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LETTER OF THE MONTH

Philadelphia Pistols
I really enjoyed the article “Return Of

The Philadelphia Pistol” by Bill Ball. The
details about the lock design were intrigu-
ing, since I had read that just before the
Colts took over the better single-shot pis-
tols really improved. Was the purpose of
the roller on the frizzen spring to increase
lock speed? 

I always thought a great article would be
to compare the accuracy of a well made pis-
tol like this and a Colt, perhaps an 1848
Dragoon Colt or maybe a ’51 Navy. I always
had the feeling the flintlock had a much
slower lock time than the Colt cap and ball
revolver. Even substituting a cap lock for the
flint lock on the single shot doesn’t seem to
make a huge difference, but further testing
would be interesting. 

Don Johnson
Seattle, Wash.

LETTERS TO GUNS

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to: 
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 
Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

Cutting Criticism
I have been subscribing to GUNS

Magazine for many years for one reason
only — as the title implies, guns! If I wanted
to read about knives, I would subscribe to a
knife magazine. Please don’t waste my
money by writing about knives when I have
paid for GUNS. 

’Nuff said.
Ron Stinson
Via e-mail

Taking Your Work Home
I am a physician and am trained in the

use of endoscopy to diagnose and treat my
patients. I was thrilled to read about the
application of this technology to my other
love, shooting. The article was wonderfully
written and I appreciated the endoscopic pic-
tures. Thanks for your quality magazine.
Keep up the good work!

Dr. Ian Fawks, D.O.
Salisbury, Miss.

Hard To Argue With Success
Regarding Timothy Case’ story in the

June issue about the pleasure he found in
using a vintage Remington Model Eight:

Here’s my story. I traded an ’03
Springfield “sporter” to my father for his
Remington Model 8 just before I graduated
from high school in 1960. Dad had pur-
chased (or traded for — I’m not sure which)
the gun in 1943 from a man named Arch
Simms in Baker, Idaho. This old .35
autoloader had seen some use, but was in
great shape. I don’t know much of its history
before Dad got a hold of it, but he took a
deer every year but one from 1943 to 1960.
He also took four elk (two Olympic and two
Rocky Mountain), a moose, and a black
bear. After I swapped for it, I took six mule
deer and an elk before moving up to more
“modern” guns. 

The point is this: your article stirred up a
bunch of old sentiments and I believe it’s
time to take “Old Meat-In-The-Pot” out of
retirement and see what she’ll do. I’d like to
find a ’smith who would do a good job of

tuning her up and maybe refinishing her. Any
suggestions would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks for a great article about a great
old gun. Dad would have been delighted to
read this one.

Tom Taylor
Ontario, Calif.

It’s About Time
Yesterday, I finally got around to reading

my January issue and to my surprise there
was an article which addressed the frustra-
tions I have been feeling about your magazine
— the lack of real gun articles! I have seri-
ously contemplated canceling my subscrip-
tion. It seems that the only weapons  you fea-
ture in the magazine any more are the assault
or assault-like weapons. I really enjoy reload-
ing and in the last couple of issues you have
returned to covering that topic. Thank you! 

Maybe you could return GUNS to the old
format and start a new magazine called
Assault Weapon or something along those
lines. Thank you and keep up the good work. 

John and Pam Gardiner 
Via e-mail

Never An Expert
Thanks for your focus on reloading in the

April issue. I’ve been reloading for 30 years
and at first glance I wondered if there would
really be anything of interest in these arti-
cles. How wrong I was! 

I enjoyed Taffin’s candid tale of his early
handloading experiences, and especially
appreciated the articles by Petty and
Bodinson. I’ve always had good success
with my rifle loads, but had never bothered
to consider neck turning. The 30 percent
improvement in group sizes that Petty
described has motivated me to give this a try.
Also, learning exactly what “match primers”
are was really interesting. I had never con-
sidered using them in loads for my hunting
rifles, but now will. 

Some of the younger shooters at my club
have occasionally referred to me as an
“expert.” I suppose that I was rather proud
that they might think of me that way, but
reading this issue has reminded me that no
matter what your level of experience, there
is always more to learn. 

William Phelps
Cincinnati, Ohio $
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C’mon, admit it. In your heart of
hearts, you want to try this cowboy
action shooting thing you’ve heard

about. The word from here is: Go for it!
I’ve gotten to like this game. It’s more

about friendly folks just having safe fun with
guns than it is about winning. You’ll need a
shotgun, either a double barrel, a Winchester
’97 pump gun, or its affordable Chinese
clone from Norinco. You’ll also need a lever-
action, revolver-caliber rifle. Or a carbine.

And, of course, you’ll need a couple of
six-shooters.

Sixgun Savvy
Most SASS (Single Action Shooting

Society) stages require you draw one revolver,
fire five shots, holster it, and repeat with a sec-
ond gun, usually with the rifle and scattergun
brought into play somewhere along the line.
It’s handy, but not essential, to have both
revolvers chambered for the same ammo.

But if you’ve got a Super Blackhawk in
.44 Magnum and a regular Blackhawk in
.357, it’s not gonna be that much hassle to
load the first with light .44 Specials and the
other with .38 Specials. Or, since vintage
cartridges have been reborn thanks to this
sport, you can load the Super with ultra soft
.44 Russian and the .357 with weak but cor-
rect-to-the-period .38 Long Colt. I shoot a
lot of both in the Black Hills brand.

The adjustable sights of the Blackhawk
series would put those Rugers in Modern
class. I like shooting in that category for two
reasons. First, my aging eyes pick up Ruger’s
adjustable sights better than any fixed sights
I’ve seen on factory produced single action
revolvers. Second, Ruger has been producing
the Blackhawk since around 1955, and there
are lots of them on the used gun market. I got
my pair, much worn on the outside but
mechanically perfect inside, for $150 a piece.

Traditional/Duelist/Gunfighter
Fixed sights are required for Traditional

class, where you are allowed to use a two-hand
hold. Ditto for Duelist class, where the six-gun
must be fired one-hand only, though you can
use the dominant hand for each one in turn.

HANDGUNS
BY MASSAD AYOOB

Fixed sights are also required for the newest
class. In Gunfighter, you alternate firing one
revolver in your left hand and the other in you
right, with both drawn simultaneously.

Colt has two popular offerings. The best
deal, I think, is the recently introduced Colt
Cowboy, a popularly priced gun with a ham-
mer bar safety. If your pocketbook is up for
it, the original third generation Single Action
Army is still available from the Custom
Shop. There are countless clones of this
revolver available at more reasonable prices.
The nicest of these I’ve personally seen, in
terms of workmanship, is the Hartford brand.

The single most popular flavor of
“Peacemaker” seems to be the Ruger
Vaquero. A tad bigger than the Colt sixgun,
this Magnum-frame single action is propor-
tionally correct in looks and is the most
rugged revolver you’ll find on the cowboy
firing line.

An advantage of purchasing the Vaquero
is that if you later find you don’t care for
cowboy shooting, once you’ve got the fixed

sights trued up for your favorite hunting
load, you still have a perfectly suitable
woodsman’s revolver. The price is very
affordable, too. You can get these guns in
standard or Bisley grip style, and as of 2001,
in bird’s head configuration as well.

Last year Ruger also brought out the
smaller, handier Single Six in .32 Magnum,
which is a really sweet shooter with Black
Hills’ new .32 H&R “cowboy load.” I shot a
pair of them in the local state championships
and was happy with the performance,
though shooting .32s makes you feel more
like Dale Evans than Roy Rogers.

While the Peacemaker and its doppel-
gangers rule the current cowboy roost, you
still see quite a few of the top-break
Schofields. A few gunners pack Smith &
Wessons exquisitely reproduced and subtly
updated by the Performance Center. Most
are more affordable copies by Uberti and
Armi San Marcos. They’re faster to reload
than the SAAs, though that’s rarely neces-
sary in a cowboy match. But in my hands at
least, they’re slower to shoot.

Cowboy Leather
For the price of a concealed carry

belt/holster/magazine pouch from a top cus-
tom house or a fully-accoutred police duty
belt from the law enforcement equipment
shop, you can get good, period-correct cow-
boy leather. In Gunfighter class, you need a
southpaw holster on your left-hand side, and
a right-hand holster on the right hip. In the
other classes, most shooters have one
revolver in a strong-side straight draw hol-
ster and the other in a high-ride crossdraw.
When working that crossdraw rig, be careful
to keep the weak-side hip, and therefore the
muzzle, angled downrange during both the
drawing and the reholstering process.

I use an inexpensive Old World rig for my
battered twin Blackhawks when I shoot
Modern class. I acquired one of Greg Kramer’s
superb rigs with mirror image holsters for the
Colt Cowboy and the Ruger Vaquero .45s I
have for the Gunfighter class. When you select
your cowpoke leather, remember that safe
drawing and especially re-holstering are more
important than a fast draw.

There’s a reason this shooting game is
growing so fast. It’s fun! The hardware
doesn’t cost that much, and neither does the
cowboy garb. (Heck, our friend John Taffin
can treat a cowboy match like a “Come As
You Are” party.) For information on a match
near you, contact the Single Action Shooting
Society, 23255 La Palma Avenue, Yorba
Linda, Calif., 92887. Or look them
up at www.sassnet.com.

Getting Started In

COWBOY
ACTION

$









Benchmade Rescue Hook

Benchmade knives are renowned for
quality and a superb level of fit and
finish. Benchmade’s new Model 5

Rescue Hook upholds this reputation, but
not due to an intricate assembly of carefully
fitted parts. This little rascal is made of noth-
ing but tough 420-HC stainless steel. 

“We tried a number of different steels
noted for toughness and edge retention,” said
Travis Noteboom, marketing coordinator at
Benchmade. “We found that 420 High Carbon
stainless actually performed better, due to its
ability to take on a very high level of polish.” 

The sharpness of their blades has always
been a point of pride with Benchmade.
Given the seriousness of the uses for which
the Model 5 was designed, it was necessary
to devote even more time and energy to
ensure that each and every Rescue Hook
would wear a cutting edge as sharp as is
humanly possible to achieve. 

The original design intent for this model
was as a dedicated tool for first responders. It
will slice through a seat belt or cut away cloth-
ing with lightning quickness. The shielded cut-

BY JIM GARDNER

ting surface elimi-
nates the possibility of
causing an unintended
cut — even when
working blind or in
tight quarters. Other
uses for this handy lit-
tle tool continue to
crop up. Hunters are
finding this a great
field dressing aid, and
parachutists and river
rafters have taken to it
in droves. A built-in
cap lifter makes the
Model 5 the answer to those less threatening
little emergencies. 

In putting mine to the test, it cut through
various types of nylon webbing with no per-
ceptible effort. Several cuts through 1/4-inch
thick sole leather required a bit more force,
but that tough material parted like the Red
Sea before Moses. The Rescue Hook will do
the job, and unlike your everyday knife, the
edge will be sharp when you need it because

you won’t be abusing it with mundane
chores. The Rescue Hook retails for a very
modest $25. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Benchmade Knife Company

[800] 800-7427
www.benchmade.com
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Zeiss Scopz 
Shooting Glasses

Okay, ’fess up. You’ve been guilty of
firing your favorite rifle or handgun
without wearing proper shooting

glasses, haven’t you? I know that I have. I
also know that this is about as foolish a stunt
as you can think of. Sometimes the reason
was pure laziness, but often as not it was
because I had removed my uncomfortable
shooting glasses.

I won’t have that excuse anymore. The
new Scopz shooting glasses from Zeiss are
the most comfortable I’ve worn yet. Also, the
optical quality is just what you would expect
from the most respected name in sporting
optics. Clear and completely free of distor-
tion, these glasses are a pleasure to use.

The lenses are properly large — both to
provide the utmost in protection to your
peepers — and so that with your head down
on the comb of the stock you will still be
looking through the center of the lenses. To
further ensure this, the bridge of the Zeiss
Scopz is rather unique.

The large, comfortable nose pads are of
silicone elastomer. Squeeze them together

BY JIM GARDNER

and you will find
they can be adjusted
to three separate
positions, raising or
lowering the glasses
to set them properly
before your eyes
while in shooting
position.

The temples are of
the cable type. They
will stay in place and
not slip forward irri-
tatingly on a hot day.
Carefully padded and
with a smooth bulb
on the open end, these
do not become uncomfortable after an
extended period of wear as others do.

The Zeiss Scopz come with a very nice
molded nylon belt case, and are available
with polarized, yellow, vermilion and clear
lenses. These are really nice. Treat yourself
to a pair and protect your valuable eyesight.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Zeiss Sporting Optics

[800] 441-3005
www.zeiss.com



Brownells Multi-Vise

Tinkering seems to be a natural progres-
sion for many shooters. Of course we
should all be industrious about per-

forming proper maintenance at the minimum,
but most real shooters of my acquaintance
eventually turn to making a host of slight mod-
ifications and adjustments to their firearms.

By the time this condition develops into
the impassioned search for the right gun-tin-
kering tools, the place to turn to is
Brownells. Brownells has been the standard
supply house for both the professional and
the amateur gun craftsman for generations. 

Only a little experience will show you that
one of the first tools needed by the hopeful gun
crank is a good bench vise. And when it comes
to a vise designed for gun work, the Brownells
Multi-Vise is the only game in town.

The most distinguishing characteristic of
the Multi-Vise is the separate base section
that features a 1.5 inch diameter cylindrical
mounting post. The Multi-Vise can be
mounted vertically upon this post in the con-
ventional fashion, but the real novelty is that
it may be mounted horizontally as well. This

BY JIM GARDNER

makes it possible
to grip and hold
long items such as
barrels with their
muzzles held verti-
cal yet close to the
point of support.
This is an absolute
necessity to prop-
erly perform many
tasks, such as fac-
ing off the muzzles
of a double shot-
gun shortened for
cowboy shooting
as shown. 

The jaws are just as they should be —
smooth and wide to distribute the clamping
force over a wide area — measuring 3.5
inches wide and a little over 2 inches deep.
Designed to withstand a lifetime of use, the
lead screw is fabricated of 4140 Chrome
Moly, the handle of stainless-steel, and the
body and base of the Multi-Vise are cast of
best-grade ductile iron. The Multi-Vise

swivels 360 degrees and clamps firmly into
the desired position. It is a great aid for
doing good quality work. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Brownells

[641] 623-4000
www.brownells.com

w w w . s a v a g e a r m s . c o m

Mode l  12V S S  Va rm i n t e r

Mode l  12B V S S -X P  

Scope, rings and bipod not included.

Legendary Savage® out-of-the-box accuracy results from a unique

blend of features including a button-rifled, free-floating barrel with

target-style recessed crown. Dual pillar bedding, typically found only

in custom guns, is a feature used to enhance this accuracy. Savage’s

new package model features a stainless steel 26́ ´ fluted heavy barrel,

target-style prone laminated stock and a Burris® 6-18x37mm scope,

mounted and bore-sighted and packed in a rugged aluminum case.

If you’re looking for accuracy, Savage is the best money can buy!

The Definition of Accuracy
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HANDLOADER
BY CHARLES E. PETTY

When beginning work with a new
cartridge, the handloader must
make dozens of decisions. Since

so many variables in load development
exist, the first thing we must do is decide
what we want to accomplish. How we
approach a load work-up is usually governed
by the type of rifle. Therefore, our goals are
not the same for a varmint rifle, plinker or
hunting rifle. 

If the only desire is to push a bullet as
fast as possible, simply check the loading
manuals, find the highest speed, and work
up to that load. But if you demand accuracy
too, this approach probably won’t work.
Since varmint season is upon us, let’s pre-
tend we’ve got a brand new .223 varmint
rifle and want an accurate load for prairie
dog shooting. Where to start?

Establishing A Benchmark
Well, first we need to establish a base-

line and find out how well the rifle shoots
with a good factory load, and then try to
duplicate and improve upon that. We may
be able — with properly pressure-tested
data — to get a few more fps. But do not
expect dramatic differences.

Comparing velocities of your handloads
with what the books say will probably dis-
appoint you. Most of the time we will see
considerably slower speeds than those
printed in the manual. The culprit is just the
difference between your sporting rifle and a
factory’s special test equipment. Each bar-
rel is a law unto itself, so expect to see dif-
ferences in velocity from one maker to
another, and even between two barrels from
the same manufacturer.

I don’t even bother to chronograph until
I’ve found a load or two that groups better than
the others. And then it’s just because I’d get
lots of letters if I didn’t print the speed.
Maximum speed moves me not at all. Oh sure,
I know all about the argument for flatter tra-
jectories or better on-target performance.
However, uniform, dependable accuracy is far
more valuable than a few extra feet per second.  

This market offers many brands of
brass, bullets, primers and powders from
which to choose and the first thing to do is
narrow the field a bit. Unless you’re a new
loader you’ve probably developed some
brand loyalties and that’s a good place to
start. I think it’s important to eliminate as
many variables as possible, so make sure
you have plenty of the same cases to do the
job. Same with primers.

Limiting The Variables
We know that the .223 is frequently used

with 50 or 55 grain bullets in the varmint
field. By both experience and reputation I
know that the Speer 50 grain TNT is accu-
rate and effective. So, at first, we’ll reduce
bullet variables to one. Speer’s manual
shows 15 powders for the 50 grain bullet in
the .223. They are listed in order of the high-
est velocity possible. Winchester 748 gave
almost 3,400 fps from the test rifle but there
are 10 more that give between 3,200 and
3,300 fps. You could just start with 748 and
probably get good results, but among the
other 10 propellants are quite a few known
for good accuracy. But before rushing out to
buy powder, check the inventory of those
you already have. There are quite a few
powders used in the .223 that are also popu-
lar for a number of other cartridges. Among
those in the book are a couple I know to
have given good accuracy in other uses.
Those are: Hodgdon Varget, Accurate 2015
BR and Vihtavuori N 133. I have all of those
so let’s construct a table to try them.

Speer’s data usually shows a spread of
two grains between starting and maximum
loads so we can work up in one grain incre-
ments and have just three loads to shoot. So
here’s my potential table: 

This gives us a total of 60 rounds to test.
If you think this is too ambitious, or don’t
have many powders, begin with what you
have. It certainly doesn’t need to be the same
selections I’ve chosen, as long as the
approach is systematic and reduces variables
to a minimum.

From Speer’s data we see a couple of
items that complicate things just a bit. First,
their data was developed in IMI cases.
Second was their routine use of magnum
primers with any ball type powder. Speer
advises they deliberately chose the IMI brass
made to military specifications so their data
would be safe for shooters using GI brass.
The data will work with commercial brass,
but you are likely to see slightly lower
velocities. Just to keep things simple at first

I’ll use the same primers Speer did, although
you can bet I will investigate other primers
when it comes time to really refine the load.

One thing we know will help us is seating
the bullets out further. With the .223, I’ve
found a good starting place is with the bullet
just slightly off the lands — say .005 inch or
so. The Stoney Point gauge makes this
adjustment simple and is well worth having,
but there are other options. Alternatively,
you can make a dummy round with no
primer or powder and leave the bullet seated
way out. Chambering this dummy in your
rifle will seat the bullet to firmly touch the
lands. You can measure that length, subtract
five thousandths or so, and use that length as
a starting point. Further along in the refine-
ment process you can experiment with other
seating depths, but this method should get
you started.

I load five rounds of each and then shoot
groups with them. Since we are also work-
ing up to maximum loads, each case should
be examined for signs of pressure problems
before progressing to the next heavier
charge. Make a little chart and record the
charge data and group measurements and
you’ll see pretty quickly if one stands out
from the rest. 

Is It Shaping Up?
Now it is decision time. The first thing to

do is compare your loads with the factory
ammo and look for something at least as
good. If none of them are better it’s time to

punt and go try other
powders and bullets.
Chances are you won’t
have to. If you know
your rifle shoots 1
inch groups with fac-
tory loads and you
have a handload that
groups half that size,
this might be a great

place to stop. If you’re like me, you’ll want to
see if any more accuracy can be wrung out of
the gun. So maybe a half grain change in
powder charge — as long as it is not over the
maximum — would be appropriate. Then, if
you feel the need, you can try different bul-
lets, primers, or any other component. The
important thing is to make only one change at
a time.

Now I know that one five shot group is
not enough data, but it’s a start. The next
step is to load a larger quantity to see if the
results are repeatable. Sometimes they aren’t
and you might even say a bad word as you
go back to the drawing board. 

Been there and done that too.

A Systematic Approach To 
LOAD DEVELOPMENT

POWDER 748 VARGET 2015 BR N 133
26.5 25.5 22.5 22.0

CHARGE 27.5 26.5 23.5 23.0
28.5C 27.5C 24.5 24.0

“C” indicates compressed load

$
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It has been said that the country is in the
grip of a wave of nostalgia. Retro is in.
For some — cowboy shooters spring to

mind — retro is waaaay in. And nothing is
more retro in shooting than the group of
former black powder burners I call the dash
cartridges. Perhaps it really is true that,
“everything old is new again.”

Way back when black powder ruled,
cartridge nomenclature was actually pretty
descriptive. Very often (but not always)
the cartridge was named with the caliber
and charge of black powder separated by a
dash. Since Winchester was often the
designer of the cartridge it might have
dual citizenship and also be called, for
example, the .44 WCF — for Winchester
Center Fire. 

Cartridges that come most often to mind
are the .25-20, .32-20, .38-40 and .44-40. Of
these, the .38-40 doesn’t quite reflect the
truth, for it actually uses a .40 caliber bullet.
If the rules were followed it should have
been a .40-40. Why it wasn’t so named shall
remain one of life’s little mysteries.

It All Began With A Winchester
For me this nostalgic voyage started

innocently enough with one of those deals
that was too good to pass up. It came in the
form of a Winchester Model 1892 saddle
ring carbine chambered for the .32-20 (.32
WCF). That soft shooting little carbine
brought an element of fun to my shooting
that had been missing for awhile.

Winchester started it all back in 1873
when they needed something to shoot in the
new Model 1873 rifle. The Winchester ’73 is
said to be the gun that — in conjunction with
Colt’s Single Action Army — “won the
West.” That is surely an arguable statement,
as an awfully good case can be made for the

CHARLIE’S FAVORITE LOADS

.25-20 — REMINGTON BRASS, CCI SMALL RIFLE PRIMERS

75 GR. SPEER JSP: 13.5 AA 2015BR
86 GR. REMINGTON JSP: 11.5 H-322

.32-20 — REMINGTON BRASS, CCI SMALL PISTOL PRIMERS

100 GR. LSWC: 3.0 Titegroup
115 GR. LSWC: 2.8 Titegroup

.38-40 — STARLINE BRASS, CCI LARGE PISTOL PRIMERS

180 GR. LRNFP: 5.0 Titegroup

.44-40 — STARLINE BRASS, CCI LARGE PISTOL PRIMER

200 GR. LRNFP: 5.5 Titegroup
225 GR. LRNFP: 5.2 Titegroup

“The addition of the dash 

cartridges brought an element of 

fun back to my mostly 

businesslike shooting and I 

shoot more for sheer enjoyment 

now than I have in a long time.”

These “obsolete” calibers are 
soft-shooting, efficient, 

and just plain fun.

BY: CHARLES E. PETTY

LOADING
THE DASH CARTRIDGES



Trapdoor Springfield. But the ability to
shoot more than once without reloading was
a powerful selling point. Another incentive
was the ability to use the same cartridge in
both a long gun (rifle or carbine) and
revolver. Colt wasted no time in chambering
their SAA for Winchester’s cartridge and
when, a year later, Winchester necked the
.44-40 down to make the .38-40, Colt fol-
lowed suit.

Winchester felt the need for a good
small game cartridge for the ’73 and, in
1882, brought us the .32 WCF (.32-20).
Again, Colt wisely made the SAA avail-
able in this new chambering. There is
some debate over the use of the .32-20.
Winchester reportedly deemed it suitable
for deer and I’ve no doubt that a deer
could be taken with perfect shot place-
ment. But by today’s standards it is woe-
fully under-powered. I’ve heard it said
that the .32-20 was intended for the farm
wife as protection from marauding two-
and four-legged critters.

In 1893 the quartet was completed by
necking-down the .32-20 to form the .25-20.
This time Colt didn’t follow and I’ve often
wondered how the diminutive .25 would have

performed as a revolver cartridge. These two
smaller calibers still have a following among
small game and varmint hunters.

More than a few writers have dubbed
the dash series as “obsolete” but all are
still produced by one or more ammo com-
panies, and components are easily found
as well. And even though most of the cur-
rent replica firearms favor the .45 Colt,
there are a few new guns in most of the
dash chamberings.
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We Dare You To Shoot Just One 
For me that first .32-20 was kinda’ like

opening Pandora’s box because after all of
the enjoyment it brought me it was only
logical to get a .44-40 which — of course
— led to a .38-40. I valiantly resisted the
.25-20 but finally fell victim to another
1892 SRC. And the hard thing now is
deciding which one to take to the range on
any given day. The addition of the dash car-

Below: The dash cartridge line up, (left-right)
.25-20, .32-20, .38-40 and .44-40. The .45
Colt is shown for comparison. Right (top):
Say .44-40 revolver and most will think of the
Colt SAA — however many double action
guns were also produced, such as this blue-
worn New Service Colt. (middle): Trim
Winchester M-1892 carbines have brought a
lot of pleasure into Petty’s shooting of late.
(bottom): Despite the pronouncements of
many experts, these cartridges refuse to die.
Current loadings from Black Hills and
Winchester are shown, along with a vintage
box of Peters .25-20.
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tridges brought an element of fun back to
my mostly businesslike shooting and I
shoot more for sheer enjoyment now than I
have in a long time. It’s now a rare range
trip that doesn’t include a little shooting
with one of these pleasant cartridges.

All of this has led to some new adven-
tures in handloading, for each new rifle
brought with it a set of dies, shell holders,
brass, MTM boxes, and all the other para-
phernalia we shooters enjoy. And of course
lead bullets... lots of lead bullets. Each new
cartridge required a load work-up to try to
find a single load that worked well in both
rifle and revolver. 

While many loading projects involve
trying to push a bullet as fast as possible,
these took another direction. I sought loads
no faster than current factory ammunition
and in most cases even those were speedier
than I required. Cowboy shooters want to
minimize recoil and while none of the dash
cartridges can be called punishing, they can
be slowed down a little without penalty. A
second concern for me is accuracy because
my primary target is a 6 inch diameter piece
of steel located 70 yards downrange. 

Fixed Sights And The Handloader
Sometimes handguns present a different

set of accuracy challenges. It’s pretty rare to
find a single action revolver that shoots
where the sights say it should. There are
methods for adjusting these fixed sights that
involve bending and beating, and very often
a slight twist of the barrel will get the
windage pretty close. But elevation can still
be off with either rifle or handgun. There are
two things the handloader can do to remedy
this. At least in theory, the original sights
were regulated with factory ammo of the
time, and it may take nothing more than
duplicating original bullet weight and
velocity to get the gun to shoot where it
looks. Handloading gives you the flexibility
to make subtle changes in bullet weight or
velocity in order to zero the gun, and this can
be a much better option than touching a file
or hammer to Grandpa’s old Colt.

Pervasive Myth
We have been told that the dash car-

tridges are hard to load. Whoever first
penned that statement may very well have
either not tried or done it wrongly. It is
surely true that these cartridges have thin
case mouths — the walls aren’t too thick
either — but it takes only a little more care
in loading to overcome any potential
damage to cases by seating or crimping the
bullet. One thing that limits case life is the
amount the case mouth is expanded (belled)
to accept a new bullet. This is one of those
things that is best done in moderation.
Adjust the expander die to bell the mouth
just enough to allow a bullet to start cleanly
and case life will be extended considerably. 

The other opportunity for trouble is when
applying the crimp. It’s a bit hard to find a

continued on page 25







good balance between enough crimp to ade-
quately hold the bullet and putting on too
much which will result in split case mouths
and shorter case life. Since we’re normally
using pretty fast burning powders we really
don’t need an aggressive crimp to promote
good ignition. All we really need is enough
to prevent recoil inertia from pulling the
bullet. Given the light recoil of most of these
loads, it really doesn’t take much crimp to
do that job.

One reason given for not loading the dash
cartridges is that carbide sizing dies are not
available. I know I grew up thinking lubing
handgun cases was a real pain but that really
isn’t true anymore. Laboriously rolling each
case on a lube pad was a chore to be avoided
but today we can use any of several excellent
aerosol case lubes. A squirt or two of RCBS
Case Slick or a similar lube on a pile of cases
and you’re ready to start sizing.

Cast Bullet Champions 
With the exception of the .25-20 there is

absolutely no need to use jacketed bullets in
the dash cartridges. While most factory
loads for the .38-40 and .44-40 use JSP bul-
lets, none of these are really driven fast
enough to require jackets to prevent leading.
Thus for both cost and aesthetic reasons I’ve
stuck to lead. The exception to this is the
.25-20 that I load with either Remington 86
grain or Speer 75 grain JSP bullets. Original
.25-20 loads used an 86 grain lead bullet and
even in this caliber, cast bullets will suffice
if you can find them and if your bore is in
acceptable condition.

The dash cartridges have surely not been
the product of modern research so you’ll only
find pressure test data in CUP but that doesn’t
mean that we can’t use some of the newer
powders. And it is one of those, specifically
Hodgdon’s Titegroup, that has replaced
everything else in my loads for the .32-20,
.38-40 and .44-40. It has also won a place in
my loads for the .45 Colt and .44 Special. 

Note: New handloaders may be inter-
ested to know that CUP stands for Copper
Units of Pressure. This obsolete system of
gauging pressure was performed by meas-
uring the degree to which small cylinders
of copper were compressed by a given
load. Modern pressure testing is normally
accomplished with a piezoelectric trans-
ducer and given in the form Pounds per
Square Inch — Ed.

The only one of these cartridges I don’t
load with Titegroup is the .25-20, which
requires one of the faster rifle powders. My
favorite propellant for loads using the 75
grain JSP is Accurate 2015 BR and for the
Remington 86 grain JSP I prefer H-322. 

Again with the exception of the .25-20, I
use lead bullets exclusively. For the .32-20
you can use either 100 or 115 grain weights.
The .38-40 almost always utilizes a 180
grain bullet. And you can have either 200 or
225 grain bullets for the .44-40.  Due to

recoil considerations, the 200 grain bullet is
much more popular.

All of these loads are at or near the rec-
ommended starting loads in the manuals but
were developed to provide a good combina-
tion of accuracy with light recoil. And, with
the exception of the .25-20, since all are
intended mostly for recreational shooting, I
geared them to give between 700 to 800 fps
in the various revolvers and 900 to 1,000 fps
from the 20 inch barrels of the carbines. 

The .25-20 data is also close to starting
loads, but runs 1,300 to 1,400 fps, which is
still very mild. In some cases it might be
possible to load even lighter, but I found
that velocities tended to become erratic
and we should keep in mind the possibility
of sticking a bullet in the bore if we go
down too far.

Selecting A Dash-Shooter
Even though we’ve been talking about

lever guns in the form of saddle ring car-
bines and rifle-length barrels there are
revolvers for all save the .25-20. And you
don’t have to cough up the green to buy a
Colt SAA to shoot these loads either. To be
sure there are some single action replicas
although you may have to cull through a
bunch of .45 Colts to find one in .32, .38 or
.44 WCF. But there are other options too. 

Both Colt and Smith & Wesson made
double action revolvers to shoot these
rounds. And in the rifles or carbines there are
Winchester and Marlin lever actions to
choose from, as well as a smattering of vin-
tage bolt actions and single-shots. And you
don’t have to pay a ton of money for them
either. Market price on these guns usually
boils down to the amount of original finish
remaining but there are lots of rifles with
little finish that are mechanically just fine. 

Bores don’t have to be spotless either and
since many were made before the advent of
non-corrosive primers some pits or spots are
inevitable. Unless the bore is badly pitted
they can still shoot just fine. And even if the
bore is ruined it can be relined or rebored. 

I’m going through that right now with a
Model ’92 in .44-40 that has lots of finish
on the outside but a damaged chamber that
wasn’t apparent until I shot it and found
that cases came out split. It may not be the
bargain I first thought it was, but it is still
worth saving.

We’ve been told that dash cartridges are
hard to load for so long that it has become
conventional wisdom. And as is often true
conventional wisdom ain’t necessarily so.
With just a little care, loading these nos-
talgic old cartridges is no more difficult
than loading anything else. I cannot say
that any of them are more accurate or pow-
erful than one of the similar straight wall
cases, but since Winchester didn’t make a
Model 92 in .45 Colt I guess I’ll just have
to muddle through. Obsolete? Maybe, but
give the dash cartridges a try and I’m
willing to wager you’ll enjoy
them as much as I have.
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LOADING THE DASH
continued from page 22
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GUNS magazine receives a substan-
tial amount of mail. Some you read
in our Crossfire column. Others, due
to length or other factors, we are
unable to publish. We recently
received a letter from a wonderful
gentleman we felt should be shared.

Shooters, hunters and firearms
owners are frequently vilified by the
general press. The image of the
firearms community often portrayed is
one of reckless, undisciplined
Neanderthals who are a destructive
force in society. 

This is doubly infuriating. For most
of us, our introduction to the shooting
sports was accompanied by a careful
indoctrination in the responsibility
that comes with the use of a firearm.
We may never be able to alter the dis-
torted view of the shooting sports so
many hold, but we can celebrate the
truth that the vast majority of shooters
and hunters are fine, upright people.

We hope you enjoy this nice remem-
brance of a young man’s introduction
to the shooting sports and to lifelong
ideals of responsibility, self-reliance and
independence.

Richardson and Paul Brooks show off the result of a suc-
cessful 1999 hunt.

“No one today would allow
a child of 10 to do the things

my Dad let me do.”

School Days 1946-1947
Phillips High
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To: John Taffin, GUNS Magazine
From: Herb Richardson — old coot from the Texas Panhandle

I just finished your article in GUNS on
“Handloading On A Budget.” I think you did a com-
mendable job of explaining how to get started. We all
did things that were dangerous when we started out.
I’m past 70 now, and you understand about eyes and
shooting handguns. I can’t do it well but I do it
anyhow. I have fun shooting in competition with a
small group at a local range each Monday night. We
are all just shooters — some good, some average, some
really good who shoot 505 on a 510 course and some-
times go clear to 510. We do like you. We shoot
everything we own because they were what we liked
and we bought them to shoot.

I’m a 1911 nut. My first handgun was a nickel-
plated 1911 with mother-of-pearl grips. My mother
won it at a raffle in 1939, and of course I was
instantly in love, as you well understand. It became
mine on 8-18-41, my 10th birthday. But I didn’t get to
shoot it much until after World War II when surplus
ammo became available. Then I got to shoot it
plenty. It still resides in my hands and has been kind
of tuned up. New sights and springs and firing pin
and a little link-adjusting and slide tightening. Not a
match grade gun, but I can get 8 shot 2-inch groups
from the bench at 25 yards. However, even this is not
what I’m writing about.

My dad was a make-do kind of guy. He wanted me
to be able to shoot a lot of .45 pistol. Well, he came
up with a .44 Special and a bullet mould. It was an
old and well-worn Colt double action. Non-adjustable
sights. Well, he didn’t know anything about
reloading, so he talked to some fellows who did and
then did some thinking. He took a piece of boiler
plate about 3 inches by 4 inches, 5/8 inch thick, and
drilled a couple of holes in it. He reamed one side of
it to size the case, the other to squeeze a crimp. He
made a powder measure from a cut-off case. I never
knew the charge weight, but it was enough to gen-
erate some recoil with black powder. He taught me to
knock out the primer with a punch, press the case in
the sizing hole and knock it out, then prime it with a
piece of 2x4 with a dowel in it to press the case down
on the boiler plate with a primer. Then scoop in the
powder and put down a bullet on top of it and turn it
up in the reamed hole and press down to crimp with
the 2x4 across the base. He knew old timers used soap
for lube in muzzle loaders, so he taught me to roll the
bullets in a thick mixture of Ivory soap and water and
let them dry. Dad said any fool could cast a bullet and
gave me the mould. Well, I got lead from an oil field
scrap heap by the gasoline plant.

I got to shoot that old .44 Special all through
World War II and when I left home Dad sold it to
someone else. I never had more than 50 cases and
they got worked no telling how many times. They
lasted almost forever.

Of course the old gun got cleaned good every time
it was shot. A kid with a real gun was more diligent
at cleaning than most folks, so it never got pitted but
the bluing was sure rubbed away. We lived in a time
when jack rabbits were vermin and the ranchers
wanted all of them killed and I sure helped them out
a bunch. I wish now we hadn’t been so thorough at
killing them. Because I love them chicken-fried then
smothered in mushroom soup. They get tender
enough to fall off the bone.

Those days are gone, but now I and my kids and
grandkids still like to shoot. So I load and I do it by
the book with all due safety measures in place. We
shoot a .357 Uberti Bisley with a 4.75 inch barrel.
Feels like an old Colt and it’s fun with 158 grain
SWCs and 3.3 grains of Bullseye. Not unpleasant even
for small kids who really love to shoot if you start
them out right. We shoot a .45 Colt Vaquero 3.75
inch from Ruger. Right now we are shooting factory
stuff till we get a couple of hundred rounds of brass.
The bird’s-head grip is almost as easy on my arthritic
hands as the Bisley. Anyhow. it’s just a family thing.

I am so sorry that kids today don’t get to do some
shooting as I did. I grew up on the edge of the
Canadian River Breaks at Borger, Texas. Canyons and
creeks ran to the river down gullies 200 feet deep and
were full of quail and cottontails and coyotes and jack
rabbits. Kids then didn’t know about bird seasons. We
got to hunt all year round. The grown-ups would
rather have us in the canyons than in town. We didn’t
know the reasons behind it. We just liked it that way.

No one today would allow a child of 10 to do the
things my Dad let me do. He taught me not to use
the pistol when other kids were with me and I knew
if I did he would hear about it and I would lose my
gun. So I became a weekend camper all by myself and
it helped me to become competent at many things
and confident in my ability to take care of myself.
One of those things that lasts a lifetime. Self reliance
is good for anybody. 

Well, I will close with how much I enjoy your
writing on old guns and sixguns.

Thanks,
Herb Richardson
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What the muzzleloader world needs now is a non-
corrosive propellant that’s loaded by volume just
like black powder. It should make smoke, giving

the game its unique character, but at the same time not cake
up the bore like smudge in a chimney. That fuel does not
exist. However, Triple Seven is so close to non-corrosive
that this new powder requires little additional after-shooting
effort than modern cartridges demand. The only solvent
necessary to remove Triple Seven fouling is H20 — plain
old tap water, preferably hot to promote drying.

Lives Up To Its Claims 
Sometimes manufacturer’s claims are overblown.

However, I can say after purposely firing multiple consecutive
shots without swabbing the bore (under test conditions) that
hot water slicked the rifle up to brand new in a few short min-

utes. The effort required to remove Triple Seven fouling was
little more than I lavish on my favorite smokeless powder car-
tridge guns. Hodgdon points out that it’s the lack of sulfur that
makes cleanup so easy. That’s true, in part, but not the entire
story. The powder’s special formulation also plays a role.

Easy after-shooting maintenance brings more and more
shooters into the fascinating world of muzzleloading.
However, cleanup is only one criterion of a viable muzzle-
loader propellant. In the past, I’ve tried a few promising pro-
pellants that provided easy cleaning, but the rest of the story
was poor energy yield resulting in low velocity, plus high
standard deviations for potentially large groups. Another
negative feature was impaired shelf life, the powder
changing its pyrotechnic nature even when stored properly.
Triple Seven has shown none of these drawbacks. Velocity
for Triple Seven FFg, the granulation tested, proved to yield
high energy. The new powder also shows good stability.

A close look at a new 
high-performance BP substitute.
BY SAM FADALA

HODGDON’S
TRIPLE SEVEN
— The Non-Corrosive (Almost) Muzzleloader Powder
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Again under test conditions only, in the name of discovery,
Triple Seven was placed in the freezer for three days then
baked in direct sunlight for three more. No changes in
velocity or standard deviation resulted from this torture.

Volume Vs. Weight
Named for the 777th formulation, which finally worked

as its inventor Dean Barrett intended, Triple Seven is loaded
just like black powder — by volume, not by weight.
Cartridge fans can use a powder/bullet scale or powder
measure if they wish, but they must first establish the cor-
rect charge weight by use of a volumetric powder measure. 

For example, a .45-70 Navy Arms Remington Rolling
Block was tested using 60 grains volume FFg Triple Seven.
A 60 grain charge by weight would spill over the walls of the
case like 12 ounces of water in an 8 ounce glass. Here is the
correct procedure for weighing Triple Seven. The example
is for a 60 grain volume charge. Set an adjustable volume
muzzle loader’s powder measure at 60 grains. Pour Triple
Seven into the measure to slightly overfull. Tap the barrel of
the measure to settle the powder. Rotate the swing-out
funnel in place to strike off excess powder kernels. Place
this volumetric charge on a powder/bullet scale. This 60
grain charge by volume of Triple Seven FFg was found to
weigh 42.0 grains. 

Hereafter, 42.0 grains weight Triple Seven FFg can be
prepared on a scale or with a powder measure. Special
black powder compatible measures from Lyman or
Hornady are safe with Triple Seven. Warning: Standard
powder measures designed for use with smokeless
powder must never be used to meter out black powder or
any black powder substitute. Conventional powder meas-
ures may conceivably set off the powder in the body of
the measure by developing a static charge or through
internal friction. 

Below (left): Triple Seven is not just for muzzleladers.
Ron Cox prepares to light off a round in the author’s
custom Navy Arms roller. (middle): This Markesbery .54
caliber performed splendidly with Triple Seven FFg granu-
lation. (right): Triple Seven will be available in FFg and
FFFg granulations. 

Hodgdon Powder Company offers helpful hints for the shooter
using Triple Seven powder. The first is dealing with inaccu-
racy with the patched round ball. Hodgdon recommends

checking patches. This is easy to do. Patches normally end up not
far downrange. Torn patches may indicate sharp rifling lands. Blown
patches (holes) result from gas blow-by in the rifling grooves.
Hodgdon recommends reducing the charge until patches are no
longer damaged. This, however, results in an under-load, and is not
necessarily ideal. 

For example, a 230 grain patched lead round ball in a .54 caliber
muzzleloader can achieve close to 2,000 fps with a maximum allow-
able powder charge. Why reduce that by cutting back a normal and
acceptable big game charge? A better way is introducing a couple
thin leaves of hornet nesting material on top of the powder charge
before seating the patched ball. This step results in a buffer between
powder and patch. I have yet to find a burned-out patch when using
hornet nesting leaves. Note: this is not mud dauber nesting material,
but hornet nest.

Hodgdon has good advice for shooters of sabots. Again, the idea
is to search downrange, picking up spent sabots. If they are torn or
show signs of damage, switch to magnum type sabots. These are
made to withstand the ravages of heavier powder charges.

Bore leading is not much of a problem with muzzleloaders or
black powder cartridge guns, but Hodgdon recommends that if
leading does appear when using Triple Seven powder, lubing the
base of lead projectiles can help. There seems to be an accuracy
advantage in placing lube on the base only, rather than the shank of
lead bullets.

Hodgdon recommends tapping the side of the barrel to settle a
charge of Triple Seven in the breech area of the bore. This is worth-
while advice. While it may or may not promote good ignition,
having the full charge settled into the breech is always
desirable.

Helpful Hints with 
TRIPLE SEVEN

$



Compared With Pyrodex
Triple Seven is not a derivative of

Hodgdon’s popular Pyrodex. It is less dense
than black powder, but more dense than
Pyrodex RS. With a volumetric powder
measure set at 100 grains, GOEX FFg pro-
duced 100 grains by weight. The same setting
produced 71.0 grains weight for Pyrodex RS
and 76.0 grains weight for Triple Seven FFg. 

Two rifles were chronographed, a
Markesbery .54 caliber Outer-Line muzzle-
loader and a .45-70 Navy Arms Remington
Rolling Block with 30 inch Badger barrel
installed by Morrison Precision of
Hereford, Ariz. The .45-70 Government
load was built with Star Line brass.
Federal’s hot 215 primer was selected and
produced flawless ignition with Triple
Seven. The cast bullet selected is from a
custom Hoch mold, a flat nose which aver-
ages 417 grains weight. Lube: one part
toilet bowl ring, two parts salt free lard, two
parts beeswax. A single-over-powder card
wad rested on powder charges that were
compressed with a custom-made tool.
Shooting procedure included the use of a
blow tube, with three deep breaths exhaled
down bore after each shot. 

Not Just For Muzzleloaders
Three different powders were tested in

the .45-70. A 60 grain volume charge (42.0
grains by weight) of Triple Seven produced
an average muzzle velocity of 1,327 fps with
a standard deviation of 8 feet per second. A
proven accurate GOEX load of 63.0 grains
weight developed 1,155 fps with 24 fps stan-
dard deviation. Swiss FFFg at 63.6 grains
weight developed 1,363 fps. 

Ignition with Triple Seven was perfect in
the Markesbery .54 caliber, which was not
set up with its special small rifle primer igni-
tion system. A normal nipple with RWS No.
11 percussion caps produced 100 percent
ignition without a hint of a hangfire from
first to last shot, which included 54 firings. 

Further proof of Triple Seven’s high-
energy yield was demonstrated by com-
paring Pyrodex RS at 1,675 feet per
second with a Hornady 240 grain saboted-
bullet and 100 grains volume measure,
while Triple Seven FFg gave 1,800 fps
with the same charge and bullet. My
testing also included the heavyweight
Parker Productions 580 grain lead bullet
fired from the Markesbery .54 caliber
muzzleloader. A charge of 120 grains
volume (not weight) Triple Seven FFg
delivered 1,475 fps and over 2,800 foot-
pounds muzzle energy. For reference, sub-
stituting an equivalent charge of GOEX
FFg developed 1,400 fps.  

Flintlocks can digest Triple Seven, but
Hodgdon recommends delivering five
grains volume of FFFFg black powder
down bore prior to introducing the main
charge of Triple Seven, which must be
reduced by five grains to compensate for
the black powder priming charge. As
always, there is to be no air space between
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the powder and the projectile or shot
charge in the bore. That condition is called
a short-start and has been known to split
barrels and cause other mischief. The
bullet or shot should be seated firmly upon
the powder charge in the breech, but not
rammed down with undue force. 

Cartridges should be loaded to 100 per-
cent density, meaning no air space
between bullet and powder in the case. A
single thin wad up to .030 inch (thirty-
thousandths) thickness between powder
and bullet base is all right in the cartridge.
But filler materials with reduced charges
are not allowable. 

Easy Cleanup
Both the Markesbery .54 caliber muzzle-

loader and Navy Arms .45-70 cleaned up like
prom-bound high school lads. Continuous
shots without swabbing (for test purposes
only) included a total of 6,480 grains volume
Triple Seven FFg in the Markesbery .54 cal-
iber muzzleloader. A dab of Orange Stuff, a
new lube from Old Western Scrounger, was
applied to the base of all conical bullets in
shooting the Markesbery. The muzzleloader
was not cleaned, purposely, for several days
after shooting. The entire process of returning
the rifle to a bright bore took only a few passes
with a water-soaked bristle brush plus a few
cleaning patches. 

The .45-70 rifle’s bore brightened with
even less effort because it was properly
cleaned soon after shooting. Solvents are
acceptable and a shooter need not abandon a
favorite cleaning method with Triple Seven.
Water alone works, but I do recommend the
application of a good preservative as a final
touch before closeting guns.

The Bottom Line
As this is written, Triple Seven in either

FFg or FFFg granulations lightens the
wallet by $23 a pound. But each pound
gives 25 percent more shots than black
powder since Triple Seven is about 25 per-
cent less dense. Pelletizing Triple Seven
will make it even more appealing, because
the Pyrodex Pellet already has a strong fol-
lowing among hunters. When hunting in
lodges I make informal surveys of
sportsmen to see what rifles, bullets and
powders are most popular. The last time I
checked, Pyrodex Pellets won the day.
Triple Seven pellets may be the ultimate
propellant for modern muzzle loading
hunters, offering a bit higher velocities
while demanding nothing more than a few
moments of after-shooting attention to
return the firearm to super clean — not
only the bore, but locks and actions as well.

There’s no way this new propellant can
fail in the marketplace. It will not replace
Pyrodex or black powder for everyday
shooting due to cost, but it will find its way
into hunting camps everywhere front
stuffers are carried in the hunting field. 

$
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At a moment like this, 
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• Lightning fast

• Pinpoint accuracy

• Enhanced vision

• Powerful deterrent 
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800-442-2406 
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He was a gangling teenage boy with a burning desire
for a big game rifle of his own. The ad read “7mm
Remington Rolling Blocks — Only $9.95.” Into an

envelope addressed to Winfield Arms went a $10 bill, along
with a note requesting they send a “good one.”

Three very long weeks rolled by and then it arrived,
packed in a long brown carton, delivered to the front door
by the postman.

After unpacking the carton with a degree of haste and
trepidation, out slid a mint condition 1902 Remington
Rolling Block. Cocking the hammer and thumbing the
block back and forth, the boy threw the 7mm to his
shoulder, sighted down the long barrel, and realized he was
the owner of an honest-to-goodness big game rifle.

A quick bike trip over to Rorer’s hardware store pro-
cured a single green box of 7mm Remington/UMC car-
tridges that were sitting on a shelf behind the main counter.
After asking to see them, the boy opened the dusty box and
for the first time in his life held a 7x57 cartridge loaded
with a long, impressive 175 grain round-nose soft point.

The boy took the cartridges home. And that boy was I.
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The open action shows the rugged simplicity that made
this design a favorite on the frontier.

Two New 
Single-Shots

Noteworthy Single-Shots of the 21st Century

By Holt Bodinson
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Sometimes You Can Go Home Again
So when Dave Higginbotham, proprietor of Lone Star

Rifle Co., hinted I might enjoy shooting one of his newly
manufactured rolling block rifles, there wasn’t a moment’s
hesitation on this old boy’s part.

A day or two after my conversation with Higginbotham,
I heard from Steve Garbe, owner of the Ballard Rifle Co.,
who just happened to have available one of his new
Winchester High Walls designed as a ’30s or ’40s varmint
rifle chambered in .225 Win. and topped with a classic
Lyman 15x Super Targetspot scope.

What could I say?
So now here we are, in the 21st century. And two gifted

gunmakers and national match class competitors are
crafting 19th century single-shot models that rival in
quality, fit, finish and accuracy any American single-shot
rifle ever produced.

Lone Star’s Rolling Blocks
Dave Higginbotham’s career of building what have to be

considered the finest rolling blocks ever made began in
1968 with the purchase of a Model 1871 Remington rolling
block in .50-70. It was a parts gun he painstakingly rebuilt,
and took deer hunting. 

Today, his Lone Star Rifle Company offers rolling blocks
designed as sporting, target, silhouette, cowboy and buffalo
rifles, as well as even more unique models such as a “Custer”
replica and a Gove underlever variation. Higginbotham also
repairs, restores, and rebarrels original Remington rolling
blocks and modern reproductions. His extensive catalog and
web page are replete with parts, actions, triggers, sights and
other accouterments for rolling blocks. Want a .50-90 or a
.44-77? He can chamber for them as well as for smokeless
cartridges such as the .30-30 or .30-40.

Designed around the time of the American Civil War, the
Remington rolling block was kept in production for almost
70 years with more than one million rifles, pistols and shot-
guns built on this basic bread-and-butter action by
Remington and foreign licensees.

Winchester’s .225 cartridge is ide-
ally mated to a fine, strong single-
shot like Ballard’s High Wall.

Winchester’s .225 cartridge is ide-
ally mated to a fine, strong single-
shot like Ballard’s High Wall.



Secret Of Its Success
The rolling block is a deceptively simple action with few

moving parts and an operation that is almost self-evident.
One merely cocks the hammer, rolls back the breechblock,
inserts a cartridge in the chamber, closes the breechblock,
and pulls the trigger. In function, the hammer not only
strikes the firing pin but cams under the breechblock,
locking it firmly into place. The relationship of the rotating
breech block and the rotating, locking hammer is precise
and calls for close dimensional machine tool work and
quality steels.

Higginbotham offered two rolling blocks for perusal —
a standard “Cowboy” gun in .45-70 to shoot, and a deluxe
sporting rifle in .30-40 Krag to examine and ogle.

I’ve owned four original military and sporting rolling
blocks. None was as silky smooth in operation as
Higginbotham’s, and none had a trigger as light and crisp as
the Lone Star’s. Both models sported beautifully color case-
hardened receivers and butt plates, and handsome side-
panels in the stocks both fore-and-aft of the receiver, just
like the original commercial models. One of those custom
touches which often goes unnoticed is that all the screws in
both guns lined up precisely.

The “Cowboy” rolling block lives up to its name. It is a
plain, straightforward working gun with a 28 inch tapered,
round barrel, bead front sight, leaf rear sight, and, addition-
ally, was fitted with a Marbles tang sight, adjustable for ele-
vation and windage. Weighing 8.5 pounds, the “Cowboy”
felt good in the hands and balanced nicely offhand. The
trigger was a joy with a crisp, light pull set at 2 pounds. It’s
a very popular model available in .38-55, .45-70, .40-65,
.32-40 and .45 Colt.

Boy, Can It Shoot!
While this model is designed for the needs of the

cowboy action matches and would probably be shot with
black powder loads, I tested it with factory smokeless
ammunition. Both Remington’s 405 grain soft point and

34 GUNS MAGAZINEJULY 2002

Varminting with a classi-
cally styled single-shot
makes a day in the field
even more enjoyable.

The well supported breech block of the
High Wall makes it extremely strong
and suitable for use with modern high
pressure cartridges like the .225. 
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pressure cartridges like the .225. 
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makes a day in the field
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and suitable for use with modern high
pressure cartridges like the .225. 
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Winchester’s 300 grain hollow point loadings averaged 1.25
to 1.5 inches for three shot groups at 100 yards.

The surprise came when I began getting groups under an
inch with Federal’s “Classic” .45-70 load featuring Sierra’s
300 grain Pro-Hunter hollow point. In fact, the smallest
group I shot measured 3/8 inch and was witnessed by Roy
Marcot, author of the official history of the Remington
Arms Co. and a recognized authority and collector of orig-
inal Remington rolling blocks.

The .30-40 Krag deluxe custom rifle was spectacular,
featuring 100 percent figured walnut stocks with check-
ered pistol grip and forearm; a color case-hardened
forearm tip and shotgun butt plate; a 26 inch octagon
barrel tapering from 11⁄8 inch to 1 inch; a Beech combina-
tion front sight and both buckhorn and tang rear sights.
The overall package was simply a beautiful example of
uncompromising custom gunsmithing, and an immediate
family heirloom.

Lone Star’s standard Cowboy Number 5 Sporting and
Silhouette rifles start at $1,495 while their custom rifles
begin at $1,995. If you’re in a hurry, they always have a
standard rifle or two for immediate sale. 

Ballard’s Winchester High Wall
When Steve Garbe acquired residual rights to the

Ballard patent, his Ballard Rifle actually reestablished the
19th century company. Today, located in Cody, Wyo., the
Ballard Rifle Co. makes a complete line of original
sporting and target model Ballards and Winchester High
Walls as well as offering original dimensioned parts,
actions, triggers, and rebuilding and restoration services for
these classic single-shot arms. 

In terms of the variety of Ballard and High Wall
models available coupled with the competitive and gun-
making experience of people in the company such as
Garbe and Ron Long, this house is the mother lode of
American single-shot rifle making. Check their Website
for a list of completed High Wall and Ballard rifles 

continued on page72

A new Marble’s tang sight
and Beach combination front
brought out the rifle’s superb
accuracy potential.

The 128-year-old .45-70 is the
most popular chambering for
these nostalgic single-shots.
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Author Fortier respects a good Kalashnikov rifle, and the man
behind its design. We learn a little about both in this report.

STORY BY DAVID M. FORTIER        PHOTOS BY EMILY K. FORTIER

Author Fortier respects a good Kalashnikov rifle, and the man
behind its design. We learn a little about both in this report.

Made In America
Arsenal Inc.’s SA M-7

Made In America
Arsenal Inc.’s SA M-7



s the van pounded down the bumpy road, Vladimir
and I argued back and forth. My friend Mark was
caught in the middle as he translated for us from
Russian to English and back again. It was

almost comical. Eight of us were packed into a small 4x4 van
bumping along in Izhevsk, Russia and we were arguing
about M-1 Garands and the SKS. Shooting enthusiasts are
the same no matter where you go! Our Russian friend
Vladimir seemed to have a very poor opinion of the M-1
Garand. Listening to him for a bit I found out that it’s true —
you’re never more patriotic than when you’re abroad.

I started to educate this former MVD sniper on what a
“real man’s” rifle was. He took it right in stride. Soon we
were bantering back and forth in a lively and heated,
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although good natured, exchange. Then in the midst of
making a point the van bounced to a stop and the door
opened. Suddenly reality set in. We were there.

Stepping out of the van Mark Vorobiev, Marc Krebs, and
I kinda’ looked at each other. Vladimir smiled, and then he
and the rest of our group headed up the walk towards the
dacha, or summer home, of Mikhail Kalashnikov. We had
arrived and were now about to meet the grand ol’ man him-
self — Mikhail Kalashnikov, Russian weapons designer and
father to the AK-47 assault rifle. In Russia he is a legend, a
hero of the people known to every school child. A man who
devoted his entire life to his country.

Meeting A Legend
The door opened and he met us on his porch. Dressed in

reed-pattern camouflage pants and a light shirt, the Hero of
the Soviet Union Mikhail Kalashnikov warmly welcomed
us into his home.

Our hosts introduced us and we followed him inside. His
summer home sits in the midst of well kept flowers, bushes
and plants. The rustic cottage, constructed with pine slats,
was the home of a man who loved the outdoors.

We removed our shoes and Kalashnikov invited us into
his living room. We settled around him and presented gifts.
Kalashnikov is a serious knife collector, so we felt presen-
tation-grade Ka-Bars would be appropriate.

In Russian tradition, Kalashnikov reached into his pocket
and removed a coin, which he gave to Mark Vorobiev. Along
with the knives, we gave Kalashnikov letters from American
firearms enthusiasts. As a lifetime member of the National
Rifle Association, this enthused Kalashnikov. He exhorted us
to keep the anti-gunners at bay.

Vorobiev emotionally thanked him for designing the
rifle that saved his life in Afghanistan, which greatly moved
the old man.

“My intentions were to build a rifle to protect and
defend my motherland,” Kalashnikov said. “A simple
and utterly reliable rifle that our young soldiers could
trust and depend on.”

Arsenal Inc.’s U.S.
manufactured SA -
M7 is a true mil-
spec Kalashinkov in
semiauto. Right: The
Grand Ol’ AK Man
himself, Mikhail
Kalashnikov. He’s
seen holding one of
his rifles at his
summer home
during a meeting
with the author.

Arsenal Inc.’s U.S.
manufactured SA -
M7 is a true mil-
spec Kalashinkov in
semiauto. Right: The
Grand Ol’ AK Man
himself, Mikhail
Kalashnikov. He’s
seen holding one of
his rifles at his
summer home
during a meeting
with the author.



“Today some people accuse me of making a weapon
of war,” he added. “A weapon used by terrorists. That
was never my intention. I designed my rifle only to
defend my country.”

Over the next few hours we had a chance to get to know
and dine with the man behind the legend.

A gifted story teller, he made us feel right at home with
colorful tales from his past. As we sat talking, I was
impressed by his down to earth manner. Originally I’d been
unsure of what to expect, but in the end my expectations
didn’t matter. He far exceeded them with his friendly, open
attitude and fatherly demeanor. While our time together was
over too soon, I came away with the impression that he is one

of the few legends who actually lives up to his reputation.
Most who knew Kalashnikov as a young man thought

he’d become famous for his writing. However, the German
invasion and the Great Patriotic War soon changed all that.
A tank commander, he was severely wounded when his
vehicle was put out of action during fierce fighting early in
the war. As he lay in the hospital he began designing a sub-
machinegun. While this first project of his was never
adopted, he continued on and in 1946 submitted the proto-
type of what would become the best known assault rifle of
all time, the AK-47. 
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The weapon strips
easily in seconds for
routine maintenance.

continued on page 65



Left side view of the SA M-7’s
action with a Bulgarian
polymer 30 round magazine
from K-VAR.
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The SA M-7 in full recoil. Short, well balanced, with light
recoil, this rifle excelled in CQB drills. Camouflage is
Russian Reed pattern from Advanced Armament System.

Machining these SA M-7 fire control components from heavy steel forgings
is an expensive and time-consuming process that results in the best, most
durable product possible. 

The SA M-7’s muzzlebrake (right) is as effective as the Russian AK-103
brake (left), yet produces less flash.

LOAD VELOCITY 100 YARD GROUP

WOLF 154 GR. SP 2,022 fps 3.0"

WOLF 122 GR. FMJBT 2,249 fps 33⁄8"

NORMA 125 GR.SP 2,287 fps 33⁄8"

PMC 123 GR. SP 2,119 fps 4.0"

BARNAUL 122 GR. SP 2,374 fps 33⁄4"

Groups are an average of four 5 shot groups fired off 
sandbags at 100 yards. Velocity readings recorded 10 feet 

from the muzzle at 50 degrees F with an Oehler 35P.

OPERATION Self loading via long stroke gas with rotating bolt

CALIBER 7.62x39 M43

LENGTH 351⁄2"

BARREL 163⁄8", 1:9.4 Twist rate

WEIGHT 81⁄2 lbs

FEED 5, 10, 20, 30 ,40 round box; 75 round drum

FRONT Protected Post
REAR Tangent adjustable from 100-800m

FINISH Matte black powder coat

Accuracy And 

Velocity Chart

SA M-7 Specifictions

Sights
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Left side view of the SA M-7’s
action with a Bulgarian
polymer 30 round magazine
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By: Case Color 
aka Jim Gardner

This fast firing 
repeater speaks 
with an Italian 
accent,and is 
mighty popular 
with the 
cowboy crowd.
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he door creaked as I pulled it open.
My boot heels thudding on the dusty

floor alerted ol’ Sam dozing behind the
counter to my presence. His grin told me

without a word that yes, it had finally
arrived. It had taken a long spell of careful

saving on my part before I could place the
order. Now the eternal wait for the long heavy

package to arrive from back East was over 
Opening the box, I lifted out the new Winchester.

Behind the counter, I could see that ol’ Sam was just as
enthralled as I was by the gleaming blued steel and pol-
ished walnut. I knew that he had been a sheriff’s deputy
in Texas, and I wondered if the sight of the new
Winchester sparked any old memories. 

Yessir, a Winchester Model of 1873. It was a special
ordered “short rifle,” and wore a 20 inch octagonal
barrel in place of the normal 24 inches. It used the .44-
40 central-fire metallic cartridge, and would carry 11 of
’em in that 20 inch length. 

“You need any ca’tridges” Sam asked, knowing full
well that I did as he laid two boxes on the counter.
Clever merchant that he was, Sam knew that the rifle

“Without being unkind to either the
Henry or the Spencer, do you suppose we

can agree that this is the finest gun in
the world?”

— Will Geer as Wyatt Earp 
in “Winchester ’73”.

and cartridges had cleaned me out, so he didn’t bother to
ask what else I might need. After a little careful
ciphering on a scrap of paper, Sam put down his pencil
before asking: “Cash or credit card?” 

Incredibly, 129 years after the introduction of the
classic Winchester ’73, and fully 79 years after
Winchester discontinued the model, you can buy a brand
new 1873 Winchester rifle. They no longer come from
New Haven, Conn., but rather from Gardone, Italy and
the factory of Aldo Uberti and Co. They are available in
a stunning variety of calibers, finishes and configura-
tions, harkening back to the special order guns that
Winchester once supplied. And they are selling like hot
cakes, er... biscotti.

A Little History 
The ’73 was the third evolution of Oliver

Winchester’s world changing repeating rifle. The first of
this series was not called a Winchester at all. The Henry
took its name from B. Tyler Henry, the capable genius
retained by shirt maker Winchester to run his new arms
venture. The Henry was an outgrowth of the earlier (and
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completely unsuccessful) Jennings, Hunt and Volcanic
repeating firearms. The repeating design had merit. What
it lacked was a usable cartridge. Henry provided that by
developing the copper cased, rimfire, .44 Henry Flat. 

The Henry cartridge carried a 200 grain bullet pro-
pelled by a mere 26 grains of black powder. The Henry
was no powerhouse, but it made up for that with its
capacity to carry 16 rounds and to fire those rounds as
fast as the lever could be worked. The advertising hyper-
bole of the day proclaimed that the Henry fired “Sixty
shots per minute,” and further that “A resolute man,
armed with one of these rifles, particularly if on horse-
back, cannot be captured!” This was heady stuff indeed
in a day when the average rifle could fire perhaps three
shots a minute.

The Henry was extremely successful, and would have
been so even if the events of the 1860s had not swelled pro-
duction figures to nearly 14,000. But the Henry was not
without flaws. Its open magazine tube permitted the accu-
mulation of dirt and debris. The exposed magazine follower
could be interfered with by the support hand, causing mal-
functions. And with no forend, that barrel was too hot to
hold after prolonged fast firing.

The Winchester Model of 1866 — sometimes called the
improved Henry — rectified these objections. This was the
first Winchester to incorporate the “King’s Patent” loading
gate. This made it possible to simplify the construction of the
barrel, to use a sealed magazine tube, to add a wood forend,
and to greatly lessen the weight of the rifle. The new model
was an instant success, but it did retain one weakness from
the earlier rifle — the impotent .44 Henry Flat cartridge.

Enter “The Gun That Won The West” 
The 1873 was designed to answer this shortcoming. A

new iron frame, in contrast to the bronze frames of the ’66
and most Henrys, made the rifle seem stronger. In actuality,
there may have been little difference, as the ’73 used the
same somewhat weak toggle link action of the earlier rifles.
Lengthening the elevator accommodated a longer cartridge,
and a sliding dust cover sealed the top of the action.
Cycling the lever automatically opened this cover. The
firing pin was changed to strike a centrally located primer.
However the biggest change was the new cartridge. 

The .44 Winchester Central Fire, or .44-40, was a signif-
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icant leap in performance over the .44 Henry round. A loaded
.44 WCF measured about two tenths of an inch longer than
the Henry cartridge, but the cartridge case itself was more
than four tenths longer. Combined with a slightly larger
diameter bottle-necked case, the powder charge of the .44
WCF was increased to a full 40 grains, while retaining the
200 grain bullet. Increased power was not the only benefit of
the new cartridge. The bullet of the Henry cartridge carried
an exposed lube groove and thus was subject to accumulating
dirt and dust. The lube grooves of the .44 WCF bullet were
sealed within the protection of the brass case. 

The new cartridge boasted another benefit. Being center
fire, a fellow could punch out and replace the spent cap,
recharge the case with powder, and seat a new bullet. The
ability to reload ammunition with simple hand tools —
especially in areas where it might be difficult to obtain fac-
tory cartridges — was perceived as a genuine improvement. 

The Winchester ’73 and the new .44 WCF were an
instant success. Though still not as potent as the heavy cal-
iber single shots of the day, in the experience of most, the
rapidity of fire more than made up for this fault. And the
.44-40 cartridge was no slouch. It proved more than ade-
quate for most hunting needs and was an effective self
defense round. As one pundit said: “The .44-40 has killed
more game, large and small, and more men, good and bad,
than any other cartridge in history.” Despite the introduc-
tion of more powerful Winchester lever-actions and sleeker,
stronger rifles chambered for the same cartridges, the 1873
remained in production until 1923.

The ’73 Rides Again
I do not know who first made the replica 1873

available to the American market, but I would put my
money on Navy Arms. The most significant fact to
understand though is that the importation of replica
leverguns commenced long before the current Cowboy
Action Shooting phenomenon. The dusty cover of my
1975 Guns and Ammo Annual features an Uberti ’73
carbine, and a Navy Arms ’66 carbine is reviewed in
the pages of my 1969 Gun Digest. Certainly though, it
is the CAS craze that has motivated the various
importers to offer the marvelous variety of chamber-
ings and configurations that are available in 1873
Winchester reproductions today. Let’s take a look at
what is available from the main importers...

Cimarron
This Fredricksburg, Texas, based firm offers the

widest variety of replica ’73s. Available are “long range
rifles,” with 30 inch barrels and either plain or pistol-grip
stocks; 24 inch barreled rifles, again either standard or
“deluxe” with checkered pistol-grip and forend; the 20
inch octagonal barreled “short rifle”; and the carbine
which features a 19 inch round barrel, saddle ring and
flatter, carbine-type butt plate. 

Not enough variety? Okay, now choose from .45
Colt; .44-40; .44 Special; .38-40; .357 Mag.; or .32-20.

Cap'n Spike's Uberti ’73
hammers a steel bad guy
down range.

"Life's too short to shoot
an ugly gun," says D.D.
Ledu. "And the ’73 just
plain looks cool!"
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Some of these calibers are available only in specific
models, or as a special order only. Think you are
through? Oh no, you still need to pick out a finish. Most
of the Cimarron ’73s are delivered with a beautiful color
case-hardened receiver, but the remaining metal finish
can be conventional blue, “charcoal blue” (a fragile but
shockingly beautiful pale blue), or Cimarron’s “original
finish.” This latter is an antiqued finish that looks for all
the world like a well used 19th century original with
tales to tell. 

EMF
Early and Modern Firearms’ catalog shows ’73s in

the following configurations: rifles and short rifles in .45
Colt, .357 Mag. and .32-20. Also 19 inch barreled car-
bines with either blue or color case-hardened receivers.
EMF has been a loyal and long-time supporter of CAS
— good folks to support. 

Navy Arms
It is thanks to Val Forgett and his Navy Arms Co.

that you and I have replica arms to enjoy. Forgett

imported the very first replica revolvers in the late ’50s
and hasn’t stopped yet. Even though all of the replica ’73s
are produced by Uberti, I've met a number of people who
feel that the Navy Arms offerings are either a higher
quality product or more carefully inspected. I can’t vouch
for the truth of this, but it is a sentiment I’ve heard
repeated more than once. 

Navy offers a wide variety of 1873s, including: a 24
inch barreled rifle with straight stock; a “sporting rifle”
with same barrel length but featuring a checkered pistol-
grip and forend; the “border rifle,” a 20 inch short rifle;
the very popular “deluxe border rifle,” same as above
but with pistol-grip; and an all-blued carbine version.
All of the rifles come with a gorgeous case-colored
receiver, and all models are available in .357 Mag., .44-
40 or .45 Colt. 

Taylor’s & Company, Inc.
Taylor’s offers ’73 replicas in the form of 24 inch bar-

reled rifles, calibers .45 Colt; .44-40 and .357 Mag. A
sporting rifle carrying a 30 inch barrel and a checkered
pistol-grip and forend is available in .45 Colt only. A .45
Colt carbine model is also listed.

Uberti U.S.A.
Ordering your new ’73 from Uberti U.S.A. is essentially

getting it straight from the manufacturer. The current Uberti
catalog also shows some interesting variations I’ve not
spotted from other importers.

The first of these is a 16.5 inch barreled carbine, as close
as we can have to the rare 1873 “trapper” or baby carbine
model which offered barrels as short as 12 to 14 inches. The
next is the 1873 musket. Winchester courted military sales

Lengthening the elevator of the
1873 made it feasible to use the
longer .44 WCF. A self opening
dust-cover over the ejection port
boosted reliability.
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Lengthening the elevator of the
1873 made it feasible to use the
longer .44 WCF. A self opening
dust-cover over the ejection port
boosted reliability.
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by offering his repeater in a full stocked version featuring a
30 inch barrel and bayonet mount. This one would draw
some interest at your next CAS match! Also offered is the
special sporting rifle, wearing a 30 inch tube with check-
ered pistol-grip and forearm. Add to these the usual carbine,
rifle and short rifle versions; calibers including .32-20, .357
Mag., .38-40, .44-40 and .45 Colt; and finish options that
include a brilliantly polished-in-the-white finish that looks
for all the world like a rare original full nickel plate ’73.  

Stepping Back
The price of these replicas varies by configuration,

but a good average is $750 to $950. This is an inter-
esting situation, as for the same pile of greenbacks you
could choose to purchase an original Winchester 1873.
The original will probably have a pitted, shot-out bore,
buggered screws, and other unknown problems.
Shooting original arms is great fun, but a crisp new
Uberti ’73 will let you feel what it was like to walk into
that hardware store in the late 1870s, slap your double-
eagles on the counter, and say, “I’ll take that
Winchester.” I understand that the science-fiction crowd
likes to speculate about the feasibility of time travel.
Carry one of these replica Winchesters into the woods or
to a good CAS match, and you’ll feel as if you’ve
stepped back 100 years.

Testimonials 
Cowboy shooters may not be responsible for the first

importation of replica ’73s, but they certainly account for the
majority of those imported today. I know why I like the
Uberti Winchesters, but I asked a couple of the hombres at a
local cowboy match why they preferred them. 

“It goes with the period I’m interested in,” said Cap'n
Spike, a retired Naval aviator and all-around good guy.
“The ’73 is fine looking and functions flawlessly.”
Spike’s 1873 is a 24 inch barreled version, and he is a
fine and fast rifle shot. 

D.D. LeDu is a fierce competitor and keeps a matching
pair of Navy Arms 1873 short rifles in constant use. 

“I like the action.” LeDu said. “I like the way the gun
feels — it’s a little heavier gun, but once it’s on target it
tends to stay there better.” 

Some have commented that the longer action of the
’73 should be slower than that of the later Model 1892,
but in D.D.’s hands, slow is not a word you would use to
describe the 1873.

Slicking Your ’73
Most of the Uberti 1873s are just dandy as they come

out of the box. However with a slight amount of work
they can be improved significantly. 

Many people pay to have their local ’smith smooth up
the action. Yes, this is a worthwhile modification, but
you may find that simply shooting a few hundred rounds 

continued on page  74
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P ure and simple, Samuel Colt was a firearms genius. From the late 1830s
to the early 1860s, the finest sixguns of the period bore the name Colt.
And Ol’ Sam carried the percussion revolver to its highest evolution. 

However, Sam Colt’s first excursion into firearms manufacturing with the
1836 Patterson resulted in bankruptcy, and 10 years later, when he resumed
production of sixguns with the magnificent Walker, he had to hire Eli Whitney
to actually make the big .44s. The Walker set Colt on the right path, and by the
time of his death in 1862, he saw his finest creation, the 1860 Army Colt,
selling by the thousands to equip the troops of the North during the War
Between the States.

By SIXGUNNER AKA John Taffin

The past comes alive again 
with these replicas of long 

forgotten Colt revolvers.

CIMARRON'S
Richards-Mason

Cartridge Conversions

Photos top to bottom: 1)These Richards-Mason conversions are not only his-
torically interesting, they are fine shootin’ sixguns. 2) Cimarron’s Richards-
Mason cartridge conversions — Model 1851 .38 and Model 1860 .44 Colt —
both fitted with ivory micarta grips by Dustin Linebaugh. 3) These three classic
sixguns all share the same size grip frame: 1851 Navy .36, Model 1851
Richards-Mason cartridge conversion, and Colt SAA. 4) Notice the difference in
the ejector rod assemblies and rear sight location on the  Richards conversion
(top), and Richards-Mason conversion (bottom)

1

2

4

3

2
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CFA  .38 
MODEL 1851 71⁄2"

RICHARDS-MASON CARTRIDGE CONVERSION
LOAD/.38 LONG COLT MV GROUP*

Black Hills 158 663 11⁄2"

Hornady 148 HBWC/3.2 gr. N-100 693 13⁄4"

Hornady 148 HBWC/3.0 gr. Unique 672 13⁄4"

Lyman #358311/3.2 gr. N-100 711 13⁄4"

Lyman #358311/3.3 gr. TiteGroup 748 21⁄4"

Lyman #358311/3.2 gr. Red Dot 733 13⁄8"

Oregon Trail 140 FP/3.2 gr. Red Dot 787 15⁄8"

Oregon Trail 140 FP/3.3 gr. TiteGroup 786 11⁄2"

Oregon Trail 140 FP/3.2 gr. N-100 745 13⁄4"

Oregon Trail 158 RNFP/3.2 gr. Red Dot 803 2"

Oregon Trail 158 RNFP/3.3 gr. TiteGroup 770 21⁄2"

LOAD/.38 SPECIAL MV GROUP* 

Black Hills 158  Cowboy 712 11⁄4"

UltraMax 125 Cowboy 715 21⁄4"

UltraMax 158 Cowboy 724 21⁄4"

Winchester 158 Cowboy 757 11⁄8"

CFA .44 
COLT MODEL 1860 8"

RICHARDS-MASON CARTRIDGE CONVERSION
LOAD MV GROUP*

Black Hills 200 Cowboy 652 7/8"

Black Hills 230 Cowboy 617 13⁄8"

Ten-X 200 BPC 651 13⁄8"

Ten-X 4-in-1 BPC 702 23⁄4"

Ten-X 200 Cowboy 644 2"

Oregon Trail 225/5.0 gr. N-100 708 21⁄4"

Oregon Trail 225/5.2 gr. N100 689 13⁄8"

Oregon Trail 225/4.1 gr. TiteGroup 675 13⁄8"

Oregon Trail 225/5.3 gr. WW231 676 13⁄8"

Oreon Trail 225/4.3 gr. Red Dot 713 11⁄4"

Oregon Trail 200/5.0 gr. N-100 699 2"

Oregon Trail 200/21.5 gr. ClearShot FFFg 678 11⁄2"

Oregon Trail 180/21.5 gr. ClearShot FFFg 658 1"

RCBS 200 Cowboy/25.0 gr. Goex CTG 715 21⁄4"

CFA .44 
COLT 1860 8"

RICHARDS CONVERSION 
LOAD MV GROUP*

Black Hills .44 Colt 230 689 21⁄4"

Black Hills .44 Colt 200 700 11⁄2"

Black Hills .44 Russian 210 717 11⁄8"

RCBS #44-200/25.0 gr. Goex FFg 770 11⁄4"

RCBS #44-200/25.0 gr. Goex FFFg 846 23⁄4"

RCBS #44-200/25.0 gr. Goex CTRG 719 31⁄4"

RCBS #44-200/25.0 gr. Pyrodex P 873 31⁄2"

RCBS #44-200/25.0 gr. Pyrodex SLCT 839 17⁄8" 

*Five Shots at 50 feet. All black powder or 
black powder substitute loads are by 

volume not by weight.

Left (top): Some of the excellent powders for
reloading the .44 Colt include WW 231, AA
N100, Red Dot, and TiteGroup. (middle):
Natural evolution from 1860 to 1873: 1860
Army (Eagle UltraIvory grips); Richards-Mason
cartridge conversion (grips by Dustin
Linebaugh); and Colt SAA. (bottom):
Cimarron’s cartridge conversions carry easily in
Kirkpatrick Leather’s double Prospector rig.
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An Error In Judgement
Genius though he was, Sam Colt made

some grave errors of judgment. He did not
believe sixguns that fired fixed ammunition
would ever replace cap and ball revolvers.
When Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson
brought forth their Model No. 1 .22, the first
successful cartridge firing revolver, they
could only do so by using the Rollin White
patent that Colt had turned down. 

Sam Colt simply saw no future in pro-
ducing sixguns that fired fixed ammunition,
and his influence lived on long after his
death. Smith & Wesson one-upped Colt in
1869 by creating the first successful big bore
sixgun that fired fixed ammunition — the
Model No. 3 S&W .44 American. But when
the United States Government ordered 1,000
Smith & Wesson’s, you can bet Colt finally
started paying attention.

But Colt had a problem. The Rollin
White patent, the very patent that Colt had
turned down, was now controlled by Smith
and Wesson, and it would not expire for a
few years. Until that time passed, Colt could
not produce sixguns with bored-through
cylinders for use with fixed ammunition.

Colt Catches Up
To circumvent this restriction, Colt

developed the Thuer Conversion, which
allowed the cylinder of a converted 1860
Army to be loaded from the front with a
tapered cartridge. This conversion did not
last very long, although some sources say as
many as 5,000 were made. Either way, it was
soon replaced by a better solution — the
Richards conversion. 

Charles Richards, an assistant factory
superintendent at Colt, was awarded three
major patents for breech loading firearms,
including the Richards conversion in 1871.
Existing cap and ball cylinders were cut off
at the back to allow the installation of a con-

version ring that would accept cartridges.
Richards’ description of his design stated: 

“My invention relates to that kind of
revolver which has a chambered breech or
cylinder. It has for its object to provide a
compact and cheap form of this kind of arm,
which shall be fitted for the convenient use
of a flanged metallic cartridge, and it is par-
ticularly useful as furnishing a means of con-
verting revolvers constructed and intended
for loose ammunition into one adapted for
that kind of metallic cartridges which are
loaded into the chambers from the rear.”

To complete the conversion, Richards
removed the rammer for seating round balls
over the powder charge and replaced it with
an ejector rod and housing on the right side
for removing spent cartridges. A loading
gate at the rear of the cylinder swung open
for loading and unloading. Many shooters
returned their 1860 Army Models to the fac-
tory to be converted, and others were pro-
duced as new sixguns at the factory. Among
the various conversions, First Model
Richards conversions can be recognized by
the rear sight on the conversion ring and an
ejector rod housing that stops about 1 inch in
front of the face of the cylinder.

The Richards-Mason Conversion
William Mason built on Richards’ conver-

sion system with a number of subtle improve-
ments. Mason was superintendent of the
armory at Colt from the mid 1860s. He would
be responsible for the improvements on the
Richards Conversion, the 1871-72 Open-Top,
and of course the Colt Single Action Army.

At the time the Richards-Mason cover-
sion was placed into production, much of the
old stock of percussion parts had been
exhausted. New barrels were produced with
a provision for a longer ejector rod housing.
They are easily distinguished from the
Richards conversions by the web shape
under the barrel, as it is boxier with a com-

pletely different profile. For more in depth
information about Colt and Remington con-
versions, I highly recommend A Study of
Colt Conversions by R. Bruce McDowell,
Krause Publications, 1997. It is an invaluable
resource for anyone interested in old Colts.

Small Sight And Tired Eyes
One drawback to the later Richards-

Mason conversion compared to the First
Model Richards is the placement of the rear
sight. Unlike the Richards’ rear sight mounted
on the conversion ring, Mason used the
simple hammer notch rear sight of the earlier
percussion pistols. When Mason redesigned
the Richards-Mason conversion to become
the 1871-72 Open-Top, he placed the rear
sight upon the barrel. When the U.S. Army
nudged him into coming up with something
better after the Army trials of 1872, the result
was the Colt Single Action with a Remington-
style top strap and the hog-wallow rear sight
incapable of being knocked out of alignment.

Sixgun history would not be complete
without the cartridge conversions, as they are
the bridge from Colt’s percussion revolvers to
the Colt Single Action Army — the legendary
Peacemaker. For decades western movies fea-
tured heroes and villains armed with Colt
SAAs, regardless of the time period in which
the film was set. Once in a great while, a
Smith & Wesson or Remington would show
up, but these instances were very rare. Now
we regularly see cartridge conversions in
recently made movies such as “Crossfire
Trail” or “Last Stand at Saber River” as
movie makers strive for more authenticity.

Original cartridge conversions were real
workin’ sixguns, and those remaining from
the 1860s and 1870s show evidence of being
well used. Those who spent hard earned dol-
lars to convert their cap and ball sixguns did
not suddenly discard them when the Colt
SAA arrived. Today we live in a throw away
society in which money has very little value.

Both Black Hills and Ten-X offer factory
loaded .44 Colt ammunition for the
Richards-Mason conversion.

Both Black Hills and Ten-X offer factory
loaded .44 Colt ammunition for the
Richards-Mason conversion.



Does A Full
Shot Pattern
Matter? 
Champion shotgunners know
that full patterns are a must
shot after shot. That’s why
they fight barrel fouling
with a premium cleaner
made just for them. Use it
and start getting top 
performance out of your
shotgun again.

• Removes plastic wad 
fouling from barrels and
choke tubes

• Removes lead shot 
fouling

• Removes carbon and 
powder build-up

• Reduces recoil
• Safe, quick & easy

100% Money-Back Guarantee
We guarantee our products will out-perform the competition, if

not satisfied, you will receive a full refund of the purchase price.

www.shooters-choice.com

15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway
Middlefield, OH  44062  USA
Phone: 440-834-8888  Fax: 440-834-3388

It was quite different 140 years ago. Dollars
did not come easily and firearms had to last.
The conversions performed on cap and ball
revolvers gave the owners of these sixguns a
great return for the money invested.

Cartridge Conversions Today
Cimarron’s Colt cartridge conversions

are not only being used by movie makers,
they are also very popular with Cowboy
Action Shooters, especially with those
having a late 1860’s persona. However, even
if one doesn’t take part in this grand sport,
the cartridge conversions are sixguns that
can deliver a lot of pure sixgunnin’ pleasure. 

Most of us will never have the opportu-
nity to fire an original Thuer, Richards or
Richards-Mason Conversion. Today, thanks
to Cimarron Firearms, we can shoot two out
of three in brand new sixguns. And as they
say, “two outta’ three ain’t bad.”

Editor’s note: Those good folks at
Cimarron aren’t satisfied with “two outta’
three.” They are working on a Thuer con-
version for the true historical sixgun affi-
cianado, and they expect these to be
available in 12 months or so.

Two years ago, I picked up Richards con-
versions in both .38 Special/.38 Long Colt
and .44 Colt as offered by Cimarron. The
Richards-Mason conversion is now available.
The .38s come on the Model 1851 platform
with the standard grip frame, while the .44s
sit on the larger 1860 platform with the longer
1860 grip frame. Original cartridge conver-
sions were for black powder only, but unlike
the originals, these Cimarron cartridge con-
versions work fine with both black powder or
black powder equivalent smokeless loads.

Semi-Historic Cartridges
In order to give us a replica Colt cartridge

conversion that could be shot and enjoyed, it
was necessary to modernize the ammunition.
The original Colt fired a .451-inch or .375-
inch round ball, depending upon which
sixgun was used: the 1860 Army .44 or 1851
Navy .36. Original conversions were cham-
bered for rounds that used a heel type bullet,
a bullet with a base smaller in diameter than
the rest of the bullet. This resulted in bullets
with the same diameter as the outside of the
cartridge case, much like today’s .22 rimfire
rounds. These original conversion cartridges
were the .44 Colt and .38 Long Colt.

Modern ammunition uses bullets of uni-
form diameter smaller than the outside diam-
eter of the brass case itself. The new
Cimarron cartridge conversions simplify
things for us, with some help from Starline
brass and Black Hills Ammunition. The  new
1851 Navy cartridge conversions fire stan-
dard .38 Special loads, or the shorter .38 Long
Colt loads, both available from Black Hills.

The current version of the 1860 Army
conversion required a “new” cartridge. This
new .44 Colt is simply the .44 Special
trimmed back from 1.16 inch to approxi-
mately 1.10 inch. In addition, rims are

reduced in diameter. My cases from Starline
have a rim diameter of .487 inch.

At The Loading Bench
For loading the .44 Colt, one can use .44

Magnum dies but it may be necessary to
grind some material from the bottom of the
die, as many of today’s .44 dies — designed
to handle both .44 Special and .44 Magnum
— are too long for crimping the .44 Colt.
The easier solution is to order .44 Russian
dies from RCBS. Then you’re set to load
both .44 Colt and .44 Russian. The standard
shell holder for the .44 Russian/.44
Special/.44 Magnum works, but the proper
shell holder is the RCBS No. 2, the same
size as used for the .30-30.

The original loading for the .44 Colt was 28
grains of black powder. In modern solid head
brass, I normally use 25 grains by volume
measure of Goex FFg, FFFg, Cartridge, or
ClearShot; Hodgdon’s black powder substi-
tute; and Pyrodex in both the P and Select
grades. Smokeless powders normally used for
standard sixgun loads: Unique, TiteGroup,
Red Dot, and N-100, all work fine with suit-
able loads in the cartridge conversions.

Not Always Perfect
The Richards conversions I tested a few

years ago were the first into the country.
Both had problems. The 1851 Navy
Richards had a very smooth action. But it
would sometimes get out of sync, and the
hammer would fail to cock. If the cylinder
was rotated slightly it would right itself. The
1860 Army was a simple matter of poor
inspection as the walls of one chamber were
filled with circular scoring.

The two latest versions I’ve just inspected
— one a .38 Navy and the other a .44 Colt
Army Richards-Mason conversion — exhibit
excellent fit and finish with no problems
whatsoever. Well, no problems except for the
fact that pistoleros from that era must have
either had very good eyesight. Or they relied
entirely on movie style point shooting.

The rear sights on the original Richards
conversions were a very small V notch. This
is faithfully recreated on the Uberti-manu-
factured Cimarron conversions, requiring a
lot of concentration for me to use these guns
by sighting in the traditional way. The
Richards-Mason conversions have even
smaller rear sights with a V notch in the
hammer. They are authentic, and not meant
for eyes that spent a lifetime staring at movie
and television screens. Or that now spend
hundreds of hours every year typing articles
while glaring at a computer screen.

Grips And Grip Frames
The original Colt 1851 Navy has the grip

frame that eventually became the Colt SAA
grip, with little or no change. This is the
same grip shape found on Cimarron’s 1851
Richards-Mason cartridge conversions. The
cartridge conversions based upon the 1860
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151-G Atkinson Hill | Bardstown, KY 40004
1-800-726-1696 | www.compasseco.com

Request a FREE catalog!
Great bargains on Beeman, RWS, Gamo, Walther,

Webley, Talon, Crosman and more! 
Shipped within 24 hours • 90-day warranty  • Add $10 S/H •

KY, IN & OH residents add sales tax • ADULT air rifles cannot
be sold to minors under 18.

Tech Force Air Guns
Great For Hunting Small Game!

Tech Force 99 
1100 FPS in .177 Cal/900 FPS in .22 Cal • Excellent 
trigger and accuracy • C-T-C 0.13  
w/3-12X44 scope, just $256.40
w/2-7X32 scope, just $236.40
w/out scope just $169.95

Tech Force 97  
900 FPS in .177 Cal/700 FPS in .22 Cal 

• Excellent trigger and accuracy • C-T-C 0.25  
w/2-7X32 scope, just $166.40

w/out scope just $99.95

Tech Force 25 
1000 FPS in .177 Cal/800 FPS in .22 Cal • Adj. Trigger 

• Barrel break • Interchangeable front sight
w/4X32 scope, just $181.45

w/out scope just $125.00



Army carry the longer and more comfortable
grip originally found on that revolver.
Original Colt cartridge conversions were
available with either grip frame. I do believe
the suppliers of Colt SAA replicas miss
something by not offering the longer 1860
grip frame, which better fits large hands. 

The shape of the grips supplied on these
cartridge conversions are near perfect for my
hands. However, all of these Cimarron six-
guns, whether of the Richards or Richards-
Mason type, deserve grips of better materials
than those supplied. Whether on Colt SAA
replicas, cap and ball, or cartridge conversion
models, the grips always seem to shout:
“Hey! Look at me. I’m an Italian replica!”

I realize that the way we feel about grips
is purely subjective, but I like these cartridge
conversions so well that I had to replace the
grips, or stocks if you prefer. I sent a pair of
.44 Colt Richards conversions off to Eagle
for the relatively new UltraIvory stocks.
This new synthetic is unlike any other
offered, and difficult for one to tell whether
or not it’s real ivory. They look and feel like
ivory, and the panels are cut from larger
blocks, and then shaped and fitted, not cast.
Both .44 Colt Richards conversions now
wear Eagle one-piece UltraIvories.

Stocks By Linebaugh
For the Richards-Mason conversions I

took a different path. I have long been a sup-
porter of John Linebaugh’s custom big bore
sixguns. When I first met John he had a pair
of boys with him who were not only safer
than most adults when it came to handling
sixguns, they could shoot those little .22s they
packed. Now those boys are all grown up, and
Dustin Linebaugh makes excellent sixgun
stocks — many of which are on the custom
sixguns from Linebaugh Custom Sixguns.

Dustin prefers to fit grips as perfectly as
possible to the grip frame, which means pol-
ishing the grips and frame together. After
such work, the grip frames must be re-blued.
The Richards-Mason in .44 Colt already had
a steel grip frame as found on the 1860
Army, while the .38 Model 1851 cartridge
conversion came with a brass grip frame.
Since I wanted to carry these two sixguns as
a slightly mismatched pair, the .38 was fitted
with a steel back strap and trigger guard
before being shipped off to Dustin. 

Dustin’s work in white micarta is just
about perfect. The ivory-colored micarta one-
piece grips set off both guns, giving them a
completely different look than the “walnut”
stocks of the original equipment. I recom-
mend him highly for any grips for any sixgun. 

What's A Sixgun Without A Holster?
Pickin’ leather for carrying the Cimarron

cartridge conversions was easy. A few years
ago I had Kirkpatrick Leather build me a
double Prospector rig for a pair of 1860
Armies. These fully-lined, Slim Jim-style hol-
sters hang straight on the belt and make it easy
to wear them butts to the front or to the rear.
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www.desantisholster.com

DeSantis Gunhide
Dept. GM72
149 Denton Ave.,New Hyde Park, NY 11040
800 GUNHIDE

Please visit your authorized 
DeSantis dealer today 

or send $5.00 for 
our full-color catalog.

• Inside-waistband clip •  Padded-ballistic nylon
• Sturdy power-coated spring-clip for safety

• Spare magazine pouch, standard for autoloader models
• Available for most concealed firearms

Retail Price  
$2800+ S&H

The DeSantis Stealth holster holds your weapon comfortably out of sight
until you need it.

AUTHENTIC COWBOYAUTHENTIC COWBOYAUTHENTIC COWBOY

Howdy partner! Your quest for
accuracy doesn’t end 
with your six-shooter. Because
your quest for historic accuracy
includes your holster, belt, boots,
coat, shirt, and jeans. This is

more than shootingwear; this is
your personal trip 
to 1873. Make it a good one; call
(877) 292-4867 now for the dealer
nearest you.

AWA INTERNATIONAL, INC. 1450 SW 10th Street 3B, Delray Beach, FL 33444  www.cows.com
(877) 292-4867
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The matching belt is also lined, with every-
thing basket stamped and a light tan color. 

Though made for the 1860 Armies, their
square and open bottom leave enough room
for the ejector housings of either the
Richards or Richards-Mason conversions.
This is excellent leather, so much so in fact
that I have since added a similar double rig,
black floral carved, for a pair of 71⁄2 inch
stainless steel Ruger Vaqueros. Just this
month I took possession of a third set of
Kirkpatrick Prospectors in plain black to
carry two 43⁄4 inch Colt SAAs. 

I use these with cartridge slides rather
than bullet loops on the belt as it makes them
so much more versatile. If I don’t want to
carry a lot of cartridges I do not have a lot of
empty loops. I can go with no cartridges, or
six or 12.

A Pleasure To Use
Both Cimarron Colt cartridge conver-

sions were test-fired with smokeless loads
and black powder handloads. Even with the
crude-by-modern-standards sights and my
older eyes, these sixguns turned in some
excellent groups with both smokeless and
black powder, both factory and hand assem-
bled. So much so that I’ve already sent the
check to Cimarron to purchase these sixguns
for my personal and pleasurable use. The
accompanying table has the complete results. 

When Colt and Smith & Wesson intro-
duced their cartridge firing sixguns in the

early 1870s, thousands of perfectly good cap
and ball sixguns were still in service. The
conversions performed on these revolvers
kept many of them shooting right through
the turn of the 20th century. Now, thanks to
Uberti and Cimarron, a whole new crop of
21st century shooters can enjoy these impor-
tant chapters of sixgun history. Sometimes
progress actually works.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Cimarron Firearms 

[830] 997-9090
www.cimarronfireams.com

Eagle Grips
[630] 260-0400

www.eaglegrips.com

Dustin Linebaugh
[307] 587-7653 
P.O. Box 2735 

Cody WY 82414

Kirkpatrick Leather
[956] 723-6631 
P.O. Box 3150

Laredo TX 78044

$ Before you
kiss the girl,
snug down

your white Stetson
and ride off into the
sunset, why not do
one more good
deed? This beau-
tiful silver mounted
gun rig and custom
ivory-stocked Colt
SAA will be auc-
tioned off to benefit
the Happy Trails
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s
Cooper Home. 

The Cooper
Home is a worthy
endeavor providing residential care and treat-
ment for 40 abused boys aged 11 to 15 years.
There exists a long waiting list of other
needy young men and your help is needed. 

Raffle tickets are $10 each or 11 for
$100. The drawing will be held on
December 14, ’02 and you need not be
present to win. More information is avail-
able by calling [760] 240-3330 or at:
www.happytrails.org. 

HEY COWBOY 
SHOOTERS!



RIFLEMAN
BY DAVE ANDERSON

Blinking, the closing of the eyes when
firing a shot, is one of the most
common shooting faults. It’s a mild

form of flinching, a natural reaction to the
noise and commotion that results when a
firearm discharges. Previously I’ve discussed
how to detect and remedy blinking. Using a
video camera can record if you blink. Intensive
dry firing  develops a subconscious habit of
keeping the eyes open as the sear releases.

But what’s the big deal? As long as
sights are aligned on target and the trigger
breaks cleanly, what does it matter if the
eyes are closed at the instant of ignition? As
far as hitting the target goes, it doesn’t. It’s
possible to blink every time and still be a
good shot. But to be really good, you have to
learn to keep the eyes open to see what hap-
pens as the shot is fired.

The Path To Improvement
The conscious mind learns intel-

lectually by repetition and reinforce-
ment. That’s how we learned
multiplication tables and state capi-
tals. Physical skills are learned best
and deepest at a subconscious level.
The subconscious learns best
through a process of action/feed-
back.

The faster the feedback is
received, the more strongly it rein-
forces the lesson. One of the earliest
lessons we’ve all learned is not to
touch a hot object. How did we
learn? By touching a hot object and
getting burned. The feedback (pain)
is virtually instantaneous. Suppose
the pain didn’t hit until 10 minutes
after we touched the hot object. At a
conscious, intellectual level we
might think, “Hmmm, that finger
really hurts. Must have touched
something hot, maybe that baking
dish from the oven. Have to
remember not to do that again.”

Because there was such a long delay
between action and feedback, at a subcon-
scious level the connection between the
two is weak and the learning process slow.
We’d likely have to burn ourselves 20 or
30 times before we formed a habit of not
touching hot objects.

Time Is Critical
Research by sports experts has shown

that the physical memories of an action fade
at the rate of 30 percent every eight seconds.
Now let’s say we’re practicing shooting
from the sitting position with sling. We are
trying to internalize a specific set of physical
skills at a subconscious level; forming a
comfortable, stable, repeatable shooting

platform; holding the rifle as still as pos-
sible; indexing the sight; coordinating
trigger release with sight movement; letting
the shot break without imparting additional
movement; and then following through so
the rifle recoils in a consistent manner.

If at every shot we blink our eyes just as
the gun fires, there is no visual feedback of
what the crosshairs were doing or where
they were just as the shot broke.

After firing a string of shots we get up, set
the rifle on the bench with action open, maybe
wait for the range officer’s permission, trudge
downrange and examine the target. Now,
finally, we have some feedback — the loca-
tion of the bullet holes on the target. Whether
the group is good or bad, several minutes have
passed since we carried out the physical
actions of firing the shots, and the subcon-
scious memories of just what we did, right or
wrong, have faded rapidly. There is some
learning, but the effect is weak.

Immediate Feedback
Physical skills develop much faster at a

subconscious level if feedback is received
more quickly, and the sooner the better. The
use of steel targets provides very quick,
audible feedback. There are, however, disad-
vantages. Steel targets suitable for centerfire
rifles are expensive and often unavailable.
Their audible feedback rewards an edge hit
as well as a center struck. 

But the fastest feedback of all is to call
the shot; to watch the sights or crosshairs
intently as the shot fires. Once the shooter
learns to keep his eyes open and call the
shot, the subconscious gets immediate,
accurate feedback. If the crosshairs dip
sharply just as the shot breaks, the subcon-
scious immediately connects action with

results. Jerk trigger equals sight moves.
Press trigger smoothly equals sight remains
still. But if the eyes are closed as the gun
discharges that critical feedback is lost.

Another example: maximum precision
requires the rifle be held the same for every
shot, so that the recoil pattern is consistent. By
watching the movement of the sight during
recoil we get prompt feedback of consistency
in our hold. Ideally the sight should track
exactly the same during recoil from shot to
shot. If the hold changes, the different move-
ment of the sight tells us so immediately.

Proofing Your Practice
Let’s say that through intensive dry fire

practice we’ve ingrained the habit of keeping
the eyes open while the rifle discharges. How
do we learn to call the shot? Here’s an exer-
cise I learned from J. Michael Plaxco, a
world-class competitor and coach. To illus-

trate, we’ll assume you shoot from
the sitting position at a 200 yard
target. Your rifle has been carefully
sighted, and will shoot into 2 inches
at 200 yards.

For the exercise you’ll need two
identical targets. One is stapled to the
target frame, the other is beside you
on the ground, along with a marking
pen. Take up the sitting position and
fire a shot at the 200 yard target,
trying to hit dead center. Watch the
crosshairs intently and note their
position at the instant the shot
breaks. Now take the marking pen
and make a bullet-hole sized dot on
the target beside you, at the exact
position where you recall the
crosshairs were as the shot broke.
For example, if you recall that the
crosshairs were at 9 o’clock, an inch
outside the black, that’s where you
mark the target beside you.

Shoot four more rounds, calling
the position of the crosshairs each time and
marking it on your target. Now go down-
range and compare the marked target to the
one you fired at. If you called each shot cor-
rectly, the group marked with the pen and
the group made by bullets should be similar.
They won’t likely be identical, that would
take both a perfect call and a perfect rifle.
But they should be close.

This is a tough drill. Don’t be discour-
aged if results aren’t very good at first, but
keep at it. The results are worth the effort. If
200 yards is too difficult or too easy, use a
different distance. A pitfall to beware of is
that at too close range, with a quality scope,
one can spot the bullet strike through the
scope, making it easy to cheat. Just
remember who it is that’s
being cheated.

The challenges to marksmanship have not changed.
Shooters at this 1947 benchrest match fought blinking and
anticipating the shot, just as we do.

$
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Winchester introduced its first pump rifle in
1890, designed by none other than John
Browning and chambered in the .22
Winchester Rimfire. Though also known as

the Remington .22 Special, we can designate the .22
Winchester Rimfire (WRF) the first ever .22 Magnum
because of its similar dimension and ability to chamber in
other .22 Magnum guns. But most importantly, even after all
these years, the WRF refuses to die.

A More Potent, Modern Rimfire
With a 45 grain bullet lubricated and seated in the

modern manner with the bearing surface protected, the
WRF proved a significant step beyond the .22 long rifle,
whose heel crimp left bullets exposed to the elements. The
WRF held 7 grains of black powder compared to the long
rifle’s 5 grains. The WRF’s original muzzle velocity was
about 1,100 fps, and its flat-pointed bullet was a better
stopper than the long rifle’s round nose. 

With the arrival of high-speed loadings in the 1930s,
which clocked at between 1,400 and 1,500 feet per second,
the WRF’s trajectory proved flatter than that of the .22 long
rifle, making the WRF a better killer of tough varmints such
as woodchucks, but without the damage “varmint” cartridges

New ammunition from CCI sends the 
vintage .22 WRF back into the game fields. 

RimfireThat Wouldn’t Die

By C. Rodney James

CCI’s new .22
WRF ammuni-
tion should help
rescue many vin-
tage rifles from
exile in a dusty
closet.
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could do to squirrels, rabbits and grouse. The improved
lethality made the WRF a reliable tool on the farm for
butchering pigs and cattle. Unfortunately, most such rifles
hung on a nail in the barn uncleaned from one use to the next

The length advantage of the WRF made it a better
shooter than the long rifle in long-cylinder revolvers such
as the Colt Pocket Positive and Officer’s Match
revolvers. During the ’20s and ’30s, Stevens chambered
a number of their heavy barreled 22s for the WRF. A
good iron-sighted rifle such as a Stevens, Winchester’s
1890 and Model 61, or Remington’s 121S, will place it’s
shots into a 2.5 inch circle at 100 yards.

Accuracy Standard
Machine rest groups recounted in C.S. Landis’ excel-

lent book .22 Caliber Rifle Shooting run 1.56 inches, 1.06
inches and 1.10 inches for three consecutive 10 shot
groups with the Winchester hollow-point round at 100
yards. This level of accuracy is quite possible with a target
rifle and a good scope. But unlike the .22 Magnum, for
which no target or true varmint rifles (as of this writing)
have been made, the WRF chambering was available in the
Stevens 417, one of their best target rifles which was dis-
continued in the late 1940s.

Sadly, a number of good guns failed to come back into pro-
duction after World War II, and the WRF chambering was hard
hit. The last offering in this caliber was the Winchester 61 ham-
merless pump, which dropped the WRF chambering in 1955.

After the guns departed, the ammunition was next. The
hollow-point loading went first and then the flat-point was dis-
continued in 1982. Outraged shooters bombarded Winchester
with enough requests that the ammunition company calculated

WW 45 GR. FLAT POINT CCI 45 GR. HP VELOCITIES.
1,439 + 1,408 +
1,387 - 1,274 -
0052 E 0134 E

1,421 M 1,366 M
0023 S 0053 S

Right: Fired into water at close range, both plated and jacketed
rounds give good expansion. Copper jacket and hollow base of
CCI’s new .22 WRF loading improve performance in worn,
eroded barrels. Below: (L to R) .22 WRF early smokeless loading
from Winchester; smokeless non-corrosive standard velocity
version from the 1930; first Winchester high speed loading; 1931
and later version with plain brass case; current Winchester high
velocity flat-point with plated bullet, and CCI jacketed HP. .22 long
rifle and .22 Magnum shown for comparison.

the cost of answering letters was greater than doing another
run of the ammunition. In 1985, with some fanfare and a new
antique-style box design, a “limited” run was produced.
Dealers snapped it up almost immediately. A few months later,
a second run was made and later a third — all of which were
bought in short order. Finally, Winchester realized there was a
real demand. The cartridge again appears in their general line
of ammunition as a regular item.

VELOCITY TABLE
(+) Highest   (E) Extreme spread   (-) Lowest

(M) Mean average    (S) Standard deviation 

All data was recorded with an Oeler 35P Chronograph placed 10 feet from the muzzle.
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Unique Offering From CCI
This year CCI saw a market opportunity

and took the plunge with a newly designed
WRF round. Recognizing that many of the
rifles for this cartridge had been around for 50
or more years, CCI built a jacketed round
with the unique feature of a hollow base. Both
features were designed to produce optimum
accuracy in less than perfect barrels with pos-
sible throat erosion. CCI’s bullet is a 45 grain
version of the Speer Gold Dot.

We tested using a relined 1890
Winchester, mechanically sound with a rea-
sonably good bore. Because the post and
notch sights were not adequate for long-
range shooting we limited our shots to 50
yards, with a couple of groups at 75.

Tough Conditions
In Ohio, breezy fall weather remained

throughout most of October. The 22nd of
October produced 70 degrees and calm con-
ditions with winds gusting up to 15 mph, but
mostly staying in the 4 to 7 mph range. We
tried to shoot during the calm intervals. As a
benchmark we fired a 5 shot group at 75
yards with a bull barrel Winchester 52 and
Winchester Power Point hunting ammuni-
tion, which is capable of .55 inch groups at
100 yards in this rifle under dead calm con-
ditions. This day it put five rounds into 1
inch at 75 yards. 

Three 5-shot test groups with the 1890
put the Winchester copper-plated ammuni-
tion into 1 inch at 50 yards. The copper-jack-
eted CCI went into .7 inch at this range. At
75 yards the CCI registered 1.5 inch to the
Winchester’s 1.4 inch. Wind was undoubt-
edly a factor in these results.

When Switching Ammo...
One important caveat is barrel

cleaning. The WRF is the only rimfire
round currently available with both jack-
eted and lead-alloy bullets. Copper has a
great affinity for lead. The copper fouling
left by the jacketed bullets causes strip-
ping and leading on the part of the lead
alloy bullets, even those such as the cur-
rent Winchester which are copper plated.
This copper fouling must be completely
removed when switching from jacketed to
lead ammunition. There are no problems
the other way around.

While I would not urge anyone to rush
out and buy a WRF gun, I notice arms in this
caliber sell at gun shows for significantly
lower prices than their .22 long rifle coun-
terparts. If a fine 1890, Model 61
Winchester, or 417 Stevens turned up, and I
liked the idea of owning a classic I could
shoot, I don’t think I’d turn it down — if the
price was right. Ammunition is available,
and will continue to be for the foreseeable
future. And the current jacketed bullets from
CCI may well provide a new shooting life
for that WRF gun passed down through the
family that’s spent the last couple decades
hanging in the closet. 
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STORY BY DICK WILLIAMS PHOTOS BY JIM GARDNER

NAVY ARMS’ 
SHARPS NO.2 CREEDMORE
Upon first seeing this Sharps, the author
felt an irresistible attraction. Be careful
— you may too.
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N
ot all the hardships Ulysses suffered on his
voyage home from the Trojan War were caused
by the gods. Because of his desire to experience
the irresistible call of the Sirens, he had his men
tie him to the mast and plug their ears so they

would not succumb to the voices and steer the ship into the
rocks. The story says Ulysses nearly went mad screaming at his
crew to turn the ship. They could not hear his orders any more
than they could hear the Sirens, so they continued on course to
safety. 

As gun lovers and shooters, we frequently experience
some level of Ulysses’ frustration at gun shows, usually after
we have spent all our money and suddenly see that “irre-
sistible” firearm. Perhaps it was the SHOT Show Sirens that
placed the Navy Arms Sharps No. 2 in my path last February.

It’s A Beauty
Navy Arms’ No. 2 Creedmore is a replica of the 19th

century Sharps single shot rifle. The rifle is manufactured in
Italy by the respected firm of Davide Pedersoli. Though
chambered in the common .45-70, as are many of the
replicas, this one is a bit different. 

The first three things that caught my eye were the beau-
tiful stock, the chrome vanadium steel receiver finished in
electroless nickel, and the rather slender (for a Sharps),
round barrel. Upon further examination, other interesting
features surfaced, but let’s stay with these three for now.
The stock and forearm are beautifully grained dark walnut
with nicely done checkering on the pistol grip and
forearm. A couple of the checkering border lines extended
a wee bit beyond the pattern, but you need to look care-

LOAD
AVG. GROUP

VELOCITY SIZE
(fps) (inches @ 50 yards)

Federal 300 JHP 1,775 11⁄2"
Remington 300 JHP 1,790 3⁄16"

Remington 405 JSP 1,351 11⁄4"
Winchester 300 JHP 1,844 13⁄8"

Winchester 300 Part Gold 1,794 15⁄8"
Black Hills 405 Cowboy 1,294 15⁄8"

PMC 405 Cowboy 1,334 13⁄8"

27.5gr/AA5744/400gr Cast 1,337 1"
29gr/5744/500gr Schmittzer 1,307 13⁄8"

31gr/5744/500gr Schmittzer 1,366 21⁄2"
27gr/5744/535gr Postell 1,271 5⁄8"
29gr/5744/535gr Postell 1,326 11⁄2"

39gr/RL7/500gr Schmittzer ** 25⁄8"
39gr/RL7/535gr Postell ** 15⁄8"

43gr/4895/500gr Schmittzer ** 21⁄2"
43gr/4895/535gr Postell ** 21⁄8"
* 60gr/H777/400 Cast 1,348 11⁄2"

* 60gr/H777/535 Postell 1,205 1"

* 1 ea 50gr/50 caliber Pyrodex pellet 1,154 21⁄4"
* 2 ea 30 gr/50 caliber Pyrodex pellets ** 4"
* 2 ea 30 gr/45 caliber Pyrodex pellets 1,398 11⁄2"

* Black Powder loads (H777 is Hodgdon’s new BP substitute)
** No chronograph readings due to logistic problems

“Admittedly I’m a .45-70 fan, but the 
Navy Arms No. 2 Creedmore Sharps is probably the most 

enjoyable rifle I’ve handled in a long time.”



fully to see it. 
The stock wears a wide, steel shotgun

type butt plate that minimizes felt recoil
compared to a deeply dished rifle type butt.
Interestingly, close inspection shows that the
buttstock is a lamination, consisting of at
least four sections. Given the strength of
modern adhesives, this construction is actu-
ally stronger than a one-piece stock. The
joint lines are very faint, and are not readily
apparent at first glance. 

The forearm is slender (befitting the
round barrel) and tapers toward the schnabel
tip. Fit of wood to metal everywhere is quite
good. And did I mention that the grain pat-
tern was beautiful?

Receiver, loading lever, hammer, lock-
plate, and takedown lever all wear the elec-
troless nickel finish, while the breech block
and screws are nicely blued. The overall
contrast of nickel, blued steel and richly
grained walnut is very attractive. The barrel
is finished in a matte blue and is 30 inches
long, with a diameter that tapers from just
under 1.1 inches near the breech to less than
.9 inch at the muzzle. It is lighter and looks
much smaller than the octagonal barrels
common to most Sharps replicas. Combined
with the tapered schnabel forearm, the rifle
seems far more sleek and trim than other
Sharps I’ve handled. Sitting on the rack, it
practically begged me to pick it up and ven-
ture forth in search of buffalo.

A Wealth Of Sights 
The sights on the Navy Arms Sharps No. 2

are excellent, but as delivered, are probably
more appropriate for target shooting than
hunting or field use. Starting at the muzzle, the
front sight consists of a large hood dovetailed
into the barrel. A spring steel keeper retains any
one of 12 sight inserts provided with the rifle. 

The supplied inserts include apertures,
posts of various widths, and cross hairs. I used
the narrower post insert for all group testing
and hunting. While I used it successfully on a
pig hunt, the globe front sight tends to block a
lot of light and obscure the shooter’s view of
the target area. This was a bit of a problem
with dark animals in the low light conditions
of early morning and late evening. 

If the gun is to be used primarily for
hunting, you might consider removing the
globe front sight and replacing it with a con-
ventional post. That said, it’s great fun
playing with different inserts at the range,
and one of the inserts might work perfectly
for a hunter with younger eyes than mine.

A traditional looking ladder rear sight is
mounted on the barrel. With the ladder
down, a U-notch is exposed for close range
shooting. Elevating the ladder portion of the
sight allows the slider to be set into one of
17 positive click stops. The standing ladder
is graduated with eight horizontal lines
marked from 1 to 8. I can’t correlate the
markings on the ladder to specific ranges
because I didn’t do my shooting with the
ladder sight. I chose instead to employ the
vernier tang sight, and for me, this is the

jewel of the No. 2’s sighting system.

Much Improved Vernier
Pedersoli has acted on input from black

powder cartridge rifle shooters to greatly
improve its vernier sight. The sight base
mounts easily to the top tang of the receiver,
but does require a little careful adjustment
when initially installed. The sight tension
spring, mounted on top of the sight base, must
be correctly positioned to ensure that the staff
of the sight will stand perpendicular to the
shooter’s line of sight when raised into
shooting position. Given the very small hole in
the aperture disk, slightly off the perpendicular
means you can’t see through the aperture.

Once properly mounted and put into use,
the advantages of the aperture sight become
readily apparent. Adjustments are easy and
repeatable with micrometer marks for both
elevation and windage. Simply loosen the
aperture disk by unscrewing it, turn an adjust-
ment screw, then re-tighten the aperture disk
to lock your setting. The sight provides about
21⁄4 to 21⁄2 inches vertical adjustment and about
1/2 inch horizontal adjustment. 

As we learned long ago, sight pictures
with apertures are crisp, and the eye does all
the work of centering things automatically.
In bright sunlight, groups were small and life
was good, but as mentioned earlier, the aper-
ture size seemed a bit small for me. I’ll
grudgingly admit it might be perfect for a
target shooter with keener eyes, which trans-
lates to a younger shooter. In any case, it’s an
easy job to enlarge the aperture if required.
For those contemplating different models of
Sharps, Navy Arms will be upgrading their
Buffalo and Sporting Sharps model with this
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improved model vernier sight.
Navy’s No. 2 Creedmore looks very

period correct with both barrel-mounted
ladder sight and vernier tang. However, you
will need to give some thought to your most
likely use of the rifle. The presence of the
ladder sight complicates the use of the
vernier, especially at close ranges. 

As an example, when zeroing the rifle
with Winchester’s 300 grain Partition Gold
ammo preparatory to a hog hunt at the Tejon
Ranch in Southern California, I found
myself shooting 5 inches high at 120 yards
when the ladder sight got in the way.
Lowering the aperture any further was out of
the question. 

If the rifle will be used principally on
the target range, then removing the ladder
sight will be in order. If hunting and casual
field shooting are your normal pursuits,
you will find it a simple matter to remove
the tang sight from its base by merely
removing the pivot bolt. This allows a
quick re-installation when you desire to
use the vernier sight for longer range
shooting. I suspect the tang sight will
return closely to its original zero, but I
can’t say that I actually verified that.

Operation And Features
The Sharps is the classic falling block

rifle. Lowering the loading lever drops the
breech block for loading. At the bottom of
the lever’s stroke, the extractor pulls the
spent cartridge partially from the chamber.
On a few occasions the fired case was not
extracted sufficiently and a cleaning rod
had to be dropped down the barrel to
remove the case. 

This happened less frequently over time,
particularly when the gun was clean, (which
was almost never the case) so I have to sus-
pect my slothful maintenance habits as
being the culprit. Raising the lever elevates
the breech block back into shooting posi-
tion. Proper shooting practice with the side-
hammer Sharps dictates that the hammer be
drawn back to half cock prior to opening or
closing the breech. 

Superb Set Triggers
One of my favorite things on the Sharps

is the trigger system. These are the classic
double set triggers which allow you to set
the front trigger by first pulling the rear
trigger. You can then almost wish the gun to
fire. It isn’t necessary to set the front trigger
before firing, but the trigger is extremely
heavy in the unset mode. I fired exactly one
round in this unset mode and that was just to
test the weight of pull which seemed to be
well over the 12 pound measuring capacity
of my Lyman electronic digital trigger pull
gauge. Every other round fired, even when
hunting, was fired using the set function.
Weight of pull in the set mode measured a
mere 9 ounces. Perhaps there will come an
occasion when I’m feeling rushed enough to
just pull that unset 12 pound trigger, but I

The barrel-mounted ladder sight is tradi-
tional, but may interfere with use of the
tang sight.



doubt it.

Proper Fodder
The Navy Arms Sharps in .45-70 is not a

fussy eater, doing quite well with a variety
of loads. I confined myself to the milder .45-
70 loads in working with the Sharps. Factory
jacketed ammo featured 300 to 400 grain
bullets with velocities as shown in Table I.
The cowboy cast loads from Black Hills and
PMC were absolutely delightful to shoot.
For the heavy weight cast bullet reloads, I
used charges recommended by Lyman,
Hodgdon and Accurate Arms in their litera-
ture. Velocities were measured on a Pact
chronograph with the screens at 10 to 15 feet
from the muzzle. 

Schedule complications precluded me
from getting out to a proper rifle range, and
thus group testing was done over sandbags
and consisted of three shot groups at 50
yards. Recoil of some of the heavier loads
tested was brisk, but nothing shown in the
tables was abusive. 

When shooting with the tang sight, I had
to push my cowboy hat or baseball cap up
and back on my head to keep it from being
knocked askew by the sight in recoil. This is
a non-issue with baseball caps because we
have a whole generation struggling to find
the proper position for these sartorial accou-
terments. But when wearing a cowboy hat

with spectators present, beware! No one
trusts a cowboy with a skewed hat.

Fit For The Field
A quick report on the hog’s demise is now

in order. My guide Cody Plank and I were
working the foothills of the Tejon Ranch at
daybreak. It was technically daylight, but still
pretty dim, when we spotted a large, dark,
lone boar a few hundred yards away. He was
in the open and started running immediately
upon seeing us. He ran laterally right to left in
front of us trying to reach the scrub oak cover
of a nearby canyon. We took off at an angle
we hoped would cut him off prior to reaching
the canyon. Upon cresting a rise, we saw him
at something like 130 yards away trotting
toward the canyon. 

After closing the distance between us by
perhaps 15 yards, I tried to find him by
looking through the aperture sight. Nothing,
it was too dark. I lowered the rifle and saw
that he had stopped and was standing broad-

side looking at us. On my next look through
the sights I saw him, and it seemed like he
filled the entire front sight hood. Knowing
the Winchester Partition Golds were about 5
inches high, I squeezed his dark body into
the upper half of the hood while setting the
front trigger. There was no time for anything
other than an off-hand shot and the Sharps
seemed remarkably steady. 

When the front sight hood was half filled
with ground and half filled with pig and it
looked like the top of the post was behind
his shoulder and just into his chest, I touched
off the front trigger. A dust cloud appeared
immediately behind the boar and he took off
running toward his canyon. Both Cody and I
thought I had missed based upon the dust
and the poor light conditions. After running
a couple hundred yards, the pig reached the
first scrub oak and lay down under it. Cody,
watching the boar through his binoculars,
said: “I think you got him.” 

We walked down to the boar and, except
for one twitch that had us both reaching for
our holstered .44 mags, he was done. The 300
grain Partition Gold had passed completely
through the chest cavity at a slight downward
angle taking out much of the lungs.
Interestingly, the entry hole was larger than
the exit hole indicating the Partition Gold
jacket petals had peeled back quickly, aided
no doubt by the 11⁄2 inches of gristle plating
over the pig’s shoulders, and then pushed on
through the body. Perfect performance.

Cody gave me one of those funny guide
looks and admitted he was pretty impressed
with the shot. Someday I may tell Cody the
shot was perhaps more luck than skill.
Meanwhile, he’s very young, and I’m at an
age where building a legendary reputation
gets more difficult with each passing year. I
answered his funny guide look with a pro-
fessional gun writer nod.

Admittedly I’m a .45-70 fan, but the
Navy Arms No. 2 Creedmore Sharps is
probably the most enjoyable rifle I’ve han-
dled in a long time. While there are some
modifications I would make depending upon
the gun’s primary usage, I have yet to make
any changes. I continue to shoot the gun
with all the original factory options installed
and continue to enjoy myself. What more
could you ask of a rifle? If you would like
one of these excellent rifles, contact your
local dealer or Navy Arms at the address
below. If you would like an inexpensive
weekend or weekday hunt for wild boar
within one hour of Los Angeles
anytime of the year with your new
Sharps, contact Tejon Ranch at the
address below. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Navy Arms Company

[201] 863-7100
www.navyarms.com 

Tejon Ranch
4427 Lebec Road

P.O. Box 1000
Lebec, CA 93243
[661] 663-4208
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www.KIRKPATRICKLEATHER.com

KIRKPATRIC
LEATHER COMPANY K
Manufacturing Quality Leather Since 1968

“Marshall”
$340.00

plus $8.00s&h

For  catalog
send $5.00 to:

P.O. Box 677GM 
Laredo,  Tx  78042

or call us at 1(800) 451-9394

“Santa Fe”
$245.00

plus $8.00s&h

NOW ON THE
INTERNET

S & K  SCOPE MOUNTS • S & K SCOPE MOUNTS • S & K SCOPE MOUNTS 

TRY THEM!
WEIGH THEM!
USE THEM!

Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

Presents:   SKulptured Bases
Smooth Kontoured Rings

PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTS RING PATENT #5,533,267

Easy Installation
the lightest
the strongest
The Best!
Guaranteed

All Steel, Fully Machined, Windage Mounts

Send For Brochure:
S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E
SUGAR GROVE, PA 16350
Tel: 800-578-9862 or 
814-489-3091
Fax: 814-489-5466
Website:
www.scopemounts.com



W ith its flair for blending nostalgic designs with modern
production methods, Sturm, Ruger & Co. has produced
another classic firearm — the Gold Label, 12 gauge,

side-by-side, upland game gun. 
The new Gold Label is a remarkable achievement. First, because

the Gold Label features the aesthetic, handling and dynamic quali-
ties of a handmade English game gun. And second, because Ruger
brings this quality side-by-side to the marketplace at a suggested
retail price of only $1,950.

Scheduled to be shipped to dealers in the second half of 2002,
we expect to have a test Gold Label gun in our hands soon in order
to write a more complete review. But here are my impressions
from handling the Gold Label at the 2002 SHOT Show, where it
made its debut.

In the traditional sense, an upland game gun as made by the best of
the English gun makers, is a 12 gauge side-by-side weighing between
5.5 and 6.25 pounds. It has a straight grip and shallow splinter forearm,
is lively and very dynamic in the hands — in short, a blend of functional
elegance and economy of form that has evolved from the flintlock dou-
bles of the 18th century up till the present day. The game gun is normally
fitted to the specific shooter during the building process, which can still
take two or more years to complete. Cost, at a minimum, is $35,000.

What struck me about the Ruger Gold Label is its weight of 6.25
pounds or less and its weight distribution. How did they do it?
Although chambered for the 3 inch shell, the 28 inch hammer
forged barrels are exceedingly thin and pleasantly contoured. Fitted
with thin-walled interchangeable choke tubes that are steel shot
compatible, the barrels maintain slim profiles without the bulbous
look at the muzzle that is so prevalent in choke-tubed barrels today.

The rounded stainless steel action is so shallow and small, it almost
looks like it belongs on a 20 gauge rather than a 12. With its splinter
forearm and straight-gripped stock, the Gold label balances 3/8 inch
ahead of the hinge pin, which places the weight evenly distributed
between the hands. This gun is a natural pointer!

We’ll have a lot more to say about this exciting new Ruger as soon
as we have an opportunity to test it in the field and on the range.

The Six Foot Barrel
When I first saw this barrel in the Hastings’ booth at the Shot

Show, I thought it was an advertising stunt for the firm’s popular
replacement shotgun barrel and choke tube lines. Hastings represen-
tative, Aaron Bloom, soon set me straight.

The barrel is actually two 12 gauge barrels — a 32 inch
Remington Model 870 barrel and a 36 inch Hastings barrel — that
screws into the choke tube threads of the Remington. The Hastings
extension barrel is fitted for choke tubes and ported with a number of
small round holes running around and along its length.

What’s the purpose of this strange looking combination? 
The quiet elimination of problem fowl and beasts in urban settings. 
By using a load like Winchester’s 26 gram Low Recoil/Low Noise

round, the report from the Hastings’ 6 foot barrel is exceedingly quiet
and not one to raise the rancor of nearby residents.

It’s a simple, ingenious, low-tech solution to a growing problem
— as any goose-hassled golfer will tell you. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc.

www.ruger.com

Hastings
[785] 632-3169

www.hastingsbarrels.com

SHOT GUNNER
BY HOLT BODINSON
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This is a serious 6-
foot barrel for problem
wildlife control.

Ruger’s Gold Label SxS is
built in the classic tradition
of fine upland game guns.

RUGER’S ELEGANT GAME GUN



Career Training in 

GUNSMITHING

Training Gunsmiths Since 1947 - Farrier Courses

Colorado School of Trades
call or write 1575 Hoyt St. GM , Lakewood, CO 80215

1-800-234-4594  In Colorado 303-233-4697
www.schooloftrades.com

Earn an Associate 
(Occupational) 
Degree in 14 Months
• 1500 Hands-on 
Shop Hours

• Financial Aid 
to those who qualify

• Approved for 
Veterans Education

“Not a Home-Study course.”

Earn an Associate 
(Occupational) 
Degree in 14 Months
• 1500 Hands-on 
Shop Hours

• Financial Aid 
to those who qualify

• Approved for 
Veterans Education

“Not a Home-Study course.”
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Worthy Of The Name
Over the last few months I have been

testing an interesting new semiautomatic
version of Kalashnikov’s rifle, the SA M-
7. While semi-auto AKs are nothing new
to the American market, the SA M-7 offers
a twist. It’s American made. Built on a
forged steel and CNC machined receiver,
the SA M-7 represents an interesting step
in the life and manufacture of this vener-
able rifle series. Produced by Arsenal, Inc.
of Las Vegas, Nev., it’s the first time that
full-scale licensed production of the AK-
47 has been undertaken outside the
Eastern Block.

In the past, stamped AKM and milled
AK-47 receivers have indeed been manufac-
tured in the U.S. So what’s the difference,
you may be asking. In one word? Quality.
Arsenal, Inc. is not some fly by night opera-
tion stamping out junk. Instead they are
licensed by Arsenal Co. Ltd. of Bulgaria.

Arsenal Co. Ltd.’s history goes back to
1878 when Artillery Arsenal of Rousse
was first founded. This factory was tasked
with supplying the newly formed
Bulgarian Army. In 1891, the factory was
transferred to Sofia and became the Sofia
Artillery Arsenal. 

Six years after the end of the Great War
the factory was once again moved, this
time for strategic reasons, to Kazanlak as
the State Military Factory. As the years
went by the factory grew and expanded to
become a vital part of the nation’s
economy. From 1956-58 the Russians set
up and licensed the factory to produce the
AK-47 Avtomat. By 1982, 1 million of
these rifles had been produced. Today, the
company is a vast enterprise that special-
izes in small arms, artillery systems,
ammunition, hard alloy tools, machine
building, and much more.

The Right Stuff
The rifles of the U.S. firm Arsenal Inc.

are produced with the benefit of the
Bulgarian Arsenal Co. Ltd’s 43 years of
experience. Each rifle starts life as a heavy
steel receiver forging. This raw forging
then undergoes some 150 machining oper-
ations on CNC equipment to become a fin-
ished receiver. Each receiver is then heat
treated using the same exact system the
Bulgarians have long used for their mili-
tary rifles. The same Rockwell hardness is
achieved and each unit is X-rayed to check
for imperfections.

To this new receiver is mated a chrome
lined, cold hammer-forged barrel pro-
duced with technology from Steyr. At the
end of the barrel an effective muzzle brake
from the SLR-95 is mounted. Inside the
receiver, the rifle’s fire control parts all
start life as forgings, not castings. They
are then precisely CNC machined to exact

tolerances. The locking lugs on the bolts
are even matched to the locking shoulders
of the receiver.

The furniture is a modern black syn-
thetic. The buttstock is 1.25 inches longer
than the standard military buttstock. This
added length will endear it to most
Americans. The forend is based upon the
current Russian, rather than Bulgarian, pat-
tern and incorporates a steel heat shield. The
pistol grip features a metal insert.

Sights consist of a sliding tangent rear
graduated out to 800 meters. A protected
post front sight is adjustable for both
windage and elevation when zeroing.
Finish is a matte black powder coat over
parkerizing. Caliber is the tried and true
7.62x39 M43 cartridge that’s respected
around the world.

Deserving Of A Close Look
Interest perked, I contacted the folks at

Arsenal Inc. about receiving one of their
rifles for review. They were kind enough
not only to send me a rifle, but also a
receiver forging and forged fire control
parts to examine. The bare receiver forging
is impressive, especially to anyone who
works metal for a living. Most of it simply
ends up as scrap on the floor. I had a nation-
ally known gunsmith examine the fire con-
trol parts. His comment on them was
simply, “beautiful.”

Arsenal Inc. is very vocal of the fact that
their rifles are produced exactly in accordance
to military specifications. Each part is pre-
cisely checked with original Bulgarian gauges
throughout the assembly process. They even
go so far as to hand file the elevation gradua-
tions in the rear sight block. They are very
proud of their product and after testing it I can
see why. It’s a very well made rifle.

Out Of The Box
My test rifle arrived with the standard

accessories consisting of a well written
manual, cleaning kit, sling, oil bottle and 5
round magazine. It’s no secret that I like
“black rifles” and I liked this SA M-7 very
much. The protective finish was very well
done and was complemented nicely by the
tough synthetic furniture. The receiver was
beautifully machined both inside and out.
The bolt assembly operated smoothly and
the trigger was excellent. To be honest, the
trigger on this rifle was quite a bit better than
on your average Remington 700.

In the hands the rifle felt very good. It
shoulders quickly, and the slight beavertail in
the forend gives a good purchase to hold onto.
Magazines insert easily and the mag release
was easily manipulated for a rapid reload. My
only negative comment is that the safety lever
was on the stiff side. However this is pretty
much par for the course with this rifle design.
After consultation, the company president
promised to modify the safety in accordance
with American tastes. Such a response
speaks highly of Arsenal Inc.

MADE IN AMERICA
continued from page 39
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During testing I evaluated the rifle’s
accuracy, reliability, controllability, han-
dling characteristics and flash signature. For
testing I gathered together a variety of
7.62x39 loads. These included soft point
loads from Norma, Barnaul and PMC. We
also included a 122 grain FMJBT load from
Wolf Performance Ammunition as well as a
brand new 154 grain SP load from Wolf. I
had a first peek at this new load in
September while in Russia. There I was
given the opportunity to try it out on the
indoor range at Tula Cartridge Works
through both an SKS and an AKM. I came
away impressed by its accuracy, especially
through the SKS. Although one word of
advice if you ever find yourself on that par-
ticular range — their rangemaster really
frowns on full auto fire.

Shoot For Group
Accuracy work was done from the bench

at 100 and 300 yards. While the sights on
the Kalashnikov are fine for their intended
function, they are no great aid when trying
to shoot tight groups on paper. However the
rifle was relatively easy to shoot thanks to
its excellent trigger and lack of recoil.
Rounds chambered easily, and ejection was
vigorous but very consistent with all the
empties going in one spot.

Accuracy was good for a member of the
AK family in this caliber. Five shot groups
ran in the 2 to 4 inch range at 100 yards. Top
accuracy honors went to Wolf Performance
Ammunition’s new 154 grain SP load which
averaged consistent 3 inch groups. Posting
some plain IPSC targets at 300 yards, we
had at them. This is generally considered
about the maximum effective range for a
7.62x39 AK but here the SA M-7 did well
with all shots easily kept on target. Groups
ran in the 9 to 12 inch range, though I
believe optics would have helped to reduce
group size.

Full Throttle
With the drudgery of accuracy testing

out of the way we put the rifle to work the
way it was intended — up close, fast and
furious. The rifle excelled in CQB drills.

Lock a 30 round magazine in place,
chamber a round, safety on, and standby
in the ready position. On the go the safety
is swiped off, the rifle comes up, the front
sight indexes on target and the shot
breaks. Faster than thought, a .30 caliber
hole appears on target and with an aggres-
sive stance you continue on the trigger.
Brass explodes out of the gun as it barks,
but the muzzle stays down. You switch
targets and shoot as you move. The gun
hammers out .30 caliber 154 grain soft
points wherever you point it. Finally the
mag runs dry and you transition to your
handgun. It’s good.

The muzzle brake worked very well and
controllability was quite good. I tested it
side by side with a Russian AK-103 unit,



THE FINEST IN DOUBLE BARREL PROTECTION

(817)

557733--44444455

www.bondarms.com www.bondarms.com www.bondarms.com

SSaavvee $$$$$$$$ wwiitthh CChhaannggeeaabbllee
BBaarrrreell SSyysstteemm!!  CChhaannggeess iinn sseeccoonnddss 
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45lc/410ga., 357mag/38spl • 45acp/450 Bond & others

which is highly regarded, and found recoil
and controllability about the same.
However, the Bulgarian brake exhibited less
flash in low light. The rifle’s handling was
very good. It shoulders quick, points well,
and is fast on target. The synthetic forend is
a vast improvement over the old laminated
wood units that would occasionally burst
into flames when pushed too hard for
extended periods. 

Torture Testing
Reliability, as expected, was flawless.

Kalashnikov’s basic design is simplicity
turned into art. We tried to make things hard
on the rifle during testing, but in all honesty,
how do you abuse an AK? Not clean it? Get
it wet and dirty? Put sand and mud to it? It
laughs at things that would jam an FAL and
break an AR. But we tried anyway just to
check Arsenal Inc.’s workmanship. Fouled,
wet, muddy, and extremely overheated the
SA M-7 ran like a champ, voraciously
devouring 30 round mag after 30 round
mag. All we got for our trouble was wet and
muddy.

I came away impressed by Arsenal Inc.’s
SA M-7 rifle. It’s good looking, well made,
accurate, and reliable. The retail price of less
than $700 makes it all the more interesting.
There are a number of Kalashnikovs on the
market today, some of which are rather
shoddily put together. For someone inter-
ested in an attractive and well made
Kalashnikov, I recommend taking a look at
Arsenal Inc.’s SA M-7.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Federal Arms Corp.

(SA M-7 Rifles)
[800] 486-5971

Advanced Armament System
(Russian Camouflage And Assault

Vests)
[801] 302-0260

Dynamit Nobel RWS
(Norma Ammunition)

[201] 767-7971

Eldorado Cartridge Corp.
(PMC Ammunition)
[702] 294-0025

K-VAR
(AK Magazines, Parts and

Accessories)
[702] 364-8880

Sporting Supplies Int. Inc.
(Wolf Performance Ammunition)

[714] 635-4246
www.wolfammo.com
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Shooters and sportsmen can now view the full range of Lyman
and Pachmayr Products via our new website or 48 page color
catalogs. Both feature all of Lyman and Pachmayr’s exciting
new product lineup. Sign up for our $5,000 On Target
Sweepstakes. The new website www.lymanproducts.com also
interacts with Lymans other famous brand name products
including Pachmayr, TacStar Shotgun Accessories, Butch’s
Gun Care Products and A-Zoom Metal Snapcaps.

Catalog is free at your dealer or send $2.00 for Shipping &
Handling to Lyman. Please visit our new website

Lyman

Visit our 

New Website Lyman®
Dept. 998.   475 Smith St. Middletown, CT 06457

Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN

www.lymanproducts.com or www.pachmayr.com

2002

EXTENDED BARRELS FOR S&W 39/59 PISTOLS

Mail: 226 Williams Lane P.O. Box 299, West Hurley, New York 12491
Phone: 845-679-2417 • Toll-Free Fax: 877- GUNPART • Web: e-GunParts.com

Improve the accuracy of 
your pistol with extended
replacement barrels from 
Numrich Gun Parts Corporation.
These fully-finished, blued steel
barrels fit bushing type Smith & Wesson 
3rd Generation 9mm auto pistols.  They are available in the 5" 
extended length or the 4 1/2" extended & threaded version for accessories.

Order today, or inquire about the thousands of other
Smith & Wesson parts and accessories we handle, 
by contacting Numrich Gun Parts Corporation!

5" Extended Barrel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ITEM#VA730800 $66.90
4 1/2" Extended/Threaded Barrel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ITEM#VA730810 $72.05
Accessories for Threaded Barrel:
Thread Protector - Use when a 
muzzle accessory is not attached, 1/2 x 28 TPI  . . . . ITEM#VA78370 $4.85
Flashhider  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ITEM#VA78330 $7.25
Dummy Suppressor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ITEM#VA78350 $16.05



TO ENTER CONTEST: Use A postcard
(no envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send to
GUNS Magazine, GOM July, P.O. BOX 639033, San
Diego, CA 92163-9033. Entries must be received
before August 1, 2002.
Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
I participate in the following:
(A) Hunting
(B) Benchrest
(C) Fishing
(D) Competition
(E) Sporting Clays or Skeet
(F) Target

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.

To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws.

Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary. 
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

CIRCLE ANSWERS TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
(A)        (B)        (C)        (D)        (E)        (F)

IF I WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:

FFL Dealer

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #   (            )

Store Hours: ______________a.m. thru ______________p.m.
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You Can Win This

NAVY ARMS 
No.2 Creedmore Sharps!

There are many modern replicas of the famous 1874 side-hammer Sharps, but few
as distinctive in feel and appearance as the new Navy Arms No. 2 Creedmore. The
Creedmore is not heavy and clumsy as are many reproduction Sharps. The round,
tapered 30 inch barrel and slim forend place the point of balance right where it

should be in a good off-hand rifle — just at the front of the action. 
The double set triggers are a great aid to good shooting, as are the very fine sights

furnished with the Creedmore: a long-range vernier tang sight with windage adjust-
ment, a globe front sight with inserts and even a period correct open ladder sight
mounted on the barrel. Accuracy is assured by the careful attention given to the manu-
facture of the barrel itself. These barrels are hand straightened no less than three times
during the boring and rifling process.

A truly attractive rifle, the Creedmore wears gorgeous, richly grained walnut furniture with
good quality checkering at the wrist and forend. A wide flat shotgun-type butt makes recoil
comfortable even with heavy loads. Electroless nickel finish on the receiver not only looks
stunning, but resists corrosion when firing black powder cartridges. 

The Navy Arms No. 2 Creedmore is perfectly suited to Black Powder Cartridge Rifle
competition, long-range Cowboy Action side-matches and hunting, as well as being a fine
enjoyable rifle for an afternoon of recreational shooting. Check out the feature article on
this beautiful rifle on page 60. Saddle-up and visit your local dealer. If he doesn’t have one
of these on the shelf you can find more information by calling [201] 863-7100 or at Navy’s
Website: www.navyarms.com.
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S
pend enough time at the range
or the pistol matches and
you’ll learn to spot these guys.
They probably aren’t sporting
a $2,500 custom pistol from

some currently fashionable pistolsmith.
Dark and soft looking, their leather gear
shows the effects of long hours of use. 

These are the salty guys. Real pistol
shooters who have patiently honed their
skills over the years. Old timers of my
acquaintance refer to these guys as “gun-
snakes.” These are the men you don’t want
to shoot against for money — or your life.

Odds are they’ll sport a revolver. It may
be blue-worn and carry a bountiful collec-
tion of nicks and scratches, because it hasn’t
spent much time in the dresser drawer. Look
closely, and you’re likely to notice their
wheelgun wears a grip adapter.

That Hollow Feeling
Double-action revolvers — Colts, Smith

& Wessons and others — have a hollow
behind their trigger guards. Sure, you can
shoot them fine as is. But a far better grip is
achieved if you fill that hollow such that the
second finger carries a portion of the weight
of the gun. This can be done by ordering
custom stocks, and certainly many shooters
take this approach. But a better option in
several respects is the use of a grip adapter. 

Pachmayr, Mershon, and for a brief time
S&W, all offered grip adapters. While you may
still see these on vintage guns, they are no
longer commercially available. But the best of
the breed, the Tyler T-Grip, thankfully still is. 

Melvin Tyler introduced his T-Grip adapter
in 1952. Cast from pure No. 1 grade alu-
minum, it is significantly more durable than

the Pachmayr or Mershon equivalents. It also
feels better. Tyler’s design not only perfectly
fills that hollow behind the trigger guard, a
swell on the T-Grip gives a finger groove effect
for a more sure and comfortable grip.

Finger groove pistol stocks have been
made for ages, but unless made to your spe-
cific hand size, they tend to feel extremely
uncomfortable. I’ve seldom found a pair I
could tolerate. And yet I do not have that
objection with the T-Grip. The gentle swell
of Tyler’s design seems to accommodate a
wide range of hand shapes and sizes.

No Muss, No Fuss
The Tyler T requires no modification to

your revolver. If you’ve selected the correct
model, it will closely mate with the contour
of your revolver’s front strap, retained in
place by a pair of thin copper tabs. Simply
loosen your stock screw and draw the stocks
slightly away from the frame. Slip the tabs
between the frame and the stocks and tighten
your stock screw. It’s just that simple, and
takes only a moment. 

The Tyler T-Grip is made to fit all S&W
frame sizes, as well as the Colt “D”, “I” and
“J” frames. A special version is still in pro-
duction to fit the old pre-war Colt Police
Positive family with its very narrow frame.
Ruger revolvers built with a conventional
grip frame are not neglected. You can order
a Tyler adapter to fit the excellent Security
Six and Speed Six, as well as the Redhawk
with conventional frame. 

Available in three finishes, you can order
a T-grip to match or contrast with the finish
of your revolver. The black version is low-
profile and looks good on a blued gun. In my
experience, the finish holds up well to long
use. For your stainless or nickel plated guns,
there’s a brightly polished aluminum ver-
sion. For what John Taffin would describe as
a “barbecue gun,” you can order a snazzy
gold anodized version. 

A High-Speed Improvement
In slow-fire target work, you may not

find much to admire about the T-Grip. Yes,
it’s extremely comfortable and will help to
stabilize your grip, but you’re unlikely to
notice a night and day difference. The T-
Grip really comes into its own when you
turn to fast double-action work with a large
caliber wheelgun. 

You’ll find greatly improved control and
the revolver will tend to stay in place during a
fast string of fire — not bury itself deeper into
your grip. On hard kicking guns, the tendency
of the trigger guard to deliver a sharp rap to the
knuckle of your second finger will be gone.
Obviously these things are subjective, but I
find a revolver equipped with the T-Grip to be
significantly more pleasant to shoot. 

Carry Gun Perfect
Certainly these same advantages can be

had with a pair of rubber stocks from
Pachmayr, Houge, Uncle Mike’s, etc. These

70 GUNS MAGAZINEJULY 2002

CLASSIC ATTIRE:
TYLER’S T-GRIP

By Jim Gardner

Mershon and Pachmayr are gone, but the T-Grip remains.
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are all good and comfortable alternatives,
and for a recreational revolver I’ve used all
of the above with satisfaction. But for a
carry gun, the Tyler adapter is preferable for
a couple of reasons. 

First, Tyler adapters add no unnecessary
bulk to the revolver. My old shooting pard
Marc Halcon is certainly one of the saltiest
gunmen I’ve ever come across. Regardless
of whether or not he’s wearing a large gun,
Halcon is usually in possession of a S&W
Model 642. It wears a pair of smooth stocks
and — you guessed it — a Tyler T-Grip.

“It fills up that grip frame just where I need
it,” Halcon explained. “Rather than making
the grip larger and hampering concealability.”

Halcon’s little airweight J-frame .38 is
simple and businesslike. The internal hammer
and smooth contours allow it to slip easily into
a pocket. That’s the second advantage the T-
Grip holds over rubber grips for a carry gun. 

The manufacturers of these rubber stocks
have gone to a lot of trouble to produce a
product that feels slightly tacky in the hand.
Indeed, this makes them feel comfortable
and secure as you hold them in a firing grip,
and is one reason for their popularity.

That same slight stickiness makes them
less than ideal for concealed carry. They
tend to grab and tug on clothing, which
makes it more likely your concealed
revolver will “print” and show a telltale
bulge through your coat or vest. It can also
make your draw from holster or pocket a
little more difficult as fabric tends to cling to
the rubber stocks. In fairness, it should be
said that this tackiness of rubber stocks
diminishes as they age.

The Big Question
So if these Tyler T-Grips are so great,

why aren’t they better known? Frankly, they
have fallen out of fashion. They’re a relic
from the heyday of the revolver as the peace
officer’s handgun. It is also true that we
shooters are quick to fly to the newest
product on the market. And rubber stocks
have been the beneficiary of this attention
over the last decade or so. 

Although I’ve been an admirer and reg-
ular user of these for nearly 30 years, I was a
little surprised to learn recently that these
adapters were still commercially available.
Manufactured by a small, family-run busi-
ness, you’ll hear a genuine human being on
the other end of the line when you call [800]
654-8415 to place your order. Ask for Brian
or Anna and they will be happy to help you
order the correct model. Prices are reasonable
at $18 for the polished finish, $23 for either
the black or gold versions.

So there you have it. The Tyler T-Grip
installs easily, feels great, conceals well, and
improves your shooting. It’s a darn good old
fashioned product made right here in
America. It’s the right enhancement for your
classic sixgun, as only a soulless heathen
would put rubber stocks on a nice old Colt or
a classic Smith .38-44 Heavy Duty. Besides
— you’ll look salty.

$



available for sale as well as their picture
catalog of the various models and varia-
tions currently offered. 

The Ballard target and Schuetzen
rifles, often fitted with Pope’s superbly
accurate barrels, were considered to be the
crème de la crème of target arms during
the last quarter of the 19th century. What
Garbe shared with us was not one of his
splendid Ballards but the most nostalgic of
varmint rifles — a Winchester High Wall
fitted with a 28 inch full octagonal barrel,
a single set trigger, a Lyman 15x Super
Targetspot scope, and chambered for the
.225 Winchester cartridge. This is exactly
the type of rifle that first put varmint
hunting on the hunter’s map during the
1930s, and it is still the most elegant of all
small game rifles.

John Browning’s First
The 1885 Winchester High Wall action

was designed by John Moses Browning in
1878. Winchester acquired the patent and
manufacturing rights in 1883. The event was
a win-win for both parties. It established
Browning as a gun designer of note and
marked the beginning of a business relation-
ship that made millions for Winchester —
and still does.

Manufactured from 1885 to 1920, the
Model 1885 was offered in a variety of
models chambered in every rimfire and cen-
terfire cartridge of the era from the diminu-
tive .22 BB cap to the get your attention
.50-100 Express. The High Wall is a strong
action with the breechblock being supported
almost 100 percent by the high action walls.
The action was so well designed that it
easily made the transition from black
powder to smokeless powder and was fac-
tory chambered for modern cartridges such
as the .30-4 Krag, .303 British and the potent
.405 Winchester. Yet, it is a gracefully slim
action that can be the heart of the most ele-
gant of single shots.

Ballard’s recreation of the classic
single shot varmint rifle may very well be
the start of a trend I see coming — a
twinge of nostalgia in the varmint hunting
ranks. Specialized varmint model bolt
actions are now spread across every
maker’s lineup. In the single-shot lines,
pickings are pretty slim if you’re talking
about an elegant (and single-shots should
be elegant) single shot varmint rifle. Then
add a set trigger, an octagon or half-
octagon barrel, a classic Lyman or Unertl
target/varmint scope in external adjustable
mounts — now we’re talking.

Neglected Cartridge
While many shooters have never shot

or even seen a .225 Win., this rimmed
varmint cartridge introduced by
Winchester in the Model 70 in 1964 ran
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TWO SINGLE-SHOTS
continued from page 35

LaPrade Accessories for Glocks®

Replacement Mag Bodies for Glocks®
These are second generation drop-free mag bodies with a steel liner
and a plastic body like Glock® mags and our extended mags below.
These mag bodies are packed in a clear sealed bag with a copy of
the ATF letter allowing replacement mag bodies to be sold.
When ordering specify 15 or 17 round 9mm bodies or 13 or 15
round .40 S&W bodies (do not provide model numbers). Fax
after March 1st for availability of 10 mm and 45s.

Preban magazines for Glocks have become more expensive than
La Prade’s grandfathered 33 round 9mm, 29 round .40 caliber,
and 29 round .357 Sig magazines for Glocks. These magazines
are the only after market magazine for Glocks made identical to
a Glock magazine. They have the inner seal with a polymer exte-
rior and are drop free. These magazines are ideal for any place
you may need extra capacity like in a business, home or on the
seat of a car (where legal) when not carrying the pistol on your
body. All items shipped upon receipt of M.O. or certified check.

Extended magazines for Glock 9mm, 357, and .40 caliber also fits KelTek Arms items that
use Glock magazines.

Glock® Connector

3 1/2 lb trigger pull connector
$20.00 or  2 for $35.00

5 lb. trigger pull connector  
with a 3 1/2 lb. competition
connector.

33 Rd. 9 mm magazine for Glocks®...............................$90.00 
29 rd. 40 cal. or .357 cal. magazine for Glocks®.........$100.00

LaPrade Route 10, Box 240A-1HG, Tazewell, TN 37879 
Fax: (423) 733-2073

9mm & 40 cal. bodies $40; 10 mm & 45 cal. bodies $54. 
Sorry, no credit cards.
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head-on into Remington’s commercializa-
tion of the .22-250 in 1965 and never
received the popularity it should have had.
It is a remarkably accurate and well bal-
anced cartridge, and being rimmed, it is a
perfect complement to a single-shot rifle.
It many ways, the .225 case reminds me of
a .219 Zipper Improved, which was one of
the most popular rounds chambered in
original High Walls converted years ago
into classic varmint rifles. 

In the Ballard High Wall, Winchester
factory ammunition loaded with their 55
grain soft point averaged 3,444 fps and
made nice little 1/2 to 5/8 inch five-shot
groups at 100 yards. Yes, classic single
shot rifles do shoot. And set triggers like
Ballard’s that touch off at less than a
pound can be a tremendous asset in the
field as well as on the range. If I hand-
loaded the .225 Win., I’m sure the Ballard
High Wall could cut those factory ammu-
nition groups down a bit.

Optics As Classic As The Rifle
Ballard’s use of a full length tube

Lyman target/varmint scope on their High
Wall was no mistake. The optics offered by
those old scopes are simply brilliant. Old
scopes! Until the development of 15x plus
internal adjustable target scopes in the
1970s, the long Lymans and Unertls
reigned supreme. I still shoot a 11⁄2 inch
objective Unertl on a Model 70 Varmint in
.243. If you’ve never used one, the scope
tube, under recoil, actually slides forward
through the external adjustable mounts and
must be pulled back into battery with every
shot. Keeping the reticle of the scope prop-
erly aligned at right angles is accomplished
by a “Pope’s rib” — a rectangular rib on
the top of the scope tube that rides in a
close fitting slot in the front external
mount. The ultimate varmint scope of the
period was Unertl’s 2 inch objective scope.
Brilliant? You didn’t even need moonlight
to see through that scope.

Ballard’s recreation of the classic High
Wall varmint rifle left nothing to be desired
in terms of first rate custom gunsmithing. I
understand it’s going along with Steve
Garbe to chase rock chucks this spring. 

Indeed, fine guns are made to be used,
and their use in the field is the highest com-
pliment we can bestow on them. Beautiful
single shots like Ballard’s just add a bit of
class to the whole experience.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Lone Star Rifle Co.

[936] 856-3363 
www.lonestarrifle.com

Ballard Rifle, LLC
[307] 587-4914

www.ballardrifles.com

An American Classic still available!

KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913  
Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com

Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833 
Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046 

Made with Pride in the U.S.A.

Thompson 1927A-1
“Deluxe Semi-Auto”
Shipped with 30 round Stick magazine
* 10 round Drum magazine - optional*

Tommy Guns are banned in CA & CT.

®

™



will smooth up the action to a noticeable
degree. If still too stiff, a small shim washer
of leather fitted underneath the mainspring,
much as is done with SAA revolvers, will
lighten the mainspring and reduce the
cocking force as you lever the action. 

I demand a crisp, light trigger on my
rifles, and both of my ’73s have been
adjusted down to about 3 pounds. Again, this
is a simple job for a good gunsmith. 

Check the muzzle of your rifle. Most are
fine, but my .44-40 short rifle had a very
large and prominent dent in the crown. After
shortening the barrel slightly and
recrowning, groups shrank by nearly half. 

The biggest improvement required by
every Uberti ’73 I have seen is lightening the
lever safety spring. On unmodified rifles, the
lever will stand out from the lower tang by a
full 1/4 inch and will require considerable
force to squeeze the lever closed. This is a nui-
sance in slow fire and a real handicap during a
CAS match. The fix is simple if you are handy,
or cheap if you need to rely on your gunsmith.
Remove the buttstock, and grind the lever
safety spring narrower. If it doesn’t lighten suf-
ficiently, bend it slightly to reduce tension. The
“high-speed” types will tell you to just remove
the safety and its spring. This is unwise and
unnecessary. Just refit it so that only light pres-
sure is required to close the lever. 

Beyond these simple improvements, the
only other addition you may wish to make
to your rifle is a tang sight. The tang sight
offers greater precision by increasing the
sight radius, and yet is much faster in quick
shooting. It only suffers in very low light.
Marbles, Lyman and Uberti have reproduc-
tion tang sights available, and you may

have an original lying around in your kit. 
When first introduced, the 1873

Winchester was a fine rifle. It was more than
potent enough for most hunting needs. It
was accurate, reliable, flat and easy to carry.
Its magazine full of squat little cartridges
were a comfort to the man or woman who
spent their time alone and far from help. All
of these attributes are as true today as they
were in the 1870s, and Aldo Uberti’s 1873 is
a worthy inheritor of the legacy of this great
American firearm. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Cimarron F.A. Co.
[830] 977-9090

www.cimarron-firearms.com

E.M.F. Company
[949] 261-6611

www.emf-company.com

Navy Arms
[201] 945-2500

www.navyarms.com

Taylor’s & Company
[540] 722-2017

Uberti U.S.A.
[860] 435-8068
www.uberti.com
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UBERTI
continued from page 47

(Left To Right) Two rounds of .44 Henry
Flat, Winchester factory black powder .44
WCF, and current CAS type handloads. The
vintage style cartridge box is from
Cheyenne Cartridge Boxes: [816] 413-9196.



Double Rifle
From EAA

European American Arms is importing
the Model IZH94 Double Rifle for shooters
and hunters who appreciate Old World
classic design and performance at a reason-
able price. Key features include mono

New X-42 Field Knife
From SOG

Just announced is SOG's newest field
knife, much to the anticipation of the
outdoor sportsman. The X-42 Field Knife
combines a tough, BG-42 ball bearing
steel blade with aggressive thumb ridges,
contoured finger grips and a glass rein-
forced Zytel handle for one extremely for-
midable hunting knife. Contact SOG

Western Style Gun Cases
From JD Western Works

JD Western Works offers a complete line
of wool “carpet bag”
style Indian carrying
cases for rifles, shot-
guns and revolvers.
These beautifully hand
crafted cases feature a
lined wool padding
that may be removed
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Tracker Ghillie Suit
From Custom Concealment

The new
serape-style
Tracker Ghillie
suit from Custom
Concealment is
ideal for hunters
who require
effective cover
and comfortable
mobility. The suit
is vented for
comfort and it
virtually elimi-
nates the human
body form while the hunter pursues game.
Contact Custom Concealment, P.O. Box
455, Zanezville, OH 43207-0455, tele-
phone: [740] 453-3702, FAX: [740] 455-
3865, e-mail: cci@ghillie.com, Website:
www.ghillie.com

Pocket-Size Cleaning Kit
From Norton & Assoc.

The FieldKit is a
pocket-sized
cleaning kit for use
by hunters and
shooters. This handy
single-use kit con-
tains cleaning
patches, swab, patch
puller, bore cleaner
and lubricating oil.
Optional brush adapter and black syn-
thetic carry pouch with belt loop also
available. Kits are available for all cal-
iber handguns, rifles and shotguns.
Contact Norton & Assoc., 2991
Mountain Trace, Roswell, GA 30075,
telephone: [800] 792-8668, e-mail:
info@fieldkitproducts.com

Bull Packer 
Stock
From Butler Creek

Butler Creek’s
Bull Packer Stock is designed to be used
with the company’s range of .920" barrels
for the Ruger 10/22 rifle. Utilizing Butler
Creek’s patent-pending Cam-Lock system,
the Bull Packer Stock allows the shooter to
quickly detach the barrel from the receiver
by simply pulling the forearm down. Once

the barrel is
removed, the stock
folds to a compact 21
inches. Contact Buter Creek, a division of
Michaels of Oregon, P.O. Box 1690,
Oregon City, OR 97045, telephone: [503]
655-7964, FAX: [503] 655-7546, e-mail:
info@michaels-oregon.com, Website:
www.michaels-oregon.com

New Bolt-
Action Knife
From Myerco

Meyerco’s new Camp USA
Bolt Action knife is noted for its
rock solid locking strength.
Key features include 440 bead
blasted 3 inch stainless steel
blade, Fiberesin handle and stain-
less steel pocket clip. Choice of
honed, serrated or gut hook
blades. Gift boxed. Contact
Meyerco USA, 4481 Exchange
Service Dr., Dallas, TX 75236,
telephone: [214] 467-8949,
FAX: [241] 467-9241, e-mail:
meyerco@bnfusa.com,
Website: www.meyerco.com

finished hardwood Monte Carlo stock with
sling swivel studs. The receiver is grooved
for a tip-off scope mount. One-inch scope
rings are included. Contact Marlin, 100
Kenna Dr., North Haven, CT 06473-0905,
telephone: [203] 239-5621, FAX: [203]
234-7991, Website:
www.marlinfirearms.com

Model 17V Rifle
From Marlin

Marlin’s new Model 17V Varmint rifle
is a blued bolt-action repeater chambered
for the Hornaday .17 Magnum Rimfire car-
tridge. The 17V rifle has a heavy 22-inch
barrel, seven-shot clip and a walnut-

Specialty Knives, 6521 212th St., SW,
Lynwood, WA 98036, telephone: [425]
771-6230, FAX: [425] 771-7689, Website:
www.sogknives.com

block construction with machined receiver,
double triggers, walnut stock and forend,
automatic tang safety and hammer forged
barrels with extractor. Available in all pop-
ular calibers, including .223, 308 and .30-
’06. Contact European American Armory,
P.O. Box 1299, Sharpes, FL 32959, phone:
[321] 639-4842, FAX: [321] 639-7006, e-
mail: eaacorp@bv.net, Website:
www.eacorp.com

for dry cleaning. Additional customizing,
such as canvas pockets, tooled or custom-cut
leather and sewing in the owner’s initials, are

offered. For a free color
brochure, contact Jamie
Denton at JD Western
Works, P.O. Box 71,
Sedalia, CO 80135, tele-
phone: [303] 663-9175,
FAX: [303] 346-5922.
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Doc Holliday
Holster
From DeSantis

DeSantis has recreated the
ultimate western-style gen-
tleman’s holster and dedicated
it to legendary Old West gam-
bler Doc Holliday. The hol-
ster is crafted from fully lined
premium saddle leather,
accented by a handsome
hand-stamped traditional
frontier design. This slim line
holster accommodates all
single action revolvers with
barrel lengths from 31⁄2 inches
to 43⁄4 inches. Available in
right and left hand and cross
draw designs in tan or black.
Contact DeSantis, P.O. Box
2039, New Hyde Park, NY
11040-0701, telephone: [516]
354-8000, FAX: [516] 354-
7501, e-mail: contact@desan-
tisholster.com, Website:
www.desantisholster.com

New Benchrest Press
From Corbin

The S-Press is Corbin’s new preci-
sion all-steel reloading press designed
specifically for benchrest shooters.
Key features include Torrington

needle-bearing
linkage for smooth
operation, a hard-
ened and ground
alloy steel ram trav-

eling within bronze
bearings and a
strengthened auto-
matic ejection system
for swaging bullets
and making bullet
jackets. Contact
Corbin Mfg., P.O.
Box 2659, White
City, OR 97503.
Telephone: [541] 826-
2511, FAX: [541]
826-8669, e-mail:
dave@corbins.com,

Website: www.corbins.com

“Retumbo” Rifle
Powder
From Hodgdon

Hodgdon’s new
“Retumbo”
powder is
designed specifi-
cally for rifle
shooters using
high performance
cartridges like the
.300 Remington
Ultra Mag, .30-
378 Weatherby,
7mm Remington
Ultra Mag, 7mm
STW and others with
large capacity cases and small bores.
Shooters can expect up to 40-100 fps
more velocity than traditional
magnum powders, depending upon
choice of bullets and primers. Contact
Hodgdon Powder Co., P.O. Box 2932,
Shawnee Mission, KS 66201, tele-
phone: (913) 362-9455, FAX: (913)
362-1307, e-mail:
info@hodgdon.com, Website:
www.hodgdon.com

Engraved
Peacemaker
From Amer. Western Arms

American Western Arms
is now offering a stunning
hand engraved version of its
popular Colt Army Model
1873 revolver. The Model
1873 is available in the fol-
lowing calibers: .32-20,
.38/.357 Mag., .44-40, .44
Spl. and .45 LC. Barrel
lengths: 3.5, 4, 4.75 inches.
Contact Chris Harrison at
American Western Arms,
1450 SW 10th St., Ste.3B,
Delray Beach, FL 33444,
telephone: [561] 330-0556,
ext.101, FAX: [561] 330-
0881, e-mail: info@awa-
guns.com, Website:
www.awaguns.com

range concealment. At a longer distance, it
breaks up the human outline. Contact Aramalite,
P.O. Box 299, Geneseo, IL 61254, telephone:
[309] 944-6939, FAX: [309] 944-6949, e-mail:
info@armalite.com, Website: www.armalite.com

New Camouflage Rifles
From ArmaLite

ArmaLite introduces a new line of sporting
rifles in Realtree Hardwoods (pictured) and
Advantage Classics camouflage. Realtree
Hardwoods is a three dimensional camouflage
consisting of 13 natural colors and realistic
leaves and limbs with light to dark contrast.
The Advantage Classics pattern has detailed
leaves and limbs that offer excellent short

GunMantis Gun Case
From Brooks & Thomas

The GunMantis is an innovative new
fully-padded long gun carrying case with a
retractable leg system. The legs automati-
cally fold out when the case is set on its
end and  retract tightly against the case
when moved. The GunMantis is manufac-
tured from heavy 18-ounce cotton duck and

features leather handles and a hefty pack
cloth lining for maximum protection.
Available in 48 and 52 inch lengths.
Contact Rick Billingham at Brooks &
Thomas, P.O. Box 1209, Monument, CO
80132, telephone: [719] 593-9050, FAX:
[719] 593-9051, e-mail: sales@brook-
sandthomas.com, Website: www.brook-
sandthomas.com

Gunsmithing Old
West Guns
From Krause Publications

“Gunsmithing Guns of
the Old West” is a compre-
hensive 352-page softbound
reference book with detailed
instructions on repairing and
fine-tuning Old West
firearms. Authored by noted
gunsmith and firearms
restorer David Chicoine, the
book discusses common
gunsmithing tools, general
repair work and step-by-step
disassembly instructions on
more than 40 Old West
firearms and their modern
replicas. $27.94, plus $4
shipping and applicable
state sales tax. Contact
Krause Publications at [800]
258-0929, FAX: [715] 445-
4087, Website:
www.krausebooks.com
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Varmint 17 HMR Express
From Hornady Mfg.

The Varmint 17 HMR Express is a new
rimfire cartridge from Hornady designed
for the plinking and small game hunting.
The Varmint l7 HMR Express comfortably
delivers a flat trajectory at distances up to
200 yards at an eye-popping 2,550 fps. The
bullet also retains 45 percent higher
velocity at 200 yards than the fastest .22
WMR load currently available on the
market. Contact Hornady Mfg., P.O. Box
1848, Grand Island, NE 68802-1848, tele-
phone: [308] 382-1390, FAX: [308] 382-
5761, Website: www.hornady.com.

New “Police” Binoculars
From Steiner 

Steiner, one of Germany’s finest manu-
facturers of fine optics, has a
new line of law
enforcement and
tactical binoculars.
Marketed by
Pioneer
Research in
the USA, the
Police binocu-

lars are available in two powers (7x50 and
10x50) are housed in a black rubber-
armored shell and feature large objective
lenses and multi-coated optics on all air-to-
glass surfaces for a bright clear view in all
light level conditions. They are water-

proof, fog-proof and shockproof.
Contact Pioneer Research, 97 Foster

Rd., Ste.5, Moorestown, NJ 08057,
telephone: [856] 866-9191, FAX:
[856] 866-8615, Website:

www.steinerbinoculars.com

The “Scallion” Folder
From Kershaw Knives

Master designer Ken Onion
has created the Scallion com-
pact folder for Kershaw
Knives. The Scallion features
Kershaw’s patented Speed-
Safe torsion bar technology
for smooth assisted opening.
The 440A stainless serrated
stainless steel blade measures
21⁄4 inches. The synthetic
handle is made from injec-
tion-molded Polyamide.
Comes with removable
pocket clip. Available with
either a plain or partially ser-
rated blade. Contact Kershaw
Knives, 25300 SW Parkway
Ave., Wilsonville, OR 97070,
telephone: [503] 682-1966,
FAX: [503] 682-7168, e-

mail:kershaw@ker-
shawknives.com, Website:

www.kershawknives.com

New AccuPoint Rifle scopes
From Trijicon

Trijicon’s new AccuPoint rifle scopes are designed to assist
hunters in all light conditions. The triangle-shaped tritium reticle operates effec-
tively in low light conditions and the fiber optic light collector automatically
adjusts the brightness of the aiming point to existing light conditions. Available in
3-9x40 and 1.25-4x24 models. Contact Trijicon, P.O. Box 930059, Wixom, MI
48393-0059, telephone: [248] 960-7700, FAX: [248] 960-
7725, e-mail: info@trijicon.com,
Website: www.trijicon.com

Premium Gun 
Cleaning Kit
From Hoppe’s

Hoppe’s new Premium Gun Care
Cleaning Kit is range-ready with
everything needed for firearms
maintenance in the field. Packaged
in a roomy soft-sided carrying case,
the Premium Kit contains: Hoppe’s
No.9 aerosol solvent, Hoppe’s lubri-
cating oil, three-piece solid brass
cleaning rod with three slotted
ends and two adaptors, five phos-
phor bronze cleaning brushes,

All-Weather Binoculars
From Swift Instruments

Swift Instruments has three new all-
weather roof prism binoculars, designed to
perform in adverse conditions in the field.
The compact, lightweight Trilyte is offered
in two powers (8x25 HCF and 10x25 HCF)
and the nitrogen purged and fog proof
Audubon (pictured) in 8.5x,44 HCF. All

three are rubber armored and
feature twist-up eyecups
with click-stop action on
the right diopter for pre-
cise focusing. Contact
Swift Instruments, 952
Dorchester Ave., Boston,
MA 02125, telephone:
[617] 436-2960, FAX:
[617] 436-3232, e-mail:
info@swiftoptics.com,
Website:
www.swiftoptics.com

New 
Shooting 
Cart
From Rugged Gear

Rugged Gear’s new
Sporting Cart is the per-
fect accessory for sporting
clays and target shooters.
The Sporting Cart carries
one or two uncased or
soft-cased shotguns and
can be reconfigured for
long guns and handguns.
The main shell compart-
ment accommodates up to
15 boxes of shotgun
shells, with a handy dual
pouch for immediate use.
The lower  storage area is for accessories like shooting
bags, small cooler, scorecard clipboard and ear and eye
protectors. Endorsed by sporting clays, skeet and
Masters Cup champion Bobby Fowler, pictured.
Contact Bruce Kelly at Rugged Gear, 32588 477th
Ave., Elk Pt., SD 57025, telephone: [605] 356-2491,
FAX: [605] 356-3135, e-mail: sales@ruggedgear.com,
Website: www.ruggedgear.com

phosphor  bronze utility brush, silicone
cleaning cloth and assorted cleaning
patches, bore light, 12 x 36-inch cleaning
mat and Hoppe’s Guide to Gun Care
instruction booklet. Contact Hoppe’s, a
division of Michaels of Oregon, Airport
Industrial Mall, Coatesville, PA 19320,
telephone: [610] 384-6000, FAX: [610]
857-5980, e-mail: sales@hoppes.com,

Website: www.hoppes.com
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ACCESSORIES

Concealment Products. Fanny packs, holsters,
gun purses. Free catalog. 1-800-944-7717.
www.kgproducts.com

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites: 
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

A FULL RANGE OF GUN ACCESSORIES, CLIPS,
GRIPS, CLEANING SUPPLIES, STRIPPER CLIPS,
LASER SIGHTS, MILITARY MANUALS, CHOKE
TUBES. WWW.GUNSUPPLYDEPOT.COM

AMMUNITION

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2001 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

2001. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.

JULY 2002

ACCESSORIES

TEXAS GUNSLINGER

2”

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H  S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806 

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

(714) 634-9254 FAX: (714) 634-9382www.techplate.com

Sportsman Steel Safes

“They have the lowest prices in the world!”
Eric Bryan - Customer

• Life Time Warranty

• 2300º Ceramic Fire
Proofing

• Sargent & Greenleaf
Locks

• Cut out Middleman -
Factory Direct

Special Forces III
63x30x22
$749.95

Special Forces 38
63x38x22
$899.95

Call for a Free Brochure
1.800.266.7150

6311Paramount Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805

www.sportsmansteelsafes.co

ACCESSORIES

PROMAG

3”

ACCESSORIES

MERNICKLE

3”

BH225-2
$199.95

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather

410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434  Fax: 956-712-8330

“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com

Send $3 for color brochure

100%
American
made  indi-
vidually
hand-crafted
made from
the finest
vegetable
tanned
leather

ONLY
$229.95

THE RINGO
MODEL
BH225

Each rig is
custom
made, fully
lined and
available
in Natural
Russet,
Dark
Chestnut
and Black

Black Hill
Leather
fashion their
holsters after
those worn in
the late 1800’s

AMMUNITION

CORBIN

3”
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small
business. Grants/loans to $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

COLLECTORS

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM
PERCHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITA-
NIUM POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS,
100’s of chemicals, WATERPROOF FUSE,
PAPER TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE
GRENADES, NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO
BOOKS, VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS!
LAB ACIDS, SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE,
“GREAT PRICES” BULK DISCOUNTS. CAT-
ALOG $3.00: PYROTEK, P.O. BOX 300,
SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656. (570)256-3087.
WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

BLACKIE COLLINS TOTERS- Best quality blue
jeans designed to “tote” hand guns. Also has sepa-
rate knife pocket. www.blackiecollins.com, 1-866-
455-1327.

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED F IREARMS,  IMPERIAL
SIZING DIE WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST
OR SEE WEBSITE www. jcunard.com. J .
CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O.  BOX 755G,
NEWARK,  OH 43058 -0755 ,  EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch”
illustrated mail order catalog $5, subscription
$35. We buy collections. Consignment, auction,
appraisal. Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040,
Lenexa, KS 66285. Jim Supica, President.
(913)492-3000.

Non-resident Nevada Concealed Firearm
Permits. Valid in several states, Check our web-
site for information on permits and machineguns
for sale. www.thegunstorelasvegas.com. Visiting
Las Vegas? Try a machinegun in our indoor
range. THE GUN STORE Las Vegas, Nevada
(702) 454-1110.

GUNSMITHING

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORDS

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and
Investigation Equipment $2., IPEC Department
G701, P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

W. Hock Hochheim’s  Hand,  St ick ,  Kni fe ,
Gun  Comba t  Tra in ing  and  CLOSE
QUARTER COMBAT MAGAZINE.  A l so
Semina rs ;  V ideos ;  Books ;  Manua ls .
www.HocksCQC.com. 706-866-2656.

CONCEALED WEAPONS License
Identification Badge. Finest quality, made to
order with your License Number; name
optional. Catalog with or without CD Rom sup-
plement - Free. Seven Seas, 824 Symphony
Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach, Florida
33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)

OPTICS

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US
Night Vision Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite
#103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626.
Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches.  Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists.  BPEC Department G302,
BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California  92552-7240.

REAL ESTATE

SURVIVAL

VIDEOS

INSTRUCTION

PROBE, INC

2”

INSTRUCTION

GLOBALINVESTIGATION

1”

INSTRUCTION

AGI

1”

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing InstituteAGI

800-797-0867

Fast and Easy 
At Home Video Instruction

Be A 
Gun Repair

Professional

For Free Information Call!

#GPC

Learn to repair and customize 
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

100% Guaranteed!

Old West Reproductions,™ Inc.
Frontier Leather and Accessories from 1849-1900

446 F lorence South Loop,  Dept .  G702
F lorence MT  59833 • (406)  273-2615

w w w. o l d w e s t r e p r o d u c t i o n s . c o m

Catalog

$5.00

• Authentic
leather gear
for the cowboy
action shooter
and historian       

• Custom work    
is always 
available

• Holsters 
starting at $65,
belts, $60

The Firearms Marketing Group is pleased to 
announce our NEW Web Site advertising program. 

We are now offering advertisers the opportunity 
to reach on-line sportsmen and gun enthusiasts 

in three distinct categories:

Contact Information:
FMG Advertising Representative

Hollis Grdina
Toll-free: 888-732-6461 • Fax: 619-297-5353

email: hollisgrdina@yahoo.com

l
l
l

GENERAL INTEREST FIREARMS
HANDGUNS
FIREARMS BUSINESS



ORDER BY FAXORDER BY FAX
GUNS MAGAZINE

all year for only $19.95
GUNS MAGAZINE

all year for only $19.95
When you want the latest news on gadgets, guns
and gear - turn to GUNS Magazine every month.

❑ 1 Year $19.95 ❑ 2 Years $34.95 ❑ 3 Years $46.95
(Single copy $47.40) (Single copy $94.80)                          (Single copy $142.20)

Outside U.S. add $15 per year. Allow 4-6 weeks delivery.Or Mail to:
GUNS MAGAZINE

591 Camino de la Reina,
Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92102

HA5-GS001

❑ Bill my MC/Visa/Discover No. 
Exp. Date Initial ❑ Check/MO Enclosed (only if mailing)

Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
E-mail Address 

TO ORDER BY FAX, SEND TO: (619) 297-5353
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Ajax Custom Grips . . . . . . . . .58
American Sales & Mfg.  . . . . .63
American Western Arms  . . . .53
AO Safety Peltor  . . . . . . . . . . .6
Auto-Ordnance  . . . . . . . . .58,73
Bagmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
Baird  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73
Bond Arms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
Browning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C3
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J.A. Ciener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
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Crimson Trace Corp.  . . . . . . .31

Cylinder & Slide . . . . . . . . . . .58
DeSantis Holster  . . . . . . . . . .53
El Paso Saddlery  . . . . . . . . . .73
A.G. English  . . . . . . . . . . . . .63
Flash Dist.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
Franklin Mint  . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
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Hellstorm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Jantz Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Knife Outlet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81
LaPrade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
Lee Precision . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
Legendary Arms  . . . . . . . . . .63
Lyman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
Mag-na-port Int’l  . . . . . . . . . .66

Magnum Research  . . . . . . . .C4
Millett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
Mitchell’s Mausers  . . . . . .22,30
MTM Molded Products  . . . . .22
Navy Arms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Numrich Gun Parts  . . . . . . . .67
Pearce Grip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73
Savage Arms  . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
Shoot Magazine . . . . . . . . . . .66
Shooters Choice  . . . . . . . . . .52
Shooters Online . . . . . . . . . . .58
S & K Scope Mounts  . . . . . . .63
Springfield Inc.  . . . . . . . . .24,25
Stoney Point Products  . . . . . .74
Sturm Ruger & Co.  . . . . . . . .C2
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Thompson/Center Arms . . . . . .7
Winchester/
U.S. Repeating Arms . . . . .14,15
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or more, however except for their height
there’s nothing particularly noticeable about
them. Both men have shoulders too narrow for
their bodies; both men have very sparse cov-
ering on top of their heads. They don’t look
like men of courage if there is such a look. 

Jim’s wife was confined to bed for three
years. She could not move unless he lifted her
in and out. He had to do literally everything
for her. As a man who was in business for
himself, he had nothing to fall back upon, and
his business suffered tremendously. He was
also not a young man, and those years took
their toll. One year after the death of his wife,
I attended Jim’s funeral. He gave all he had.

Don’s situation began 15 years ago. His
wife was confined to a wheelchair and he was
able to adapt much of their home so she could
still function. However, as her condition wors-
ened Don found himself in the same situation
as Jim. He has literally spent his life meeting
this challenge. Both of these men have exhib-
ited tremendous courage and character.
Should anyone asked for the definition of
what it really means to be a man I would point
to Jim or Don. And one characteristic that both
of these men exhibited is the fact that neither
one ever complained about the fortune Life
has dealt them. They simply did the right thing
— quietly, calmly, patiently.

This is not a situation unique to men. In
fact, it is probably women who are most likely
to find themselves caring for their spouse.
Laura is such a lady. This little woman is now
in her 80s and though very feminine on the
outside she is tough as nails when she has to
be. I’ve never seen a ranch wife who wasn’t. 

Her husband, Glen, was a third generation
rancher, and she spent most of her life cooking
for the ranch hands as well as taking care of
the endless list of tasks that must be accom-
plished to keep a ranch going. Winters are also
extremely tough on the high prairie plateau of
southwestern Idaho, and Laura weathered
them with never a complaint. Glen was a very
special man in many ways not the least of
which is the fact that he saved my oldest
daughter’s life when she was just a young girl.
You don’t forget things like that.

A few years back Glen fell and suffered a
tremendous blow on the head. He stayed with
ranching but he never quite got over that injury,
and his health deteriorated rapidly. Two years
ago, Laura found herself in the same situation
as Jim and Don. Glen lasted for a year and a
half with Laura always at his side. On one of
my visits to him I took a copy of my second
book and autographed it to him. He clutched it
to himself as though it was gold. We were
friends. This past Thanksgiving, as a group was
sharing their blessings, Laura said she was so
thankful and so privileged to be able to care for
Glen during those 11⁄2 years. And she meant it!
What tremendous courage and character.

None of us know what lies ahead, but we
do know that we will face changes and chal-
lenges. May real courage and character be your
hallmark through every situation.
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CAMPFIRETALES
BY JOHN TAFFIN

Life consists of a long series of changes and challenges.
Challenges, if not too tough, I can readily handle. But
change is difficult and I must admit I fight most of it.

Actually change and challenge usually go hand-in-hand. The
great changes in firearms over the past 25 years have been a
real challenge for me to accept and I am not totally there yet. 

On a higher plane, think of some of the life changing
situations that happen to all of us in turn. There is that
painful day when we realize we are no longer a kid and
that we must follow the time-honored instruction: “When
I was a child, I spoke as a child; but when I became a man,
I put away childish things.” I must admit that this has been
a never-ending battle for me. As for most of us, there are
still childish things I like to hold on to. 

Then there is that even more painful and stressful time
when we finally realize we are no longer invincible. As
teenagers we know everything, we can handle anything, and
as far as we are concerned, we will live forever. Nothing can
stop us. And then there comes the day we must admit to
mortality. Some of the important people in our life add to
this stress. Remember walking out of the office of the
doctor, dentist, or eye doctor after first hearing those
crushing words, “At your age...?”  Challenges all — and all
require commensurate changes in our lifestyle. 

A not so wise man once said, “You cannot teach an old
dog new tricks.” He obviously did not know very many
old dogs. If we don’t learn new tricks we don’t survive and
this old dog has been learning new tricks rapidly lately. As
this is being written, it has been six weeks since my wife,
Dot, underwent hip replacement surgery. She fought it as
long as she could, and even after she made the decision she
tried to back out. However, the last two weeks before sur-
gery the pain had become so inescapable there was no way
she could opt out. Now she is doing fine though still on a
walker. However, that will soon end and she will be better
than ever and our life will be back to normal. 

I always thought I appreciated her, but I never realized
how much until suddenly I had to do all the housework.
The cleaning. The cooking. The dishes. The washing. The
drying. The folding. The sweeping. And I want to tell you,
I do not care what women may say, housework is definitely
not all the fun it is cracked up to be, and it never ends! 

I work hard at shooting, writing, reloading, taking pic-
tures, and yes I know that many would not consider this
work. It definitely is and what shows up as the finished
product is really only a small portion of what I do.
However, I can work to my own schedule and can take a
break whenever I want to. But housework never stops! 

In addition to this I’ve also had to help Dot with virtu-
ally everything, especially during those first few weeks.
Not only have I had to change and face new challenges,
along the way I’ve also gained considerable new respect
for Jim and Don. They have faced tremendous changes
and challenges in their lives, and I have suddenly realized
how much real courage and genuine character these men
not only possess but exhibit every day in a situation that
has absolutely no glory attached to it. You see, both of
these men have had to do for years what I have faced for
only a few weeks.

Both of these are large — not just in the strength of their
character, but physically as well. They each stand at 61⁄2 feet

continued on page 81
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CHANGES & 
CHALLENGES:
Courage And Character
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