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From time to time I take great pleasure in retriev-
ing the tiny rifle from its resting place in the gun
safe. A Stevens No. 14 1⁄2 “Little Scout,” it’s just

one of the myriad of different model boy’s rifles pro-
duced at Chicopee Falls. However, this one is special.
It was a gift from “Grandpa Bill” to a little squirt of a
boy who at the time of this gift was many years from
being able to use it. 

I was less than one year old when Grandpa Bill
placed the tiny Stevens in my Father’s hands with
strict instructions to give it to me when the time
was right. 

Bill was not a wealthy man, and the rifle is cer-
tainly not a fancy one. As it happened, I never really
had the opportunity to know him. I was four years old,
living many states away from Bill’s home in Cullison,
Kansas when he was called to his reward. 

Even without the rifle, I would have been fasci-
nated to hear the tales my Mother shared of Bill
Greenstreet. He was a big hulk of a man. Every photo
but one shows him in his usual attire of bib-overalls
and a rough shirt. His passion was for the woods and
for hunting. 

Raccoon was the “big-game” of his part of
Kansas in the ’30s. He pursued the little masked-

Legacies

bandits with a couple of much loved hunting
hounds. I suspect that his goal was as much to enjoy
the warmth of a cheery campfire with his cronies
rather than to bring home another raccoon for skin-
ning and stretching. 

One recurring tale is of Grandpa Bill and a lost
hound. On several occasions, a hound would follow
trail so enthusiastically that he was soon far from the
following hunters. Bill would wait as long as he could
on the trail, and then, with the sun far risen and chores 
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continued on page 60

“Our kids today
are the targets
of a dedicated

effort on the
part of many in

the teaching
profession and

elsewhere to
turn them

against firearms
and the shoot-

ing sports.”

Right to left: Dear
family friend Roy
Miller, Bill
Greenstreet, and
the girl with the
harmonica is
Norma Lee
Shilling. One day
she will have to
put up with a son
just as taken with
guns, dogs and
hunting as
“Grandpa Bill.”
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LETTER OF THE MONTH

President George W. Bush
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The attached article from GUNS
Magazine, August 2002, pretty much sums
up the sorry state of affairs of our airline
industry.

The airlines will never recover finan-
cially if the “security” charade is allowed to
continue.

In the meantime, I agree wholeheartedly
with John Taffin, author of Campfire Tales. I
also will not fly again and be forced to relin-
quish personal freedoms, and worse, be
treated as a potential terrorist.

Sincerely,
Charles W. Brown
Rescue, Calif.

Make Mine A Lightweight
Massad Ayoob’s review of the

Springfield Micro Compact .45s all but dis-
missed gun weight as a factor to consider for
concealed carry. 

Steel frame autoloaders in this size range
are overly heavy for the role. CCWP holders
buy compact guns for convenient carry and
a lightweight alloy frame is an integral part
of the package. Springfield would do well to
drop the steel frame and produce an alloy
“mil-spec” and “fancy” version. 

LETTERS TO GUNS

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to: 
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 
Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

I would like to see a basic aluminum
framed Micro Compact with only one other
change, a compact beavertail safety. 

The non-extended thumb safety is less
likely to be moved off safe in the thumb-
break paddle holsters I prefer. CCWP hold-
ers have to take their gun off regularly at
Post-Offices, government buildings, schools
and other restricted areas. Being able to
stash a holstered single action autoloader
with a safety strap between hammer and
slide is a definite safety concern.

Ralph McLaney
Brandon, Miss.

X-treme Duty Leather
Great magazine and a superb article from

Petty and Ayoob on the pro’s and con’s of
the new Springfield XD.

I’ve been carrying one for about six
months now, and also had a difficult time
finding a holster that fit properly. After
searching for some months, I found that
High Noon Holsters has been producing wet
formed holsters for the HS2000 and XD for
some time.

High Noon offers low price, excellent
quality, and fast turn-around for what I con-
sider a “custom” holster for the XD. They
may be reached at [727] 786-7528, or
www.highnoonholsters.com.

I thought GUNS Magazine readers
should know this info so they can spend
more time carrying this excellent firearm.

Keep up the good work!

Jim Agrian
Kennett Square, Pa.

J.T. Is On The Money
Sometimes I do not agree with John

Taffin, but he is entitled to his opinions. The
August Campfire Tales concerning this
country’s airlines, however, is exactly right. 

Because of the turmoil around airports
I never did like to fly, but had no choice
because of the work I did. Now I’m
retired and wouldn’t fly if the airlines
were paying me.

Leland B. Green
Island Park, Idaho

Corrected Attribution
Massad Ayoob, in his Handguns column

“Seemed Like A Good Idea At The Time,”

invoked: “Frank Lloyd Wright’s dictum:
form follows function.” 

Just thought I’d point out that the dictum
was coined by a different American archi-
tect, Louis Sullivan, the father of the sky-
scraper, in his 1896 article, “The Tall Office
Building Artistically Considered.”

Thanks for listening.

Gerald Fried
Corona, Calif.

The Human Element
I am not a regular reader of your maga-

zine but felt compelled to write about the
content of your July 2002 issue.

Three articles stood above the rest of
your quality writing. The published letter
from Herb Richardson, the interview with
Mikhail Kalashnikov by David and Emily
Fortier, and John Taffin’s Campfire Tales
column all departed from the usual technical
discussion of firearms and their use to talk
about human beings. 

While I am as much an equipment
enthusiast as anyone, and most of my hob-
bies are based in that worship and love of
our toys, human relationships are what life
is really all about. I have moved away
from several hobbies when the human ele-
ments of friendship and camaraderie did
not materialize.

Kalashnikov’s discussions clearly illus-
trate him as not only a mechanical designer,
but foremost as a soldier and patriot devoted
to his country and his people. 

Mr. Richardson’s father was no shooter,
but indulged his son’s shooting interests to
teach him many important facets of life, a
role Mr. Richardson is reprising to his chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Taffin’s column reminded us that the
changes and challenges of everyday life
have the potential to place any of us in the
role of a hero, and that those hero’s respon-
sibilities are huge.

These reflections on our most important
human character elements are far more
important than any technical information
you might print. Thanks for taking the time
and space to publish something a little out-
side the traditional box and remind us all
about those things that are really important
in life. How our fellow citizens, shooters and
others, deal successfully with those really
important parts of life is what makes our
nation what it is today.

Sincerely,
William L. Powell III
Via e-mail

$













Shell holders are a real pet peeve of mine. I have
literally dozens of the things scattered hither
and yon on the bench but the one I need never

seems to be there. Or, I’m trying to use a Redding No.
3 for the .308 when everyone in the world knows this-
needs the No. 1. Unless, of course, you have an RCBS
shell holder — then No. 3 is peachy. 

The problem, you see, is that everyone who
makes shell holders has a different numbering
scheme. Now if you make sure to never buy a dif-
ferent brand you will probably learn the system.
Nobody liked my suggestion that everyone use the
same numbering system. Well, actually one of them
did as long as it was their system.

And of course, even though I’ve got a bunch of
shell holders, there are just a few that get used regu-
larly. Redding has come up with a neat little kit of six
shell holders which will match up to about 75 percent
of the most commonly loaded cartridges. 

And they have also made a most welcome design
change. The shell holder now has just a bit of a bevel
at the mouth so you don’t have to get the case perfectly
straight for it to slip in. Redding calls it, “E-Z Feed.”
It is a better mousetrap.

Oops!
As I’m sure you know, the .45 ACP is one of my

favorite cartridges and I am always try-
ing to find loads that shoot better. Not

long ago I set up the new RCBS Pro
2000 progressive to load .45s. I had

just received some new Hornady
230 grain FMJs and wanted to

see if a couple of hardball
loads I’ve been working with

would do well with the
Hornady bullets.

Setting up any progres-
sive loader isn’t diffi-

cult but it must

Charles E. Petty began his handloading career at the age of 15 with the purchase of a used Lyman Tru-Line Jr. press.
Forty-five years after loading that first .38 Special cartridge, Charlie remarks, “It’s a lot of fun.”

Redding Shell
Holders

be done in a logical order
just as the cartridge
goes around the vari-
ous loading stations.
It takes a couple of
pieces of brass but my
practice is to adjust the
sizing die first to size
just as much of the case as
possible. 

You simply do this by
screwing the die down to the
point where it just barely touches the shell plate. Lock
it down because this will not change.

The next station is the expander die. The position
of the die body itself is not critical and I usually set it
to be about 1/4 inch above the shell plate when the ram
is up. That adjustment can be locked down too. Then
screw the stem of the expander up until it won’t con-
tact a case. Now, gradually lower it. 

You’ll feel the main body of the expander go into
the case long before any bell is formed. At this point, I
will take the bullet I want to load and begin trying it in
the case mouth and adjusting the stem down in small
increments until the bullet will just sit in the case
mouth without tipping over. 

It really doesn’t take a big bell to do this and we
want to expand the case no more than absolutely nec-
essary, which will greatly extend brass life. 

The final step is to seat and crimp the bullet. New
dies for autoloader cartridges have a taper crimp built
in. Some years ago I did an extensive blind test to see
if there was any detrimental effect on accuracy by seat-
ing and crimping in the same die compared to a sepa-
rate crimp die. There was none. 

So, on this particular day, I adjusted for correct
overall length, eyeballed the crimp, and proceeded to
load ammo.

Imagine my surprise when I got to the range and
none of the rounds would chamber. It was quite obvi-
ous — then — that the case wasn’t crimped enough to
remove all the previous expansion of the case mouth. 

Measurement at home showed they were only a
few thousandths oversize, but it might as well have
been a mile. The ammo was salvaged by running it
through a separate crimp die. 

I made a greenhorn mistake. And all this proves no
amount of experience can overcome failure to check
things out. The solution was to put a taper crimp die in
the last station and an old barrel nearby for a gauge. In
this particular case the extra die just makes adjustment
a little easier. 

That’s my story and I’m sticking to it.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Redding Reloading 
[607] 753-3331

$

“The problem,
you see, is

that everyone
who makes

shell holders
has a different

numbering
scheme. Now

if you make
sure to never

buy a different
brand you will
probably learn
the system. ”
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Weaver Grand Slam scopes are designed to be
competitive in quality with the better
American and European brands but at a

lower cost. Introduced in 2000, this line has rapidly
earned an excellent reputation. I’ve done considerable
shooting with two samples, a 6-20x40 and a 3-10x40.

Both scopes are finished in an attractive, non-
reflective matte black. Everything about them — their
handsome appearance, their smooth, precise power
and focusing adjustments and their solid heft — gives
the impression of a quality product. They easily
passed the usual dunk/freeze tests. 

Actually sticking a scope in a deep freeze isn’t a
very severe test as most freezers aren’t very cold. Try
a North Dakota winter at 20 below zero. 

Optics are excellent, with low-light performance
particularly impressive. Lenses are fully multi-coated
for improved clarity. My primitive (but effective)
device for testing resolution is a sheet of newspaper
with print of varying sizes stapled to a target frame. 

With the scoped rifle sitting solidly on a rest, it’s
easy to check resolution at various distances and under
different light conditions. Both center and edge resolu-
tion of the Grand Slam optics is exceptionally good. 

I own several scopes from top European makers.
The European optics appear to have a slight advantage
in resolution in low-light conditions, but the margin is
extremely small. Of course we don’t buy scopes to
read newsprint. In terms of ability to identify and aim
at a game animal or target there is no practical differ-
ence. These Weaver optics are truly impressive.

Micro-Trac Four Point System
When it comes to reliability and durability of sight

adjustment, the Weavers take a back seat to none. It’s no
secret that other top scope makers would dearly love to
purchase the rights to Weaver’s patented, super-reliable
Micro-Trac system. First developed in the ’70s for
metallic silhouette shooters, the Micro-Trac system has

been continually refined.
Adjustment knobs allow the

rifle to be sighted in at, say, 100
yards and then reset to zero. The
knobs can be easily turned with
the fingers (no need for tall, vul-
nerable target knobs) for those
shooters who prefer to dial in ele-
vation and windage for each shot,
rather than holding over or using
“Kentucky windage.” 

Adjustments proved to be
accurate and repeatable. Dial in
four minutes of vertical and two
minutes of horizontal adjustment

Weaver Grand 
Slam Scopes

and that is what you get. It’s fun to run the groups around
the target at will, then set the dials back to zero and be
right back at original point of aim.

The 6-20x40 Grand Slam has an adjustable objec-
tive lens to allow focusing (from 15 yards to infinity)
and eliminate parallax at different ranges. The 6-20x
Weaver was fitted first to a Remington 700 VS .22-
250, later to a Les Baer .223 rifle. The 3-10x model
was fitted to a second upper receiver system in .223
Ackley Improved built by Insight Shooting Systems,
Inc., which interchanges on the Les Baer lower
receiver. These are three very accurate rifles, with five-
shot groups usually running around 1/2 MOA.

Other Features
Adjustment turrets are centered in the straight por-

tion of the scope tube, allowing maximum latitude in
mounting. That means they can be fitted to most rifle
actions and positioned for comfortable eye relief with-
out having to use special extension rings. 

Focus for individual eyesight is easily set by rotating
the eyepiece. Power rings (and the objective lens on the
6-20x) are of ribbed, soft rubber construction for a pos-
itive grip. Magnification and distance markings are on
the rear surfaces of the rings, easily seen by the shooter
with the rifle in shooting position. These adjustments
turned smoothly even in very cold weather.

Eye relief of the 3-10x scope is 3.5 inches at the
lower end of the power range, 3.0 inches at the top. For
the 6-20x scope, eye relief is from 3.0 to 2.75 inches.
On a rifle with heavy recoil, such as my light .340
Weatherby, I’m happier with a full 4 inches of eye
relief, just in case a shot has to be taken at an awkward
angle and the eye gets a little too close. However on
rifles for which these power ranges are appropriate,
eye relief is more than adequate. 

Since I wanted the 6-20x scope primarily for target
shooting, it was ordered with a fine crosshair/dot reticle
that permits very precise aiming on paper in normal
light conditions. In dim light or against a cluttered back-
ground, this reticle is a bit too fine, at least for my eyes. 

If your primary use is hunting, the Truplex Dot ret-
icle would be a better choice. The 3-10x (and all other
Grand Slam scopes) has a Truplex reticle (i.e. thick
outer/fine center crosshairs).

The Weaver Grand Slam series are first-rate scopes
and at current prices they are terrific values. I appreciate
quality and don’t object to paying a fair price to get it.
But getting quality at a price significantly less
than the competition is especially satisfying. 
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At 14, Dave Anderson acquired his first centerfire rifle — a .303 Lee Enfield — with which he took his first whitetail. Despite a distin-
guished record in competitive pistol shooting, the sporting rifle remains Dave’s first love.
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Below (top-bottom):
Weaver Grand Slam 6-
20x40 scope mounted on
Les Baer Ultimate
Varminter. Attractive, mod-
ern design is matched by
excellent performance.
Magnification numbers on
the power ring are easily
seen by the shooter with
the rifle shouldered — a
very good feature.

SPECIFICATIONS: 
WEAVER GRAND SLAM SCOPES

6-20 x 40 3-10 x 40
Length 14.25" 11.875"
Weight 17.75 oz. 13.0 oz.

Eye relief 3.0 to 2.75" 3.5 to 3.0"
Field of view 16.5 to 5.25 11.3 to 3.5 

(feet at 100yards) (feet at 100yards)





If you’re burned out on trap, skeet and conven-
tional sporting clays, don’t get depressed. The
shotgunner’s mind is very inventive. More shot-

gun-fun games have been created than most people
realize. It might take some searching to find a
course or club that offers them, or even a piece of
land where one can set up a trap or two, but it’s well
worth the effort if it means putting the fun back in
your shooting. 

What makes shotgun gaming so easy is a combina-
tion of the gun and the target. 

In our ever shrinking world, the short range quali-
ties of shotgun pellets mean we don’t need big ranges
and lots of space to enjoy our sport. Add to this factor
a flying clay pigeon that can be tossed at any height
and from any direction and the games you can play are
limited solely by your imagination. Here are just a few
of the fun games shotgunners have developed.

Quail Walk
The “hunter,” fully loaded, strolls down a path

while either manual or automatic traps toss “quail” in
various directions at different altitudes. Of course, the
shooter is unaware of when a “quail” is going to flush.
A more casual variation of this game requires a partner
with a hand trap and a bag of clays. 

Walking behind the gunner, the partner flips clays
to the right, left and over the head of the shooter. Just

make sure the hand trap operator is proficient. Getting
hit from behind with a hand tossed clay is no fun and
leads to brief friendships, or worse.

Simulated Live Pigeon Shoot
Have you ever wondered why a certain brand of

clay pigeons carries the name “Blue Rock?” Well,
the Lincolnshire Blue Rock pigeon raised in
Lincolnshire, England was considered the best-of-
the-best when it came to live bird targets. Greener
once described it:

“as affording the best sport and much the hardest
to kill; being small in body, quick in flight at start-
ing, tough in nature, and game to the death — espe-
cially the hens.” 

Live pigeon shoots are becoming as rare as hens’
teeth, but thanks to our English brothers there is a
shooting game that resembles the real sport. The sim-
ulation consists of a reusable white marker that is
attached to the underside of a conventional clay
pigeon. Once the clay is released, the shooter must
break the clay and drop the marker within the pre-
scribed boundary fence. 

Rabbit Run
This little fun run requires a trap house and a trap

adjusted to throw conventional clays as close to the
ground as possible. The shooter stands on or directly
behind the trap house and lets fly at 25 skimming bun-
nies darting out in all directions.

Red Baron Shoot
I’ve never seen this one performed, but the object

is to down a small, remote controlled airplane. If
you’ve ever seen the erratic, stunt flying a skilled
radio controller can perform, you’ll appreciate how
difficult this shoot can be. The targets are rather
expensive, and that’s why the “Red Baron” is used
as a premier fund raiser.

Follow The Leader
Here’s a great elimination game. Shot either on a

skeet or trap range, or a combination of both, “Follow
the Leader” starts with shooters drawing lots to deter-
mine the shooting order. The first gunner specifies the
nature of the shot he will attempt — and the instruc-
tions can be pretty creative. 

If he makes his chosen shot, the next shooter must
attempt the same shot and so on down the line. If a
shooter misses, he or she is eliminated. The cycle goes
on and on until there is only one shooter left standing.

And, yes, there are more — it only takes a bit of
imagination. So round up your shooting cronies and
put some fun and zest back into your
shotgunning.
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Woods-wise at the age of 9, Holt Bodinson’s first shotgunning experiences involved chasing rabbits with a 12-bore Stevens single barrel. His
advice to the beginning shotgunner: “You must have a gun that fits you well.”

Some Other
Shotgunning Games
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Standard skeet or
trap fields, cre-

atively used, put the
fun and zest back
into shotgunning.

“In our ever 
shrinking 

world, the 
short range 
qualities of 

shotgun 
pellets mean 

we don’t 
need big 

ranges and 
lots of space 
to enjoy our 

sport.”





Five Coues deer threaded their way across the fabric of
a rugged Arizona hillside. Now you see them, now
you don’t. Gray forms blending with Southwestern

foliage and broken rock in that land’s unfinished mountains.
A mature buck stopped to attack a browse plant, distance
261 yards — spot on. The rangefinder said so. 

I shuffled out of my pack frame, slipped the daypack
off, rested the Ruger M-77 across the vertical struts of the
frame, power ring of the Swarovski scope screwed up to
10x, eyepiece focused on the hill — I was ready.
Winchester’s latest 150 grain .308 round was a shoo-in for

a perfect strike at that distance. Couldn’t miss. Pow! 
I missed. No excuses. Wind nil, no sun in my eyes,

rifle rested. Thought I’d squeezed the trigger carefully.
But I missed.

The two bucks in the group led the race. The larger
one, a fine example of a trophy desert whitetail, pulled a
length ahead of his small-antlered brother, two does and
one fawn trailing behind. Into an ocotillo thicket burst the
big boy first. A 30-foot window offered a shot as the buck
ran through it — an ethical target — swing ahead, squeeze
the trigger with muzzle in motion. 

Crack! Got him. But the bucks had swapped places in the
ocotillos. Old, going downhill fast, rack receded, he was all
mine, the smallest-antlered Coues deer I’ve ever taken. Oh,
well. The experience was great and so was the eating. 

New Hunting Tool
I hunt with it all: recurve bow, muzzleloader, open-

sighted .30-30. This time I carried a 21st century outfit.
My B&L 10x42s found the deer and I had an accurate
scoped rifle shooting superior ammo. But it was the
rangefinder that sealed the envelope, telling me just how
far the shot would be. 

Once associated only with tank commanders and other
military personnel, the rangefinder is today as close as the

“Once associated only with tank
commanders and other military per-

sonnel, the rangefinder is today as
close as the nearest sporting goods
shop: affordable, user-friendly, and

above all laser-accurate.”

nearest sporting goods shop: affordable, user-friendly, and
above all laser-accurate. The first rangefinder I got my
hands on was all of these things and I loved it, quickly prov-
ing to myself that it was a viable instrument exceeding
advertised claims. But better things were yet to come in
smaller packages. 

The downsized model I had that day for Coues deer was
a Bushnell Yardage Pro Compact 600, ideal for hunting with
plenty of distance capability in a lightweight, easy-to-carry
package. Operable with cover in place, it proved a genuine
asset in the field. 
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RANGEFINDER
Fadala, who practically lives

how the laser rangefinder 
Using the rangefinder is as simple as  look-
ing through binoculars. A good trick with
both rangefinder and binoculars is to
steady them using a walking stick. 
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Ending The Guessing Game
Everyone will have his own reasons for employing a

rangefinder. Mine took roots in Wyoming one afternoon as
I hunted with my friend Bob Hodgdon. 

“How far is that cliff?” Bob asked. 
I shaded my eyes; squinted like a man with a divining rod;

and proclaimed the distance exactly 250 yards to a boulder
where moments before stood a mule deer buck we did not want. 

“OK, how far is the fence line over there?” he asked.
Again with confidence I said 175 yards. I was wrong on

both distances. The boulder on the cliff was less than 200
yards away, the fence line the same distance. 

The upward angle on the boulder created an optical illusion.
The fence line, straight out from us, wasn’t as hard to judge, but
still, no cigar. It was a humbling experience that occurred sev-
eral more times on that antelope/deer hunt. Bob had a
rangefinder. He could prove distance. I was only guessing. 

Shortly thereafter, I had a rangefinder, too. My goal was
four-fold. First to train myself in judging range by verifying
my guesses, second to satisfy my curiosity, third to know how
far an opportunity truly was, fourth to prove the true distance

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Bushnell Performance Optics

[913] 752-3400
www.bushnell.com

Leica Sports Optics
[800] 222-0118

www.leica-camera.com/usa

RS-WHAT FOR?
s for hunting, shares 

has changed the game. 
By Sam Fadala



of a shot. Another benefit cropped up — rangefinding was
fun. Of course, the rangefinder found its way into prairie dog
country, where, for the first time, I knew just how far those
long shots with my 6mm PPC truly were.

Other Uses
But improved offhand range guesstimation, varminting

and just pure fun were only the beginning. I found many
more uses for the rangefinder, the 600-yard model becom-
ing an important part of my big game hunting gear. The
rangefinder also aided shotgun patterning. No need here,
you might say, but not so. 

I set up my pattern board wherever I pleased. Instead of
pacing off 40 “long ones,” the rangefinder told 40 yards
exactly. Shoot, walk up, place the 30-inch cardboard disc
over the greatest shot concentration, trace a circle around
the pellet holes, count the number inside the circle, divide
by the average number of pellets in the charge, and the
actual delivered choke value was revealed. 

If 50 percent of the pellets landed within the 30-inch cir-
cle, that would be Improved Cylinder performance. More
important than verifying choke is knowing what shot size
and wad column produce the densest patterns, not only at
the standardized 40-yard distance, but also at ranges more
commonly encountered in the hunting field. 
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: We readily take them for granted, but laser rangefinders are an amazing
technology. Current versions, such as the Bushnell Yardage Pro Compact
800 and Yardage Pro Scout are less expensive, lighter and yet better per-
formers than the first generation models offered only a few years ago. :
Scarcely more cumbersome than a pocket knife, the Bushnell Scout fits in a
shirt pocket and ranges objects out to 300 meters or more. : You may be
able to make only one trip this year for big-game. Carrying a lightweight,
compact rangefinder just may help you make the most of your opportuni-
ties. : Another great new rangefinder is the Leica LRF 1200. It's lightning-
fast, rugged and priced right.
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For example, my Ruger over/under 28
gauge is mainly a quail and dove gun.
Despite that, the fast handling nature of its
small frame tempts me to take on larger
gamebirds with the 1-ounce load. Using the
rangefinder, I quickly learned how the choke
tubes patterned at the various ranges normal
for my 28 gauge with different loads. Armed
with this knowledge, I can make the most of
this lightweight.

Tree stand hunting, which has continu-
ally gained popularity over the years, is
greatly benefited through the use of
rangefinders. Knowing just how far vari-
ous spots are in front of the stand can
make the difference between a miss and a
hit, more importantly a perfectly placed
missile. In a Maine bear stand, with
Remington Model 700 muzzleloader
draped across my lap, knowing how far a
shot might present itself was a confi-
dence-builder. 

Real World Results
A big boar bruin showed up, not at the

bait, but on a trail. I had the exact spot doped
out with the rangefinder and knew precisely
how to hold for that distance. The bear
proved to be number one in the Maine
record book for muzzleloaders, since
dropped to number four, I’m told. 

From the stands I saw in Texas, where a
hunter might get a truly long poke, the
rangefinder would be a real boon. How far to
the edge of that field? How about that bush
on the other side of the creek? And that
fence row way out there? Don’t be surprised
if you find yourself ranging everything in
sight. I warned you it was fun.

Extreme range need not be the only use
for this good tool. An example is the fine
pronghorn buck I lucked onto last season.
He was 137 yards from the muzzle of the
hundred-year old Savage .30-30 I carried
that day. The rangefinder verified for me
that the shot was an ethical one for my
vintage rifle.

Turkeys Too
Deciding when to let go on an incoming

tom turkey doesn’t require a whole lot of
range judging ability. Not with today’s extra
full choke shotguns and heavy loads making
it easier than ever to drop Ben’s bird from a
blind. Even the world of muzzleloading
enjoys super scatterguns, such as the Navy
Arms T&T (Full Choke version), powering
11⁄2 ounces of shot in front of a healthy pow-
der charge. 

Or how about the Knight, another 12 gauge
with plenty of snort — a full 2-ounces of shot,
big powder charge, and screw-in Extra Full
choke. All the same, and in spite of advanced
guns, ammo and loads, rangefinders give the
turkey hunter an edge as he spot-checks vari-
ous nearby landmarks before calling. 

“When Old Tom reaches that dead tree,
he’ll be in range,” says our confident hunter.
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continued on page 65
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Twenty-three years in the Marine
Corps have made me a firm believer
in the principle that “simple is good”

— the organization has a way of helping you
develop such an attitude. Over time, you sort
of integrate this philosophy into everything
from operational concepts to equipment,
even food. I suspect this is why the Yaqui
slide caught my attention back in 1981 when
I was living in Southern California. 

I saw my first Yaqui Slide just outside of
Temecula, Calif. I was a poor youngster from
Kansas who frequently attended a monthly
match in the region. As you would expect for
the period, the majority of shooters were
using Bianchi and Davis holsters. 

Another popular holster was a little plastic
thing called a “snick.” While this device was
pretty nifty and ahead of its time, the idea of
blued steel in a plastic holster didn’t hold
much appeal. What did catch my attention
were a couple of the guys who I considered to
be real Southern California gunfighters using
Yaqui slides made by Milt Sparks. 

Cooper's Signature Holster
I think I first learned of the Yaqui Slide in

Cooper on Handguns (revised edition 1975). It
was required reading in the ’70s if you had
aspirations to become a gunfighter. Colonel
Cooper credits Eduardo Chahim from El
Salvador in bringing the design to his attention.

He described the Yaqui slide as a: 
“Sort of superior belt loop which carries the

pistol comfortably and unostentatiously over
the right hip. It is friction tight against two G’s,
while still as fast as another waistband carrier.” 

As you would expect, Col. Cooper rec-
ognized the practicality of such a holster. 

The beauty of the slide is its simplicity. It

Sparks no longer offers
a Yaqui, but the

ambidextrous Mirage is
a similar design.

THE VER

Short on
leather, high
in utility, the
Yaqui slide
is one of the
best CCW
holsters.

The popular Yaqui slide has been offered by a host of leathermakers. From left: Kirkpatrick,
Milt Sparks, Galco, Aker and DeSantis.

The belt loop cut-out is present on most of these designs. Odds are it is seldom used. 
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porates a rectangular cutout for a belt loop. 
The purpose of this cut-out is to lock the

holster in position over a trousers’ belt loop.
This is okay provided your belt loops are
similarly located. In other words, the location
of the holster will change given the location
of the belt loop. While this sounds like a
great idea, and I have no doubt it has utility
value, I’ve never used it. I like being able to
slide the holster along my belt and my belt
loop never seems to be in the right place. 

The Sparks also has the most forward
cant of all the Yaquis I’ve seen. If you do
turn up a Sparks, expect to get a thick, qual-
ity piece of leather with equally impressive
workmanship. 

A Texas Yaqui
Kirkpatrick Leather’s version of the Yaqui

Slide is a form fitted slide made to accommo-
date a 11⁄2 inch belt. The slide does not have a
belt loop cutout, but again I don’t consider this
a deficiency. Several manufacturers have one
slide for all large frame SA autos; however,
Kirkpatrick manufactures a slide specifically
to fit the 1911 or Browning Hi-Power. 

Not only do they form-fit the slide to the
specific auto, the slide body is molded with a
curve to match the curve of your hip — a
unique feature. Kirkpatrick Leather is quality
throughout — leather, stitching, and finish. A
real bargain at $36 plus shipping and handling.

Three More “Good Ones”
Several holster makers have incorporated

some of the newer holster technology into
their versions of the Yaqui Slide. Galco, Aker,
and DeSantis each market a Yaqui; however,
they all come with tension devices to enhance

retention of the pistol. Generally, they are
very similar with some small variations. 

The Aker uses two flathead allen screws
(wrench provided) to adjust holster tension.
Galco and DeSantis also use two screws but
are the traditional round headed tension
screws. All three models have the belt loop
cutout and are made not only for the large
frame SA auto but also for DA autos. The
majority of my experience is with the SA
auto but I have carried my SIG in Galco’s
Yaqui and was very pleased. 

As you would expect from these three
makers, the quality of workmanship is
superb. The Aker appeared to be made of the
heaviest leather with the Galco a close sec-
ond and the DeSantis the lightest of the
bunch. I’m not sure if the leather weight is
an advantage or disadvantage. Regardless,
all three will accommodate a 13⁄4 inch belt.
Retail prices vary; the Galco is the most
expensive selling for $52, the DeSantis for
$35, and the Aker for $34. 

It should be pointed out that author Akers
is not affiliated with Aker Leather. Editor

While all of these holsters are marketed
as Yaqui slides, you can see variations in
each model. Some have minor differences
in cant, and in how close the pistol is held
to the body, but these differences are fairly
insignificant. All of them boast the same
simple ruggedness and effectiveness that
has made the Yaqui design popular for so
many years. 

The Yaqui slides I have mentioned above
are the ones I am familiar with and are all
approved for use in IDPA competition.
Doubtless there exist additional versions
produced by other makers. Don’t let the
absence of a description here convince you
that they are not worthy of consideration. 

is small, fast, and conceals the pistol nicely.
It is unobtrusive — you can leave it on your
belt, remove the pistol, and it doesn’t look
much like a holster. The Yaqui slide is the
perfect complement to those who appreciate
a no-nonsense ensemble. 

Generally, the Yaqui consists of two
pieces of leather. One piece is folded to form
a sleeve or tube through which the belt is
passed, and the other is sewn to this enve-
lope to form the loop that holds the gun. The
design, simple to describe, is a bit more dif-
ficult to make. Today we see a substantial
amount of variation in what is being mar-
keted as the “Yaqui Slide.” 

Milt Sparks
I believe Milt Sparks was the first to mar-

ket a Yaqui slide in the United States. The
first such belt slide I ever owned was a
Sparks given to me by a friend. I still have
that slide but now it has many miles behind
it. Sparks no longer offers the Yaqui, but
they were widely distributed, and you may
come across one at a gun shop or show. 

The holster is made of thick, high quality
leather. A welt formed of several layers of
leather accommodates the width of the trig-
ger guard, and makes this a stable, rugged
holster. One size fits both the Browning Hi-
Power and 1911 variations. 

It is not a friction fit, nor does it have any
tension holding devices. While it is a bit
looser than other Yaqui slides, I have used
one for 17 years and have not lost a gun. One
possible disadvantage to this style is that the
pistol is not held as close to the body as sev-
eral of the other slides available, but it is con-
sidered acceptable by the IDPA. The slide
will accommodate a 13⁄4 inch belt and it incor-

RSATILE YAQUI SLIDE
BY COL. GREGORY AKERS

The versatile Yaqui accommodates many slide lengths in the
same holster. 

No holster works well unless teamed with a stiff, well-fitting belt.
The Aker “Special Agent” reinforced belt, Yaqui holster and clip-
on mag pouch make up a simple but dependable gun rig.



Real World Experience
Carrying your favorite autopistol in a

Yaqui slide is not without some concerns.
When sheathed in a slide, the gun is more
exposed to the elements than with other hol-
sters. Should you slip and fall on your hol-
ster, not only are you going to have a nice
bruise but you’re probably going to pick up
some dirt and debris, possibly scratching the
finish of your pistol. 

When sitting down or leaning up against
hard objects, e.g., rocks, chairs, tractor seats,
etc., you can expect to beat up the nose of the
slide and quite possibly put nicks in the crown
of the barrel. Riflemen shooting from the sit-
ting position need give this some thought.
Frankly this is more of a concern with a full-
length government model than with a com-
mander length 1911 or Browning Hi-Power.

The Yaqui Slide also works best if you
have a ramp front sight. A post or an under-
cut front sight may snag on the bottom of the
holster loop during your draw. When you do
get it out, it may also have a small fragment
of leather on the front sight if it is sharp
enough to cut the leather. This sort of thing
always seems to happen at the most inop-
portune moments. 

In fact, it is for these reasons that Sparks no
longer makes their Yaqui. In discussions with
the Sparks shop, they aren’t going to manufac-
ture a Yaqui unless they can figure a way to
incorporate a sight track into the design. 

Do these minor weaknesses invalidate
the other good features of the venerable
Yaqui slide? Personally, I think not, and the
continuing popularity of the design seems to
indicate that others feel the same. If you can
afford to give up some concealment, and
protection from the elements isn’t a major
issue, take a look at a Yaqui slide. Even if
you do not select one as your primary rig,
they are great as a loaner or as a backup hol-
ster. Everyone should have one in his kit.
Remember, keep it simple. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Milt Sparks
[208] 377-5577

www.miltsparks.com

Kirkpatrick Leather
[800] 451-9394

www.kirkpatrickleather.com

Galco
[800] 874-2526
www.usgalco.com

Aker Leather
[800] 645-AKER

www.akerleather.com

DeSantis
[516] 354-8000

www.desantisholster.com
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YAQUI SLIDE
continued from page 27
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It’s one thing to look, but  quite
another to closely examine and handle the

new SPEEDSTER SR, the latest unique, exquisite knife
design by world-renowned Blackie Collins for Meyerco USA. Opens
fast with a simple flick of your thumb. The SPEEDSTER SR is so fast
“you have to look twice to see it open once!” All made possible by
Blackie’s patented internal strut mechanism. In its own way, the new
SPEEDSTER SR is as sleek and sophisticated as a Formula 1 race car. 

See it today at your nearest Meyerco USA knife Dealer.

L i f e t i m e W a r r a n t y

Exclusive designs
by:

Write, phone, or FAX for your FREE catalog.

4481 Exchange Service Dr.
Dallas, TX 75236

TEL: 214•467•8949
FAX: 214•467•9241

www.meyercousa.com

Weighs
only 2.88 oz.

SPEEDSTER SR
Puts you on the
FAST TRACK.

Zoom!
Zoom!

Ambidextrous
thumb stud.

Unbreakable FibreresinTM

handle. 

Removable S/S 
pocket clip. Suggested retail

only $29.95.

New!

Available w/full-honed edge.

Blade:  3 1/8”- 440 stainless. 
Overall length:  7 3/8”.





“I love them, it saves me
from walking down range to see my

point of impact.”
J. Wayne Fears, Rural Sportsman

Editor

Shoot•N•C® Targets
7900 Fuller Road  •  Eden Prarie,MN 55344

Call 800•328•6156 for a FREE sample

Take a look from a distance
The bullet holes in the paper target quickly disappear. 
But the bullet holes in the Shoot•N•C target stand out.

Bright yellow rings highlight your shot
Hit the Shoot•N•C target and the impact produces a 
bright yellow ring around the bullet entry hole.

A variety of styles and sizes
There is a Shoot•N•C target for every type of shooting 
including bull’s-eyes, ovals, sight-in’s, prairie chucks and turkeys.

Self-adhesive backing
Every Shoot•N•C target features an adhesive backing which allows
you to affix it without any hardware.

Spend more time shooting
Because you can see the impact holes on a Shoot•N•C target, you
won’t have to constantly walk back and forth to see where you’ve hit.

Ordinary paper

target
Shoot•N•C

target

Try our interactive
Shoot•N•C® 

target animation at
www.birchwoodcasey.com

NECG’s Auxiliary Peep
Sight

When you need this sight, you need it badly. 
The almost universally adopted scope sight is still a fragile

optical instrument when faced with the yearly rigors of the field. It’s
easily damaged. It can be put out of commission by rain or snow.
Seals can leak and the interior of the scope can fog. Planning ahead,
it’s always nice to have a spare scope handy, but even if we have one,
it’s back in camp when we need it most.

Well, here’s a hunt-saving peep sight from New England
Custom Guns that everyone should carry in their pack or jacket. It
will save the day if you use a rifle with Weaver style scope bases;
Picatinny bases or ribs; or a Ruger M-77 or No. 1; AND your rifle
has a front sight.

Precision machined from steel, the NECG peep sight is both
lightweight and fully adjustable for elevation and windage. With the
scope removed, the sight simply slips over the rear scope base and is
secured with a thumbscrew. Once the sight is zeroed for your rifle
and load, it returns to zero repeatedly.

The elevation slide is fully graduated, is adjusted by a preci-
sion lead screw, and locks into place by tightening the aperture
disc. In the Weaver-based sight pictured here, windage is
adjusted by turning two, locking, allen-head windage screws
opposite the thumbscrew. The instructions give exact values for
each turn or incremental turn of both the elevation and windage
screws. In fact, the overall instructions rate an A+ for clarity and
completeness.
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The sight is provided with two aperture discs, one with an aper-
ture of .093 inch, the other with .125 inch. For hunting purposes,
the wider .125 inch aperture is the one to choose. For the Weaver
based model, an additional elevation slide is supplied to accom-
modate different channel depths found in Weaver bases. Even allen
wrenches are included in the package which retails for $70 to $80.  

NECG offers a wide variety of hard-to-find gun parts, accessories
and sights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
New England Custom Gun

[800] 468-3450
www.newenglandcustomgun.com

BY HOLT BODINSON
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Hart’s Accuracy Asset 1

Robert W. Hart & Son, Inc. is the manufacturer and source
headquarters for a unique selection of precision
shooting, reloading, and gunsmithing accessories and

rifles. The Hart front pedestal rest is the benchrest classic,
synonymous with affordable quality, and often seen on
the pages of this magazine. And yes, these Hart’s are
indeed related to the Hart’s of Hart Rifle Barrels, so
you might say that precision riflery is an integrated
family business.

The Hart Accuracy Asset 1 is designed to bring
benchrest bag stability to average sporters with
their typically narrow forearms. The Asset 1
consists of a light, anodized aluminum base
plate measuring 33⁄8x6 inches that bolts or
screws lengthwise into the front sling swivel
hole. (For convenience, I use an allen wrench to
unscrew the front swivel base). 

The base contains two adjustable side plates
that are snugged up and locked in place to
secure and stabilize the sides of a forearm.
To protect the stock, all three compo-
nents are cork lined, and the unit is
supplied with an assortment of bolts
and screws to fit any conceivable
front sling swivel system. 

Once secured to the
forearm, the Asset can
be used at the range in

conjunction with a stan-
dard 31⁄2 inch sand bag, or

any reasonable sand bag for
that matter. 

The Asset 1 provides an
amazingly solid and stable

shooting platform, quite unlike
the feel of a narrow sporter forearm

resting on a front bag. Varmint
hunters and long-range hunters have

also found the Asset 1 invaluable afield
when used with a convenient support like a

day pack. Hart’s Accuracy Asset 1 currently
sells for $31.76.

BY HOLT BODINSON

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Robert W. Hart & Son, Inc.

[800] 368-3656
www.rwhart.com

“Go With America’s Best! I did, now I
leave home with a safe feeling.”

General Chuck Yeager 

Free Brochure! 1-800-821-5216
993 North Industrial Park Road  Orem, Ut  84057  www.ftknox.com

• UL Listed
• Certified Fire

Protection
• Lifetime

Warranty
• Competitive

Prices
• 30 Models
• Sargent &

Greenleaf Locks

Just Compare…Nothing Even Comes Close!

At a moment like this,

a million things are going 

through your head.

You’ll only 

need one thing 

in your hand.

New models. Lower prices. Free catalog. 
CrimsonTrace.com 800-442-2406 
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Savage’s® reputation for manufacturing the most accurate

out-of-the- box rifle is clearly evident in its Striker™

series of precision handguns. The Striker series features

left-hand bolts with right-side ejection, ambidextrous grips

and button-rifled barrels. The centerfire calibers range

from .223 to the new .300 WSM and the Sport Strikers are

available in .22 LR and .22 WMR. From plinking to big game

hunting, the Savage Striker offers it all.

The Definition of Accuracy

Mode l  516F S A K  
Camo  S t r i k e r

Mode l  5 01F X P  
Spo r t  S t r i k e r Package

The Ultimate Gun Vise

The New England Custom Gun Service Ltd., is the source
for what can be considered the most useful, most flexible,
most refined, best designed gun vise in the business. In

fact, with few exceptions, until the introduction of this vise at the
SHOT Show two years ago, there really hasn’t been a true gun
vise, merely adaptations of the common machinist’s vise fitted
with soft jaws of some sort.

BY HOLT BODINSON
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The NECG vise begins with a traditional woodcarvers vise. Wood
backed, cork-lined pads are then added to the freely swiveling vise
jaws that gently but firmly accommodate the taper of any stock, barrel
or part. Finally, a unique aluminum support arm is added to the vise.
The finished vise, resting on a pedestal base, is secured to the work-
bench by a single 5/8 inch through-bolt fitted with a locking handle.
Reaching under the bench and loosening the locking handle, the

craftsman can swivel the whole vise to a convenient
working angle. 

As pictured, the adjustable support arm can be set to
any workable length or height to support stocks, barrels
or pieces being worked upon. The NECG vise makes
cleaning, inletting, glass bedding, stoning, polishing,
scope mounting, and detail metal and wood work easier
than ever. Frankly, the uses one can put this flexible vise
to are limited only by one’s imagination. The NECG
custom gunmaker’s vise retails for $269.  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
New England Custom Gun Service, Ltd.

[800] 468-3450
www.newenglandcustomgun.com
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DON’T 
LEAVE THESE 

BEHIND

Lack of the right gear at a critical
moment can turn a pleasant day

afield into a real problem.

BY HOLT BODINSON

“Be Prepared” is not only the timely slogan of the Boy Scouts, it’s the proper mindset for
any hunter going afield. After every hunting season, I sit down, review and revise a list
of hunting supplies and clothes I’ve found valuable and essential over the years. 

Some years, I don’t have to make any revisions. More often than not, I do. Either because
I forgot to take something with me, or a new need in the field arose, or a better product or
way of doing some field task became apparent. 

Making a personal list is a good habit, and once you’ve begun doing it, you’ll be pleas-
antly surprised how valuable and time saving it will become. I don’t know about you, but
when I get up at 2 a.m. to go deer hunting, I need all the help I can get. 

The following items drawn from a master list are a few essentials for the hunter that are
worth their weight in gold. My choice relates primarily to big game hunting since wing
shooting is usually a daily outing conducted from a warm, dry, well equipped hearth where
gun, equipment and clothing problems can be readily solved. 

An important precaution for wet weather — Muzzle Mitts or a few wraps of electrical
tape. Compact radios, GPS units and rangefinders are all modern technology which can
enhance your hunting experience. A spare scope, shell case, Leatherman tool, screw-
driver and fitted bits, bipod and a Master Guide Pack from Cabela’s will solve many prob-
lems in the field.

3

2

1

2 32
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Extra Scope — Extra Sights
Rifles are tough. Scopes are not tough

enough. Taking a spill in the rocks or
spending a few days in the rain can damage
the best of scopes. Some scopes seem to
have a mind of their own and go completely
haywire for no good reason at all. The solu-
tion? Always pack a spare scope in compat-
ible rings that has been sighted in on your
rifle before the hunt. 

It needn’t be an expensive scope. In fact,
if I have a variable scope on my rifle, I’ll
probably be packing a less expensive and
lighter weight fixed 4x in my pack. If your
rifle is blessed with a front sight, also con-
sider packing a little, auxiliary peep sight
that slips into the rear scope base. Two good

models currently available are from New
England Custom Gun and Express Sight
Systems that fit either Weaver bases or
Ruger’s integral bases.

Folding Cleaning Rod
Here’s one of the neatest tools I’ve ever

carried. It’s Atsko’s (the Sno-Seal people)
Rapid Rod. This is a folding, aluminum
cleaning rod that takes standard fittings,
weighs only 2 ounces and comes in its own
little pouch where you can stash some patches,
jag, brush and even one of Birchwood Casey’s
anti-rust Sheath Take-Along’s. 

The Rapid Rod becomes a totally rigid rod
with the turn of its handle. It can manage any
bore size from .22 to 10 gauge and barrels up
to 30 inches long. Carried in your pocket or
pack, it earns its keep if you’ve ever acciden-
tally rammed your muzzle into a snow drift or
muddy earth, or experienced a stuck wad or
cartridge case. And at the end of the day, it’s
always there to run a patch or two through a 

2

1

continued on page 66

A pocket-sized survival/first aid kit, plus
instructional bandanna can save your life if
the unexpected occurs. The pocket survival
book is good camp reading. Don’t neg-
lect a little basic maintenance in the
hunting camp.

2

1

2

1
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“Ballard’s shop is a great blend of old and new. Off to one side is a 
modern CNC machine center and the lathes and milling machines are 
of a newer vintage but on the work benches you’ll see hand tools.”

Ihave a confession to make. For much of my life I looked
down on older guns. Back when Winchester single-shots
and lever actions were plentiful and inexpensive you

couldn’t have given me one. Today, much of my most
enjoyable shooting involves them.

There is something really neat about launching a big 405
grain cast bullet at a steel gong 300 yards away. There is a
long pause between bang and clang. But back then the .45-
70 was a cartridge that had no place in my armory. It was
much too old, slow and underpowered. Stupid me.

Nostalgic Reflections
Today many shooters are caught in the wave of nostalgia

largely inspired by the growth of cowboy shooting. This, in
turn, has inspired the industry to provide replicas that don’t
cost an arm and leg, but there’s another segment as well. Let
me introduce you to Ballard Rifle Company’s re-production

of the Winchester High Wall. The word is pronounced with
emphasis on the “re” by Steve Garbe, president of Ballard,
for he points out that his High Wall is simply new produc-
tion of the original gun. Parts for the new version inter-
change with the old (hint: if you need parts for an old High
Wall call Ballard).

Late last year I was able to visit Ballard’s shop in Cody,
Wyoming, and watch them lovingly make authentic Ballard
patent rifles and Winchester 1885s such as the one you see
here. This beauty was hanging on the show room wall as a
display model, but a little pleading got it to come for a visit.

John Browning’s First
To appreciate this rifle we first need to study a bit of his-

tory. Any time one hears the name of John Browning the
automatic association is with the 1911 pistol. Actually that
design came late in the output of the prolific genius. At the

BALLARD
RIFLE’S 

1885 HIGH WALL 
Petty tests one of the new Ballard 1885 High
Walls and finds it to be a fine shooting rifle.

BY CHARLES E. PETTY

continued on page 39
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age of 24, Browning received a patent for a single-shot rifle.
It was made at the Browning brothers shop in Ogden, Utah,
and was chambered for the big-bore cartridges that were the
staple of buffalo and other hunters in the West. 

The rifle proved to be exceptionally durable and accurate
and came to the attention of Winchester. They purchased the
rights to Browning’s patent and, in 1885, Winchester pro-
duced the first of many thousands. It was known as the
Model 1885, or more often, as “the single shot.”

The action can be described as a falling block in which a
fairly large breech block is operated by a lever underneath.
When the lever is opened the block falls out of the way to eject
a spent cartridge and allow the shooter to load. When the lever
is closed the block is lifted with a slight cam force that locks
the breech block in place. This type of action is considerably
stronger than the “Trapdoor” Springfield of the day. 

It was faster to load and shoot than the Springfield and
Sharps rifles because the hammer was cocked by the lever’s
operating cycle. So all the user had to do was pull down on
the lever to eject the case, slide in a fresh cartridge, and
close the lever. He was ready to shoot again. There was no
need to put the hammer to half cock, operate the latch,
reload, close the breech, and manually cock the hammer as
was required with the Springfield.

Back to the present. 

Ballard’s High Wall
The rifle I am testing is a faithful re-creation of

Browning’s 1885. The sample rifle’s receiver is beautifully
case hardened. A version with blued receiver is also avail-
able, but there is a difference beyond the finish. Most blue
steel firearms receivers are made from 4140 steel alloy. For
best results on receivers destined to be color case hardened,
Ballard uses 8620 steel. 

While the High Wall is extremely strong in either mate-
rial, Ballard will chamber rifles with the case hardened
receiver only for period black powder cartridges. Further,
they recommend that the case hardened receivers be shot
only with black powder equivalent loads. As you probably
know, most loading manuals have three different levels of
.45-70 data. The first is suitable for the older rifles such as
the Trapdoor Springfield and original Winchesters. Those
are the only ones used here. 

Ballard’s shop is a great blend of old and new. Off to one
side is a modern CNC machine center, and the lathes and
milling machines are of a newer vintage. But on the work
benches you’ll see hand tools. In the wood shop there is no
duplicating-machine. The desired outline is marked on the
stock blank and gifted hands take it from there. Virtually
everything on the sample rifle was manufactured by Ballard. 

The exception is the No. 4 octagonal barrel which came
from Badger Barrels — but which was profiled and finished
by Ballard’s talented craftsmen. The customer can have some
choices here too for both Krieger and Douglas barrels are
available. I’m sure some screws are store bought, but the
stock, action and sights are not. Some parts are roughed out on
a CNC machine center, but finished and fitted by hand. They
do their own blueing and spectacular real case hardening.

Of Alchemy And Steel 
There are a number of replica firearms on the market that

sport “color case hardening.” In some cases, that is exactly
what you receive, but often these mottled finishes are pro-
duced artificially. Genuine pack case hardening is more art
than science. The job of surface preparation and hardening
in the Ballard shop falls to Keith Kilby. You may have heard
this gentleman’s name before, as he is also one of America’s
most respected custom knifemakers. 

Kilby is passionate about his work, and has spent many
hours refining the process to ensure both a beautiful col-
oration and good depth of hardening on the finished com-
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ponents. In simplest terms, parts to be color cased must first
be meticulously prepared, and Kilby hand polishes them
until the proper finish is achieved. The prepared compo-
nents are then carefully arrayed in a mixture consisting of
charred leather, bone meal and other ingredients as they are
packed into an iron container. 

The sealed container is brought to the critical tempera-
ture in a furnace and allowed to “heat soak” for a time. This
infuses additional carbon into the surface of the steel com-
ponents. When all is in readiness, the container is taken

from the furnace, hurriedly opened, and the contents
plunged into the quenching tank. The exact formulation,
temperature and degree of aeration of the quenching water
is another of the critical secrets that will make or break the
color case hardening process. 

Done correctly, the result is a steel component with a
hard skin or “case” perhaps .001 to .002 thousandths of an
inch deep, along with a beautiful mottled coloration of
blues, grays and reds. Suffice to say, Ballard does it cor-
rectly, and the result is beautiful to behold.

A Winning Team
Another part of the Ballard team who’s influence is seen in

the High Wall is Ron Long. Long, formerly of Denver, Colo.,
is well known and respected by those who participate in the
demanding discipline of Black Powder Cartridge Rifle silhou-
ette competition. Long-built rifles often dominate the winners
circle in this sport, and he has brought his hard won knowledge
and experience to the new 1885s being produced by Ballard.

John Browning’s proven design is strong, simple and
easy to use. The excellent mid-range vernier sight is
made on site by Ballard. Great wood-to-metal fit, crisp
checkering and genuine pack case hardening make the
Ballard High Wall one of the most attractive rifles Petty has
reviewed. Color case hardened and checkered, the
buttplate is a perfect match to the style of the Ballard.
The forend is correctly proportioned, very nicely checkered
and features a schnabel style tip. 
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Superb Fit And Finish
As you will see from the photos, this is a truly gorgeous

rifle. And what you see here is representative of a fairly
basic rifle with a few options. The walnut of stock and
forend match nicely. The grade of wood here is standard, but
you can have pretty well whatever you want — and can pay
for — in walnut. Ballard’s inventory of blanks runs all the
way up to some truly spectacular exhibition-grade wood.
Checkering is hand cut with no over-runs and wood to metal
fit is what you’d expect for a custom rifle: just right.

I’ve raved about the case hardening, but the blueing isn’t
bad either. It takes a special talent to hand-polish any gun, but
the octagonal barrel with all those flats and edges gives an extra
opportunity to mess up. A critical eye along the flats and cor-
ners sees that the flats are flat and corners sharp — just as they
should be. The color of the blue, which is done in house, is deep
and lustrous. The muzzle is finished in the manner of European
custom guns and is polished brightly and left “in the white,”
which contrasts pleasingly with the blue and case color.

At The Loading Bench And The Range
When I first began to work with the Ballard I expected

it to be a fun nostalgia trip. And so it was. But along the way
it turned into an interesting handloading project and a
pointed reminder of the whims of rifles and components.
Let me explain.

I began loading with two cast bullets (300 and 405
grain) and jacketed bullets of 300, 350 and 405 grains
weight. Not too long ago the .45-70 was viewed as some-
thing of a problem child for reloaders, but there is now lots
of data using powders such as 4895, Reloder 7 and 12, AA
2015 BR and H-322. Loading data was used from all the
major manuals.

I shot four factory loads and got five shot groups at 100
yards that ranged between 1.8 and 2.2 inches, and then
began shooting a series of handloads with both cast and
jacketed bullets. A wide assortment of handloads did about
the same. Then I happened across a load in Hodgdon’s
manual using Varget powder and a 300 grain JHP. 
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I’ve been ultra cautious with powders
we could call “non-traditional” in the .45-
70 so I loaded only a few rounds with 50.0
grains of Varget and the Remington 300
grain JHP. This is a little below the starting
load but gave 1,433 fps from the 32 inch
barrel. Groups with some other loads that
day gave results typical of earlier session.
But when I shot the Varget loads I thought
something was wrong. 

Through the scope I could see but a
single nice round one-hole group that later
measured .77 inch. This amounts to a
quantum leap in accuracy so, as you might
expect, Varget became an object of my
affection when it came time to load more
ammo for the High Wall. To my delight,
accuracy was consistent with groups always
under an inch.

Shooting this rifle is almost too much
fun. With a weight of 10.7 pounds, recoil
is of little concern and with the excep-
tional vernier rear and aperture front
sights you can really be very precise in
accuracy. These sights are made by
Ballard and are an extra cost option but
completely worthwhile for the type of
shooting I was doing.

Now For The Fun Part
As I learned more about the rifle the

next step was to stretch out the range. My
home range has an 18 inch diameter steel
gong set 300 yards downrange. It took con-
siderable cranking on the elevation adjust-
ment but the vernier scale on the sight
made it easy to keep track of the changes,
which were substantial. 

By spotting hits in the dirt it didn’t take
too long to zero in on the gong and hit it
with satisfying regularity. And there is
another fun part: the load that seems to
shoot best leaves the muzzle at about 1,500
fps. So it takes about two seconds for the
bullet to get there, where it arrives at
around 1,000 fps and yet still delivers quite
a whack. Then a little more time passes
until the sound gets back. It’s almost
spooky for it takes so long I often thought
I’d missed... then the clang would show up
a moment later. Great fun!

As you might expect these hand built
rifles aren’t cheap. Prices for Ballard’s High
Wall start at $2,050 and go up from there
depending on options such as wood, check-
ering and sights. These really are very much
custom rifles with many options but there is
one thing it is hard to put a price on... that is
the sheer fun of shooting a real piece of his-
tory... and doing it often.FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Ballard Rifle. LLC 
[307] 587-4914 

www.ballardrifles.com
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M16-13SF. A unique version of Kit Carson’s M16
with Tanto blade, dual Carson Flippers forming a hilt 
blade guard, CNC machined hard anodized 6061 T6
aluminum frame, all in black non-reflective dress.  
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Springfield Armory’s New M1 Garand
The most significant rifle of the 20th Century is once
again available to the American shooter.

STORY BY 
CHARLES KARWAN

History
IN YOUR

Hands
PHOTOS BY 

ICHIRO NAGATA

The rifle is heavy in my hands. Its finish is spotless
— no wear, no corrosion. Beautiful, dense and
dark, the stock is perfect, sans dents or damage.

I’ve just returned from the range, and I know the rifle
shoots as good as it looks. A lot of M1s have passed
through my hands, but none that looked as good as this. 

It should look good. This Garand is not a beat up,
reworked, abused veteran, but rather brand new produc-
tion from Springfield Armory. I’m anxious to describe it
to you in detail, but you can’t speak of John C. Garand’s
masterpiece without  understanding a little history.

The Service Rifle That Nearly Was
The same stodgy folks who armed most Civil War

Union soldiers with muzzle loading percussion mus-
kets when excellent metallic cartridge repeaters were
available finally got one right with the M1 Garand.

When the Army Ordnance folks conceived of the
idea of developing a semiautomatic rifle just after World
War I, they very intelligently hired two top-notch gun
designers for the job — John Garand and J. D. Pedersen.

Eventually Garand’s design won
out but it was originally scheduled

for adoption in a novel cartridge designed by Pedersen,
the .276 Pedersen. 

I have handled a .276 Garand prototype in the
West Point Museum collection and it is an intriguing
rifle. It is much slimmer and trimmer than the .30-
’06 M1, about a pound and a half lighter, and gener-
ally handier. 

Recoil must have been quite mild, and
its magazine capacity was 10 rounds
instead of eight. While the .276 Pedersen
was less powerful than the .30-’06, it was
more than adequately powerful for service
rifle use — typically launching a 125
grain 7mm bullet at 2,550 fps.



Springfield Armory’s New M1 Garand

STORY BY 
HARLES KARWAN
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tional combat rifle. There is no doubt the M1 Garand was
one of the crowning achievements in the rather checkered
history of the U. S. Army Ordnance system. 

While I believe the .276 Garand would have been even
better, the .30 M1 Garand was unquestionably the best
combat rifle of its day. It was also the first semiautomatic
rifle to be adopted as the standard, general issue rifle of any
nation in the world. Combat use proved the M1 Garand was
actually more rugged and reliable than the bolt action
M1903 Springfield it replaced.

Eye-Witness To History
To quote from the book Shots Fired In Anger, authored

by LTC John George, who served as an Army officer at
Guadalcanal and in Burma as one of Merrill’s Marauders:

“In the matter of jams and malfunctioning it seemed very
doubtful if the Springfield proved as reliable as the Garand,
round for round. The old faults of the M-1903 — a fre-
quently broken firing pin assembly and a delicate front and
rear sight — seemed to account for as many stoppages in
combat as feeding difficulties did with the M1... And most
of the stoppages encountered in M1 firing are not ‘stop-

In 1932 the recommendation for adoption and produc-
tion of the .276 Garand rifle was approved all the way up to
Army Chief of Staff, General Douglas MacArthur.
Unfortunately, MacArthur unilaterally disapproved it. He
wanted the rifle but in .30-’06. 

This was done and the .30-’06 Garand eventually passed
its tests just as well as did the .276 version. In January of 1936
it was officially adopted as the “U. S. Rifle, Cal. .30 M1.” 

MacArthur’s decision caused a four year delay in getting
the Garand adopted and in production. Our military forces
might have been far better prepared when the war eventu-
ally broke out if that delay had not taken place.

Desperate Need
When World War II broke out, only about 40,000 .30 M1

Garand rifles had been produced, and few were in the hands
of troops. The new rifle was particularly scarce overseas,
but it soon took over as the primary combat rifle of the
entire U. S. Army.

The M1 went through a series of changes and refine-
ments as the war progressed and evolved into a truly excep-
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pages’ at all. The greater part of them merely nullify the
semi-auto feature, leaving the soldier yet armed with a
weapon that can be hand operated almost as fast as a
Springfield in perfect condition.”

Superior Fighting Rifle
In addition, the M1 Garand has, in my considerable

experience with both rifles, a much higher level of practical
accuracy than the M1903 Springfield. Please note that I said
“practical accuracy.” In combat the only thing that counts is
hits. The M1 is far easier to get hits with in the field than the
old M1903. There is simply no comparison. 

The primary reason is that the M1 has perhaps the best
combat sights ever put on a military rifle, while the M1903
just might have the worst. Also the Garand sight is
extremely fast to use while the M1903 sight is extremely
poor in this regard, particularly in dim light. 

In combat this difference in speed is significant because
of the fleeting nature of the typical combat target. Which is
why I say the M1 Garand has better practical accuracy than
the rifle it replaced. Actually it’s not even close — the M1
is that much better.

As good as it was, the M1 had its drawbacks. The two
most prominent were its substantial weight (officially 9.5
pounds but actually well over 10 pounds fully loaded with
sling and cleaning kit in the butt trap) and its eight round en-
bloc clip feed system.

There is no question that the M1 was heavier than it
should have been, but as was pointed out earlier this was
largely a function of its chambering. If it had been made in
.276 Pedersen it would have weighed considerably less. 

That Cussed Clip
The en-bloc clip feed system of the M1 probably led to

more criticism than any other characteristic. It was little
more than a slight variation of the Mannlicher clip system
which was obsolescent by the late 1890s. As applied to the
M1, the rifle must have its ammunition in an eight round clip
or it will not feed and you have little more than a self-
ejecting single shot rifle.

This sounds like a serious deficiency, but it never turned out
to be so in World War II or Korea. Virtually all of the ammu-
nition intended for rifle use was sent to the troops already 

continued on page 72
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Elyse and Madison, an integral part of the test team, offered the 12-year-
old’s perspective: “Cool.” It was unanimous.



We all grew up seeing those ads for that six-wheeled “go
anywhere” vehicle in the classified sections of outdoor
magazines. It usually showed two fellows with big smiles

on their faces as they gamely forged a stream or climbed a steep
ravine. And, if you had any blood in your body at all, you lusted for
one. Terribly. But it seems they were always just “out of reach,” and
we had too many reasons not to go for it.

Today’s hunters, hikers and outdoors-types, however, go for it
with a vengeance. With the introduction of Honda’s three-wheelers,
suddenly almost anyone could afford personal, off-road wheels.
Hunters soon realized the value of these handy little gizmos. For a
couple of thousand dollars they had a way of getting “way back
there” where the big bucks and virgin trout streams hid, without
beating themselves half to death in the process. 

Besides, who wants to hike out with 150 pounds of elk on their
back if they don’t have to? Hold your cries of “unsportsmanlike” and
“when I was your age we didn’t do such things” and listen up.
Today’s hunter often has limited time to travel to his hunting desti-
nation, enjoy his hunt, and get back in time to re-start the work-week
grind. Any advantage they can use to help give them more on-scene
hunting time is considered money — and time — well spent. 

Novelties?
In the early days, even the three-wheelers were considered

unusual in the field. Surplus Jeeps, standard four-wheel drive vehi-
cles, and boot-power were the norm. As the public grew to accept the
sight of the little helpers, manufacturers began to cater to the hunter
with models specifically designed to meet their needs. Today, you
only need to look at a Cabelas catalog (www.cabelas.com) to see just
how far the market has come. Their multiple page listing of every
goodie you can think of to bolt on, weld-to and snap onto a modern
ATV (all terrain vehicle) can cause anyone who owns an ATV to get
sweaty palms and heart palpitations. 

The introduction of the four wheel ATV cycle really opened the
door. Now, you can buy custom “cabs” that snap around your cycle.
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FOUR-PLAY
E-Z-GO’S VERSATILE 
“LITTLE TRUCK”

These newest ATVs offer a civilized 
way to explore the great outdoors.

BY ROY HUNTINGTON 
Editor, American Handgunner Magazine

With the Advantage® Classic Camo option, the Workhorse looks
right at home in the hunting field.
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plus enough rifle and bow cases, coolers, saddle bags, carry
racks, GPS holders, water and gas goodies, loading ramps,
winches and even dog carriers to please anyone’s worse
case of the “gotta’-have-its.” From heated handlebar covers
to fluffy sheepskin seats, today’s ATV riders’ wishes have
become manufacturers’ commands. 

But still, an ATV cycle is limited. Usually two-up is the
maximum passenger payload and you are still, well, riding
with an engine between your ‘nether regions and subject to
all the trials and tribulations of slapping branches and
slinging mud. There must be a more civilized way to con-
duct business when afield these days — and there is. The
newest generation of four-wheeled ATV machines.

Loading is easy with a pair of aluminum ramps. The
Workhorse fits in the bed of a full-sized pick-up truck. In
some models the tailgate may have to be down. The
hydraulic bed lift offered a high level of convenience when
the Workhorse was put to use as a landscaping truck. From
loading firewood to hauling game, the dump bed is a first-
rate idea. The Workhorse’s compact 350 cc air cooled
twin offers 11 horsepower, delivered when you need it. It
ran cool in the heat of the California desert.
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Here and Now
These new machines allow a rider to sud-

denly become a passenger. With bench or
bucket seats, windshield and roof, think of
them as golf carts on steroids. Which, as a
matter of fact, many of them are. For
instance, the E-Z-GO Workhorse ST Sport is
manufactured by E-Z-GO, long famous for
its gasoline and electrically powered golf
carts. All of which can be a good thing. Few
vehicles are subjected to the daily grind of
starting, stopping and general abuse and
neglect that a golf cart endures. Take that
experience and technology and add a healthy
dose of heavy-duty welds, shocks and other
goodies and presto — off-roading in comfort
and style becomes a reality. 

Say good-bye to cramped leg muscles
and mud in ‘yer eye and hello to sitting
back with lots of room to carry equipment
and game. Factor in the multiple uses pos-
sible with a vehicle like the Workhorse
(ranch, home and more) and you have a lot
of versatility for your buck. Big motors,
solid suspensions and lists of features and
options you might not have thought pos-
sible, are all, indeed possible, when the
platform is a bit bigger. The ATV cycle
still has a place and is a real winner. But in
many cases — especially for a, shall we
say, “mature” hunter — the comfort of a
full-sized Workhorse-type ATV just plain
makes good sense.

Torqued-Off
The bigger vehicles require beefier

engines, or at least more sophisticated engi-
neering, in some cases. Low end torque rules
the game and high-end speed is often sacri-
ficed for a low-geared tranny. Surprisingly,
many of the bigger machines are not four
wheel drive, but after testing the Workhorse
we rapidly discovered four wheel drive isn’t
always necessary for the kinds of jobs these
vehicles are capable of handling. 

While not really intended for heavy-duty
off-roading (the gooey mud and deep snow
kind), the Workhorse handled any situation
the riders were inclined to try. Discretion is
always the watchword when off-road, and
by sticking to “sorta’ visible dirt roads” the
Workhorse keeps you out of trouble. Top
speed measures out around 12 to 15 mph,
which is plenty fast to keep the bugs in your
teeth and the branches whipping past the
windshield. Besides — what’s your hurry?

Gas mileage is measured in hours per
gallon and on one test we ran the Workhorse
(with it’s 350 cc engine) virtually all day,
with zillions of runs up and down dirt roads
and the “let me drive it” crowd running
amuck. By the end of the day the six gallon
tank registered slightly less than half full (or
half empty?) so we got, ‘er, ‘um, about three
or four hours to the gallon. Give or take
some. Suffice to say they are stingy in the
gasoline arena. Besides, with all that room,
an extra gas can is no problem.

continued on page 70
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If there is anything that even comes close to rivaling a
big-bore sixgun when hunting deer, bear, or wild hogs in
heavy brush or timber, it is a short-barreled lever-action

chambered in a big-bore sixgun or rifle cartridge. 
When the .44 Magnum arrived in the mid-1950s it

changed the face of sixgunning forever, giving handgun
hunters what had to that time been unheard of power in a
revolver. It also soon found its way into lever action car-
bines. Just as they had done earlier with the .357 Magnum,
custom gunsmiths began to convert old Model 1892
Winchesters to .44 Magnum. 

It did not take firearms manufacturers very long to dis-
cover there was a real market in chambering their leverguns
for the .44 Magnum, and by the mid-1960s both the
Winchester Model 1894 and the Marlin Model 336 were
available in the big .44. I purchased one of the very early
Marlin .44 Magnums more than 30 years ago, and it long
ago became one of those never sell or trade away rifles. 

It would be very hard to find a more suitable round and
rifle than a .44 Magnum levergun for close range deer, black
bear, and feral pig hunting. Winchester, Marlin, Browning
and Rossi have all produced lever action .44 Magnums. The

BY JOHN TAFFIN
MARLIN 1894 .44 MAGNUM/DRC CUSTOM

Load MV TKO Group
Winchester 260 gr. Partition Gold 1,595 25.5 11⁄8"

Cor-Bon 260 gr. Bonded Core 1,854 29.6 3⁄8"
Buffalo Bore 270 gr. JFN 1,707 28.3 1"
Speer 270 gr. Gold Dot 1,526 25.3 11⁄8"

Cor-Bon 280 gr. Bonded Core 1,575 27.1 7⁄8"
Buffalo Bore 300 gr. JSP 1,596 29.4 11⁄8"

Cor-Bon 300 gr. JSP 1,543 28.4 11⁄4"
Federal 300 gr. Hard Cast 1,460 26.9 3⁄4"
Buffalo Bore 305 gr. LBT 1,631 30.6 13⁄8"

Garrett 310 gr. Keith 1,511 28.8 11⁄8"
Black Hills 320 gr. Hard Cast 1,404 27.6 1"

Cor-Bon 320 gr. Hard Cast 1,479 29.1 13⁄8"
Garrett 330 gr. HammerHead 1,599 32.4 13⁄8"

Hornady 265 gr./20.0 gr. AA#9 1,596 26.0 11⁄4"
Speer 270 gr. GD/17.0 gr. AA#9 1,365 22.6 13⁄8"

Hornady 300 gr. XTP/17.5 gr. AA#9 1,377 25.4 11⁄2"
Nosler 300 gr. JHP/17.0 gr. AA#9 1,345 24.8 3⁄4"
Sierra 300 gr. JFP/17.5 gr. AA#9 1,313 24.2 1"
Speer 300 gr. JFP/18.5 gr. AA#9 1,407 25.9 3⁄4"
CPBC 320 gr. LBT/18.0 gr. AA#9 1,452 28.5 3⁄4"

CUSTOM 
MARLIN
LEVERGUNS
Big-Bores For Bear, 
Boar And Buffalo.

1895 MARLIN.475 GNR/REEDER CUSTOM
Load MV TKO Group

CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/50.0 gr.H322 1,779 45.3 11⁄2"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/52.0 gr. H322 1,810 46.1 21⁄4"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/54.0 gr. H322 1,914 48.7 15⁄8"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/56.0 gr. H322 1,985 50.5 13⁄4"

CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/46.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,620 41.2 13⁄8"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/48.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,647 41.9 15⁄8"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/50.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,703 43.3 11⁄2"
CPBC 375 gr. LBT-GC/52.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,844 46.9 11⁄2"

CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/46.0 gr. H322 1,641 47.3 13⁄8"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/48.0 gr. H322 1,695 48.9 21⁄2"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/50.0 gr. H322 1,781 51.4 21⁄2"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/52.0 gr. H322 1,856 53.5 23⁄4"

CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/44.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,562 45.0 2"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/46.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,586 45.7 21⁄8"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/48.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,677 48.4 21⁄2"
CPBC 425 gr. LBT-GC/50.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,833 52.9 2"

Hornady 400 gr. XTP/50.0 gr. H322 1,790 48.6 13⁄4"
Speer 400 gr. FN/50.0 gr. H322 1,773 48.1 11⁄4"
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Brownings are long out of production, however, the .44 Magnum is
alive and well in Rossi, Winchester, and especially Marlin leverguns.

Marlin's First .44 Magnum
The first Marlin .44 Magnum was chambered in their long Model

336 action. The short action Marlin 1894, which had been cham-
bered in the .25-20, .32-20, .38-40, and .44-40, was dropped from
production in 1935. However, Marlin could see the market for a
return to a short action levergun and a modernized version of the
1894 was introduced in 1969. 

Since that time, in addition to .44 Magnum, it has been cham-
bered in the .357 Magnum, .41 Magnum, .45 Colt, .44-40, .32-20,
.25-20, and .218 Bee. Hopefully, someday soon we’ll see the other
hyphenated cartridge added to the 1894 line up, that being the .38-
40.

In the last quarter of the 19th century, sixguns and leverguns
chambered for the same cartridge were a popular combination. This
idea is still popular today, and the most commonly encountered com-
binations are the Magnums .357 and .44 in both sixgun and long-gun
form. Depending upon which area of the country one lives in, one or
both of these combinations makes a great deal of sense. 

My old Marlin 336 .44 Magnum has spent a lot of time as a com-
panion to either a Ruger .44 Blackhawk or a S&W .44 Magnum. It is
simply one of the handiest leverguns ever offered. 

Having said all that, one might conclude that it could not be
improved. That would be wrong as every firearm can be improved to
some extent. 

Making A Good Gun Better
My original Marlin 336 .44 Magnum has gone through two

improvements. The first year I used it in a wet Idaho winter, the stock
finish, or what little there was, died. I spent several weeks refinishing
that stock with about a dozen coats of Tru-Oil followed by rubbing
with 0000 steel wool. 

About ten years ago, I made a further improvement by having the
butt stock and forearm slimmed down to make an even handier lev-
ergun. I could have made a good case for having arrived at levergun
perfection. However, any good guncrank knows the path to enjoyment
is trying to get closer and closer to that all elusive perfection.

For the past several months I have been shooting and enjoying a
Marlin .44 Magnum levergun that dramatically reduces the space
between perfection and my Model 336. This little big-bore levergun

David Clay custom Marlin takedown. As can be seen, the takedown system is no
handicap to accuracy.
David Clay custom Marlin takedown. As can be seen, the takedown system is no
handicap to accuracy.
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was built for Ashley Emerson who designed
the Express Sight Systems Ghost Ring sight. 

Emerson is a kindred spirit. He appreciates
sixguns and easy handling leverguns both
chambered for big-bore cartridges. We also
share a favorite hunting spot, that being the
Penn Baggett Ranch outside of Ozona, Texas.

David Clay Custom Takedown
Emerson’s custom .44 Magnum was

built by DRC Custom Guns. In addition to
the ghost ring sights, both forearm and butt
stock have been slimmed down and refin-
ished. A Pachmayr Decelerator recoil pad
has been carefully fitted, the octagonal
barrel has been slimmed to reduce weight,
all metal parts have been richly refinished in
a deep dark blue and all sharp edges gently
rounded for carrying and handling comfort. 

The entire package turns out to be just
about the slickest little levergun one can
imagine. However, there is more. To make it
easy to transport, this little Marlin has been
transformed into a take-down model. This
makes transportation very easy as it can be
packed into a small container that does not
shout, “Rifle Enclosed.” 

The take-down feature is easily oper-
ated. With the action opened, two spring
loaded detents at the front end of the mag-
azine tube are pressed simultaneously
which allows the tube to move far enough
forward so that the barrel, magazine tube,
and forearm may be unscrewed as a unit.
When they are replaced in reverse order, a
transverse catch behind the back end of the
forearm locks into place. 

DRC specializes in takedown leverguns
that feature a locking mechanism to allow car-
tridges to remain in the magazine tube during
the take-down process and also an adjustment
between action and barrel assemblies to cor-
rect any possible future wear. From what I
have seen of this levergun and other work by
DRC, I can recommend them highly.

Small frame custom 1894 from David Clay
is compared to a large frame 1895 Marlin
from Cosby's Custom.



57WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM OCTOBER 2002

.45-90, .33 Winchester, and, of course, its
most popular chambering, the .45-70. 

In 1972 the Model 1895 was resurrected
in a new and stronger version chambered in
.45-70. It has been a most popular rifle
among hunters who are not interested in
seeing how far away they can shoot game. In
1964, the .45-70 was joined by a new car-
tridge, the .444 Marlin. This kinder, gentler
cartridge does with a 300 grain bullet what
the .45-70 does with a 400 grain bullet. If
one does not need the power of the .45-70,
the .444 Marlin makes a great choice.

So we now have Marlin leverguns avail-
able for hunters in .44 Magnum, .444
Marlin, and .45-70. Is there still room for
improvement? 

Ideal Sights For 
Close-Range Hunting

Ghost Ring sights are designed for
hunting up close, and I personally cannot
punch tiny little groups in paper targets at
long range with them. What these sights lack
in long range precision (for my eyes), they
more than make up for in speed. 

The rear Ghost Ring sight consists of a
very large diameter aperture with thin rim
which mounts to the existing holes on the
Marlin’s receiver. It is a tidy and compact
sight which features simple but good
windage and elevation adjustments. The
front sight can be a bead, or as on this rifle,
a tapered post with an easy to see white
stripe down the center. For close in hunting,
this is about the best setup imaginable.

A Feast Of .44 Loads
Leverguns can be very stubborn about

what loads they will feed with some of
them in .44 Magnum only accepting stan-
dard 240 grain bulleted rounds. Not this
custom Marlin. Most serious hunting
loads in .44 Magnum are loaded to longer
than standard OAL, with bullet weights
up to 330 grains. The action on Ashley’s
DRC built .44 Magnum will even handle
the extra long 330 grain Hammerheads
from Garrett Cartridges. 

As this is a levergun designed for up
close and personal use, all groups are three
shots at 25 yards. In the accompanying
chart I have also listed the TKO rating for
each round.

TKO stands for Taylor Knock Out and
was designed by elephant hunter John
“Pondoro” Taylor to give a clearer picture
than muzzle energy figures of the capa-
bility of each cartridge and bullet combi-
nation. TKO numbers are a simple a way
of comparing load to load and cartridge to
cartridge. It is found by multiplying bullet
diameter times bullet weight times
muzzle velocity and then dividing this
number by 7000.

Large Frame Custom Marlin
The adoption of the .45-70 cartridge in

1873 by the U.S. Army set off a race to see
which manufacturer would succeed in
designing a lever-action repeating rifle large
and strong enough to accept the potent
Government cartridge. Marlin won that race
with its Model 1881. 

The later, John Browning designed
Winchester 1886 was a better and stronger
gun. Sparked by this competition, Marlin
looked toward the future and in 1895
brought out their new large levergun with a
solid-top receiver and side ejection.

The 1895 Marlin did not last very long,
only until 1917, during which time it was
chambered in .38-56, .40-65, .40-72, .40-82,

MARLIN 1895M .450 MARLIN/COSBY CUSTOM
Load MV TKO 25 Yards 50 Yards

Hornady Factory 350 gr. 1,947 44.6 1/2" 13⁄8"
Hornady 300 gr. JFP/50.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,750 34.4 3/4" 13⁄8"
Hornady 350 gr. JFP/48.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,830 41.9 11⁄2" 15⁄8"
Speer 400 gr. JFP/46.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,743 45.6 11⁄2" 11⁄8"
Speer 400 gr. JFP/50.0 gr. Reloder 7 1,923 50.3 5/8" 15⁄8"

25 Yard groups are three shots using Ghost Ring sights. 50 yard 
groups use Tasco Pro-Point Red Dot Scope.

Gary Reeder's custom .475
GNR is as potent as it is
handsome.

The Cosby custom is also an easy to trans-
port takedown conversion.

Gary Reeder's custom .475
GNR is as potent as it is
handsome.

The Cosby custom is also an easy to trans-
port takedown conversion.
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are polished and jeweled, as is the loading
gate. Swivel studs are added to the stock and
forearm to accept a detachable sling, and
once again, we see the installation of the
excellent Express Sight Systems Ghost Ring
rear and post front sight. 

To make this .450 Marlin Custom even
more versatile, an Express Sight Systems
Lever Scout scope base is fitted on the
barrel. The Scout concept calls for an inter-
mediate eye relief scope to be mounted for-
ward of the receiver with the advantage
being quicker target acquisition and also
being able to keep both eyes open and see
around the scope. This really helps in close-
up hunting situations. 

Cosby also specializes in take-down lev-
erguns and he has performed his magic on
this .450 Marlin. Forward of the front sight
one finds a double barrel band that encircles
both barrel and magazine tube. Directly
behind this at the bottom of the magazine
tube is a spring-loaded plunger. When this is
pressed, the magazine tube can be moved
forward about 1 inch which allows the
barrel, magazine tube, and forearm to be
unscrewed from the action. The action must
be opened before this is accomplished. 

A magazine cutoff allows cartridges to
remain in the tube as the take down process is
accomplished. Cosby has a take-up system
that allows adjustment should any looseness
occur. I have tested several of Cosby’s
custom leverguns and sixguns over the years
and have always found them to have one
thing in common and that is excellent work-

Enter The .450 Marlin
Marlin and Hornady thought so, and the

result last year was a new chambering for
the 1895. The new cartridge is the .450
Marlin, and with its 350 grain bullet is a
dead ringer for heavy loads in the .45-70
offered by Buffalo Bore and Cor-Bon. So
why the .450 Marlin? The answer is simple.
Marlin wanted a heavy load for the .45-70
but both Marlin and Hornady were con-
cerned about the possibility of someone
dropping such a load in an ancient
Springfield Trap-Door. 

In today’s litigation driven society, nei-
ther company was interested in providing an
opportunity for anyone to do such a thing.
Hence the .450 Marlin. It uses the same bul-
lets as the .45-70. However, it differs from
the 125 year-old cartridge by having a belt
around the base above the rim that keeps it
from chambering in a .45-70. And vice
versa, a .45-70 will not chamber in a .450.

Cosby Custom .450 Marlin
I had the opportunity last year to thor-

oughly test and develop handloads for
Marlin’s 1895 chambered in .450 Marlin.
Now from Cosby’s Custom Guns comes the
first customized Marlin .450. Brian Cosby
starts with the standard Model 1895M .450
Marlin and performs many custom features. 

The action is smoothed, additional ports
are added at the end of the barrel to help
control felt recoil, the hammer and trigger
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manship. He is highly recommended.
In test firing the Cosby Custom .450

Marlin, I fired it at 25 yards with the Ghost
Ring sights and at 50 yards with a Tasco Pro-
Point Red Dot scope mounted on the Lever
Scout Base. At 50 yards the red dot covers
approximately 4 inches. Once again, this is
for fast target acquisition and not for
punching small groups in paper. 

Still More Power — .475 GNR
You say you still want more? We have

taken care of the black bear and the boar, so
how about something for buffalo, namely a
custom Marlin 1895 chambered in a new
wildcat cartridge? While the cartridge is new
to the Marlin, it has been advanced by sev-
eral wildcatters as it is such an easy cartridge
to form. Gary Reeder Custom Guns now
offers the Marlin Buffalo Hunter chambered
in .475 GNR. 

This cartridge is simply the .45-70 case
blown out straight to hold a bullet of .475
caliber. Brass is easy to obtain either by
using .45-70 cases or better yet ordering
properly headstamped and formed .475
GNR brass from Starline. Hard cast gas
checked bullets are offered CPBC (Cast
Performance Bullet Company), as well as
400 grain jacketed bullets from both
Hornady and Speer. 

The jacketed bullets are designed for use
in the .475 Linebaugh, and a call to Allan
Jones of the Speer Technical Staff and editor
of the Speer Reloading Manual, confirmed

that the 400 grain .475 Speer flat-nosed
bullet should be fine for such large critters as
elk, caribou and moose. But it is not recom-
mended for the big bears nor for any of the
African game that can bite back. 

The origin of the Buffalo Hunter goes back
a couple of years to Reeder’s Alaskan Classic
with a 16 inch barrel chambered in .444 Marlin
and .45-70. This newer version on the Marlin
Model 1895 features a heavy 18 inch barrel,
full length magazine tube that holds five
rounds and an especially engraved receiver
with buffalo on both sides — Cape buffalo on
one and American bison on the other. 

The action is smooth, all metal parts are
beautifully refinished, and the stock is refin-
ished to soft satin luster and fitted with a
Pachmayr Decelerator pad. And to show that
great minds think alike, this big-bore
bear/boar/buffalo blaster is also equipped
with an Express Sight Systems Ghost Ring
rear sight. Reloading dies for the .475 GNR
are available from Redding. 

Reeder specializes in custom single
action Ruger and Freedom Arms sixguns,
single-shot Contenders and Encores, and
Marlin leverguns. Many of these are cham-
bered in one of several proprietary wildcat
cartridges. He has a well-deserved reputa-
tion for providing beautiful custom firearms
at less than high dollar custom prices. 

Shooting the relatively lightweight .475
GNR from the bench is not what one would call
a pleasant experience. Recoil is heavy though
not punishing and would probably be hardly
noticed when shooting big game. Gas check
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bullets are a must when driving cast bullets at
these velocities. Cast Performance Bullet Co.
offers both a 375 and a 425 grain .475 inch
bullet of the LBT Long Flat Nose design.

So there you have it. The factory Marlin
leverguns, small or large frame, are mighty
nice and deservedly popular. If your taste
and your budget permit, they can be made
even nicer by one of these three talented
custom gunsmiths. You may ask which of
these splendid rifles was my favorite. The
answer is simple — all of them!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
DRC Custom

[817] 465-7338
www.drccustomgunsights.com

Cosby’s Custom Gunsmithing
[812] 925-6761

www.cosbycustomguns.com

Gary Reeder Custom Guns
[928] 527-4100

www.reedercustomguns.com

Express Sight Systems
[888] 744-4880
www.aosights.com

Cast Performance Bullets
P.O. Box 153

Riverton, Wyo. 82501

$



waiting, he would reluctantly head for home.
But not before spreading his old hunting
coat on the ground by the side of the path. 

At first opportunity, Bill would drive
back to where he had last seen the hound.
There on the tattered coat would be the old

dog. Foot-sore, hoarse from sounding all
night, but thumping his tail in delight to
see his master’s return. That’s my favorite
image of Grandpa Bill. 

Even before my father had signed off
on my privilege to handle firearms in his
absence, I would be allowed to investigate
the little Stevens. You see, it was absent

firing pin and a couple of other small parts.
Nevertheless, I was intoxicated with the
rifle, and enjoyed vivid imaginings of
stalking the wild places with my mighty
Stevens .22. 

The Little Scout was actually my first
gunsmithing project. I found an ad for the
needed parts, and put together enough cash
gleaned from mowing lawns in the neigh-
borhood to place an order. 

If you haven’t given up reading this yet,
you may wonder why I’m boring you. The
lesson to be learned here is that this modest
gift from a man I never had the opportunity
to know was one of the sparks that kindled
my interest in shooting. 

Our kids today are the targets of a dedi-
cated effort on the part of many in the
teaching profession and elsewhere to turn
them against firearms and the shooting
sports. After a few years in this system, it’s
no wonder that little Johnny doesn’t want a
.22 rifle. He wants a video game instead. 

So what are we going to do to reverse
this trend? I may ruffle some feathers here,
but sending more money to the NRA is not
the answer. What is needed is personal
interaction. 

Certainly, if you are a parent or grand
parent, you’ve tried to engage your young-
sters in shooting or hunting. Some of us
aren’t parents, but that does not remove from
us the onus to counteract whenever possible
the anti-gun propaganda these kids are bom-
barded with. 
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ON A POSITIVE NOTE
continued from page 6



Do your best to find a youngster who
you might be able to take shooting. If you
don’t have friends with children who are
amenable to this, there are other alterna-
tives. The Boy Scouts have long been a
great avenue to reach young men with the
straight story of the important role of
firearms in this country. 

As a Scout, I was fortunate to attend a
demonstration by a local sportsman who did
a splendid job of teaching us the history of
the rifle, from flint longrifles to the M1
Garand. It was such a tremendous experi-
ence that I remember it to this day. 

That trim little Stevens, the generous gift
of a man I never knew, set me on the path to
become a shooter and outdoorsman. I have
made similar gifts to several deserving
young men, and I’m always on the lookout
for another such opportunity. 

We Americans are the recipients of a
legacy of freedom. Freedom won and pre-
served at great cost by men with rifles. If we
fail to pass on this legacy, if we fail to spark
that lifelong interest in a young and fertile
mind, we will have held in scant regard the
gifts of our birth.

INDUSTRY NEWS
New And Improved 1911s

Springfield Armory has just announced
that all of its 1911 pattern pistols are soon to
receive a package of enhancements bringing
them more in-line with the most popular
custom modified 1911 pistols. 

These features will include an
ambidextrous thumb safety, Torx-head
stock screws, and a new front-strap profile
allowing a higher grip for improved recoil
control and other benefits. Other less
noticeable changes, many of which have
already been incorporated, include
Springfield’s I.L.S. on-board key lock
safety, loaded chamber indicator, Titanium
firing pin and heavy-duty spring as well as
a carry bevel treatment. 

The good news here is that the consumer
will find all these modern features right out-
of-the box on the new Springfields. The
other side of the coin is that hidebound old
traditionalists like myself who have long
admired the Springfield guns as being the
closest thing to a GI 1911, need to jump into
action and pick up one of the current pro-
duction guns before these changes are com-
pletely instituted. 
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SINGLE ACTION SHOOTING SOCIETY™

Toll Free: 1-877-411-SASS
WWW.SASSNET.COM

The Old West comes alive with a membership in
SASS®. Members receive a numbered shooter’s
badge, alias registration, an annual subscription
to The Cowboy Chronicle and much more.
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You Can Win This

ROBAR CUSTOM
X-TREME DUTY PISTOL

Springfield Armory’s new X-Treme Duty
pistol has been met with ready acceptance
by shooters across the country. Right out

of the box, it’s a darn fine service pistol with a
number of very desirable features. 

The Robar Companies, the well-known shop of
Robbie Barrkman, was anxious to see what they
could do in the way of a custom X-Treme Duty
pistol. The result is mighty pleasant to behold.

Starting with the frame, Robar’s technicians
built up a “beavertail” extension to help guide the
web of the hand into its proper place during fast
holster work, while adding significantly to
shooting comfort as well. The trigger guard was
rounded and reshaped for easier re-holstering, and

all gripping surfaces of the frame were covered
with Robar’s unique epoxy texturing for a slip-
proof grip. 

A feed package and trigger job were next, fol-
lowed by the installation of  Express Sight System’s
big dot tritium express sights. The only thing left was
to top off the entire job with Robar’s self-lubricating
and corrosion proof NP3 finish. This is a great
looking semiauto, and the lucky winner will have to
put up with a lot of “oohs” and “aahs” each time he
takes this to the range. 

For information on customizing your Springfield
XD or other pistol, shotgun or rifle, give the guys at
Robar a call, [623] 581-2648, or check them out on
the Web: www.robarguns.com.

TO ENTER CONTEST: Use A postcard (no
envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send to GUNS Magazine,
GOM OCTOBER, P.O. BOX 639033, San Diego, CA 92163-9033.
Entries must be received before NOVEMBER 1, 2002.
Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
I own firearms manufactured 
by the following:

(A) Ruger (E) Remington
(B) Smith & Wesson (F) Beretta
(C) Taurus (G) Marlin
(D) Winchester

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.

To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws. Contest open to U.S.

residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary. 
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email Address
CIRCLE ANSWERS TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

(A)        (B)        (C)        (D)
IF I WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:
FFL Dealer
Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #   (            )
Store Hours: ______________a.m. thru ______________p.m.
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QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
I own firearms manufactured 
by the following:

(A) Ruger (E) Remington
(B) Smith & Wesson (F) Beretta
(C) Taurus (G) Marlin
(D) Winchester

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.

To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws. Contest open to U.S.

residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary. 
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email Address
CIRCLE ANSWERS TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

(A)        (B)        (C)        (D)
IF I WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:
FFL Dealer
Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #   (            )
Store Hours: ______________a.m. thru ______________p.m.



William B. Ruger 
William B. Ruger, perhaps the most

influential figure in the world of firearms
manufacturing since J.M. Browning, died
on Saturday, July 6, 2002. Ruger was 86
years of age. 

Ruger's name came to public prominence
in 1949, when along with his partner
Alexander Sturm, he introduced the Ruger
MKI self-loading pistol to the American
market. 

In the post World War II years, new
products were slow to arrive on the
commercial market. Nearly all commer-
cial firearms production had been
dropped for the war effort, and Ruger's
new pistol was received with eagerness.
It proved to be extremely accurate, easy
to maintain, and best of all, it was
priced right. 

The success of the MKI pistol provided
the momentum to allow Ruger to introduce
one popular design after another. A measure
of Ruger's inventiveness was his use of non-
traditional materials and manufacturing
processes to produce good quality products
at a market-beating price. 

Ruger firearms have remained ever
popular, despite the fact Ruger's business
politics did not always endeared him to his
customers. Regardless, his legacy is
America's most productive
firearms manufactory.
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I like to arrange targets at random dis-
tances for .22 rifle practice. I fire first;
asking the rangefinder to tell me how far the
shot was afterwards. Two hundred yards is
not out too far for this type of shooting with
today’s .22-rimfire ammo. After that, it gets
tricky, but not impossible, to bring bullet and
tomato can together. 

Picket Pins And Extreme Range
On an Idaho varmint shoot, I had a

chance to throw Winchester 40 grain lead
bullets at far-away picket pins (ground
squirrels). Shooting a Ruger 10/22 treated to
Butler Creek’s target conversion with heavy
fluted barrel, I tipped one over at 247 yards.
You guessed it. The distance was checked
with a rangefinder, the log it stood on
serving as a clear marker.

Shooting far, really far, in the mountains
at inanimate targets with safe backstops is
challenging and downright fascinating, even
to the most practiced rifleman. My friends
and I have played this game for years, never
tiring of it. Now, it’s more fun than ever,
thanks to the rangefinder verifying how far
the long shots really are. 

No more, “I’ll bet that was 450 yards!”
Forget that. Sight the rangefinder on the
mark and know how far the target was.
Guessing until the moon turns to gold is
okay, but give me a rangefinder. It’ll put an
end to surmising pronto. 

Rangefinders go way beyond the scope
of this little campfire chat. Last week, for
example, when a batch of Winchester’s new
high-grade match .22 rimfire ammo arrived,
I wanted to find out how the stuff would
work at my own normal hunting ranges, in
the field, not at the target range. But I needed
to know just how far I was shooting. The
Yardage Pro told the tale — exactly. 

I’ve used the rangefinder for sighting
in when marked-off distances weren’t
available. My portable benchrest is ideal
for this work. Take a reading with the
rangefinder, then set the target up, not at a
guessed distance, but right on the money.
Likewise in a hunting camp. How many
hunters have flown or driven in, not
knowing for certain if their guns were still
shooting on the money?

Especially after a firearm has made a trip
in the hold of an airplane, a checkout is
important. The little rangefinder is a real
friend here. No more guessing how far away
the paper plate with the orange marker dot
lies from the muzzle. Take a quick reading
and know for sure.

Mine has seen a lot of action and it’s des-
tined for much more. The modern
rangefinder, with its space age laser accu-
racy, is a tool, not a toy. Sometimes it’s used
just for fun or to simply satisfy curiosity, but
it also has many serious applications,
making it a worthy addition to the high-tech
world of outdoor equipment. 
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The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and
virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or
backup weapons.  The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-
grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular
revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos.  Also Walther P-38 and P-
88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.
The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.
The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxu-
rious black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for dura-
bility, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus
$4.95 shipping and handling.
A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.
Catalog $3.00

LAW
CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, INC.

P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027

Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com

email: lawconceal@aol.com

"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW”™
The Ultimate in Comfort, Concealment and Versatility

LCS II IN RH & LH FBI FORWARD TILT POSITION

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

Fits like a 2nd Skin 

REMEMBER ---"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 451-6665

LaPrade Accessories for Glocks®

Replacement Mag Bodies for Glocks®
These are second generation drop-free mag bodies with a steel liner
and a plastic body like Glock® mags and our extended mags below.
These mag bodies are packed in a clear sealed bag with a copy of
the ATF letter allowing replacement mag bodies to be sold.
When ordering specify 15 or 17 round 9mm bodies or 13 or 15
round .40 S&W bodies (do not provide model numbers). Fax
after Labor Day.

Preban magazines for Glocks have become more expensive than
La Prade’s grandfathered 33 round 9mm, 29 round .40 caliber,
and 29 round .357 Sig magazines for Glocks. These magazines
are the only after market magazine for Glocks made identical to
a Glock magazine. They have the inner seal with a polymer exte-
rior and are drop free. These magazines are ideal for any place
you may need extra capacity like in a business, home or on the
seat of a car (where legal) when not carrying the pistol on your
body. All items shipped upon receipt of M.O. or certified check.

Extended magazines for Glock 9mm, 357, and .40 caliber also fits KelTek Arms items that
use Glock magazines.

33 Rd. 9 mm magazine for Glocks®...............................$75.00
29 rd. 40 cal. or .357 cal. magazine for Glocks®............$90.00

LaPrade Route 10, Box 240A-1G, Tazewell, TN 37879 
Fax: (423) 733-2073

9mm & 40 cal. bodies $40; 10 mm & 45 cal. bodies $54. 
Sorry, no credit cards.

$20.00 or  2 for $35.00

3 1/2 lb.Trigger Pull 
For All Glocks®

Change your Glock 5 lb. trigger
pull to a 3 1/2 lb. competition
trigger pull as used in Glock
target pistols.

An American Classic still available!

KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913  
Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com

Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833 
Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046 

Made with Pride in the U.S.A.

Thompson 1927A-1
“Deluxe Semi-Auto”
Shipped with 30 round Stick magazine
* 10 round Drum magazine - optional

*

Tommy Guns are banned in CA & CT.

®

™
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wet or fouled bore. Because the Rapid Rod is
rigid, it can take care of jobs that will foil the
common pull-through designs on the market.

Break-Free CLP And Patches
Because of the few shots fired over the

period of a normal hunt, there’s no need to
clean a bore unless it has been exposed to
moisture. Break-Free CLP (Cleaner-
Lubricant-Preservative) is probably the most
universally useful compound one can add to
your kit. It penetrates and displaces corro-
sion, water, dirt, and powder residue, and
leaves behind a highly effective protective
and lubricating film. 

I carry the tiny 2/3 ounce bottle of Break
Free, and it holds plenty of CLP for any
hunting trip. And by all means don’t forget to
pack 20 to 30 patches with you — the 100 per-
cent cotton flannel kind — and if you forget
them, cut some patches from paper towels.

Locking Sling Swivels
We were standing around talking about

the morning’s deer hunt when my slung rifle
suddenly cartwheeled off my shoulder and
landed hard in the rocks of the Rocky
Mountains. The front, non-locking sling
swivel had twisted off. Result? Mashed
scope. Deformed muzzle crown. Heartbreak
at seeing a fine rifle in such a state.
Fortunately I wasn’t that far from home. 

There are still a lot of non-locking swivels

DON'T LEAVE BEHIND
continued from page 37

Good locking swivels such as this by Uncle
Mike’s can prevent a damaged rifle and
destroyed scope. 
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(260) 493-1858
Fax (260) 493-2530We Accept

Call, Write, Fax, or E-mail Us
For A FREE 116 Page Full

Color Catalog!

2330 Wayne Haven Street
Fort Wayne, IN 46803

Check Out Our Website At:  www.sinclairintl.com E-Mail Us At:  support@sinclairintl.com

Our Sinclair Rest is the product of years of refinement, range testing
and actual competition testing.  The pedestal is a high quality ductile
iron casting with a powder coat finish, and all the machined parts
are stainless steel.  This rest is a precision shooting platform
which will perform flawlessly for a long, long time.  Seven
available models and five different tops make the Sinclair
Rest the most versatile rest on the market.

The Most Versatile Shooting
Rest On The Market.

Built To Last! 7 Models
Available!

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

MasterCard

on the market — don’t let this happen to you.
Uncle Mike’s makes what I consider a fool-
proof, locking design under the name of
“Super Swivel.” I’ve been using them for
years, and haven’t had any problems.
Whatever the brand, fit your rifle or shotgun
this season with locking sling swivels. 

Screwdriver Set And 
Leatherman-Type Tool

Guns are held together by screws.
Screws come loose at the most inconvenient
times. Also, should you have to disassemble
a firearm during the hunt, you’ll need a few
proper fitting screwdriver bits and possibly
Allen wrenches to get the job done. At
home, I keep a complete set of interchange-
able Brownell’s Magna-Tip screwdriver bits
and one handle. Before leaving on a hunt, I
take the four or five bits that fit my firearm
plus the handle and add them to my kit. 

The screwdriver stays in camp, but I do
carry a multi-tool Leatherman on my hip.
The Leatherman tool, or any similar high
quality multi-tool, has saved my bacon more
than once in the field. It is essential gear, and
the quality of the knife blade is sufficient to
butcher a deer, or with a sharpener, even
larger game. 

Against Wet Weather
Weather can and usually does turn a bit

nasty during the fall and winter hunting sea-
sons. Stainless steel and synthetic stocks are

almost impervious to moisture, but optics
aren’t. Neither are all those fine blued steel,
walnut stocked guns. I like to give my
firearms a coat of hard automotive wax or
Johnson Trewax before the season. Hard
wax tends to hold up better than any other
preservative in the elements. 

To keep wet weather out of the bore, I
place a piece of common electrical tape over
the muzzle and wrap it once around with
more tape to secure it in place. You can
shoot right through it. To carry some tape
with you, just take a few wraps around the
barrel near the muzzle. 

Little “Muzzle Mitts” that look like con-
doms for mice are an alternative but are
somewhat hard to find. To keep the lens of
rifle scopes dry, I fit a pair of Butler Creek
“Blizzard” lens caps to my scope if the
weather looks threatening. They spring open
with just a touch, and don’t take up any
room in a pack if they’re not needed. 

Bipods 
When it comes to setting up a shot on

game at a distance, nothing is steadier than a
bipod. Today, bipods are available in a
variety of designs to fit any hunting style.
For many years, I resisted the addition of a
bipod to my rifle. I didn’t like their added
weight and bulk, so I carried a set of “Steady
Stix” shooting sticks in my rucksack. 

Composed of short sections of aluminum
tubing held together by shock cord, Steady
Stix shake out in a split second to form a
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sturdy crossed-stick shooting platform,
adjustable for any height or type of terrain.
Stoney Point produces another form of the
crossed-sticks bipod. 

The other common design is exempli-
fied by the popular Harris Bipod, Versa-
Pod, and similar units that attach to the
front sling swivel. I still find them heavy
and bulky but they’re worth their weight
in platinum when you need them. Versa-
Pod has come up with an interesting
design. A small adapter is fitted to the
sling swivel and the bipod itself is quickly
slipped on and off the adapter as needed.
Whatever the design, pack a bipod.

Shell Carriers
I’ve seen it all — six or seven cartridges

bound together with a rubber band; loose
cartridges carried inside a plastic bag;
Poncho Villa type bandoliers; hand tooled
leather belt cases that accept a full 20 round
box of cartridges. It took many years for
American manufacturers to offer us the
classic, compact, two-level belt carrier that
places 10 rounds immediately at your fin-
gertips. Traditionally, this design was made
of oiled leather, and oils and cartridges
aren’t the best of matches. Today, this classic
is offered in cotton and Cordura nylon. It is
the most functional carrier I have ever used,
and mounted on your belt, protects your
ammunition thoroughly from the elements
and temperature extremes. 



Rangefinders, GPS Units, Radios
Rangefinders have become so compact

and affordable today that they can be con-
sidered indispensable tools of the hunt. No
one is an adequate judge of range under all
weather and topographical conditions, par-
ticularly if one is hunting outside his
familiar home range. 

If you have time to range an animal, by
all means do so. It’s humane and responsible
sportsmanship. Bushnell and Leica seem to
be the current leaders in the laser
rangefinder field. 

GPS units, too, have become more com-
pact, much more user friendly, and less
expensive. Between the Garmin and
Magellan brands, you can find every pos-
sible level of sophistication.

I currently carry the shirt pocket size
Garmin Etrex Venture model. It’s not clut-
tered with extraneous basemaps that I’ll
never use and it does everything it should —
like getting me back to the truck at the end
of the day. It even offers Solunar type tables
for the best times of the day to hunt and fish,
and you can download map data from a
computer if it’s needed.

The only problem I’ve experienced
with GPS units is that one is liable to
become too dependent upon them, and not
pay sufficient attention in the field to
direction and natural landmarks. Plus,
being electronic instruments, they can and

have failed. The solution is to always carry
a map and compass. The magnetic North
Pole doesn’t need batteries.

Motorola revolutionized communica-
tions in the field when they introduced their
“Talkabout” FRS sport radios that did not
require an FCC license to operate. We keep
a cell phone in the truck these days, but carry
“Talkabouts” while tramping around in the
field. We don’t use them for idle conversa-
tion, but when you need help in packing out
an animal or have a medical problem, those
little, cigarette pack sized radios are price-
less. Today, there are a number of brands,
power ratings and models available. Don’t
leave home without one.

Survival And First Aid Kits
There are still a lot of hunters who go afield

in a state of denial as if they’ll never get lost or
never get injured. Be prepared. Pack a small
survival kit and first aid kit. The best ones are
assembled at home. The compact survival kit
pictured here measures 7/8x23⁄4x33⁄4 inches, and
was assembled by one of my hunting buddies,
Bill Poston. In and around that little aluminum
box (Swedish military surplus or metal soap
container ) are the following:

Miniature “Photon” flashlight
Signal mirror
Single edge razor blade
Spark-Lite fire starter flint
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Spark-Lite tinders
NATO lifeboat matches (6)
Wire survival saw
Snares (2)
Fishing line, hooks, flies, sinkers and

spinning lure
Brunton 15mm compass
Needles & sewing thread
Heavy duty sewing awl
Heavy bead cord
Safety pins (6)
Aluminum foil
Thin pencil
Write-in-the-rain paper
Whistle
100 MPH duct tape
Electrical tape (16 inches)
Parachute cord (14 feet)
Five Heavy rubber bands cut from a

bicycle tube

Poston carries water purifying tablets
in his comparable sized first aid kit. I
would add a thin, Mylar survival blanket
to the outside of his kit, but otherwise his
miniature survival kit is amazingly well
stocked. You can make one too, and
indeed you should.

Compact first aid kits are readily
available on the market. What they lack
are medications such as antibiotics and
pain killers, so supplement their basic
contents with the help of your physician
and prescriptions. 



Packing It
Okay, how do we pack all this gear? I’ve

used inexpensive German ruck sacks with
removable rubber liners for years, but I can’t
find them in the USA. 

Possibly the best thought out pack today
for the hunter is the Master Guide Pack
made by Crooked Horn Outfitters and car-

ried by Cabela's. It incorporates special
pockets for knives, flashlights, spotting
scopes, two 20-ounce water bottles, maps,
gloves, licenses, and wallets. It’s quiet,
waterproof, comfortable, comes in a variety
of camo patterns and expands from 1,150 to
1,950 cubic inches by loosening some com-
pression straps. 
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Magellan
[909] 394-5000

www.thalesnavigation.com

Motorola
[800] 353-2729

www.motorola.com/talkabout

New England Custom Gun Service
[603] 469-3450

www.newenglandcustomgun.com

Stoney Point Products
[507] 354-3360

www.stoneypoint.com

Survival and First Aid Bandannas
[800] 345-7023
www.srp-usa.net

Uncle Mike’s
[503] 655-7964

www.michaels-oregon.com

Express Sight Systems
[888] 744-4880

www.expresssights.com

Atsko
[800] 845-2728
www.atsko.com

Break-Free
[800] 428-0588

www.break-free.com

Brownells
[641] 623-4000

www.brownells.com

Bushnell
[913] 752-3400
www.bushnell.com

Butler Creek
[503] 655-7964

www.michaels-oregon.com

Cabela’s
[800] 237-4444
www.cabela's.com

Garmin Int’l
[913] 397-8200
www.garmin.com

Harris Engineering
[270] 334-3633

www.cyberteklabs.com/harris/main
/htm

Leatherman
[503] 253-7826

www.leatherman.com

Leica
[800] 222-0118

www.leica-camera.com/usa

Start A List Today
Sit down before the season opens and begin

fleshing out your own personal list of field
essentials. It won’t be complete the first season
and maybe not even by the second, but over
the years, it will build, be refined and become
an invaluable guide, particularly at 2 a.m. on
the opening day of the deer season. $

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:



Career Training in 

GUNSMITHING

Training Gunsmiths Since 1947 - Farrier Courses

Colorado School of Trades
call or write 1575 Hoyt St. GM , Lakewood, CO 80215

1-800-234-4594  In Colorado 303-233-4697
www.schooloftrades.com

Earn an Associate 
(Occupational) 
Degree in 14 Months
• 1500 Hands-on 
Shop Hours

• Financial Aid 
to those who qualify

• Approved for 
Veterans Education

“Not a Home-Study course.”

Earn an Associate 
(Occupational) 
Degree in 14 Months
• 1500 Hands-on 
Shop Hours

• Financial Aid 
to those who qualify

• Approved for 
Veterans Education

“Not a Home-Study course.”

The Goodies
We felt the Workhorse by E-Z-GO repre-

sented a good example of this new breed of
vehicle. At about five to six thousand dollars
with a full gas tank, they cost a bit more than
a fully equipped ATV cycle, but the ameni-
ties are lengthy. 

Our test vehicle sat two comfortably,
with plenty of room in the back for gear,
guns, ammo, targets and game (if we got
lucky). The cargo bed — get ready for this
— had a hydraulic dump feature. No kid-
ding. You can stuff about 250 pounds or so
there and when you arrive, just a touch of the
toggle switch and it all slides nicely earth-
ward. We dumped various piles of wood,
rocks, camping gear and a few kids, and pro-
nounced it a good idea all around. 

Our test Workhorse also had the optional
roof and windshield. We didn’t think the
windshield was really necessary until it got
chilly and then that windbreak felt very
comfy. We’d call it a “must-have” option,
along with the roof. 

Headlights, horn, reverse, fuel gauge,
brush guard for engine and drive belt are
standard, along with a mini-receiver hitch,
but we also added a winch. Did we ever
need it? Nope. Was it comforting to have?
You bet. However, being the experimenters
we are, we winched about everything that
wasn’t nailed down and found it would tug
the Workhorse out of a pretend “stuck”
easily. Cheap insurance on any of these
little trucks. 

And perhaps the term, little truck, is
what suits them best. Once home from the
field, the Workhorse was put to good use
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FOUR-PLAY
continued from page 53

“And perhaps the
term, little truck, is

what suits them best.
Once home from the
field, the Workhorse
was put to good use

by a neighbor to carry
and “deploy” sod —
he’s a former military
officer. “Reminds me

of my M-60 tank,”
he’d mutter.”

What Can Stop 
Rust Before It 
Starts? This Can!
Just spray it on and block out rust.
Protect your firearms investment
with our advanced formula anti-
oxidation agent. Rust Prevent
blocks corrosion and displaces
moisture without that heavy oil
residue to stain your gun cases.

• Engineered to preserve all 
gun metals

• Protects against fingerprints 
and body acid corrosion

• Prevents pitting in tough 
salt air

• Ultra thin film penetrates 
for protection

Also great for your boat,
home and workshop

100% Money-Back Guarantee
We guarantee our products will out-perform the competition, if

not satisfied, you will receive a full refund of the purchase price.

www.shooters-choice.com

15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway
Middlefield, OH  44062  USA
Phone: 440-834-8888  Fax: 440-834-3388

▼



$

by a neighbor to carry and “deploy” sod —
he’s a former military officer. It made
about 400 trips from the front yard to the
back yard and the dump feature worked
great. To say he lusted after it would be
putting it lightly. “Reminds me of my M-
60 tank,” he’d mutter.

The operation of the Workhorse is unusual
if you’re not familiar with golf carts. Even
though it’s a gasoline engine (four stroke and
very quiet) the engine quits running when you
take your foot off the throttle. Push the gas
down and the engine starts instantly and off
you go. Which means it takes getting used to
but after a short time you begin to enjoy the
fact it’s quiet when you stop. The transmis-
sion is actually a transaxle and would qualify
as an “automatic” in the real world. One
speed forward and one in reverse. There’s
plenty of oomph and in all honesty, the 15
mph top speed is fast enough. 

Sporting Clays
Now, for the real fun. It seems Sporting

Clays is such an equipment-intensive
activity that, like cowboy shooting, people
have taken to making and buying all kinds
of carts and vehicles to tote all the stuff
involved. E-Z-GO saw what was going on
and introduced the Clays Car®.

Basically a Workhorse with a stiffer sus-
pension to handle all those guns and gear,
the Clays Car sits up to four and has nifty
racks for everyone’s shotguns. Spread
around in convenient spots are racks to hold
shotgun shells and even a cooler. It’s quiet
and with the big tires offers a nimble and
delicate footprint for heavily traveled paths
along the course. The Sporting Clays
shooters are taking to it in droves. It sure
beats slogging along, dragging a case of
shells, cooler and a shotgun while the tem-
perature hits 100. Maybe the golfers have
known something all along?

Final Thoughts
With an Advantage® Classic Camo

finish available, along with a lusty forest
green and another color or two, the
Workhorse is pretty enough for anyone’s
tastes. We confess we were awfully spoiled
while we had ours and there wasn’t a dry
eye in the place when the mean man from E-
Z-GO picked it up. This new generation of
ATV adds a civilized way for an elder
statesman to enjoy the hunting field. Or, for
that manner, anyone who is tired of being
bounced around on a cycle just might find a
little truck like the Workhorse just the ticket.
Heck, maybe the wife will come along too? 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

E-Z-GO Textron
[800] 241-5855
www.ezgo.com
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TRY THEM!
WEIGH THEM!
USE THEM!

Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

Presents:   SKulptured Bases
Smooth Kontoured Rings

PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTS RING PATENT #5,533,267

Easy Installation
the lightest
the strongest
The Best!
Guaranteed

All Steel, Fully Machined, Windage Mounts

Send For Brochure:
S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E
SUGAR GROVE, PA 16350
Tel: 800-578-9862 or 
814-489-3091
Fax: 814-489-5466
Website:
www.scopemounts.com

www.KIRKPATRICKLEATHER.com

KIRKPATRIC
LEATHER COMPANY K
Manufacturing Quality Leather Since 1968

“Marshall”
$340.00

plus $8.00s&h

For  catalog
send $5.00 to:

P.O. Box 677GM 
Laredo,  Tx  78042

or call us at 1(800) 451-9394

“Santa Fe”
$245.00

plus $8.00s&h

NOW ON THE
INTERNET
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packed in M1 clips. The clips became so
common that their lack was never a problem. 

The last shot fired from an M1 causes the
empty clip to be ejected out the top along
with a distinctive ping sound. Some concern
was raised by reports that this ping sound
was used by enemy soldiers to identify when
an individual soldier had emptied his rifle so
that his position could be attacked.

My personal combat experience makes
me doubt if that scenario ever actually hap-
pened. In the clamor of a battle, such noises
and their exact location would be virtually
impossible to distinguish even at close range. 

Besides, the time it takes to reload an M1 is
well under the time it takes a sprinter to cover
25 yards. The bottom line is that the ping of the
clip on ejection is not and never was a big
problem except in the mind of some paranoid
troops and pseudo-expert desk jockeys.

The en-bloc clip magazine system had
several other draw backs. One is that the
rifle could not have a scope or night vision
device mounted over its receiver, where it is
the most convenient and efficient, because it
would interfere with clip loading and ejec-
tion. As a result, sniper versions of the M1
(M1C and M1D) had their scopes mounted
awkwardly on the left side of the rifle.

The en-bloc clip system also made it dif-
ficult to top up the magazine of the rifle
during a lull in the fighting, what is now
called a “tactical reload.” Most troops would
just empty their partially loaded magazine in
the direction of the enemy and then reload
with a full clip. Such wasting of ammunition
could be critical in some situations. 

When the replacement for the M1 was
designed and adopted — the M14 — it used
a detachable 20 round box magazine option-
ally loaded with Mauser type five round
stripper clips.

Now Hold On There Mac
The M1’s en-bloc clip system is not all

bad. Indeed it has several advantages. It is
extremely fast to reload since there is no
empty magazine to remove. 

Basically to reload an M1 all one must
do is shove the whole eight round clip of
cartridges into the top of the rifle until it
clicks and then get your thumb out of the
way so the bolt can close and chamber the
top round. It is accomplished in a flash.
Because it is faster to reload, an M1
shooter can equal the rate of fire of a
shooter using an M14 or FAL, in spite of
their larger magazine capacities.

The M1 had other minor quirks, but as
the war progressed the rifles were steadily
improved to the point where most of these
problems went away. Probably the biggest
problem during World War II and Korea
with the M1 was not a problem with the
rifle but with the corrosively primed
ammunition issued. The latter deposited
corrosive salts not only in the rifle’s bore
but also in its gas system. 

THE NEW M1 GARAND
continued from page 49



Get Ahead Of The Pack With New
CUSTOM INNOVATIONS FROM CLARK!

CUSTOM GUNS, INC.
MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH GUILD

Dept. GM . 336 Shootout Ln.. Princeton, Louisiana 71067
1-318-949-9884 . Fax 1-318-949-9829 .

Toll Free Ordering: 888-458-4126
Shop Online http://www.clark custom guns.com

Long Slide 
Also Available...
Call For Quote

CLARK CUSTOM
LIMITED STI CONVERSION

Traditional Clark Custom Accuracy, Reliability and Trigger work PLUS...THR
Technologies Grip Modification, Clark’s Exclusive Big Bushing, EGW Reverse 
Plug, Durable Powder Coated Slide / Brushed Hard Chrome Lower, STI Magazine
Well, EGW Fiber Optic Front sight and MMC Low mount adjustable rear sight.
• $2,550 Complete Gun
• $1,950 Conversion on Customer Supplied STI Frame Kit

POWDER COATING
Slide is pictured with Silver Vein Powder Coating over
hard chrome base.  Powder Coating is available in a variety of other colors
including Basic Black, Vermillion, Bright Red, Lime Green, Chevy Orange, Grape

Flake, Translucent Teal, etc.  • $250 as pictured.

THR TECHNOLOGIES GRIP MODIFICATION
as pictured in 25th Anniversary American Handgunner

(performed on your grip plastic - 2 week turnaround)
• STI / SV Plastic $75 black / $85 colors •Ruger 22/45, P-95 & P-97 $95.00 black /

$110.00 colors (purple, blue or red) • Glock $125.00

(one of the toughest  

non-metallic finishes 

available anywhere)
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Thus the soldier had the added task of
cleaning the gas system as well as the rifle’s
bore. If he fell behind in that task, the oper-
ating rod would quickly rust and create func-
tioning problems. All our .30 Carbine
ammunition of the time had non-corrosive
priming. The retention of corrosive primers
in .30-’06 ammunition was inexcusable.

First Blood
The first use of the M1 in combat was in

the Philippines with the few on hand when
the Japanese invaded. In the European
Theater it was first used in North Africa,
fighting French Colonial Vichy troops in
November of 1942. It first saw action
against the Germans in Tunisia in January
1943. In the Pacific its first major use was by
U.S. Army troops supporting the Marines at
Guadalcanal in October of ’42. 

Incredibly, in spite of the availability of
M1s, Marines at Guadalcanal had been
issued obsolete World War I M1903 rifles. I
wonder how many Marine lives were lost
because of this decision?

Some military leaders of the time thought
the M1 was not accurate enough, not reliable
enough, too difficult to maintain, or that it
would waste too much ammunition. 

Marines who saw the M1 in action in
Army hands soon learned it was vastly supe-
rior to the M1903 on all counts but weight.
Combat Marines demanded M1 Garands
and soon got their own in time for the
Solomon Islands Campaign.

As the war progressed, the superiority of
the M1 over our enemy’s rifles became
obvious. American units could slug it out with
larger size enemy units armed with bolt action
rifles and still prevail. The Japanese soon
learned that frontal assaults on M1 armed
troops meant little short of annihilation.

New Conflicts — Same Garand
V-J Day brought only a short respite

for the mighty M1. The M1 soon went
back to war in Korea and was one of the
shining stars among the small arms used in
that war. Frontal assaults against M1
armed troops, this time by the Chinese and
North Koreans, had the same results as in
the Pacific. 

A properly maintained M1 would work
reliably even in bitter cold conditions that
caused other weapons to fail. John Garand’s
rifle continued to earn the warmest affec-
tions of its users.

The M1 Garand continued to soldier on
in the early days of Vietnam in the hands of
the Vietnamese and American Special
Forces advisors but was quickly overshad-
owed by more modern weapons. Still, the
M1 Garand again gave stalwart service and
was often the favored weapon of the
Special Forces advisors of the time.
Fortunately by then non-corrosive ammu-
nition was standard.

There is no question the M1 was one of
the greatest infantry rifles of all time. It
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was such a quantum leap forward over its
bolt action predecessors that a well trained
company of M1 armed infantry could give
a modern company of M16A2 armed
infantry a run for their money right to this
day. Indeed in some circumstances they
might prevail. 

The M1 Done Right
All that said, why would anyone want

to buy a new commercial Springfield
Armory example? The simple reason is
that the vast majority of ex-GI Garands on
the market have been rebuilt and refur-
bished multiple times and are less than
pristine in condition and operation. When a
specimen is found in original condition it
will cost much more than a brand new
Springfield Armory example.

My T&E Springfield Armory M1 is the
tightest, best finished, best looking and
best operating service grade M1 I have
ever held. It is built around a brand new
receiver made to the latest military specifi-
cations with regard to materials, dimen-
sions, and heat treatment. 

It wears a brand new stock cut from
beautiful American black walnut, while
many military examples have beech, birch,
or other less attractive woods. The barrel is
brand new and has never been subjected to
the ravages of corrosive priming. 

This is one great looking and operating
rifle that approaches the quality of the spe-
cially built National Match M1s but without
the refinements of glass bedding and gas
system modifications used on the latter.

The trigger pull on this rifle right out of
the box was an extremely crisp 4.5 pounds.
Functioning is flawless, accuracy is excellent. 

With high grade ammunition this rifle
will turn-in sub-2.5 MOA groups with the
standard iron sights, excellent by service
rifle standards. I suspect some match tuning
would cut at least 1 MOA off of that.

I should also note the new Springfield
Armory M1 qualifies for use in the Civilian
Marksmanship Program (CMP) service rifle
matches and also for the special John C.
Garand matches which are restricted to
obsolete service grade rifles.

Standard .30-’06 M2 ball ammunition is
notoriously poor in the accuracy department.
If you want to make any M1 Garand shoot
well, use match grade factory ammunition or
handloads with 168 to 180 grain bullets. 

I get my best performance with this rifle
and my personal M1s with loads using 173
to 175 grain boattail match bullets.

Springfield Armory has done an excep-
tional job with their new M1 Garands. I am
certain even the late John C. Garand himself
would be proud of them.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Springfield Inc.
[309] 944-5631

www.springfield-armory.com 
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KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913  Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com
Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833  Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046 

An American Classic
still available!
Completely redesigned, reengineered and made by Kahr Arms in the U.S.A.

Auto-Ordnance 1911A1
“WWII Parkerized”

®

™

CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!
You’re licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious messsage. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and
insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. G1002,
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491



















Whatever our sport, we want our heroes frozen in
time, the way we remember them. But nature
does not cooperate, and a departure time comes

to each of us. When that happens to the great ones in the
game, all we can do is count the memories, and some-
times tabulate the lessons they’ve taught us. A case in
point is the recent loss of two famous handgunners who
made a difference.

Frankie May
Word reaches us by Internet that Frank May died

peacefully in Florida at the age of 76. Frank was an
NYPD instructor and a linchpin of the department’s
pistol team in its most glorious days. To my knowledge,
he was the first man to ever win the national police
revolver championship two years in a row.

Frankie May broke the mold. His version of kneeling
was to simply drop down on his right knee with the sole
of his left foot flat, and point his .38 at the target with his
arms stuck straight out. 

He would then proceed to roll the trigger of his 6 inch
S&W Model 19 and obliterate the X-ring 25 yards down-
range. People would say, “Frankie, you’re shooting the
kneeling position wrong,” and then realize they were cri-
tiquing a national champion who had just outperformed
their old technique with his new one. 

I learned this technique from Frank back in the early
’70s on the PPC circuit and have used a variation of it
ever since. 

Frankie was cool under stress. The first time I
watched him shoot, it was Match 3 of the PPC, 18 shots
kneeling, left, and right barricade from 25 yards in 90
seconds, hosted by a department that didn’t allow speed-
loaders. That put on some time pressure. 

Frankie dropped into his patented kneeling position,
stroked off a couple of shots, looked downrange with a
critical eye, and held the long barrel Combat Magnum in
his left hand while with his right he plucked a screw-

driver from his shirt pocket and adjusted the sights with
the stopwatch still running.

And as a matter of fact, he won that particular
tournament.

Guy Hogue
I was saddened to learn of the passing of Guy Hogue,

the great handgun stock designer. For many years, Guy
Hogue stocks were the secret of the West Coast gun
cognoscenti, but their popularity at the various national
championship shoots soon pollinated a taste for this fine
product across the country and elsewhere. I’ve seen
Hogue-stocked handguns carried with pride from
England (in the old days) to South Africa. 

Most stocks either look great or feel great, but not
both at once. Guy’s work was an exception. I had a pair
of his hand-made, finely checkered walnut stocks on the
Ron Power Custom S&W .38 I used to fire the first shot
at the first Bianchi Cup tournament in 1979. Twenty
years later, the more businesslike composition version of
the same design, with a soft, cushy Cobblestone™ grip-
ping surface replacing the hand checkering, was in place
on my Al Greco Custom S&W Model 625 when I won
Senior Champion at the IDPA Midwinter Nationals. 

Ergonomic revolver shooting reaches its apotheosis
with Hogues on the sixgun. The palm seems to be filled
in exactly the right place. The finger grooves allow not
only for the size of the typical hand, but the way those
fingers take their grasp. The result is instant comfort, a
secure no-slip grasp, and recoil that is felt less and man-
aged better.

Guy Hogue was a friendly and generous man. He
turned the business over to his fine sons, who have done
a great job of running it, and he did it in time to have a
few years of peaceful retirement. 

Guy Hogue and Frankie May were good men. Both
were approachable and friendly. You could come up to
them at a gun show or shooting match, pick their brain,
and be rewarded with nuggets of wisdom that might just
make you a better shooter forever after. Both men left
legacies — one of quality product, the other of effective
shooting techniques — that will be
their memorials.

Shooting instruction from his father sparked a lifelong interest. Today, Massad Ayoob is an award-winning practical shooter, author of numerous books
on the subject, and through his Lethal Force Institute has taught many thousands of students.

When Great 
Ones Pass

$

“Guy Hogue was
a friendly and

generous man.
He turned the

business over to
his fine sons,

who have done
a great job of

running it, and
he did it in time

to have a few
years of

peaceful retire-
ment. ”
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New Vega Holsters
From MKS Supply

MKS Supply is the exclusive importer of the
renowned Vega holsters from Italy. The Vega line
features top grade leather craftsmanship and
painstaking hand finishing. Pictured is the hip
paddle holster in classic brown finish. The twist
shut loop system allows the holster to be posi-

New Recoil Pad
From Riecken’s Lab

The Shooter’s Friend is a new non-
abrasive recoil pad that quickly slides on
the rifle or shotgun stock to reduce felt
recoil by up to 70 percent. Designed by
Rieckern’s Orthotic Labratory, the
Shooter’s Friend has been field tested and
approved by the North American Hunting
Club. Manufactured from a sturdy elastic
polymer material, it will not harden with
age or in adverse weather
conditions. Contact
Riecken’s Orthotic
Labratory, 5115 Oak
Grove Rd.,
Evansville, IN
47715, telephone:
[812] 476-8006,
Website: www.foot-
comfortworld.com

Stainless T9 Pistol
From Kahr Arms

Kahr Arms announces the arrival of the T9 9mm matte
stainless steel semi-automatic pistol. The T9 features a four-
inch match grade polygonal rifled barrel and checkered
Hogue Pau Ferro wood grips. Available with either MMC
elevation adjustable sights or low profile Novak night
sights. The T9 has an overall length of 6.5 inches, a height
of 4.95 inches and weighs just over 28 ounces. The T9
comes with a pair of eight-round, single stack configuration
stainless steel magazines, polymer carrying case, trigger
lock and Kahr’s lifetime guarantee. Contact Kahr Arms, 630
Rt. 303, Blauvelt, NY 10913, telephone: [845] 353-7770,
FAX: [845] 353-7833, e-mail: kahrhq@compuserve.com,
Website: www.kahr.com

Loveless 
Fixed Blades
From Lone Wolf Knives

Revered designer Bob Loveless has cre-
ated two new knives for Lone Wolf Knives.
The Model XC10100 Classic Utility knife
[pictured] and the Model XC10200 Classic
Semi-Skinner both feature blades, guards
and handles closed-die forged from a single
piece of high carbon 440B “modified”
stainless steel. Both are available as folders
and fixed blades. The blades are flat-ground
to deliver maximum performance and relia-
bility. Both knives are boxed and come
with a knife display stand, cleaning

cloth, informational CD, padded zippered
carry case and top grain cowhide sheath.
Contact Doug Hutchins at Lone Wolf
Knives, 17400 SW Upper Boones Ferry
Rd., Ste. 240, Portland, OR 97224, tele-
phone: [503] 431-6777, FAX: [503] 431-
6776, e-mail:
doughutchins@lonewolfknives.comn,
Website: www.lonewolfknives.com

Billennium 
9mm Pistol
From Beretta

Beretta’s new 9mm Parabellum Billennium semi-auto-
matic pistol has a limited produciton run of 2,000 world-
wide. In addition to the single-action Billennium’s futuristic engraving, key
features include frame-mounted safety, carbon fiber grips with a soft surface
treatment, micro adjustable rear sight and nickel alloy surface finish. Comes
with a custom-fit ABS case, two magazines and an information booklet on
the pistol. Contact Beretta USA, 17601 Beretta Dr., Accokeek, MDv20607,
telephone: [301] 283-2191, FAX: [301] 283-0189, Website:
www,berettausa.com

New Protectors
From K.G. Industries

Two of the more popular items in K.G.
Industries’ line of firearms maintenance
products are Gun-Kote and K-
Phos. Gun-Kote offers supe-
rior corrosion protection
for all firearms working
parts, even under the
most adverse conditions.
K-Phos prosphate treat-
ment offers protection for
all bare metal surfaces.
Its dual-action formula
simultaneously bonds
with metal and encases
itself in a tough crys-
talline coating for max-
imum protection. Contact
K.G. Industries, 537
Louis Dr., Newbury Park,
CA 91320, telephone:
[805] 499-1460, FAX:
[805] 499-4372, Website:
www.kgcoatings.com

tioned in the cross draw position, in
the small of the back and in any spot on the hip.
Also available in black and in a special Tuscan
aged leather version. Contact MKS Supply, 8611-
A N. Dixie Dr., Dayton, OH 45414, telephone:
[937] 454-0363, FAX: [937] 454-0503, e-mail:
mkshpoint@aol.comn, Website: www.hi-point-
firearms.com
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ACCESSORIES

TEXAS GUNSLINGER

2”

ACCESSORIES

WRB

3”

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H  S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806 

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

(714) 634-9254 FAX: (714) 634-9382www.techplate.com

Sportsman Steel Safes

“They have the lowest prices in the world!”
Eric Bryan - Customer

• Life Time Warranty

• 2300º Ceramic Fire
Proofing

• Sargent & Greenleaf
Locks

• Cut out Middleman -
Factory Direct

Special Forces III
63x30x22
$749.95

Special Forces 38
63x38x22
$899.95

Call for a Free Brochure
1.800.266.7150

6311Paramount Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805

www.sportsmansteelsafes.com

ACCESSORIES

SMITHY

3”
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PRO MAG

3”
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CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites: 
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

Factory magazines. Cleaning supplies. Maglights,
Streamlights, Surefire. ASP Batons. Knives,
Leatherman, Emerson, Kershaw and more.
Holsters, Fobus, Galco. DEBRITO’S, P.O. Box
2573, Suffolk, VA 23432. kdebrito@outdrs.net. For
free catalog.

AMMUNITION

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small
business. Grants/loans to $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

COLLECTORS

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FOR SALE

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED FIREARMS, IMPERIAL SIZING DIE
WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST OR SEE WEBSITE
www.jcunard.com. J. CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O.
BOX 755G, NEWARK, OH 43058-0755, EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

Non-resident Nevada Concealed Firearm Permits.
Valid in several states, Check our website for infor-
mation on permits and machineguns for sale.
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com. Visiting Las
Vegas? Try a machinegun in our indoor range. THE
GUN STORE Las Vegas, Nevada (702) 454-1110.

GUNSMITHING

1911 COMPENSATORS- From $89. Four models,
all calibers, carbon steel or stainless steel. 724-329-
0400. GAN’S Enterprise. www.gansguns.com

Learn Gunsmithing Two-year individualized pro-
gram; excellent facilities; financial aid available; VA
approved. Piedmont Community College, P.O. Box
1197, Roxboro, NC 27573; phone (336) 599-1181;
www.piedmont.cc.nc.us

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORDS

FREE KNIFE CATALOG! Steele Arms carries mili-
tary, survival, tactical, and fantasy knives and
swords. Great selection, competitive prices! Call toll
free 866-515-0320 or visit www.steelearms.com.

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number; name optional. Catalog with or
without CD Rom supplement - Free. Seven Seas,
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)

OPTICS

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US
Night Vision Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite
#103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626.
Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches.  Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists.  BPEC Department G302,
BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California  92552-7240.

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
(including agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

SURVIVAL

VIDEOS
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BH225-2
$199.95

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather

410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434  Fax: 956-712-8330

“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com

Send $3 for color brochure

100%
American
made  indi-
vidually
hand-crafted
made from
the finest
vegetable
tanned
leather

ONLY
$229.95

THE RINGO
MODEL
BH225

Each rig is
custom
made, fully
lined and
available
in Natural
Russet,
Dark
Chestnut
and Black

Black Hill
Leather
fashion their
holsters after
those worn in
the late 1800’s

AMMUNITION

CORBIN

3”

INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLOF GUNSMITHING

1”

INSTRUCTION

PROBE INC

2”

INSTRUCTION

GLOBALSCHOOL

1”

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing InstituteAGI

800-797-0867

Fast and Easy 
At Home Video Instruction

Be A 
Gun Repair

Professional

For Free Information Call!

#GPC

Learn to repair and customize 
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

100% Guaranteed!

INSTRUCTION

AGI

1”

US Military Equipment & Camo!
Discount Catalog, Lowest prices any place, over 130 items. Packs,
Web gear, Helmets, Knives, Mag pouches, Boonie hats & more.
$2.00 for refundable catalog, OLCG, POB 1618, Alamogordo,
NM  88311-1618 check out our on line catalog, www.olcnet.com
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Airforce Airguns  . . . . . . . . . .66
American Remembers  . . . . . .10
American Sales & Mfg.  . . . . .71
Auto-Ordnance  . . . . . . . . .65,74
Baird . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
Beretta  . . . . . . . . . . . .19,68-69
Birchwood Casey  . . . . . . . .5,30
Blackhawk Industries . . . . . . . .3
Burris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
Camillus Cutlery  . . . . . . . . . .64
Cannon Safe  . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
Clark Custom Guns  . . . . . . . .73
Colorado School of Trades . . .70
Columbia River 

Knife & Tool  . . . . . . . . .42,71
Crimson Trace Corp.  . . . . . . .31
Custom Direct  . . . . . . . . . . . .29
Defense Security Products . . .58
Doctor Optic/PMC Express  . .32
A.G. English  . . . . . . . . . . . . .64

European American Armory . .17
Flash Dist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64
Fobus USA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
Fort Knox Security . . . . . . . . .31
Glock Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C3
Groves Edge, Inc.  . . . . . . . . .74
Guaranteed Distributors . . . . .89
Harris Engineering . . . . . . . . .66
Hogue Grip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
Jantz Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . .43
Kimber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C4
Knife Outlet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
LaPrade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
Law Concealment  . . . . . . . . .65
Lee Precision  . . . . . . . . . . . .73
Legendary Arms  . . . . . . . . . .58
Mag-na-port Int’l  . . . . . . . . . .28
Master’s of Defense . . . . . . . . .9
Meyerco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
Michael’s of Oregon . . . . . . . .42

Midway USA  . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
Military Book Club  . . . . . . . .38a
Millett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59
Mitchell’s Mausers  . . . . . . . .24
MTM Molded Products  . . . . .72
Navy Arms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
Numrich Gun Parts  . . . . . . . .61
Otis Technology  . . . . . . . . . . .7
Pearce Grip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61
Savage Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
Shoot Magazine  . . . . . . . . . .74
Shooter’s Choice  . . . . . . . . . .70
Shooter’s Online Service  . . . .58
Simonich Custom Knives . . . .53
Sinclair Int’l . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
Single Action 

Shooting Society  . . . . . . . .61
S & K Scope Mounts . . . . . . .71
Springfield  . . . . . . . . . . . .36,37
Sturm, Ruger & Co.  . . . . . . . .2
SureFire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Triple K Mfg.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
Weatherby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
Wilson Combat  . . . . . . . . . . .53
Zanotti Armor  . . . . . . . . . . . .31
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my efforts. Joe’s .357 barked and probably
saved me from getting my legs injured by
those teeth and claws. I learned my lesson
and that .38 Super now wears a custom
Wilson barrel that feeds every time.

Johnny On The Spot
Joe is the guy who takes all the pictures

of me that appear in the pages of GUNS and
American Handgunner as well as in my
books. Joe is the guy that is always on the
lookout for items that I can use, such as
nearly a dozen lubricator/sizers purchased
for practically nothing from various gun
shows. Now I never change sizing dies. It is
much simpler to loosen the two bolts and
change machines instead. 

Joe is the guy that sets up or puts every-
thing together for me. I hate reading direc-
tions but he doesn’t need ’em. Joe has a
mechanical mind that can figure things out
by simply looking at them. Joe is the guy
that built the wooden fence around the back
yard so I could keep my two malamutes in,
and when they kept digging out under it, it
was Joe that strung the electric wire to
change their minds. Joe built the large dog-
house to keep them dry and comfortable in
bad weather. And most importantly, it was
Joe checking on my house while I was trav-
elling who prevented what could have been
a disastrous fire.

When I was off in the mountains of
Colorado 1,000 miles from home it was Joe
who rescued me again. This time I received
word that my mother had died suddenly and
totally unexpectedly. Joe took me to the
nearest airport, and I knew that he would get
my Bronco and all my guns home. He is a
man I can trust with anything I own as well
as my very life. 

Hard Man To Give Back To
Joe never asks anything in return. The

one time I found myself on the giving
instead of the receiving end, Joe even man-
aged to turn that around. 

He fell on the ice one night and broke
his ankle. Somehow he managed to drive
his stick shift truck to my place so I could
take him to the hospital. He spent his
recuperative time at my house and
instead of just sitting around watching
television, he cast bullets by the thou-
sands. In fact when he was laid off one
winter he again spent his time hovering
over the lead pot. I don’t
believe I will ever run
out of cast bullets!

My wish for everyone
is that they might enjoy
the friendship of a good
man like Joe.
Unfortunately, there are
not enough “Joes” to go
around.
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What had started as a pleasant morning’s hunt after
mule deer had suddenly taken a turn for the
worse. Joe and I had left home early so we could

arrive at the jump-off spot long before daylight. Just as
had we had done many times before, we planned to cross
a small creek and then work our way through the canyon
bottom and up into the trees. 

This canyon was about two miles long with steep
hillsides and a very small stream running down through
the center. It had yielded both mule deer and elk for us
in the past. 

The weather started out perfectly as it had snowed
during the night, but that snow had now turned to rain.
The weather was wet with the temperature somewhere
in the 30s. Since we would be walking, I did not think
I would need heavy clothing to keep me warm. The
apparel of the day was my normal Wranglers, and a
down vest with my sixgun carried in a shoulder holster
to keep it dry. 

The rain had stopped before we left the pickup so I sur-
mised we would be fine. What I had not counted on was
the fact that walking through the brush would cause my
jeans to be thoroughly soaked before we had gone very far.
Adding to my original stupidity, I kept telling myself that
I would be okay and the sun would be out when we got to
the end of the canyon and I would warm up. 

It did not happen that way and my body was quickly
feeling the effects of what was akin to standing in ice water
in the wintertime. Hypothermia was a real possibility.

By the time I had decided I better turn back, I was
chilled to the bone, had the shakes, and could no longer
handle it on my own. Thank the Lord I was not by myself
but with Joe. Joe helped me back. He got my truck
warmed up, got me stripped down and warmed up in the
front seat of the pickup. Joe saved my life that day. 

That’s the way Joe is. He is always there when I need him.
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ME AND JOE Sometimes, even when I don’t, as on another hunt for deer
using my mountain retreat 100 miles north as our base camp. 

Unwelcome Visitor
Years before, I had hauled a 70 foot mobile home up to

my property and covered it with a snow roof. Nothing
fancy, but it was warm and dry with electricity and both a
refrigerator and cookstove. Most comfortable after a hard
days hunt. 

This particular day we had come back for a late lunch
and I had gone to the back door to gather some firewood
from the pile behind our camp. Snow falling off the roof
the year before had wiped out the back steps and I had not
yet had time to replace them. I normally simply jumped
out the back door, retrieved wood, set it inside, and then
crawled back in. 

I had already started my leap when I saw it! It was
black, it was white, and it was furry, and I was about to
land on top of it. I don’t know how I accomplished it but I
managed to somehow turn around in mid-air and come
back in through the door, letting out a yell at the same
time. Believe me Joe’s reactions are every bit as good or
better than mine. He was already running down the
hallway with his Dan Wesson .357 Magnum drawn from
its shoulder holster and held in the ready position with
both hands and pointing straight up. 

“Joe! Whatever You Do, Don’t Shoot!” 
I could see our hunting trip ending very quickly if that

skunk did his thing. Joe did not shoot and neither did the
skunk and we very gratefully stood by the back door and
watched as he slowly walked on down through the brush.
I was more than happy to leave him alone.

Value Of Good Friends And Wheelguns
Years ago, Joe and I had a special permit to spotlight

varmints in the desert south of town. It was our practice on
warm summer evenings to hit the area around midnight
with spotlights, sixguns and single shots. Every night there
were jackrabbits, and about every third night we would
pick up a badger or coyote. 

This particular night I shot a badger, then grabbed
the flashlight and a Colt .38 Super, and headed out in
the sagebrush to find it. It would be better to say he
found me.

As I shined the light in his direction, he was coming at
me with jaws snapping and those enormous front claws
digging dirt. I had hit him too far back and he was not
happy with me in the least. I tried to jack a round into the
chamber of the .38 Super and was rewarded with a jam for

“Joe, you better help me 
get out of here. I think 

I’m in real trouble!” 
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