left hand. Then go for your spare
mag. Jam the fresh mag in, hit the slide
release, and back to work. When the last
schwein hundt goes down, assess the situ-
ation, decock, and holster.

While it feels substantially different
than an M1911 the P1 proved easy to
shoot. Moving back, I noticed that from
prone, it was a simple matter to put all
nine rounds onto a silhouette 100 yards.
Amused, I posted targets and fired some 5
shot groups at 50 yards using what I had
left for ammunition. At this distance,
Triton’s Quik-Shok averaged an impres-
sive 3.9". 

Zer Gut?
The only real drawback to the P1 is the

smallish magazine capacity and its Euro-
pean magazine release. Due to its single
stack design the grip is not so chunky, so
people with smaller hands may find the old
Walther more comfortable than some more
modern pistols. As far as the magazine
release goes all you can do is live with it. 

I came away quite impressed by the
P1. It’s not like a Walther, or similar to a
Walther, it is a Walther. While not per-
fect it’s still a surprisingly capable
pistol. It’s also interesting to note our
current service pistol, the Beretta M9,
uses the same locking method. If you’re
in the market for an inexpensive 9mm
that’s dependable and has some histor-
ical flavor I suggest consid-
ering Century’s P1. 

For more information contact, Century
Arms International, (800) 527-1252;
www.centuryarms.com
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WALTHER P-38
Continued from page 75
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non-existent. This is great, for the slide
can move freely as soon as the barrel
unlocks. Obviously there is no effect on
accuracy since everything is locked up
when the gun fires. What it does after the
bullet is gone doesn’t matter much.

Craig had installed a BarSto barrel.
The heart and soul of any accuracy job is
the fit of the bottom barrel lugs to the
slide stop pin. To be right, contact must
be even on both sides and along the full
length of the lugs. This is a challenge that
eludes more than a few custom smiths,
but not Craig. The lugs were fitted per-
fectly. As good a job as I’ve seen in
years. It’s also a guarantee the gun is
going to shoot well. The fit of the
bushing to both barrel and slide was just
right. You see a lot of them these days
that are, in my opinion, way too tight
where it serves no useful purpose. A
wrench is needed to turn this one, but you
don’t have to bring a friend to help.

Study of the cosmetic aspects was just
as satisfactory. The frame was pre-check-
ered by Caspian, so after fitting all Craig
had to do was finish it using his Dura
Shield coated finish. The slide was
grooved on top, also by Caspian, and
Craig installed a set of Novak sights to
top it all off.

Testing continued with a longer func-
tion test that included the ammo going to
be used in the accuracy test. Picking
those loads is always difficult because it
would be easy to create a false impres-
sion of a gun simply by choosing to show
ammo it liked — or didn’t. So I make the
choice before any accuracy testing at all
and try to have a mix of appropriate types
that cover the range likely to be used in
real world shooting. I included two of the
most recent non-toxic loads from Federal
and Remington: the Federal Ballisticlean
(with a 165 gr. compressed copper bullet)
and Remington’s Disintegrator (with a
175 gr. sintered iron bullet). I also
included the new Taurus solid copper 185
gr. Hex-bullet. (See chart)
Just Say Wow

I also have to make a confession. This
pistol appeals to me far more than I
thought it would. To be sure the damascus
is gorgeous, the titanium high-tech and
Craig’s work most excellent, but there is
more. Here we have a great example of
synergy where the whole is far more than
the sum of the parts. And besides, the
“wow-factor” is pretty much off the
charts, and that’s what this
kind of thing is all about. 

For more info rmation contact,
Caspian Arms Ltd., (802) 472-6709;
www.caspianarms.com; Craig Ltd.,
(620) 585-6385.
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OLD & NEW
Continued from page 69
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more easily carried in the very limited
space available to them in their flight
suits and aircraft,” said Gary. “The pur-
pose of this knife design is Survival, Eva-
sion, Resistance and Escape (S.E.R.E.) —
hence the name.”

“Today the knife has evolved into the
S.E.R.E. 2000,” added Gary. “The “S2K”
is now made stronger due to the heat
treated stainless steel double liners vs. the
brass liners of the older version, lighter at
6 oz. vs. 12 oz. and smaller with it’s 3.6"
blade vs. the older 4.25". The steel used
today is VG-10, which is one of the finest
steels for knives on the market.”

Affordable Rexroat
It was custom knifemaker Kirk

Rexroat, the subject of our feature article,

who commandeered the redesign of the
rejuvenated S.E.R.E. 2000™. Fadden
explains, “I met Rexroat about 10 years
ago. A friend of mine gave me a knife —
an outstanding knife — and it was made
by this guy in Wyoming named Kirk
Rexroat. From that first contact, Kirk and
I kept in touch and our friendship grew
from there.”

“Today Kirk is an integral part of Al
Mar Knives. He works with us as our
custom maker/designer/consultant, and
all-around expert on darn near every-
thing. Most recently we’ve put his
“Shrike™” design into production, next
will be the Nomad™. Kirk also does
design development/improvement which
includes the Havana Clipper™, SERE
2000 and SERE Operator™.”

“In addition to all of this, he also has
quite a few new projects that he and
AMK will do together in the future. You
can order a custom made ‘Al Mar’ from
Rexroat Knives. Kirk and I must approve
each request before the knife can be
made. We do this to maintain the integrity
of the company, the designs and Kirk’s
good name.”

With Fadden at the helm and Rexroat
at the drawing board, fans of Al Mar
Knives can rest assured that not only
will the legend continue, but they can
expect a steady stream of new offerings
made in the tradition
of the original. 

Fortunately for Al Mar enthusiasts, the
knife company did not go away. In 1981,
a chance meeting between Al Mar and
one Gary Fadden — a Heckler & Koch
firearms company manager and knife
enthusiast — proved to be more than a
casual twist of fate. The two men formed
a strong friendship that lasted until Al’s
death in 92. 

It was Fadden who would buy the Al
Mar knife company several years after
his death, and who now carries on his
mentor’s name today. According to Gary,
“Al was far ahead of his time in the cut-
lery business. Not only did he establish a
whole new category of cutlery, he was
also the first to create what is now called
the “Tactical Folder” — this was the
S.E.R.E./Attack. The S/A was first sold to
the US Army and was the first knife of its
kind ever to be purchased by a special
unit within the armed services — the
Army’s S.E.R.E. school. Its officer in
charge, Col. Nick Rowe, was the co
designer of the knife along with Al Mar.
Col. Rowe was also the longest held
POW of the Vietnam war. 

“The S.E.R.E./Attack was developed
so that downed aircrew would have a
very stout folding knife which could be

AL MAR LEGEND
Continued from page 61

He works with 
us as our custom
maker/designer/
consultant, and 

all-around expert on
darn near everything.
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Trijicon, Inc.
49385 Shafer Ave.   P.O. Box 930059
Wixom, MI 48393-0059
Phone: (800) 338-0563   (248) 960-7700
Fax: (248) 960-7725
www.trijicon.com

Bright & Tough Night Sights
Our three-dot Night Sights are the most popular illuminated iron sights in the
world. The tritium-illuminated sights are the first choice of police, many leading
firearms manufacturers, and defense-minded civilians.
ACOG® (Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight )
A combat-proven telescopic sight with a battery-free, tritium-illuminated 
ranging reticle. The most versatile sighting system in the world and standard
equipment for most of the United States military’s special forces. Choose from 
4 X 32, 3.5 X 35 or 5.5 X 50 magnification.
Compact ACOG®

Precision, any light aiming in a small, lightweight package. Dual illuminated
with fiber optics and tritium and totally battery-free. A superior choice for
quick response units. Available in 1.5 X 16, 1.5 X 24, 2. X 20 and 3 X 24.
AccuPoint® Riflescope 
A dual illuminated sporting scope specifically designed to help hunters take a
trophy in any light. The patented triangle-shaped reticle is illuminated by
tritium and fiber optics for optimum brightness and contrast in bright light 
or low light.
Reflex Sight
The fastest, most user-friendly red dot-style sights in the business use a bright
amber-colored tritium-illuminated reticle for dark or low-light sighting and a
fiber optic system for reducing contrast in bright light. Perfect for some law
enforcement applications and competition venues as well as hunting at close 
or medium ranges. Dot, triangle or chevron-shaped reticle available.
TriPower™ Tactical Sight
The industry's first triple-illuminated sight featuring a tritium-illuminated 
reticle for a vivid, distinct aiming point...an integrated fiber optic system that
adjusts the brightness level of ambient light conditions...and a dependable,
on-call battery backup system for crisis-level situations.

Want to improve your shooting in any lighting condition? 
We're The Any Light Shooting Specialists.

Trijiconfamily7X5.qxd  1/18/03  11:40 AM  Page 1
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GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

P eople who think the extractor is the most important
part of a 1911 pistol are wrong. It’s the magazine.
Before the extractor can do its thing the magazine
must serve up a cartridge at the right time and place.

It’s also true the majority of autopistol malfunctions can be
traced to the magazine.

For that reason most of us have lots of magazines and
we've all got a few that don’t want to lock the slide back
or do some other evil deed. Almost all of those can be
traced to either the magazine follower — which must
engage the slide stop pin to lock things back — or to the
shape of the feed lips which can disrupt the timing of when a
cartridge is released to be fed.

Gunsmith Wayne Novak is now offering some of the prettiest
magazines I’ve ever seen. They are being made in Italy to his
specifications and are polished and blued to such a finish you
almost don’t want to use them. Novak has designed the feed lips
to have a very distinct release-point instead of a taper as is seen
on some. But the biggest difference is the follower, which is
notably thicker than most and made of nickel-plated steel.

For the 1911 there are seven round magazines, with or
without base pads; eight round types that have a removable

plastic base and six rounders for Officers-size pistols, again with
or without pads. All can be had in either blue or nickel finish.

Of course time is the only true proof of a magazine’s func-
tion, but I have used them now for several extensive tests in a
couple of different pistols. They have functioned perfectly with
all types of ammunition, including target wadcutter loads which
are the most challenging of all. And they’ve earned
a place with my carry gun.

Novak Designs Inc., 1206 30th St., Parkersburg, WV 26101;
(304) 428-2676; www.novaksights.com

NOVAK “Extreme duty” 
1911 magazines

*
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GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

KART EZ-FIT BARREL

K art’s EZ-fit barrel makes it possible to get a real match
barrel fit with considerably less work. The secret to accu-
racy in a government model-type pistol is the fit of the
bottom barrel lugs to the slide stop pin. Unless the pin fits

properly and locks the barrel up completely, accuracy won’t
reach full potential. Kart’s barrel eliminates that in favor of two
humps, evenly spaced in the top locking lug. It’s much easier to
work on those surfaces, although the job demands just as much
patience. Kart has a small file ground to fit the space that is just
about mandatory. The instructions are good too.

Initial work is done using a loose bushing and you begin by
fitting the headspace extension so the barrel can go up into
the slide lugs and then gently begin to work
on the humps on the top of the barrel. I use a
Sharpie to blacken them and try it on the
frame. You won’t be able to get the slide to
close all the way but the blackening will
rub off and show you where to remove
metal. This is one of those things where
you must take a stroke or two with the
file and try it on the frame. This may have
to be repeated dozens of times. 

The next step is to fit the new bushing. It

will require some polishing to go into the slide and you definitely
want it to be snug enough to require a bushing wrench, but not
overly-tight. Cycle the slide manually and the gun will show you
where to cut if more is needed. When you’re done you’ll have a
true match-grade barrel that locks up just as well as a
custom job. Just be sure to make haste slowly.

Kart Precision Barrel Co., 3975 Garner St. SW, Shallotte, NC
28470; (910) 754-5212

*

      



Kydex® Concealment Holsters by 
Uncle Mike’s® Law Enforcement. Just $19.95.

Kydex® has long been the material of choice among custom

holster makers. Now Uncle Mike’s® Law Enforcement gives you

custom quality, custom features and the

same Kydex material, all at a fraction

of what you’d expect to pay. Choose

from a Belt Holster at $19.95 or a

Paddle model at $22.95 and you’ll see

for yourself just why these holsters offer a superior level of concealment

and the ultimate in user performance.

At these prices, it makes you wonder

what some other holster companies

are trying to 

hide. See for yourself. Visit your

favorite 

A DIVISION OF                    OF
OREGON CO.
VISIT OUR WEB SITE OR SEND FOR A FREE CATALOG: UNCLE MIKE’S LAW ENFORCEMENT 
P.O. BOX 1690, OREGON CITY, OR 97045 • PH: (503) 655-7964 • FAX: (503) 655-7546 • WWW.UNCLE-MIKES.COM

Left-hand models
and thumb break
options are also
available.

There’s no 
concealing the price.
There’s no 
concealing the price.

A s we grow older we lose some ability to accommodate
between objects that are close or far away. Shooters
have it even worse because the front sight at first
appears fuzzy and later on there will be a bunch of them.

Sooner or later we’re going to need help. The condition is
called Presbyopia and is a perfectly normal accompaniment to
the aging process.

Wizard Industries now offers “Shooting Specs”
which are made of optically clear polycarbonate.
This is the stuff of which good safety glasses are
made and these have side protection and adjustable
temples. But they also have a bifocal segment in the
lower quadrant of the lens that lets us find the cor-
rection needed to bring the front sight into focus.
The remainder of the lens has no corrective power.

By the time this becomes a problem for a
shooter it probably also interferes with reading or
other close-up work so we will likely know how
much correction we need. Shooting Specs are
available from +1.0 to +3.0 in 0.5 diopter incre-
ments but if you don’t know a quick trip to a drug-
store that sells reading glasses will help you find
out. The drawback of those glasses is that they
probably are not safety glasses and the whole lens

will have the correction which may prove disturbing. 
I’ve long had a pair of special shooting glasses made with

the proper correction for me to see the front sight. The
Shooting Specs provided identical results.

Wizard Industries Inc., 15500 Erwin St. #1049, Van Nuys, CA
91411; (888) 346-3826; www.ShootingSpecs.com

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

SHOOTING SPECS

*
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B inoculars are generally limited in magnification due to
the difficulty of holding the high powered glass still-
enough for useful viewing. The StabilEyes 14x40
image stabilized binocular from Nikon helps to solve

that problem. You may have seen some fancy rigs used for
movie or TV cameras, and some of that technology has been
adapted to provide “vibration reduction” for binoculars. There
are sensors for both elevation and azimuth and when they detect
motion, a microprocessor directs two small motors to move the
gimbal-mounted internal optical elements. Four AA batteries
provide the go.

Of course you don’t see any of this because it’s inside the
waterproof case. But, when you press the button to activate the
stabilizing gear, you’ll hear the motors whir and see the image
jump a bit and then become steady. It’s one of those gee-whiz
neat sorts of things.

There are two modes of operation: “Land” and “On Board.”
As you would expect, the land mode is for normal hand-held
use, but the on-board mode facilitates use from cars, boats or
aircraft. It’s really quite remarkable to ride down the road
watching cars both coming and going and be able to read distant
license plates. Don’t try this while you’re the one driving

though! At a more practical shooter level, it was also easy to see
.22 caliber bullet holes at 100 yards. The StabilEyes have a
broad range of usefulness and should be especially
interesting to law enforcement and boaters.

Nikon Sports Optics, 1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville, NY
11747; (800) 248-6846; www.nikonusa.com

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

NIKON STABILEYES

*

       



122 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MAY/JUNE 2003

Custom Corner features paid listings by the identified pistolsmiths. Many

are members of the American Pistolsmiths Guild and the American Hand-

gunner Club 100. Advertising information is available from: AMERICAN

HANDGUNNER, Adv. Dept. 591, Camino de la Reina, Ste. 200, San

Diego, CA 92108; (619) 297-7606.

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313
www.reedercustomguns.com

Gary Reeder
Custom Guns

“Building full
custom guns
for over 20 years.”
Over 40 series of 
custom guns.
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Kent Singletary
Custom Gunsmithing

Customizing and repair of
quality firearms since 1989

Specialist in carry modifications for
1911’s, Browning Hi-Power

and S&W Revolvers

602-526-6836
kent@kscustom.com
www.kscustom.com

www.customarms.com215-633-7478www.customarms.com215-633-7478

Backing You 
Up 100%

Backing You 
Up 100%

tenring.com•email:tenring@texas.net

210.494.3063•FAX 210.494.3066 
1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

Dedicated to the metallic
art of the spiral tube.

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.

tenring.com•email:tenring@texas.net

210.494.3063•FAX 210.494.3066 
1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

Glock Thumb Safety
Installed $115 + shipping

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.
Dedicated to the metallic art of the spiral tube. 

                                                   



Custom 1911
4 or 5 inch models

Manufacturer of Match Grade
Slides & Frames
Special Dealer Programs Available

Lone Star Arms Mfg. Inc.
6420 S. Hwy 377,
Stephenville TX 76401
Ph:  254-968-2735 
Fax: 254-965-4475
www.lonestararms.net

If you recognize Matt Burkett’s name,
it’s probably because he’s been busy
winning some important matches
over the last few years. What’s less

well known is Matt has been offering
some private, high-dollar training in his
corner of the Arizona desert. And now
he’s distilled much of that training into a
new training DVD set called “Practical
Shooting Handgun Techniques.”

Burkett’s new DVDs neatly side-step
some of the problems evident in previous
shooting videos. Professional camera and
sound work allow the viewer to concen-
trate on the material, instead of trying to
decipher sketchy sound and out-of-focus
images. The DVD format — a first for
the industry — lets the viewer re-watch
important sections easily and conve-
niently. You can practice with your auto
in one hand and your remote control in
the other. Just make sure you’re
unloaded, eh?

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 123

DVDREVIEW
AH Staff

Matt Burkett’s

PRACTICAL
SHOOTING
HANDGUN
TECHNIQUES, 
Vol. 1-3
Larry Pomykalski

Burkett’s instruction matches the
quality of the production, with a series of
competition-proven techniques that are
presented with humor and clarity. His on-
screen presence is comfortable and author-
itative and there’s no question the man
knows what he’s talking about since he
demonstrates every technique discussed.

“Practical Shooting Handgun Tech-
niques” gives viewers some world-class
instruction in the techniques currently
winning matches. Since viewing it I’ve
seen improvements in my own shooting,
and after twenty five years of shooting
and continuing formal instruction, I think
that’s remarkable. I guess you
can teach old dogs something.

For more information contact, Matt Burkett
Hot Shots,7040 Wilshire Dr.,Scottsdale, AZ
85257; Phone: (480) 949-1553, Fax: (480)
947-2773; http://www.mattburkett.com,
http://www.burkettonline.com

*

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313
www.reedercustomguns.com

Gary Reeder
Custom Guns

“Building full custom
guns for over 20
years.” Over 40 series
of custom guns.
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Symbol of honest, competent,
quality workmanship

"LOOK FOR IT!"
Member list $2.00

1449 Blue Crest Ln.
San Antonio, TX  78232

                    







: For more information on seeing your product featured in “Spotlight” contact, Steve Evatt (619) 297-0205

The Desantis Gunhide Model #098
“Inner Piece Thumb Break” Holster will
comfortably conceal the full sized .45 Govern-
ment Model in the waistband. Originally designed for
the FBI’s elite HRT unit, the #098 is now avail-
able to the general public. The holster features
a reinforced top, a polymer sight track, and a
rear trailing stabilizer wing. The thumb break
is designed to engage only in the cocked
and locked position (condition one)
and Desantis strongly recom-
mends that only well-trained
personnel us this type of hol-
ster. Available for the Govern-
ment model and clones. For
more information call 800-GUNHIDE or see
the web site at www.desantisholster.com  

The Swing & Drop9 features a
bi-directional plate transfer
system which compliments a
more comprehensive training than
simple knock down or swinging
plates. Made from 3/8" AR-500
Steel, the plates function with all
personal defense, concealed carry
and duty carry firearms from .38
special on up. Once hit, the plates
provide clear visual and audible
feedback as they travel along the
AR-400 steel-reinforced capture
brackets. The Tree is 653⁄4" high with
a base that measures 30"x21" and
the whole thing weighs in at 115
lbs. For more information, call
Steel Targets Midwest
at (417) 889-
0925 or see
them on the web
at: www.steeltargets.net

Evans Targets, a family owned and operated company, is now manufacturing, in
addition to its reactive steel, rifle and pistol targets, it’s own Ez Set Target and
Stand©. The Stand’s unique design allows the shooters to easily move the unit and
replace the targets with other EZ Set Targets. These are especially popular with
cowboy action shooters. All targets are plasma cut from 500 Brinnell steel, in

either 3/8" or 1/2 ",
and built for a lifetime
of hard shooting. The
company offers a
variety of standard tar-
gets as well as custom
design work. For more
information contact,
Evans Targets at Rt. 1,
Box 6C, Drummond,
Oklahoma, 73735, or
call (580) 493-2738 or
visit them on the web at
www.evanstarget.com

Heritage Manufacturing located in Opa Locka, Fl., announces the availability of the pop-
ular Rough Rider Single Action Revolver in a new BLACK SATIN FINISH. With last year’s
intro of the Silver Satin Finish quickly becoming a best seller, they’ve now added 4 models
to the popular line in this new, great looking, low gloss black satin finish. The grips are a wooden green
camo laminate which make this the perfect side arm for bow hunters and other situations where a non-glare
side arm is necessary. The Millett Rear Adjustable Sight and Williams Fire Red Ramp Front system comes
standard with all of the Adjustable Sighted Rough Riders. MSRP is only $184.95. For more information call
(305) 685-5966 or visit the web at www.heritagemfg.com

EZ SET TARGET AND STAND
Evans Targets

ROUGH RIDER S/A 
REVOLVER — BLACK STAIN
Heritage Manufacturing, Inc.Introduced at the 2001 SHOT Show,

this ultra light quality handgun grip is
designed to fit the Full Size Colt 1911,
Commander Size 1911, and the Officers
Model . In addition, the grips will also fit
most Colt clones by companies such as
Kimber, Springfield Armory, and a number of
custom pistol smiths. Alumagrips are available
with Ambi and /or Magwell cuts. Precision man-
ufactured in Mesa, Arizona the Alumagrip has
been approved to carry the NRA logo upon
request. Visit them on the web anytime at www.alumagrips.com or call (602) 294-
2390 weekdays 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM MST.

1911 GRIPS
Alumagrips

3C LED FLASHLIGHT  Streamlight Inc.

SPOTLIGHT

INNER PIECE THUMB
BREAK HOLSTER
Desantis Holster 
and Leather

Heinie Specialty Products announces the availability
of fixed combat style sights for the NEW Springfield
XD Sub-Compact Pistol. These are designed to create
a faster, more precise sight picture. The sights are
CNC machined from bar-stock and feature an angled,
serrated, rear sighting surface. Available in plain
black for $50.35 or with Heinie’s exclusive “Straight
Eight” 2-dot night sight system for $104.95. Heinie
can install the sights with a 1-2 day turn around
time, or installation can easily be done with a Sig fac-
tory sight installation tool. For more information,
contact Heinie Specialty at 1-877-SIGHTS1, or visit
them on the web at www.heinie.com

XD SUB-COMPACT
PISTOL SIGHTS
Heinie Specialty Products

SWING & DROP9
SHOOTING TREE
Steel Targets Midwest

Streamlight Inc. introduces a new 3C LED flashlight and announces improvements to the original 3C xenon bulb
flashlight. The new LED model is equipped with ten white LEDs that provide up to 100,000 hours of
power. Improvements made to the xenon bulb-powered model include an enhanced
focus and consolidation of the on/off switching
capabilities into the tailcap.
See this and other great
Streamlight products at
www.streamlight.com
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Whitewater Outdoors Gore-Tex Waterproof Shooting Gloves provide
superior protection thanks to the waterproof, breathable Gore-Tex
fabric. The gloves feature an ultra-sensitive trigger finger and deluxe
RX-7 gripper palms so the gun won’t slip out of the hunter’s hands.
Call 1-800-666-2674 or visit www.whitewateroutdoors.com for the
Whitewater Outdoors retailer near you.

GORE-TEX WATERPROOF 
SHOOTING GLOVES
Whitewater Outdoors
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750
Number of guns missing from the FBI’s

inventory, according to an audit by 
the Justice Department. Oops ...

169
Number of arrests related to 

Super Bowl in San Diego.

2
Number of riot/looting sprees in 

Oakland. One for a Raider win at the 
AFC Championships and one for 
a Raider loss at the Super Bowl. 

What do they want?

20,000,000
Number of plastic mail-storage tubs

declared missing by the Postal 
Service at $3.25 each.

14,000
Number of crows on the University of

Michigan’s Ann Arbor campus.

2,800
Cost in dollars for 14,000 .410 shotgun

shells to solve the crow problem.

932
Cost in dollars of S&W’s new 1911 pistol.

7
Number of heroes who gave their 

lives in our quest to expand human 
knowledge in space. Handgunner
honors that “Magnificent Seven.”
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R ADD IT UP Continued from page 130

I
f they can ever get it sorted out, any pilot of any
commercial passenger airline will be authorized
to carry a handgun in the cockpit in accordance
with Transportation Sedcurity Admin. guide-

lines. There are things to be resolved yet, like specifics as methods of carry, how
to store them and other points. The pilots will be deputized as federal security
agents in a class with air marshalls. It’s about time.

HUNTING
WORKS

and energy to learn things that others say are true. 
In my humble opinion, that recruit — or anyone who is “book-learned” — has no

right to tout their teacher’s opinions as anything other than “information I have learned
from someone else.” To imply, or to even let it remain unsaid — thereby assumed —
the information they spout comes from personal experience, is tantamount to a lie. In
my opinion it also destroys any credibility they have, or may ever strive to hold. 

When you read an article, balance what you read by the qualifications of the
author. Be it reloading, hunting advice or pistolsmithing, if the writer implies they
have the “experience” perhaps it’s best to be sure, before you treat it as anything
other than “entertainment.”  

But that’s just how I think, and who knows, I might be wrong.

U
nder the “family that hunts together stays
together” department, I offer my own. In
a shameless case of simply wanting to

see my family in the pages of Handgunner,
take note of the smiling faces herein. The deer
Ms. Suzi has was taken with one shot last year.
The nice 9-point Texas whitetail we are all
posed around was taken by daughter Madison
on Christmas Eve and the other is dear-old-Dad
with an antelope in Wyoming, taken with a
Thompson Center in 7x30 Waters. 

I’m here to tell you, I speak from
personal experience when I say if you
take your family hunting, it promotes a
kind of comradarie and plain-old-
togetherness that not many other
things can manage. If you don’t have
the time or inclination to go hunting,
at least take them shooting. So just do
it, will you?

Homeland Security To
Allow Pilots With Guns

Family outings ... sure
beats Disneyland!
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A
recent factory tour and visit with S&W historian Roy
Jinks revealed some interesting things. Most impor-
tantly, I got to handle a genuine S&W flush valve . After
handling it I could

see how Smith got the idea
for their first big-bore
handgun. It pointed very
naturally ...

The big news is S&W has
indeed introduced a really
big bore boomer. Called the
Model 500 .500 S&W
Magnum, the new five-
shooter is built on a new “X”
frame and is a giant among
handguns. Smith built the
cartridge first (working with Cor-Bon) and came up with a .50
caliber case that looks like you could have your morning cofffe in
it. Throwing a 275 gr. Barnes X at 1,665 fps, a 400 Gr. Hawk SP
at 1,675 and a 440 Hard Cast bullet at 1,625 fps, you can see this
.50 is big medicine.

After they built the cartridge, Smith used a fancy machine to
design a revolver  cylinder around the cartridge and then a big,
hunking revolver around the cylinder. 

It’s got a K-frame grip,ball-detent front lock-up, inter-
changeable front sights, four-screw sideplate and is drilled and
tapped for a scope. With the compensator and 83⁄8" barrel, it
weighs in at a hefty 72.5 ounces. It’s handsome and, especially

with the “light” load, a
real pleasure to shoot.
Being a semi-wimp when
it comes to the big
bruisers, I touched-off the
440 cast load with both
eyes shut and my teeth
gritted. Other than a really
big boom and a sharp but
controllable roll-back,
nothing was amiss. 

The S&W 1911 is for

T
his, from former President Jimmy
Carter’s Nobel Peace prize accep-
tance speech, Oslo, Norway,

December 12, 2002: 
“There is a plethora of civil wars,

unrestrained by rules of the Geneva Con-
vention, within which an overwhelming
portion of the casualties are unarmed
civilians who have no ability to defend
themselves. And recent appalling acts of
terrorism have reminded us that no
nations, even superpowers, are invulner-
able.”  Thank you Mr. Carter for putting
into words what we’ve been trying to
explain to you and your ilk all these
many years. Gads ... will they ever learn?

P
roof that no matter how
high-tech we get, an old
fashioned piece of leather

with a Browning Hi-Power nestled
inside can still be comforting. Here,
Russ Rybka (son of leathermaker
Thad Rybka) and helicoptor pilot
for the good guys, proves it. We’re
inclinded to believe when Thad
made that shoulder rig he put
some extra care and attention into
it. Wouldn’t you? Go get ‘em Russ.

S&W Goodies

real and we saw it. The
basic components are built in

the factory and then assembled by
the Performance Center. 

For those of you who enjoy self-flagella-
tion, the “under 27 ounces” of the new scan-

dium-framed Model 329 should cause you no-end of pleasure.
It’s basically a Model 29 .44 Magnum in “space gun” guise.
With titanium cylinder, this puppy almost floats out of your
hand. When you touch it off though, it gets your attention. I
have to admit, it’s the first time firing a handgun actually hurt
so much I didn’t want to do it again. It’s awfully good looking
and with the right loads and grip it will be dandy.

They’ve also got a nifty single stack auto in .40 called the
Model 4040 PD and, you big bore pocket-gun types, will love
the 625 Ultra Carry (a six-shot, .45 ACP L-frame) with fixed
sights. Look for detailed reviews on all of these in up-coming
issues.  There’s all this and more great fun ahead. 

Also, all success to new President of Smith & Wesson
Corp., Roy Cuny. He seems like a regular guy and will con-
tinue to push S&W forward. Bob Scott, who basically single-
handedly turned the ship at Smith before it crashed onto the
rocks, assumes Charimanship of Smith &
Wesson Corporation. 

“Unarmed 
Civilians”
Duuuh ...

Chainguns
and Real
Leather
Holsters

*

625 Ultra Carry,
.45 ACP.

.69 cal. Flush Valve.

Model 500 .500 S&W Magnum.
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Roy Huntington

THE
INSIDER

On Credibility

T
ake a moment and walk the
conceptual dog with me here.
We often get readers who
write or phone and tell us —

often with great vigor — how they rely
on Handgunner for real-world informa-
tion, training, news and, as one reader
told me: “For the kinds of things that
may save my life someday.” That was a
sobering call and when I hung up, I had
a good, hard think.

Throughout my life, I’ve usually
looked at consumer gun magazines as
entertainment. A way to spend a relaxing
hour or two enjoying one of many inter-
ests I have. I’ve learned about history,
engineering, reloading, carry methods,
hunting, target shooting, competition
and more. I’ve enjoyed good fiction by
Skeeter Skelton, marveled at Elmer’s
exploits and confess I’ve learned more
than I can recall about our avocation.
Yet, I’ve always taken what I’ve read
with a grain of salt. For a reason.

During my 20-odd years as a cop, I
was subjected to a wide-regimen of
training about how to survive in the real
world. Most of that training was con-
ducted by people who lived it, who actu-
ally “walked the walk” as it were. These
were — on the whole — not arm-chair
warriors, but people who had stared
down a gun barrel in a dark alley or had
fought for their lives in a gutter. Which
may have made me a doubting-Thomas
when it came to the popular press.  After
all, who were these people who touted
their expertise on those glossy pages?
Let’s just say it: Many were — and are
— merely self-proclaimed experts with
little or no real-world experience in the
field they often write about. Hard words?
You bet. But the truth nevertheless —
and you, and I, know it to be the case. 

All of which made me sit and re-
evaluate our role here at Handgunner.
When I took over as editor one of the
first things I did was make a commit-

ment to put out the finest
magazine of its type. Period.
While the Ichiro Nagata photos are
an integral part of the package, the
meat of the matter are the
thoughts and opinions of our
writers. As such, I constantly
evaluate what comes over my
desk for relevance, intent,
applicability in the real
world and, above all, honesty. 

Part of that equation is credibility. In
light of the fact many (most?) of our
readers rely upon Handgunner for informa-
tion they apply in the real-world — often
in potentially serious situations — it seems
we are more than a simple, but enjoyable,
way to pass the time while looking at
pretty pictures. Many people look to Hand-
gunner for the kind of experienced writing
they can trust. Often, that trust goes much
farther than simply whether or not they
should buy a certain new accessory. It
extends to tips and training ideas that just
really might save their lives one day.

And that is, indeed, a sobering
thought. And a serious responsibility to
carry on our shoulders.

As such, aside from the fact Hand-
gunner will always be a “fun” read, with
the humor and irreverence we’re known
for, when the cards turn serious, you will
be able to rely on us for the facts, as well
as we can ferret them out. And in that
spirit, our list of contributing writers will
continue to change and adapt to meet the
demands. Times change, and to fail to
adapt is tantamount to a crime — and
assurance of a slow, stagnant death.

In today’s world, Charles Askins
would probably have been arrested and
tried for many of his exploits, and while
his stories may be cause for wonderment
at times, they simply aren’t relevant
today. Police work is done differently.
Much differently. We can learn from
many of the old timers but have to keep
our collective feet firmly planted in

today’s world. The “Old Backshooter,”
Askins, is probably turning over in his
grave at the thought of “girls” as cops,
and would marvel at the fact we don’t
simply “shoot the jazbo’s” as he used to
say (although I agree it seems at times his
ideas may have merit). But that’s pre-
cisely why we can enjoy the old school
— but not unfailingly adhere to it. Yet,
much of what we read today simply is not
true in the real world ... of today.

Handgunner will continue to evaluate
trends, training and equipment and make
our “best-guess” as to what works and
what doesn’t. We’ll rely on a staff of
writers who we will insist have real-
world credibility. There is already a rule
in effect at Handgunner: “If you don’t
really know about it, don’t write about
it.” And I’m downright nasty about it.
We’ll continue to hone, polish and
improve in this department constantly. 

Perhaps the most important point here is
the fact training doesn’t imply competence.
A police recruit who successfully com-
pletes a 600 hour academy is not a compe-
tent police officer. He’s merely someone
who has been subjected to 600 hours of
training without shooting himself in the
foot. His competency will be determined
when he puts his training to work on the
mean streets. If he succeeds, after time, he
earns the right to teach others as to what
works — and what doesn’t — in that
unforgiving real world. Until then, he is
simply someone who has spent the time

Continued on page 128
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