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I would like to respectfully disagree
with Clint Smith’s recent column
(Jan/Feb) on the subject of Point
Shooting. I’m a 25 year veteran officer
and training officer for my department,
and have long experience with handguns,
both professionally and personally. As a
firearms instructor I have recently incor-
porated the concept of point shooting into

our training. I believe in the stress of an
armed encounter, fine motor skills are
lost, and getting a sight picture is a fine
motor skill. I teach my officers that as
long as their view of their weapon is
smaller then the target, they can hit it by
keeping both eyes open and the weapon
inside of the target. 

I took a spare department Sig P-220
and knocked the sights off, gave this
weapon to a random officer, and had him
shoot the standard qualification course
out to seven yards. I told him to keep
both eyes open, point the weapon and
have “faith.” He kept a tight group,
center mass, and I invited other shooters
to view this. I want them to get away
from the idea they are there to shoot the
X-Ring — they are there to learn to sur-
vive and prevail. There’s no question that
outside seven yards I tell them to aim. I

also tell them they should have their
shotgun out. Clint is wrong, but that is
OK. I just don’t want a viable training
method to be discredited. 

Sgt. Bruce R. Smith
Via e-mail

Clint Responds: I cannot argue with your
perceptions. Training only approximately
900-plus people a year for the last 20
years — ranging from SWAT to Sam and
Suzi homemaker — I’ve reached some
conclusions. People will rise to the level
of the instruction they receive. As a
teacher, I often contemplate that — with
the techniques I teach — the only things
I’m betting are my student’s lives. Taking
into consideration proximity of the threat
and weapon retention problems, make
mine sights — Respectfully, Clint Smith

SPEAKOUT
YOUR FORUM 
TO PONTIFICATE,
PONDER AND
PROBE

JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Continued on page 12

        









Fluff And Nonsense
Per the article by Ayoob (“Cop Talk”)

in the Nov/Dec issue, regarding the
inability of an individual to shoot a large
frame Smith and Wesson pistol — this is
utter nonsense! LAPD’s Metropolitan
Division has roughly two hundred and
eighty men and women who all carry the
large-frame S&W in .45 caliber. They
train, carry and shoot them in real world
shootings with unparalleled success. Tell
the author to get real and leave the fluff to
dime romance novelists. 

Scott Reitz
Via e-mail

Light ‘Em Up
In the Jan/Feb issue, Clint Smith made

some good points in his article “Techno-
logical Taffy.” One of them raises some
questions in my mind that I’ve never seen
addressed. Clint, like some other experts
I’ve read, is against compensated
weapons for self-defense because of the
hot gasses they vent when fired. My ques-
tions are how do those gasses compare to
the gasses discharged to the side, from
the front of the cylinder, when a revolver
is fired? What happens if you fire a
revolver next to your body in a weapon-
retention situation? Does this mean a
revolver should not be considered a suit-
able self-defense weapon? Someday, I
would really like to see an article
addressing these concerns. (Hint, hint!)

In the meantime, I’ll continue to look
forward to each issue of American Hand-
gunner. Please keep up the good work
and remember that someone out there
reads every word. 

Ed Ross
Via e-mail

Ed, your wish is our command. Clint is
currently running some tests and the results
will be published in Handgunner. Editor

How’s That Again?
How refreshing to read the critical

comments from Alex Hamilton about the
Colt Gold Cup. Most gun magazine
writers never met a gun they didn’t like.

Jack Dapra
Via e-mail

Red Oregonians
My family and I live in Oregon. Only

the Multnomah Co. and Lane Co. metro
areas voted Blue. The entire rest of the
State voted “Red.” Believe me when I say
here in Oregon we are definitely “Red” and
are tired of the Peoples Republic of Port-
land and Eugene (the liberal stronghold
cities) giving folks the impression we’re a
bunch of liberal, democratic, anti-right,
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Chappaquidick bridge-jumper supporters. 
We believe in hunting, shooting,

fishing, boating, and the U.S. Constitution,
and the working persons’ way of life here.
So, only two counties out of the entire state
went for Gore — the sensible citizens went
for Bush. We are proud George W. is our
president and do everything we can to sup-
port him and the rest of “Red America.” So
please, when you’re drawing lines in the
sand, know that the majority of folks in the
entire country supported “Red.”

Mike W.
Via e-mail

And I think most of ‘em read Handgunner
based upon the e-mail and letters I
received reminding me we have friends
all over. Editor

Bullshit Snobbery?
Instead of printing petty divisive

rhetorical bullshit snobbery, such as was
on the Insider page of the Jan/Feb issue,
why don’t you use the space to increase
the understanding of those All-American
Bush Supporters who have forgotten the
US Constitution?

Rudolf Charles Lohmeyer
Winter Park, FL

Rudy, being the snobby, petty, rhetorical
bullshitter I am, it only seems natural
that’s how I’d write, eh? Editor

Men Of Few Words Dpt.
You publish the best handgun maga-

zine in the industry — and I read them all.
David Barlin

Via e-mail

Great Magazine! I enjoy it all the way
to the staples!

Miguel Gonzalez
Via e-mail

I love the magazine. Nothing else even
comes close to it. 

Mark Caswell
Via e-mail

Thanks guys! Editor

A Bullseye
Just wanted to tell you your Insider

column on Red America, Jan/Feb, hit a
nerve and I’ve shamelessly copied it
without your permission and passed it out
to anyone who will hold still long enough
for me to force one onto them. While I
understand you generalized some, the
thrust of the editorial is right on the money.
I hope this strikes a chord and helps to
motivate all those “silent majority” types to
keep voting. Speaking of which, I’m still
celebrating the last elections! Thanks for a
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technology is the
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Available for all long guns and
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premium construction with gas filled
tubes, multicoated optics, milled air-
craft aluminum and steel construction.
Our elite line is warrantied for Life!
Designed to handle the recoil of mag-
num revolvers and automatic weapons
fire, ADCO sites have proven themselves
in combat!  Available in bead-
blast silver for hunting and com-
petition shooters. See our on-line
catalog or your ADCO Dealer!!
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great magazine and a great new look.
Please make it a monthly?

Jess Albertson
Red American

Via e-mail

Clint Kudos
Now more than ever I look forward to

reading your magazine with the addition
of Mr. Clint Smith’s column. Clint is
someone we can all learn from in the self-
defense realm. I’ve been reading your
magazine since 1980, and it just gets
better as the years go by.

Steven P. Fishman
Via e-mail

Advertisers Vs. Readers
In response to the “Speak Out” Night-

mare in Royal Palm Beach, Jan/Feb issue:
The newsstand price of Handgunner is
$4.95 — imagine the price if there were
no paying advertisers. Does $499.95
sound too high to avoid ads? I depend on
the ads for product comparison and infor-
mation on new products. I’d hate to have
to learn about them on the streets.

Pete Cernak
Via e-mail

To those who complain of too many
advertisements in your magazine, perhaps
they don’t realize that without those adver-
tisements the newsstand price would be
$504.95. Without advertising, radio, televi-
sion, newspapers and magazines would be
so expensive virtually no one could afford
them. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
it’s the advertisers who pay for our media. 

Also, if the Nov/Dec issue was your
worst-ever issue — as one letter writer
complains — I’m glad I renewed my sub-
scription. If that was a bad one, I can’t
imagine what’s to come!

Ken Valentine
Upland, CO.

When 144 = 122
I want a recount! Seems like my first

issue of 2003 is missing over twenty
pages at the end. I kept looking and
looking for page 144 to read the rest of
Huntington’s Insider column, but couldn’t
find it. I always enjoy your publication —
from cover to cover — but you must have
gotten a few Florida vote-counters on
your staff to make that mistake! 

As to the rest of the issue, my hat’s off
to the LAPD SWAT for selecting the
Kimber Custom II .45 for their issue side-
arm. I think one of the problems plaguing
many PDs across the nation is choosing a
small caliber side-arm. I believe it was
none other than your own Clint Smith
who, when asked as to why he preferred
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the .45 ACP, said that “They make bigger
holes, and bigger holes leak more fluid.”

T. Jones
Via e-mail

I have been offered many things to con-
tinue a magazine subscription. Watches that
glow and play music underwater, phones
shaped like every piece of sports equipment
imaginable, even fleece pullovers that have
giant advertisements stitched into them; but
your technique of leaving the end of the
article off and sending me to a page that
doesn’t exist (Red America, pg. 122 of the
Jan/Feb issue) is the best hook I’ve ever
seen! Ok, ok, you win — I’ll re-up if you
print the remainder of that article in the
Mar/April issue.

Mark Caswell
Via e-mail

Mark, it seems you’re onto us. Our nefar-
ious subscription renewal ploy seems to
have been too transparent for our tacti-
cally-minded readers. Drats. Keep your
eyes open for our next attempt — it may
be even more dastardly! By the way, go to
page 120 (above the Glock picture) to
finish my column. Now the secret’s out of
the bag. Editor

Even Priests Like Us
The article, “Personal Artifacts”

(Sept/Oct 2002) by Roy Huntington, with
photos by Ichiro Nagata represents the best
of superb writing and classy photos that the
magazine art can produce. Nagata’s photos
and Huntington’s writing were as elegant
as the Bowen Custom handguns that were
displayed. My highest compliments to you
all, and I always enjoy Ayoob’s articles.

Rev. Edward Berry Hanson
Conyers, GA

We’d like to take credit, but when you
work with something as scrumptious as
Bowen’s guns you can’t hardly go wrong.
We appreciate your kind words. Editor

A Good Cause
Just wanted to thank you (and everyone

else at American Handgunner) for featuring
our World Trade Center Fund Raising
Knife. Our phone has been ringing non-
stop and your inclusion of the project in the
magazine is greatly helping its success.

My hat is off to you and we send
our thanks from everything working
here at Spyderco.

Joyce Laituri
Spyderco 

Via e-mail.

Colt Vs. AWA
I can’t believe Colt can’t see the forest

for the trees. They are their own enemy.

Continued on page 110
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the back by the solid cast-iron frame with
a fit that’s so close you can’t even slide a
piece of paper between the turret and
frame. My concerns were dashed onto the
rocks for I full-length sized some of the
Ultra magnum cases without incident, and
then tried forming a couple of cases since I
was feeling daring. No sweat.

The primer seating and catching
arrangement comes from the big Ultramag
and is some pretty smart engineering, as
engineering goes. Any time you do high
volume loading the spent primers can be a
problem. Some catchers overflow if you
don’t empty them often and some would
rather put the primers on the floor. The T-
7’s ram is hollow so the spent primer falls
straight down and into a tube that serves
as a catcher. A better arrangement —
when you’re loading a bunch — is to take
the plug out of the tube and direct the
primers into a trash can. The primer seater
is also borrowed from the Ultramag and is
one of the best press-mounted priming
arrangements there is.

The priming arm is mounted to a pivot
point on the press and is not spring-loaded
in any way. There’s a slot in the ram where
the priming arm rides. On the up-stroke the

primer cup is cammed out for
you to insert a primer and on the
down stroke the arm drops into
the slot and allows the primer to
be seated straight down. This is a
very precise arrangement so
there’s little or no chance for the
primer to end up mis-aligned.
And the best part of all, there is a
very good sense of “feel” as the
primer is seated.

HANDLOADING
Charles E. Petty

SAGE ADVICE
FROM THE
HANDLOADING
GURU

T
he purchase of a loading press can be a difficult exercise, prone to
adding grey hairs. There are lots of choices and since the purchase
of a press is almost always a lifetime investment we want to get it

right the first time. And even an experienced reloader may need something
new if his needs change.

For someone who wants to load a variety of cartridges, the backbone of
any arrangement is a single-stage press. Almost any cartridge we might wish
to load can be done on this simplest of tools. The exception might be major
forming or swaging operations or loading super-large stuff like the .50 BMG.
At the other end of the spectrum we’ll find an assortment of progressive
loading tools with ever increasing sophistication and capacity.

There is another option we hardly ever hear about. That’s the turret press.
At the age of 16 my very first loading tool was a Lyman True Line Jr.,
which was a small turret press. The advantage was that since all I loaded
was .38 Special I just had to turn the turret to the proper die. There was no
need for adjustment.

TRY A TURRET

20 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MARCH/APRIL 2003

Redding’s T-7 on the right. Charley’s
fatithful old Model 25 on the left.
Redding’s T-7 on the right. Charley’s
fatithful old Model 25 on the left.

R
edding’s new press removes most
of the concerns voiced about turret
presses and is suitable for all but
the very most strenuous loading

jobs. I have used it with great success
with but one reservation. It is difficult to
turn the turret. This is both good and bad.
Obviously we do not want a turret that
can move about during loading but we
still want to be able to turn it with rela-
tive ease. Even using the dies for
leverage the turret is difficult to move
and would benefit greatly from a small
handle. One isn’t there because if their
new primer feed mechanism is installed it
would interfere. I’d really like
to see a removable handle.

For more information contact: Redding
Reloading Equipment, 1089 Starr Rd.,
Cortland, NY 13045; (607) 753-3331;
www.redding-reloading.com

Handy But
Handle-less

Updating An
Old Friend

T urret presses have been around a
long time. Redding, Lyman and
Lee have had them for years and
recently RCBS added one to their

line. Now Redding brings us an update of
their Model 25 turret press. This one is
called the T-7 because it can hold seven
different dies. And this is where the
beauty of turret presses shine through.
You can install several sets of dies that
are most commonly used and save some
time and also avoid the inevitable small
changes that creep in when we repeatedly
screw them in and out.

The T-7 is a massive critter that shows
a distinct connection to Redding’s
Ultramag with a 1" diameter ram, com-
pound linkage and clever primer catcher.
I’ve always been a little reluctant to do
real heavy work on a turret press for fear
that the turret might move around under
heavy pressure from something like case
forming. The T-7’s turret is supported at

*

                  





COPTALK
Massad Ayoob

A
t the Gun Rights Policy Conference of 2002, sponsored
recently in Phoenix by the Second Amendment Founda-
tion and the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and
Bear Arms, one topic was how the War on Terror is

affecting American law enforcement. The two panelists selected
to discuss it were Federal agent Ken Blanchard and I.

Local law enforcement is far from helpless in fighting ter-
rorists. Remember that “home-grown terrorist” Timothy
McVeigh was arrested by an Oklahoma State Trooper shortly
after the bombing of the Murrah Building. The terrorists know
that street cops on the ground in America are a deadly enemy
to them, and they’re preparing to take them out. One captured
Taliban training tape depicts them murdering cops during a
routine traffic stop. As the officer approaches their car from the
rear, the driver sounds his horn and the trunk and back doors
spring open, with terrorists popping out firing fully automatic
weapons. In the film, one runs up to the “downed officer” and
finishes him off with a coup de grace to the head. The training

T
he threat is from radical
Islamist groups. We’ve seen
their strategies in other coun-

tries, particularly Israel: Suicide bomb-
ings. Mass murders of the innocent with
full auto assault rifles. We’ve also seen
how to counter these threats.

Israel encourages concealed-carry of
handguns in public by private citizens. In
the last year, we’ve seen a significant
increase in the number of attempted mass
shootings in Israel that have been stopped
by either armed citizens or plainclothes
police/security personnel. A terrorist with
an assault weapon opens-up on passen-
gers at a bus stop. A passing Israeli cit-
izen draws his 9mm pistol and cuts him
down. The first responding security pro-
fessional finishes the job with a few well-
placed shots from his own M16.

A radical Islamist gunman opens
fire in a school, shooting a few help-
less students. Before the attack can
turn into a massacre, a civilian volun-
teer draws his concealed pistol and
shoots the terrorist dead. Since the

Off Duty Carry In 
The Time Of Terrorism

Learning
From the
Past
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Maalot massacre of the 1970s, Israel
has armed and trained selected school-
teachers and volunteer parents and
grandparents who provide discreet
armed security. The system works.

In a crowded public place, a terrorist
attempts to detonate the “suicide bomb”
package strapped to his body, but 9mm
pistol fire kills him before he can trigger
the device. American newspapers will
report that he was shot by "security"
personnel. In fact, the mass murder was
been prevented by a nice Israeli lady, an
ordinary wife and mother, who hap-
pened to have both an alert eye and a
concealed semiautomatic pistol.

Professor Grossman warns that
Islamist hate groups hold particular rancor
over the mass shooting in a Hebron
mosque several years ago by a deranged
Israeli with a government-issue M16, and
fervently seek payback with mass slaugh-
ters in Jewish synagogues and Christian
churches. Only a matter of weeks after
9/11, just such a church massacre took
place in Pakistan. Less than two weeks
after the first anniversary of 9/11, seven
Christian charity workers were murdered
execution style in that country by Moslem
fanatics. A growing number of houses of
worship in the United States are quietly
encouraging the off-duty cops — and
licensed civilian pistol-packers — of their
congregations to carry their weapons to
services for security.

OPINION AND
FACTS FROM
THE MEAN
STREETS

film is set on a
four-lane
highway. There
are not a lot of
four-lane high-
ways in
Afghanistan. It’s obvious this training prepared the terrorists
for action in heartland America.

Holstermakers like Lou Alessi have been quoted as noting a
significant increase in off-duty concealment holsters since
9/11/01. Authorities such as David Grossman, West Point lec-
turer and author of “On Killing,” have called for our police to be
more vigilant and more heavily armed off duty. The cops are lis-
tening. Personally, I’m seeing more cops “carrying” off duty
who didn’t before. I’m also seeing more guys who used to wear
a little .380 or .38 snub on their own time go to bigger guns with
more power and more rounds. These same officers tend to be
carrying more spare ammo, too.

A 
Good 
Idea

Anyway
W ithin days of the Christian charity

workers’ murders, five innocent
victims were executed in heart-
land America during a Nebraska

bank robbery. The suspects, when
arrested, proved to be ordinary scumbags
instead of terrorist scumbags. This made
little difference to their victims. Terror is
terror, death is death, and saved lives are
saved lives. An off-duty cop prepared to
engage four terrorists is equally well pre-
pared to engage four murderous armed
robbers. Carrying a full-size weapon and
plenty of ammunition is always a good
idea, even on your own time.

The Israelis, who have already experi-
enced America’s future in these matters,
agree. The most popular carry gun there,
for off duty cops and armed citizens
alike, is the 9mm auto with double stack
magazines. The Beretta, Browning P-35,
Glock, and Jericho — the latter a home-
grown clone of the CZ75 — are
all in wide use. *
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REALITYCHECK
Clint Smith

FIRST-PERSON
THOUGHTS ON 
SURVIVING IN 
THE REAL WORLD

Technique, Environment
and Marksmanship 

T
here is a continuing controversy over which shooting
technique is best. It is, in fact, a moot point. Applica-
tion of various correct techniques could exist for the
trained, the untrained, for law enforcement officers,

and even lawfully-armed civilians.  What is, in fact, the best
technique? Based on whose opinion? And, what is their
opinion based upon? 

As an example, the Harries flashlight technique is good,
except on hard right corners. A Weaver-like stance is good —
until maybe you apply it while shooting prone under a vehicle.
Almost all range techniques work perfect until they are applied
in a fight.  Both Weaver and Isosceles are excellent, until you
add body armor, gas masks, moving targets, low light and
incoming fire. Survival is not based solely on technique. Sur-
vivability may hinge on the use of the correct technique appro-
priate to the environment you are fighting in. 

Oh, and yes, marksmanship is always valuable.

N early every Monday morning we start a new class here at
Thunder Ranch. With that start, there is almost always a
first-timer at the Ranch who has attended no-small
number of courses at other schools. We kindly refer to

these new first-timers as “gun camp junkies.” All is usually well
until we go to the range and the staff and I are exposed to the
newest in “gunfightin’” techniques. 

In a recent class, several of the junkies demonstrated “the
pistol rolled sideways muzzle tucked into their groin technique.”
It’s got a name but we won’t honor it here. In this position, the
muzzle points at their crotch and feet, and I was pointedly
advised the “gun at my crotch thing” was used by SWAT-type
guys. This technique, it seems, was for working around each
other and when doing cross over and button-hook door entries
and such. After pointing out the shortcomings of pointing the
muzzle at the tool of their ability to reproduce life, we proceeded
— and were met with yet more surprises. 

Next, our new friends showed us the “bodyguard with
their back to the bad man” technique. The response was to
draw, bend over at the waist and shoot the pistol upside
down. After the initial first round response, a stand-up swivel
at the waist and shoot over the shoulder shot was delivered.
This was followed by a gyration and a jump to the left, shoot,
jump to the right, shoot, and then dart to kneeling and shoot.
Slightly stunned I asked what this whirling dervish dance was
about? I was promptly
told the jumping bean
thing was to be used to
“protect principles and
make the bodyguard hard
to hit by incoming fire.”
Uh, huh.

They asked me what I
thought about it all and I
asked them what their
true, everyday professions
were. “Banking and com-
puters” were the chirped
replies. Hum, I was
slightly confused. Without
drawing a breath their
next statement was
approximately: “This stuff
is really cool, you know,
all the jumping running
and gunning.” Duly noted. 

But here’s a thought:
Why not simply quit
your dance, turn around
— and shoot the cause of
the problem? 

T
here are no mystics and no magic — and no shortcuts. But
Americans like magic, just look at Las Vegas. With some
regularity, training magicians come to live here in the land

of the free, generally from a homeland where private firearms
ownership is not even allowed. Many of these self-proclaimed

wizards-of-wonder poof some lateral-
axis-centerline-dynamic-multi-func-
tional-handgun-technique on us and we
belly-up to the bar. 

You gotta’ love us. We Americans
are renowned for our great, national
sense of humor, but our work ethic in
some areas is sometimes questionable.
Honestly? For most of us, all the scien-
tific studies and Zen of shooting should
be replaced with a little hard work, a
case of ball ammo and applied funda-
mentals. Ask yourself a question:
“How many of you get to shoot as
much as you like?”

In the little time — and with the little
ammunition available to you — wouldn’t
it make sense to practice the undeniable
fundamentals of marksmanship? So, let’s
not be stupid. Why not consider, instead,
the option of working hard with our min-
imal time and ammunition to develop
good fundamental skills?

And, if the time comes — heaven
forbid — quit dickin’ around
and just shoot the guy.

Mystics And Magic  

*

Stop! In 
the name 
of love,
before you
break my...

doin’ the 
training macarena
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COMBATSHOOTING
Dave Anderson

SOLID ADVICE
TO KEEP YOUR
COMPETITIVE
EDGE HONED

O
ld J.B. (John Browning for
those of you who are unsophis-
ticated, new readers to Hand-
gunner) did a real service for

future generations of gunsmiths when
he designed the sights for the Colt 1911
automatic. The original sights were
simple, strong and cheap — and they
were also small, difficult to align
quickly and virtually impossible to
adjust. The revised 1911-A1 pistol had
sights only marginally better. From the
early days of bullseye competition, fit-
ting 1911s with better sights has been a
thriving business. Just think about it: If
J.B. had put a decent set of sights on the
old war horse, what famous sight
makers wouldn’t be here today? A twist
of fate and a new industry is born.
Maybe Browning was smarter than we
think on this one? He left a little some-
thing else for us to fuss with.

As the years progressed, practical
pistol competition demonstrated the need
for sights that were strong, highly visible
and easy to pick-up at speed. Gunsmiths
designed sights to meet the demand, both
fixed and adjustable and few have
achieved the success of the fixed sight
designed by Wayne Novak.

Novak’s® sight provides an excellent
sight picture. Properly low-mounted in
the slide, it’s very strong and resistant to
the knocks and jolts a service pistol
sometimes has to endure. Installation is a
fairly straightforward process, and the
smooth, streamlined design resists snag-
ging on clothes and is easy on the hands
in malfunction clearance drills.

Finally, it has pleasing lines and when
installed presents a handsome, finished
appearance. It’s not surprising that by
2002, more than a million Novak sights
had been manufactured. In addition, there
have been some very similar designs,
changed just enough to avoid infringing
on Novak’s patent, and some foreign
imports that are blatant copies.

I’ve called it a fixed sight, but it
would be more accurate to call it semi-
fixed. It can be adjusted for deflection by
moving the sight left or right. Elevation,
however, is adjusted by filing down the
front sight or fitting a higher one.

Itsey-Bitsey,
Teeny-Weeny

AN ELEVATING
EXPERIENCE

Adjustable sight leaf is protected
against bumps and knocks by the
solid steel of the sight body.

Adjustable sight leaf is protected
against bumps and knocks by the
solid steel of the sight body.

W
ayne Novak has designed a
new version of his famous
sight that adjusts for elevation
as well as deflection. The

example illustrated here is fitted on a
Colt Series 80 .45 ACP. Novak also
fitted a new front sight, neatly and
expertly dovetailed into the slide. Front
and rear sights are both fitted with
optional tritium night sight inserts.

Like the original the new sights adjust
for deflection by drifting the in its dove-
tail cut. A hex-head screw then locks it
against unintended movement. Elevation
is changed by a large, click-adjustable
slotted screw. Each click moves point of
impact about one-quarter inch at 25 yards.

Out of the box, the Colt printed 200
grain Black Hills semi-wadcutters three
inches high at 25 yards. I turned the
adjustment screw clockwise twelve
clicks, and the next group was centered
right at point of aim. The new sight
retains the fine features of the original
— a handsome appearance and non-
snagging qualities, and the same high
standards of workmanship.

Sights on duty guns worn in open hol-
sters are especially susceptible to bumps
with door frames, automobile doors and
steering wheels. With many adjustable
sights the sight blade — the part that
actually moves — is exposed and vulner-
able to damage. The “adjusting” portion
of the Novak sight fits a recess in the
solid steel of the sight body, protected
against the slings and arrows of outra-
geous misfortune. The design makes the
adjustable version virtually as strong and

durable as a fixed sight.
The choice of fixed or adjustable

sights is a matter of compromise. Fixed
sights are simple and tough, since there is
little that can go wrong. Once sighted in
they are unlikely to go out of adjustment.
The disadvantage is they are more diffi-
cult to regulate and they commit the
shooter to a specific load.

Adjustable sights are easier and faster
to regulate. For me the biggest advantage
is they can be quickly adjusted to hit
center with different bullet weights and
velocities. The disadvantage has been the
perception — and sometimes the reality
—they’re more vulnerable to damage.
Those days are officially over now.

The new Novak model combines the
flexibility of adjustable sights and the
toughness of fixed sights better than any
I’ve ever seen. Yup, that’s what I said.
These are the toughest ones out there.
Period. Currently they are available for
1911-style pistols. Slides fitted with
Novak fixed sights can be adapted to the
adjustable version with one additional cut. 

Novak’s Extreme Duty® adjustable
sight currently retails at $69.95 in plain
black or white dot versions,
$99.95 with tritium dots or bars.

For more information write
Novak’s® Inc., Dept. AH, 1206 1/2
30th St., P.O. Box 4045, Parkers-

burg, WV 26101; (304)485-9295;
e-mail novak@novaksights.com;
www.novaksights.com

*

Adjustable 
or fixed? 

The profile’s 
the same.
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THE 10-RING
Commander Gilmore

STUPID
CROOKS AND
BUNGLING 
BANDITS

O
fficer Lim Kim Soth of the
Cambodian National Police
swears the shot was accidental,
but his “ten-ring” hit got him a

huge reward, and his unintended preci-
sion has become the gold standard for
his comrades.

Kim was foot-patrolling the area
around Angkor Wat, the 9th-to-13th
century temple that is his country’s
biggest tourist (and hard currency)
attraction, when he saw two men “relic-
poaching” — searching for antiquities
with a metal detector. Kim gave chase,
and as they ran into the forest, he flang
a couple of rounds after ’em, mostly
just to hurry them on their way. To his
shock, one of the poachers dropped like
a box a’ rocks, grabbed his groin, and
commenced his rendition of an air-raid
siren. One lucky or unlucky shot had
taken the guy’s testicles, as they say,
clean off. 

Kim’s first thought was that he was
probably going to get fired, and spend
the rest of his miserable life staring at the
south end of a northbound water buffalo
between sessions of picking off leeches.

A
ctually the speaker usually
refers to, “An’my daddy done
it an’ his daddy done it an’ his
daddy’s daddy done it too,”

when some doofus is explaining a
stupid family tradition, which we sus-
pect is the case here. Enter our non-
PhD candidate Chaddrick Dickson,
25, who was hospitalized in Monroe,
Louisiana, suffering from a bad case
of .22 caliber slug perforation. Oh, it
didn’t come outta no gun, he
explained. He was just a’beatin’ the
cartridge on the floor, trying to get the
gunpowder out for his dog, when the
dang thing went off an’ popped him. 

“And why,” deputies asked,
“Were you trying to get gunpowder
for your dog? What the heck does
your dog need gunpowder for?”
Chaddrick looked at ’em in disbelief
and explained, “Well, I mix it in his
food to make him mean.” Hey,
doesn’t everybody know about that?

Wonder What Kinda Silhouette
Targets They Use Now?  

And when Chea Sophat, the Siem Reap
regional cop-honcho blew into town,
Kim knew his goose was cooked and
cleaned. Not so, folks. The Top Cop
handed a thunderstruck Kim a cash
reward greater than his annual salary,
patted him on the po-po, and remarked as
to how he’d like to see more of that
kinda marksmanship. It seems the right
honorable Chea Sophat hates relic-
poachers with a deep and abiding pas-
sion, and he feels that while many men
will risk a little jail time for a ruby-eyed
golden Buddha, there ain’t no dude alive
who doesn’t fear having those other
kinda jewels torn off. He said this inci-
dent sent the perfect message to the relic-
poachers; something like, “You try steal
our jewels, we shoot yours off.”

And the message wasn’t lost on
Kim’s squadmates, either. They’re
working on their “jewel-shots,” and if
you’re planning on touring Angkor Wat,
we advise that you don’t even walk,
look, or breathe like you might light-
finger something. Man, more than a
year’s pay! That’s some serious
shooting  incentive.

IT’S A “MY DADDY
AN’ HIS DADDY”
KIND OF THING 

Continued on page 94
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TACTICALADVANTAGE
Ken Hackathorn

TIPS AND
TRAINING ON
TACTICS, GUNS
AND EQUIPMENT

N
ow, to the meat of the
issue — what kind of
handgun? I think it’s

quite simple when you con-
sider the great variety of skill
levels and interest in firearms
the vast array of pilots are
likely to have. I recommend
the Smith & Wesson Model
64, .38 Special revolver, in
3” heavy barrel form, with a
bobbed hammer that permits
only DA fire. The M64 is
chambered for .38 Spec. only
and, while many may think
the .357 Magnum M65 a
better choice, remember the
word “Magnum” would
cause a news media feeding
frenzy  — “Pilots to Tote
Magnums for Airway
Shootouts.” And, the public
would flinch and over-react
about as much as the average
pilot who fired one in the
confines of a cockpit would. 

In DA-only mode, there
is no concern or worry of someone
cocking the hammer and then having an
AD in the process of lowering the hammer
— bad news on an airplane. Forget about
the pilots or air crew walking around the
airport with a blaster strapped on their
hips. With the degree on insanity in cur-
rent airport security regulations, this

I
f you have ever sat in a flight
deck seat and considered the
ability to shoot back over your
shoulder toward the access

door, you may note that traditional
firing stances and techniques don’t
work well. (Sounds like an entirely
new series of arguments between
the Isosceles vs. Weaver crowd will
be made possible here. Editor).
Therefore, on each of these air-
craft-issue S&W M64 DAO
revolvers install a pair of Crimson
Trace laser grips. 

Remember, the distance is short
— as little as three feet to the door
— lighting conditions are normally
low, and shooting from such a
twisted position makes seeing the
sights difficult. Hence the Crimson
Trace laser grips. When the crew
comes aboard, they remove the M64
from the lock box, check to insure
it’s loaded, return it to the lock box
and check off the pre-flight check list
like so many other operations they
perform before each flight. It’s
simple and easy to put in place.
When there is an Air Marshall on
nearly every flight, this may not be
needed, but for far less money, the
armed cockpit makes far too
much sense to me.

would cause a real hassle.
The simple answer is to not
arm the pilots, but arm the
airplane.  In the flight deck
(what we used to call the
cockpit) the M64 would be
stored in a secure lock box
with a punch key code
access, three or four
number system. Only those
pilots or flight deck per-
sonnel who have been
trained and qualified would
have the code access that
could be changed every 90
days or so. 

The lock box would be
located so that both the
pilot and co-pilot have
easy access. The M64
would be loaded with a
high performance fran-
gible .38 Special cartridge
with a superbly lethal
design. I’m sure the ammo
boys could come up with
just the perfect bullet in

about one day. Note that penetration of
the fuselage causing decompression is a
fallacy created by Hollywood. But, if it
keeps the flying public feeling safe, give
the boys a wonder-round of frangible
design. Place a spare six rounds in a
Safariland Comp 3 speedloader in the
lock box for spare ammo needs.  

IsosoWeaver-
Laser Stance

*

ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY 

O
ne of the hot topics of the day is
whether airline pilots should be
armed on commercial flights.
Like so many topics related to

firearms, the attitudes are either very
warm — or extremely cold. Since I fly
often I have a feeling that arming pilots
simply makes sense. Considering the fact
if an airliner is taken over, and the pilot is no
longer in control of the aircraft, the US Government’s option is
to send up a couple of F-15s to blast the airliner from the sky.
Personally, I would prefer the pilot, co-pilot, or flight engineer
to have the ability to fix the problem with a handgun, versus a
Sidewinder up my ass. Or your ass. How would arming pilots
be best served? A simple, but complicated question.

First, pilots would undergo
annual training with the issue

handgun and be required to meet a
basic skill and safety standard. All air-

lines require the flight crew undergo
annual flight simulator training and qualifi-

cation. Four hours of handgun training would
not be difficult. There are excellent truck

trailer, indoor live-fire ranges that could travel to
any airport or airline training facility for this pur-

pose. Any flight deck personnel who do not wish to
be part of the program would not be required to take

part. These folks would get to consider the effects of a
Sidewinder missile and let’s just hope you and I aren’t aboard
when they get to consider that very fact.

When a .38 Equals 
a Sidewinder
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The same clean lines, the same flawless function,
and the same accurate performance – as all Beretta
92/96 Series pistols.The most tested and trusted 
personal defense weapons in history.

Reliable, easily maintained and easy to handle, the 92/96 
Series is the sidearm of choice for countless law
enforcement agencies and military units worldwide.

• Integral accessory rail. Accepts most popular light
and laser accessories.

• Vertical grip configuration with special thin, dual
texture, grip panels.This, together with the new
“short” trigger, provides excellent ergonomics that
are ideal for even small-handed shooters.

• Removable front sight.

See it at your Beretta dealer today!

For additional product information or to locate a
Beretta dealer near you, call 1.800.528.7453.

REVOLUTIONARY

92/96 VERTECNEW!

Beretta U.S.A. Corp., 17601 Beretta Dr.,Accokeek, MD 20607. For free product catalogs ($3 S&H) or for a free firearm 
lock ($4 S&H) call 1.800.528.7453. All Beretta pistols come with a cable lock to aid in safe storage.
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HANDGUNLEATHER
Cameron Hopkins

FROM CLASSICS 
TO CUTTING-EDGE 
IN CARRY METHODS

H
andmade articles of even the very
best quality  are never perfect. And
it’s precisely because handcrafted

items are minutely flawed that we prize
them so highly. After all, any CNC-con-
trolled, laser-guided mechanical dynamo
can make something perfectly. It takes a
human being to err.

Imperfect as we know we are, we
especially value the hand-fitted custom
gun or the hand-stitched leather holster
because we see the tiny goofs, the nearly
imperceptible errors.

The mistakes represent little pieces of
the maker’s heart, his own flawed soul,
handcut in each microscopically mis-

I f you want to see unbelievable
handcraftsmanship at its finest, look
at  Louis XIV furniture. Or, some-
thing a little closer to home than

Versailles, a Renegade SOB holster.
Handmade by master leathermaker Paul

Litwinow of Ironoak Leather Products, the
Renegade Small Of Back (SOB) holster
that we recently tested is a perfect example
of handmade handgun leather at its finest.

This hard-bitten Philadelphia holster-
maker operates a classic one-man-shop
specializing in extremely well-made and
practically designed carry rigs. Pancakes,
inside-the-pants, Yaqui slides, belt scab-
bards and crossdraws, Litwinow offers the
most popular concealed carry styles for all
suitable makes and models of handguns.

The holsters are hand-stitched using the
finest leather, horsehide, cowhide, shark-
skin and exotics like ostrich and stingray.
The edges are superbly buffed and dark
stained. Hand-carving and stamping are
available, along with matching belts, mag
pouches and a selection of color choices.

The Renegade SOB we tested was
hand-stained with what has to be the best
name for a color since Cobalt Blue  —
OxBlood Red. Tan, dark brown and black
are also options.

The hand-boned fit was custom made
for a Commander-sized pistol, nice and

(Excerpted from a letter written to
American Handgunner by Paul
Litwinow. Since it was almost poetic,
we felt it best to present it poetically …)

tight but still fast. We tested the holster
with a Les Baer Stinger and found the fit
was perfect.

We are not what you would call charter
members of the small-of-the-back fan
club, but we focused on the positive aspect
— the quality of construction, materials
and overall craftsmanship. In every aspect,
the Ironoak Leather holster is superb. The
leather is beautifully tanned and treated,
unmarred by scars or scratches. The
boning is sharp and distinctive and the
stitching is even and tight.

Delivery time from Litwinow is quoted
as 11 months, however, we have a hunch
that might increase a wee bit after this
article appears. The price of the Renegade
SOB is $79.99 in cowhide and $94.99
from the master holstermaker and
chief bottlewasher himself.

Ironoak Leather Products; (215) 548-
9177; www.ironoakholsters.com

I am a one-man shop.
I do not stock any products.
I accept customer input as to product design.
Forget it, if it doesn’t work for me.
I hand-stitch all my products except gunbelts.

I am a one-man shop.
I only use the finest leather.
I destroy all my botched products.
The Spectre IWB holster can be made in many ver-
sions, depending on the customer’s requirements.
Employees? Forget it.

I am a one-man shop.
Most of my customers don’t realize what they
are getting.
I can’t stop until I did my best.
Basically, I’m a perfectionist.
My best is always improving.
I just can’t help it.

I am a one-man shop.
I began making holsters when my wife joined
the Philadelphia Police Department.
I put a lot of detail into my holsters.
I send sketches to customers who want to know
what their handgun will look like in the holster.
I am a one-man shop.

Give The Man A Hand

ONE Is The 
Loneliest Number

*

aligned imperfection. And we know that a
man, not a machine, made them.

Handwork exhibits such magnificent
detail that we are often awestruck by the
years of apprenticeship necessary to
become a master craftsman. The skill of a
Tiffany jeweler fascinates us just as the
artistry of a custom gunsmith entrances.

Handguns have always been a good
example of utilitarian artistry. From an
ornately engraved 1860 Colt presented to
the Czar of Russia to Gen. Patton’s ivory-
stocked S&W, the gunsmith makes
everyday knock-about guns into useful
tools of handmade beauty. These are func-
tional — not purely decorative — works
of art; the products of custom pistolsmiths,
knifemakers, gunmakers and leather-
makers. Long may their kind prosper!

We call this the PETA Special:
a leather holster, stained in
OxBlood Red.

We call this the PETA Special:
a leather holster, stained in
OxBlood Red.

The
Chippendale
Holster

The stitching is all done by
hand, needle and thread, one
interlocking stitch at a time. 

The stitching is all done by
hand, needle and thread, one
interlocking stitch at a time. 

                    





TAFFINTESTS
John Taffin

THE SIXGUNNER
HIMSELF: GUNS,
GEAR AND MORE

I
t is an experience I’ll never forget. Sometime around 1957 I first fired a 4" Smith
& Wesson .44 Magnum with full house loads. The local gun shop had one of the
first examples from the factory and, instead of selling it, rented it out and sold the
cartridges by the piece so everyone could feel real recoil. When I fired that first

shot my immediate reaction was to be thankful I only had six cartridges. We were
teenagers and we had never fired anything above a .45 1911. And we all lied to each
other saying, “That’s not bad at all.”

Over the years we learned to handle recoil. And today, what with hot-loaded .45
Colts, .480 Rugers, .454 Casulls, and .475 and .500 Linebaughs, the .44 Magnum feels

relatively mild. But it certainly did not in the 1950s. The 4" .44 Magnum we
fired had the original, beautifully shaped “coke-bottle” target grips to help

handle recoil. At that time it did not help that much, at least until I tried the
same gun with the smaller standard Magna grips as found on most

Smith & Wesson double actions. Elmer Keith, who had rela-
tively small hands, recommended the smaller grip. I tried it.

Now that was recoil! How in the world could he shoot his
.44 Magnums with those small grips? I found out much

later when I handled his sixguns personally.

Ivory To 
The Rescue

Magnum 
Recoil Madness

Magnum 
Recoil Madness
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K
eith admitted he did not spend his
time pounding hundreds of rounds
per session through his Smith &
Wesson .44 Magnums. In fact,

after waiting 30 years for the .44 to arrive,
that first year he fired a grand total of 600
rounds. Add to this the fact the grips he
used were carved ivory — very specially
carved ivory. The first time I held his 4"
sixgun I discovered why the grips worked
so well for him. The carving filled in the
natural hollow of the shooting hand, pro-
viding for a very solid gripping surface
that prevented the gun from twisting in
the hand when fired. When I acquired a
Smith & Wesson Elmer Keith Commemo-
rative, a 4" .44 Magnum naturally, it
seemed natural to equip them with the
proper stocks. I called upon Bob
Leskovec of Precision Pro Grips to dupli-
cate the Keith-style in ivory polymer.

Long before Keith had the .44 Magnum
he spent several decades shooting the
“Keith Load” in both Colt Single Actions
and Smith & Wesson double actions cham-
bered in .44 Special. When I duplicated his
load using original balloon head brass, in
either a 6" Smith 1950 Target or 7" Colt
New Frontier, muzzle velocity was over
1,200 fps. Carved ivory grips were defi-
nitely necessary to comfortably handle the
loads in these, by today’s standards, light-
weight sixguns.

Continued on page 95

Colt 3rd Generation Single Action Army  43⁄4" .38-40
engraved by Dale Miller. Stocks are Eagle’s UltraIvory.  

Two 3rd Generation Colt Single Actions
engraved by Dale Miller with finishes by Milt

Morrison of QPR — a .38-40 sporting Eagle
Ultra Ivory and a .44-40 with Persinger Ram.

Smith & Wesson .44
Special with Keith-
style ivories by Bob
Leskovec. Palm swell
carving on right side
controls recoil.
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PISTOLSMITHING
Alex Hamilton

THE INSIDE
SCOOP ON 
PISTOLSMITHING
TECHNIQUES

W
hen you have your revolver or
semiautomatic all together and
everything is right, in order to

produce the best possible accuracy the
handgun is capable of shooting, the last
big factor is the ammo. If you have spent
your hard-earned bucks on the best chunk
of tight-metal money can buy and you
shoot generic ammunition loaded by
Bubba Blowup in the back of his garage,
you’re wasting all the work the custom
gunsmith did. High quality ammo is the
key to high quality performance.

When Ralph Talbot, an NRA 2650+

B ullets are the real key and if you
want to use a factory jacketed
one, the most reliable, perfect
bullet is a Nosler 185 jacketed

hollow point. The US Marine Corps
Marksmanship Training Unit at Quan-
tico, Va., discovered this fine bullet
when they were forced to load their own
to remain competitive after match
ammunition from Federal was no longer
tested and graded for accuracy. Federal
now loads their Gold Match with the
load that proved to be the best over the
years, but they no longer test ammuni-
tion lots for accuracy. The most accu-
rate, clean powder charge we have
found to use with this bullet is 4.7 grains
of Winchester Super Target, (WST)
shotgun and handgun ball powder.

Finely sorted, cast bullets are the real
key to superb accuracy and this is what
Ralph Talbot has to do to cast bullets
that shoot under 11⁄2" at 50 yards. First,
the lead is composed of 60% linotype
and 40% range-lead, giving the capa-
bility of casting up to 600 good bullets
without having to refill the melting pot.
This creates a batch of 600 bullets of the
same mixture. It’s important you do not
dilute or add any other lead during the
casting from this pot so the lead remains
consistent. All 200 grain SWC Hensley
& Gibbs bullets are cast in a four cavity

H&G #68BB bevel-base mold. 
Each cast bullet is now inspected,

weighed and sorted into a plus or minus
.5 grain lot. They are weighed again and
separated into a .1 grain lot. The .1
grain lot becomes the super accurate,
“long line” 50 yard load used for
machine-rest testing. The remaining .5
grain lot will be loaded and shot at the
25 yard, “short line” and in timed and
rapid fire events. A slight taper crimp is
used to hold the bullet in the case. 

The powder is Winchester WST,
which is the old Winchester AA
shotgun powder and has proven to pro-
duce consistent ignition curves and
excellent clean burning accuracy. The
charge to use with the accurately
weighed H&G’s is 4.2 grains of WST.
Although there are many old shooters
still using superbly accurate Bullseye
powder, WST has proven to be equal
to it —or more accurate — and is cer-
tainly cleaner burning than the world’s
dirtiest powder, Bullseye. You used to
always be able to tell who on the line
was shooting Bullseye by the thou-
sands of black specks on their faces
and clothes, but not so with WST

These super accurate 45 loads will
help you take that wonderful walk to
the winner’s table in any shooting
event in the world. 

club, Distinguished High Master class
bullseye pistol shooter tests pistols and
ammo from a Ransom rest, the ammuni-
tion is critically screened for quality and
proven accuracy. Twenty-two caliber
handgun ammunition is easy since it
can’t be handloaded. If you are testing a
.22 pistol or rifle and you want to deter-
mine the potential accuracy,  Ralph sug-
gests you use Eley Ten-X, Aquilla SE,
Federal Gold Medal Ultra Match 1,000B,
CCI Green Tag, or Federal Standard
#711. Shoot all of them to see which one
your lead injector likes best.

When we test .45s, handloaded match-
grade ammunition is significantly impor-
tant and is loaded with acute care.
Primers are either Federal or Winchester
Western large pistol, both of have consis-
tently proven to be the best. Brass is
virgin, once-fired Winchester. Ralph says,
“Using old brass will produce variable
accuracy and is not acceptable.” 

PATIENCE, POWDER AND PERFECTION

Generic 
Fodder =
Generic 
Groups

Ralph Talbot showing his steely
eyed, winning bullseye posture.
Ralph Talbot showing his steely
eyed, winning bullseye posture.

Gunsmiths 
Get Stoned! 

F
inally, from the dark and dim lit
shop of inventor Al Marvel comes a
Model 1911 sear jig that is prac-
tical, simple and perfect. As you

can see in the photograph, Al’s mar-
velous little thing-a-ma-bob will cut a
1911 sear to the perfect factory angle or
change it to what ever geometry your
little ol’ heart desires in seconds and it
will be perfect and square since your
stone rides on a precision roller. 

As you know, other jigs have one big
fault and that is keeping the top of the sear
square, thus introducing dreaded creep
into your fine trigger job. American Pis-
tolsmiths Guild member — and one of the
original founders — Al Marvel has just
made your life at the bench more fun.
This extraordinary little  gunsmith’s friend
will sell for around $45 and you can order
direct from Al at (410) 557-6545 in Jar-
rettsville, Maryland. Jigs for the S&W 41,
52 and Browning HP pistols
will be forthcoming. *

                 



When rapid precision shots must be taken under pressure is NO time to wrestle with a 5, 7, or 10 pound trigger pull !

www.stiguns.com    info@stiguns.com   512/819-0656

When rapid precision shots must be taken under pressure is NO time to wrestle with a 5, 7, or 10 pound trigger pull !
The Tactical by STI International is 25% lighter than a standard 1911 with 70% more fire
power and less felt recoil in standard calibers. (9m.m., .40S&W, .45ACP) Mounts all standard
flashlights or laser sight combinations. Stainless steel and aluminum model shown is for
inclement environments. Blued steel models are available in standard 1911 weights.

Dealer inquiries welcome.

NEW! MODEL 921— Our first
dual blade offering, this synthesis
of fluid curves, mechanical motion
and advanced technologies is a
distinctive assertion of mind
over matter. The 921 fits
the pocket with all

K N I F E  C O M P A N Y

MODEL 921

Oregon City, OR  USA
800.800.7427

benchmade.com/ah

          



tion by firing a fast string of shots into
the backstop in the general direction of
the target. Then he would activate the
switch to retrieve the target carrier and
stand proudly facing the students until the
target stopped beside him. The students,
most of whom were familiar with the
movie, would cheer and clap loud enough
to set off car alarms in the parking lot.

All of which was fine, and good theatre,
until a day came when instead of cheering
the students simply stood there looking
puzzled and disappointed. Turning to look
at his target my friend saw there wasn’t a
mark on it. Another officer had removed
the prepared target and replaced it with a
clean one. Now, if only someone
would do that to Mel Gibson …

Dave Anderson

O
ne obstacle to better shooting is an
unrealistic expectation. Newcomers
to shooting often compare them-

selves — not to good shooters — but to the
wildly exaggerated performances they read
about in books and see on television and in
movies. 

There seems to be something about the
topic of shooting that causes normally
honest people to turn into baloney mer-
chants. In the shooting literature I read
while growing up in the ’50s and ’60s,
there were casual references to “quarter
second” draws, presumably including
reaction time.

Current fast-draw competitors do
indeed record times in the .2 second range.
But to do so they use highly specialized
equipment and techniques. Their holsters
are leather-covered steel tubes, revolvers
hammers are modified for easier access.
They await the start signal with both hands
poised just above the gun, one hand
twisting the gun just clear of the holster
while the other slaps the hammer back.
The “shot” (actually a blank) is fired in the
general direction of the target just as the

barrel clears
leather. Fast
draw champions
are gifted with
exceptional
reaction time
and eye-hand
coordination,
but the tech-
niques and
equipment of
fast draw have
little corollary in
the real world.
Fun? Yes. Prac-
tical? No.

Maybe you recall the scene in Lethal
Weapon in which Mel Gibson uses
his Beretta service pistol to shoot a

“happy face” pattern in a silhouette target
at what appears to be 25 yards. Very
impressive, except that even if the shooter
has the accuracy capability, the gun
doesn’t. To make a nice symmetrical happy
face the gun has to be capable of shooting
about 1/2 inch groups at 25 yards.

Few custom-built match guns are
capable of such accuracy, and exactly no
service autopistols are. Berettas are among
the more accurate service pistols but even
so they seldom shoot better than two-inch
groups at 25 yards. Many autopistols are
doing all they can to hold four-inch
groups. Movie magic at work here.

A friend who is a police officer some-
times conducted groups of school children
on tours of his headquarters. He’d show
them the communications center, neat gear
such as polygraphs and breathalyzers,
demonstrate photography and finger-
printing, and generally try to show them a
good time and build a positive rapport.

The highlight for the students was
always the firing range, where they
would watch from behind soundproof
windows while he did some shooting for
them. He used to prepare well in advance
by poking a smiley face in a silhouette
target with a pen, running it back to the
25-yard line, and dimming the range
lights so the target was in shadow.

He always concluded his demonstra-

Fast…Faster…

The Big Lie  
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Don’t Worry, 
Be Happy…

*

Pistolsmith Jack Weigand had a bad
stage at a match and concluded it
with a little fun. This smiley face
came to fruition at about 7 yards.

Pistolsmith Jack Weigand had a bad
stage at a match and concluded it
with a little fun. This smiley face
came to fruition at about 7 yards.

Rob Leatham’s
average draw
times are in the
range of .90
second. If you’re
only half as fast
as Leatham
you’re still
pretty good .

N
ow let’s look at a more realistic
challenge: using a service-type
revolver or autopistol, full power

ammunition, a practical belt holster,
drawing to an A-zone hit on an IPSC
target at seven yards. Don’t be discour-
aged if you can’t draw and hit in a
quarter second. No one else can either.
Welcome to the club.

A few years ago I was shooting with
national and world champion Rob
Leatham. Using a limited-class 1911

Real vs. Unreal
and a practical belt holster — Leatham
performed ten consecutive draws, the
ten shots fired into a three to four inch
group centered in the A-zone. His
average draw (including reaction time)
was around .9 second. I have no doubt
he can draw and fire considerably faster,
but group size would suffer.

If you can draw and hit consistently
using practical equipment in 1.5 sec-
onds, as measured by an electronic
timer, you’re doing quite well. From
concealment, or from a modern police
security holster, under two seconds is
still very good.
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On a pleasant early summer day, veteran detective Dennis Reichard and I sit in the office
of district attorney Chris Toth in Fort Wayne, Indiana. A tough, no-nonsense professional,
Toth generally has no mercy for people who leave loaded guns around where little kids can
get at them and kill people. Nor does he spare home invaders who terrorize helpless middle-
aged women at blade-point. He is briefing Denny and I on a case where both these elements
have come together, a case that captured the attention of many firearms rights advocates in
the early part of 2002. It ended with the victim safe and a man dead at the hands of an
eleven-year-old child.

And it ended with Chris’ ruling that the death at the young boy’s hands was absolutely
justifiable.

Setting the Stage
His name has not been made public, in hopes of sparing him some grief. That makes sense

to us. We’ll call him simply “The Boy” here, though as usual in this series, all other names
and locations are real.

The Boy was smaller than many of the other fifth grade children, little more than four
feet tall. Life had not been easy for him. His mother, a drug addict who had become a crim-
inal to feed her habit, was doing a long stretch in prison. Sue Gay, 45, his grandmother, had
taken him in and adopted him. Thus, legally and de facto, Mrs. Gay was his mom as well as
his grandmother.

Her husband had died when The Boy was eight, and they both missed him. He had taught
The Boy many things, including how to use guns. Even at eight, The Boy had absorbed every-
thing he was taught, and could handle the recoil of the 1911-style Spanish Llama .45 auto
that was kept cocked, locked and fully loaded in the master bedroom.

Now only Mrs. Gay and The Boy lived in the house on N. Huey St., on the northwest side
of South Bend, Indiana. But if Mrs. Gay’s late husband was gone, the lessons he had taught
The Boy remained fresh in his mind.

In the early evening hours of the night in question, mom and child were home alone when
they perceived a visitor at the door. Peering out the window, Sue was not pleased when she
saw the large, bearded black man. His name was Tony Murry, age 28, but she knew him by
his street name, “Casper.” He was a friend and cohort of her imprisoned daughter, and she
hated to have bad influences like that around The Boy, but she had promised to be civil to
her daughter’s acquaintances. Against her better judgment, she let him in.

It became immediately apparent he had been drinking heavily. She didn’t realize that he
was also on a drug binge, but her wariness increased.

SAVING MOM: 
THE SOUTH BEND INCIDENT

Situation: The mother is held hostage, terrorized, about to be 
killed. There is no one there to deal with the hostage-
taker but an eleven-year-old boy.

Lesson: Courage knows no age limit. When we teach our loved 
ones how to defend themselves and others, the benefits
may accrue even after we are gone.
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Continued on page 100





BLAZING BLASER 

HANDGUNHUNTING
J.D. Jones

TIPS, TECHNIQUES
AND POLITICAL-
INCORRECTNESS

U
ntil now, Thompson Center had the corner for a highly versatile interchangeable
barrel hunting handgun. That’s over now. Enter Mark Kresser, SIGARMS Sales
and Marketing manager and the Blaser R93 bolt action rifle — which just hap-
pens to be the most versatile and modern bolt gun in existence. Add a bit of

Yankee ingenuity and now there is a Blaser prototype, straight-pull bolt action
repeating pistol with a three-shot magazine. How about them apples?

The Blaser action is short, shallow, with an unusually compact trigger mechanism and
straight pull bolt action. Since stocks, forends, barrels, bolts (right or left hand), bolt
heads and magazines are all interchangeable it was a simple matter to fabricate a pistol
grip and short barrel to produce a prototype handgun with the same features as the Blaser
rifle. Since the bolt locks into the barrel, a considerable savings in weight and length are
achieved. For a complete summation of all the features try SIGARMS.com.

T
o see if the new gun actually
worked, I went to Bill Brew-
ster’s Texas Trophy Club
Ranch (830-376-4545) to give

the only prototype a workout. Mark
warned me the prototype was a bit on
the crude side and, having worked with
lot of crude prototypes before, I was
somewhat surprised when I laid eyes
on the Blaser. The prototype appeared
and worked far better than a lot of
quite expensive custom bolt action
guns — and sported a piece of fantastic
wood to boot.  

As usual, I took my rain with me and
that slowed down the actual shooting a
bit, as we had important Whitetail work
to consider also. The 14" barreled .30-'06
BLASER was equipped with a Harris bi-
pod and Leupold 2X scope. 

Shooting in a misting rain and poor
light conditions I fired three shots at 96
yards with Federal Premium 150 grain
ammo in a myriad of ways to see how
the pistol performed in the real world.
Off the bi-pod, bi-pod attached off a
backpack with the side of the bi-pod dug

Straight-Shootin’ Straight-Pull

No Rainy 
Day BluesPresto-change-o:

pieces and parts
go back together

with no loss of
accuracy or zero.

Presto-change-o:
pieces and parts
go back together

with no loss of
accuracy or zero. T his was Texas brush country and

the only way to hunt it is from
blinds. Not usually my cup of
tea, however the abundance of

trophy deer kept my eyes glued to the
binoculars and adrenaline pumping. I
do enjoy watching them and with the
guiding and advice of Bill Brewster,
from the ranch, the experience was
totally enjoyable. 

With two days to hunt and poor
weather conditions, I passed on
numerous trophy bucks that I did not
feel comfortable shooting at. Higher
powered optics would have changed
that as the 2X in poor light conditions
at a couple hundred yards leaves a lot
to be desired. When a trophy eight-
point came into the open in decent
light on the last evening, the BLASER
spoke and the buck dropped in his
tracks. Bill lasered it at 128 yards.
Although I passed on at least 10 eight-
point bucks larger than him, to me he
is the perfect buck — a very
respectable animal scoring 132. All
with a perfect shot ending a perfect
hunt with an almost perfect prototype.

PS: You can’t place the first
order for the Blaser pistol:
I already did. *

into the backpack for two of the three
shots, then no bi-pod, and also after
removing and replacing the barrel,
removing and replacing the scope, bolt,
magazine, bi-pod and reassembling. 

Ten shots went into 2", with two shots
at seven o’clock (from the bi-pod dug
into the backpack), opening
the entire 12 shots to 2.5".
Each group was around
an inch. Three shots at
194 yards grouped
under 2.5". Generally
bi-pods on handguns
do change elevation
when rested on different
surfaces and this was vis-
ible as the groups devel-
oped, although of minor
importance at
100 yards.
The excellent
trigger contributed
a lot to the accuracy
achieved and the
finish never showed
a hint of rust.
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John Taffin

T
echnology can be a wonderful friend. But sometimes it
causes more work and stress than it saves. How well I
remember my high-school history teacher prophesying
we would see labor-saving devices that would, in fact,
do just the opposite, causing us to work harder with less

satisfaction. I don’t know what he was using for a crystal ball,
but he was right on the money. 

The simple and satisfying aspects of life have too often been
replaced by the complex and mundane. Fortunately, a few simple
and enjoyable things remain. They now come in stainless steel. 

Is there anything more enjoyable —and at the same time
more simple — than shooting tin cans with a .22? If there is, I

Fifty years separate this original
Flat-Top, flat-gate .22 Single-Six
(top) from the current New 
Model .32 Magnum.

Laura, age16, prefers
the slightly larger

and heavier Single-
Six .32 Magnum.

Four beauties: Elyse,
Laura, .22 Bearcat,
and .32 Single-Six.
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RUGER’S TINY TWOSOME
BRINGS SMILES TO KIDS
AND GRANDPAS ALIKE.
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“ ”
simply don’t know what it is. And I think
that if I could capture the enjoyment we
experienced as teenagers shooting .22s,
and spread it from one end of this country
to the other, why it would certainly have a
most positive effect on people’s attitudes.

Now there are those who would have
us believe times have changed to the
point where kids and guns no longer go
together. And I beleive that’s total non-
sense. Simply ridiculous. Kids and guns
have always gone together, ever since the
first blackpowder squirrel rifle went bang
in front of a mesmerized 10-year-old. 

Even in this high-tech decade of the
21st century, we still hold on to the basic
fact that kids and guns, when tethered to
proper teaching and supervision, do go
together. Time spent with a kid shooting
is an almost absolute guarantee that child
will not be a problem later on. 

Just look around your own household.

Kids and Rugers
Ruger has been making single action

.22s for a half-century. I’d hate to have to
count the number of adults who will not
only admit their first handgun was a .22
Ruger — but will also confess it’s still
one of their favorite sixguns. 

My first revolver was a .22 Ruger
Single-Six, which I owned in the mid-

1950s. By the time the ’70s arrived, my
son was 10 years old and ready for his
first revolver. 

It had to be a .22, it had to be a single
action, and it had to be a Ruger. 

The bargain we struck was I would
pay half, if he would save up the other
half. It took him quite a few odd jobs, but
on his 10th birthday we walked into The
Gunhaus and put down $39.50 for a
brand-new Ruger Bearcat. 

The shop owner threw in a box of
.22s, I fashioned a belt and holster, a
friend made custom grips, and another
generation was ready to enter the satis-
fying world of sixgunning. He still has
that Bearcat. His son — my grandson —
already has designs on it. 

The Bearcat’s Purr
Ruger recently announced two new

sixguns. I consider these little revolvers

LOAD MV GROUP

CCI Blazer 961 1"

CCI Standard Velocity 853 1"

CCI Mini-Mag +V 1,135 1"

CCI QuikShok 1,252 11⁄8"

Federal Lightning 1,028 1"

Federal High Velocity** 1,140 2"

PMC Rifle Match 829 11⁄8"

Remington High Velocity* 995 1"

Winchester HP High Velocity 1,056 15⁄8"

Winchester Wildcat 1,036 1"Continued on page 84

Kids and guns have always gone together, ever
since the first blackpowder squirrel rifle went

bang in front of a mesmerized 10-year-old. 

STAINLESS STEEL BEARCAT 
4" bbl .22 LONG RIFLE

LOAD MV GROUP

Federal 85 gr. JHP 937 1"

Hornady 85 XTP/11.5 gr. H110 1,102 2"

Hard Cast 100 SWC/4.2 gr. Unique 1,122 11⁄8"

Hard Cast 100 SWC/10.5 gr. H110 1,119 2"

Hard Cast 100 SWC/3.0 gr. Unique 829 1"

Hard Cast 100 SWC/4.0 gr. AA#5 808 1"

Hard Cast 100 SWC/2.6 gr. Red Dot 764 1"

* Indicates one misfire     **Indicates two misfires
All groups five shots at 50 feet.

STAINLESS STEEL RUGER 
45⁄8" SINGLE-SIX .32 MAGNUM

TEST RESULTS

Ruger’s .22 Bearcat and 9-year-old
Brian just naturally go together.

Ruger’s six-shot,
stainless-steel, .22
Long Rifle Bearcat.

Two excellent
groups fired with

the .22 Bearcat
and the .32

Magnum.
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The one thing Novak insisted on was
that his adjustable sight look exactly like
his fixed Lo Mount Sight. He was also
determined to make a sight that was
tough enough for the most extreme duty
while at the same time being simple.

After nearly twenty years, Wayne
Novak notified me he had designed and
produced the adjustable sight he had been
in search of for nearly two decades. He
calls it the “Novak Extreme Duty
Adjustable Sight.” Based upon the Novak
Lo Mount sight in outline, the Extreme
Duty is nearly always mistaken for its fixed
predecessor at first glance. Consisting of a
total of only nine parts, the Extreme Duty
Adjustable Sight is a lesson in simplicity. 

L
ong renowned for his Novak Lo Mount Sight, pistol-

smith, Wayne Novak passed the one million mark in

this sight two years ago and is still going stronger than

ever. However, not being one to rest on his laurels,

Wayne Novak became interested in an advanced

adjustable combat sight not long after his Lo Mount Sight went

into production, and experimented with several designs.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 51

    



“
”

This snake-skin Damascus Novak 

seems as if it’s being silently observed 

under the midnight moon...waiting to strike.

Raised wings protect the blade 
on Novak’s new adjustable sight.

To debut his Extreme Duty Adjustable
Sight, Novak selected a Colt pre-Series
70 Gold Cup frame and a 6-inch slide
from Caspian Arms, and assigned the
project to his master gunsmith, Joe Bonar.
This wasn’t just any 6-inch slide, but one

of Caspian’s deluxe Damascus slides.
Forged from several types of steel

including stainless, Damascus

steel has been used to make superior
knife blades for thousands of years. Not
only is Damascus steel very strong, but it
is also extremely beautiful with the var-
ious steels swirling throughout the metal.
Master forgers who make this steel create
almost unbelievable art forms within it.

Recently, Caspian Arms began using
Damascus billets to make exotic slides
for 1911 pistols. With no two being iden-
tical in pattern, each slide is unique and

beautiful. However, it’s the Caspian
6-inch long slide that

stands alone, and this is the slide Novak
chose for what is his flagship 1911 pistol.

Different from Caspian Damascus
slides I have examined previously, the
pattern of the steel in this one resembles
that of a python having dots within cir-
cles running its entire length. The extra
length of this slide provides a quantum
leap to the beauty of the Damascus pat-
tern — but more on that later. 

A Blend of Talent
In addition to its pre-Series 70 Colt

Gold Cup National Match frame, the
pistol’s Caspian Damascus Long Slide is
fitted with a Novak 18 kt. gold bead front
sight. After precisely drilling the hole for
the solid gold rod and installing it in the
steel sight blade, both are drilled and a
pin is installed to prevent the gold bead
from ever coming out. I have this sight on
several of my Novak Custom pistols,

and believe me, if you can see your
target, you can see this genuine solid

gold bead. 
Precisely fitted to this long

pistol is a long 6" .45 ACP
Match barrel. This one is
crafted by Kart, along with
their match bushing. Long
favorite of Novak’s, Kart bar-
rels are made well and per-
form just as predictably.
Beyond this, Novak’s flagship
pistol is equipped with a
Videki Colt Gold Cup-style
wide adjustable trigger, to
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HEX BULLET 
HI-JINX
HEX BULLET 
HI-JINX

In this business the word “new” is badly
abused, and the Taurus ammo breaks no
technological ground. What it does do —
very well I’d say — is adapt for handgun
use the technology used in Barnes X and
Winchester Fail Safe rifle bullets. 

Taurus thinks this is pretty cool stuff.
“Advanced Handgun Cartridges” and “20
Superior Cartridges” are prominently
printed on the box label. So is the fact the
bullet is 99.95 percent pure copper. But
the really important thing is the Hex
Bullet trademark. To be sure, it puns the

I
t’s been a long

time since we’ve seen

the name of a handgun manu-

facturer on a box of ammo. The

last time was Smith & Wesson ammo,

and that was over 20 years ago. When I

saw the first ad for the new Taurus

fodder, it was pretty clear this was a

marketing, rather than a manufacturing,

effort. Nonetheless, it is very different

from the common “me-too” product. At

a glance you can tell it’s derived from

the Barnes X-bullet, which has an envi-

able, and well deserved, reputation as a

rifle game bullet. 

Taurus’ Capable
Copper 
Bullet 

Taurus’ Capable
Copper 
Bullet 
Charles E. Petty

first because the braking action of expan-
sion is less.

When the FBI began to test bullet per-
formance with barrier materials in front
of the gelatin block, a very different pic-
ture of bullet performance emerged. Hol-
lowpoints that once expanded beautifully
turned, effectively, into ball ammo when
their noses became plugged with cloth or
other non-compressible material.

Designers developed several methods
to overcome these obstacles and found all
that was needed was to get the bullet to
start to expand. Because once the nose
opened up a bit, the fluid medium would
wash enough of the barrier material away
to allow expansion to continue. Gelatin
testing shows us initial expansion will be
delayed a little — usually by an inch or
two further into the block — and overall
penetration increases proportionately.

Construction of all the recent “pre-
mium” handgun bullets consisted of a lead
core covered with a conventional jacket or
one made of brass. The exception here is
Speer’s Gold Dot, which has a copper
jacket plated onto a lead core.

Bob Morrison, now Chief Operating
Officer of Taurus International Manufac-
turing, has a long history in the firearms

X-bullet. But it is also accurately descrip-
tive of the projectile’s expanded shape.

I suspect people view bullet expansion
as a random event, and there was a time
when this was true. But no longer. Modern
designs expand along engineered lines by
building weak points into jackets or bullets
that, when they encounter fluid mediums,
the pressure inside the hollow point pushes
outward and causes the bullet to fail (rup-
ture) along predetermined lines.

Yet another myth is you must have the
highest possible velocity for reliable
expansion. That’s a crock. In fact, too
much velocity can be just as bad — or
even worse — than too little. The engi-
neer must perform a delicate balancing act
between the rate and amount of expansion
to achieve desired levels of penetration. 

Most good hollowpoints will penetrate
about an inch of gelatin before expansion
starts and will reach their maximum size
between 3" and 5". Increase the velocity
above the design parameters of the bullet
and penetration will be reduced. This is
contrary to conventional wisdom, but the
increased velocity will make the bullet
expand more quickly and the increased
area acts just like a parachute. If velocity
is reduced, penetration will increase at

                



industry. He had been particu-
larly impressed with the
hunting performance of the
Barnes X-bullet when he was a
manufacturer’s representative for
Barnes. He wondered if something
similar might not be a good handgun bullet.

But before this could be done, there
was a substantial hurdle to clear. The Gun
Control Act of 1968 has serious prohibi-
tions against “armor piercing” bullets.
More commonly, these were referred to

as “cop killer bullets” that
purportedly defeated body

armor worn by law enforcement
officers. The major feature of the bill

was that bullets without lead cores were
generally prohibited.

Over a period of time, Barnes made
some samples and Morrison submitted
them to ATF for consideration. Two
points were vital: construction had to be
pure (99.95%), and therefore relatively
soft copper; and quite obviously they
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could not penetrate standard body armor. 
Morrison reported in due time ATF

notified Taurus that, “the submitted sam-
ples are not armor piercing,” effectively
removing the legal cloud of GCA 68. 

But we must be aware that some
states follow the wording of Federal
statutes when writing their own codes.
So it’s only prudent to check for legal
pitfalls in state law.

One of Morrison’s early decisions was

Gelatin Test Results
Test firearm: S&W 4506 with 5" barrel

Velocity (fps) Penetration Expanded Dia. Recovered Wt.

Bare Gelatin 964 12.5" 0.853 184.5
FBI Heavy Clothing 958 13.25 .863 185.9
4-Layer denim 962 13.0 0.856 185.5

Accuracy Test Results
Test firearm: Rock River Arms Match 5" barrel
Velocity (fps) 1 2 3 Average

989 2.46 2.12 2.48 2.35

Velocity From Various Handguns
Firearm BBL Length Velocity

SIG P-220 4.4 950
Colt Commander 4.5 993
Kimber Elite Carry 4.0 940
Colt Officer’s ACP 3.5 923

Accuracy results are 10
shots @25 yd. from
Ransom Rest. Velocity is the
instrumental average of all
shots as measured by a
PACT chronograph. Top: Taurus bullet fired through 4 layers of denim/flannel shirt/

T-shirt barrel. Bottom: Taurus bullet fired into bare gelatin.

Continued on page 107

Photo on opposite page:
Sectioned bullet to show
internal skiving that
controls expansion (left).
The black color is an
artifact left over from an
annealing process in
manufacture and has no
significance.

Above: Charlie's commander.

              





M uch has been written about the small arms —
specifically handguns — used by American Sol-
diers, Sailors, Marines and Aircrews in the con-

flagration known as World War II. The manufacturers,
the number of pieces produced, the fit and finish are
duly noted and documented.

But what of the individual stories of these American
servicemen using
handguns? In a war
rife with artillery
and aircraft car-
riers, started by
Stukas and ending
with the blazing
flash and mush-
room cloud of the
atomic bomb —
what possible role
could a handgun
have played

Indeed, it seems
at times, handguns
played pivotal roles
in the often very

personal fights for freedom that occurred at toe-to-toe
distances during the war. One only has to read some of

Clint Smith

Heroes, Their 
Hardware and

the American  
Fighting Spirit.

Fighting
Handguns
of WW II
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Victory model U.S. Navy marked Smith
& Wesson .38 Special caliber revolver
and M3 styled shoulder holster. Most
often used by pilots and aircrews as a
personal defense weapon.

Colt 1903 .32

       



the Medal of Honor citations to see, in
sterile, official, but nonetheless dramatic
text, exactly how a .45 or a .38 in the
hands of a brave soldier proved the
handgun had and still has a role in war-
fare. There are enough old-timers still
around who, reluctantly, can still share
their experiences. Here are some of those.

General Order Number 35, 
9 May 1945:

Private Thomas A. Baker, 
Company A, 105th Infantry,

27th Infantry Division
Born 25 June 1916,

Killed in Action 12 July 1944,
Saipan, Mariana Islands.

Over a period from 19 June to 12 July
1944 Private Baker’s Company A was
heavily engaged in combat. His com-
pany pinned down by strong enemy
positions, Private Baker single handedly
attacked fortified positions with a
bazooka. Several days later encountering
several groups of enemy soldiers num-
bering up to twelve men, he attacked
alone without hesitation. On July 7th, a
force of several thousand Japanese sol-
diers attacked the perimeter where Pri-
vate Baker stood in defense. Seriously
wounded, with his personal weapon
destroyed from hand to hand combat,
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Both a Colt 1911 and 1911A1 are shown with an original Vest Emergency Suste-
nance manufactured by Cappel MacDonald & Co. for the United States Army Air
Force circa 1943. Both the 1911 and 1911A1 pistol were used in World War II.

Colt 1911

Colt 1911A1

S&W 1917

Colt 1917 

Colt 1903
Pocket Auto

S&W  Vicory
Model .38

Special

      



Private Baker was given a pistol.
Refusing to be evacuated, he was last
seen alive back against a tree with pistol
in hand. Later, when units returned to the
battlefield, Private Thomas A. Baker’s
body was found, — empty pistol in hand
— with the bodies of eight dead
Japanese soldiers lying at his feet.

General Order Number 95, 
30 October 1945:

Corporal Edward A. Bennett, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 358 Infantry, 

90th Infantry Division.
Born 11 February 1920, 

Passed 2 May 1983 Campbell, California
1 February 1945 

at Heckhuscheid, Germany. 

While in the advance, Corporal Ben-
nett’s company was pinned down by a
strong machine-gun position. Corporal
Bennett, flanking the enemy position,
closed with and killed one enemy soldier
with a knife. Proceeding into the building
he charged the machine gun position
killing three enemy with rifle fire, clubbed
one to death with his rifle and dispatched
the last three enemy gunners with .45 cal-
iber pistol fire.

Iwo Jima March 1945
In possibly the only ground action of

it’s kind involving Army Air Force pilots
and aircrew, the Japanese assault on Iwo
Jima in March 1945 goes down as unique.
Several hundred Japanese broke out of a
containment pocket and staged an attack
through the tent area of the newly arrived
fighter squadron personnel. In the ensuing
melee United States Army Air Corps per-
sonnel armed with .45 caliber pistols, M-
1 Carbines — and assisted by a Marine
patrol in the area — killed over three hun-
dred Japanese.

Okinawa Jima, 1945
Serving as a medical Corpsman 3rd

Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 5th
Marines on Okinawa Jima on 2 May 1945
Robert E. Bush moved fearlessly among
his wounded Marines. Exposed to fire as
the Japanese counterattacked, Corpsman
Bush was administering plasma to a
wounded Marine officer on the ridgeline.
Holding the plasma bottle in one hand the
corpsman drew is pistol and emptied the
weapon into the on-coming mass.
Corpsman Bush, wounded to the degree
of losing one eye, continued to protect the
wounded marine with an M-1 carbine
until his charge could be evacuated. Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman awarded corpsman
Robert E. Bush his Medal of Honor 5
October 1945. 

Iwo Jima 3 March 1945
Leading Marines of the 1st Battalion,

28th Marines, 5th Marine Division,
Sergeant William G. Harrell was standing
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Colt 1911A1 in an M-3 shoulder holster with 27th Squadron 30th Bomb Group
7th USAAF flight jacket. The Zoe Mozart pinup is the nose emblem of the Sky
Skow III, a B-24. The Sky Skow III’s entire crew was killed in action October 1st,
1944 over Iwo Jima. The A-2 jacket is a reproduction of the jacket worn by the
author’s namesake, who was the top ball turret gunner on the Sky Skow III.

The author’s father is seen receiving a Distinguished Flying Cross on Saipan in
late 1944. Other awards are a DFC 2nd award, Air Medal with 5 Oak Leaves,
American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, World War II Vic-
tory Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal. In addition are Aerial Gunner’s wings,
Staff Sergeant stripes and 7th USAAF shoulder patch.

            



watch in the darkness of 3, March, 1945
on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands. In the early
hours of dawn, Japanese infiltrators
attacked his position. Opening fire with
an M-1 Carbine Sgt. Harrell killed sev-
eral of the enemy soldiers as an
exploding grenade severed his left hand.
Drawing his pistol he killed a sword-
wielding opponent who entered his posi-
tion. As more enemy poured into his posi-
tion he killed several more until his pistol
ran out of ammunition. Surrounded by
several enemy troops, he picked up a
grenade that had been thrown at him and
held it against the remaining enemy sol-
dier occupying his position. The blast
severed Sgt Harrell’s right hand and
killed the enemy soldier. Sgt. Harrell was
evacuated the next morning, his position
surrounded by a dozen enemy dead.

Sgt. William Harrell was awarded the
Medal of Honor 5 October 1945 at the
White House by President Harry S.
Truman. 

Sgt. Harrell passed 9 August 1964 in
San Antonio, Texas.

High Flying Heroics
Flying five miles above Germany in air-

craft with quirky talismans like “Flak-
Magnet,” “Corky,” and the “Impatient
Virgin” adorning their aircraft, the aircrews
of the B-24s and B-17s sustained tremen-
dous losses of life and aircraft. Raids with
losses of sixty aircraft were not
uncommon. Sixty aircraft may not sound
like many but the number of lives lost
could be shocking. Sixty aircraft equates to
six hundred empty beds — and six hundred
empty places at the chow hall that evening. 

The Pacific theater flyers faired no
better in many cases. Air strikes flown
from Saipan to Iwo Jima meant ten-hour
flights over the vast loneliness of the
Pacific Ocean. Not a big deal, unless the
number two engine is feathered, the
hydraulics and fuel tanks are leaking and
waist gunner is bleeding from flak injuries.
At best, they could crash-land upon
arriving back at Saipan. At worst, there
awaited a salt-water ocean filled quickly
by enemy ships and patrolling sharks.

Modest Heros, All
Walking into Union Station in

Kansas City, Missouri on VJ day, C.W.
Staples — recently of the 44th Bomb
Group, 68th Squadron, 8th Army Air
Force — wore the decorations appro-
priate to a B-24 tail gunner with forty
combat missions.  The 31-year-old
Sergeant, considered an “old man” by
that day’s standards, wore a Bronze Star
with cluster, Air Medal with four Oak
Leafs, Distinguished Unit Citation and
numerous other awards on his blouse.
Shot from the sky three times over
Europe, the now spry 90 year old qui-
etly, almost bashfully, recalls his ser-
vice. He declares, “I did nothing com-
pared to guys who lost their lives.” In
my humble opinion, I disagree. 

Sgt. Staples carried two Remington-
Rand 1911A1 pistols on every mission —
one in a shoulder holster and the other
stuffed inside his flight boot. This method
of carry survived a parachute jump from
a burning B-24 over Fortress Europe.
When asked why he carried two he
smiled and said, “Because I couldn’t
think of a way to carry three pistols and I
couldn’t figure out a way to get my fifty
caliber guns out of the damn turret and
carry them and the ammo. I wasn’t a par-
ticularly good pistol shot, but carrying the
pistols was in a word — comforting”. 

Continuing he declared “I was not
going to go quietly if captured.” Probably
a good idea, as on more than one occa-
sion American aircrew members were
attacked and killed by German civilians
after bailing out over German soil.

In a scary-as-hell-itself moment, Sgt.
Staples recalled, “It was December 28,
1944. The target was Kaiserslautern,
Germany and they had shot the hell out
of us. Van Dyke, my pilot, was strug-
gling to keep ‘it’ in the air. We had bad
damage and when I say bad, I mean I
could look outside through holes big
enough to fling a basketball. We were on
fire and loosing altitude. We ended up
crash-landing on a Luftwaffe base in
Merville, Belgium. We sat down hard,
and I ran like hell. I had two .45s — one
in a shoulder holster and the one, from
my boot, was in my hand. I wasn’t a
good shot but it was damn comforting to
have it in my hand. Fortunately, the
British had taken the airfield shortly
before our unscheduled visit.”  
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Continued on page 89

One of the fightingest
revolvers ever — the S&W
Model 1917 in .45 ACP.
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Springfield’s new SubCom-
pact XD shows its short
stature nestled next to 

a bi-tone 4" XD.

  



TINY

T
he importance of heritage can’t
be stressed enough when it comes
to quality. It’s the rare occasion
that produces instant excellence
when a new product is intro-

duced. Most often, promises are made,
hype is exercised and broad smiles and
knowing nods are on senior executive
faces as the fanfare commences. All too
often, the balloons and give-away pins
end-up being the highlight of the day, as
the much-anticipated new widget proves
to be a dismal disappointment. 

Without a solid background of perfor-
mance and integrity, how can a potential
buyer of any new product — especially a
firearm — predict the long-term results of
his commitment of money, time and effort?
They can’t. Without that lineage to point at
and say, “There, see, they’ve been around.
Their stuff works, performs in the real
world and can be relied upon,” — then it’s
a gamble, a leap into the nether-regions of
hope and doubt. One needs to ask how
much risk they are willing to put on the
table when they’re potentially dealing with
their lives or the lives of loved ones. 

Roy Huntington

SUBCOMPACT XD
Shoots Great …Less Filling

TERROR
Most people deal in risk the way we

might handle a Brown Recluse spider —
gingerly and with great respect for the
potential of disaster. Which is why we’re
talking about heritage and how it affects
what you see on these pages. Springfield
Armory has introduced something new
here in the SubCompact XD. This isn’t
just a “cut-down” version of a full-sized
pistol, but a re-engineered and re-
designed off-spring of the parent pistol —
and the parent company itself. Heritage. 

Life is a series of options and excep-
tions and frankly, Springfield’s newest has
just raised the bar on the expectations one
should have on new options. Simply put?
This is a serious fighting pistol, for serious
people who recognize quality, reliability
and performance in the real-world. And
now we’re going to explain exactly why
this seems to be the case in this situation.

Something Old & New
Yes, the basic design was initially

introduced a few years ago as the
HS2000. A poor marketing effort led to
the acquisition of the design by Spring-

Springfield’s NEW
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field Armory and nothing better could
have happened for all-concerned. Spring-
field’s ability to market properly and co-
engineer ideas with the parent Croation
manufacturer, led to a blend of solid ideas
from America with the supreme manufac-
turing skills of the CNC team in Europe.
What was good on it’s own was now sud-
denly even better.

The XD series is the lifeblood of the
Croation factory and as such, is treated
with the respect due. They are relying
upon this marriage of efforts to keep the
wheels turning on the home-front, so no
expense or effort is spared in quality con-
trol and attention to detail. There is a
reason it’s called “old world craftsman-

ship” and you can see it when you handle
the XD. There’s a subtle blend of Eastern
European minimalist design and function-
ality, diluted with a Teutonic flair for
what pleases the eye. It works — and it
looks good doing it.

But how — and why — the SubCom-
pact version? Dennis Reese, Co-
Chairman of Springfield Armory said it
simply: “There was a brainwave to go in
that direction. Field research revealed
quickly there was a demand for a
smaller version of the XD. Shooters
loved the full-sized models and made it
clear they wanted one for easy concealed
carry. They also made it amply clear
they wanted the same reliability and
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We were told to shoot the snot out of it. So we did. “ ”

Striker status
indicator pin

and grip safety
are important

parts of the
total package.

Loaded chamber indicator 
is a visual and tactile helper.
It’s the little things ...
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shootability the full-sized models have.”
So there you go. But, unlike some

makers who simply cut-off barrels and
dust covers, engineers on both sides of
the Atlantic put their collective heads
together for some re-design work. After
listening carefully, the XD was essen-
tially re-engineered inside to make sure it
worked right in the new, smaller mode.
The feed ramp and other important parts
were modified or created from scratch,
the timing of the slide opening was care-
fully calibrated and other semi-secret
things were done. It all was proven on a
CAD computer and, after some 20 trips to
the factory, the SubCompact XD was
finally born — a homogenous amalgama-
tion of steel and polymer that looks as
serious as it works. 

Demonstrably Diligent 
Pre-production prototypes have

already undergone torture tests … some
accidentally. One writer sample (osten-
sibly for “photos only”) was shot thou-
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“
”

For me, the real test is a big match, and I came 
away more enthusiastic about the XD desgin 

than ever before. - Rob Leatham

The Xtreme Mini-Light was custom
designed for the SubCompact XD but
can fit any pistol with a rail mount.

      



sands of times prior to being returned with
a note that read, “Worked great. We tor-
ture-tested it and there were no prob-
lems.” Oops. We’re sure there were col-
lective sighs of relief from the staff at
Springfield, but nonetheless, the SubCom-
pact worked when it wasn’t supposed to.

At a recent demonstration in Southern
California, prototypes were subjected to
the abuse of a dozen writers and industry
hangers-on. There were literally thou-
sands of rounds put through the guns and,
from personal experience, I can attest they
ran like the proverbial Black Forest clock-
work. There were smiles all-around by the
end of the day and the little guns were
resting on the range table, still breathing
heavily from the exertions of the day.

Not content to believe what we hear,
Handgunner received our own test gun
— an extremely early release SubCom-
pact XD. Frankly, there were still a few
rough edges showing some engineering
shop work on the frame, but the pistol
was in final guise form and we were told
to “Shoot the snot out of it.” So we did. 

First impressions of the test gun mir-
rored previous experiences. The grip
frame is simply a shorter version of the
full-size XD  and I found my smallish
hands could manage two fingers on the
front grip strap while the little finger
cupped the bottom of the magazine floor
plate. A call to Lane Pearce of Pearce
Grip fame revealed he’s already hot on an
extended floorplate to catch that recalci-
trant pinky if you so desire. Still, the grip
is comfortable and it’s a cinch to control

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 69

Continued on page 121

An internal re-design makes sure
everything functions in the right
order — and at the right time.

      



CHARLES E. PETTY

.45 ACP Speer Gold Dot: hollowpoint size and depth is varied
to provide optimum performance for different weights and

velocities. Left  to right, 185 gr., 200 gr, 230 gr.
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O
n April 11, 1986 at about 9:20
in the morning a group of
eight Special Agents of the
FBI attempted to apprehend
two suspects wanted for a

series of bank robberies in the Miami
area. Something like five minutes later
two agents were dead, three were griev-
ously wounded, and three more had lesser
wounds. Only one agent was uninjured.
Both suspects were dead.

The fight became the subject of cri-
tiquing by countless authorities — quali-
fied or not. The armchair experts pontifi-
cated to no end, but the bottom line lesson
was, if you’re going to have a gunfight,
rifles are the way to go. Michael Platt — a
genuinely bad person — was armed with

a Ruger Mini 14 and two revolvers, and
his rifle trumped the agent’s .38, .357 and
9mm handguns. One agent was able to
use a shotgun to good effect but it was
made abundantly clear that stopping
power is not a handgun thing. Early in the
fight, Platt received a wound from Agent
Jerry Dove’s 9mm pistol that was judged
to have been “non-survivable” but he
fought effectively for about four more
minutes and brutally murdered Dove.

In the aftermath of the tragedy there
were two highly significant events. First,
the FBI convened a “Wound Ballistics
Conference” at the Quantico academy
that brought together recognized authori-
ties from the medical and law enforce-
ment communities. The idea was to find

better armament in terms of either gun or
ammo. Learned papers were presented
and when all was said and done they
couldn’t agree either. There were the
same two camps as before: big and heavy
(read .45) and light and fast (read 9mm).

But the other result has truly revolu-
tionized ammunition as we know it. It
began with some work done by Dr.
Martin Fackler that found that 10% bal-
listic gelatin very closely duplicated
muscle tissue when hit by a bullet. 

Let The Tests Begin
With that as a starting point the staff

of the FBI Firearms Training Unit
devised an eight part test that placed bar-
rier materials in front of gelatin blocks.



These were light and heavy clothing, 3/4"
plywood, wallboard, automotive sheet
metal and windshield glass. Their
requirement was that the bullet defeat the
barrier and penetrate a minimum of 12"
of gelatin. That’s a severe test and
quickly revealed that hollowpoint bullet
construction — that we once thought was
just fine — didn’t work very well. The
tests were designed to specifically repro-
duce shooting situations in which FBI
agents had been involved, but the idea
was quickly accepted by other law
enforcement agencies.

Remember, this was around 1988 and
it was probably the first time a customer
did independent testing and told an
ammo maker what they wanted. In the
past ammo companies “knew best” and
told us so. I well-remember talking to
one ammo executive who didn’t know of
my study of the FBI’s work and pre-
sumed I was a recent turnip truck fallee.
He was trying to sell the same old bill of
goods the FBI was showing to be falla-
cious. When he discovered I had some
independent knowledge, the conversation
ended abruptly. If you want to call it cor-
porate ego that’s fine by me. Those
whose ammo didn’t fare well cried foul,
threatened lawsuits, claimed the books
were cooked and generally whined. But

luckily, all to no avail.
It got pretty unpleasant for awhile.

More than a few pet oxen were gored
when the 147 gr. 9mm Luger load was
shown to be superior to various light/fast
loads. Lots of ink was spilled by
wounded “experts” who tried to defend
their positions and one writer was
accused of “adjusting” a police report to
support his view. The agency even went

so far as to state, on the record, that the
writer’s story was not accurate.

To say the FBI test created a contro-
versy would be to state the obvious, but
sometimes I think it was taken much too
seriously. One writer concluded that since
round “A” penetrated 12.2" it was “better”
than round “B” that “only” penetrated
12.1". Such is the tyranny of numbers for,
in the real world, a tenth of an inch is of

10% gelatin simulates muscle tissue. 

Bullets recovered from gelatin; left to right, Remington Golden Saber, Federal
Hydra-shok, Speer Gold Dot and Taurus copper hex bullet.
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10% gelatin simulates muscle tissue. 

These days, a modern hollowpoint
has pretty much taken-over from
the classic lead SWC when it comes
to self-defense loads.

These days, a modern hollowpoint
has pretty much taken-over from
the classic lead SWC when it comes
to self-defense loads.



no great consequence and surely inside
the range of experimental error.

When production ammunition was
first tested, Federal’s Hydra-shok was a
clearly superior bullet design. At about
the same time, the FBI was working with
the 10mm Auto cartridge and Federal was
the only one of the major ammo compa-
nies who would load the relatively small
quantities of ammo needed for the tests.
Remington and Winchester declined.
Federal produced 10mm ammo that per-
formed well in the test and they won a
substantial contract. Hydra-shok was also
accepted for 9mm and .45 pistols. Of
course the other ammo companies have
smart engineers too and when manage-
ment realized there was real competition,
research began seriously. The result was
Remington’s Golden Saber, Speer’s Gold
Dot and Winchester’s ill-fated Black
Talon which was quickly replaced by the
excellent SXT, which is available today. 

Parity Arrives
As chance would have it I was in

Anoka, Minn., when Federal learned the
results of an ammo bid. There was cha-
grin in the highest degree. Remington’s
Golden Saber .45 ACP had been essen-
tially equal to the Hydra-shok in the FBI
tests and was significantly less expen-
sive. Since performance was not an
issue, cost won. Federal had a long ride
of exclusive contracts, but all good
things come to an end and the situation
today is that premium loads from Fed-
eral, Remington, Speer and Winchester
all perform far better than anything
we’ve ever seen before.

But don’t close the book yet. There
will always be tweaking going on with
small changes we never really even
notice. And we’ve just seen a couple of
new loads that may spell further change.
Those are the Quik-shok which is the
brainchild of Tom Burczynski who
started it all with the Hydra-shok and the
even newer solid copper Hex-bullet from
Taurus. My testing, as reported in Hand-
gunner suggest both are viable chal-
lengers to more conventional ammo.

Consistently Changing
Not all that long ago the biggest deci-

sion you had to make for an ammo pur-
chase was what color box you wanted,
but the arrival of premium loads, led by
Federal, created a multi-level marketing
picture that now has four tiers.

Cost has always been an issue for
ammo buyers and inflation drove prices
ever higher. Premium ammo rightly
demanded a premium price, but it also
was going to run into consumer resistance
at some price point. The marketers came
up with 20 round boxes (Remington
offers 25) which kept the cost per box
down but allowed the cost per round to
creep upward. Today those are accepted
as normal, but I still don’t care for them.

Another result was the arrival of

Those whose ammo
didn’t fare well cried foul,

threatened lawsuits,
claimed the books 
were cooked and 
generally whined.

Those whose ammo
didn’t fare well cried foul,

threatened lawsuits,
claimed the books 
were cooked and 
generally whined.
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Test setup for FBI auto windshield test.

          



generic products. Ammunition costs are
very much subject to economies of scale.
If you make boatloads of only one item
the unit cost can be held to the lowest
practical level, so if you’ve got one
machine that is dedicated to making just
one load and it runs all the time it can be
very cost effective. Packaging is another
expensive part of the process and a plain
box — be it white, red or yellow —
doesn’t cost as much as one that is
printed in three or four colors. Most
generic ammo is also loaded with
common FMJ or lead bullets, but recently
Winchester has introduced a line of
generic “personal protection” ammuni-
tion with effective hollowpoint bullets. It
is more expensive than generic ball, but
not as high as their premium stuff.

Control of costs is a huge factor in the
ammo business. Folks like us who hand-
load wouldn’t even blink at using a
powder that costs a dollar or two more a
pound, but fractions of pennies can be a
big deal. If you added just two tenths of a
cent ($.002) per round to bottom line cost
that’s $2,000 per million rounds and if
we’re talking about hundreds of millions
of rounds that becomes real money —
real quick.

So we have premium, brand name and
generic levels of U.S. made ammo but
now we’ve got a fourth tier as well — the
imports. Ammo is made all over the
world and the American market is attrac-
tive to manufacturers who operate in low
wage markets such as the former Iron
Curtain countries or Asia. From them we
see both surplus and newly-manufactured
ammo at very competitive prices.

When you look at this big picture it
might be possible to conclude that we’ve
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gone as far as we can go. Not for a
moment do I believe that. As an observer,
I didn’t expect to see several of the things
we now take for granted and we’ve
recently seen new defensive and an ever-
increasing lineup of non-toxic and fran-
gible bullets for training. The lure of
“owning” the defensive ammo business, as
Federal did for awhile, is so great I’m sure
bright engineers are thinking about, or

maybe even testing, new ideas even now.
Police officers and citizens who

depend upon a handgun for personal
defense are far better equipped today
than on that sad day in 1986, but the
bottom line is unchanged. We cannot
depend on any special gun or super-
ammo to solve a problem — unless we
have the ability to operate it
swiftly and efficiently. *

Gelatin block shot with poorly expanding bullet
on left, rapidly expanding on right.

Bullets (Speer Gold Dot) from FBI ammunition test; left to right, bare gelatin, heavy
clothing, auto sheet metal, wallboard, plywood, auto windshield glass.

Golden Saber Mushroom

     



E
ach year the STI/American Hand-
gunner World Shoot-Off shapes
up into a high-intensity series of
focused, sustained personal con-
tests on enough levels to keep
anyone’s concerted interest. This

year, some of the old time, big names and
previous winners were not on-hand due to
scheduling choices and there may have
been collective sighs of relief emanating
from the golden hills of Colorado. 

Missing were revolver whiz Jerry
Miculek and Jerry Barnhart (who usually
comes, teaches, shoots and wins …). Yet,
this ever-eclectic assemblage of shooters,
gawkers, hawkers, kids and general good-
timers still yielded a rip-roaring show
which left everyone with piles of empty
brass and semi-thoughtful concentration

on what needed to be done to make it
back to next year’s event.

Being the 11th rendition of this high-
speed shoot-fest, the crowd of well over
200 shooters from eight countries and 34
states (including 60 first-timers) came
together yet again for the often-stated
“Best damn match there is.” Since STI
came aboard to co-sponsor the match,
things have gotten even more interesting
and, as Don Kemble from STI said,
“Good people, great shooting and the
kind of spirit and involvement you just
don’t see anymore at a match.” Couldn’t
have said it better ourselves, Don. 

Every contestant has a story behind
them and unlike most other matches, the
contestants are drawn from virtually every
other shooting sport. The “fast gun” crowd
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STI/American Handgunner 

World Shoot-Off
Championship
World Shoot-Off
Championship
What it’s
like to eat
dessert
first!
Roy Huntington
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with optics and slick, gussied-up race-guns
show-up, and shoot right alongside the
slow-talking cowboy contingent (who gen-
erally politely ignore the proliferation of
“fancy modern iron”). These gentlemen
and ladies of the old west insist the smoke-
less powder rage is simply a fad and will
soon fade away, leaving the competition to
the “real” guns. 

These single action shooters, many
refugees from the Cowboy Action games
— some heretics wearing ball caps and
running shoes (without spurs) — as
usual fought their own isolated battle as
if they were the only ones there. Gary
Herst was formidable and the often-
winner, Harold harms, was just a bit off
his own usual pace.

This year, a serious competitor
emerged from the more modern crowd in
the guise of one Blake Miguez. He
rapidly had the old salts like Saul Kirsch
and Angus Hobdel wondering what hap-
pened. Angus said, “Suddenly Saul and I
both realized that no one was going to
beat Blake the way he was shooting this
year!”  And they were right.

Strange But True
The STI/Handgunner World Shoot-

Off attracts a powerfully loyal fan. The
fact each stage — and there were 17 of
them (not counting side matches and
other fun stuff) — was a man on man
event makes it the “most fun” as one
youngster said, of all the matches. These
“man on man” stages can also actually be
man vs. woman (the eternal struggle?),
man vs. kid, old guy vs. attractive young
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There were fancy
and not so fancy

guns. Here, the
editor pretends
he knows how 

to shoot ...

Left to right; Blake Miguez —
match winner, STI’s Don

Kemble and young Tanner 
Cunningham enjoy 

the wins.

       



girl and pretty much any other combina-
tion the luck of the draw and the squad
may see fit to render. As Paul Miller said,
“All steel and all shoot-off is like having
dessert for each course of the meal. It’s a
great crowd pleaser and the clang of the
steel falling and that final, not-to-be-
denied clank of the stop plate makes it
hard to hide who’s winning.” 

Usually, only the “big” guys get to
play in the shoot-off’s at most matches.
The regular folks are all eliminated and
then get to sit around and watch the fast
guns have all the fun. Not at the
STI/Handgunner Shoot-Off and it’s for a
good reason. People are here to have fun
and if the fun meter had been turned on
during that week in Colorado, it would
have blown a 1,000-amp fuse.

Part of the fun is the place itself. The
San Juan Shooting Range in Montrose,
Colorado, is a bit of heaven for anyone
who likes things that go bang. Cowboy
shooters, steel aficionados, rifle shooters,
shotgunners and you-name-it are wel-
comed. The facility is first-class, well
thought-out; and the husband and wife
team of Paul and Kerry Miller own it and
run it like clockwork. Besides, the film
True Grit was filmed nearby so you get
an idea of the kind of country we’re
talking about here. A bit of heaven in
these United States.

The concept of the match is Paul’s
alone and for the past 11 years he and his
wife have managed to put it on with the
kind of zeal and gusto that makes people
keep coming back for more. This year’s

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 77

Continued on page 124

This is the kind of concentration that
put Tanner in the winner’s circle.

STI’s Don Kemble, Handgunner’s own Steve Evatt and editor
Roy Huntington joined hands with Kerry and Paul Miller of
The San Juan Range to pull-off this exciting match.
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What is striking when watching these
two gentlemen together, is the vast differ-
ences in virtually everything else about
them. On the surface, the dissimilarities
are like night and day: Pardue is from
Alabama, Osborne from Australia. Pardue
is the boisterous, fun-loving southern boy.
Osborne the quiet, reserved thinker.
Pardue wears Hawaiian shirts, Osborne
starched and buttoned cowboy garb.
Osborne is clean, Pardue is Van Gogh.
The list goes on and on to the point that if
these two men were anymore dissimilar
they’d bounce off of each other like pin-
balls if they ever met in a narrow corridor.

Pat Covert Pat Covert 

Mel Pardue and 
Warren Osborne Excel In 

Both the Custom and Factory Arenas. 

Mel Pardue and 
Warren Osborne Excel In 

Both the Custom and Factory Arenas. 

A
t the 2002 Blade Show in Atlanta I had the unique
experience of dining with two of the country’s top
custom knifemakers, brought together by the com-
monality that both are collaborators in the Bench-

made design arsenal. Mel Pardue, one of the early participants
in what we now call the “tactical folder” genre, is known for
making no-nonsense folders of clean design and strong con-
struction. Warren Osborne is renowned as one of the preemi-
nent makers of fine gent’s folders, not just in the U.S., but
worldwide. They are both seasoned veterans with a huge
amount of respect for each other’s work and, when it comes
to talking knives, they are brothers in steel.

An Osborne interframe with jasper inlays
and gold artistry by Julie Warenski. 

Osborne’s “Wing” dagger
shown here in two styles
of inlays, San Mai Dam-
ascus (top) and gold 
pearl (bottom). 

Osborne’s Model 31 dagger 
demonstrates the knifemaker’s
incredible for modernizing an
age-old subject — in 
Damascus steel 
no doubt! 

Photos: 
PointSeven

Studios

Photo: 
PointSeven
Studios

Pardue Persian brought up to
modern day standards with a

liner-lock and thumbstud .

Photo: 
Jim Weyer
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But things are not always as they seem.
Surfaces can be deceiving. Once you start
digging into these knifemaker’s pasts the
more similar they become. Is Pardue really
the simple country boy he appears to be? Is
Osborne the finely polished man from Oz? 

Contrast & Commonality 
The career stories of Mel Pardue and

Warren Osborne share both common
twists and contrasting ironies. Both share
a rural upbringing. Pardue, whose interest
in knives goes back to age six, was born
in Selma, Alabama and lived there until
his family picked up roots and moved
south to Mobile. At the tender age of ten,
Pardue started making knives on a part-
time basis in 1950, under the tutelage of a
retired railroad engineer. As young as he
was, he knew then that he was hooked for
life. Mel went on to get a college degree
and he attributes his knowledge of
mechanical engineering to much of his
success. Today, Pardue resides in the pas-
toral town of Range, Alabama, where he
crafts hi-tech custom folders for a well-
established base of knife collectors.

Osborne grew up on a dairy farm near
a small township in the central east coast
of Australia. Between his farm duties and
a keen interest in hunting and fishing,
Osborne learned to make knives out of
necessity. His first works were fashioned
from whatever he could find, and he
recalls cutting up more than a few used
crosscut saw blades during his formative

F
actory collaborations with
custom knifemakers have
been all the rage the past
few years, and rightfully

so. It’s a win-win situation for
all parties involved. The manu-
facturer gets a solid design out
of it to boost sales, the knife-
maker gets recognition for
selling his own work, and the
consumer gets an affordable
knife with a pedigree. 

But the bottom line in any
knife is performance, so how do
factory customs stack up in comparison to the original knife-
makers work? Is the switch to different materials such as steel
and handle scales worth the savings? Can production stan-
dards come anywhere close to a handmade?

The answer to all of these questions is simple: it all depends
on the manufacturer. In most factory customs you can expect a
change in blade steel from the knifemaker’s original. This can
drastically reduce the price of a production knife, but it doesn’t
mean you’re getting a drastically inferior knife. There are many
excellent that are not far off more expensive ones like ATS-34
when it comes to cutting and holding an edge. In fact, many of

these are easier to sharpen than more expensive steel.
Knife manufacturers also help keep prices in line by

switching to molded handle scales as opposed to more
expensive and exotic materials that have to be ground by
hand or machine. A prime example here is Zytel, a common

synthetic used in factory han-
dles. Zytel is proven to be both
durable and maintenance free
— and it definitely makes a
knife more affordable.

I’ve actually had custom
knifemakers who have switched
over to manufacturing confide
that their production knives are
better than their customs
because the CNC machining can
hold tolerances better and
reduce the possibility of errors. 

So what do you look for in a
factory custom to assure you’re

getting a good deal and a good product? First, look over the
specs and make sure the blade steel is at the very least second
tier, like 440C or one of the others available. Next, check the
price of the knife. A decent factory custom will run anywhere
from 25-50% the cost of the custom knifemaker’s original. If
a knife is simply priced extremely cheap, then it’s probably
built too-cheap. Also, check out the fit and finish of the fac-
tory knife. If the knife excels in these areas, chances are it will
in all others. Finally, a little knowledge and research can go a
long way toward making a good decision, so
bone-up before you buy. *

Continued on page 96

A slick tactical twosome from 
Benchmade. The Mel Pardue Model 850

(top) and Warren Osborne 770 (bottom). 

A slick tactical twosome from 
Benchmade. The Mel Pardue Model 850 

(top) and Warren Osborne 770 (bottom). 

Clean design is a Pardue trademark, 
exhibited here on a tactical folder with 

Damascus blade and jigged bone scales. 

This is your basic Pardue tactical folder ready for business with
a spear point blade, liner-lock and black G-10 scales.  
This is your basic Pardue tactical folder ready for business with
a spear point blade, liner-lock and black G-10 scales.  

Factory Customs 
VS. The Real Deal 

Photos: 
Jim Weyer

           



Michael Bane: From reading books like
Point of Impact and Hot Springs, which
are so evocative of Arkansas and the
South, a person might get the impres-
sion you grew up south of the
Mason/Dixon line spending your after-
noons toting a shotgun.
Stephen Hunter: Actually, I grew up in
a Chicago suburb in an academic house-
hold — my father was a professor at
Northwestern. Guns were absolutely for-
bidden, taboo, evil. I absolutely could
not have a gun in the house.

MB: So how, and when, did you first
start shooting?
SH: The thing is, I loved guns from the
start. I think my first coherent memories
are of guns. I remember an episode of
Dragnet, I must have been seven or

creepy liberalism when I worked at the
Baltimore Sun and thought all guns
should be banned. But I knew on some
deep level I was denying myself, not
being who I was. I wasn’t a movie critic
yet, and I was on my way to see a movie I
thought might help me along. I got to the
theater early, so I went next door to a
magazine stand. There was a gun maga-
zine on the rack, I remember it had a pic-
ture of the S&W 745 introduction. I
bought that magazine, read it from cover
to cover, then subscribed. It was like I
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Gun-guy and Novelist
Stephen Hunter on Guns,
Gangsters and America.

S tephen Hunter ’s powerful
novels of the Swagger clan,
including Vietnam sniper Bob
the Nailer and his hardcase

father, Earl, have found places both on
the New York Times bestsellers’ list and
in the hearts and bookshelves of gun
owners everywhere. Beginning with
Point of Impact in 1993, Hunter has
created an imposing body of work made
even more powerful by his uncompro-
mising — and dare we say refreshing?
— views on guns and their place in
American culture. For the first time,
Hunter sits down with Handgunner for
the inside scoop on the gun culture’s
preeminent literary voice.

Michael Bane

MAKE
MINE A
THOMPSON

eight years old, which would make it
1953-54, where Sergeant Friday is going
after a fleeing felon. “Be sure to bring
plenty of .45s for the Thompson,” Friday
says. “It looks like he wants to go all the
way...” The next day, I started drawing
guns in my school notebook; all my note-
books are filled with drawings of guns.
And it was phenomenally liberating to
my imagination! I started writing fiction
with guns before I was 10 years old.

MB: But you drifted from the fold?
SH: Okay, I went through a period of

                    



suddenly remembered who I was. I
bought my first gun right after that, a
Taurus PT-99.

MB: Everything changed after that?
SH: Absolutely. I was who I was, and I
was where I belonged. If the world or the
people around me didn’t like it, f**k ’em.
I was going to be myself.

MB: What drew you to the movies?
SH: I liked the stories that the movies
told; I liked the heroes, I liked the adven-
ture. But I was never attracted to the
movies as a career. I always knew I was
going to be a writer. I think that’s both
remarkable and lucky, to know at the age
of 10 who you are and what you’re going
to do. There’s a marksmanship principle
that I try to adhere to in my life: Aim
small; miss small. I knew what I wanted
to do, what I wanted to aim at. 

MB: So here’s the question American
Handgunner’s readers are waiting for:
How did you find Bob the Nailer?
SH: Sometime around the late 1980s, I
read Charles Henderson’s book Marine
Sniper, about Sergeant Carlos Hathcock.
That book was very provocative to me.
Hathcock lost his spotter, and that made
my vision of a sniper even more fasci-
nating. I started thinking about a sniper,
and old sniper with a backpack of grief.
And Bob Lee Swagger was born. That first
book, Point of Impact, was a hellish expe-
rience. It took three years to write and I
made many, many mistakes. At one point,
the book was more than 1,000 pages long,
and still no crime had happened!

MB: Did you ever hear of what Hathcock
thought of Bob the Nailer?
SH: I heard that Point of Impact was on
his bedside table when he died, but that
he probably hadn’t read it. He wasn’t a
man who read books like that.

MB: When you were writing Point of
Impact, did you intend to write other books
about Bob the Nailer and his family?
SH: I had absolutely no idea. In some
ways, I was disappointed in my career,
because every book seemed to be starting
anew. But I didn’t want to be one of those
one-book-a-year guys. But the characters
from Point of Impact lingered in my
mind, and I realized I had to deal with
them ... One discovery led to another dis-
covery, and I found my life’s work. 

MB: The relationship between Bob the

Nailer and his father, Earl, who was
killed early on, is central to the whole
series, if series is the right word.
SH: The model for the relationship
between Bob Lee and his father, Earl —
the cop who was killed by a couple of
punks in a field when Bob Lee was young
— was Ty Cobb. Cobb was a monster in
some ways, but he had a father he adored
who died when Cobb was young. Every-
thing Ty Cobb did was to prove himself
to his father. So I wrote that Earl was a
war hero who was killed when Bob Lee
was young. But I couldn’t get Earl out of
my mind, and I realized that I had to go
back and sort him out. The “Earl” book
became Hot Springs. 

MB: I grew up in Memphis in the 1950s
hearing stories about Hot Springs,
Arkansas — a cross between Sodom and
Gomorrah and hell itself. Hot Springs
was Vegas before there was a Vegas.
How did you discover Hot Springs?  And
why did you decide to place Earl there
after WWII?
SH: I bumbled into it. I had wanted to
write a gangster novel, but a small city
gangster novel. I also wanted to do a
novel set in the 1940s — I liked the
music, the clothes, the cars, but most of
all, I liked the guns. It’s one of those
times when you had a real mix — the
military weapons of WWII, the bank
robber guns from the 1930s, some of the
European semi-autos, Mauser, Lugers and

the like. Plus, the guns of the Old West
hadn’t yet declined in popularity, so you
had Colt Peacemakers and the lever
guns all mixed in with the newer stuff.
Finally, I wanted to write more about
Earl, and I seemed to remember that hot
Springs was a big gangster town. It was
pure luck I discovered in the spring of
1946 there was a gangster war for con-
trol over of the town.

MB: Let’s talk a little about Pale Horse
Rising, your most recent book. It centers
around a really grim Mississippi prison
in the 1950s and a rescue mission by
Earl and an elite posse of — gunwriters!
SH: That book had its origin in the film
version of The Green Mile, which pre-
sents a prison Death Row in Mississippi
in the 1930s as a caring and compas-
sionate place. I knew that such a place
would have been a cesspool of violence,
corruption and racism, and I wanted to
write a Mississippi prison book that sort
of reversed the polarities.

I think of my books by the guns that
were used in them. Hot Springs was my
Tommy gun book. Pale Horse Coming
is my revolver book. My first heroes
were Elmer Keith and those guys from
the golden age of gunwriting. There’s
also something so attractive about those
guns from that time period, those great
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$2,500!

Win This Les Baer CustomWin This Les Baer Custom

Super-TacSuper-Tac
Premier II Premier II 

19111911

The Total Value of 
this memorable 

package is over
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard (no envelopes, please)
and follow the sample shown. Send to AMERICAN HAND-
GUNNER, Dept. H3, P.O. Box 880409, San Diego, CA 92168-
0409. Entries must be received before April 1, 2003.

Limit 1 entry per household. This contest is open to indi-
viduals who are residents of the United States and its territories only.
Agents and employees of Publishers Development Corporation and
their families are excluded from entering. Contest void where pro-
hibited or restricted by law. Winners must meet all local laws and
regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will be
the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be notified by CERTI-
FIED MAIL on official letterhead. No purchase necessary to enter.

Sample
HOM MARCH/APRIL 2003:
Name  ___________________________________

Address _____________ City, State, Zip____________

Email Address _______________________

If I win, please ship my gun through:
Dealer ___________________________________

Address _____________ City, State, Zip____________

Phone (   ) ____ - ________     Store hours __ am __ pm

L es Baer’s 1911s have become the industry standard when it
comes to the 1911 platform — and for some very good reasons.
Les’ penchant for quality drove him to invest in CNC equipment to
manufacture his own frames, slides and other component parts.

Consequently, Les Baer’s pistols have rapidly established a legacy of legendary
performance and, because of strict quality control, Les guarantees the Premier
II series to shoot 3" groups at 50 yards. 

Every pistol, every time. 

Taking the concept of the Premier II a step further, Les Baer has expanded
the envelope, adding features like night sights and their special “BEAR COAT”
anti-corrosion finish for on-duty toughness. Called the Super Tac, this superla-
tive pistol ranks as one of the top tactical or duty pistols ever. 

From Benchmade comes this stupendous custom folder, based upon their
Model 690 Clip. From the blade etching with American Handgunner’s logo and

LES BAER CUSTOM, INC.
29601-34th Ave., Hillsdale, IL 61257

(309) 658-2716; www.lesbaer.com

BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC.
300 Beavercreek Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045

(503) 655-6004; www.benchmade.com

MILT SPARKS HOLSTERS, INC.
605 E. 44th, #2, Boise, ID 83714

(208) 377-5577; www.miltsparks.com

full carbon fiber scales, to the Damasteel blade, jeweled inner liners and highly
polished hardware, this one-of-a-kind Benchmade is a perfect companion piece. 

The Milt Sparks NP-1 Sharkskin rig shows its Bruce Nelson heritage and the
Milt Sparks penchant for quality and “no-limits” workmanship. The midnight
black sets-off the NP-1 (for Nelson Patriot) and together with the Super-Tac and
Benchmade folder, it’s an integral part of this fighting trio!

• National Match 
grade forged frame, 
slide and barrel

• Baer beavertail grip safety

• 30 LPI checkering

• Tuned for total reliability

• Low mount tritium 
adjustable sights

• Beveled mag well
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Single Action Kit Guns. These are small,
easy to pack, easy to shoot revolvers. The
type all kids can start with and, if the
truth be known, all adults still enjoy. I
can’t emphasize enough that kids and
men and women who are beginning to
shoot should start on the right track with
revolvers that won’t beat them up. These
little guns fit the bill tidily.

Ruger’s two new offerings, both in
stainless steel, are the resurrected .22
Bearcat, and the .32 Magnum Single-Six
with a new grip frame. Ruger’s Bearcat
entered the .22 scene in 1958, and it was
clear this little single action was defi-
nitely inspired by the old Remington
1858 Pocket Revolver.

Unlike the Single-Six, the Bearcat fea-
tures a one piece grip-frame/mainframe
combination, originally cast from alu-
minum alloy, which later was replaced
with steel. The Bearcat has been espe-
cially popular with those who must con-
sider weight. Backpackers, hikers, fish-
ermen, smokejumpers, anyone who
wanted a lightweight .22 that would carry
unobtrusively reached for a Bearcat. 

The .22 Single-Six is one of the great
sixgun success stories of all time. The
original models had a flat-top frame with
a drift adjustable rear sight, and by the
time the New Model arrived in 1972,
nearly 600,000 Single-Sixes had been
sold. In the 1980s, a new cartridge called
the .32 H&R Magnum arrived. When
Ruger chambered the Single-Six in .32
Magnum in 1984, the little .32 had finally
found a home worthy of its potential.

When Ruger switched to New Model
production with a transfer bar safety in
both the Single-Six and Blackhawk
series, they elected to drop the Bearcat
rather than add a transfer bar. The Bearcat
was resurrected in 1993 and is now avail-
able in a stainless-steel version complete
with a transfer bar safety. However,
unlike the Single-Six and the Blackhawk
sixguns, the Bearcat features a half-cock
notch on the hammer.

With the Bearcat being offered in
stainless steel — and the arrival of the
stainless steel Single-Six in .32 Magnum
with a shorter grip frame — I decided to
order both as test guns with the idea of
my grandkids being the testers. Once
these Rugers arrived, Elyse Panzella, age
17; Laura Seals, age 16; and Brian John
Panzella, age 9, joined me to test Ruger’s
newest Single Actions. 

The Good and the Bad
The Bearcat has a very small grip

frame that fits the smallest of hands, yet
also works in my large, stubby-fingered
Grandpa hands. The newest .32 Magnum
has a 45⁄8" barrel and features a new
shorter grip frame. The kids all liked the

SIXGUNNER
Continued from page 49
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Totally internal
laser sights

for 
semiauto
handguns

The most reliable, precise
laser on the market

Use with any grips,
tactical lights & holsters

www.lasermax-inc.com

800-LASER-03

DECAL GRIP®

Simple, Inexpensive 
and Effective Enhancement

Just peel and adhere
in less than 60 seconds!

Available for GLOCK, HK“USP”
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY “XD”,
HS2000, TAURUS MILLENNIUM

“PT” AND KAHR “P&PM”

www.decalgrip.com

Works wet,dry,
hot or cold!

...COMBAT
READY!
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THE AMAZING “Wear What You Want” CONCEALED HOLSTER
NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW YOU’RE CARRYING.

THE IDEAL DEEP
CONCEALED HOLSTER
THAT YOU’LL WEAR

ALL YEAR LONG.
PERFECT FOR NORMAL
RIGOROUS ACTIVITY.

QUICK ACCESS TO
YOUR WEAPON.

Imagine the freedom of
wearing shorts, jeans, sweats, slacks, T-Shirts, even swimming trunks.  Leave your shirt neatly tucked in or, take your SHIRT OFF!
Imagine a holster with no clothing restrictions! Worn on the hips for all day & night comfort sitting or standing - designed by a
wearer.  THUNDERWEAR™ has sizes to conceal large autos such as 45’s down to 22’s and every weapon in between. Perfect
for revolvers.  “USED BY UNDERCOVER POLICE, FBI,”

ORDER TODAY 1-800-830-3057 Credit Card Orders
$44.95 plus $8.95 S&H  NY residents add 8-1/2% tax

or FAX YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE 888-830-3058 or  516-877-2048

Defense Security Products
3-01 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 108, OLD BROOKVILLE, NY 11545

Visit our “Secure” Homepage - http://www.thunderwear.com

DEFENSELESS

COMPLETE COMFORTTHINK AGAIN!!

TOTALLY CONCEALED

Phone Number (    )____________ Waist Size: _________Right Left      Gun Make _________Model #________
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way this grip frame mated with their
small hands, and I found it quite usable
by tucking my little finger under the grip.
The .32 Magnum Single-Six, which looks
much like a slightly miniaturized
Vaquero, should find great favor with
younger kids and those with small hands
who enjoy Cowboy Action Shooting. 

I was disappointed to note the Bearcat
came with ill-fitting grips. This was easily
solved when I remembered I still had the
original grips from my son’s Bearcat of
30 years ago.

Could they possibly fit? 
Not only did they fit the newer grip

frame, they also matched up better than
the current factory stocks. The false ivory
grips on the .32 Single-Six are an excel-
lent fit, however. But, as I have found
several times before, someone at the fac-
tory is too ham-handed with a screw-
driver. One grip was cracked. 

This problem was easily solved with a
pair of custom ivory-style grips from Get-
A-Grip. They had sent me a box of sam-
ples just before the Rugers arrived. One
pair happened to not only be the new
shorter size, but also had a hidden screw
inside the right grip panel that gave the
appearance of Colt-style one-piece grips.
They fit very well, feel just right, and
look awfully good. 

One other problem surfaced with the
Bearcat. Or the ammunition used. Or
perhaps a combination of the two. The
Bearcat features recesses in the back of
the cylinder for the .22 case heads.
Match up a maximum recess in a
cylinder with a minimum rim thickness
and a misfire is possible. 

Misfires happened once with both
CCI’s Green Tag and  Mini-Mag, once
with Remington’s High Velocity, and twice
with Federal’s High Velocity. Of the five
misfired cases, four ignited on the second
try. Perhaps this Bearcat has one cylinder
recess that is deeper than the others. 

It always pays to check any revolvers
with recessed cylinders with a variety of
ammunition. No malfunctions of any kind
occurred with the .32 Magnum Single-
Six, nor were any other problems encoun-
tered with the .22 Bearcat.

Easy Handling
Both of these little sixguns feature

fixed sights. They are very close to being
dead-on for windage, while both shoot
low with most ammunition. It would be
an easy task to sight them in perfectly. 

There is quite a variation in the point
of impact of various .22 Long Rifle loads,
so it would be necessary to make a choice
before filing on the front sight. My unso-
licited advice to Ruger is to give us a
Bearcat with adjustable sights. This little
.22 is too sweet not to have the advantage
of being sighted in perfectly.

Although both guns are stainless steel,
they are quite different. The .32 Magnum
Single-Six is all steel and brightly polished.
The smaller Bearcat is a satin-finished
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stainless steel with an aluminum alloy
ejector rod housing. The hammer is a wide,
Super Blackhawk-style hammer. 

Cylinders are quite different, other
than just in size. The .32 Single-Six has a
normal, fluted cylinder, while the Bearcat
cylinder is non-fluted and features
engravings of both a bear and a cougar, as
well as the words “Ruger Bearcat” on the
main part of the cylinder and “.22 L.R.”
at the rear of the cylinder.

Trigger pull on the 22-ounce Bearcat
is 76 ounces, which is much too heavy
for a gun this size. I normally prefer a
trigger on an everyday workin’ sixgun to
break at 48 ounces. The .32 Magnum
fares better, coming from the factory 2
ounces shy of 4 lbs. By removing one leg
of the trigger return spring from its post
on the grip frame, the trigger pull came
down to 44 ounces.

This is just fine as it is. However, once
these test guns are purchased — and my
grandkids insist they be purchased — I’ll
have my gunsmith see if he can bring the
trigger pull on the Bearcat down to
between 3 and 4 lbs. 

Shoot ’Em Lots
One can see from the faces of the kids

in the pictures that we had a great time
testing these little sixguns. We shot paper,
we shot cans, I even spent some real
enjoyable time hip shooting with the .32
Magnum. I had quite a bit of odds and
ends in .32 Magnum ammo leftover and
lying around, so what better way to burn
it up and retrieve the brass than by hip
shooting .22 cartridge boxes? 

With eight grandkids in the family —
and several of them fast approaching the
“gun of my own” category — I predict
both of these little sixguns will be in the
Taffin family for quite awhile.

The Bearcat will spend many years
traveling in backpacks, fishing tackle
boxes, pockets, anywhere a small space is
encountered that will accept this diminu-
tive .22. Add the fact it’s stainless steel, and
it will be a most valuable sixgun for years
to come. Someday one of my grandkids
will take one of their grandkids shooting
with this same .22 Bearcat. I’ve no doubt.

And the .32 Single-Six? It should ride
on many a hip traveling over sagebrush
covered deserts, into the foothills,
through timbered areas and on to moun-
tain tops. Anywhere there is no chance of
encountering a large dangerous animal,
but where the feel of a sixgun on the hip
brings great comfort. Whether the
varmints encountered might have two
legs or four. 

And the unanimous vote?
Just look at the grins. 

For more information, contact Sturm
Ruger & Co. Inc., 200 Ruger Rd., Prescott
AZ 86301-6181, www.ruger-firearms.com;
Get-A-Grip, TL Walters, P.O. Box 3227,
Coeur d’Alene ID 83816; (877) 770-
0011; www.pistolgrips.com

*
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“The cartridge feed system is the weak
link on any magazine fed firearm. I con-
sider the M1911 .45 acp pistol the worlds
finest close quarter fighting weapon.....
and for the best magazine to feed the
M19ll, I recommend and use Wilson
Combat magazines. Wilson magazines
are the choice of both the US Army and USMC top special operations
units that prefer and issue the .45 M1911. When the FBI set out to
select a custom .45 acp M1911 pistol for their SWAT operators, long
before the final pistol was chosen, Wilson Combat magazines were
specified as the one they want. Nearly every professional that I know
chooses the Wilson brand of  M1911 magazine for their own use....
In fact, the Wilson Combat 8 round .45 magazine has become the
industry standard.”    Ken Hackathorn, Tactical Shooting
Instructor, Gun Writer, Founder IPSC & IDPA

Legendary Reliability...

Wilson Combat®/ScattergunTechnologies™
2234 CR 719-150

Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com • info@wilsoncombat.com

          



By the way the “tail gunner” still
works everyday and shoots skeet, clays or
hunts every weekend. Good for him.

Some Final Thoughts 
Most documentation shows the 1911

pistol and it’s variants as being the most
prolific handgun used by Americans in
combat. But, there are plenty of docu-
mented photographs showing revolvers
smack-dab in the middle of combat. For
instance, there is a dramatic photo taken
at Tarawa showing a Marine
approaching a bunker area entrance with
a 1917 Smith & Wesson .45 caliber
revolver. It’s cocked …

Whether or not they are effective,
whether or not “we” like them, handguns
did, and do, have a place in combat.
Either as a comforting tool or as a close-
quarter fighter, handguns served a pur-
pose in World War II. And they beat an
entrenching tool every time.

I read every citation for every Medal
of Honor awarded to Americans in World
War II as part of my research. The cita-
tions pay no attention to politics, reli-
gion, the color of skin or ethic back-
ground, and every American should read
them. You’ll then grasp who paid for the
freedoms we all enjoy.

Some of the heroes are remembered,
but many perished in obscurity in
flaming, flak-riddled hulls over Ger-
many and Iwo Jima. These, and the
Sailors who were incinerated in
Kamikaze and U boat attacks; the G.I’s
and Marines who filled the dirty frozen
or wet foxholes of Attu, Normandy,
Tarawa, Africa and Italy are
the ones. They paid the price.

Books: Medal of Honor Recipients 1863-
1994, Lang, Collins & White; One
Damned Island After Another, Howard
Whitley; Flying Boxcars, Col. Edwin B.
Miller, Jr., U.S. Infantry Weapons of
World War II, Bruce Canfield. World
Wide Web: John Spangler and Marc
Wade, WW II weapons /holsters and
period equipment, www.oldguns.net Oral
interviews: C.W. Staples. through his son
Rick Staples, Overland Park, Kansas.
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Many perished in
obscurity in flaming,
flak-riddled hulls 
over Germany 
and Iwo Jima.
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Smith & Wesson revolvers.
I began Pale Horse with the idea of a

posse of those great gunwriters riding to
the rescue. My homage to the Good Old
Days that never were! (Editor’s Note: The
posse referred to includes revolver legend
“Ed McGriffin,” ex-Border Patrolman
“Charlie Hatchison,” author of Second
Place is No Place “Bill Jennings,” war
hero and movie star “Audie Ryan,” Win-
chester ace “Jack O’Brian and, of
course, “Elmer Kaye” and his legendary
hotted-up 44 Special.)
MB: What guns are particularly provoca-
tive to you these days?
SH: I’ve been in a Peacemaker state of
mind lately. Plus Smith & Wessons from
the 1930s and 1940s. Both of those types
have those incredible lines, that incred-
ibly high level of artistic rendering. I’m
also starting to get a taste for .45s, maybe
a genuine WWII 1911. Pale Horse got me
focused on revolvers, though. Revolvers
are such fabulous contraptions, as 19th
Century as the day is long, but still
modern in a way. I just love ’em.

MB: Is there a “Holy Grail” gun that
you’d love to own?
SH: I’d love a perfect example of a
Thompson submachinegun; one of the
M1A1 cheap military versions they
made during the war. There’s something
about those guns and their lines that’s
just legendary to me. They’re so pro-
foundly American.

MB: That’s true. You can’t imagine a
Thompson as anything but American.
SH: Somehow, guns represent their coun-
tries’ national character. In WWII, for
instance, American just couldn’t produce
a Schemeisser. When we did — the M3
Grease Gun — it just looked American.
We imprint our national character on our
guns. Only the British could make a
Webley; only the Germans could make a
Luger, and only America could make a
1911. That’s fabulous to me.

MB: As a movie critic, what do you think
is the best “gun movie” ever made?
SH: The Wild Bunch, of course. I really
love that movie! The guns used are central
to the ideas expressed in the movie. It’s
set in an age when the ways of the Old
West are giving way to the new ways.
Pike, the character William Holden plays,
carries both a Peacemaker and a 1911 .45.
The people who made the movie thought
very seriously about what the guns were
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expressing — the guns weren’t there just
for show. By the way, did you know that
in the movie Holden didn’t actually carry
a 1911? They couldn’t get the .45 to work
reliably with blanks, so they used a Star
Model B in 9mm. Same thing in Saving
Private Ryan — I asked Spielberg about
that. I found that out about the Wild Bunch
at the NRA Firearms Museum show on
great movie guns. I got home at 9 PM. By
9:17 I’d logged onto the Internet, and by
9:18 I’d purchased a Star Model B and
arranged to have it sent to my local dealer.
Hey, it’s a better gun than you’d think!

MB: I see where Hot Springs has been
optioned  and a script is circulating. Who
would you like to see play Earl Swagger?
SH: Tommy Lee Jones. He’s a little too left
in his thinking, but he’s a good gun owner.
He’s got that blunt Southernness and would
make a good Earl. But the studio wants a
younger guy and that’d be terrible to me.

MB: The next adventure?
SH: It’s set in 1953, and Earl goes to
Cuba to assassinate Castro. Watch for it
in mid-2003.

A couple of days after this interview,
the following message showed up in
Bane’s e-mail: 

“Hey Michael. You didn’t ask me
this, but I think it fits. Frequently I hear,
‘I love your books except for all that
gun stuff. Why don’t you just cut the
gun stuff and just tell the stories?’

That misses the point: the stories start
with the gun stuff because it’s the guns,
really more than the words, that are at the
center of my imagination. Show me a pair
of ballet slippers, a pencil, a microscope,
a dog or a president, and ask me to write
a story, and here’s what you’d get: zilch.
My brain doesn’t work that way. Show
me, say, a well-used Colt 1911A1, built in
the year 1934 and suddenly I’m excited:
Hmmm? Marine Corps? Used in
Nicaragua and China? Or a mobster’s
gun? Or maybe in the holster of a western
lawman, fighting against enforcers from a
copper mining company. Or a D.A. in
Chicago. Or a woman fleeing a brutal,
drunken husband. 

My imagination is the only thing I have
and it’s how I make my living. The guns
are absolutely at the center of it, the one
thing that stimulates it to produce images,
characters and, most of all, energy. You
can’t write 12 books in 20 years while
holding down a fulltime job and
raising a family without energy.”

Frequent contributor  Michael Bane’s
first novel, All Night Radio, is also sched-
uled for mid-2003 release, albeit on a
much smaller scale. In the meanwhile,
he’s happily playing with a new .223
Contender barrel from Mr. Politically-
Incorrect himself, J. D. Jones. 

*
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He’s Not Smart 
Enough To
Appreciate Jail

A
judge in Roanoke, Virginia,
handed out a suspended sentence
for bank robbery when he became
convinced that the defendant was

too stupid to know how dumb he had
been. Also, Maurice Dooley didn’t think
he had robbed a bank, and couldn’t
understand why anyone would think so.

Maurice, who is not a customer of
Southwest Virginia Savings, entered that
establishment to cash a check. The teller
explained that he couldn’t cash it;
Dooley’s not a customer, and the check
was not drawn on that bank. Dooley then
told him that he had a gun, and he should
“Try again.” The teller relented and
agreed, but only if he could photocopy
Dooley’s driver’s license. Dooley handed
it over, the teller ran a copy, and the rest
is as dumb as Dooley. 

SEE? I TOLD YOU
THERE WAS A 
PROBLEM!

S
lowly but surely, the former
Soviet Asian republic of Kyr-
gyztan is sorta draggin’ into the
latter half of the 20th century,

and one of the modern problems they’re
having to face is alcoholism. It’s a tough
sell in the Islamic country, because offi-
cials don’t want to admit there are so
many drinkers, much less drunks, in the
“alcohol-free” nation. At least one group
was recently convinced.

The government was hosting a con-
ference on alcohol abuse in the capital,
Bishkek, when the electric power sud-
denly went off and the windowless inte-
rior meeting room was plunged into
darkness. Deputy Prime Minister Nikolai
Tanayev demanded an answer, and a half
hour later, the cops gave it to him. On a
hilltop at the edge of town, a bunch of
drunken hunters were target-shooting at
the ceramic insulators on Bishkek’s pri-
mary high-voltage lines. Even blasted
themselves, they finally blasted the lines
down, cutting power to a
third of the city. *
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When my wife, who understands,
accepts and even aids my passion for six-
guns, presented me with the great birthday
present last year of a pair of 4" Model 24
.44 Specials made by Smith & Wesson in
1983, it seemed logical to me to equip
them with Keith ivories — even though
that would cost more than the sixguns.
The arrangements were made to ship both
guns to Bob Leskovec to have them fitted
with matching grips — that is, one set to
be carved on the right panel and the other
on the left. With the guns, I sent both pic-
tures of Keith’s original grips as well as
the ivory polymers Leskovec had pro-
vided a few years earlier.

In a word, the grips he produced are
exquisite. Carved from beautifully grained
ivory, they set this pair of Smith & Wesson
.44 Specials way above the ordinary. They
fit perfectly and feel great. Leskovec can
duplicate the grips for any Smith &
Wesson, Colt or Ruger single action.
There’s only one problem. Now these .44
Specials virtually beg to be engraved.

Knife Art
Speaking of engraving, I know of no

one better qualified to engrave the above-
mentioned Smith & Wessons than Dale

TAFFIN TESTS
Continued from page 36

Miller. Dale has done two 3rd Generation
Colt Single Actions for me. The first one,
a 4" nickel-plated .44-40, is found on the
back of the dust jacket of my book Action
Shooting Cowboy Style wearing stag
grips. It is a most beautiful sixgun. In
addition to the .357 Magnum, .45 Colt
and the .44-40 chamberings now offered
in 3rd Generation Single Actions, Colt
made a small run of .38-40s in the 1990s.
The 4" Colt .38-40 is a very special
sixgun to me as it was the first centerfire
handgun I ever owned. It was 1957, the
gun was from the turn-of-the-century, and
naive teenager I was, I let it get away. I
always regretted that, so when Colt
announced .38-40s would be available
once again for the first time in half a cen-
tury, I immediately ordered one. 

The early .38-40s often had accuracy
problems as the barrels were oversized.
Not so with the 3rd Generations. They
have tight barrels, properly sized cham-
bers, and they shoot superbly. When
Eagle Grips announced their line of Ultra-
Ivory grips, this .38-40 was fitted with
one-piece style grips with a longhorn steer
carved on the right panel. Stan, one of the
gunsmiths at Shapel’s, asked me if I had a
sixgun on which he could perform an
action job and tune-up — just to show me
what he was capable of. The .38-40 was
turned over to him and the result was a
most excellent job of ’smithing. Unfortu-
nately Stan left Shapel’s shortly thereafter

and I have lost touch with him.
I now had an excellent shooting, beau-

tifully timed and tuned, ivory stocked 4"
.38-40 Colt and the only thing left to bring
this sixgun to total perfection was for it to
be engraved. It was sent to Milt Morrison
of Qualite Pistol & Revolver to be disas-
sembled and prepared for engraving and
then shipped on to Dale Miller.

Beautiful seems to be a most inade-
quate word to describe this .38-40. Per-
haps the pictures will do a better job.
Miller covered most of the barrel, frame
and cylinder with scroll work and also
carried out this same theme on the back-
strap, allowing some room to have my
name engraved in the future should I so
desire. I really do not know how to judge
engraving. I will say I do not think it
could be any nicer than this. To comple-
ment Dale Miller’s engraving, Milt Mor-
rison of QPR finished the project with
one of his Black Diamond bluing jobs.
No one can surpass Milt when it comes
to beautiful bluing. Unlike rifles and
shotguns, which are superb working
tools, handguns are personal. Ivory
stocks and engraving make
them even more so.

For more information, contact Bob
Leskovec at Precision Pro Grips, (724)
449-8360; Dale Miller, (307) 534-5871;
Milt Morrison at Qualite Pistol &
Revolver, (888) 762-303.

*

           



years. In 1978 Osborne found his way to
the U.S., not as a knifemaker, but to
pursue a career in training cutting horses.

Osborne honed his knifemaking skills
during the 1980s with the help of custom
knifemaker Tom Overeynder, of Texas.
Overeynder, a highly respected knife-
maker in his own right, taught Osborne
the basic art of folder making that he has
taken to such a high level today. 

Distinctive Paths
Both Osborne and Pardue achieved

fame during the latter part of the 1980s
when the “fancy folder” market was at its
peak. These were feast days for the knife-
makers, a time when a base model inter-
frame-style folder might cost a thousand
bucks or more and custom engraving
could add three or four times that to the
equation. Both Osborne and Pardue were
considered among the elite of custom
knife artisans of this period and by the
time the market tanked in the early
nineties both had firmly etched their
names in the minds of serious custom
cutlery enthusiasts.

In the early 1990s the fancy folder
market began waning. The heir-apparent
to the upscale folder was an all-new
breed of folding knife: the “combat” or
“tactical” folder. Earlier developers of
this modernized style of fighting knife
were custom knifemakers Bob Terzuola,
Ernie Emerson and Kit Carson. Egged on
by the decline of the high-end folder and
a renewed interest in tactical goods
spurred by the Gulf War, collectors and
users alike began snapping them up as
fast as the knifemakers could make them.

The decline in fancy folders and rise of
tactical fare had an effect not unlike
throwing a hand grenade into the pile of
custom knife makers. Early progenitors of
this new breed of tacticals saw their busi-
ness take off and many of the high-end
makers — some who had no understanding
of the genre whatsoever — jumped ship
and fell in line behind them. Caught up in
the transition, Pardue and Osborne chose
distinctively different paths. 

Pardue’s knives had all the necessary
ingredients found in tactical folders. He
was already well versed in the much-
revered Michael Walker liner-lock mecha-
nism — the overwhelming choice among
early tactical folder users. Further, Mel’s
designs tended to be sanitary and larger in
size, dovetailing nicely with the physical
attributes tactical consumers desired. He
quickly became entrenched into upper
echelon of makers on the forefront of the
new tactical folder generation.

Warren Osborne chose to stay the course
and continue making fancy folders. While
the demand for high-end folders had drasti-
cally decreased, it did not totally go away.
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With his reputation for making some of the
finest gent’s folders on the planet, Osborne
was able to maintain a good living selling
knives to the high-end collectors that have
always appreciated such fine work. 

Both men are perfectionists. Pardue
may have a joking and fun-loving
demeanor, but when it comes to talking
knifemaking, he gets downright serious.
He has a deep understanding of all
things mechanical, and can go on for
hours on topics like “holding toler-
ances” and “custom fitting”. Such per-
fection doesn’t go unnoticed in his
folders. He is a master at precision and
this, combined with a inherent sense of
clean design, has gained him his lofty
reputation in the industry.

Osborne’s knives are nothing short of
pure artistry, “edged jewelry” if you will.
He makes his knives with all the precision
of a fine Swiss watch, each part meticu-
lously fitted and impeccably finished.
Osborne has a knack for taking traditional
knife designs and bringing them up to
modern day standards with stylistic touches
and state-of-the-art precision. Simply
stated, Osborne can take a classic design
and turn it into contemporary masterpiece. 

Exemplary Edges 
Mel Pardue and Warren Osborne make

knives by commission only, attesting to
the level these two knifemakers have
achieved. Pardue’s knives start at four
hundred dollars and can reach into the
thousands, depending on material
demands. The price on a base level
Osborne is around eight hundred and
tops-out at just over two thousand. Such
pricing may come as a shock to the
average knife buyer, but is very much in
line to those who collect custom fare.

The good news is that you can find
affordable versions of these knifemaker’s
work in the Benchmade catalog, and they
are constantly adding to the line.
Together, there are over a dozen Pardue
and Osborne designs in the Benchmade
line, so the hard part is
choosing a favorite. 

For more  info rmation contact  
Warren Osborne, (972) 935-0899,
www.osborneknives.com; Mel Pardue Knives,
(251) 248-2447, www.pardueknives.com;
Benchmade Knives, (800) 800-7427,
www.benchmade.com 

Is Pardue really the
simple country boy 
he appears to be? Is
Osborne the finely 

polished man from Oz?

*

The Wishbook Of
Gunsmithing

Everything
You Need To

CATALOG
ALL NEW

FOR ’03

Repair, Customize and Personalize Handguns, Rifles and Shot-

29,000 In-Stock Items
Tools, Jigs, and  Fixtures To
Build and Repair Handguns,
Shotguns and Rifles - Hot and
Cold Bluing - Parkerizing - Bake-
On Finishes - Color Case Hard-
ening, Checkering -    Books -
Wood Stains and Finishes,
ACRAGLAS® Bedding Products,
Competitor Plus™ Slings,

The Brands You Want and
Need: Ahrends - Birchwood
Casey - Brown - BoMar - Choate
- Clark - Colonial - Dewey - Dou-
glas - Davis - EGW  - Hogue -
Kings - Leupold -  Marbles -
Michaels - Millett  - Novak -
Pachmayr - Power - Redfield -
Shilen - Timney - Weaver -
Weigand - Williams - Wilson

444 Page Catalog only $ 5.00  ($ 10.00 Overseas), refundable on first order, FREE to full and part-time gun-
smiths or any other business; discount pricing available. Everything we sell is 100% GUARANTEED - Period.
Brownells, Inc., 200 S. Front St., Dept # 119, Montezuma, IA  50171  Orders: 800-741-
0 0 1 5

®


Get Ahead Of The Pack With New
CUSTOM INNOVATIONS FROM CLARK!

CUSTOM GUNS, INC.
MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH GUILD

Dept. H . 336 Shootout Ln.. Princeton, Louisiana 71067
1-318-949-9884 . Fax 1-318-949-9829 .

Toll Free Ordering: 888-458-4126
Shop Online http://www.clark custom guns.com

Long Slide 
Also Available...
Call For Quote

CLARK CUSTOM
LIMITED STI CONVERSION

Traditional Clark Custom Accuracy, Reliability and Trigger work PLUS...THR Tech-
nologies Grip Modification, Clark’s Exclusive Big Bushing, EGW Reverse 
Plug, Durable Powder Coated Slide / Brushed Hard Chrome Lower, STI Magazine
Well, EGW Fiber Optic Front sight and MMC Low mount adjustable rear sight.
• $2,550 Complete Gun
• $1,950 Conversion on Customer Supplied STI Frame Kit

POWDER COATING
Slide is pictured with Silver Vein Powder Coating over
hard chrome base.  Powder Coating is available in a variety of other colors
including Basic Black, Vermillion, Bright Red, Lime Green, Chevy Orange, Grape
Flake, Translucent Teal, etc.  • $250 as pictured.

THR TECHNOLOGIES GRIP MODIFICATION
as pictured in 25th Anniversary American Handgunner
(performed on your grip plastic - 2 week turnaround)

• STI / SV Plastic $75 black / $85 colors •Ruger 22/45, P-95 & P-97 $95.00 black /
$110.00 colors (purple, blue or red) • Glock $125.00

(one of the toughest  
non-metallic finishes 
available anywhere)

                                  



Visit on the web:
GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

which Joe Bonar orchestrated  a fine
trigger job. Also fitted by Bonar is an Ed
Brown Memory Grip Safety, a Brown
Tactical Thumb Safety, and Brown’s 30
LPI checkered mainspring housing and
Ultra Lite “no bite” hammer.  

The front strap of this gun is perfectly
machine-checkered with 25 LPI by
master machinist, Pete Single, after
which Joe beveled the mag well. Joe then
gave the entire gun Novak’s reliability
package and “Carry Bevel” job, where all
exterior sharp corners are subtly blended.
The entire pistol was then fine bead
blasted and blued. Yes, the entire pistol,
including the Damascus slide was blued.
This was the first time one of Caspian’s
Damascus slides was blued — and left
that way. Since these slides contain both
carbon and stainless steel, they are nor-
mally left in the white to enhance their
beauty with a natural patina. However,
Wayne Novak had other ideas.

Recognizing the glamour of a stan-
dard unfinished Damascus slide, Novak
nonetheless, elected to try the blued
route. Bluing stainless steel requires a
special operation using special chemi-
cals and just a dash of magic — but the
result is clearly more than worth the
work — and risk — involved. Actually,
one would describe the finish as matte-
black, as the surface was first bead
blasted. This subtle texture causes the
bluing to darken as it absorbs the light
cast upon it. Looking like nothing I’ve
ever seen before, this snake-skin Dam-
ascus Novak seems as if i t’s being
silently observed under the midnight
moon...waiting to strike.

The final touch to this special Novak
1911 is a set of exotic walnut stocks by
Spegel. If all the special treatment to this
unique pistol was not enough to set it
decidedly apart, it is the first 1911 to be
equipped with the new Novak Xtreme
Duty Adjustable Sight, and what better
way to introduce this new sight but riding
on the back of this snake? 

We Actually Shot It
This pistol literally cried out to be

test-fired, and having always been one
to come to the rescue of a cry, I could
not resist. No, I did not torture-test by
any means. Far from it. I merely fired it
for familiarity, and to shoot a few record
groups. With as perfect a fit as one
could ask for, the pistol performed as
well as any other 6" long slide 1911 I’ve
fired — and probably better with its
Match trigger breaking cleanly at about
2.5 pounds.

But a moment more on the new sights,
which helped to make testing a breeze.
Nearly identical to the Lo Mount in shape
and size, the difference in the Xtreme
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MIDNIGHT
Continued from page 52

Extended Slide Lock for $9.95 P.P.D.

GLOCK®

• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS
Manufactured in the U.S.A. by:

Ranch Products, PO Box 145, Malinta, OH 43535-0145
www.ranchproducts.com • 313-277-3118

CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!
You’re licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.  
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
W eapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious message. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and
insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

24 Hour Hotline909-943-6769
THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. H0303,
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491
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Duty is its telltale kingpin located at the
lower front. Not really a pin, this hinge
consists of two pin-like plungers, one on
either side of the sight with a coil spring
between them. With a larger diameter
inside the sight leaf itself, these plungers
are reduced in size where they lock into
the ears of the sight base. Although quite
robust, the system is not unlike the
retaining pins on a watchband. 

Swinging up and down on the
plunger pins, the sight leaf contains the
sight notch, and this can be had in
black, white outline, tritium, or Ghost
Sight notch. Elevated by a simple coil
spring, the leaf is click adjustable via a
click adjustable elevation screw.
Windage is accomplished by loosening
the main retaining screw and drifting
the sight base. Beauty is often found in
simplicity and this is about as simple as
you can get — hence the beauty
inherent in the design.

But I digress. With its long slide
soaking up most of recoil, firing the pistol
was as tame as the purr of a contented
kitten. As is typical of 6” 1911 pistols,
cycling of the slide was noticeably slower
than with a standard 5" gun firing the same
cartridge — but not by much. A peculiar
feel, and not as, shall we say “frantic,” as a
shorter slide. It added a sense of relaxation
to the shoot. By the time the pistol went
back into battery I was just about back on
target. Wonderful.

In the accuracy department, 5-shot
groups at 25 yards measured less than 2”,
shot from sandbags, with many holding
at close to one inch. Even better, the gun
never malfunctioned during our rela-
tively brief tests. 

I know I’ll probably never own this
or any other comparable Novak Custom
Damascus Long Slide 1911, but I’ll cer-
tainly own a number of Novak’s new
Xtreme Duty Adjustable Sights on my
other 1911 pistols. This is the most user-
friendly adjustable combat pistol sight
I’ve ever used. By the time you read
this, the Novak Xtreme Duty Adjustable
Sight will be available for not only the
1911, but also other
popular pistols. 

For information contact Novak Design,
(304) 485-9295; www.novaksights.com;
Caspian Arms, Ltd., (804) 472-6454;
www.caspianarmsltd.8m.com; Ed
Brown Products , (573) 656-3261;
www.edbrown.com

The result is 
clearly  more than
worth the work — 

and risk — involved.

*

     



Murry seemed casual and friendly at
first, chatting about Sue’s daughter. Soon
Sue politely asked him to leave,
explaining that it was 8 PM and she had
to be up for work at three in the morning.

“Casper’s” attitude changed instantly.
He had a long criminal history, and had
learned that his menacing glower could
intimidate people, but Mrs. Gay knew his
kind and was unfazed by his sudden nasty
expression. He growled that he wanted a
glass of water before he left, and she
stood up and went into the kitchen to get
it for him.

When she returned, everything had
changed.

Taking Hostages
What Sue Gay sees when she walks

back into the room freezes her for a
moment. Casper is holding The Boy with
one arm and pressing a carpet cutter
against his throat with the other. Like
most Americans, Mrs. Gay has not
thought much about the lethality of such
an instrument until its use on September
11 of the previous year hammered the
lesson home. Now she understands that
the child is in lethal danger. So does he;
beneath the mop of blond hair, The Boy’s
face is deathly white in fear. Casper
snarls coldly, “Nothing personal.”

Then, with unpredictable sudden-
ness, the intruder shoves the boy aside
and lunges at the woman, seizing her
instead and putting the razor-sharp
blade against her throat. “Put the water
down,” he growls, “and take me to
where the guns are!”

So that’s i t ,  she realizes.  Her
daughter must have told him about her
late husband’s gun collection. Give guns
to this dangerous wild man? “No,” she
gasps, “I won’t do it!” Then she turns
desperately to the boy and blurts, “Call
nine-one-one!”

The child sprints from the room and
dashes up the stairs. Casper seems uncon-
cerned. He is focused on the guns, and he
presses his blade harder against his new
hostage’s neck.

What he cannot know is that The Boy
has run upstairs for something other than
the telephone. He bursts into his mother’s
bedroom and darts, with certain knowl-
edge, to where the guns are. His right
hand seizes the Llama .45 pistol, and with
his left he scoops up his late dad’s 12
gauge shotgun, a slide action Savage
Model 30.

As he rushes back downstairs, The
Boy’s mind is racing as fast as his legs.
Which should he use? He remembers
his dad showing him the awesome
power of the shotgun, but he also
remembers that the crushing recoil
knocks his small frame backward. He’s
bigger now, but not that much bigger.
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AYOOB FILES
Continued from page 42

Scope Mount/Comp
Optional

Adjustable Sight5 Year Warranty
No Fitting Required
50 Yard Accuracy

Marvel’s 1911 .22 Conversion
Fits Government or Commander
STI - PARA- SVI
Scope Mount or Adjustable Sight

winner of the 2001 world steel challenge rimfire event
2001 american handgunner/sti world shoot-off rf event

first - master civ. agg- mayleigh cup - camp perry

Used by Team Dillon and team Leupold
1911 “Single Stack” $355.00

STI/PARA/SVI $375.00

ORDERS 1-800-295-1987
Marvel Precision • www.marvelprecision.com

2330 STATE HWY 33 CRETE NE 68333

Sub  1” 50 Yard Groups
Test Target Provided
Soft Custom Case

50 yard target
80 rounds
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Besides, he cannot remember if the long
gun is loaded. He knows, however, that
the pistol is always loaded.

He reaches his decision at the same
time he reaches the bottom of the stairs,
and tosses the Savage onto the carpet,
out of reach of the bad man who is
holding the person he loves most in the
world. The Boy takes the pistol in both
hands and goes into the Isosceles stance
his dad taught him, body erect, legs
locked, arms straight out.

It seems to Sue Gay as if the pistol is
pointed directly at her. She knows it is
loaded, too. The thought that goes
through her mind is, “If he pulls the
trigger, I’m going to die.”

Something similar is apparently going
through Tony Murry’s mind, too. Des-
perate to hide from that gaping gun
muzzle, he jerks his hostage around,
trying to get her more squarely between
himself and the child with the gun. But
he is a big, strong man, his strength out
of control with intoxication and excite-
ment, and he swings the woman too far.
The momentum carries her to the oppo-
site direction, and for an instant, the side
of the home invader’s body is completely
exposed to The Boy and his pistol.

Carefully aligning the sights and
holding the pistol steady as he was taught
so long ago, the child thumbs off the
safety catch and squeezes the trigger.

The blast of the .45 rocks the room.
Standing erect, weighing only 70-

some pounds, The Boy is jarred back-
ward by the recoil of a 230 grain bullet
departing the pistol at a velocity of 850
feet per second. The gun climbs, momen-
tarily obscuring his view, but he instantly
pulls it back down and prepares to fire
again if he must.

But he doesn’t have to. Casper has
moved away from his mother, who is
standing stunned but unhurt, and now he
is rushing to the door. The Boy sees him
fumble with the lock, get the door open,
and disappear outside.

He runs to his mom, and sets down
the heavy pistol. Sue Gay hugs him, then
hastens to the door to lock it behind the
man who has fled. Then she grabs the
nearest phone and dials 9ll.

For Sue Gay and The Boy, the night-
mare is over.

Outside, the criminal is running
down an alley near the Gay home,

For an instant, the side
of the home invader’s
body is completely
exposed to The Boy

and his pistol.

• Available in .243, .260 or .308 Caliber
• Stainless Steel Models
• Five Durable Camo Finish Options
• Full Range of Tactical Furniture & Accessories

Visit our website or send $3 for a catalog:
www.dsarms.com • dsarms@earthlink.net

THE IMPROVED 21ST CENTURY VERSION
OF A LEGENDARY BATTLE RIFLE!

DSA’s Medium Contour Rifle would
be ideally suited as a countersniper
or sniper support weapon, while the
carbine would serve as an excellent
CQB to medium range weapon...”

Charles Cutshaw, Guns & Weapons
for Law Enforcement,

September 2001

TM

T H E  2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y  F A L

SA58
THE CHOICE OF PROFESSIONALS

P.O. BOX 370 • BARRINGTON, IL 60011 • TEL: 847-277-7258 • FAX: 847-277-7259
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impelled by the instinctive need to get
away from what has hurt him. The 50
yard dash has been accomplished in five
seconds flat (Kirk Clayton, Calgary,
1970), and what the drug- and alcohol-
abusing criminal lacks in athletic talent
he can make up in motivation. But no
one is timing him, and Tony Murry will
not cross the 50 yard line.

He can feel his body failing him, the
knees wobbling, the dizziness. The bullet

has caught him high in the chest and
punched through his thorax sideways. It
is a Winchester Black Talon, and as the
sharp petals of its jacket peeled back,
they tore through his aorta before the
bullet came to rest — fully expanded as
if in a Winchester ad — in the opposite
side of his rib cage.

Murry’s blood squirts from the ripped
vessel as if from a high pressure faucet,
filling his chest cavity and emptying his
blood vessels. His blood pressure plum-
mets. He has gone perhaps forty yards
from the Gay home when his knees
buckle and he pitches forward, sprawling
face down on the dirty floor of the alley.

The blood fills his chest cavity,

inducing hemothorax, the liquid pres-
sure squeezing down his heart and
lungs. There is not enough blood pres-
sure to sustain consciousness, and the
darkness closes over him. His heart
beats wildly, but it does not have enough
blood to pump. The blood vessels are
beginning to collapse, with too little to
keep them filled. Hemorrhagic shock.
The sirens are audible now, but Murry
can no longer hear them.  

And soon, the darkness has claimed
him permanently.

Tony Murry was pronounced dead
that night at the hospital emergency
room. After reviewing the facts, St.
Joseph County prosecutor Toth told
reporters, “The young man reasonably
believed his mother and himself to be in
danger of dying. It was clear to us this
was a justifiable homicide.”

Mrs. Gay, who had lived for 23 years
in the house where the shooting took
place, announced she was moving to the
country.  Murry,  who had flatly
answered “drug dealer” when asked his
occupation on the occasion of his most
recent arrest ,  cleared a couple of

“He did what he had to do. That’s an unfortunate
burden for an 11-year-old to have on him .



pending felony trials from the local
docket with his death. His past record
included several convictions for rob-
bery and theft.

At the time, Toth said to reporters, “He did
what he had to do. That’s an unfortunate
burden for an 11-year-old to have on him …
it’s a tragic situation. Even though this indi-
vidual who got shot was attempting to rob this
mother and her son, he’s still somebody’s son,
and obviously this 11-year-old boy was placed
in a situation no young person should ever
have to face.” 

Mrs. Gay said, “I don’t know how he
did that. One shot and he got him. He’s my
little hero.” She later added, “He’s proud
of himself. He feels bad he took a human
life. But he didn’t want to lose me. He lost
his dad three years ago to a heart attack.”

Toth tells me that The Boy has under-
gone routine psychological counseling
and seems to be doing fine.

Lessons
This was not the first time a child

has had to use deadly force in defense
of self and family. It has happened
before. A stalker entered the home of
his ex and her new lover and shot them
both, and the man’s older son. He in
turn was shot and killed by the man’s
12-year-old son, with a Ruger Single
Six .22 revolver the lad had permission
to keep in his room. 

The youngest such defender I know of
was a pre-school boy in California who
put his mother’s Raven .25 automatic to
the head of the man who was attempting
to beat her to death, and pulled the
trigger, killing the attacker instantly and
saving his mother’s life. Also in Cali-
fornia, there was a case of a maniac with
a pitchfork who broke into a home and
attacked the children who were there. A
teenage older sister, unable to access her
parents’ locked-up guns, jumped out a
window and ran to a neighbor’s house,
begging for a weapon. He refused to give
her one, instead calling the police. When
officers arrived, they were forced to shoot
the killer to death, but he had already
murdered the children remaining in the
house. These kids’ grandmother has since
become an advocate for armed citizens’
rights of self-defense, and has stated pub-
licly that if the girl had been able to reach
a gun, she would have been able to save
her younger siblings.
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If the girl had been
able to reach a gun,

she would have 
been able to save her

younger siblings.

SEE SIGHTS LIKE YOU’RE 18 AGAIN.
The Merit Optical Attachment is an instantly adjustable aperture
that eliminates fuzzy, out of focus sights and targets. It attaches
securely to the shooter’s glasses with a rubber suction cup.

• Works with bi- and trifocals
• Compact and lightweight
• Satisfaction guaranteed
• Made in the USA since 1934

Merit Corporation Dept. AH
P.O. Box 9044

Schenectady, NY 12309
518.346.1420www.meritcorporation.com

Call or write for a free catalog or visit us on the web

CORPORATION
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The Boy made the correct decision in
going with the pistol. Investigation
showed that the shotgun he had also
grabbed was in fact unloaded.

The Boy told investigators he was
very careful to aim the gun with the
sights and squeeze the trigger, exactly as
his adoptive father had shown him. In
this situation, point shooting would have
been a recipe for disaster. 1911-style pis-
tols with short-reach triggers serve well
in very small hands, and this incident
was a case in point.

While the shooting in question was an
“instant, one-shot stop” in terms of con-
cluding hostile activity, it should be
noted that with a fully-expanded, high
tech .45 hollowpoint in his chest, the
aggressor was able to cover forty yards
before collapsing. Medical professionals
tell us that if the brain is fully oxy-
genated at the time of injury, a person
can continue conscious, purposeful
activity for up to 14 seconds even if
blood flow is completely shut off. A lac-
erated artery does not necessarily shut
off blood flow completely. 

Could Murry have used his last few
seconds to kill his hostage and attack
The Boy with his carpet-cutter, or per-
haps attempt to disarm him? Yes, but I
suspect that if he had done either this
resolute young man simply would have
shot him some more. Only cowards
threaten women and children, and this
particular coward chose flight instead
of fight when The Boy turned the tables
on him.

We all know the saying, “If you give a
man a fish, you’ve fed him for a day. If
you teach him how to fish, you’ve fed
him for life.” The corollary is that if you
use force to protect another, you have
protected them for the moment, but if
you teach them how to protect them-
selves and others, that protection also
lasts for life.

In going over the case in his office
with Reichard and I, Prosecutor Toth
mused, “The Boy’s adopted father
showed his son gun safety and marks-
manship and responsible firearms han-
dling. In doing so, he probably saved the
life of his widow and the child.”

Amen to that. Chris Toth owns a defen-
sive handgun of his own, a 9mm Beretta.
He has already taught his own
young son how to use it safely. *

This particular
coward chose flight
instead of fight when
The Boy turned the

tables on him.

a r t an edgewith

Julie Hyman | 4811 Otter Creek Lane • Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 sharptalk@attbi.com

www.arizonacustomknives.com  • 904.273.0222

A large selection 
of handmade and 

production knives

Wilson Combat® Tactical Combat sights for all GLOCK* models,
featuring our patented "Combat Pyramid" sight picture for the fastest
possible sight acquisition.  The bright green front tritium insert and
subdued yellow rear inserts further enhance your ability to fire accu-
rate shots rapidly even in low light conditions.  Tactical Combat
sights are completely snag-free and are the optimum carry gun sight.
Sights are fully machined from solid steel barstock and are finished
in matte black.  Sights are easily installed at home with no special
tools required.
Specify GLOCK* model when ordering.  Also available for all 1911
model pistols including Kimber* model handguns.
$139.95 per set or send your slide in for
professional factory installation for
only $175.00 (plus shipping and handling).

Wilson Combat®/ScattergunTechnologies
2234 CR 719-149

Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com • info@wilsoncombat.com

Tactical Sights for GLOCK* Handguns

US Patent # 432,618

* Registered trade name of other company not owned, associated or to be con-
fused with Wilson Combat®.
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CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC.
www.cylinder-slide.com

P.O. Box 937AH  Fremont, NE 68026 -- www.cylinder-slide.com
Ph: 402-721-4277 • Fax: 402-721-0263 • ORDER LINE: 1-800-448-1713

TO ORDER CALL: 
1-800-448-1713

3/4 gal. - $34.95
1 3/4 Gal. - $52.95 (Pictured)

4-gal. size - $99.95
Freight Free in Continental US

Better "Crud Cutting"

The fast, 
easy way 
to clean 

and lubricate 
your guns.

DUNK-IT®

FEATURED PRODUCT

Just remove your grips, place your gun
in the DUNK-IT® bucket and let the
cleaning agent go to work. It loosens
built up crud and carries away most of
the residue. The DUNK-IT® cleaning
solution also contains a lubricant, so
there will be a light film of quality lubri-
cating oil left on your gun. Works with
most firearms including Glocks.

Cylinder & Slide 1911 Pistolsmithing School
6-10 Oct 03 (Limited to 6 Students)

• Learn professional pistolsmithing theory
• Learn the techniques needed to build a "state of the art" tactical 1911 pistol

You will learn basic operating function through individual part's design and function. Instruction
includes basic maintenance through complete preparation of a pistol and the installation of
after market accessory parts needed to produce a "state of the art" tactical pistol.

Visit www.cylinder-slide.com for more details...

Cylinder & Slide Web Site
Recently re-designed, this web site includes:

• Complete information on all custom work
• Photos and specifications on complete guns, ready to ship
• Secure on-line shopping for all Cylinder & Slide parts 

and accessories
• Articles and photos published about C&S custom 

handguns and products
• Special offers for web site users
• Technical information section
• and much more...

Cylinder & Slide Catalog
Not on-line yet, well our fully illustrated catalog is still available. It is full of technical informa-
tion and all the high quality C&S parts and accessories. Order the catalog for only $4.00 by
calling 800-448-1713. 

A True Custom Shop
C&S specializes in customizing Colt, Ruger, and Smith & Wesson revolvers and Walther,
Beretta, Sig, Glock, 1911 and Hi-Power semi-autos to YOUR specifications.
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Increase your practice and decrease
your cost. Reload with the best — Star-
line Brass. With Starline, 
practice makes perfect “cents.”

Family owned 
& operated

Order Factory Direct 
on-line at 

www.starlinebrass.com
or call 1-800-280-6660.

Made with Pride
in the USA

CALIBER
32 32 S S & & W W LONGLONG
32 32 H&R H&R MAMAGG
32-2032-20
7.62X25 7.62X25 TTOKAREVOKAREV
30 30 MAMAUSERUSER
380 380 AAUTUTOO
9MM9MM
9MM+P9MM+P
9X219X21
9MM 9MM LARGOLARGO
9MM 9MM WIN WIN MAMAGG
9 9 SUPER SUPER COMPCOMP (9 (9 x x 23)23)
9MM 9MM MAKARMAKAROOVV
356 356 TSWTSW
38 38 SUPERSUPER
38 38 SUPER+PSUPER+P
38 38 SUPER SUPER COMPCOMP
38 38 SHORSHORTT COLCOLTT
38 38 LONG LONG COLCOLTT
38 38 S&WS&W
38 38 SPECIALSPECIAL
38 38 SPECIAL+PSPECIAL+P
357 357 MAMAGG
357 357 SIGSIG
38 38 CASULLCASULL
360 360 DDWW
41 41 COLCOLTT
40 40 S&WS&W
10MM10MM
10MM 10MM MAMAGG

NEW H UNPRIMED BRASS

400 400 COR-BONCOR-BON
40 40 SUPERSUPER
41 41 MAMAGG
414 414 SUPER SUPER MAMAGG
38-4038-40
44-4044-40
44 44 RRUSSIANUSSIAN
44 44 COLCOLTT
44 44 SPECIALSPECIAL
44 44 MAMAGG
445 445 SUPER SUPER MAMAGG
44 44 AAUTUTO O MAMAGG
45 45 AAUTUTOO
45 45 AAUTUTO+PO+P
45 45 SUPERSUPER
460 460 RROOWLANDWLAND
45 45 WIN WIN MAMAGG
45 45 S&W S&W SCHOFIELDSCHOFIELD
45 45 COLCOLTT
45 45 LONG LONG COLCOLTT BLANKBLANK
5 5 in in 1 1 BlankBlank
454 454 CASULLCASULL
480 480 RRUGERUGER
40-6540-65
45-7045-70
45-90 45-90 (2.4)(2.4)
45-100 45-100 (2.6)(2.6)
50 50 AEAE
50 50 ALASKANALASKAN
50-150-11010

CALIBER

1300 West Henry Street  • Sedalia, MO 65301 
This is a partial list. Call for a complete list of
products, prices and delivery.Prices include shipping and handling on brass only within the

United States except Alaska and Hawaii. Add 35¢ per $100
ordered for shipping insurance. Prices are subject to change
without notice. TERMS:  Payment must accompany order.
VISA, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, cashier’s
check, money order, personal checks accepted. Orders subject
to check clearance.

“Starline provides
the highest quality
brass available
and that is why I
choose it for 
competition.”

Rob Leatham
10 Time USPSA

National Champion

              



to retain Alan Corzine as a consultant.
Corzine, formerly vice president of
research and development for Winchester,
is an extremely competent engineer. This
is from personal experience, for I have
been fortunate to watch the development
and testing of Winchester’s Fail Safe,
Black Talon and SXT bullets during
Corzine’s watch. He worked on testing
and refining the design of the Hex Bullet.

Now Taurus has not built an ammo
plant in Miami. And the finished product
you see here represents the collaborative
efforts of Morrison, Barnes, Corzine,
Hodgdon, St. Marks Powders and PMC
ammo. And here’s how it came to market.

Barnes made the bullets. Hodgdon
developed the load using a powder pro-
vided by St. Marks. PMC provided the
brass and loads the ammo. Taurus distrib-
uted it to the market.

As far as handgun ammo is concerned,
the Taurus Hex bullet represents a very
different approach. The 185 gr. pure
copper bullet is loaded to nominal veloci-
ties. Remember, you do not have to have
screaming, or even +P velocities, to get
good bullet performance. Our testing has
been somewhat limited due to available
ammunition, so we did testing that pro-
vided the most information with a rela-
tively small amount of shooting. There
are three factors to consider. In order of
importance, they are: reliability, bullet
performance and accuracy. 

If rule number 1 of gunfighting is,
“Have a gun,” I’d like to see it amended
to, “Have a gun that works.” 

While reliability of modern pistols is
greatly improved over older guns, we
need to be sure our gun works with the
chosen ammo. The Hex bullet has to be a
bit longer than a customary lead core
bullet because of the lighter weight of
copper. Many conventional 185 gr. hol-
lowpoints are about 0.5" long. This is the
limiting factor in the shape of the bullet’s
nose, but since copper is lighter, the
bullet has to be longer — about .725" —
allowing the nose to have a longer, more
gradual taper. At least in theory, this
shape will feed very easily. Each of the
guns shown in the table was fired 15 to
20 times with the Taurus ammo. There
were no malfunctions.

The other thing you’ll notice is the hol-
lowpoint cavity is wide and deep and you
can see the six skiving marks inside the
cavity that determine the bullet’s expan-
sion characteristics. You’ll also see traces
of black in the skiving grooves and at the
bottom of the hollowpoint. This is simply
an artifact from an annealing operation
during manufacture, and is insignificant.

The final observation is there is a
dimple at the very bottom of the hollow-
point cavity. The first time I saw something
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HEX BULLET
Continued from page 55

KARAMBITKARAMBIT
WWW.WWW.

.COM.COM

SHARP
CURVES
AHEAD

SHARP
CURVES
AHEAD

(866) 852-7262
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like this was during Corzine’s development
of the Black Talon bullet. The purpose is to
provide a small reservoir for debris or cloth
so fluid can enter the upper portion of the
hollowpoint and initiate expansion. Once
expansion starts the material is not a major
factor in the finished diameter.

What’s The Real Truth?
Bullet performance is hotly debated by

self-anointed experts who tell us “this” or
“that” is the “best.” Many preach velocity
above all and present opinion as fact. I
wonder how they can be so certain? Indeed,
one person’s “one-shot-stop” conclusions
and criteria may fail miserably when faced
with data from another, reliable source.

The FBI concluded that penetration in
10-percent ballistic gelatin should be a min-
imum of 12". That too can be debated, but
allowing for the huge variability in size of
human beings and the angles at which they
are shot, 12" should reach the middle of the
chest on most. It's hard to argue with a
demand for as much expansion as possible.

And that’s what the Hex bullet does.
We tested it by shooting into cali-

brated 10-percent gelatin, and the same
material covered with the FBI’s standard
“heavy” clothing which consists of layers
of denim, down, flannel shirt and T-shirt
material. Another heavy clothing arrange-
ment consisting of four layers of denim,
flannel and T-shirt material was also used.

Just a glance at the test results shows
the Hex bullet works. There is no mean-
ingful difference in expanded diameter
between bullets fired into bare gelatin and
that covered with heavy clothing simu-
lants. We see, as expected, a slightly
deeper penetration as a result of the
clothing. Accuracy is comparable to other
good defensive bullets and not an issue.
The velocity level is appropriate for the
bullet weight and compares with those of
other manufacturer’s loads with the same
weight bullet. Recoil is comparable and
manageable. The .45 ACP load is just the
first in a series. We can expect to see .38
Special, .40 S&W and 9mm loads with
the Hex Bullet in the future.

We need to end with a note of caution.
This is truly outstanding ammunition but
it’s not the long-sought magic bullet.
They still do not exist. The ultimate suc-
cess of any defensive encounter is still
the responsibility of the shooter — not
the bullet. But having said that, good
ammo certainly helps in the equation (see
“Gelatin Test Results” chart).

While the data speaks very elo-
quently for itself, it does show the slight
increase in penetration predicted due to
the effect of the heavy clothing. The dif-
ference in recovered weight is due to
fiber remaining in the
bullet cavity.

For more information, contact Taurus
International Manufacturing, 16175
Northwest 49th Ave., Miami, FL 33014,
(800) 327-3776, www.taurususa.com

*
Call for the location of your nearest dealer
800-438-4747 or 805-239-1440 fax 805-239-2553

PO Box 1138, Paso Robles, CA 93447  
www.hoguegrips.com

MasterCard

Free Catalog 1-800-GETGRIP

HOGUEHOGUE
www.getgrip.comwww.getgrip.com

Fine Handgun Grips have
been made by Hogue for over 30
years, from soft rubber and 
exotic hardwoods such as
Pau Ferro, Goncalo Alves,
Kingwood, Coco Bolo,
Tulipwood, Lamo
Camo and Rosewood
Laminate. Grips 
are available in a
variety of styles 
for most makes 
& models.

Cowboy Action
style grips are
also available in
black and white
Micarta, Ebony,
Walnut, Ivory and pearlized polymer.

Shotgun & Rifle Stocks
are OverMolded™ with soft
rubber for Remington,
Winchester, Mossberg,
Ruger and AR-15 style 
rifles also 10/22 and 
New! Mini 14/30.

Exotic
Hardwoods

Soft Rubber

Micarta
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If Colt would lower their prices so mere
mortals could afford their excellent SSAs
and other fine firearms, then we would
have no need for clones. But I can’t
afford tradition and logos anymore, so I’ll
settle for a good AWA clone. If Colt
wants to keep the respect of the world’s
shooters it had better display more
internal character and business sense. 

As for Brownell’s, raise your hand
if you think of any other catalog in
their league.

Peter Nunez
Euless, TX

1911 Hysteria
Hey, if you don’t like the 1911 arti-

cles, reach down with your hand, take a-
hold of the page, and give it a good turn.
There, it’s all gone now. Give it a rest and
get a life!

Jack Feinward
Via e-mail

Male Chauvinist Pig
Good job (Nov/Dec)! I  really

enjoyed the overall mix and found the
Gila Hayes piece on “First Day Jitters”
for women extremely informative.
(Yeah, I’m a male chauvinist pig, but at
least I know it). The Colt New Service
piece by Gary Paul Johnston and the
John Wesley Hardin pieces were superb.
Keep it up!

Frank James
Via e-mail

What? No Response?
I wrote 5 e-mails to gun magazines

asking about 1911 pistols, and you were
the only one to answer. Thanks very much!

Pedro Mori
Via e-mail

Flushing Toilets
I just finished reading the Industry

Insider article in the
November/December issue about the Colt
suing American Western Arms and I have
to say, “Thank you, Colt.” I had been
waffling about whether or not to buy an
AWA revolver, but Colt’s lawsuit has
made up my mind. If Colt thinks that
AWA single-actions are so well made
they could be mistaken for a Colt then
that’s good enough for me — I’m buying
one. AWA products do lack one crucial
feature that the Colt SAA has — an
absurdly inflated price.

Actually, the AWA gun also lacks one
other Colt feature — the rampant pony
and the heritage and history thus repre-
sented. But Colt management has been

SPEAK OUT
Continued from page 18
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trying to flush that down the toilet for
decades and this lawsuit is just another
pull of the handle.

Tom Killgore
Owasso, OK

Python Hospital
Recently one of my Colt Pythons

became ill. The problem was the DA
trigger pull timing was not what it should
be. I sent it to Colt for repair, bracing for
the worst. A few days later, Colt responded,
telling me the repair would have no charge.
The repair yielded a DA trigger pull that is
beyond expectations. Colt also included a
new safety and instruction manual. Colt
has added me to their “customer for life”
file. It’s nice to experience this type of ser-
vice in this day and age. Thank you Colt!

D. Helms
Via e-mail

PACT Perfect?
I would like to express my apprecia-

tion for the unparalleled service offered
by PACT Inc. Earlier this year I sent the
Townsville Pistol Club’s two timers, one
a Pact IV the other a Pact III, back for
repair and tune-up. What arrived back in
return mail were two brand new Pact IVs,
plus sensors, all for the cost of the sen-
sors and postage only. Such service
deserves the highest expression of thanks
the Club and I can offer. 

It just goes to show that we can trust
our shooting compatriots before just
about anyone else.

Geoff Rath
Via e-mail

100 Yard Wonder
If I hadn’t seen it I wouldn’t have

believed it. After reading “Ayoob Vs. The
Machine” in the May/June 2002 issue, it
made me think of something. My friend
David Bradshaw was hunting two years
ago when his .308 rifle took a dump and
he wounded a whitetail. He ditched the
.308 (literally) and lungshot the running
buck with his own Les Baer Super Tac.
When we pulled the hide, two perfectly
mushroomed Remington Golden Saber
230 gr. JHPs fell out.

Bradshaw’s groups with the Les Baer
commonly run under 3" at 100 yards, and
that’s for five shots! Hell of a deal, I’d
say. It can be done.

Brownie Linder
Via e-mail

High School Kids
In the Nov/Dec 2002 edition of Hand-

gunner, I came across your article about
“Pre-Emptive Strikes” and it inspired me.
The article spoke of the taboo that has
been placed on firearms over the past few
years. It also brought to light the clean-
cut fact that guns are not against the law.
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The Second Amendment is self-explana-
tory. I applaud you for this short but
motivational piece.

Vanessa Oler
High School Student

Via e-mail

I feel I must chastise Dr. Merrell of
Dallas, TX (Speak Out Jan/Feb). You may
call Sarah Brady a hypocrite, because I
believe she is. You may call her an elitist,
because I believe she is. You may even call
her a liar, because I believe she is. But
NEVER, NEVER, NEVER call her two-
faced. If she were truly two faced, I’m sure
that she would wear the other one …

Jack Williams
Saint Joseph, IL

Skeeter Knew
After reading the article by Roy Hunt-

ington on XS Sight Systems (July/Aug
2002) I began a re-read of “Hoglegs, Hip-
shots, & Jalapeños — Selected works of
Skeeter Skelton, Vol II.” In an article
written in November 1967, Mr. Skelton
says: “For combat and snapshooting, a
better rear sight would be a very shallow
V notch…” used with a front bead. It’s
interesting that it took nearly 35 years for
someone to figure out there are other
sight systems than the old bullseye setup.
The XS system should be just the ticket
for quick shooting. It’s a shame it takes
us so long to wake up.

We should have listened to Skeeter.
Jane & Paul Davenport

Via e-mail

Springfield The Best?
If Alex Hamilton wonders why the

Gold Cup is the only product that does
not work, does not perform the function
for which it was intended, and thinks the
Gold Cup is the ONLY gun that fits the
description, he has not shot many pistols.

The exception is Springfield Armory
products. All of mine have continued to
perform flawlessly. However, if I knew
the number of good guns that were ruined
by an “outside person,” then I’d be “hog
swallered” too!

Jim Robb
Via e-mail

Att’a Boys
A couple Christmases ago my wife

gave me a CRKT tactical knife. Through
carelessness I lost a screw from the belt
clip. I phoned CRKT’s 800 number with
credit card in hand, and a pleasant young
lady answered and listened to my whining.
I told her I wanted three screws and she
asked me for my shipping info which I
promptly gave to her. She then thanked me
and said there was no charge. Five days
later the screws arrived. Imagine that.
Great service and great people.

I have subscribed to AH for some time

        



AMERICAN HANDGUNNER™ welcomes letters to the
editor for the Speak Out column. Letters should be type-
written, but legible handwriting is acceptable. Letters
must be less than 350 words.  We reserve the right to
edit all published letters for clarity and length. Due to
the volume of mail, we are unable to individually
answer either written correspondence or e-mail. Send
your letters to Speak Out , American Handgunner, 591
Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA  92108;
internet: www.americanhandgunner.com

114 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MARCH/APRIL 2003

now — after my friends quit letting me
borrow their copies — and love it! 

Richard Brewer
Via e-mail

I’ve been a loyal reader for some time
now and I never see articles on affordable
guns. Like most red-blooded Americans I
spend what I make, and with today’s
economy it’s tough for most of us to pur-
chase these sweet $2,000 1911s, Glocks
or Sigs. So I went out and bought a $100
Hi-Point .380 ACP. It hasn’t failed me yet
and hopefully never will, but my question
is,  can we see some articles on these
types of guns, accessories for this gun
and maybe even some history? 

Josia Curtis
Via e-mail

Josia, check out the American Handgunner
Tactical Annual (on sale on newsstands or
available from us) for a hard look at sev-
eral makes of inexpensive handguns,
including your very own Hi-Point. Editor

The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and
virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or
backup weapons.  The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-
grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular
revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos.  Also Walther P-38 and P-
88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.
The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.
The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxu-
rious black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for dura-
bility, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus
$4.95 shipping and handling.
A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.Catalog $3.00

LAW
CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027

Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com

email: lawconceal@aol.com

"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW”™
The Ultimate in Comfort, Concealment and Versatility

LCS II IN RH & LH FBI FORWARD TILT POSITION

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

Fits like a 2nd Skin 

REMEMBER ---"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 391-6665

BASE PINS
FOR SIXGUNS

Ruger & Colt 
Single Action Army and Replicas
Tired of chasing basepins that won’t

stay in? Want your SA cylinder to have
a little less play? The answer is

Belt Mountain Basepins!
John Taffin

Belt Mtn. Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 3202 • Bozeman, MT 59772

Phone & Fax 1-406-388-1396
Check, Money Order, Mastercard, Visa

Money back if not satisfied!

www.beltmountain.com

DOT the i® with a BO-MAR
• Target • Combat • IPSC • Police •
•Tactical • Muzzleloaders • IHMSA •

• USPSA • SRT •  IDPA • ETC
www.bo-mar.com

Main Distributors: Gil Hebard Guns
Ph: (309) 289-2700 Fax: (309) 289-2233

Brownells, Inc.
Ph: (641) 623-5401 Fax: (641) 623-3896

BO-MAR
COMBAT

SIGHT
Serrated

blade®

BMCS®Pat. Reg. #1,157,220

                                              





Pro-Ears announces the release of their “Predator”
electronic headsets. Just like it’s big brother, the
“Dimension”, “Predator” has Dynamic Level Com-
pression at an affordable price of $159.96 MSRP.
Now everyone can enjoy the benefits of Pro-Ears
compression technology and protect their hearing
while still hearing everything around them. For a
dealer in your area, call (800) 891-3660.

PREDATOR
Pro-Ears 

:
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SPOTLIGHT For more information on seeing your product featured in “Spotlight” contact, Steve Evatt (619) 297-0205

Combining the attributes of a steel reac-
tive and a man-sized cardboard silhouette,
the Merkel True Target is a break-through
in tactical/self-defense training. Designed
by Paul Merkel, a former Marine
infantryman and a current Police Officer,
the True Target was developed with the
needs of Law Enforcement, Special OPS,
and anyone seeking practical firearms
training in mind. For more information
contact Law Enforcement Targets at (800)
779-0182 or visit them on the web at
www.letargets.com.

Here’s a revolu-
tionary nifty
enhancement
that’s available
for five popular
polymer frame
self defense
handguns: Glock,
H&K USP, The
Springfield XD,
The Taurus Millen-
nium PT, and
Kahr P and PM
models. Polymer frame pistols are great but the
one downside is they can become slippery with
use, especially with sweat. Decal Grip from
Grupo Mercari has the solution to the problem.
Made from specially pre-cut textured materials
that include a self adhesive backing; the Decal
Grip is an inexpensive yet very effective
enhancement to any polymer pistol. For more
information, visit www.decalgrip.com or e-mail
at decalgrip@decalgrip.com

.450 AUTOBOND PISTOL
AND AMMUNITION
Bond Arms Inc. 

SURESHOT LASER LIGHT
QuickFireSPECIAL EDITION

PISTOL CASES
DoskoSport

DoskoSport’s Special Edition Single Scoped
Pistol Case, and Special Edition Four
Pistol/Accessory Case feature stylish lines that
add strength and improve handgun protection.
Both Special Edition Pistol cases include tough,
snap-over latches that secure case contents
and steel hinge pins that increase the cases’
durability. Call (888) 70SPORT or visit
www.doskosport.com for a retailer near you.

LaserMax Inc., manufacturer of the world’s
only totally internal laser sight, is pleased to intro-
duce two new gunsight lasers for the popular SIG
models P239 and the P245. The addition of these sights
adds to the existing SIG line: P220, P225, P226, P228,
P229. LaserMax laser sights require no smithing. The
user simply drops the laser sight into place, replacing the
recoil spring guide. Each LaserMax sight is pre-aligned at the factory and carries
a 3-year warranty on all but its expendable parts. For more information visit
LaserMax at www.lasermaxinc.com.

SIG P239 AND
P245 SIGHTS
LaserMax 

VISULOCK LLC
VisuLock 

MERKEL TRUE
TARGET
Law Enforcement Targets

The .450 AUTOBOND is the fastest 1911-style production pistol made.
Muzzle velocity of the .450 with 100 grain bullet averages 2,300 fps
with a kinetic energy of 1174 ft.-lbs., making this ammo more powerful
than the .44Mag. Both the .45 ACP and the hotrod .450 AUTOBOND
ammo can be shot interchangeably in the .450 AUTOBOND pistol. For
more information, visit us on the web at www.bondarms.com or call
(817) 573-4445 for a dealer near you.

SureShot Tactical is an innovative clip-on device
that integrates the laser with a LED flashlight. The
LED light features smooth, pure white beams, and
can be operated individually for routine or emer-
gency situations. The one-piece design allows the
user to effortlessly attach and detach the
laser/flashlight in seconds, and the pistol can be
carried in a standard holster without the unit
attached. Infrared upgrade is available for law
enforcement and military professionals. For more
information, visit www.lasermodule.com.

VisuLock is designed, developed and marketed by gun
owners who saw the need for a gunlock that was safe
and reliable, yet allows a firearm to be used for
defense purposes within a few seconds. The VisuLock
design uses a Security Cartridge, Security Rod, a Secu-
rity Cable with a loop at each end and a Padlock. The
components secure a firearm so that it cannot have a
loaded round in the chamber. The design also allows
the magazine or cylinder of the firearm to be loaded.
At $29.95, VisuLock can be ordered directly from the
manufacturer at www.visulock.com.

DECAL GRIP
Grupo Mercari
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G unsmith Jack Weigand has built quite a few guns that
haveappeared on the cover of American Handgunner
and I have had the chance to shoot some of them. Now
his business has taken a new direction toward scope

mounts, gunsmith tools and sights. A chance meeting last
summer brought me up to date on his stuff and found a new
rear sight blade installed on my favorite S&W Model 25-5
.45 Colt revolver.

There’s nothing wrong with the original S&W sight blade,
but bullseye shooters who cut their teeth on Bo-mar sights have
gotten used to a wide, black rear sight blade and I, for one, find
it more precise.

What Jack has done is design an aluminum blade that
replaces S&W’s standard part. The new blade is .7" wide and
.37" high and extends back over the barrel of the original sight.
All you have to do is replace the old sight blade. That’s a bit
easier said than done, and is not a job for the inexperienced.
Special tools are required even though the actual job is
straightforward. For this reason Jack offers to do the
installation for a modest charge and all you have to do
is send him your sight.

I wish I could say my shooting
improved dramatically when using
Jack’s sight. I don’t think

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

so, but I do know for sure the sight picture is much sharper. And —
when you can see the sights better — it makes it easier to do the
right things for a good shot. And that’s a very good deal.

Weigand Combat Handguns, 685 South Main Rd., Mountaintop,
PA 18707; (570) 868-8358; www.jackweigand.com

weigand s&w sight blade

*
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alumagrips

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

I n the early days of the .38 Super in IPSC com-
petition it was prudent to put some metal under
the grips of the pistol. That way you didn’t get
splinters in your hand if a case ruptured due to

a load that was a mite too enthusiastic. Fortu-
nately that isn’t a problem anymore, but that
doesn’t mean metal grips can’t be cool.

At a distance, Alumagrips look a bit different but
it’s hard to put your finger on why until you get closer.
Then you can see the checkering is machined right
into the metal.

One of the cool things about aluminum is it’s easy to
work with and you can pretty much have any color you want
in the finishing process, which is known as anodizing. 

Alumagrips are made on modern CNC equipment. That
means  they are a very precise fit, but it also offers a large
degree of flexibility in design. For example, they could create
complex checkering patterns, such as the Fleur-de-lis you see
here and logos such as IDPA’s. You can also have customized
touches such as initials. They have several colors and are avail-
able for both full size and compact 1911 type pistols.

When I first put them on a gun I thought they might be a little
slick but that didn’t turn out to be the case at all. The most notable

thing was the fact the grips felt warm or cool depending on the
ambient temperature. Wood is an insulator, so we don’t notice it as
much with them, but the aluminum conducts and assumes the
temperature of the surroundings. This isn’t unpleasant
at all. They feel good and look just as good.

Alumagrips, 2851 North 34th Place, Mesa, AZ 85213; (602)
294-2390. www.alumagrips.com

*

       



WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 119

I am not one of those guys who
believes that gun springs should be
replaced every hundred rounds.
Chances are that folks who do say so

have ulterior motives — they sell
springs. There is no reason to believe a
properly designed and made spring will
not last almost indefinitely unless it is
subjected to conditions outside its
design parameters.

But that doesn’t mean we don’t need
new springs for guns now and then and
when that happens you need W.C. Wolff
Co. Their catalog is a genuine who’s-
who of firearms and packed with useful information. I’m sure
there are some guns that aren’t in there, but whether you are
looking for pistol, revolver, rifle or shotgun springs, their cat-
alog is the place to start.

I’m fond of shooting some of the older autoloaders like
Nambus and Broomhandles and those are always unknown
quantities  that require careful checkout before shooting. So,
when a new one of those comes along it routinely gets — at a
minimum — a new Wolff recoil spring.

But the last page of the catalog may be the most important
of all. That’s where you’ll find answers to frequently asked
questions. They’re also on the web site and they give honest,
no BS answers to questions about springs. They don’t try to
sell you something you don’t need. And that’s
the best thing of all.

W.C. Wolff Company, P.O. Box 458, Newtown Square, PA
19073; (800) 545©0077; www.gunsprings.com

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

*

WOLFF SPRINGS
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T he last step in our gun cleaning process is to pro-
tect the surface from rust. We want to wipe off fin-
gerprints or other foreign matter and leave a pro-
tectant behind. There are lots of products to do this

such as treated cloths or various sprays. My favorite is a
simple piece of sheepskin called the Gun Buddy.

I bought my first one probably 30 years ago and finally
wore it out and had to buy a new one. It is a piece of nice
thick sheepskin treated with a silicone lubricant. The
sheepskin serves to hold the preservative very nicely but
when it does wear off it’s a simple matter to replace it
with the product of your choice. My practice is to use just
a small squirt of an aerosol lubricant or preservative. You
don’t want to get the sheepskin too wet.

I’ve found just a quick wipe will remove soot from
powder fouling and even though the Gun Buddy gets dirty it
still works just fine. I suppose you could rinse it out with mild
soap and water, but I never felt the need. The sheepskin seems
to get softer with use and the long wool fibers reach into every
nook and cranny for efficient protection.

I keep several around the shop so even if the gun is not

cleaned, it can be wiped before going back into the safe. And the
good news is it doesn’t cost much to have several.
They’re only $6.95 postpaid.

Gun Buddy, 3332 Wilkinson Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28208;
(704) 392-8703.

GUNNYGUNNYSACKSACKGUNNYSACK Charles E. Petty

the gun buddy

*

Are you ready for the next level?
We had a feeling you would be…

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Black Hills Ammunition

PO Box 3090
Rapid City, SD 57709-3090

Call (605) 348-5150
Fax (605) 348-9827

o

o

the p innacle of  shoot ing excellence

Black Hills Gold Ammunition
is for the marksman who knows

his own potential, cherishes a fine
firearm and demands the best in his
ammunition. Black Hills Gold is
loaded with a selection of high per-
formance Barnes X bullets and the
world renowned Nosler Ballistic

Tip™ bullets. It will hold up its end 
of the bargain. Available in 243, 270,
308, 30-06 and 300 Win Mag. 
Black Hills Gold is sold dealer direct 
in 200 round (10 box) cases, freight
paid even on single case orders. 
Call today. 1-(800)-568-6625.

                        



the easy-shooting 9mm version. 
Will there be a .40 down the line? Lips

were sealed at Springfield and eyes
averted when we broached the topic.
With the hard-hitting, high-performing
9mm loads available today, there’s little
reason for a .40 in this tiny gun, but if
marketing trends ring true, I wouldn’t be
surprised to see one down the pike. But
— I’m just guessing here.

Ergonomics — that all-important
buzz-word of the age — are excellent all-
round. The grip profile is reminiscent of a
Hi-Power and features minimalist thumb-
rests, which turn out to be ambidextrous
(like the magazine releases). At a glance
and a feel, the SubCompact fits snugly in
the hand and, unlike many small pistols
(especially cut-down versions of bigger
ones), it feels like a “real” gun on it’s
own — not a “make-do” simply in order
to achieve a smaller, more marketable
size. It’s small because it likes to be small
and it feels comfortable being there. 

Two Tiny Terrors
Machine work is first-rate, showing

just a few rare tool marks, and those only
on the underside of the slide, visible only
when it’s removed. A magnet sticks
everywhere, except the polymer frame,
which happens to be crisply molded.
There’s also checkering and a light rail
which is all part of the package.

Which brings us to one of the best
parts about the SubCompact XD — the
nifty little light. Perhaps the term
“Combat Light” may seem strong for
such a tiny device, but it deserves the
title. As most things which appear in a
“sub” version, the little light is immedi-
ately irresistible. “Oh, how cute,”
exclaimed one lady bystander at the
recent demo. I’m not sure I’d use that
exact term, but you get the point. It looks
exactly like one of Insight Technology’s
M-3 Tactical Illuminators — only
smaller. Much smaller. 

“After we started on the design of the
SubCompact XD,” said Dennis, “We
realized there was a need for a light to
match. But the radically-shortened
frame and slide meant there was nothing
on the market.”

So, they designed one, working with
the team from Insight. While not a blind-
ingly-bright zillion lumen model, the new
Xtreme Mini-Light (a 3-volt model) cer-
tainly gets the job done. We all know the
first rule of gunfighting is “Have a gun.”
The second rule should be “Have a light,”
and now you will. The Mini-Light snugs
under the SubCompact exactly the way a
new born baby killer whale nestles under
the mother. Springfield Armory will be
the exclusive distributor of the Xtreme
Mini-Light and you’ll find it fits anything
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TINY TERROR
Continued from page 69 U.D.C. ULTRA DEEP COVER

U.S.A. ULTIMATE SECOND AMENDMENT—
INNOVATIVE DESIGNS LIKE THESE KEEP GALCO SECOND TO NONE!         

The U.D.C sells 
for  $69.95 + S&H The U.S.A. sells 

for  $62.95 + S&H

To order our catalog send $8.00 to: Galco International
2019 W. Quail Ave. Dept. AH  •  Phoenix, AZ 85027 

Phone 623-434-7070  •  Fax 800-737-1725

The new U.D.C.™ & U.S.A.™ Holsters feature Galco's new
Generation III J-Hook. We first used the J-Hook design in
the late 70's; now our Third Generation J-Hook continues
to provide the ultimate in concealment. The holsters are
constructed of premium horsehide, rough side out with
sewn-in sight rails. The U.D.C. is reinforced around the top

800-US-GA L C O (874-2526) • WWW.USGALCO.COM

portion to permit easy  re-holstering, while the U.S.A. is
for those who do not require one-handed re-holstering,
offering the ultimate in stealth. 

The U.D.C. and U.S.A. are available in right or left-handed
designs, in a  natural finish and will fit belts up to 11/4”.

            



122 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MARCH/APRIL 2003

Custom Corner features paid listings by the identified pistolsmiths.
Many are members of the American Pistolsmiths Guild and the Amer-
ican Handgunner Club 100. Advertising information is available
from: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Adv. Dept. 591, Camino de la
Reina, Ste. 200, San Diego, CA 92108; (619) 297-7606.

www.burnscustom.com

425-391-3202

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313
www.reedercustomguns.com

Gary Reeder
Custom Guns

“Building full
custom guns
for over 20 years.”
Over 40 series of 
custom guns.
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Kent Singletary
Custom Gunsmithing

Customizing and repair of
quality firearms since 1989

Specialist in carry modifications for
1911’s, Browning Hi-Power

and S&W Revolvers

602-526-6836
kent@kscustom.com
www.kscustom.com

Custom 1911
4 or 5 inch models

Manufacturer of Match Grade
Slides & Frames
Special Dealer Programs Available

Lone Star Arms Mfg. Inc.
6420 S. Hwy 377,
Stephenville TX 76401
Ph:  254-968-2735 
Fax: 254-965-4475
www.lonestararms.net

tenring.com•email:tenring@texas.net
210.494.3063•FAX 210.494.3066 

1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

Glock Thumb Safety
Installed $115 + shipping

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.
Dedicated to the metallic art of the spiral tube. 

tenring.com•email:tenring@texas.net
210.494.3063•FAX 210.494.3066 

1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

Dedicated to the metallic
art of the spiral tube.

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.
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with a light rail and offers a tidy way to
cut down on extra baggage should you be
working plainclothes or have an already-
overloaded duty belt. Retail should hover
around the $125 mark. 

Some design specifics of the XD and
the SubCompact are important enough to
warrant mention. The Ultra Safety Assur-
ance (USA™) trigger system is very much
like other trigger-based safety systems on
the market. Why change something that
has been proven reliable? The striker-
fired action offers an extremely comfort-
able and reliable trigger pull on the test
gun of about 6.4 pounds, with a little
more than a quarter-inch of travel before
you feel the sear engagement. Then, a
simple application of pressure and it
breaks cleanly and evenly. 

The combination of a loaded chamber
indicator (on the top of the slide) and the
striker status indicator pin (at the rear of the
slide) allows a check of readiness by feel
alone. Nice touches, all. The grip safety is
what truly sets the XD design apart from
the pack. Working in conjunction with a
“firing pin” safety, there is virtually no pos-
sibility of the XD going off unless there is
a series of deliberate movements initiated.
Grip it firmly and correctly, pull the trigger
deliberately and completely to the rear and
the gun will fire. Do anything else and it
will just stare at you and call you stupid.
There is no external “snick it on and off”
safety because you don’t need one. Pick it
up and you have to make it work, or it
won’t. Period. 

And it Shoots, Too
Shooting revealed no surprises.

Groups were always good, and informal
targeting revealed reliable sub-2" groups
at about 15 yards, fired off-hand on a
windy, dusty day. There is simply no real
need to fire groups with this kind of pistol
at long ranges because that’s not what it’s
for. Having said that, we were able to hit
an empty cartridge box at the 50 yard
berm more often than not. No fooling.
Magazine capacity is 10 rounds and,
while we didn’t test it, we’re inclined to
believe the full-sized mags from the
bigger XDs would fit as a back-up. 

Candidly? This gun shot well, ran like
a top and felt unique, as if a new idea had
been born. It was unabashedly fun to play
with and when in the hand, you intu-
itively know you have a real fighting
pistol on-board, not a make-do pocket
auto. Holsters are just now becoming
available from the big shops but any
custom maker can get you set-up easily. 

From the captive dual spring recoil
and guide rod assembly to the oversized
slide stop and cold hammer-forged barrel,
the SubCompact XD gives the kind of
performance you’d expect in a full sized
gun — but with a 3" barrel and all for
around $489 at retail. Surprising … and
not surprising, when you consider the
heritage involved. Funny …
there’s that word again. *

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313
www.reedercustomguns.com

Gary Reeder
Custom Guns

“Building full custom
guns for over 20
years.” Over 40 series
of custom guns.
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Symbol of honest, competent,
quality workmanship

"LOOK FOR IT!"
Member list $2.00

1449 Blue Crest Ln.
San Antonio, TX  78232

Putting the odds
in your favor

www.customarms.com
215-633-7478

Putting the odds
in your favor

www.customarms.com
215-633-7478

              



crowd was up 20% over last and
promises to keep growing. The steel,
reactive targets — at ranges from a good,
down-wind spit to about 25 yards — keep
the crowd busy counting falling plates,
pointing and jeering at the misses.
Remember, at the STI/Handgunner Shoot
they’re laughing at you, not with you.
Well, sometimes. But you get the drift of
the attitude on-hand. Lots of back-slap-
ping, needling and “Here, let me twist
those sights some to help” goes around.
Great fun all, and the positive attitude
prevalent is as addictive as the smell of
Hoppes #9. By the end of the first day,
everyone always has a big grin on his or
her face — along with dust and burned
powder — even if they’re losing. Can we
be arrested for having this much fun?

It Gets Better
Local businesses actually support the

match. The local McDonald’s sponsored
freebies for the kids who helped out on the
range and there were McDonald’s banners
sprinkled around. Can you imagine a
McDonald’s banner anywhere on a range
in Southern California? Neither can we.

The family atmosphere is rampant,
with kids, wives, husbands, dogs and
other sundry types running everywhere.
Many families go to the match as their
yearly vacation. When I queried a couple
of Moms about this situation they smiled
and agreed it was a “great time,” and
“Gee-whiz, we can hardly wait for next
year.” No, really, I’m not making this up. 

Prizes for the match are many and
each division has it’s own prize table.
The prizes are picked over in the order a
shooter finishes in his or her division.
Fair and neat and everyone is happy
with the way it all goes down. Scoring is
by the “J-Ladder,” and can be under-
stood by a math major or a graduate stu-
dent in calculus — or a nine-year-old
kid with a computer game in his hand.
But it works and when all is said and
done, there is some fast and furious
shooting done on the final day. This
“real” shoot-off, wherein the men are
separated from the boys, and the girls,
and the old guys and the cowboys and
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SHOOT-OFF
Continued from page 77

“Good people, great
shooting and the kind
of spirit and involve-

ment you just don’t see
anymore at a match.”

Waller’s® Soft Safe®, designed for the FBI, is the most versatile firearms carrying case on the
market today. The Soft Safe® looks like expensive luggage and it floats. The stylish contemporary
design disguises the Soft Safe’s® rugged dependability and security. In
addition, the Soft Safe® has a heat and fire shield to ensure the safety
of your firearms, extra magazines, ammunition and other accessories
that fit snugly in its custom designed interior. The
strong, lightweight and child-resistant safety
lock complies with federal requirements for
interstate transportation of firearms.
The Soft Safe® comes in
four sizes to 
accommodate rifles,
shotguns and handguns.

WALLER®
Soft Safe®

Order Toll Free:
1-800-874-2247 or 
603-863-4177
www.wallerandson.com
Send $5 for color catalogue

Colors: Black, Gray, Navy,
Dark Green, Red

Sizes: 12”, 18”
36”, 46”

Prices: $46, $53,
$131, $153

AND IT FLOATS, TOO! 

2221 Stoney Brook Road • Grantham, New Hampshire 03753
Visit our website and see all of the Waller® products at:www.wallerandson.com

W • WALLER • & • SON • INC
MADE WITH PRIDE IN THE USA
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the rest, is a real page-turner and not to
be missed as the clock ticks down.

The final one standing is the match
winner and that winner was, indeed,
young Blake Miguez, much to the cha-
grin of Kirsch and Hobdel. Too bad,
boys. Youth triumphs over old age and
treachery in this case. Like the old guy
said when asked “How do you get to
Carnegie Hall?” “Practice, practice, prac-
tice.” Maybe next year guys? 

One of the fun parts of this event is the
fact there is lots of shooting going on. Most
competitors shoot a minimum of 500 to
600 rounds with many topping out at 1,000
easily. If you make it a point to attend the
Winchester World Challenge —just prior to
the STI/Handgunner Shoot-Off — you get
to shoot the STI/Handgunner stages and
get more prizes. Both matches may mean
upwards of 2,000 rounds fired. That sure
beats a weekend IPSC match, eh?

Just look at the photos. Where else can
you have this mix of kids, wives, lady-
friends, good guns, fun gear, lots of
ammo, Colorado sunshine, dynamiting
watermelons and cool prizes? No where
else, that’s where. 

Check out the San Juan Range website
for match results and other tidbits on
“how-to” and “where-at” and such. Paul
and Kerry Miller can be found at
www.sanjuanrange.com.

With lots of steel, man vs. man, no
time limit and as many rounds as it
takes to knock ‘em down and kill the
stop plate — it all equates to a gargan-
tuan good time. I know I’m shooting the
next match, so watch out for the sorta’
old guy with gray in his beard. I had a
nice chat with the assembled shooters
on the night of the big feed and came
away convinced I’d just met one of the
nicest groups of people ever. They must
be, since they all read Handgunner and
were kind enough to tell me what they
thought about it. Some people actually
liked it.

By the way, come July, offer to give
me a boost out of my chair if you see me
trying to squirm out of it. I may not be
good, but I’m slow, and that’s definitely
not anything the STI/American Hand-
gunner World Shoot-Off
Championship can be called.

American Handgunner would like to
thank Nyle Leatham for his typically
great photos and his insight into the his-
tory of the match. Thanks Nyle. Editor

*

Remember, at the
STI/Handgunner Shoot

they’re laughing at
you, not with you. 
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ACCESSORIES

Classified ads $1.00 per-word per insertion. ($.80 per-word per insertion for 3 or more) including name, address and phone number (20 word
minimum). Minimum charge $20.00. Bold words add $.65 per word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN
ADVANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be
received with advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st of each month. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, address, post office, city, state and zip
code as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER CLASSIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, California 92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS IN BOTH GUNS MAGAZINE AND
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD, Or call (619) 297-6655.

AM E R I C A N  H A N DGUNN E R

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

www.makarov.com - Makarov and CZ-52 pistol
information, parts and accessories. 888-625-3925.
E-mail for free catalog: info@makarov.com

AMMUNITION

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS
FREE CATALOG of politically incorrect books.
Send $1.00 for postage. Bohica Concepts, POB
546, Dept. AH, Randle, Washington 98377.

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COLLECTORS

FIREWORKS
FIREWORKS CHEMICALS!!! POTASSIUM PER-
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, COLOR PRODUCERS, ALUMINUM,
MAGNESIUM & TITANIUM POWDERS, WATER-
PROOF FUSE, PAPER TUBING, HUNDREDS OF
CHEMICAL ITEMS, “LAB GLASSWARE”, ACIDS &
SUPPLIES MAKE ROCKETS, NOISE MAKERS,
SMOKE BOMBS - Etc. ROCKET ENGINE KITS! -
PYROTECHNICS BOOKS & VIDEOS, “GREAT
PRICES” BULK DISCOUNTS - “HUGE CATALOG”
$3.00 PYROTEK, P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY,
PA 18656 (570) 256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE
DISCOUNT CIGARETTES, cigars, chew, snuff,
roll, pipe tobacco. 600+ brands shipped tax free to
your door. Toll-free order line: 888-388-1964. Order
Online: CigarettesAmerica.com

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE
Concealed Firearm Classes. Valid training in
Nevada and 20 other states for nonresident per-
mits! Visiting Vegas? You can shoot real subma-
chineguns or test your skill in our live fire video
FATS range! The Gun Store, (702) 454-1110.
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com

GUNSMITHING
1911 COMPENSATORS- From $89. Four models,
all calibers, carbon steel or stainless steel. 724-
329-0400. GAN’S Enterprise. www.gansguns.com

HARD CHROMING
We Only Do Firearms • Specialists in Hard Chroming

Blue, Nickel, Parkerizing, Anodizing 
www.checkmatecustom.com
Custom Gun Refinishing

370 Champion Dr. • Brooksville, FL 34602
(352) 799-5774

CHECKMATE ™

• Discounted prices
• CA DOJ approved      

firearm storage for   
home, car or office

• Keep your firearms, 
cash and valuables  
out of the wrong 
hands - we can help 

• Check out our huge 
selection of tactical   
gear - 2000+ items

Gun safes, cases and cabinets

Shop online:
www.Affordablegunstorage.com 
or call us at (714) 272-0760

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel, Park-
erizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stainless).

We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H  S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806 

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

(714) 634-9254 FAX: (714) 634-9382www.techplate.com

BAGS UNLIMITED

WRB

TEXAS 
GUNSLINGER
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INSTRUCTION SURVIVAL
CRIME DOES NOT WAIT, WILL YOU! Pepper
sprays, stun guns, tasers, knives, more! Also video
and surveillance equipment. Free catalogs. Visit:
www.arcticselfdefense.com/ahg

VIDEOS

WANTED TO PURCHASE

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,
YOUR BEST SELLING TOOL. 

Ask for our rate cards for both GUNS

AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER

MAGAZINES. Listing rates for both

magazines are $1.00 (1X-rate)!! 

a word including address and phone

number (if it is in your ad). Display

rates go from 1" to 3", 1-6 (HG) 

and 1-12 (GN) times rates. 

WRITE: Classified Advertising, 591

Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego,

CA 92108, Or call (619)297-8525 

for more information.

MAGAZINE

MAGAZINE

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing InstituteAGI

800-797-0867For Free Information Call!

#HGPC

Learn to repair and customize 
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

Fast and Easy 
At Home Video Instruction

100% Guaranteed!

Be A Gun Repair
Professional

KNIVES & SWORDS

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS
FREE OCCULT CATALOG! Bumper stickers,
books, jewelry, ritual items, incense, oils. Azure-
Green, PO Box 48-AME, Middlefield, MA 01243.
413-623-2155. www.azuregreen.com

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number; name optional. Catalog with or
without CD Rom supplement - Free. Seven Seas,
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 45, Apollo
Beach, Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax
813-641-1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

FOR SALE over 1500 specimens for Taxidermy!
Deer, bear, wolf, cougar, fisher, otter, etc. Also
antlers, horns, bear rugs, moose heads, antler
chandeliers, furs, etc. Wholesale Catalog $1.00.
North Country Taxidermy, Box 188G, Keene, NY
12942. www.northcountrytaxidermy.com
www.adirondackreflections.com

NEW SHINE. Faded vehicles, no more! Before
selling or painting your car, try new shine. Guaran-
teed to remove all baked on residue. Revolu-
tionary break through! Call today. 1-866-787-4887.

HOW TO OBTAIN AN $800.00 LOAN BY MAIL
INTEREST FREE! INFO $1.00. DON ROARK,
DEPT A BOX 883, PALM DESERT, CA 92261.

OPTICS
US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com.
US Night Vision Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue,
Suite #103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-
901-2626. Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

REAL ESTATE

                               



128 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • MARCH/APRIL 2003

Action Works 122
Adco 15
AllVertical, Inc. 101
Alpha Precision 122
Aluma Grips 110
Arizona Custom Knives 104
Armed Forces Merchandise Outlet 103
Arntzen Corp. 30
AT Custom Gun Works 122
Bagmaster 101
Baird Co. 98
Bar-Sto Precision 115
Belt Mountain 114
Benchmade Knives 39
Beretta 33
Black Hills Ammunition 120
Blackwood Knives 21
Bob Neal Custom Knives 113
Bo-Mar Combat Sights 114
Bookspan/MBC 26-27
Brazos Custom 115
Brian Tighe Knifemaker 98
Broken Gun Ranch 122
Brownells Inc. 97
Burns Custom Pistols 122
Cabela’s 6
Camillus Cutlery 110
Cannon Safe 108
Carter Custom 114

Caspian Arms 93
Chip McCormick 29
Clark Custom Guns 97
Columbia, River, Knife & Tool 93,125
Competition Electronics 95
Concealment Shop 89
Crawford Knives 93
Creative Concepts 107
Crimson Trace 6
Custom Arms 123
Custom Direct 61
Cylinder & Slide 105
CZ USA 117
Dawson Precision 56
Decal Grip 84
Defense Security 86
DeSantis Holsters 87
Dillon Precision 115
DSA, Inc. 101
Duncan Knives 125
Ed Brown Products 18
Elishewitz 114
Evolution Gun Works 86
Fobus 31
Ft. Knox Security 113
FTI, Inc. 121
Galco International 121
Gary Reeder 122,123
Green Mountain Sports 112

Guaranteed Distributors 115
Gun Video 35
GunBroker.com 94
Heinie Specialty Products 125
Hellstorm 17
High Noon Holsters 113
HKS Products 21
Hogue Grips 108
IMR Powder 14
Integrated Systems Mgmt. 107
Jarvis Gunsmithing 92
K.G. Industries 110
Kent Singletary 122
Kimber 132
King’s Gun Works 98
Kirkpatrick Leather 92
Knifeart.com 19
KnifeKits.com 102
Kramer Handgun Leather 113
Krieger Gunsmith 101
La Prade 112
LaserMax 84
Law Concealment Systems 114
Lee Precision 96
Les Baer Custom 131
Lightfoot Knives 96
Lock’s Philadelphia Gun Exchange 122
Lone Star Arms 122
Mag-na-port Int’l. 89

Use Microlon® Gun Juice in place of standard
gun lubricant. This is not like any other stan-
dard lubricant ... it’s a metal treatment that
treats the inside of your gun barrel and leaves
behind a long lasting dry-film super lubricant.
Gun Juice increases muzzle velocity, improves
accuracy (tighter group-
ings), extends barrel life,
smooths operation and pre-
vents rust and corrosion.
And it will not attract dam-
aging dirt, dust or grit.

It may just be the difference
you need.

small can ...
Big Difference

Call Toll Free!
1-800-962-4152
Check our website at www.microlon.com
Dealer inquiries welcome

Gun Juice

© 2002 Microlon Corporation All rights reserved

Microlon®

Marvel Precision 100
Masters of Defense 118
Mec-Gar USA, Inc. 102
Mech-Tech Systems 119
Meprolight 12
Merit Corp. 103
Michaels of Oregon 89
Microlon 128
Milt Sparks Leather 21
Mitch Rosen Gun Leather 103
MTM Molded 18
Muscle Products 16
Optimum Training 45,46,47
Oregon Trail Bullet 105
Oso Grande Knife & Tool 112
Otis 13
Outdoor Channel 37
Pact, Inc. 8
Paladin Press 92
Para Ordnance 2
Pearce Grip 14
PMC Ammunition 41
Precision Sights Int’l. 111
Quick Fire 104
Ranch Products 98
Redding Reloading 99
Rinaldi Custom Blades 88
Safe & Knife Co. 94
Sentry Solutions 87

Shoot Magazine 124
Shooting Chrony 21
Sierra Bullets 111
SigArms 31
Simonich Custom Knives 97
Smith & Alexander 88
Smith & Wesson 16
SOG Specialty Knives 100
Springfield 23,25
SSK Industries 84
Starline 106
STI Int’l. 39
STI/ AH World Shoot-off 106
Strider Knives 92
Sure Fire 3
Tad Gear 113
TAG Extreme Expo 85
Ten Ring Precision 122,123
TOPS Knives 89
True North Knives 124
Universal Shooting Academy 89
Ventco Industries 84
W.C. Wolff & Co. 99
W.Waller & Son 124
Wil Schuemann 108
Wilson Combat 7,88,104
Wilson Tactical LLC 123
XS Sight Systems 12
Xtreme Shock 10-11
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11
Percentage of 18-24 year-olds in the United

States who could not locate their own
country on a world map. The Pacific Ocean’s

location was a mystery to 29 percent. 

1
Number of would-be car thieves killed by

bow-wielding car-owners. The thief told the
hunter/car-owner he had a gun so the

hunter shot a broad-head through the bad
guy’s hips and buttocks. Ouch.

91
Percentage of gun owners who overwhelm-

ingly reject the notion of registering firearms
— even after the D.C. shootings.

200
Number of people killed in Muslims vs.

Christian rioting at the Miss World pageant
in the Nigerian capital of Abuja. 

62
Percentage of times a test of the proposed

“national ballistic imaging database” 
produced wrong results.

21
Number of candidates for the 

U.S. Senate — out of 24 — won by 
candidates endorsed by the NRA.

69
Deaths per 100,000 in Washington, D.C.

— home of strict gun control. 

9
Deaths per 100,000 in 

Indianapolis — home of very 
little gun control. 
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Continued from page 130

F
inally, someone has lis-
tened to us big bore
revolver fans out
here, lost

in semiauto
land. I called
Taurus last year
— after han-
dling one of the
new Trackers in .45
ACP — and spoke
with marketing guru
Eddy Fernandez to com-
plain about something. I
told Eddy there was a terrible
need in the market for a 4" barrel
(no ports, please), fixed sight revolver in
.45 Colt and if it could be made in tita-
nium, it would be even better. I whined
enough that he took the idea to Taurus-e
xec Bob Morrison, who had a kind ear. 

ow’s your chance to tell us what you
always wanted. Ever had a hankering for a
semi-auto, .50 Browning pistol, complete

with concealment leather by Mitch Rosen? Frus-
trated because Colt won’t make that Single Action
Army in .454? Does the idea of a Ruger Black-
hawk in 577-.450 Boxer Mk II get your blood
going? How about a custom Bowen big bore,

based on a Lancaster 4-barrel Howdah pistol in
.44 Henry Rimfire (to keep it affordable to
shoot ….)? Tell us, we want to know. Write

your requests to ed@americanhandgunner.com
and put “Wish List” in the subject line. Let’s see what you can think up. Hell,
you might even think of something that makes sense and then we’ll see if we
can twist some maker’s arm to see if it works.

Smith’s new 1911 design based upon the, ‘er, ah,
Colt 1911 has been introduced and looks exactly
like a Colt 1911. I handled one recently and found

it to work, act and take-down just like the zillion other
1911s out there. It does have an external extractor — the
newest fad. Word has it that Wilson parts play a significant
role. Look for a test in Handgunner soon. Still … it’s sorta’
like Ford making a car and calling it the new “Ford Nova.”

S&W 1911?

N

So, I’m happy to announce the
Taurus Titanium Tracker “Adventurer”
in .45 Colt. This should prove to be a
serious gun for big bore aficionados and
at around 22 ounces, will be a delight to
carry. Loaded with factory loads in the
250 gr. bullet range at around 850 fps, it

should be able to solve any CCW
problem one might

encounter. Loaded with
something more serious

(it can take it, it’s tita-
nium, remember) it
would be just the
ticket for back-woods

fishing expeditions
in Alaska as bear
medicine. Recoil
won’t be for the
f a i n t - o f - h e a r t
though, but who

cares in that situa-
tion? Fixed sights

means no hard knock will put it out of
business and no ports means it won’t
light you on fire either. Look for a test in
Handgunner by our own
Clint Smith soon. *

The “Ask and You
Shall Receive”
Department

                                



fun and, to some, arguably “useless.”
However, like cell phones, they can be

very important to have when the chips are
down. According to Gary Kleck’s defini-
tive study on guns in America, those
“useless” guns are actually used over two
million times a year to protect life and
property. Even if it’s only one million, or
100,000 the number is still significant.
How many lives were saved? How many
lives were saved because a cell phone dis-
patched an ambulance — or the cops?
Thousands? Tens of thousands?

On one hand, we have the numbers of
cell phones multiplying at extravagant
rates — with some 140 million in our
hands and increasing daily — while gun
ownership is already at its highest level
ever. Yet, accidental gun deaths are at their
lowest, while death rates related to cell
phone use while driving are increasing.
Dramatically. While the “acceptable level
of carnage” for gun ownership is drop-
ping, the same figure for cell phones is on
the rise. Are cell phones “worse” than
guns? Or, are the people who use guns
simply more careful than those who use
cell phones? I don’t know.

My question is simple. I have yet to
see millions of moms marching on the
White House demanding to know the
answer to the brutal question: “How
many children must die before we outlaw
cell phones, those harbingers of death?” I
implore we keep our perspective here.
For instance, tens of thousands are acci-
dentally killed by physician’s mistakes
every year and now, it appears, that four
times as many people are killed by the
mis-use of cell-phones yearly than by the
mis-use of firearms. Perhaps it’s time to
re-focus efforts in directions that are
worthy of our time, energy and money.
Gun owners are going in the right direc-
tion. Let’s lighten-up here, get realistic
and attack bigger problems with the same
zeal the gun-grabbers display when the
gun issue is on the table.

Besides, firearm ownership is a right
guaranteed by the Constitution of the
United States. Driving a car is only a
privilege, granted by states, and owning a
cell phone is, perhaps, a nuisance at best. 

But that’s just my opinion … and I
could be wrong.
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Roy Huntington

THE
INSIDER

I
don’t normally like to get off on a
tirade, but now and again it seems as
if someone has to point a finger at
something and say, “Hey, that’s

stupid.” We’re talking “Emperor’s New
Clothes” stupid. 

It seems statistics show over 2,600
people were killed in cell phone-related
auto accidents last year. These cell phones
— apparently of their own volition —
caused thousands of people to crash their
collective cars into one another, wreaking
havoc and leaving bloodstains all over the
otherwise pristine interstates. Some
regions have already banned the use of
cell phones while driving. Sort of a “How
many children must die?” reaction, I sup-
pose. Sound familiar? Yet, according to
one article, people are willing to put up
with this “sad statistic” for the “safety and
convenience” of having cell phones. Note
the emphasis on the word safety. I put it
there for a reason.

I call these kinds of statistics an indica-
tion of “An acceptable level of carnage”
— deaths willingly tolerated by people so
they may partake of whatever conve-
nience, drug, toy, vehicle or pursuit they
may want, regardless of how arguably use-
less it may be in the real world. Many of
these pursuits exist well into the “just for
the fun of it” category, which — as long as
nobody really seems to care that people

get killed doing them — is okay with me.
And apparently with you too. 

In this particular case, it seems we’re
also willing to kill some 2,600 people
yearly so we can have the convenience of
phoning our wives from the comfort of
our SUV to ask if we need to stop and
buy milk on the way home. Is this a bad
thing? I like the convenience of phoning
home to see if I need to buy milk. I also
like the convenience of being able to call
the cops if I see someone getting bashed
on a street corner, or if I stumble onto an
accident on the freeway (obviously
caused by someone else calling home to
get an answer on the milk question). Not
surprisingly, cell phones can be used for
“good” things too — like safety. There’s
that word again. We say that about guns
too, but most don’t listen.

Now let’s take this where it’s been
heading and put some often-neglected per-
spective on these numbers. In the year
2000, about 600 people were killed in
firearms-related accidents. Of that group,
according to the National Safety Council,
there were 60 accidental deaths of children
between the ages of 4 and 14 years. These
numbers have been steadily declining for
the past 100 years, in spite of the fact there
are more firearms in the hands of Ameri-
cans than ever before. And, exactly like
cell phones, firearms can be convenient,

Death by Cell PhoneDeath by Cell Phone
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