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it's About Time

Just finished reading “Smacking Steel”
in your March issue. Thank you for finally
publishing worthwhile info on long-range
handgunning. | hope that you will have more
such articles in the very near future.

| get extremely tired of gun writers brag-
ging about their 4-inch groups at 15 yards or
even worse, ashamed to state that the group
realy was at 15 yards. I'll be watching
GUNS Magazine for more such useful and
interesting articles.

Rick Kelter

Castaic, Calif.

Sizing Up Lyman's Service

| feel compelled to write you to relate a
recent experience I've had with Lyman
Reloading Products.

While handloading a batch of .45 ACP,
| experienced a structural failure of my
carbide sizeing die. The carbide ring stuck
to a case and came completely out of the
die body. After contacting Lyman and
explaining that the die was over 20 years

old, and had probably processed more than
50,000 rounds of ammunition, | sent the
die to them for examination. With this
degree of usage on a product | did not
have any great expectation of replace-
ment. However, about two weeks later |
received a package from Lyman contain-
ing a new die body. | would like to pub-
licly commend and recommend Lyman
Products for their customer support in this
age of buyer-beware economics.

Thanks!

George Powers,

Denver, Colo.

Unintentional Wildlife Photo

Thank you for a fine publication. It is
aways interesting, informative and well
worth the cover price. | had to drop you a
note to comment on Ichiro Nagata's photo
of the Kimber Varminter in the March issue,
pages 44 & 45. Thisis a stunning shot of an
impressive rifle. | think that even the fly on
the barrel was smitten!

Ken

Walnut Creek, Calif.

Service Does Sell

About 18 months ago | purchased a set of
electronic ear muffs from Dillon Precision.
A few weeks ago, while at therange, | heard
the thud my ear muffs made when they were
knocked/wind-blown/somethinged to the
concrete firing line. The electronics were
just fine but the plastic stud that the frame
mounts to was broken.

| called Dillon and informed them this
happened well past the 12-month warrantee
on the ears, at which point they issued me a
Return Authorization number. Less than 10
days later | received a completely new set of
ears aswell asthe batteries| left in the dam-
aged pair. | have used Dillon’s products for
over 15 years now and they just, once again,
reminded me why.

Joe Woolley

Houston, Texas

Don't Try This In Your 10-22

| just wanted to leave a quick note
telling you how much | enjoyed reading
your test of the Russian's new AN-94
Nikonov (GUNS March ' 02).

The review was very interesting and
well done but | would really like to see a
ballistics review of this 5.54 x 39 mm car-

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to:
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108.

Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com
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LETTERS TO GUNS

tridge. This ammo has sparked my curios-
ity and | am hoping that maybe some U.S.
manufactures will develop a sport semi-
auto or even a bolt action, It would be fun
to see an AR-15 conversion in this caliber
or maybe Ruger will take the Mini 14 or
10-22 to this round. Even a nice little bolt
action would be a sweet little small game
and varmint popper.

Anyways, thanks for the article. It's fun
to see how the future is going to change the
way things work.

Kim Whipple

Viae-mail

Toothless Goohers?

Re: “Airport Security, et a [sic], post
9/11" in the April issue: Mas, you realy
ought to stick to what you do best, which is
writing about guns, and lay off the social
commentary. Your comments about the “fat
cat” pistol owner with his “carry permit
bought in a ‘discretionary’ state” could just
as well have been made about toothless
goobers and shall-issue states. Might that
have offended too many readers?

| don't want to be on an airplane with
either. Or, for that matter, with the fellow
from our home state who was arrested at a
metal detector at Logan Airport with a .22
pistol in his pocket, claiming he had “forgot-
ten(?1?)” he had put it there.

William Politt

Viae-mail

Ryoob replies:

While most “shall issue” states have
some sort of training or competency require-
ment for a carry permit, many “discre-
tionary” states do not. Too often, anti-gun
politicians and the police chiefs they appoint
have used their “discretion” to limit the
issuance of permits to wealthy people with
political connections regardliess of compe-
tence, hence the “fat cat” comment.

For good or ill, the arming of good peo-
ple on board commercial aircraft, including
even airline personnel who have passed the
rigid psychological testing and intensive
firearms training recommended by the
Airline Pilot’'s Association, has become a
political football. Thus we can’t discuss this
important firearms-related issue without

crossing over the border into social
™

commentary.

GUNS MAGAZINE



SureFire.
Man’s Second Best Friend.
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frees up his hands. One that has the power to blind an attacker. He needs a buddy like Surefire.
Whicthes you'r an afficer conducting a midnight search o 8 homeowner imvestigating the sound o
briéaking glass, you niskd a lght on your guen. An ambidextrous weapon-mounted light lets you keep
one hand on your finearm, leaving the other tree to perform critical tasks. Like dialing 9-1-1,
Shielding a child. Confroling a dog. Shepherding someone 1o salety.

You need a friend in the dark. You need a SureFire Handgun WeaponLight.
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LONGEVITY AND STORAGE OF

COMPONENTS AND AMMO

e are often asked if it is safe to use
WOId primers, powder or ammo.
Maybe there is an innate cheap
streak in we shooters because it's hard to
pass up a bargain or to throw out ammuni-
tion or components even if they are ancient.
Not long ago a buddy came to me with a
powder that had been discontinued for at
least 20 years. He was so proud of the bar-
gain he got that he didn’t question whether
the powder was any good or redlize that
loading data might be unavailable. A look
and a sniff pronounced the powder safe. If it
is not discolored or lumped up and doesn’t
smell bad, it is likely to be just fine. If the
powder has an unusual or acrid odor it
should be avoided. The secret to longevity in
powder is storage. We aretold to keep itin a
cool, dry place and that’s right — although
cool doesn't mean refrigerated. Just don’t
store it in the attic or anywhere exposed to
wide temperature swings. Loading data is
another matter... he'll need to turn up some
equally old manuals. Just because something
is abargain doesn’t always mean it's a good
deal, but properly stored smokeless powder
will keep amost indefinitely.
In the old days, there weren't seals on the

tops of powder cannisters as there are today.
So technically, an old can of powder is an
open container and may not contain what the
label says. It isall but impossible to identify
powder by appearance, but if the powder in
the can is extruded and the label says it
should be ball type, it might be best to pass
up that bargain. We are always warned to
return powders to their original container
when we're loading, and we sure hope the
person selling the powder did just that.

You don't see ancient primers offered
very often. They used to come in little wood
trays. And though | wanted to show onein a
picture, | couldn’t find one. | suppose that is
because most of us use them up fairly fast.
My practice is to use the oldest first and not
order more until I’'m close to running out.
But as far as storage is concerned, primers
also keep indefinitely with proper storage.
And proper storage is aso cool and dry. But
since primers are not packed in an airtight
container, we need to consider atmospheric
conditions as well. I’'m not sure that normal
variations in humidity are much of a con-
cern, but constant storage in extremely high
humidity might warrant the precaution of
storage in an airtight container such as a Gl
ammo can. It would also be

best to avoid open storagein a
shop where lots of volatile sol-
vents or paints are used.

| don’t know about you, but
| see more old ammo than | do
old loading components. That
doesn’t seem unreasonable but
the variety can be confusing.
We can divide anmo into two
categories: military and com-
mercial, and even further by
where it was made: the U.SA.
or anywhere else in the world.
With no disrespect to the rest
of the world, we colonists do
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not aways know much about ammo pro-
duced elsewhere. It really isn’t unusual to see
imported military ammo in packages that are
unmarked or are labeled in a foreign lan-
guage. We can usualy identify the caliber
without too much trouble, but we know noth-
ing about what'sinside. I’ m thinking primar-
ily about corrosive primers. The American
shooter hasn't had to worry about that for a
couple of generations — so there are surely
some of you who have never seen a gun
ruined with them. The problem isthat thereis
no way we can tell by looking whether the
primer is harmful or not. The best suggestion
| can make is that if it does not prominently
say non-corrosive either on the package or
the advertisement, I'd assume that the
primers are corrosive. | see ads al the time
for surplus ammo at good prices, so we just
need to be sure of what we're buying. That
doesn’'t mean that the ammo isn't any good,
just that if it is corrosive we must apply suit-
able cleaning practices.

Very little American commercial ammu-
nition made after the 1930s has corrosive
primers, but the really old boxes of ammo
may be worth more as a collector’sitem so it
isn't too likely to find super bargains on old
sporting ammunition. But thereis still quitea
bit of surplus American military ammunition
out there — sometimes at bargain prices. By
tradition, American military ammunition is
headstamped with an abbreviation for the
manufacturer and the last two digits of the
year made. For example, an LC 85 head-
stamp tells you it was made at Lake City
Army Ammunition plant in 1985. Our Gl
ammunition has not been loaded with corro-
sive primers for many years, so if you see Gl
ammo loaded after 1955, it is non-corrosive.
But anything prior to that probably is. Once
more, that doesn’t mean it can’t be used. But
proper cleaning is mandatory. One exception
is .30 Carbine ammunition, which was never
loaded with corrosive primers.

But if we consider buying old ammunition
of any type, we must inspect it carefully.
Serious discoloration is an almost sure indica
tion that the ammo has been exposed to con-
ditions of storage that weren't too good. It
isn't unusual to find “season cracks’ in case
necks of really old ammo, and even the condi-
tion of the box may be informative. The same
istrue for things like powder cans. The use of
plastic containers is a fairly recent develop-
ment, so if an old can is rusty that's pretty
strong evidence of less than idedl storage.

I’'m as anxious as the next guy to save
money, but sometimes | have to curb my
enthusiasm when a really good deal comes
along. There may be a fine reason for the

seller’swillingness to give me such
abargain. 5

GUNS MAGAZINE
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Your Chance To Win
And Own The Best...
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NENSIENTIMASTER

Lee Deluxe Pistol Dies

andloaders today are blessed with a
H staggering variety of really excellent

equipment. At first glance, it may
seem as if items such as reloading presses
and die sets have evolved about as far as
they are likely to. But despite this, our man-
ufacturers continualy strive to upgrade and
improve their product lines. One of the most
tireless innovators is Lee Precision.

Lee recently announced a new Deluxe
Pistol Die set. It consists of Lee's aready
highly regarded carbide die set for straight-
wall pistol cartridges with the addition of the
Lee Factory Crimp Die. There is a lot of
really clever engineering in these dies, and if
you are not presently using Lee pistol dies,
you should consider trying a set. Want afew
examples of this good engineering?

The first is Lee's unbreakable decapper.
The decapper is designed to displace instead
of bresking if it encounters unusua resis-
tance, like a berdan primed case. Anyone
who has broken their last decapping pin the
night before a match knows what a blessing
this will be. As if that weren’t enough, the

seating die utilizes afree-float-
ing sleeve to assure proper
bullet alignment; all lock rings
and other adjustments require
no wrenches or pliers to
adjust; and lastly, Lee includes
a shell holder with the die set.

Lee'sFactory Crimp die has
become extremely popular, and
with good reason. It eliminates
the well-known problems that
can be encountered when sest-
ing and crimping in one opera-
tion as with old fashioned three
die sets. In addition, the
Factory Crimp die actualy
sizes the loaded round to proper dimensions,
eliminating any wrinkle or bulge that might
otherwise prevent it from properly chamber-
ing. Many competitive shooters utilize the
Lee Factory Crimp die for just this reason,
and they don’t miss those random bad car-
tridges one hit!

Like all of Lee's products, the Deluxe
Pistol Die set is priced right, at only $42.98.

BY JM GARDNER

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Lee Precision
[262] 673-3075
www.leeprecision.com

- lmss Dy Film Lidbiesy

Gun Juice

vl e

Use Microlon Gun Juice in place of extends barrel life, smooths
normal gun oil. But it's not an oil at all ... operation and prevents rust and
it's a metal treatment that treats the corrosion. And it will not attract
inside of your barrel and leaves behind ~ damaging dirt, dust or grit.

a long lasting dry-film super lubricant.
Gun Juice increases muzzle velocity ,
improves accuracy (tighter groupings),

Call TOLL FREE at
1-800-962-4152

for the dealer nearest you.
Or check our website at

www.microlon.com
Dealer inquiries welcome.

It may just be the difference you need.

©2002 Microlon Corporation. All rights reserved.
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- ke
Marlin Upgrades From =
Wild West Guns

utside of the good folks at thefactory ~ really not bad.
Oin North Haven, Conn., probably no  Installing the

one knows as much about Marlin
rifles as Jm West of Wild West Guns in
Anchorage, Alaska. The Wild West “Co-
Pilot” — a short, handy, Marlin 1895 in .45-
70 fitted with ghost ring sights, lever opened
for glove use, and a crisp trigger, plus modi-
fied into a takedown for ease of transport —
has received rave reviewsfrom all who test it.

After building a boatload of custom
Marlins, West has a great respect for the
basic design, but there are two areas that
could use improvement. He now offers two
custom components that would benefit any
Marlin, custom or not.

Thefirst isthe “Trigger Happy” kit. Like
most modern production firearms, the Marlin
leverguns frequently suffer from a heavy,
creepy trigger that is not conducive to good
shooting. The Trigger Happy kit isasimple,
user-installable replacement that will greatly
improve the stock Marlin trigger. | took an
old Marlin .444 from my safe and weighed
the stock trigger. At 4.25 pounds, it was

Trigger Happy kit
was a breeze,
requiring less than
10 minutes. After
working the action &
to seat the new @
parts, the trigger
was found to weigh
a delightful, crisp 3 &
pounds. The Wild '™
West trigger also *
eliminates that
annoying flop that
characterizes  the
stock Marlin two-piece trigger. Price for the
Trigger Happy kit is $89.

The other new component from Wild
West is the “Bear Proof” gjector. It incorpo-
rates a couple of subtle enhancements, but
the biggest improvement is that the ejector
spring is made in one piece with the gjector.
West has seen recurring problems with the
stock ejector in the heavy caliber Marlins,

BY JM GARDNER

and this new component was designed to
withstand all the abuse you can dish out. At
$25, it's areal bargain.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Wild West Guns
[907] 344-4500

www.wildwestguns.com

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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Steiner Predator
Binoculars

K, I confess, I'm a sucker for good
O“glass." It'sjust that | spent so much

time using poor quality bargain
riflescopes and binoculars that | really
appreciate the performance difference that
can be had by selecting better quality optics.
There seemsto be agreater variety than ever
of high-quality optical gear. One specimen
I’ve tested recently that definitely falls into
the high-quality category is Steiner’s 10x42
“Predator” binoculars.

These glasses feature a comfortable,
ergonomically designed rubber armored
exterior, with grasping ribs for a secure pur-
chase. The objectivelens covers are attached
to the binoculars, but may be removed in an
instant. In fact, this same quick-detachable
mounting system is used for the binocular
strap as well. It's a clever and very handy
feature. Weight is 1 pound, 10 ounces, and
the dimensions are roughly 6 inches tall by
4.5 inches wide.

The diopter adjustment is mounted on the
left barrel and is sufficiently rigid that it is
unlikely to be moved by accident. Focussing

S hot

S how

isviaa center mounted wheel
and impressed me as being
the fastest, most responsive
such system I’ve used. Until
you get used to it, itiseasy to
overrun the desired focus, but
after a few moments you'll
feel right at home. | spent a
lazy quarter hour watching a
red-tailed hawk thermaling
over a nearby canyon, and
had no trouble keeping himin
crisp focus.

In addition to all of these
good features, the Predators
feature a proprietary lens
coating that is designed to
make it easier to spot game. |
can't speak to the effective-
ness of that, but | did find these binoculars
much more resistant to picking up sun flare
than my old Steiner Military Marine model.
The optics are sharp and bright, and in short,
I’ve found the Steiner 10x42 Predators to be
apleasure to use.

BY JM GARDNER

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Pioneer Research
[856] 866-9191
www.steiner-binoculars.com
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Tech Force Air Guns
Great For Hunting Small Game!

Tech Force 99
1100 FPS in .177 Cal/900 FPS in .22 Cal « Excellent
trigger and accuracy * C-T-C 0.13
w/3-12X44 scope, just $256.40
w/2-7X32 scope, just $236.40
w/out scope just $169.95

’ Tech Force 97

900 FPSin .177 Cal/700 FPS in .22 Cal

« Excellent trigger and accuracy ¢ C-T-C 0.25
w/2-7X32 scope, just $166.40

w/out scope just $99.95

' Tech Force 25

1000 FPSin .177 Cal/800 FPS in .22 Cal » Adj. Trigger
« Barrel break ¢ Interchangeable front sight
w/4X32 scope, just $181.45

w/out scope just $125.00

Request a FREE catalog!

Great bargains on Beeman, RWS, Gamo, Walther,
Webley, Talon, Crosman and more!

Shipped within 24 hours « 90-day warranty « Add $10 S/H «
KY, IN & OH residents add sales tax « ADULT air rifles cannot
be sold to minors under 18.

N -

COMPASSECO:

151-G Atkinson Hill | Bardstown, KY 40004
1-800-726-1696 | www.compasseco.com
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Sisi®"BE GUNNER

SHORTER SHELLS AND LIGHTER GUNS

oming upon some fellow quail
c hunters the other day, | was curious

about the 12 gauge 3% inch cham-
bered autoloader one of the hunters hauled
around. We exchanged your normal fellow-
ship-of-the-field notes about numbers of
quail taken, and missed, and seen, and their
whereabouts. In the course of the conversa-
tion, | drifted around to asking the 3%-inch
toting chap how he liked his gun. He
observed that it was heavy, about 8 pounds,
and long, but he bought it because it was a
universal shotgun that could handle 2%
inch, 3 inch and 3% inch shellsinterchange-
ably. | didn't comment that his gun was
really designed for more static field activi-
ties like waterfowling and turkey hunting,
but it got me thinking about gun weight and
design and current ammunition offerings
for upland game.

As shotgunners, we've been a pretty
conservative lot recently. Our rifle toting
brethren are out there buying the lightest
wands they can find, as evidenced by the
popularity of the 5.25-pound Remington
Model 700 Titanium and Kimber's 5.5-
pound 84M Classic Sporter chambered in
short, efficient cartridges like the .308 Win.
and 7mm-08 Rem. And don’'t forget the
new rimless short magnums. Even the rim-
fire hunters are now chasing the Lilliputain,
ultra-new, .17 Hornady Magnum Rimfire,
while we're still sitting here with 6.25 to 11

pound shotguns firing the same .410, 28,
20, 16, 12 and 10 gauges that evolved
before recorded history.

Now I'm not advocating that we bring
back the 24 gauge or the 32 gauge, although
Fiocchi till turns out excellent field loads
for both. Nor that we give the 16 gauge the
stretch of a 3-inch magnum. But as shotgun-
ners, we ought to do something creative.

| keep looking at Aguila’s little 1.75-inch
“Minishell” that pushes 5/8 ounces of No. 7s
out of a12 gauge at 1,175 feet per second, and
wondering if alittle bit of imaginative devel op-
ment on the short end might be the way to go.

On The Lighter Side

In the heyday of English wingshooting,
when a gentleman upland hunter might
account for 100 driven birds a day and
thousands over the course of a shooting
year, he very well might have been shoot-
ing a 5.5-pound, 12 gauge SxS chambered
for the 2 inch shell or a 6-pound SxS taking
the 2% inch shell. English makers of the day
were very much attuned to the concept of
balancing gun weight and scale to recoil,
and the use of the shorter 2 to 2% inch 12
gauge cases holding 7/8 to 1 ounce of shot
respectively allowed them to build light
framed, svelte doubles that did glorious
work at ranges out to 45 yards without
beating up the shooter.

18 JUNE 2002

) While the 1%-inch Aquila and 2-
inch Gamebore cartridges are dwarfed
by their 2%-inch and 3%-inch kin, the
short 12 gauge shell might be the upland
performer of the New Millennium.

And the 2 inch and 2% inch 12 gauge
shells are still with us.

Gamebore offers a complete selection of
field loads. Bismuth markets a 2% inch
waterfowl! loading. Empty Fiocchi hulls are
available in 2 inch and 2% inch sizes. And
Ballistic Products even offers a complete
reloading manual entitled Care and Feeding
of Fine Doubles, with scores of recipes for
the 2, 2% and 2% inch cartridges.

So my modest New Millennium proposal
to the shotgun and ammunition manufac-
tures of the world is to bring back the light
framed, dynamic, upland, 2 inch or 2% inch
12 gauge with aload of 7/8 ounce of No. 6,
7 or 7% shot. It needn’t be adouble, although
a Browning Citori Upland, Beretta
Ultralight or Bill Hanus Birdgun would be
nice. No, it could just aswell be a shortened-
action, lightweight, Remington 1100 or
Franchi AL 48.

| know, | know, the marketing depart-
ments will think 1've really dipped off the
deep end this time. But | have met at |least
one quail hunter who would gladly trade-in
his “universal” 3%-inch autoloader for areal
upland gun.

No... make that two quail hunters!

™
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Aguila
www.aguilaammao.com

Ballistic Products
www. ballisticproducts.com

Beretta
www.berettausa.com

Bill Hanus Birdguns
www. billhanusbirdguns.com

Bismuth
www. bismuth-notox.com

Browning
www.browning.com

Fiocchi
www.fiocchiusa.com

Franchi
www.franchiusa.com

Gamebore
www.KentGamebore.com

Remington
WWW.remington.com
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Custom

NAA Guardi
.32ACP

dll

By Sanford Woo
Photos by James Bogdan

A factory custom version of this compact pistol is
the author's prescription for concealed-carry.

n handgun circles, the L.W. Seecamp

.32 ACPenjoys areputation as an ultra

dependable, last ditch, save-your-life

pocket pistol. But with a fast growing

reputation and limited production,
market demand has caused the Seecamp pis-
tols to sell for hundreds of dollars over the
suggested retail price.

North American Arms recognized this
demand and entered the micro-sized
autoloader market with the introduction of
the Guardian .32 in 1997. While the Seecamp
remains ever desirable, those wanting a reli-
able ultra-small pistol now have an alterna-
tive in the NAA Guardian minus the
scalper’s price and endless waiting.

Why does demand exist for such small
caliber pistols when noted experts such as
Mas Ayoob and many others believe the .38
Specia is the minimum caliber suitable for
self-defense? Why use the .32 ACP which
some consider suitable only for stopping aley
rats, not aley thugs? To borrow a phrase from
“Godzlla”, size matters. Not everyone can
conceal or comfortably carry afull-sized gun.

Ask theinformed individual which gun he
would use for concealed-carry and a likely
reply isa1911, large frame Glock, or Sig. All

are excellent choices, but try wearing one for
a while. How does it fed having 2 to 3
pounds of mass hanging from one side of
your body all day? How does it feel having
that iron jam into your kidney every time you
lean against a chair? What do you wear year
round to ensure the weapon remains fully
concealed? Given the problems associated
with carrying a full-sized gun, you may be
tempted to leave home without it.

Let's look at how the Guardian may be a
better choice for some. It is roughly 4.4
inches long, 3.2 inches high, .86 inch wide,
and it weighs in at 13 ounces empty or 15
ounces fully loaded. Compare this against
the “lightweight compact” Kimber Ultra
Carry .45 ACP that measures roughly 7
incheslong, 4.9 inches high, 1.2 inchesthick,
and weighs in at 25 ounces empty. It readily
becomes apparent which is less burdensome
for the daily grind of concealed carry.

A Closer Look

The Guardian comes boxed with a
DeSantis nylon case, a case lock, and two
stainless 6 round magazines. One magazine
has an 1/8-inch plastic base and the other fea-

tures an extended finger rest type baseplate.

The dide and frame are machined from
17-4PH stainless steel, chosen according to
Ken Friel, NAA general manager, for its
combination of strength, hardness, and rust
resistance. Kahr Arms in cooperation with
NAA manufactures the current run of slides
and frames. Incidentally, 17-4PH isthe same
steel used in the Freedom Arms .454 Casull.
If this material can withstand the repeated
assault of the 55,000 CUP force of the .454,
it will undoubtedly resist a lifetime of
“abuse” from a .32 ACP.

The dlide has brushed finish sides and a
matte finish top. The top of the dide is
capped with a full-length rib with a small-
notched rear sight and a thin front sight
blade. Bo-Mars these are not; the sights pro-
vide areference point but little else. For my
purposes, | felt the sights would be a detri-
ment. More on this later.

The gun operates by direct blowback,
which to the user means more effort to muscle
back the dide. It feels as though it takes more
effort to retract the dide of the Guardian than
that of a 1911. | asked Friel about this. He
stated that it takes about 9 to 11 pounds to

continued on page 66

Left: The diminutive size of the Guardian
becomes apparent when viewed next to this
Spyderco Delica. Selecting the flat bottomed
magazine will reduce the pistol's profile even
further. Below: The custom Carry Package
Guardian is snag free and extremely pleasant to
carry. A quality pocket holster by Aker Leather
makes the little NAA disappear into a pocket.
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ifles are fascinating artifacts and the
Rpursuit of rifle accuracy is a fascinat-
ing activity. So fascinating, in fact,

that for many people the pursuit of accuracy
is their sole reason for shooting. They want
rifles that can shoot small groups in order to
shoot small groups — and nothing else.

Nothing wrong with that. As long as an
activity is legal and doesn’t infringe on the
rights of others, | believe people should be
able to do pretty much as they please, no
explanations needed. Benchrest competitors,
whose objectiveisto shoot tiny groups, have
done more to unlock the secrets of accuracy
than anyone. Every rifle shooter is indebted
to this dedicated group for the superb equip-
ment and technical knowledge we have.

There are also shooters who want to use
that equipment and knowledge not so much to
shoot tiny groups, but to hit specific targets on
demand. If this is your objective, obsessing
over tiny increments of accuracy and con-
stantly shooting from the bench may not help
achieve your god. Such activities may even
make it more difficult to achieve your goal.

Consistency Versus Predictability

One aspect of rifle accuracy is consis-
tency — the ability of the rifle to put all its
shots in a small group. When we state that
our rifle will shoot 1 inch groups or 1/2 inch
groups, we are measuring consistency.

But another aspect of accuracy, one that
is often overlooked, is predictability — the
ability of the shooter to predict with a high
degree of confidence that he can hit a spe-
cific target. Maybe an example will illustrate
the difference.

Let's say we have a very accurate (consis-
tent) rifle, one that will put al its shotsinside
a 1/2 inch circle at 100 yards (judging from
what | hear and read, everyone and his cousin
has such arifle). One pleasant day, we take the
rifle from the gun safe where it's been stand-
ing for the last six weeks and head for the
range. We tape a quarter to the 200-yard back-
stop. The objectiveisto take the rifle from its
case, load one round, and hit the quarter.

If we miss it's not the rifle's fault. We
already know the rifle shoots under 1/2 inch
at 100 yards, meaning it should also shoot
under 1 inch at 200 yards. A 25-cent pieceis
approximately 0.95 inch in diameter. We
should, therefore, hit it the first time and
every time from 200 yards. If we miss (as |
suspect most of us would) it is because the
other aspect of accuracy — predictability —
has been neglected.

A lot of experimenting, development,
research, and workmanship has gone into
assembling congistent rifles: precison barrels,
rigid actions, cartridge design, powders, bullets,
bedding. To achieve predictability, we need al
those problems solved, plus alot more.
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For example: do we know precisely
where bullet impact will be relative to the
sighting system? Where does a bullet impact
when fired from a cold, clean barrel? How
about from acold, fouled barrel? From a hot
barrel? |s the sight system — scope, rings,
bases — durable and strong enough to main-
tain zero during the unavoidablejostling and
jiggling a rifle gets when it is transported
and used in the field? What effect do
extremes of temperature and humidity have?
What happens to point of impact if we shoot
from a tight sling, or a bipod, or with the
forearm resting on alog or binocular case?

Shooting small groups takes skill and
quality equipment. Hitting a specific target
— first shot, on demand — adds another
level of difficulty.

Bad Habits

Watch typical hunters at the shooting
bench, sighting in or testing handloads.
Seldom do they have the sophisticated,
adjustable rests used by experienced
benchrest competitors or the knowledge of
how to use the bench for maximum preci-
sion. Usually the rifle's forearm will be sit-
ting on a jury-rigged rest such as a folded
jacket or bag of shot. Such expedient mea-
sures can be made to work, but their common
fault is that they are almost always too low.

With too low arest the shooter has to lean
well forward to get his face on the stock and
acquire asight picture. Draped over the bench
like this the body takes the full force of recail,
with no flexibility to absorb the jolt.
Furthermore, the buttplate often rides too high
on the shoulder, resting against bone rather
than muscle, usually padded by no more than
a light summer shirt. Under such circum-
stances, even the recoil of .270 to .308 class
rifles with hard buttplates can be painful.

| believe this type of shooting is a major
reason why so many shooters flinch, or feel
they can't handle more powerful cartridges.
For comfort, use a higher rest that lets you
sit up straight. Use some padding such as a

PAST recoil shield and settle the buttplate
into the muscular pocket of the shoulder
instead of on bone. Use the bench no more
than is required to develop loads and sight
in, and you'll find you can handle more
recoil than you thought.

After our typical shooter fires, what hap-
pens? First, he keeps looking through the
scope for a while, trying to spot the bullet
hole. Then he sits up, slowly opens the
action, carefully extracts the fired case. He
ruminates over the case, studies the primer,
|looks inside the case neck, then sets it back
in the cartridge box and takes out another
round. He pats the barrel to see how hot it is,
studies the new round lovingly, then finally
pokes it into the chamber and closes the
action for the next shot.

Real World Result

None of this causes problems until three
months later up in the high country, when he
firesat anice elk. Watching through the scope
he suddenly realizes that instead of falling,
the bull is headed for cover. Never having
learned to cycle the balt from the shoulder, he
lowers the rifle to reload. That's when he
finds out that the cartridges, with bullets
seated far out, won't feed from the magazine.

With fumbling fingers he finally clears
the action, inserts a round into the chamber,
and slaps the bolt closed. By then, of course,
the bull has reached the treeline. Angrily he
opens the bolt to see why the rifle malfunc-
tioned. The bullet, seated too far out, sticks
in the rifling and al he gets is the case and
an action full of powder. His buddies find
him there an hour later, still digging through
the snow, looking for the ejected case from
the first shot. Next day the ravens and mag-
pies lead them to the elk, and they find that
the super-accurate, lightly-constructed bul-
let, which would have worked fine on
smaller game, failed to penetrate adequately
for aquick kill on a big, tough animal.

Placing consistency ahead of predictabil-
ity can lead to problems. Such as: selecting
bullets solely on the basis of accuracy
instead of considering impact performance
as well. Worrying too much about rifle
weight and not enough about balance and
handling. Investing in accurate rifles and
quality optics and then scrimping on the
vital link between them, the scope rings and
bases. Putting up with poor quality trigger
pulls. Spending too much time testing accu-
racy and not enough time testing reliability.

Freestyle competition among shooters and
among manufacturers has given us fabulous
equipment. We take for granted accuracy that
a generation ago was expensive and uncom-
mon. To make use of that performance, to

achieve predictability, we have to
get our prioritiesin order. !5
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1997. Old handgunning stalwarts will

recal that this was the single “funnest”
event on the Pro/Am handgun shooting tour.
Hundreds of people milled around for days,
enjoying each other’s company, and shooting
courses of firethat could only be described as
acarnival that involved shooting handguns.

Some of us brought our kids. It
occurred to Second Chance veteran John
Maxwell that there should be an event for
the youngsters.

“I'll second that,” | said, along with a
bunch of others. John brought the proposal
to Rich Davis, the harried match director.

You have to bear in mind that Second
Chance is a cornucopia of shooting. There
were events for big revolvers and little
revolvers. Space guns, race guns, and stock
guns. Two-man team, three-person team, all-
women team, and mixed doubles. Events for
shotguns with buckshot, shotguns with
slugs, rifles, and submachineguns.

“Look,” sighed Rich. “I’ll tell you what.
Everybody and his brother says we ought to
have amatch for this, that, and the other cat-
egory. If you guys get the prize money
together, we'll doit.”

“Done,” said John, and we started circu-
lating among the shooters. Their donations
were generous enough to bring tears to the
eye. During the day at the shoot, | was on the
phone with industry sponsors getting them to
cough up donations, too. We made the nut.

Richard was as good as his word. He
announced that the following year, 1998,
Second Chance would host the first National
Junior Handgun Championships.

-

I t al began at the Second Chance Shoot in

Natronal Junior
flandgun Champronship.

.45 brass flies as young Cody
Maxwell wins the first National
Junior Handgun Championship.

Precedent

There were aready junior champion titles
within the various disciplines at their regular
national championships. The metallic silhou-
ette shooters, the bullseye shooters, |PSC, etc.
There was little uniformity. A 7-year-old
would have to shoot head to head with a 17-
year-old. In some disciplines, 18 and 19-year-
old shooters were still considered juniors. In
theory, a full time member of an armed ser-
vices pistol team could be shooting against
your fifth grade son or daughter. We wanted a
somewhat more level playing field than that.

Enter Tom Sheppardson.

Standards

Tom was one of the Second Chance vets
who was with the concept from the begin-
ning. An administrator of a middle school in
Michigan, he knew more about level playing
fields for young people than the rest of us.
Calling upon his knowledge and research
sources, he determined that 17 would be the
top-end cut-off age. The contestant could not
have reached his or her 18th birthday as of
the last day (awards day) of the tournament.
Someone old enough to join the armed
forces and get married without permission is
no longer a Junior. Fair enough.

Perhaps more important was the middle
cut. Fourteen to 17 was established as Junior
class, and age 13 and down as “ Sub-Junior.”
Tom’s resources in the well-informed physi-
cal education community indicated that this
was the point where most adolescents had
morphed from children to young adults. One
of our worries was that “stage dads’ would

drill their kids a couple of hundred rounds a
day with hard-kicking Magnums and .45s.
We did not want to damage growing bones.
The collective wisdom Tom was able to tap
into said that kids 14 and up could handle
that, and it wouldn't be good for 13 and
down. We locked that in as the standard.
Juniors shot the same 5-pin array as the
adults, having to blow them a yard back off
the table with powerful guns. Sub-Juniors
were given a5-pin “tip-over” array at the back
edge of the table where .38 Specid, 9mm, and
even .22 bullets would take the pins off.
Thefirst year was an outstanding success.
Then, unfortunately, Second Chance stopped
running matches. Steve and Clare Dixon,
who ran NAPSA (North American Pin
Shooting Association), took it over for '99,
but in 2000 their shoot went on hiatus too. No
onewas in placeto pick it up for 2001.

The Junior Nationals Are Back!

In 2001, Pioneer Sportsman Club in
Dunbarton, New Hampshire voted to take on
the Junior Nationals. It is scheduled for July
12-14, 2002. Shooters can complete the
course of firein one day. A parent, guardian,
or adult coach must accompany the young-
ster. The course of fire will be three stages:
conventional bullseye, a Steel Challenge
event, and a stage of NRA Hunter Pistol.

All shooting will be done with .22 LR
handguns, on the theory that these are the
guns most commonly used to introduce
youngsters to pistol shooting. Revolvers and
autos are alowed, but iron sights are
required. There will be no drawing from the
holster; all stages will start at low ready or
with the gun in hand resting on atable pro-
vided. All shooting will be two-handed,
except in bullseye, where Sub-Juniors can
still use both hands but Juniors must fire
one-handed in the traditional manner. There
will be an optional parent/child team event
in which the young competitor and escorting
adult will shoot together with .22s at Bianchi
Cup-style falling plates at 10 yards.

A number of suitable sporting firearms
are dready in inventory for prizes. The
Second Amendment Foundation is co-spon-
soring the event. In the evenings, there will
be seminars on firearms safety and junior
shooting, taught by experienced coaches and

past Junior shooting champions.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

National Junior Handgun
Championships, Pioneer Sportsmen
PO Box 403, Concord, NH 03302,
WW\W. pioneersportsmen.org.

Volunteer adults who would like to
assist in running the tournament are

also welcome to apply. )
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WINCHESTER SUPER

THE AGEIT

A dedicated .270 Winchester
fan, Bodinson says Winchester’s
new .270 WSM is a dandy.
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LATEST SCOPES
AND BINOGULARS

eighing only 13 ounces,
Kahles' new 3-9x42
American Hunter scope

was a perfect complement to the
Model 70 Featherweight .270
WSM. Designed for the
American market, the new model
features a 1 inch, one piece alu-
minum tube and what can only
be described as brilliant optics
and quality adjustments.
Similarly, the definition and
light-gathering qualities of
Kahles' new 10x42 binoculars
with twist-in eyecups for eye-
glass wearers proved impressive
when accurately evaluating the
quality of herd bucks that

) - appeared to the naked eye to

be little, white pinpricks on
the distant plains.
This Austrian-based
Swarovski company is
rapidly finding anichein
the American optics
market by offering great
glass and designs at
~ competitive prices.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Kahles
[800]426-3089
www. kahlesoptik.com
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By Holt Bodinson

t didn’t take long. But like a good wild-

catter, Winchester has necked down

their hot, little .300 Winchester Short

Magnum (WSM) to the caiber they
originated in 1925 — the .270. And it's sen-
sational.

It's hard to believe that the ever popu-
lar .270 Win. is now 76 years old.
Combining power, flat trajectory and
accuracy with moderate recoil, it has
proved to be one of the world’s most suc-
cessful big game cartridges. It was created
by necking down the .30-'06 case to a
unique bullet diameter of .277 inch. It did-
n't take hunters long to appreciate that a
130-grain .270 bullet was equivalent in
sectional density to a 165-grain .30-caliber
bullet, and the trajectory of the 130-grain
load at 3,100 fps was extraordinarily flat
for the 1920s.

What’s curious to many is why
Winchester didn’t capitalize on the .270
caliber by incorporating it into their .243-
.308-.358 family or their standard .264-
.300-.338-.458 magnum series of cases.
But the wait has been worth it. The .270
WSM is a sterling successor to the .270
Win., particularly since it is ideally mated
to today’s lighter weight, compact, short-
action rifles.

Modern Case Design

In designing the .270 WSM beltless
case with an overall length of 2.1 inches,
Winchester essentially adopted a .404
Jeffery case diameter, added a rebated rim
of .532 inches (the standard H&H mag-
num rim), a 35-degree shoulder, and a
.277 inch long neck. It differs from the
.300 WSM only in the length of the one-
caliber neck, which measures .300 inch in
the .300 WSM. It is a very modern case
design when you consider that the .270
Win. case is 2.54 inches long and sports a
long, shallow shoulder angle of 17
degrees and 30 minutes inherited from the
.30-'06.

When we think of short-action big
game rifles, we are normally referring to
an action adapted to the .308 Win. family
of cases that are 2.015 inch long with an
overall loaded length of 2.8 inches. The
new WSM case is slightly longer on both
counts. The case length is 2.1 inches or
.085 inch longer than the .308 Win. The
maximum overall loaded length of the
.270 WSM is 2.860 inch or .060 inch
longer than the .308. Given its large case
and rim diameters and overall loaded
length, adapting some existing short
actions to the new case could prove quite
a gunsmithing challenge.

Breaking down a factory round of the
130-grain .270 WSM loading reveals 66.0
grains of ball powder. Winchester repre-
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sentatives indicate that handloaders will
find Winchester 760 ball powder ideally
suited to the new cartridge. The working
pressure for the new case is right up there
at 65,000 psi. By necessity, bullets are
seated quite deeply in the WSM, and I'm
sure it won't be long before experimenters
begin chambering the little, beltless mag-
num in standard length actions and single-
shots to enable them to seat bullets out fur-
ther in order to gain additional powder
space and subsequent velocity.

What we have learned about the squat
WSM case design with its sharp 35 degree
shoulder isthat it is very efficient when con-
sidering the amount of powder burned for the
velocity achieved, and it appears to be more
accurate, rifle-for-rifle, than longer cases
offering equivalent levels of performance.

Tale Of The Tape

How does the .270 WSM stack-up to the
origina .270 Win.?

The factory is loading the new cartridge
with three bullets — a 130-grain Ballistic
Silvertip; a 140-grain Fail Safe; and a 150-
grain Power-Point. Here are the comparable
velocity figures taken from a 24-inch barrel:

130-GRAIN BALLISTIC SILVERTIP
.270 Win. 3,050 fps
.270 WSM 3,275 fps

140-Grain Fail Safe
.270 Win. 2,920 fps
.270 WSM 3,125 fps

150-Grain Power-Point
.270 Win. 2,850 fps
.270 WSM 3,150 fps

The 130-grain Ballistic Silvertip and
150-grain Power-Point |oads are perfectly
suitable for most big game, and indeed the
150-grain bullet is often selected over the
130-grain simply to minimize meat dam-
age. The very stout, steel reinforced, 140-
grain Fail Safe bullet is better matched to
larger-boned, heavier game such as elk
and moose. Its deep penetration and 100
percent weight retention can be effec-
tively utilized.

TRAJECTORY FIGURES
FOR THE .270 WSM

100 Yds 200 Yds 300 Yds 400 Yds
130-Grain Ballistic Silvertip

0 -5.5
140-Grain Fail Safe
14 0 -6.5 -19.0

150-Grain Power-Point

When you compare these values to those
of the .270 Win., you'll find that the original
.270 is no slouch and that its trajectories
come within an inch or two of those of the
new .270 WSM; however, where the .270
WSM shines is its ability to deliver more
down-range energy than its predecessor. For

continued on page 65
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Here are a few suggest

. S

ions for easy,

no-hassle maintenance from a man who
enjoys shooting 'em more than cleaning ‘'em.

BY JOHN TAFFIN

was not very old before | discovered
the three greatest smellsin the world.
They are, not necessarily in order,
diced onions and green peppers
sautéing in a frying pan, perfume on
alovely lady, and Hoppe's #9. | discovered
the former and the latter first, and when the
other fragrance came along, it was the only
time in my life my guns became dusty.
This was not a good situation. To correct
it, | married the lovely lady three months
later so we could smell onions, green pep-
pers, and Hoppe's #9 together. By our
second Christmas, we had a baby on the way
and | was out of work and going to college
full-time. We had a grand total of a little
over $6 to spend on each other for

Christmas, so we cut it down the middle.
And with her share, she bought me a bottle
of Hoppe's #9 and some cleaning patches.
She was, and is, afast learner!

Proper Cleaning Interval

Prior to meeting this love of my life, |
would spend every Saturday afternoon
shooting my sixguns and leverguns, most
often the affordable-to-shoot .22 caliber
Ruger Single-Six and Marlin  39A
Mountie. After every session, | would reli-
giously clean both guns and actually enjoy
doing it. This was, in the words of Burt
Lancaster in the movie “Valdez” Is

Coming!, “Before | know better.” Every

gun does not necessarily need cleaning
after every session. It depends on the gun,
the situation, and most assuredly the area
of the country that one livesin. | livein a
high desert environment with very little
need to be concerned about humidity or
moisture. Those that live in damp climates
must learn how often their guns need to be
cleaned. For some, it definitely means
after every use.

This past weekend, | shot black powder
in a cowboy action shooting match in a
steady rain. You can be assured that |
cleaned those guns as soon as | got home,
completely stripping them, and making sure
there was no moisture left inside. I'll also
clean them again tomorrow just to be sure. If

S MAGAZINE
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the weather had been dry and sunny and |
had been shooting smokeless powder, |
would simply have wiped them off and put
them away. The key to cleaning and not
spending a lot of unnecessary time is to
know when, and what, to clean.

For example, | always clean black
powder guns the same day they are used.
In addition, about every third time, they
are completely dismantled and all inner
parts are also cleaned. Such firearms as the
sixguns from Freedom Arms or those
custom sixguns from any number of gun-
smiths that specialize in tight tolerances
must also be regularly cleaned, or they will
not work. The same holds true for defen-
sive handguns but for a more important

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

reason. They must always be ready to go
without unburned powder or crud under
the gjector star on a double action revolver,
or a sluggish slide or dirty extractor on a
semiautomatic. | have to admit that alittle
superstition enters in here, as | have never
swabbed out the bore of my custom
Thompson/Center Contender chambered in
6.5 JDJ. It is fired two or three times to
check its zero before each hunting season.
And since it has more than two dozen
straight one-shot kills to its credit over the
past dozen years — on everything from
turkey to mule deer to waterbuck to zebra
— | am &fraid to touch it and possibly
break the magic spell.

A Common Sense Approach

| approach firearms maintenance the
sameway as| maintain my vehicles. | do not
change the dil every timel drive, nor do| go
anywhere past the recommended period
between oil changes. If my truck goes
through a period of heavy-duty use, it is
serviced accordingly. The same holds true
for light duty use. The key isto know which
iswhich. And again, allow me to repeat this
simple fact — how often your firearms must
be cleaned depends upon which part of the
country you livein.

Here are the products | keep on my
workbench and use to maintain my
firearms. When | started shooting seri-

continued on page 35
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ously in the 1950s, | don't know if there
was even anything available other than
Hoppe's #9. It is still used regularly and
has also been joined by Hoppe's Black
Powder Solvent. For years, the black
powder guns were cleaned with hot soapy
water. However, the use of solvents made
for black powder certainly simplifies
things. | also use alot of Thompson Bullet
Lube's Black Powder Cleaner and patches.
Their solvent comes in a small, easy-to-
use bottle with a spout for applying it to
patches. While shooting black powder, |
keep the guns going with a spray bottle of
Windex. A soaked patch down the barrel,
or a spray at the front and back of the
cylinder, keeps the guns relatively clean
while shooting and also prevents binding.

When I'm finished, | spray them all
over with Windex, wipe them down with a
paper towel, and then wrap them in a
couple layers of paper towels for the trip
home. This simplifies the final cleaning
with black powder solvent. Two other
products are especially necessary for
black powder guns and/or guns that have
been used in wet weather. For the latter,
Outers’ Metal Seal is alifesaver. Thisisa
spray on lubricant that displaces water.
After every firearm is cleaned, Metal Seal
is sprayed on the surface and wiped down,
and | also use the extension tube to spray
lightly inside the mechanism.

Colt-type cap and ball revolvers require
separating into three parts before cleaning
— frame, cylinder and barrel assembly.
Before reassembling, | use Tetra Gun grease
on al contact parts, especially the indexing
pins at the front of the frame, the cylinder
pin, and on the wedge itself. This prevents
any problems in future disassembly. The
same grease also goes on the base pin and
the front and back contact points of the
cylinder of every single-action sixgun.

Labor Free De-Leading

There are alot of other products on my
bench bearing the Outers and Tetra Gun
label. No longer do | spend a lot of time
trying to remove leading from the gun
barrel. The introduction of Outers Foul Out
has removed any need for laboring over a
leaded barrel, and this product removes it
quickly and electronically. Two spray cans
of lubricant from Outers take care of most
situations, one being Lube Oil and the
other Teflon based Tri-Lube. Finally, from
Outersisamost handy product called Crud
Cutter, which is a metal degreaser and
cleaner. All of these come in spray cans
with extension tubes for getting into small
or tight areas. By the way, be certain to
wear your safety glasses when using these
pressurized solvents.

In addition to Tetra Gun grease | also
keep alarge can of Tetra's degreaser known
as Action Blaster, which works to flush out
the crud in actions, around pins, and under
extractor stars. Tetra Gun Spray is a light
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penetrating lubricant that goes on after
Action Blaster has done its work. All of the
products, by being in spray cans, certainly
make for an easier cleaning process.

Snake In A Box

A most handy item that is now marketed
by Uncle Mike's is the Bore Snake. It
should also receive some sort of an award
for ingenious marketing, asitis packed in a
small plastic box shaped like the head of a
cobra. The Bore Snake is a cleaning kit on
a rope that is pulled through the barrel. It
has a built-in bore brush and in the kit
comes a bore cleaner to apply to the rope
and a small wiping cloth to remove mois-
ture and debris from the outside of the
firearm. It isbilled asthe “World's Fastest
Gun Bore Cleaner,” which it certainly is.
It's an excellent product.

Uncle Mike's aso has another product
that is perfect for protecting guns after they
are cleaned and placed in the safe. This is
especially true for handguns, which are
placed in Uncle Mike's zippered Pistol Rugs
after cleaning. This not only keeps them
clean but protects them. Instead of placing a
few handguns on a shelf, the use of these
Pistol Rugs alows them to be safely stacked
on top of each other. The addition of a
labeled tag on the zipper pull alows for
quick and easy identification.

Finally, for use with the various cleaning
products, | have Midway's Shooters Box
completely stocked with all sizes and man-
ners of slotted tips, jags, brass brushes, and
patches. Gone are the days when | tried to
make one size fit al.

Quality firearms are expensive and
deserve proper care. With today’s excellent
variety of cleaners, [ubricants and preserva-
tives, the job of maintaining your guns has

never been simpler.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

FTI Tetra Gun
[973] 443 0004
www.tetraproducts.con

Hoppe's
[610] 384-6000
www.hoppes.com

Michael's Of Oregon
[503] 655-7964
www.uncle-mikes.com

Midway
[800] 243-3220
www. midwayusa.com

Outers
[608] 781-5800
WWW. oUters-guncare.com

Thompson's Bullet Lube
[972] 271-8063
www.thompsonbulletlube.com
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STORY BY DAVID M. FORTIER

fter the close of World War 11

there was a great flurry of

activity among arms designers.

During this period in time men

ound the world were hard at

work creating what would become the next

generation of combat rifles. This is when

Mikhail Kaashnikov breathed life into his

Avtomeat, Dieudonne Saive and Ernest Vervier

begot the FN FAL, Garand’sM-1 evolved into

the M-14, the AR-10 sprang from the cregtive

genius of Eugene Stoner, and Nazi Germany’s

SIG 45 was resurrected to become the basis
for the CETME and H&K’s G-3.

These rifles were @l destined to become
respected designs that, with the exception of
the AR-10, would see extensive use. These
were the weapons that defended the idedls of
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CRRL
x

the East and the West. Other than the AR-15,
which was eventually developed from the AR-
10, these were the only mgor players of the
'50s, '60s, and ' 70s. Right? While thismay be
what many think, it's smply not true. One
major player, who's roots reached back further
than any of therifles mentioned and saw heavy
combat, isthe French MAS series of riflesthat
culminated in the MAS Mle 1949/56. That so
littleisknown of thisrifle seriesisredly apity,
asit proved to be asturdy, reliable and accurate
weapon in actual combat.

Truth be told though, there is no major
power, with the exception of China, with
less known about its small arms develop-
ment than France. Cloaked in a shroud of
silence since the late 1800s, France has his-
torically kept her developments a secret. So

hE)
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while she is known as the birthplace of
smokeless powder and the first modern
combat rifle/cartridge (the M1886 Lebel and
its 8x50R round), after that things get hazy.
We know, and shake our heads at, how she
sent her boys off to fight in two World Wars
with a hodgepodge of outdated bolt action
rifles. Then somewhere around 1980 she
rearmed with a modern, albeit strange
looking, 5.56x45 bullpup. But is that all
thereisto it? Were her small arms designers
simply unable to produce anything of value
between 1886 and 19807 Hardly.
Traditionally one of the great military
powers of Europe, France made many out-
standing advances in both arms and ammu-
nition after their invention of smokeless
powder. However, everyone involved in her



defense research community was strictly
charged with remaining silent about their
work. No patents were ever sought, o as not
to arouse outside suspicions. All was done
for the Glory of France. This has had the
effect that nobody today realizes how much
the French actually accomplished. A prime
example of this is the development of the
rifle in question, the MAS Mle 1949/56.

To trace the lineage of the MAS 49/56,
one has to go all the way back to the 1890s.
Too quick on the draw, the French soon real-
ized, much to their chagrin, that their Lebel
and its groundbreaking 8x50R cartridge
were obsolete overnight. However, rather
taking an evolutionary step by designing an
improved bolt action rifle, the French
desired to take a revolutionary step, and
field the world's first autoloading rifle. So
towards the end of the 19th Century, studies

were begun that led to the development of
several remarkably modern cartridges.
These were in the 6, 6.5, and 7mm range,
and autoloading rifle prototypes were also
developed to fire them. Between 1894 and
1913, over 20 autoloading and fully auto-
matic rifles were developed and tested. One
of these was the 6x60mm B1 rifle developed
by weapons inspector Rossignol and per-
fected in 1901. Thisrifle, NOT the Swedish
Ljungmann AG m/42b, introduced the pis-
tonless, direct-gas impingement system as
typified today in the AR-15. Amazingly
enough, Rossignol also developed a com-
panion weapon, a detachable magazine-fed,
machine-rifle with a bipod. Between his
battle rifle and squad auto he had developed
the world's first weapons system. His gas
system, from 1922 onwards, would remain a
cornerstone of MAS rifle design.

Above: While not as well known to Americans
as the FN-FAL, G-3, or M-14 — the MAS
49/56 is a well-designed combat rifle that
saw lengthy service around the globe.

However, through no fault of the

weapons designers, France did indeed send
the flower of her youth off to war in August
of 1914 armed with the obsolete Lebel
M1886-M93. What is not so often stated is
the fact that she also became the first
country to widely issue to her infantry an
autoloading rifle, the Fusil Automatique
Modele 1917. While the Russians can claim
to have fielded the first unit armed entirely
with light automatic weapons — a company
from the 189th Ismailskiy Regiment that
went into action in December 1916 armed
with Fedorov Avtomats — their numbers
were small. When the Fedorov went out of




Accuracy with Quality Cartridge’s 155 grain
HPBT Match load was excellent, as this .75
inch 3-shot group testifies. Five-shot
groups at 300 yards averaged 4 inches —
truly outstanding accuracy for a rack grade
self-loading rifle.

production in October 1925, only 3,200 had
been produced. Compare this to 85,333 Mle
1917s produced and issued to combat troops
from April, 1917 to September, 1918. An
improved version, the Mle 1918, came too
late to see action in World War | but did see
combat in Morocco in the Rif War of 1921-
1926. According to field reports, there was
“complete satisfaction” with it, even in the
harsh desert conditions.

Not satisfied with the Mle 1918, the
French continued development of a self
loading rifle. In 1921, examples of anew rim-
less cartridge intended to replace the 8x50R
first appeared. They used a case based upon
the 7.92x57 Mauser and a projectile inspired
by the Swiss 7.5x55. This cartridge was even-
tually developed and shortened to become the
7.5x54mm Model 1929. In 1921, new specifi-
cations for France's postwar autoloading rifle
program were aso established. Throughout
the '20s and '30s, various designs from dif-
ferent manufacturers were tested and refined.
Manufacture Nationde d'Armes de St-
Etienne (MAS) resurrected Rossignol’s gas
system in 1922 and then developed a carrier
controlled, tilting, rear locking bolt in 1928.
This locking system used no pins or linkages,
and was well in advance of either Fedor V.
Tokarev or Dieudonne Saive's designs. This
rifle was eventually developed into the MAS
38/39. Featuring a two piece stock and a bay-
onet under the barrel, this model 1ooks very

similar to the bolt action MAS 36. It was the
first French autoloader to consistently perform
as reliably as existing bolt action repeaters.
During shooting trials held on January 8, 1940
it proved superior to the MAS 36, especialy
on moving targets. The design was adopted in
March 1940, but it wastoo late. A few months
later France was overrun, unable to cope with
the lightning speed of modern warfare.

Four years later, when the St-Etienne
region of France was liberated, work again
commenced on France's autoloading rifle.
The design was modified to accept a 10-
round detachable magazine and adopted asthe
Fusil Automatique MAS 44. However,

ACCURACY AND

VELOCITY CHART

Quality Cartridge
155 grain HPBT Match
Velocity: 2,495 fps
100 yards: 1% inches
300 Yards: 4 inches

7.5x54
139 grain FMJ ball

Velocity: 2,600
100 Yards: 3% inches

Velocity readings taken 12 feet from
the muzzle at an ambient temperature
of 50 degrees F with an Oehler 35P.
Groups are an average of four 5-shot

groups from the bench.

Germany surrendered before production had
commenced. Eventudly 6,200 of this model
were produced, most of them going to Marine
Commandos in Indochina. Combat use of this
model led to a desire for increased accuracy,
an adjustable rear sight, ability to mount atel-
escopic sight for sniping out to 600 meters,
and integra grenade-launching capability. It
was refined first to become the MAS 44A and
thenthe MAS 49. Thislatter model saw heavy
combat both in Indochina and later Algeria,
where it proved tough, accurate, and reliable.

However, as good as the MAS 49 was,
there was still room for improvement. The
barrel was shortened and the forend cut
back, making the rifle both lighter and
handier. In order to shorten the recovery
time between shots a muzzle brake was
mounted. At this time rifle grenades were an
important part of small unit tactics in the
French Army. So a gas cutoff was added and
an improved Spigot-type grenade launcher
was mounted. To aid the operator, asight for
launching grenades, either directly or indi-
rectly, was incorporated. Plus the ability to
mount a bayonet was added. The result was
the 7.5x54 MAS Mle 1949/56. A fine
combat rifle, the MAS 49/56 would serve
France well until it was finally replaced offi-
cialy in 1979 by the 5.56 FAMAS bullbup.

Up until fairly recently, the MAS 49/56
was a very uncommon item here in the U.S.
However, as the rifles have been replaced in
French service, small quantities have shown
up on the U.S. surplus market. A few years
ago a number showed up for sae that the
U.S. importer had rechambered to .308
Winchester. These invariably had numerous
problems due to the differences in pressure
curves between the .308 and the French 7.5



MAS Mle 1949/56

SPECIFICATIONS
Method of Operation
Self-loading via direct gas
impingement, tilting bolt
Caliber
7.5x54mm M1929 C
Overall Length
40 inches
Barrel
19.7 inches, 4 groove
1:10.6 LH twist
Weight, empty

9.66 pounds

Front
Protected post
adjustable for elevation
Rear
Aperture, adjustable from
200-1200 meters, and for windage.
Feed
10 and 18 round detachable box

Right (Top): The MAS strips easily for rou-
tine maintenance. (Middle): The Modele
1953 APX L 806 is a tough little scope
which attaches easily to the rifle’s
siderail. Featuring 3.85 magnification, a
post reticle, and BDC out to 800 meters,
it’s a simple and reliable unit with surpris-
ingly good optics. (Bottom): The rear sight
is an aperture adjustable for windage and
elevation from 200-1200m.

round. Failures to extract and case heads
torn off were common and did nothing to
endear the MAS to American shooters. This
was apity, asthe problem lay solely with the
shoddy caliber conversion by the importer.
Time went by and the MAS disappeared
from the scene for a while and then recently
reappeared being offered by SOG
International Inc. The difference this time
though is that the guns are offered in their
original caliber and in excellent like-new
condition, for only $239.95.

| acquired one and it arrived in literally
“like new” condition. The rifle’s stock was
not only perfect, but the wood was quite
handsome and nicely fitted. The metal work
was finished in an even and attractive gray
phosphate. Pulling the weapon apart
revegled it to be in excellent mechanical
shape with a perfect bore. In the hands the
MAS 49/56 feels quite good. With a 19.7-
inch barrel and an overall length of only 40
inches, it's a quick handling rifle. However
it is a little on the heavy side, tipping the
scales at 9.2 pounds. The rear sight consists
of an aperture adjustable from 200 to 1,200

continued on page 72
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Above (Top-Bottom): The swinging lever in
the face of the trigger will look familiar.
The loaded chamber indicator is easily felt
in low light. A close look at the XD’s grip
safety and “firing pin status indicator.”



Story By Charles E. Petty
Photos By I chiro Nagata

couple of years ago, a very neat
Apolymer frame 9 millimeter pistol

called the HS 2000 came on the
market. It was made in Croatia. | learned
about the gun when a writer for another
magazine told me about it at the SHOT
Show. Unfortunately, | didn’t get to see it
then and, frankly, forgot about it until | saw
onein alocal gun shop some time later. A
thorough examination revealed nothing but
good things, so | bought it.

Though | read only afew Internet mes-
sage boards, on one someone told of
recently purchasing an HS 2000, and how
happy he was with it. Then there was
another, and another who talked about the
pistol’s comfort, reliability and accuracy.
But those who had good things to say
were shouted down by a closed minded
tribe. And quite an interesting little hissy
fight ensued.

The Law of the Better Mousetrap states:
“If you build one, the world will beat a path
to your door.” But better mousetraps usually
have an uphill fight, and are criticized by
those irrevocably committed to another
brand — even if they have never seen the
new one, much less tried to catch a mouse
with it. Brand loyalty is sometimes so strong
that it denies the possibility of a better
choice existing. Credit for this goesto excel-
lent marketing.

Today the HS 2000 has a new distrib-
utor, and a new name. It is now the XD
from Springfield Armory. The XD stands
for “X-treme Duty,” hinting that maybe
Springfield is going to target the law
enforcement market. And for now it is
available in three chamberings: 9mm
Luger, .357 SIG and .40 S& W.

A Close Look

Comparisons are inevitable, because
when you first see the pistal, it strikes the
chord of familiarity. Though it has elements
we' ve seen before on other pistols, the XD is
no copy. Springfield Chairman Dennis
Reese said it is, “A melting pot of the best
features of modern polymer pistols.” The
takedown looks like SIG'’s, but it rotates the
other way. The slide, machined from bar
stock, looks Siglike as well, as does the
barrel lockup. The frame looks similar to
Glock’s, but closer study shows it to be dif-
ferent in both shape and mechanics.

The XD feels good. Little dimples in
the grip are positioned just where your
thumbs want to go. | wouldn’t call it a
thumb rest because the connotation is usu-
aly of something that sticks out from the
frame or grip. Though shallow, they pro-
vide a convenient place for the thumb to
ride. The magazine release is fully
ambidextrous without changing anything.
You can simply push the button from
either side.

continued on page 44

THE XD40
IN THE FIELD

Springfield Armory’s latest import
IS an exciting addition to the world
of defensive auto pistols.

omebody in Croatia knows how to

build a handgun. If the Archduke

Ferdinand had been carrying a

Springfield Armory XD40 when
his assassin approached, WWI might have
been averted, at least for awhile.

Charlie Petty gives you the hardware and
design particulars elsewhere this issue. The
editor asked me to report on the XD40's
user-friendliness and “shootability.” In a

word — | likeit.

Feel

A good deal of ergonomic thought has gone
intothispistal. It islight and well balanced, but

that's common today. The upper backstrap of
the frame has been “niched out” to bring the
web of the hand in deegper, meaning you can

get morefinger on thetrigger. The hugely-pop-
ular Glock appears to have been sized for the
hand of an average adult male, with the pad of

the index finger on the trigger. On the XD40,
such a hand can reach the trigger with the

pamar surface of the index finger's dista

joint. Thisisthe point the old revolver masters

caled “the power crease,” and gives you more

There is a lot of careful design in this pistol.
The sight dovetails are standard SIG, the
dust cover sports an accessory mount, and
the magazine release is ambidextrous. The
entire pistol seems built for hard service.

By Massad Ayoob

leverage on the trigger.

The grip safety is well placed. | for one
like the feature on a gun of this type. When
you shove astriker-fired pistol into its hol ster
in the dark after a fight or some other stren-
uous activity that might have had you rolling
around on the ground, you never know if a
too-thin safety strap or a twig your body
picked up from the ground might find itsway
into the trigger guard. With an outside
hammer gun, a thumb on the hammer stabi-
lizes that part and prevents an accidental dis-
charge. Not so with most striker-fired
autoloaders. With the XD40, a thumb in the
same place— right where it will feel the pro-
truding pin that is the cocking indicator —
pullsthe web of the hand away from the back
of the grip-frame and “locks on” the grip
safety. This will prevent an accidental dis-
charge in the scenario just outlined.

Some sort of manual safety aso eases anx-
iety when you have to shove a striker-fired
pistal into the waistband, loose, without a hol-
der. | carried the XD40 that way for aday, and
the peace of mind was indeed there.

continued on page 46
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continued from page 41

The trigger has the little internal lever we've seen
before but with a little more hype. Now it is a U.S.A.
(Ultra Safety Assurance) Trigger System. The trigger is,
depending on how you view these things, single-action
or “double-action only” (which is what Springfield calls
it). Either way, the trigger is good, and a marked
improvement over what we're used to with pistols of this
type. There is no pull-to-pull variation, and the trigger
weights on the two pistols are 6.5 and 7 pounds respec-
tively.

The slide is machined from solid bar stock with the
rails on the inside. Grasping grooves are present front
and rear. There is aloaded chamber indicator which con-
sists of a small lever located at the rear of the ejection
port. It is raised if a cartridge is present, and provides
both tactile and visual evidence of this fact. Thereis also
a “firing pin status indicator.” On a traditional single-
action pistol, we'd call this a cocking indicator. But since

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY AVERAGE
fps 1 2 3

Black Hills 124 gr. JHP 1,139 1.64' 262 | 291" 239"
Federal Hydra-shok 147 gr. JHP 1,008 3.31" 2.70" 2.87" 2.96'
Pro Load 115 gr. JHP +P 1,287 247" 302° | 275 2.75"
Remington Golden Saber 124 gr. JHP +P 1,123 2.78" 3.16" 214" 2.69
Speer Gold Dot 115 gr. JHP 1,164 3.07" 347" 273" 3.09"
Winchester SXT 147 gr. JHP 986 341" 347" | 287 3.08"

Ausgigior All Loads: 2.83

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY AVERAGE
fps 1 | 2 | 3
Black Hills 155 gr. JHP 1,089 3.19' 312" | 3.37" 3.23"
Federal American Eagle 165 gr. FMJ 1,010 2.03" 258" 311" 257"
Pro Load 135 gr. JHP 1,190 2.07" 251" | 2.86" 2.48"
Remington Golden Saber 165 gr. JHP 1,078 2.57" 2.93" 3.70" 3.07"
Speer Gold Dot 180 gr. JHP 968 3.13" 275" 3.43" 3.10"

Average For All Loads Tested: 2.89

Notes: Accuracy results are 5-shot groups at
25 yards from Quters Pistol Perch.
Velocity is the instrumental average of 10 shots at 10 feet
as measured by a PACT Professional Chronograph.

Aﬂfﬁa\

the striker is never “cocked,” we can’'t do that. It is a
small pin that sticks out of the back of the slide when the
striker is in the ready position. It is easily seen and can
be felt in the dark just as you might with the loaded
chamber indicator.

The gun is striker fired, so pulling the trigger loads the
striker spring and pulls the striker back until it slips off the
sear to firethe gun. In away, it has avery distinct two-stage
trigger pull with about 1/4 inch of movement before the
striker is engaged. After thistakeup, thereisvery little creep
or additional movement until the gun fires with a total pull
weight of 6 to 7 pounds.

Safety Considerations

One of the more distinctive visual points is the grip
safety; something really new on a pistol of this type. It is
very positive and must be fully depressed for the pistol to
fire. But the location at the top of the backstrap arch makes
it sure to be depressed with a normal firing grip. It's just a
rugged steel lever that blocks movement of the sear until it
is depressed. A simple addition of a feature some think is
very worthwhile.

There is also a srtiker safety that provides a positive
lock unless depressed. The striker safety lever moves up
as the sear moves down. Both actions happen simultane-
ously based on the last stage of trigger movement. The
system is effective and provides an element of redun-
dancy since the grip safety must be depressed fully
before the trigger can move to a point where the striker
safety is released.

The frame has no embedded metal parts. Later
polymer frame pistols have a unitary construction
method where steel assemblies that contain the slide
rails, barrel seat and feed ramp are part of a unit that is
inserted into the frame and held in place with one or two
pins. The XD’s forward slide rails are part of this
assembly and 1.25 inches long. The front rails bear the
greatest load but there are also a pair of smaller rear rails
that provide a little additional support.

Magazine capacity for al the civilian models is 10
rounds, but those “dreaded” high capacity magazines are
available for law enforcement. Springfield dubs them,
“Easy Glide” and they do, in fact, drop free easily. They
have a nicely polished stainless steel tube and plastic fol-
lower. Loading to the full 10 rounds is not difficult. Two
come with the gun.

The XD has a light rail as part of the molded dust
cover, and Springfield will offer light and laser acces-
sories at a later time. The sights are made of steel — not
plastic — and have the common three-dot pattern. Night
and adjustable sights will be available. The pistol weighs
23 ounces and has a 4-inch barrel cold-hammer forged
with a conventional rifling pattern so that there is no
restriction on lead bullets. The chamber nicely supports
the cartridge case.

Field stripping is uncomplicated but does have one
feature common on striker fired guns: the trigger has to
be pulled before the slide will come off. On the XD, you
lock the slide to the rear, remove the magazine, and
inspect the chamber to be sure the gun is unloaded. On
the left side of the frame, just forward of the trigger, is
the takedown lever. With the slide locked back, rotate the
continued on page 70
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continued from page 41

Firing

Recoil was mild, even with the hotter .40
loads. There was more muzzle jump, how-
ever, than with the similar-size Glock and
Sigma with the same ammo. It's simple
physics: the slide and barrel of the XD40
ride distinctly higher above the hand than
the Glock’s, and consequently, the recoiling
pistol has more leverage with which to lift
its muzzle against our grasp.

The trigger stroke is sweet. A long, easy
pressure comes to a firmer resistance, and
then suddenly releases. It is conducive to a
surprise trigger break once you've made the
decision to fire, and that aways helps good
shooting. Indeed, the trigger might be allittle
too easy for high-stress “threat management”
applications when you're taking felony sus-
pects at gunpoint. In such moments, our
bodies experience vasoconstriction, redi-
recting blood flow away from extremities
like the fingers and into major muscle groups
and internal viscera. This is probably the
main reason that our dexterity turns to crap
under stress. If the finger has migrated to the
trigger, none but the coolest and most experi-
enced hands may feel that the trigger is
inching backward. | would like to see this
pistol offered with an analog to Glock's
excellent New York (NY-1) trigger option,
which gives a firm resistance to the trigger
finger from the very beginning of the stroke.

Sharp edges? The dide grooves were just
right, even the ones in the front that some
people can’t seem to live without, but which
some of us consider extraneous. The rear
sight edges were sharp, which could be a
problem doing malfunction clearance drills
with the overhand method, though not with
the slingshot (Israeli) method. The only sharp
edge | found disconcerting was at the lower
rear of the dide stop lever. When firing right-
handed with a straight thumb, | found that it
would dig into the thumb upon recoil. Not
enough to lacerate, but enough to irritate. If |
was going to take a class or shoot abig match
with this gun, I'd take a file to that corner.
Shoot with the right thumb curled down, and
it'sno problem. It will bother you not at al in
left handed shooting, and in fact, the XD40 is
very southpaw friendly.

An element of that in point is the
ambidextrous magazine release. If you're
a right hander, as a generation of HK
P7M8 and USP shooters have come to
realize, it's faster to hit the lefty’s thumb
release with your trigger finger than to get
your thumb around to the one they put
there for you. | have always worried about
ambi mag releases dumping the mag unin-
tentionally when they get bumped, but that
never happened when | was carrying the
test XD40. The designers have wisely
built up the polymer grip frame around the
release buttons to keep that disaster from
happening.

At notimedid the pistol mafunctionin any
way. Reliability was 100 percent. The gun was
shot entirely with carry-type hollowpoints.
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Accuracy

Testing outdoors on a literally freezing
day, | tried the XP40 with four loads, repre-
senting the most popular bullet weights for
the .40 Smith & Wesson cartridge. All would
easily stay on the head of an IDPA target
from 25 yards. Big, clear sights helped. A
distinct, square sight picture was visible
even to this geezer’'s myopic dominant eye,
even without corrective lenses. The fixed
sights had been reasonably well registered at
the factory, being right on for windage and
hitting just enough high that a 6 o’clock
sight picture put the shots on the money at
25 yards. This was the distance at which
accuracy testing was done, with the gun
hand-held at the bench.

Groups were measured twice, to the
nearest .05 inch. The first measurement was
the whole group, to see what the gun could
do for an experienced shooter who had time
to brace. The second was the best three
shots, to factor out human error as much as
possible and get a better idea of the gun’s
inherent, mechanical accuracy. It's kind of
like “the best evidence rule” Even Charlie
Petty, the high priest of the Ransom Rest,
didn't test his XDs from one, probably
because inserts are not yet available.

Federal’s Personal Defense load, with a
135 grain Hydra-Shok bullet running at
moderate velocity, delivered a 3.05 inch five
shot group. The best three shots measured
1.75 inch apart, center to center. This round
had by far the mildest recoil of any | tested.

Pro-Load’s 155 grain Tactical bonded hol-
lowpoint was distinctly zippier. It had the best
accuracy in terms of windage — the group
measured 1.2 inches left to right — but the
worst for elevation. Vertica stringing put the
farthest shots 4.35 inches apart, with the best
threein 1.95 inches.

Black Hills EXPwith the 165 grain Gold
Dot bullet at 1,150 feet per second had a
healthy smack on the back end, but nothing
you couldn’t handle. Thisis the most accu-
rate .40 S&W factory load I’ ve found, and
it topped the XD40's performance chart
with five shotsin 2.10 inchesand thebest £+
three in .90 of an inch. iy

Winchester’'s USA brand JHP line,
introduced in 2001 and duplicating the =
firm’soriginal 180 grain subsonic format, §+
was the second best performer. Five of § 4
these generically-priced rounds went into
2.45 inches, the best three into an impres-
sive one-haf of oneinch.

Clearly, this gun shoots.

Carrying the XD40

It was a good thing that | felt safe car-
rying the XD40 just tucked barein my waist-
band, because | had to do just that the first
day. | couldn’t find anyone making holsters
for it yet, and trying to locate a scabbard to fit
it was a nightmare. It's not that it's a huge
gun; it's just that the front portion is
extremely square, and the takedown lever
sticks out a hit.

Holsters for Beretta, SIG, S&W, and
Ruger were al too small. A molded laminate

continued on page 71
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akos are newcomers. They didn’t reach

the North American market until after

World War Il, and in a market where

competitors have been around for more
than a century, the Finnish-made Sakos could
have easily disappeared. But they didn't dis-
appear, and for one resaon — respect. And the
respect that Sakos enjoy isas consistent asthe
quality of their construction.

Those in the know about Sakos tend to
debate which era’'s Sako was the best. But
there is one truism burried beneath the
debate — that even the short-lived Model
72, which lacked fine polishing and deep
bluing — even this “economy” model was
superior in both fit and finish to al of its
similarly-priced competition.

A Reputation For Quality

I’ve owned Sakos, fired Sakos, and han-
dled them by the hundreds at gun shows and
gun shops. They are, invariably, well fitted,
well finished, and outfitted with smooth-
operating actions. In his book Bolt Action
Rifles, Frank de Haas commented that, “ The
Sako action is synonymous with high-
quality material and workmanship” and that
“1 have never seen a Sako action that failed
in any way, or developed excess headspace
after long use.” And de Hass could claim this
for one reason: because Sako's actions are
fashioned from top-quality steel properly
heat-treated for strength and durability.

Sako's 75 action doesn't fail its proud tra-
dition. A three-lug action with arelatively short
bolt lift, the 75 provides plenty of clearance
between a scope and bolt handle. Currently
made in four sizes to fit cartridges from .17
Rem. to .375 H&H Magnum, the 75 provides

GUNS MAGAZINE



Ine on the
'side of the forend dis-
pleased Anderson, but he
praised the well-shielded
location of the magazine
release.

manual gection, to my knowledge the only
three-lug action that includes this feature.

The majority of today’s actions have a
spring-loaded plunger gector built into the
bolt face. These prove to be generally reliable,
though on rare occasions rust or debris may
inhibit the plunger from operating properly.

Some shooters feel plunger gectors are
less convenient since the spring-powered
plunger tosses the gjected case with the same
force whether the bolt isworked fast or slow,
even though the shooter may prefer to pluck
it manually from the action.

With mechanical ejection, asthe bolt is
withdrawn, a fixed ejector extends

through the slotted bolt face, striking the
head of the case and flipping it out of the
action. Even if the action is rusty or dirty
there’s not much that can go wrong. When
the bolt is worked normally, cases are

tossed well clear of the action, but if
desired the shooter can stop the bolt
before the case strikes the ejector and
simply pick it up from the loading port.

The Sako's recessed bolt face and hook-
type extractor takes a healthy bite on the
extractor groove of the case. Cartridges are
pushed ahead of the bolt into the chamber.
Only &fter the cartridge is chambered does
the extractor engage the case.

The Sako Finnlight

Sako's recently-introduced Finnlight is
my favorite of the current Sakos. Light,
handy, handsomely proportioned and ide-
aly suited to hunting in the toughest condi-
tions, the receiver, bolt, and barrel's
stainless steel construction offers max-
imum corrosion resistance.

A look under the W,

hood shows the b
Sako's trigger - L i
group. LY o (P
g L
i . i g™ T

Aswith all Sako rifles, the stainless steel
barrel of the Finnlight is made by cold
hammer forging. Rather than being slimmed
down to minimum dimensions as with other
lightweights, it is made to standard size and
then fluted to reduce weight, making for
greater rigidity than alight barrel. Except for
a short section just ahead of the receiver, the
barrel is free-floated.

Three of the four receiver sizes are avall-
able in the Finnlight configuration. The
medium (size 111) action is offered in .243
Win., 7mm-08 Rem. and .308 Win. Barrel
length is just over 20 inches and weight
(empty, without scope, bases, or rings) is 6
pounds. The long action (size 1V) is cham-
bered for the .30-'06 and its offspring (.25
'06 Rem., .270 Win., .280 Rem.) plus the
6.5x55 Swedish Mauser, with a21 inch barrel
and a weight of 6.5 pounds. Two popular
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magnum cartridges, the 7mm Rem. and .300
Win. are available in the size V action, with
22% inch barrel and aweight of 7.5 pounds.

Europe’s Favorite Son?

In Europe, and especially in Scandinavia,
the 6.5x55 cartridge is ever popular. On this
side of the pond, what the cartridge lacks in
number of fansis made up for by their enthu-
siasm. It is an efficient cartridge, with light
recoil and good ballistic performance. Fired at
high velocities without excessive recail, bul-
letsin the 140 grain range in 6.5 caliber serve
up high baligtic coefficients. And though
American shooters haven't exactly flocked to
the various 6.5s in the past, the .260 Rem.,
which was initidly developed for metalic sil-
houette shooting, has gained a following with
deer hunters who appreciate its fine combina-
tion of adequate power and light recoail.

The Finnlight in 6.5x55 has a rifling
twist of 1:8 inches. Personaly | don't see
much need for bullets heavier than 140
grains in this caliber, but for shooters who
like the classic long, lean 160 grain round-
nose bullets, the quick twist should be ade-
quate to stabilize them. The barrel throat is
long enough to accept these bullets and the
magazine, designed around the longer .30-
' 06 family, has plenty of space for the longer
OAL of the 160 grain loads.

Finnish Bliss

The Finnlight shows the high quality of
fit and finish expected of a Sako, and oper-
ating the bolt is pure bliss. | don't know of
another model, even custom models that
cost severa times as much, that match the
silky smooth operation of the model 75's
bolt. This smooth operation results from a
patented system of five guiding surfaces.
Cartridge feeding, chambering, locking and
unlocking are al reliable and effortless.

Sako triggers are likewise renowned for
their quality. The Finnlight trigger’s single-
stage design, adjustable from 2 to 4 pounds,
is factory set with virtually no perceptible
movement or overtravel.

The diding two-position safety on the
right side of the receiver locks both the sear
and the bolt. | prefer a safety that locks the
bolt, as it prevents branches or other objects
from from accidentally lifting the bolt. At
the same time, it's nice if the action can
cycle for loading or unloading with the
safety engaged.

The Sako gives you the option. Just ahead
of the safety sits an unobtrusive lever, out of
the way and not effecting handling and opera-
tion. However, with the safety engaged,
depressing thislever alowsthe bolt to be oper-
ated. The shooter can load or remove a car-
tridge from the chamber with the sear locked.

Some Sako 75s come with either adetach-
able box magazine or a more conventional
Mauser-type magazine with a hinged floor-
plate. The Finnlight offers only the detach-
able box magazine. The magazine box and
floorplate are polished stainless steel while
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the baseplate is duminum. If desired, the
magazine loads from the top through the
action. It locks solidly in place, with a
recessed magazine release well protected
against accidental activation. Magazines hold
five standard or four magnum cartridges.

Sako 75s incorporate the Sako Key
Concept, which alows the shooter to lock
the action. Of the various firearms which
include an integral lock, | know of none as
neat and unobtrusive. A special key fitsinto
the rear of the bolt and and locks the action.
If you want thisfeature, it'sthere. If not, you
won't even notice it is present.

Essential Components —
Scopes And Rings

The well-proven Sako integral scope
bases are retained on the 75 action. These
dovetail grooves in the receiver taper from
front to back to resist movement of scope
and rings under recoil. A notch in the rear
dovetail provides additional security against
ring movement. Sako currently markets an
excellent ring/base combination called
“Optilock.” However | didn’'t want to wait
for these to show up so | took the old-style
Sako rings from my Finnbear .338 and
found they worked perfectly in attaching a
Leupold Vari-X 111 2.5-8x scope.

This fine scope deserves a comment. |
have identical models on other rifles, but
none are used more than this one. | got it
some years ago in a trade for a Remington
700 7mm Rem. Mag. The previous owner
had used it on two or threerifles aready, and
since then it's been fitted to a host of test
rifles. Its adjustments are used constantly. Its
finish shows a bit of wear from rubbing
against gun cases but it remains as clear,
sharp, and reliable as ever. It's hard to fault
performance like that.

The stock of the Finnlight is injection-
molded black synthetic, with added softer
gray material over the forearm and pistol
grip. It gives the rifle a striking and unusual
appearance, and the soft material provides a
comfortable and secure grip. As injection
molded stocks go thisoneisfairly rigid. The
one jarring note is the obvious mold line on
the underside of the forearm. Somehow it
seems out of keeping with the overall classy
appearance of therifle.

Road Test

Ammunition in 6.5x55 is not as com-
monly available as popular American cal-
ibers. After visiting afew gunshops | located
some Remington 140 grain Core-Lokt and
Winchester 140 grain Super-X soft-point
loads. Accuracy was good and consistent.
From the bench at 100 yards, no 5-shot group
quite broke the 1-inch mark, but neither did
any exceed 1.5 inches. Bullets in these loads
are designed for dependabl e expansion rather
than match accuracy. Therefore, | felt these
results were very good.

Pressures in American factory-loaded
6.5x55 loads are kept down in deference to

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

the caliber’'s many old military rifles. Both
140 grain loads tested rated 2,550 fps
muzzle velocity — quite adequate for deer
hunting — aong with very mild recoil. In a
strong, modern action like the Sako, hand-
loaders can improve on this considerably.
Although the choice of factory ammunition
is abit sparse, there is a wide choice of bul-
lets in the correct 0.264-inch diameter.

| found several boxes of Sellier & Bellot
ammunition at a gun show for just $10 a
box. Accuracy wasn't quite as good as the
American brands, but still acceptable —
averaging abit over 1.5 inchesfor five shots.
But | didn’t really want this ammunition for
group shooting, rather to test the rifle from
various field positions; offhand, sitting, and
from improvised rests.

Light And Fast Handling

Therange | use hasaseries of steel targets
of various sizes at ranges from 50 to 300
yards. The Finnlight really excelled in this
type of practical shooting. Some lightweights
with very slim barrelstend to be abit muzzle-
light, and difficult to hold steady. The
Finnlight balances and handles beautifully —
light and fast-handling with enough barrel
weight to hold steady. The excellent balance
and outstanding trigger made for dependable
first-shot hits, which is the red test of a
hunting rifle. The bolt was a joy to operate
from the shoulder for fast follow-up shots.

Other than the previously mentioned
mold line on the Finnlight's synthetic stock,
I cannot find anything to criticize. | happen
to prefer integral magazines to detachable
box magazines, but that's just a personal
choice. Some shooters prefer the fast
loading and unloading of detachable boxes.

In addition to the Finnlight, the Sako 75 is
currently available with unfluted, highly pol-
ished blue sted barrel and action with hand-
somely shaped, checkered walnut stock in the
fancy Deluxe grade and a practical Hunter
grade. With stainless sted barrel and action,
the 75 is avail able with the same walnut stock
as the Hunter or with a synthetic stock. The
catalog aso lists two heavy-barrel varmint
models and a neat little carbine with iron
sights and 19.25-inch barrel.

| have great respect for the old two-lug
Sako actions, especialy the Vixens,
Foresters, and Finnbears of the '60s and
early '70s. Frankly, | started out a bit
resentful that the newer three-lug actions
have replaced my old favorites. But thank-
fully, in appearance, workmanship and
finish a Sako is still a Sako. The new models
are undoubtedly smoother operating than the
best of the old ones. Sakos have never been
cheap. But in my experience they’ ve always

been worth their cost.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Beretta U.S.A. Corp.,
[301] 283-2191
www.berettausa.com

572 wWAYS TO
KEEP QUALITY
AT YOUR SIDE.
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The Lazy Man's Gulde To

1
CLEANING

Stubborn lead residue
in cylinder flute of this :
S&W 686 would not 3
yield to solvent or .
aerosol cleaning spray. -
Vigorous application of
a 69-cent eraser left the
spot sparkling clean.




The Dunk-Kif from
Cylinder and Slide is
a fast, low-effort
cleaning.system.

Rt 4

Marty Hayes, author
of The Professional’s
Guide to Handgun
Cleaning, fakes a
toothbrush to his
. custom Glock .40.

hen | was young, | cleaned my guns with an
amost religious fervor. When | got in from a day

of hunting, especially in rough weather, | cleaned
my guns before | ate. A cowboy took care of his horse
before he took care of himself, didn’t he? Same deal.

That was then. Thisis now.

Did | become complacent? Lackadaisical? Maybe just old?

| dunno. | don't wanna know. All | know is | don't have
nearly asmuch timeto clean gunsas| did in my younger days.

This doesn’t mean that my guns are filthy. | keep them
in good working order. | have to: it's part of my job
description. It just means I'm not obsessive about
cleaning them anymore.

Call melazy. | won't deny it. But if I'm lazy, there's
method to the madness. We all know the rifleman’s
creed: “Without me, my rifle is nothing. Without my
rifle, | am nothing.” Well, let’'s just say | figure my gun
is here to take care of me more than | am here to take care
of the gun.

Cleaning a gun can be a great “leisure thing” for people
like us. The thorough disassembly and meticulous cleaning
of each part is an effective stress-reliever when we have
time to kill. When we don’t have much time though, all
that's required is to get the crud out, make sure there's
nothing in the way of moving parts or rounds, and get the
thing back to work. Let’s ook at some different minimalist
approaches to gun cleaning.

Base Line

Talk to the guy who wrote the book on it. Marty Hayes
is the author of The Professional’s Guide To Handgun
Cleaning, published by the Firearms Academy Of Seattlein
1992 and due to appear as a new edition in 2002. It costs
$9.95 plus $3 postage, and is worth the price.

Marty told me, “I could probably get by with a good
cleaning rod, bore brush, nylon toothbrush, and Break-Free,
along with some rags. It's better to have solvent, but if
you're going absolutely minimalist, Break-Free has a
cleaning function as well as a lubrication function.”

Living as he does on a training range (when you order
the book, ask for info on the excellent courses at Firearms
Academy of Seattle), Marty normally cleans his guns in
great detail and uses a kit that resembles something a car-
penter might carry to a construction site. For what you need
to “just get you through the night,” though, | think he's got
it nailed down.

A Drop In The Bucket

Several years ago, | ran across Bill Laughridge's
Dunk-Kit and instantly fell in love with it. It’s this, like,
bucket of oil stuff. Ya strip your gun, slosh the parts
around in it, and cleaning is, like, over real quick.

Well, maybe Laughridge can say it better than 1.

“It's al petroleum based,” says Bill, “with no acetones
or any other chemicals on ‘the bad list.” It will discolor
wood and eat through rubber or similar substances, so
take your grips off when you put the gunin. All you have
to do is field strip your auto and put the assemblies in to
soak for three to five minutes. You might want to agitate
the frame a little to let carbon wash away. Then, tooth-
brush the frame. That's it.”

With your revolver, advises Bill, “Just take the grips
off and put it in for five minutes, then reach in and cycle
the action a few times under the surface. That will flush
the guts of the revolver clean. Wear safety glasses, so that
cycling the gun doesn’t splash anything into your eyes.”

Truly massive lead deposits should be brushed out of
barrel and chamber as best you can before inserting them in
the bucket of Dunk-Kit. After removal, a much quicker
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brushing should leave everything smooth
and sparkly clean. If the lead has really
gunked things up, Bill suggests swabbing
barrel and chamber(s) with his special De-
Leading Wool.

You can get three-quarters of a gallon of
Dunk-Kit for $32.95. A 1%-gallon bucket is
the most popular and perhaps the best bal-
ance of ease of dunking with ease of storage
at $49.95. For those with massive gun
cleaning chores, or those de-carbonizing
their shotguns or their AR-15 lowers, the
best bet is the 4-gallon container at $94.95.
All prices include freight paid in the conti-
nental U.S.A. That De-Leading wool is
$4.25 per package. Bill finds that a bit of it
on a cleaning rod jag will clear the most
stubborn accumulations in a half-dozen
passes.

Bill assures us that the solution won't
harm night sights, and that the polymer
frames of Glocks are “Dunk-Kit proof.” He
was surprised when | told him that a friend
of mine swears the polymer frame of hisold
HK P9S pistol was shriveled like a prune
when he pulled it out of the Dunk-Kit after
an overnight bath.

Note also that Dunk-Kit doesn’'t need to
be dumped until it reaches the consistency of
crankcase oil, which takes about a year of
heavy use. When that happens, it can be
dropped off at any service station that is set
up to recycle waste oil. Note that if you are
allergic to petroleum, you should use nitrile
gloves, available at any hospital supply
store. This stuff will eat through regular
rubber gloves. For ordering info, you can
reach Laughridge's Cylinder & Slide Shop
at [800] 448-1713.

High Speed, Low Drag

In the Time of the Ancients, when cops
carried revolvers and computers were run
on COBOL and FORTRAN programs, |
worked in my dad’'s jewelry store. That
industry was already using ultrasonic
cleaners. Later, gunsmiths picked up on
them. Even more recently, Outers made
the technology readily accessible to indi-
vidual gun enthusiasts, and several more
ultrasonic cleaning units have come on
the market.

No question, they get the crap out of
the nooks and crannies, and once they’re
set up they can save a lot of time.
However, there is no free lunch. Talk to
Rick Devoid, who makes his living cus-
tomizing guns and has a couple of ultra-
sonic units in his shop.

“They’re not cheap,” he begins. “They
start at $400 or so and can easily go into four
figures. All the ultrasonic units I’ ve worked
with have a biodegradable, non-toxic sol-
vent. If agun isreally dirty, the ultrasonic is
a great time-saver. If there's alot of carbon
on the parts, I'll leave them in for 15 or 20
minutes. If the gun is just ‘typically dirty,’
itsalot less.”

However, Devoid reminds us that if
we're going to use professional equipment,

we should use it like professionals. “All the
ultrasonics I’ve seen have water-based sol-
vent. It's critical that the gun be lubricated
on all its metal surfaces after it comes out of
the machine.”

Listen to the man. I’ ve talked with more
than one gunsmith who shared horror stories
of guns with barrels unwittingly pitted by
amateurs who took them out of an ultrasonic
unit and didn’t oil the bores.

Personally, between the set-up time
and cost for the ultrasonic unit and the
need to re-apply lubricant everywhere, |
figured | was too lazy for this particular
“lazy man’s alternative.” Your needs may
be different from mine. | know a lot of
people who think their ultrasonic cleaning
tank is the greatest technological blessing
for gun buffs since Mike Dillon’s progres-
sive reloader.

However, Rick Devoid offers something
else that absolutely fits the lazy man profile,
andthat is ...

Sentry Solutions

Rick Devoid is licensed to apply Sentry
Solutions, a silvery gray coating that bonds
to the molecular structure of metal surfaces.
The initial application is called Smooth-
Kote. It improves the friction coefficient
between moving parts, and dirt doesn’t stick
to it. Consider it a “long-lasting lube job.”
My police department had it done to all our
issue service pistols — Ruger P90 .45s — a
few years ago. The P90 is a splendidly reli-
able workhorse, but it still gets dirty, and
any dirty autoloader can still jam. Ours no
longer do, unless they get so cruddy that
lower life forms are beginning to evolve
inside the mechanism.

A number of the departments in our
area followed our lead in purchasing P90s
for duty. When we qualify together, one
thing becomes apparent. An officer from
another department comes in with a gun
that hasn’t been cleaned in months, and it
may jam. One of ours shows up with a
Ruger in similar condition, and it doesn’t
jam. The only difference is the Sentry
Solutions treatment. It costs $80 per gun
and is well worth it.

You might want to consider the Deluxe
($120) treatment, which is the same as
above plus a hand burnishing of al parts
with BP2000, a powder finer than graphite
which adds lubricity and reduces the friction
coefficient by another 10 to 20 percent over
the base Smooth-Kote. For either of these
jobs, figure $35 for the return shipment of
your handgun. Two caveats: some of us find
the silvery-gray tone of the treated gun kind
of ugly, and the treatment gives lubrication,
not rust prevention. Your gun will still need
some routine maintenance attention. When it
gets dirty, a light wipe-out with a nylon
brush or a couple of minutes with a com-
pressed air hose whisks away carbon, which
no longer seems to stick. Notes Devoid,
“Even on arevolver with lots of lead build-
up around the forcing cone, a toothpick will
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take it off after the gun has been given the
Sentry Solutions treatment.”

For information contact Tarnhelm
Supply, 431 High St., Boscawen, NH 03303,
www.tarnhelm.com.

The Absolute Minimalist

Being old and lazy, | can even undercut
Marty Hayes' minimum recommended
equipment when | need to. | find paper
towels handier than rags. Like Marty, I'd
rather have Hoppe's#9 or another good, ded-
icated solvent, but can get by with Break-
Free and am just as happy with FP-10.

Where Marty likes toothpicks, | like the
tips of ballpoint pens, swathed in bits of
paper toweling if need be. Toothpicks can
break off little bits of wood inside the gun;
on the other hand, little shreds of toweling
can get caught there, too. Six of one, half-
dozen of the other. However, unlike tooth-
picks, pen tips do agood job of holding back
plungers when re-inserting 1911 slide stops.

Secrets of the Ninja

Emergency Lube. When you run out of
your favorite gun cleaning fluids, you may
find that the only lubricant/rust-preventative
available locally is the ubiquitous WD-40.
This product is al but universally con-
demned by gunsmiths. “It may be OK as a
detergent, but it's alousy lubricant,” we are
told. “It evaporates too easily.” “It sets up
and turns into shellac.”

Yeah. OK. Got it. However, I’ve been
places where it was WD-40, the most
widely distributed product of its kind, or
nothing. I've found that it is, indeed, a
good detergent when you don’t have a ded-
icated solvent. It also keeps the gun lubed
perfectly well for the few days you need it
to do so. If in doubt, clean and re-apply
more freguently until you are again within
reach of your favorite lubricant.

Besides, WD-40 smells good...

De-Greasers. Yes, these products save
a lot of scrubbing, which is why the most
popular of them is called Gun Scrubber
(TM). Yes, as a matter of fact, much
cheaper carburetor cleaner from the hard-
ware store or discount mart seems to per-
form exactly the same function.
Remember, however, the following:

(1) Any such product using carbon tetra-
chloride or similar chemicals needs lots of
ventilation, or it can make you really sick.
Outdoorsisthe best placeto do it, preferably
with a breeze blowing it away from you. (2)
Wear gloves. Laughridge is right: use nitrile
gloves. (3) Wear eye protection. I’ve been
hit in the eyes accidentally with Gun
Scrubber. I’ve also been hit with pepper
spray. I'm not sure which is worse.

Mask Up, Glove Up. The O.R. team
gloves-up and puts on gauze masks before
going to work on the patient. Thisis partly to
protect the patient from their germs, and
partly to protect the O.R. team from anything
the patient has that might be communicable.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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FINALLY, ONE VARIABLE
YOU CAN CONTROL IN A
TACTICAL SITUATION.

INTRODUCING THE
MARK 4° CQ/T" 1-3X14MM

You never know how atactical situation will
develop, or what variables will arise. Leupold
proudly offers one variable you can control:

the new Mark 4® Close Quarter/Tactical

1-3x14mm, designed to be the ultimate
variable-power sighting device for fast

target acquisition and engagement at 1x

close to medium range. It’s rugged,
The Mark 4 CQ/T is atrue variable-

power, illuminated sighting device for
tactical firearms like the M16.

submersible to 66 feet, features a true
1x setting for close range engagement, ten
illumination settings to match any light conditions, and more. For the Leupold
dealer nearest you, call 1-800-929-4949. For a Leupold

catalog, call 1-503-526-1400 or click www.leupold.com.
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r
i MADE RIGHT, MADE HERE.

© 2002 Leupold & Stevens, Inc.
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| don’t feel | need latex gloves to keep
my sweat-salty, rust-producing finger-
prints off this particular “patient.” I'm
going to wipe down the finish with a fine
coat of something protective once I'm
done, anyways. Nor am | worried about
getting my hands dirty. However, when
using bore and chamber brushes, | like to
have nitrile gloves on. When you acciden-
tally pick up the brush by its business end,
the sharp brush strands can make micro-
punctures in the skin surface, and with all
that lead around...

The gauze mask is a good idea whenever
you're brushing out chambers and bores.
Some of the little particles that come out
with the brush’s exit stroke are suspended in
the immediate air you're about to breathe.
Yadon't need a Scott Air Pack or nothin’; a
two-bit gauze mask from the drugstore does
the trick.

Erasing Lead. Back almost a quarter
century ago, | was cleaning guns with
IPSC shooter Ted Hunt. | was whining
about how the lead deposits weren’'t
coming off my beautiful blued steel.
“Hey,” smiled Ted, “it's lead, isn't it?
Why don’t you just take an eraser and
erase it?’

| was about to come back with some
smart crack about lead pencils actually
being made out of graphite when Ted
whipped out an ordinary eraser and pro-
ceeded to — yes — erase the lead stains
from the slide of my Colt .45. | shut up
just in time, and have been erasing stub-
born lead deposits since. No, it isn't a
Lewis Lead Remover, but it costs 69 cents
and it gets the lead off.

Final Tips

The last bit of gun cleaning stuff in the
spray can that you thought would be just
enough to clean every gun for tonight...
won't be. Keep one more little plastic
squeeze-hottle of FP-10 or Break-Free in
your Minimalist Cleaning Kit.

Always have one of those small emer-
gency screwdrivers on your keychain, and
always have the keychain with you.

Do not clean your gun with the towels
in the hotel bathroom. The management
will say hurtful things to you and charge
you full price to replace the towels. How
do | know this, you ask? Trust me, | know
this.

Do not clean your guns with your wife's
towels, either. In addition to having to buy
newer, fancier, even higher-priced towels
than at the hotel, there will be additiona
penalties in the form of long-stemmed roses
and involuntary sexual abstinence.

How do | know this, you ask? See
above...
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TACK DRIVERS AREN’T BORN . . . THEY’'RE MADE!

@ECH WHAT'S THE BIG DIFFERENCE?
WHY ARE MILLETT SCOPES BETTER?

The Power
to do the job!

The way a scope is designed and built can make it a “tack with correct
driver” or not. Millett's new Varmint Target scopes are “tack tolerance and
drivers’ because they have a unique coil spring system for precise function
windage and elevation adjustments once only found on that makesit a

very expensive, custom made target optics. Plus
there's a special scope assembly process that assures
every moving surface fits properly

precision shooting instru-
ment or not. That's why each
Millett “tack driver” is backed
by afull, no hassle lifetime guar-
antee.

1in. Tube 30mm Tube

Buck Silver
4-12 X40 A0
6-18 X 40 AO

Buck Gold

Varmint Target Special o = *-—-"' ] N
yon e oy aojaRsen Precision Hunting Optics
Tooe our scopes! The Better You See,
The Better You Shoot!
Angle-Loc™ Windage Adjustable
JARNUSIIABLE OBJECTIVE SOIL SPR g 16131 Gothard St., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 » 800/MILLETT = 714/842-5575 » www.millettsights.com
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THAT YOU’LL WEAR

ALL YEAR LONG.

PERFECT FOR NORMAL

§ RIGOROUS ACTIVITY. .
QUICK ACCESS TO . T
DEFENSELESS YOUR WEAPON. TOTALLY CONCEALED

L]
COMPLETE COMFORT

THINK AGAINY! .

Imagine the freedom of
wearing shorts, jeans, sweats, slacks, T-Shirts, even swimming trunks. Leave your shirt neatly tucked in or, take your SHIRT OFF!
Imagine a holster with no clothing restrictions! Worn on the hips for all day & night comfort sitting or standing - designed by a
wearer. THUNDERWEAR™ has sizes to conceal large autos such as 45's down to 22's and every weapon in between. Perfect
for revolvers. “USED BY UNDERCOVER POLICE, FBI,” NOW Discounters of

, Cri T
As seen On TV'S|  ORDER TODAY 1-800-830-3057 Credit Cord Ordors | " ant
. $44.95 plus $8.95 S&H NY residents add 8-1/2% tax LOASSTAITA .
BELIEVE IT OR NOT”| | EAX YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE 888-830-3058 or 516-877-2048 Ask Us!
Phone Number ( ) Waist Size: Right [ | Left[ |Gun Make Model #

Check Enclosed [ | Please enclose your name & address. Make checks payable to:
Defense Security Products

3-01 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 108, OLD BROOKVILLE, NY 11545
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Kegp‘EmClean

Good firearms deserve good care. Here are a few
thoughts on the subject from the GUNS staff.

arch down to your local gun shop, and odds are that you'll find a wide
variety of products designed to clean, [ubricate and/or preserve the finish

of your fine firearms. Unless your local shop is particularly well stocked,
you can look at the assortment of different concoctions on the shelf, mul-
tiply that number by about 15, and you'll be close to the actual quantity of

such products available on the market.

Out of this staggering variety, which products are actually the best for your uses? The
only person who can answer that question is you. You'll want to experiment to learn for
yourself what works well, but you will probably aso observe what your shooting and
hunting partners tend to use. That is the idea here.

Massad Ayoob and John Taffin have shared some thoughts on cleaning materialsin the
pages of this issue. Here is some additional input from other members of our staff...

GUN CLEANERS

By Charles E. Petty

hen | got this assignment, | went
Wto the workbench where | do

most of my gun cleaning and
took inventory. Frankly | was a bit sur-
prised to find 15 different cleaners and 11
lubricants. Now in my work | am often
sent samples to try out and — packrat that
| am — they don’t get discarded. At one
time or another I’ ve used them all but rou-
tine cleaning chores are usually done with
afew favorites.

- ;‘ 4aN

I make a distinction between rifles and
handguns. Almost any good solvent will
do a great job on handguns because the
main thing we have to remove is powder
fouling. Most often I'll use Outers’ Nitro
Solvent in an aerosol can because it is so
convenient and | don't have to worry
about spilling bottles.

Rifles are a very different story. High
pressure/high velocity cartridges leave

continued on page 62
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VOODOO FREE
CLEANING

By Roy Huntington
Editor American
Handgunner

rankly, I’ ve found virtually all of the
name-brand, quality cleaning prod-
ucts seem to work well. For specific
chores, like heavy leading, heavy
copper fouling, etc. it does pay to work with
a product specifically intended to attack the
problem at hand. For general cleaning, I've
had very good luck with MP-7 products,
from their cleaner to their lubricant. It is
non-hazardous and doesn’'t stink up the
garage when you're using it. Having said
that, there simply isn't anything as delightful
as good old Hoppes #9. And for al the rea-
sons we al understand, it smells better than
$200-per-ounce perfume.

Sweets 7.62 makes easy work of copper
fouling and Brownells JB Bore Cleaner (a
mild abrasive) makes a good companion
cleaner for the really tough stuff. Ditto for
getting the lead out. Find a Lewis Lead
Remover and worship at the ater of who-
ever invented it. In revolvers and autopis-
tals, it is the final word in scraping out all
the crud prior to a good working over with
your favorite solvent.

Outers' Foul Out is the period on the end
of the sentence when it comes to the lazy
man’s cleaning gear. Plug the bore, dump the
solvent in, turn on the power and go have a
cold one. The lead or copper is magically
transferred to the Foul Out rod and everyone
is happier for it. Don't ask me to explain it
but suffice to say there isn't any Voodoo
involved. Or at least | don’t think so.

Finish up with a good qudity light oil or
rust fighter. The aerosols work nicely. Just a
quick shot on a shop rag, a wipe down, and
your favorite Parker is protected from those
friends you have with sulfuric acid fingerprints.

But mostly, just clean the darn things
once in a while. Having worked behind the
counter of agun store| am still astounded by
the general state of disrepair and levels of
grunge on the average gun brought into the
store for repair or cleaning. Don’t be one of
those customers the guys behind the counter
make fun of when they leave.
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KG CLEANING COMPONENTS

By Sam Fadala

've had good luck with KG(tm)
I Industries 4-step series cleaning compo-

nents, relying on KG-1, 2, 3 and 4, used
in that order. KG-1 Carbon Remover dis-
solves carbon and is pledged to be especially
effective on black powder. KG-2 Bore
Restorer goes after lead deposits and copper
fouling. KG-3 Solvent & Degreaser evapo-
rates rapidly with no film residue, serving as
a bore flusher. KG-4 Gun Qil also cleans,
but its magjor goal is lubrication and metal
preservation. Recent work with aMarlin 336
Cowhboy 38-55 required a great number of
shots fired with both Winchester factory

CLEANING
GEAR

By David Fortier

0 some, cleaning firearms is a
I great labor of love. To others,
myself included, cleaning a dirty
weapon is a necessary evil. While | love
to shoot large quantities of ammunition, |
don’t look forward to cleaning up after
the fun is over. So, when it's time to
break-out the cleaning gear, | want stuff
that works — no muss, no fuss.
While there is a vast amount of different
solvents, cleanersand lubricants on the market,
I’'m pretty old fashioned. For the most part, |

KEEPING IT
SIMPLE

By Jim Gardner

selection of cleaning solvents. Like most,

I’'m intoxicated by the scent of Hoppe's
No. 9, but to be honest, | don’t always have a
bottle on my bench. In many of the gun-
smithing shops I've

Iconfess that I’'m not very rigid about the

jacketed and cast bullets from a
Redding/Saeco double-cavity 255-grain
RNFP mould. The KG system did afine job
of removing both lead and copper fouling.
The system runs like this: KG-1 on a
patch attacks the carbon first, followed by
KG-2, which goes after copper fouling and
lead wash. KG-3 is a bore-flusher sprayed
directly into the muzzle, firing a short burst
followed by acleaning patch. Next, KG-3 is
fired downbore again followed by patches
run through the bore several passes to mop
out leftover residue. When patches emerge
clean, atouch of KG-4 Gun Oil is applied as

make due with Hoppe's No. 9 and Break-Free
CLP. Hoppe's not only smells good, but does
the job. My heavily used and abused self-
loadersare cleaned and lubed with Break-Free.
This cleans (even residue from corrosive
ammunition), lubricates and protects. My only
change of pace comeswhen cleaning precision
rifles. For this | use Shooter’s Choice, period.

great success with Chopie’'s Black Solve
(available from Dixie Gunworks) as well as
the old standard of hot, soapy water.

I'm a little more adamant about my
choicesin lubricants. Break Free CLPis hard
to beat where an oil is desired, but for many
uses, | insist that only a grease will stay in
placeto lubricate where desired. RIG “+P” is
a good choice and it makes specific clams
about preventing galling on stainless-steels
— an important consideration. For lubri-
cating the M1 Garand and M-1A, | still use

continued on page 62

frequented, kerosene
or commercial
Stoddard solvent was
used simply because
it was aways on hand
in the cleaning tank.
It seemed to do afine
job. I am careful to
keep some Sweet's
7.62 within reach for
dedling with particu-
larly bad copper
fouling, as well as a
jar of JB. Bore Paste.
For cleaning after |~
firing with black
powder, | have had

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

ametal preserver. The job is done.

There is aso a KG-5 Micro-Teflone
Trigger Lube, which promises to “improve
trigger pull and control.” This chemical is
especially formulated, says the company, for
trigger mechanisms. Finaly, | like the KG
Systems packaging — four plastic bottles
with well-fitted snap-off tops, plus one spray
can. Easy to use, easy to store.

It cleans well without being abrasive.

More important are the tools used to clean
your fine firearm. It's a fact of life that an
improperly used steel rod can quickly degrade
arifle's accuracy. A bore guideis cheap insur-
ance and a must have item. | use one from
Stoney Point. This, in conjunction with coated
rods from Dewey, helps to protect my rifle's
bore and crown. Also of extreme importance
are the brushes you use. | use only high-
quality bore brushes with a brass, not steel,
shank. A brush with a steel shank can scratch
your bore, so avoid them. Thisisjust asimple
matter of spending a few extra dollars. | buy
brass-cored brushes a dozen at a time from
Brownells. Kegp them clean, and when their
time is past, replace them. While cleaning
your firearm may not be fun, the right gear
will certainly make thejob easier.

HERE’'S
WHAT | USE...

By: Holt Bodinson

Solvents/ Cleaners:

High power rifles: Shooter’s Choice
Bore Solvent; Hoppe's Bench Rest-9
Copper Solvent; Sweet’'s 7.62; and
Brownell’s J-B Bore Compound.

Shotguns: Shooter’s Choice Bore Solvent
and Birchwood Casey Gun Scrubber.

Handguns And Rimfires: Shooter’s
Choice Bore Solvent; MPro 7; and Shooter’s
Choice Lead Remover.

Blackpowder: Ballistol

Lubricants:

Birchwood Casey Synthetic Oil and
Break Free CLP.

Preservatives:

Break Free “Collector;” Brownell’s Rust
Preventive No. 2; and Renaissance Micro-
Crystalline Wax.
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Gunmakers Guild (ACGG) and Firearms Engravers

Guild of America (FEGA) Exhibition, the winning
ticket for a very specia firearms project is drawn. As the
No. 17 signifies, the 2002 version is the seventeeth such
project for the ACGG. For this project, 4,000 raffle tickets
at $20 each will be sold. Thelucky winner of the raffle need
not be present at the Reno exhibition to win.

Each year at the combined American Custom

Genesis 0f An Idea

The project for 2002 was hatched, as so many good proj-
ects are, during a bull session among four shooters and
hunters. The late Harold Randall, Ron Harter, Mike Kelly and
Steve Nelson were al gathered in Randy's shop in
Monmouth, Ore. Randy was a custom stockmaker and
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meachinist who did great work but was scarcely known outside
hislocal area. Ron is a professional welder and machinist and
an amateur gunmaker from Independence, Ore. Heis also an
avid ek hunter. Mike is a serious afficionado of custom gun
work and aformer competitive pistol shooter.

It was only natural that when this quartet got together,
the subject always turned to custom rifles. On one such
gathering, even though none of the group had any per-
sonal experience with dangerous game hunting in Africa,
they each speculated about the choice of a dangerous
game rifle. After their discussion — which lasted several
hours — they arrived at a consensus. They decided that
they would choose arifle with a Mauser action chambered
for the .404 Jeffrey Nitro Express cartridge, and fitted
with iron sights only. They further decided that the rifle
would be similar to the style turned out by Jeffery and
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KERS GUILD
PROJECT NO.17

other London makers around the turn of the twentieth cen-
tury. That was a time when many young British military
personnel and civil servants of limited means were being
posted to British colonies in Africa and India and ordered
rifles to take with them.

These rifles were usually rather simple in design with
absolutely nothing to interfere with fast handling in tight sit-
uations. The group decided that no scope was necessary but,
unlike most British express rifles, they aso ruled out a
series of folding leaf-open sights. Rather, they decided on a
single fixed-leaf rear sight with a gold bead front sight.
They did agree that a large ivory bead might be useful for
low light conditions. The stock would be crafted from
walnut of course, but one selected for ideal grain flow
instead of flashy figure. Any embellishments would have to
be tasteful but not pretentious.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

After ending the discussion, the group regarded the
events as speculation and went on to something else.
However, Steve Nelson couldn’t quite get the idea out of
his mind. In fact, in his spare time, he started tinkering a
bit with some metalwork for just such a rifle. A few
months later, he learned that the originally scheduled
project for the 2002 ACGG raffle had run into some dif-
ficulties. Steve suggested the .404 project as a replace-
ment and after a series of discussions with the Board of
Directors, it was accepted.

Steve did all the metalwork on therifle. He started with
a 1947 FN Mauser action with no thumb cut. He altered
the action to a single sguare bridge configuration and
added an original Oberndorf bent bolt handle. He likewise
added atrap grip cap and drop box magazine with straddle
floor plate. He installed a 25-inch Kreiger barrel and
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chambered it for the .404 NE. Nelson then
added an island rear sight ramp with a
single standing leaf, a barrel band sling
stud, and a barrel band front sight ramp fea-
turing both a gold bead and a flip-up ivory
night sight.

He also installed an auxiliary recoil lug.
The trigger is a single stage Oberndorf
honed to a crisp 3-pound release. Nelson
then turned the metalwork over to stock-
maker Charles Worthing to whittle the stick
of English walnut into a stock.

Worthing shaped the blank into a tradi-
tiona British style and finished the wood
with a hand-rubbed oil finish. He also check-
ered the stock with a 24 Ipi pattern, added a
leather covered recoil pad, a gold nameplate,
an ebony forend tip and a steel crossbolt.

Next, the piece was turned over to
Robert Hughes for the engraving. He com-
plemented the rifle with a traditional
English scroll pattern with a Cape Buffalo
in gold inlay on the floor plate. Once
Hughes was finished, the rifle went back
to Steve Nelson for rust bluing of the
action, barrel, floor plate and grip cap as
well as anitre blue job on the screws, pins
and other small parts.

Marvin Huey then crafted one of his ele-
gant fitted oak and leather trunk type cases
to cradle the rifle and its accessories in
French fitted compartments. A custom
forged Damascus knife crafted by Keith
Kilby, completed the accessories in the case.

Beautiful, But Meant To Be Used

While many, if not most, of the ACGG
annual projects are more museum pieces
than they are functional field pieces, Steve
Nelson was true to the consensus reached
in Harold Randall’s shop a few years ear-
lier. Nothing would please the makers
more than to see thisrifle taken to the field
and used for the purpose it was designed
and built for. This does not mean that the
quality of the rifle is any less than the
museum pieces that preceded it. It only
means that they left off many of the less
useful bells and whistles that are not really
functional on a rifle built to stop dan-
gerous game.

The stock blank was also selected for
function rather than for show, with good
grain direction through the wrist to withstand
the force of the potent .404 cartridge. The
rifleis utilitarian, but of the highest quality.

The owner of thisfinerifle was determined
on February 10, 2002 with the drawing of win-
ning ticket number 450. A total of 1,806 tickets
were sold, so as you can see, your odds of
being drawn as the winner are certainly much
better than for example, playing the lottery.

Will No. 18 Be Yours?

Why not purchase a handful of tickets
for the ACGG’s project No. 18, which will
be a beautiful M1903 Springfield, cham-

bered for the .35 Whelan cartridge and
remodeled in the best classic style? The
drawing will be held February 2, 2003, in
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
M1903 Springfield. Tickets may be pur-
chased via the ACGG, 22 Vista View

Drive, Cody, WY 82414-9606.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Steve Nelson, Metalsmith
7430 NW Valley View Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97330

Robert Hughes, Engraver
2514 Cordell Ave
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Charles Worthing, Stockmaker
3020 Conarty Rd
Malaga, WA 98828

Marvin Huey, Case Maker
PO Box 22456
Kansas City, MO 64113

Turk's Head Productions
[208] 782-4164
www.turkshead.com

I ANENR
continued from page 58

jacket metal behind as they pass through
the bore and before long you've got to
remove it or accuracy will go to pot.
Conventional solvents are unlikely to do
this job. For the last few years I've been
using a bore scope to monitor the condi-
tion of several barrels and judge the effec-
tiveness of various cleaning products and
procedures and have developed a two
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level process using escalating force. At the
range | clean the bores of most rifles every
15 to 20 rounds. The solvent changes from
time to time, but right now it is Butch's
Bore Shine. I've found it to do a good job
of removing metal fouling without being
SO0 aggressive as to be difficult to use
somewhere that you can't wash your
hands. Let me explain.

Almost all bore cleaners that effectively
remove copper fouling contain some form of
ammonia. Most commonly these are in a
solution that is basic — sometimes very
much so. In chemistry class | learned that if
you get a base on your fingers it feels realy
slick right before it starts to burn and make
you want to get it off. You can usually iden-
tify these cleaners by smell — it's hard to
miss ammonia's smell.

I’m not one who believes that you have
to get every microgram of copper out of
the barrel and my routine usually does not
require further work. But now and then a
gun may need more. My next step up is
either Shooter’s Choice Copper Remover
or Outer’s Super Solvent. Both of these
are pretty stout but if they don’t get every-
thing the next step is Sweet’s. This stuff is
strongly ammoniacal and really needs to
be used with care and ventilation. The last
step is to use the Outer’s Foul Out electro-
chemical cleaner. If none of those

work it's time for a new barrel.

(W
continued from page 59

the old G.I. standard of Lubriplate grease.
For a preservative, Break Free CLP
comesinto use again, unlessthe armisto be
stored for alonger period, in which casel’'m
partial to RIG (Rust Inhibiting Grease).
There you have it. Frankly, al of the
commercial products are good. But some
suit my needs a little better than others. The
bottom line is to keep your guns reasonably
clean and especially to keep them properly
lubricated. You wouldn’t run your automo-

bile without oil, would you?
GOOD SOURGES FOR THESE MATERIALS

Brownells
[641] 623-4000
www.brownells.com

Dixie Gunworks
www.dixiegunworks.com

Dillon Precision
[800] 762-3845
www.dillonprecision.com

KG Industries, Inc.
[800] 348-9558
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CAMNMOMNSAFE, INC.

216 SoUTH 2ZNO AVENUE
BuiLDiNG Numeser S332
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WWW. CANNONSAFE. COM

Career Training in

GUNSI\/IITHING

Earn an Associate
(Occupational)

Degree in 14 Months.

+ 1500 Hands-on
Shop Hours

* Financial Aid
to those who quali

* Approved for
\kterans Education

M “Not a Home-Study
] course.

e
Training Gunsmiths Since 1947 - Farrier Courses

Colorado School of
Trades
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Outdoor Outfitter
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Auto-Ordnance Corporation

Auto-Ordnance 1911A1
“WWII Parkerized”

An American Classic
still availablel

Completely redesigned, reengineered and made by Kahr Arms in the U.S.A.

KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913 Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com
Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833 Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046

2002 Lyman Tachmayr

Shooters and sportamen can now view ihe fall ange of Lyman
and Pachmays Prodacs vie our new websile oF 45 page olor
caaloge. Both feature gll of Lyman and Pachmayr's exciting
new prodedt liscup, Sign ep for ouf 350860 On Targes
Sweepsinkes The new wehsite www. iymampreducicrom ale
interacts with Lymans other Tamons brand panss peodocts
including Pachmayr, TecSiar Sholgen Acoessories, Boich's
rim Care Pradlucts asd A-FLooin Melal Saapcaps
Catalog is free al your dealer or sond 3200 for Shipping &
HJIh":I:.; o Lyman, Please vinl our sew webaile

[, 547, 75 Saath S0 MideDedoram, 71 (6457
Call bl free 1-800-22-LYMAN

'|'l"|'l"|'I'.J:'u'.l'rl‘i'l'Hj.i'ﬁ'.h!:-!-I'I'l'.\-.{'l'.-'.l'l'f - F|-'||l'il-iff-'l'l'{'lrl.l'rﬂ'l'_'l'ﬁ:":'.i'ﬂl'

JUNE 2002

63



FOBUS. ON YOUR SIDE.
FEATHER LIGHT

oLl DesicNED FoR THE IsrAELI MiLITARY

Mool RILKT
Fits Fugis £33,
55, 8T

Mo a comoealowent holster with na SpPrings,
sriapEs, screws o adjustment devioes o loosen,
Made trom special high density polymers
ingected into expensive precision molds. Hip
hugging, hlbl‘l. ridimg, bow profile with unbe
licvable retention, comfort and less than half
thix waeight of other holsters (1.8 to 2.7 ax.)
Impervious 0 hot or cold weather,  Made
B jally for the model listed. Lifetaime warranty fOr wisar,
r;-|1|..'|"|'|:|1|.':|1 by FOBLUS o refund frgam the '|:-:'-in1 wf FI'.I.rl_'hﬂz-i.'.

gl
Hiava & el M

FOBUS USA
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Whether wou enjoy shooling High Power Compeliions, Three Gun
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PALADIN PRESS

Looking for practical infemation and real
solutiors for Soday's workd? PALADIN PRESS
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such a3 firearms,
cambat shooting,
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S & K_SCOPE MOUNTS + S & K SCOPE MOUNTS « S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

Presents: sKqutured Bases
Smooth Kontoured ngs
PROXECTIONLESS MOUNTS RING PATENT #5,533,267

Send For Brochure:

S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E

SUGAR GROVE PA 16350
Tel: 800 5

814-489

Fax: 814 489 5466
Website:

www.scopemounts.com

An American Classic still availablel

Tommy Guns are banned in CA & CT. Made with Pride in the U.S.A.

Thompson 1927A-1
“Deluxe Semi-Auto”

Shipped with 30 round Stick magazine
*10 round Drum magazine - optional

® KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913
‘m Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com
—_ ™  Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833
r Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046
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continued from page 30

example, at a range of 300 yards, the .270
WSM with the 130-grain Ballistic Silvertip
delivers 18 percent more wallop on target.
Energy doesn’t kill, but it does enhance
bullet expansion and performance.

Testing On America's Plains Game

I’ve enjoyed hunting deer and antelope
with the .270 Win. over the years, and
indeed, one of the most accurate and flat
shooting coyote loads I’ ve ever used is till
the 90-grain Sierra hollow point steaming
along at 3,500 fps. So when Winchester sig-
naled that aModel 70 Featherweight in .270
WSM mounted with a Kahles 3-9x42 and a
supply of the 130-grain Ballistic Silvertip
load were available for testing, it was off for
a late season antelope hunt at the popular
Mankin Ranch near Gillette, Wyo.

Combining Wyoming's windy plains
with late season antelope that were so skit-
tish they churned into overdrive when you
were still amile or two away, the hunt turned
out to be an excellent test of the .270 WSM
and the optical definition offered by apair of
Kahles 10x42 binoculars.

The Model 70, .270 WSM ammunition,
and | arrived at the ranch late in the after-
noon before the beginning of the hunt. There
wasn't time for analytical group shooting,
but settling down at the 100-yard bench to
establish azero, | was pleased to see my first

three shots fall into 1.25 inches in spite of
Wyoming's gusting winds. Recoil seemed to
be on the level of a similar weight .30-’06
when firing 150-grain bullets.

Taking full advantage of the .270
WSM’s ballistics with the 130-grain
loading, | sighted in the Model 70
Featherweight 2.5 inches high at 100 yards,
which placed the bullet 1.5 inch low at 300
yardsand 11 incheslow at 400 yards. At the
ranch, there were 15-inch diameter gongs
set up at 345 and 400 yards. Holding dead-
on at 345 and at the top edge of the 400
yard gong, one could play a gong serenade
for as long as the ammunition lasted.

Campbell County, Wyomingishometothe
largest antelope herds in the West. Its rolling
sage lands are now sprinkled with oil and
methane wells, but the pronghorns don’t seem
to mind the intrusion abit. Even at the tail end
of the season, we were seeing numerous herds
of 20 or more antelope marshaled by some
very fine quality herd bucks.

Making a ground-hugging sneak on one
particular herd, | miscalculated the range.
My first shot on game with the .270 WSM at
a little over 350 yards away zipped right
over the back of the herd buck. As the herd
streaked off and was cresting a ridge 300
yardsto my right, | connected with aslightly
lesser buck and the hunt was over. The 130-
grain Ballistic Silvertip opens up a large
wound channel and on light 100 to 140
pound pronghorn bucks, it will typically
penetrate completely.

So, if you've enjoyed hunting with the
.270 Win. or if you've never owned a .270
and would like to try one, by al means,
choose the ultramodern .270 Winchester
Short Magnum in a compact Model 70
Featherweight or Browning A-Bolt. It's all a
modern cartridge should be, while retaining
those qudlities that have made the .270-cal-
iber an outstanding choice for seven decades.

And quite to the surprise of many of us,
Winchester is tweaking the basic WSM case
design a bit more in order to give us another
new short magnum, the 7mm WSM. In fact,
look for more WSM calibersin the future as
soon as there are enough .270, 7mm and
.300 WSM chambered Model 70s and

Browning A-Bolts in the

retail pipeline.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Winchester Ammunition
[618] 258-3568
Www.winchester.com

U.S. Repeating Arms
[801] 876-2711
www.winchester-guns.com

Browning
[801] 876-2711
www.browning.com

Mankin Ranch
[307] 682-3007
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CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE

EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!

You're licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious messsage. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and

insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. G602,

1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571

Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769
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continued from page 20
retract the Guardian's slide but the perceived
effort may be grester as there is less surface
areato grip.

The Guardian operates double-action-only
with a10-pound trigger pull of typical smooth-
ness for afactory gun. The edges of the trigger
are relatively sharp and can cause pinching of
the trigger finger for some individuals.

Range Time

The number one consideration in any
defensive handgun is reliability. On the first
trip to the range, the Guardian experienced
three failures to fire and three failures to
feed in the first 50 rounds with FMJ ammu-
nition. | suspected a weak magazine spring
was responsible for the malfunctions as the
last round consistently failed to feed. | was
at aloss to explain the failures to fire, but
suspected an underpowered hammer spring.

A second trip to the range with Federal
and Aguila 71-grain FMJ ammunition con-
firmed a problem existed with the gun.
Firing 100 rounds, there were four last round
failures to feed, but the worst problem was
the inconsistent ignition. One particular
magazine full required about 15 pulls of the
trigger to empty the magazine.

| e-mailed Sandy Chisholm, NAA presi-
dent, on a Saturday and received a response
Sunday. He said to send it back with a note
listing the problems and of course any work
would be free under the lifetime warranty. |
was impressed that a company president
promptly and kindly responded to a request
for help from an average customer.

| was considering ordering some factory
custom work but because of the malfunctions,
had concerns about throwing in good money
after bad. Should | be sure the problems were
taken care of first and then ship the firearm
back to NAA for custom work? Or should |
have the custom work done while the
Guardian was at the factory to avoid the cost
and frustration of shipping the firearm a
second time via UPS? Chisholm’s response
gave me the confidence to place the order.

The NAA Custom Shop offers many
options such as special sights, stippling,
porting, and exotic finishes. The custom
work | wanted was the Carry Package,
which involves a comprehensive melting of
all sharp edges of the Guardian for comfort-
able pocket carry.

The gun came back in a month having
undergone a massive physical transformation
— afeast for the eyes! The vestigia front and
rear sights and the top rib had been machined
off. The top was refinished in its origina
matte finish and the sides were left brushed.
All sharp edges had been melted with the most
radical work performed on the barrel muzzle.
The trigger face was polished mirror smooth
and | no longer feared pinching the trigger
finger. A new magazine was aso included to
take care of the feeding problems.
Considering the quantity and the quality of
work done, | thought the asking price of $99
for the carry package job was very reasonable.
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Incidentally, when asked about the possi-
bility of NAA offering production Carry
Package models, Chisholm stated there were
no such plans, but a Carry Package gun or
any other customization desired could be
ordered direct from NAA viaan FFL holder.
This eliminates the step of buying a produc-
tion gun from a retailer and sending it back
to NAA for customization.

The Carry Package Guardian looked like
a keeper but would it perform like one?
After 500 rounds, there have been zero fail-
ures to fire. There were two failures to feed
due to operator error, both occurred while
shooting with one hand and using too
relaxed a grip learned from days of bullseye
shooting. Pistols, especially small light-
weight autos with their short dide cycle
times and lighter physical weight, need an
extrafirm grip to reliably feed and gject.

Not A Bullseye Gun

Without sights it's difficult to test for
accuracy, but after much practice, | gained a
semblance of good point shooting accuracy.
Shooting from about 6 yards, two-handed,
slow firing — six rounds clustered within a
3-inch circle. Thisis more than adequate for
encounters of the closest kind.

| teamed the Carry Package Guardian with
an Aker Pocket Holster. An extra flap of
leather on the front of the holster obscuresthe
gun’s profile, leaving observers to believe a
wallet sitsin the front pocket. The dehorning
job on the Guardian allows a smooth uninter-
rupted draw from holster or pocket without
worry; no more protruding sights or sharp
edges to snag on loose pocket threads.

How does the Guardian stack up as a
defensive firearm for concealed-carry? It hic-
cuped out of the box, but after returning it to
NAA and subsequently shooting 500 rounds
without a hitch less operator error, it has
proven itself to be a reliable defensive pistal.
NAA stands behind its products and eagerly
works with you to make it right. The Carry
Package option facilitates sudden desth draws
from concealment and as a bonus, it enhances
the beautiful lines of the Guardian, making
daily carry asirresistible as a siren’s song.

There's no arguing that few, if any,
would consider the Guardian as an ultimate
choice for concealed carry; but often it's the
right choice. For slightly built persons like
myself who don't find it easy to concea a
large handgun — smaller is better. Now
there’s no excuse to break the cardinal rule
of gunfighting — aways bring a gun to a
gunfight. As the jingle goes, “don’t leave

home without it.”
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

North American Arms
[800] 821-5783
WWW. Naminis.com

Aker Leather

[800] 645-AKER
www. akerleather.com
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard (no
envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send to GUNS
Magazine, GOM JUNE, P.0. BOX 639033, San Diego,
CA 92163-9033. Entries must be received before JULY
1, 2002.

Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

1 visit a shooting sports manufac-
turer's website the followiing number
of times per month:

(A) 1-5
(B) 6-11
(9] 12 or more

UESTION OF THE MONTH: e !ﬁ'
() i

City, State, Zip

Phone #_(

Store Hours:

a.m. thru

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.

To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.

Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws.
Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary.

Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.
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6 You Can Win This 2
Cooper Arms Of Montana

MODEL 21 VARMINTER

he Gun Of The Month for June is a specia treat — a Cooper Arms Model

21 Varminter. This is an absolute sweetheart of a rifle, beautifully

trimmed and properly proportioned to the .223 cartridge it is chambered

for. The Model 21 action is a single-shot. The lack of a magazine cut-out
greatly stiffens the action and maximizes accuracy. Other features include a three-
lugged bolt, plunger € ector and a positive Sako type extractor. The bolt handle sets
out from the stock just the right amount to facilitate easy use. Length of the stain-
less-steel barrel is 24 inches, with a target crown and straight tapered contour that
results in arifle weight of about 7.5 pounds.

The stock of the Cooper Arms Model 21 Varminter is a beautiful piece of walnut.
The wide, flat forend will ride solidly on sand bags or other support. Wrist and pistol
grip are finely hand-checkered, and a non-slip Pachmayr rifle pad is carefully fitted.

Accuracy is the watch word at Copper. As you would expect, the trigger is light
and crisp. Barrels are meticulously air-gauged inspected. The barrel is free-floated,
but without an ugly, oversized gap. Wood to metal fit is beautiful throughout. The
proof of al this careful work is the test target that is furnished with each Cooper
rifle. In short, Cooper builds an astoundingly beautiful and impressively accurate
rifle. If you appreciate truly fine rifles, you must call to order a catalog. You should
have alook at Cooper’s Website as well. Look for a feature article on Cooper Arms
by Charles Petty in the near future. In Petty’s words: “This is a keeper!”

Cooper Arms of Montana
[406] 7770373

\ www.cooperfirearms.com )
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DOES YOUR 1911
STACK UP?

When John Browning designed the Model 1911 pistol for
e Coit's Manufacturing Co., he created the standard By which
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lever up. Release the slide and allow it to
move forward alittle, pull then release the
trigger, and the slide can be removed to
the front. The compound recoil spring is
assembled as a unit and is removed easily.
The barrel lifts out just as it does on most
other pistols.

Thisisafull-size pistol availablein 9mm
Luger, .357 SIG and .40 S&W. Springfield's
future plans include a .45 ACP and compact
models. The suggested retail price is $489.
It'salot of gun for the money.

0ff To The Range

For this review | tested pistols in 9mm
and .40 S&W. Fortunately I’ ve been ableto
shoot them each quite a bit, literally putting
hundreds of rounds through each. A wide
variety of ammo was used, from very light
handloads to +P 9mm and 155 grain .40s,
which always have the greatest chance of
stoppage due to the extremely fast dlide
cycle. | have yet to experience a malfunc-
tion. As you might expect, recoil with the
.40 was a bit more brisk than the 9mm, but
surely not a problem. The gun handles very
well, and is fun to shoot. The sights are
well regulated.

The shape of the grip is comfortable and
the decent trigger pull made it easy to shoot.
Accuracy testing’s biggest surprise was that
the results for the two different guns were
almost identical. Very often in this type of
test we'll see one gun show a strong prefer-
ence for one load. That wasn't the case here,
eliminating worries about basing ammo
selection on accuracy.

Other shooting impressions are uni-
formly favorable. Though more of an obser-
vation than a complaint, the .40 requires a
firm grip. Recoil is sharp, and while far from
punishing, | found the pistol wanting to twist
in my hand. But even a very loose hold
would not induce a malfunction.

Springfield has formed a joint venture
company (Springfield Armory Croatia Ltd.)
with IM Metal, the manufacturer in
Carlstadt, Croatia. And there's a new logo to
go with it. On top of the dlide you'll see the
traditional crossed cannon logo. But it reads,
“Springfield Armory Carlstadt Croatia.”

| began by talking about better mouse-
traps and here we have one. Reese was right,
for the XD blends good features from a
number of pistols — and adds to them to

make the whole better than
the sum of the parts.
FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACT:

Springfield Armory
[800] 680-6866
www.springfieldarmory.com
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Safariland duty holster for the big Glock 21
was too small. Good grief, even a nylon
Uncle Mike's belt dlide was too small. At
last, | discovered | could shove it into a
leather Aker belt scabbard made for the .45
caliber Glock 30 and get an adequate fit. The
good news was that the magazines didn’t
need extra-large carry pouches. Regular
pouches for double stack mags (SIG, S&W,
etc.) fit the XD40 magazines perfectly.

Oncethe gun was on it felt like, well, like
carrying a Glock. The light weight makes it
comfortable. No sharp edges present them-
selvesto dig the wearer, even with “the naked
gun” inside the waistband, and none present
themselves to snag on covering garments.

As a late update, the holster manufac-
turers are coming onboard already.
Bianchi, Galco, Safariland, Uncle Mikes,
Desantis, and Waldon have all commenced
the introduction of holsters correctly fitted
to the XD.

Observations

The dust cover at the front of the XD40's
polymer frame is molded for a flashlight
attachment. This has become the current
fashion in polymer pistols and even in the
metal-framed Smith & Wesson Tactical
series. | slipped the Insight Technologies M-
3 Tactical llluminator off my Glock 22 and
tried it for size. It did smoothly onto the
X D40 and locked in place.

And | do mean locked. I'm glad this was
the fina portion of the test, 'cause | was
unable to remove the light. Rather than risk
breaking anything, | sent it back to
Springfield Armory. They stripped the light
from the gun and felt that it may have smply
been a little dirt in the wrong place. That
said, the gun and light work reasonably well
together. Perhaps because of the high dlide,
the sights (and the shot) are high inthe circle
of light rather than centered in it at close
range, but that becomes less of a problem as
the distance increases and the M-3's pow-
erful cone of light spreads.

| don't like a gun obviously designed to
be a 14- to 16-shot .40 that only comes with
10-round magazines (two of them), but |
can't blame the Croats or Springfield. Blame
Bill Clinton. Springfield Armory fought the
high-cap magazine ban vigoroudly, and the
10-round “Clinton magazines’ stick as
badly in their craw asin ours.

Some observers have mentioned that
the loaded chamber indicator at the top of
the slide and the cocking indicator at the
rear are sops to “over-safe gun regulation”
a la recent Massachusetts and California
legislation. Maybe, but they're also damn
handy when you want to check your
weapon's status in the dark, just to be sure.
I'm not sure “cocking indicator” is the
right word, since the pistol is not truly
cocked. What that little pin is telling you
is that the trigger is set to firing position.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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This gun does not give second-strike capa-
bility with a misfire, but hardly anyone
cares about that anymore. Current doctrine
is that if a round misfires, you don't give
it a second chance to fail you. You slap the
butt to make sure the magazine is in, you
jack the slide to gject the offending round
and chamber a fresh cartridge, and then
you get back to business.

Springfield Armory obviously wants this
gun to catch on with cops. For that to
happen, there will have to be duty holsters
available and a strong repair and armorer’s
training network in place. For most of my
27 yearsin law enforcement | wasin charge
of the department’s weapons, and believe
me, factory service backup is a bigger con-
cern for cops than most citizen gun enthusi-
asts realize. Springfield Armory is great at
taking care of its customers, but unless their
SWAT teams have M1A Springfield rifles,
most police departments haven't had occa-
sion to find that out yet. An option for a
heavier trigger wouldn't hurt the XD40 in
the police market, either.

Bottom line? The XD40 is an accurate,
reliable pistol from acompany that hasahis-
tory of taking good care of its customers.
They have fought long and hard for gun
owners' civil rights, and that always makes
me feel even better about owning a
Springfield. And | am seriously thinking

about purchasing my test

sample XD40.

Cleaner Bores

Or Your
Money Back

Clean your firearm with your favorite cleaner,
then reclean using Shooter’s Choice. Our
cleaner removes fouling others can’t touch.
We guarantee it!

= Removes powder,
copper, lead & carbon
fouling

= Dissolves plastic
wad fouling

« Non-abrasive
= Prolongs barrel life

= Restores accuracy in
all firearms

* Safe, quick & easy

SHOOTER’S
CHOICE
15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway

Middlefield, OH 44062 USA
Phone: 440-834-8888 Fax: 440-834-3388

100% Money-Back Guarantee
We guarantee our bore cleaner will out-clean what you're using
now, or you will receive a full refund of the purchase price.

www.shooters-choice.com

Song Lines

CLEANER

Six exciting new caliber choices!
Forster
Bench Rest®
Dies

When you're the

best, you can't Q !

afford to rest on
No in-line seater system claims such a devoted

your laurels.

following as our Bench Rest® seater dies. Our superior Seater

and Sizer dies as well as our super-accurate Ultra®

Micrometer Seater dies have been the choice of serious com-

petitors and

dedicated reloaders for decades. So,

how do we improve on

perfection? By offering it in more

caliber choices!

For 2002, Forster Bench Rest® dies

are now availablein six
of the hottest new high
performance rifle calibers:

+.300 Rem Short Mag
* 7mm Rem UltraMag

» 7mm Rem Short Ultra Mag

«.300 Win Short Mag
*.338 LapuaMag
* .375 Rem UltraMag

The Forster System of
precision reloading.

It makes sense.

310-T E. Lanark Ave., Lanark, IL 61046

Phone: (815)493-6360 | Fax: (815)493-2371
Send $2 for our complete catalog or visit us online

at www.forsterproducts.com
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NEW SCHMIDT RUBIN K31 ACCESSORIES!

Outfit your Schmidt Rubin K31 Carbine (M1931)
straight-pull rifle with a new, unstained American walnut
semi-inlet stock & handguard set from Numrich Gun Parts Corporation.
This replacement set is patterned after the original military style
and dimensions, and requires final fit and finish. Metal hardware not included.

Schmidt Rubin K31 Stock ... ... ITEM#UQ762440 $150.00
Schmidt Rubin K31 Handguard . ...................... ITEM#UQ762450  $46.00
Schmidt Rubin K31 Stock & Handguard Set . . ............ ITEM#UQ762460 $185.00

New, highly desirable magazines for the Schmidt Rubin rifle
I | havejust arrived! These top grade replacements are made of
| blued steel, have been made to factory specifications,
and fit the K31, K31/42 and K31/43 straight-pull rifles.

Schmidt Rubin Mags, 7.5mm Swiss, 6 Rnd . . . .. ITEM#UQ762840 $55.00
Numrich Gun Parts Corporation.

NUMRICH
Mail: 226 Williams Lane P.O. Box 299, West Hurley, New York 12491

Phone: 845-679-2417 « Toll-Free Fax: 877- GUNPART « Web: e-GunParts.com

Upgrade your K31 Carbine today by contacting

Replacement Mag Bodies for Glocks®
These are second generation drop-free mag bodies with a steel liner
and a plastic body like Glock® mags and our extended mags below.
These mag bodies are packed in a clear sealed bag with a copy of
the ATF letter allowing replacement mag bodies to be sold.
When ordering specify 15 or 17 round 9mm bodies or 13 or 15
round .40 S&W bodies (do not provide model numbers). Fax
after March 1st for availability of 10 mm and 45s.

LaPrade Accessories for Glocks®
9mm & 40 cal. bodies $40; 10 mm & 45 cal. bodies $54.

Sorry, no credit cards.

Extended magazines for Glock 9mm, 357, and .40 caliber also fits KelTek Arms items that
use Glock magazines.

Preban magazines for Glocks have become more expensive than
La Prade’s grandfathered 33 round 9mm, 29 round .40 caliber,
and 29 round .357 Sig magazines for Glocks. These magazines
are the only after market magazine for Glocks made identical to
a Glock magazine. They have the inner seal with a polymer exte-
rior and are drop free. These magazines are ideal for any place
you may need extra capacity like in a business, home or on the
seat of a car (where legal) when not carrying the pistol on your
body. All items shipped upon receipt of M.O. or certified check.

Glock® Connector

-_

31/2 b trigger pull connector
$20.00 or 2 for $35.00

5 Ib. trigger pull connector
with a 3 1/2 Ib. competition
connector.

33 Rd. 9 mm magazine for Glocks®.

29 rd. 40 cal. or .357 cal. magazine for Glocks®...

LaPrade Route 10, Box 240A-1HG, Tazewell, TN 37879
Fax: (423) 733-2073

$19.50
Plus $7.99
S&H

Features large locking blade, bottle opener w/ screwdriver
tip and wire stripper, can opener w/small screwdriver tip,
phillips screwdriver, reamer, toothpick, tweezers,

and key ring.

Retail $29.95 Your Price $21.45
Special $19.50 Offer Void After 6/30/02

Free to First time buyers---Normark Pocket Sharpener (NK-4)
Groves Edge, Inc.
3760 E. 350 S. « Bringhurst, IN 46913
we 1-800-248-2181 &

Victorinox Centurion item #VN-54824
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continued from page 39

meters for elevation and for windage when
zeroing. The front sight consists of a pro-
tected post adjustable for elevation. The bolt
handle is a large white plastic knob located
on the right side of the action. The weapon’s
safety is located on the right side of the
trigger guard and is easily manipulated via
the trigger finger — if you're right handed.
Feed isfrom 10 round detachable magazines
(although 18 rounders were aso produced
and issued). Of interest is that the magazine
catch islocated on the right side of the mag-
azine, rather than the rifle. Magazines insert
easily by simply pushing straight up, and
they lock securely in place. The bolt locks
back on the last shot and the bolt carrier has
adot for stripper clips. This, in conjunction
with a cutout on the receiver, allows the
weapon to be loaded via 5 round stripper
clips if the operator desires.

The weapon was designed to alow an
operator to quickly and easily launch rifle
grenades. At the front of the upper handguard
is the gas cutoff switch. Lifting this up 90
degrees cancelsthe normal gasflow for oper-
ating the action and blocks the operator’s
view of the front sight. The grenade launcher
sight may be deployed by pulling back and
lifting up. Between the front sight and muz-
Zlebrake is a dliding collar. This can be
adjusted to increase or decrease how far a
rifle grenade will be propelled by a blank
cartridge. Slick. On the left side of therifle's
beefy receiver is a rail for mounting
day/night optics. Therifle's sling swivels are
located on the left side of the weapon aswell.

In addition to the rifle, SOG International
Inc. sent us a host of accessories that are
included with each rifle. These consisted of
four 10 round magazines, ding, bayonet,
manual, night sights, rubber butt extension,
cleaning gear, spares, and pouches. All of it
was in new or like new condition and till
sedled in platic. It was an impressive array of
new gear and a fine looking rifle. To ade-
quately test it, | borrowed an original French
Modde 1953 APX L 806 3.85x telescopic
sight. Intended for use by French snipers on
the platoon level, thisunit didesonto therifle's
scope rail and locks securely in place via a
throw lever. It features a typical European
heavy post reticle, surprisingly bright and clear
optics, and a Bullet Drop Compensator cali-
brated from 50 to 800 meters.

The standard Ball Cartridge 7.5x54mm
Modele 1929 C drives a 139 grain FMJ at
2,756 fps for 2,336 ft/lbs of energy at the
muzzle. Surplus 7.5x54 ammunition is cur-
rently available through Wholesale
Guns& Ammo, Inc. They were kind enough
to supply us with 200 rounds of bright and
shiny ball loaded on AA52 links. It was pro-
duced by Societe Francaise des Munitions,
Paris in 1976. However, rather than relying
only on surplus ammunition for accuracy
testing, | contacted Pete Cardona of Quality
Cartridge. Pete specializes in custom
loading ammunition to a customer’s indi-
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vidual specifications. What | was looking
for was accuracy, so Pete loaded up some
7.5x54 Match ammunition for me using the
155 grain Sierra HPBT Matchking bullet.
With these two loads in hand | put the MAS
through its paces at 100 and 300 yards.

As | zeroed therifle at 100 yards, | was
hoping for groups of lessthan 3 inches. After
all, it wasarack grade servicerifle. Stripping
the ball out of the MG belts, we loaded mag-
azines. With this load the MAS averaged 3%
inch 5-shot groups. But as soon as | swithced
to Match ammunition, | was pleasantly sur-
prised. The MASwould keep three shotsinto
an inch or less. Firing 5 shot groups for
record off the bench, the rifle averaged 1%
inch at 100 yards. Moving back to 300 yards
the MAS/Quality Cartridge combo
astounded me with one 3-shot group that
measured a mere 1% inch! While impressive,
three shot groups don’t count. Firing for
record, the MAS again put on a good show
and averaged five shots into 4 inches at this
distance. Recoil was mild, gection was pos-
itive and consistent. The trigger, although a
little on the heavy side, broke nicely. Moving
from the bench, we removed the optics and
did some shooting offhand, kneeling, and
prone. Here the MAS did extremely well.
The sights are very good, the safety easily
manipulated, and magazines quick to
change. The only thing | could have wished
for was some of the rare 18 round mags.

| came away quite impressed with the
MAS 49/56 and its 7.5x54 cartridge. The
rifle is both well-designed and well-made.
Our specimen ran flawlessly during testing
and, when teamed with Match ammo from
Quality Cartridge, shot extremely well even
at 300 yards. With this load | would expect
this rifle to perform well out to at least 600
yards. While not the best known battle rifle
of its era, the MAS is none the less a fine
design that served France well. For someone
looking for afine example, | heartily recom-

mend that they contact SOG
International Inc.
REFERENGES:

Huon, Jean. Proud Promise: French
Autoloading Rifles 1898-1979. Collector
Grade Publications, Inc., Cobourg, Ontario,
Canada. 1995.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

SO0G International Inc.
PO. Box 590
Lebanon, OH 45036
[800] 944-4867

Quality Cartridge
(Custom Loaded Ammunition)
[301] 373-3718
www.owinet.com/quality

Wholesale Guns & Ammo, Inc.
(Quality Surplus 7.5x54 Ammunition)
[631] 234-7676
WWW.gunnammeo.com
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Wilson Combat/Scattergun Technologies

GLOCK® Model 36

Plus One Extension

—_—

Cuonrrert Yirur Factory
six Hoannd Glock ™
Model 36 Magazine
T A Seven Rownd Capacilyy.

[Suggested Retail $9.95]
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PEARCE GRIP, INC
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Fiort W, Teaas TEIE
(PUEY] BEO-DEN) (AT} AR
BHipc Vererw pearcagrip.com

® Wlakas your Modsl 35 tha sama capacily and grip
engih as a model 1911

" Unigue lock ing devioe sscunely holds the sdersion o magazine

" fgsembly compieles the rear conlow of gnp for full hend =opport. )
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SSi-ONE Sporter &
Squ Gun

From Mossherg

Mossberg has two new SSi-ONE (single-
shot interchangeable) long guns on the
market for 2002, the Sporter and the 12-
gauge Slug shotgun. Both are lever-
opening, break-action design. The
Sporter is available in .223 Rem.,

Sporister
Pocket
Knife

From Gerber
Legendary Blaes
The Sportster pocket
knife from Gerber
Legendary Bladesis a con-
cealable lightweight folder
with a2.88-inch blade and a
molded polycarbonate rubber
non-slip grip. The Sportster fea-
tures afast one-hand opening
design, pocket clip, and weighs
only 2.4 ounces. Contact Gerber
Legendary Blades, 14200 S.W.
72nd Ave., Portland, OR 97224,
telephone: (503) 639-6161, FAX:
(503) 684-7008,

e-mail: sales@gerberblades.com,
Website: www.gerberblades.com

High Power Air Rifle

From Airforce Airguns

The new TalonSSis a U.S.-made single-
shot adult air rifle with interchangeable .22
and .177 caliber match barrels. The
TalonSS features a chamber in front of the
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.243 Win., .270 Win., .308 Win. and .30-' 06
Springfield. The Slug shotgun features a
fully-rifled ported barrel. Contact
Mossberg, 7 Grasso Ave., North Haven,
CT 06473-9844, telephone: (203) 230-
5300, FAX: (203) 230-5420, Website:
WwWWw.mossberg.com

Improved Add-A-Rest

From Stoney Point

The lightweight Add-A-Rest is designed to
complement any shooting bench or elevated
shooting blind. The improved rubber over-
mold V-yoke cushions the rifle and protects
the finish. The base attaches to any flat
surface with three quick adjustable
screws. A large hand wheel provides infi-
nite height adjustment from 3%-inches to

my o
@ eight inches above the bench top.

Contact Stoney Point Products, P.O. Box
234, New Ulm, MN 56073, telephone:
(507) 354-3360, FAX: (507) 354-7236, e-
mail: stoney @newulmtel.net, Website:
Www.stoneypoint.com

barrel that lessens air turbulence, protects
the muzzle, and reduces felt recoil. Power
is adjustable from 400 to 1,000 feet-per-
second. Comes with optional instructional
video. Contact AirForce Airguns, PO. Box
2478, Ft. Worth, TX 76113, telephone:
(877) 247-4867, FAX: (817) 451-1613, e
mail: john@airforceairguns.com, Website:
www.airforceai rguns.com

New Double Nine Holster
From Don Hume Leathergoods

The Double Nine is a new conceal ment
holster for both semi-automatics and
revolvers. It features a metal-reinforced
thumb break design with recessed snap and
double-stitched sew lines at stress areas,
covered trigger and covered slots at each
end. Fits belts up to 1%-inches wide.
Available in black, saddle brown and nat-
ural finishes. Contact Don Hume
Leathergoods, PO. Box 351, Miami, OK
74355-0351, telephone:
(918) 542-6604, FAX:
(918) 542-4340, e-
mail: don-
hume@mmind.net,
Website:
www.donhume.com

Black Powder Camo
Rifles
From Austin & Halleck
Austin & Halleck’s fine long-range
black powder rifles are now
available in Realtree Hardwoods
and Mossy Oak Breakup camou-
flage patterns. Features include in-
line percussion action with
removable weather shroud,
receiver and barrel in either pol-
ished blue or electroless nickel-
plate finishes, 26-inch octagon
barrel, with a Timney match
trigger, and a.199-inch hammer
throw. Contact Austin & Halleck,
2150 South (50 East, Provo, UT
84606-6285, telephone: (801)
371-0412, FAX: (801) 374-9998,
e-mail: asusa@worldnet.att.net,
Website: www.austinhal -
leck.com

)
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New Muzzleloaders
from Savage Arms

Savage Arms has atrio of new Model

10ML .50 caliber big game muzzlel oader
rifles for 2002. The three new stock options
are black synthetic, Realtree Hardwoods
camouflage synthetic and brown wood lam-
inate. The 10ML produces velocities
exceeding 2,300 fps )

S e

and delivers more than 3,000 ft. pounds of
stopping power. Features include No.209
primer ignition, patented removable breech
plug and vent liner and adjustable fiber-
optic hunting sights. Contact Savage Arms,
118 Mountain Rd., Suffield, CT 06078,
telephone: (800) 668-2168, FAX: (860)
668-2168, Website: www.savagearms.com

New Semi-Avuto Shotgun
From Weatherby

The new Model SAS Field semi-automatic
12-gauge shotgun from Weatherby features
a hand-selected walnut stock and blued
receiver and metalwork. Other features
include choice of 26- or 28-inch barrel,
brass front bead sight and 3-inch chamber.

Left Handed Pro-Series
2000

From H-S Precision

H-S Precision now offers a left handed ver-
sion of its Pro-Series 2000 rifle action. The
action features

one-piece body =
machined from
heat-treated stedl.
It has a stainless
steel floor plate and
detachable magazine
box with center feed
design for positive car-
tridge feeding. The bolt handle ™
is machined with a 360 i =
degree ring and the three-
position safety is accompanied
by a safety and cocking indicator.
Contact HS Precision, 1301 Turbine
Dr., Rapid City, SD 57703, telephone:
(605) 341-3006, FAX: (605) 342-8964, e-
mail: hsprecisionl@hotmail.com, Website:
www.hsprecision.com

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

Comes with hard-sided molded plastic take-
down case with individual storage compart-
ments for buttstock, barrel, choke tubes and
wrenches. Contact Weatherby, 3100 El
Camino Real, Atascadero, CA 93422, tele-
phone: (805) 466-1767, FAX: (805) 466-
2527, Website: www.weatherby.com

New Gold Label Shotgun
From Ruger

Ruger’s new Gold Label side-by-side 12-gauge shotgun is a high
quality firearm with a suggested retail price of $1,950. It features a 28-
inch barrel, choice of straight or pistol grip, smooth assisted-opening
cocking system, convenient safety/barrel selector, low-profile
stainless steel receiver and a selective single-trigger alowing a
quick choice of either barrel. Weighs just 6.5 pounds. Contact
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Ruger Rd., Southport, CT 06490, tele-
\phone: (888) 317-6887, Website: www.ruger-firearms.com

. Three New
Rifle Scopes
From Swift Instruments
Swift Instrument offers three new light-

weight rifle scopes for 2002. These illumi-
nated reticle scopes are waterproof, shock

tested and feature multi-coated lenses to

provide bright, sharp glare-free imagesin

New Rex Lion Shotgun
From Heckler & Koch

The 12-gauge Rex Lion is the latest addi-
tion to the popular Gold Lion line of high
performance shotguns from Heckler &
Koch. The Rex Lion is available in choice
of 26 or 28-inch barrel lengths, a silver and

for more
NEW PRODUCTS

visit our website

Wil GUMNSMagazine. com

—

Protector
Revolvers =
From Taurus

The Protector isanew
concea ment revolver from
Taurus with afully shrouded hammer
alowing for optional single-action opera-
tion. The hammer, while presenting zero-pro-
file, may be manually cocked. The patented
Taurus Security System is built in and
accompanied by an unlimited lifetime guar-
antee. The Protector is chambered in .38 Spl.
and .357 Magnum and offered in matte stain-
less stedl, blue stedl UltraLite, Ultralite
Titanium and Total Titanium. Contact Taurus
International, 16175 N.W. 49th Ave., Miami,
FL 33014, telephone: (305) 623-7506,
Website: www.taurususa.com

=

low light conditions. The Model 680M is 3-
9X, 40mm, the Model 681M is 1.5-6X,
40mm and the Model 682M is 4-12X,
50mm. Contact Swift | nstruments, 952
Dorchester Ave., Boston, MA 02125, tele-
phone: (408) 293-2380, FAX: (408) 292-
7967, e-mail: info@swiftoptics.com,
Website: www.swift-optics.com

black finish receiver with English-style
gold inlaid engraving and premium grade
oil-finished Turkish walnut stock and
forend. Contact H& K, 21480 Pacific Blvd.,
Sterling, VA 20166, Website: www.heck-
lerkoch-usa.com
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Tactical Weapon Case
From Bagmaster

Bagmaster’s newly redesigned Tactical
Weapon Case features a full 1/2-inch thick 2-
pound closed cell foam core
and a durable polyester
lining. The case
accommodates
weapons with
large scopes
and bi-pods
attached. The
rugged closed
foam construction allows the case to float.
Comesin choice of three sizes: 35, 38 and
42-inch. Made in the U.S.A. and backed by
lifetime guarantee. Contact Bagmaster, 2731
Sutton Ave., St. Louis, MO 63143, telephone:
(800) 950-8181, FAX: (314) 781-3363,
Website: www.bagmaster.com

New Self-Defense Knife
From TH Rinaldi

The Law Enforcement Officer
self-defense knife is designed for
police and civilians requiring a
concealable self-defense
weapon. The L.E.O knife fea-
tures a 4.25-inch flat ground
recurved blade and a tex-
tured black synthetic ,
handle for maximum grip-
ping power. Comes with
sturdy sheath. Contact
Trace Rinaldi, PO.
Box 718, Winchester,
CA 92596, tele-
phone: (909) 926-
5422, email: 4
thblade@penet |~

Flashlight Knife
From Sabot
TheLITENIFE isa
combination hunting
knife and flashlight devel-
oped for field dressing at night.
The light assembly, powered by two
AAA batteries, is sealed with O-rings to
allow the knife to be rinsed under running
water. The 4%-inch hollow ground stainless
steel blade has a clip point and is ice hard-
ened to Rc.59 for superior edge retention.
Overall length is 10 inches. Solid brass bol-

New Rifle Scope
From HorusVision
Horus Vision's new Vision Reticlerifle

scope delivers precision accuracy from 100
to over 1,000 yards. The Vision Reticle
scope is calibrated for shooting at unknown
distances, providing accurate “holdover”
points for windage and lead adjust-
ments. The accompanying
|ap-top/desk top com-
puter TRAG 1S5
Ballistic Software
Aiming Program elimi-
nates guesswork by indicating where the
shooter should hold for any point-of-
impact. Contact Dennis Sammut at Horus
Vision, 659 Huntington Ave., San Bruno,
CA 94066, telephone: (650) 583-5471,
FAX: (650) 589-4569, e-mail:
dennis@horusvision.com, Website:
www.horusvision.com

ster and pommel and exotic hardwood
handle.

Comes with spare light bulb and dark
brown leather sheath. Imported from
Solingen, Germany. Contact Jeff
Bigoss at Sabot Enterprises, P.O.

Box 2581, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410-
9993, telephone: (201) 7970-
8293, Website:

Huntsman Muzzleloader
From H&R 1871

Browning Hi-Power
Lasergrips
From Crimson Trace

Lasergrips for the Browning Hi-Power
pistol are now available from Crimson Trace
Corp. Thelaser sight is activated by dud acti-
vation pads built into the wrap-around rubber
grips. Thelaser itself isfully adjustable for
windage and elevation. Lasergrips fit stan-
dard holsters and include a master on/off
switch for complete system over-ride. Fits
most Hi-Power models and clones, including
the Browning Hi-Power Standard, Mark 11
and Practical models and the FN Herstal HP-
SA. Contact Crimson Trace Corp., 8089 S\W.
Cirrus Dr., Beaverton, OR 97008, telephone:
(503) 627-9992, FAX: (503) 627-0166, e-
mail: customer@crimsontrace.com, Website:
WWW.Crimsontrace.com

www.sabot-enterprises

Ballistic Eyewear
From Wiley X

Wiley X has a complete line of stylish
ballistic sport shooting protective glasses,
specifically designed for the needs of recre-
ational shooters, hunters and shotgunners.
Pictured is five-time FITASC champion
shotgunner Andy Duffy wearing the Model
PT-2, which features an interchangeable
frame system. The extended eight base lens
is die-cut, ground and polished for a distor-
tion-free view. Lens tint options are smoke
green, light rust, pale rose, crimson red or
clear. Contact Dan Freeman at Wiley X
Eyewear, 4777 Bennett Dr., Ste.”D”,
Livermore, CA 94550, telephone: (800)
776-7842, FAX: (925) 455-8860, e-mail:
wileyxsales@wiley-x.com, Website:
WwWw.wiley-x.com

H&R 1871 introduces the Huntsman, a new single-barrel
break-open muzzleloading rifle. Available in either .45 or .50 caliber, the

Huntsman features a short-fall hammer mechanism that speeds ignition and improves
accuracy. The Huntsman is equipped with a 24-inch barrel, ramp front and adjustable rear
fiber-optic Fire Sights, a telescoping brass ramrod with hardwood handle and an antique
color case-hardened frame and a wal nut-finished hardwood stock. Contact H& R 1871,
100 Kenna Dr., North Haven, CT 06473-5621, telephone: (203) 239-5621, FAX: (203)
234-7991, Website: www.marlinfirearms.com
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The ONE MREAZINE you need
for everything else YOU WANT.

American Handgunner has
a way of turning casual
shooters into serious
handgunners. Each

Issue 1$ loaded with news
~on the latest guns and acces-
ies. But there's also much more.

~ Want to be a top gun at the local
range? Expert tips and advice in each
~ issue from the world's best shooters
- will give you the edge in most any com-
petition or dangerous situation.

" Your trust is more important
than their money.

~  Everything you read in American Handgunner is fact,
. not fiction. Manufacturers can’t buy glowing product
reviews with big advertising contracts here. Good
press is eamed by good products. If it's not a good
value, you'll get the truth in a tell-it-like-it-is-style you
won't find in other handgun magazines.

Tins, Teconigues and Advice In Every Isue.

In addition to top-notch features on the latest guns and custom stand-outs, American Handgunner
includes these regular columns.

= Cop Talk * Handgun Hunting

* Tactical Advantage * Gun Rights

* Handgun Leather * Pistolsmithing E u

* Combat Shooting * The 10-Ring “lmlin
* Handloading « Gunny Sack

Get what you want.
Get American Handgunner.
NO waiting period

WWhy wait? The very next issus may hawe st what you're loaking for SUBSCRIRE

4{).'“. - :'.-F:._..
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B -TTTYEICLASSIFIEDS

Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2001 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

ACCESSORIES

Sportsman Steel Safes

“They have the lowest pricesin the world!”
Eric Bryan - Customer

Call for a Free Brochure

1.800.266.7150

6311Paramount Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805
WWW.Spor tsmansteel safes.com

« Life Time Warranty

« 2300° Ceramic Fire
Proofing

* Sargent & Greenleaf
Locks

 Cut out Middleman -
Factory Direct

Special Forces|l|
63x30x22
$749.95

Special Forces 38
63x38x22
$899.95

we g inking over the
magaeine markel the
m Hd Fashiomed way,

. [ -
".I.lLln; i h|!_||-.-_--|- | |
quality product al a | |
lower price.  Ower I| \
150 differem maodels [ by

available! [ !
7
PROMAG INDUSTRIES
16548 §. Garfield Ave.,
Soath Ciste, TA SN
S62-56 19554
woaw promuagmdustnies, com

SEND 5100 FOR CATALOG

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806

714) 634-9254 RUITTACHTEICRAINE FAX: (714) 634-9382
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HARD CHROMING

We Only Do Firearms e Specialists in Hard Chroming

Blue, Nickel, Parkerizing, Anodizing

www.checkmatecustom.com
CHECKMATE.

Custom Gun Refinishing
370 Champion Dr. « Brooksville, FL 34602

(352) 799-5774

(509) 758-7251

L N
-y—

P.O. Box 399, Clarkston, WA 99403

Tactical Shotgun Mounts
Flashlight-laser combination
or Flashlight mounts.
Unique one piece design.
6061-T6 aluminum
Fits extended or large capacity
magazine tubes.

1" or 26mm diameters

Patent Pending

JUNE 2002

2001. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.

TEXAS GONSLINGER

Guality Gun Leather
The “YVegquero™ Hig
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BLUE RIDGE Machinery & Tools

PO Bow 536G, Huricane W\ 25526

r . Many Brands & Sizes of

; g % machines phus looks,
0

=i itheE, bonks & mode
BI-87 2650
PRAZI| ui'.Hllvﬁgk'lJ.lH#Ei{'}-!I?-!i""‘

THE RINGC

100% ONLY

American

made indi- $22995

vidually

hand-crafted

made from Each rig is

the finest custom

vegetable made, fully

tanned lined and

leather available

Black Hill in Natural

Leather Russet,

fashion their Dark

R‘olsters after Chestnut
0ose worn in

the late 1800's and Black

Send $3 for color brochure

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather
410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434 Fax: 956-712-8330
“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com

Concealment Products. Fanny packs, holsters,
gun purses. Free catalog. 1-800-944-7717.
www.kgproducts.com

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

A FULL RANGE OF GUN ACCESSORIES, CLIPS,
GRIPS, CLEANING SUPPLIES, STRIPPER CLIPS,
LASER SIGHTS, MILITARY MANUALS, CHOKE
TUBES. WWW.GUNSUPPLYDEPOT.COM

GUNS MAGAZINE



AMMUNITION

Great Bullet Jackets!
Thirrwall handgun fackets axpand
reliably at lower welocity Precision
driwn @nd timmed. Sobd n pack-
ages of 250 or 500 Dscounts for
10.000-up. Jacket drawing, pinch

= Irirn ard re-demw dies Tor all calibens

—— \sprsatle Benchrest VB'™ rifle jackest
im 224 X 705 and (30 X 1.25 inch
Send £1 for full fne catalog of
swaging eguipment, color poster,
and new jacke! sale sheei—Or
gawrioa It fromm our wal S mow!

Waorld leader i Billel Swaping
Swaging Handsook 13 ppd

" Visai
CORBIN X
PO Box 2659, White City, OR 97503

P 541-826-5211 Fax 541-B25-B659
www Swage.com  swage@corbing. com

www.thegunstorelasvegas.com.  Visiting Las
Vegas? Try a machinegun in our indoor range. THE
GUN STORE Las Vegas, Nevada (702) 454-1110.

GUNSMITHING

MISCELLANEOUS

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and
Investigation Equipment $2., IPEC Department
G701, P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

ENGRAVE

as a hobby or business

..it’s never been easzer’
|

FREE information: ﬁ

1-800-835-3519
900 Overlander Rd.

Source #53057
\  Emporia, KS 66801
Fax: 620-343-9640
GRS@GrsTools.com

Visit our gallery... GrsTools.com
Quality Handgun Porting. Auto Specialist.

HyperPort. Call (877) EDM-PORT  or
www.edmport.com for free information packet.
AUCTIONS/SHOWS INSTRUCTION
BOOKS Ll

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small
business.  Grants/loans to  $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

COLLECTORS

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!l POTASSIUM PER-
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITANIUM
POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS, 100'’s of chem-
icals, WATERPROOF FUSE, PAPER
TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES,
NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS,
VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS,
SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”
BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00: PYROTEK,
P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656.
(570)256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

BLACKIE COLLINS TOTERS- Best quality blue
jeans designed to “tote” hand guns. Also has
separate knife pocket. www.blackiecollins.com,
1-866-455-1327.

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED FIREARMS, IMPERIAL SIZING DIE
WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST OR SEE WEBSITE
www.jcunard.com. J. CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O.
BOX 755G, NEWARK, OH 43058-0755, EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch” illus-
trated mail order catalog $5, subscription $35. We
buy collections. Consignment, auction, appraisal.
Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040, Lenexa, KS
66285. Jim Supica, President. (913)492-3000.

Non-resident Nevada Concealed Firearm Permits.
Valid in several states, Check our website for infor-
mation on permits and machineguns for sale.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

H'm ATE EYE

9 Havee a life: fillexd with

: The REAL experts
beach voun sednets and techniques of:
Investipation » Surveillance = Skiptracing
Start Your Own Business
Work from Home - Full or Part time

800-720-1922
wwmpiacadem}wnm
Unéted Simies Academy of Privwie Investigniion
PO, Box 2133 (GM) Boverly Hills. CA 90213

Be a

You WILL leam, at home, secrefs
from a World Famous .F'.|'.|
Best Course - Lowest Cost!

Professuonal I

100% Guaranteed!

Fast and Easy |

At Home Video | nstruction I
Learn to repair and customize

Pistals, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns. |

For Free Information Cal

800-797-0867 I

ww.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing Indtitute i

I.F"r Mmun' -l-'.-'\n' slep Dy -sfen |
| wicheed irdmiininge Sourse Svalnlie
: PE :-_J = '"-ﬂ el g B
1
1
1
&

l..-um-ne 1-800-T97-0867
] machineshopcourse
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W. Hock Hochheim’'s Hand, Stick, Knife, Gun
Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT
MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; Books;
Manuals. www.HocksCQC.com. 706-866-2656.

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with our
License Number; name optional. Catalog witl
without CD Rom supglement - Free. Seven Seas
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach,
Florlda 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
172 badgeO@seven-seas-shields.com;
http: //www seven-seas-shields.com

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com).

recorded message: (707)448-3210. (&]R4)

Espionage Unlimited: Your one stop shop for sur-
velllance, privacy, new ID and Identity, covert

weapons, investigations and more!
www.espionage-store.com 802-864-0951.
OPTICS

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive {)/ICIFIg Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable nght Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US
Night Vision Comgany, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite
#103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714- 901-2626.
Fax 714-899-4485.

Riflescopes.com

MTE R AMH £ EedH] am o SdH) pom Gepdra 1 ime S0:E

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches. Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists. BPEC Department G302,
BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California 92552-7240.

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
including agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.
www.usgovernmentinformation.com).

recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

VIDEOS

WHAT'S YOUR
GUN

FIREARM FUNDAMENT ALS
WITH GEORGE KONTIS
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AMPFEIRE 1A
continued from page 82

vince him. It is obvious to me that just as
| fired the second shot, that old mulie
decided to fall, and the 120 grain Speer
JSP bullet took one antler dead center. |
could not have pulled off that shot had |
been trying. At least it gives Tedd some
arguable breathing room, and that shot got
me out of the cold weather as | spent the
next day feeding wood into the fire while
the rest of the hunting parties spent afruit-
less time looking for bucks that no longer
existed in that hunting area.

At the opposite end of the weather
spectrum, another strange shot occurred
while battling 100 degree weather while
hunting Ibex in Texas. Frank Pulkrabek,
who was my guide, also arranged my trip
to Africa the following year. This trip |
wanted an Ibex, and he had put us on a
herd of large Ibex-Goat crosshreeds. Frank
stayed at the Jeep, while | worked my way
through the brush, and into the trees were
| could get asolid rest. | picked out one of
the big goats with large horns and a black
ring around his neck, steadied the .375 JDJ
Contender on a limb and fired. The gun
came back down out of recoil, the herd
was still there, and my black collared goat
was still standing. “How in the world did |
miss a 140 yard shot?’ was whispered, as
| tried to calm myself down before firing
the second shot.

The next shot performed perfectly, | saw
my Ibex go down this time, and the rest of
the herd ran off. | fired three shots to Frank
to let him know | had one down and he was
to bring the Jeep up. We had the necessary
congratulations, took a few pictures, and
then Frank said, “Look over there!”

| had, in fact, not missed on my first
shot, and there 20 yards away was my first
Ibex. Frank muttered something about the
fact that | should know when | pull the
trigger and that | should also be confident
enough to know that | am going to con-
nect; however, | was just thankful that
these were not high dollar trophy animals.
Everything turned out just fine and both of
them are now mounted and hanging above
my workbench where they can look down
at me when | am reloading.

The next occurrence does not really
fall perfectly into the “strange shot”
category but is certainly weird in what
happened after the shot. We were on
the Y.O. for the Annual Handgun Hunt
organized by Blackie Sliva and J.D.
Jones. Jerry, my hunting companion,
had connected on a black buck ante-
lope with his .41 Magnum. The buck,
however, refused to cooperate and ran
off. The guide, Jerry, and | spent sev-
eral hours walking around trying to
find some trace of him with no luck.
So when we rendezvoused back
together, we all got in the old suburban
so we could cover a lot more territory

and also do it a lot quicker.

Now | am no fan of cell phones. | do
have one but | only take it with me when |
am out by myself. | do not enjoy hearing
one-half of other people's phone conversa-
tions while standing in line at a check-out,
sitting at the next table in a restaurant, nor
the close calls that result when behind the
wheel and someone is talking instead of
concentrating on their driving. With my
shooting activities and testing of so many
firearms | do keep one, turned off, but in
my shooting box on my solo trips to the
desert. | finally had to admit to myself that
| was no longer invincible, hence the abom-
inable cell phone goes along on my
shooting excursions.

Aswe were driving around trying to find
that black buck, the guide’s cell phone rang.
He stopped the Suburban to answer it, and as
we sat there | looked around and there not 50
yards away was a black buck antelope under
a tree. It couldn’t be, could it? It was the
very antelope we were looking for and if that
phone had not caused us to stop we may
never have seen it or found it on the 50,000
acre ranch. The phone did it for us, but that's
not the strangest part.

It was a wrong number!

Knife Outlet

Cool Blades!
Hot Prices!

The knives you want at
internet prices!

Knite Cautlet

D, of Gpecially Web Marketing, 1nd.
G800 Oralk Fooad
Likirwilir, B SG53E

www_ knifeoutlet.com
(800) 607-9948

ﬂl!l 1!1! ’Hi

ATTENTION
BUYERS and SELLERS

Far more than a decade, the Standard Calalog of Fireanms
has been the Rading sourcs of mfarmaion an collectibi
firgarms. The fully updated 12th edition is bigger and batier
than aver with mare prices, mose information and mors
ilustration. Details and pricing on firearms from 1838 fo the
prasent makes the Stamdard Calalog of Firearars the one-
stop shop for information on all known manufactuners and
miadels. With mare than 6,000 pholos, incdduding a

16-page color section, 110,000 updated prices, and 1,360
papas. it gives you everything you wenk in 2 comprehenshe
referenca hook.

'TE’I umuﬂwmumwmmwﬁmamum:
harding per book. Orders outide U5, odd S20 shipping, (A reiderds, odé 7.75% skt dex.
Hhhﬁhﬂl&h&:“ilﬂklﬂl&dﬁﬂmmnﬁh%

Ml U, Bosks Dt 531 e de b R, 700 s g, A 92108

E Order Hﬂt Line 1-800-628-9818 » Fax (619) 297-5353

1
'
'Whhih!nﬁhﬂm For for prmai quater. i |
.  New 11th Eﬂlllll Only §32.95 !
b 0 Ok oy D B $ LI YoM e Dmires .
1 e : oy Bt it .
) Mo "
) '
§ Oy e Iy I
'
1
i

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

JUNE 2002 81



AN EIIATALES

BY JOHN TAFFIN

y invincible period was a wonderful time of life.
M Weather had no effect in those days, not the sti-

fling humidity of the summer, nor the brutality of
winter, though | did not redlize it at the time. We were
young, and as long as we had time off from school the
thermometer had no effect on the enjoyment we could
have. My how times have changed! My comfortable
threshold now seems to be no lower than 60 nor higher
than 70 degrees, so when | found myself hunting in the
bitter cold of southern Colorado, | was definitely looking
for away to spend more time by the fire.

“l saw several trophy-size bucks here last week, and
my friend took a 36 incher off this same ranch last year”
were the encouraging words spoken by my friend Tedd,
who had scouted the ranch in beautiful weather the week
before the season opened. However, as thefirst day passed
without any of us seeing a single deer of any kind, let
alone a buck, it started to sound more like the proverbial
“You should’ ve been here last week” that accompanies so
many fish stories.

It was now late afternoon of the first day, and we had
four-wheeled down deep into a canyon just north of the
New Mexico border. That's when the snow hit. By the
time we got back to the top — barely making it | might
add — it was a genuine white-out. The weather had
turned so quickly that the other party could not get their
truck out and wound up spending several hours walking
to the top. Along with the snow came the bitter cold,
and we were more than happy for a hot meal and a
warm bed.

The next morning dawned cold, a 20 below zero.
Some folks may enjoy such weather, but my only thought
was that | could somehow find a good shootable buck and
be able to spend the next day by the fire. But the second
day was arepeat of the first... until just before dark.

There he was at the edge of the trees. He was nowhere
near Boone & Crockett, but he was shootable, even
respectable. And he was within range, around 125 yards
and slightly uphill.

| had a good rest with my 6.5 JDJ Thompson/Center
Contender. | fired, and | saw the buck stiffen as they
often do, unable to move. He was still standing, but |
knew he was dead on his feet. My guide wanted me to
shoot him again just to be sure. | couldn’t convince him
that the 6.5 was about as sure a kill as one can get. But
if | waswrong, | certainly did not want the buck to take
off for the trees, and then spend the cold snowy night
looking for him.

The crosshairs went on him the second time. | fired and
down he went. Fast. In fact, it looked too fast. The guide,
Tedd and myself jumped in the truck and headed up to
him. Tedd got in the bed of the truck and was looking over
the cab as we pulled up to the deer.

Now | must explain something here. Tedd is known far
and wide, amongst both his friends and his hunting com-
panions, as one who is notorious for shooting the antlers
off deer. And believe me, we never let him forget it. As |
piled out of the front of thetruck , | could hear him yelling
“Yes! Yes! Yes!” His source of joy was my mule deer buck
lying on the ground with one antler shot off!

| knew exactly what happened but | will never con-

continued on page 81
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