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Para...Carry Safely!

If yOu CATTY handgun you di 50 1oy
protect and serve the public or you
possess a concealed carry permit 1o
protect 1_,'|:|1:|:.‘~|;;|1- and vour loved
ones. Since safety is your first and
foremost concern you paid careful
attention to the firearms training at
your department or at the private
training facility you attended.

You know about the importance of
a good tmgger system that can make
you the best marksman that you can
b, Yoo are algo gware of how that
pistol needs to be carned. If you
CALTY @ 19 '.-~:1:.'|-=_' |'.-i*f.r-:r| “eocked and
locked,” how many times has that
safety been knocked oft in your
holster leaving you careving “cocked
and unlocked?™ The first time it
|:::l.r|ru.'|:1ud you got rid of the holster,

P& «xe vour sestsuor

G800 Tapscott Road « Toronto, O MIX 1C3 » (416) 297-7855 Fax (4146) 297-1289

The Para Camy™ has a 3-inch bame
B+l rownds of 45 ACE i iz the smalasl
daubig-action 45 sulsloader in the wond

e

P ot

Barral, hokds T 1 roundls of 45 ACE [s

made out of sfariess shee wilh just &nough

winight [ conb rded

The Para Companion™ has 8 3 Sdnch

The second dme it happened you
quit carrying in a fanny pack. You
don't want there to ever be a third
time and that is why we made the
Para LDA pistols with their exclusive
patented light double-action,
hammer down triggernomerry.

When it comes o state-of-the-ant
design, Para leads the field and you
l_]l"ll'll‘l h,l.'l.'l{,' T i |I'|'|'I'!I|": WITAESC 'H.'n.".!‘l'l |
heavy trigper or a safety that might
not be there. Since safety is your
first, sccond, third...always vour
cOnCern. .. train hard, train with the
beest, and get the Para advantage.
Visit your dealer today for the best
trigger system cver designed, the
Para LDA., Sce for yourself why we
say, ““The Para LDA trigger 15 sweet
and smooth with the safety of a
hammer down carry [7




E2 Exagalive
4oz, 467

ocket spotlights, so bright and intense they

must be from SureFire®. Meet the new Ele and

Ede modets from Sureline's Execulive Elite
series of high-performance illumination tools, The Ele amnd
E2e are small and lik;k!.lwui;.;hl, !ﬂ.'l offer IE'nl.'d.u.-:h'l'li,; white
boams that come only from a SureFire high-pressure
Aenon lamp assembly. Powened by our own energy-
packed lithium battery— oustomn designed by SuneFine
engineers— the Executive Elites ane the smallest, brightest
flashlights we've ever made. Loaded with featuns, yet
weighing mere ounces. Now there's cool sdence at work.

The Executive Flites are loaded with SureFire's

unique features. An optically coated Pyres: window, a
patented lockout tail-cap, an O-ring sealed bepel. Rugped
lype Il Mil-Spec hard anodized finish, a stainless steel

pocket clip, an anti-roll hexagonal bezel and a knurded

body. A potent pocktiul of blinding “‘I:'.'il:ll".llz:]ﬂ:.
A hull .1|'|:'~.'|:-.' of Suinelee sooesssres ane .|'.'.:|i1.||:'-]|_= for
the Executive Elites, too. Blue flers for tracking a blood

trail. Red filters for low-light navigation that doesn’t spook

game animals, Infrared filters, a beam-shaping diffuser, a

handy lanyvard, long-lasting replacement lamps. Drop an

Executive Elite in your pocket and discover what makes a

. — - : N ! ) a Eypical fwm

SureFire the finest illumination tool ever desipned. 3 Tashlight
a mert 15 lnmess

surefire.com
800.828.8808
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jtabie at Sefect Dealers or Order Direct!

Ed Brown Products, Inc.

PO, Box 492+ Perry, MO 63
261 * www.edbrown.com

[573) 565-3
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of William Henry...

The new Spectrum Interframe is
a window to the future of inter-
frame folders. So complex it i

pure
simplicity. So easy.
the eyes it hur;

FEATURES:
 Sculpted and anodized,

aluminum handles

with recessed inlays
« Hidden thread integral spine construction
 154-CM blade and lockbar
« Nickel and gold plated stainless fittings
« MattLock ambidextrous system

« Includes ClipCase

. THE AR
W

K N |

FEM A K I

William Henry

FINE KNI1VES

www.williamhenryknives.com
831.454.9409  888.563.4500
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“REALITY CHECK™
THE WELSTER

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER

Is the item in “Add It Up” in the Sep-
tember/October issue about Sarah Brady
buying her son arifle for his birthday really
true? Where was it reported?

Ben Ballengee
Abilene, Texas

The incident is documented in Brady's
book, “ A Good Fight.” According to

Dave Workman in the August issue of
Women And Guns, the rifle was pur-
chased at Hopkins Guns in Milton, Del.
Editor

Prince Of Tears

| think it's damn cruel to expose those
of uswhose income is less than princely to
gorgeous photos of Hamilton Bowen’'s
guns. | was particularly reduced to tears by
that M1917 Redhawk, a Triple Lock for
the 21st century. And of course you had to
sneak in a mention of that .38/44 Heavy
Duty converted to .45 Colt. Thanks!

Your “Insider” article was nothing less
than wonderful. | remember the emotions
| felt when an elderly nextdoor neighbor
gave me my first .22, a Stevens Gould
Model single-shot target pistol. | aready
owned an African trade musket and a

YOUR FORUM
TO PONTIFICATE,
PONDER AND
PROBE

Japanese knee mortar, but this was my
first real cartridge gun, and something
very special.
| like the direction American Hand-
gunner is heading. From the 2¢ holster to
the very affordable Walther P22 (I just
got one) to Bowen's unattainable master-
pieces, it’s a nice mix. And certainly
holds my attention.
Peter Caroline
Viaemail

Deja New
The last edition reminds me of the
1970’s Guns and Ammo. Diversity of
subjects, not too many black guns with
obligatory light attached, great
revolver articles, and a mix of the best

gunzine writers.
Raob Leahy

Viaemail

$129.95
Delivered

SPEED AND ACCURACY

As a student of shooting, you know that the real differ-
ence in skill shows up when you compare time-to-hit. You
also know that the only way to improve your hit time is
by diligent practice. The problem is that without a
timer you have no way of knowing if you are moving
toward you goal of hitting more quickly or sliding
back. Of course any timer will give you your shot
time, but you are really looking for more then that.
You want a timer that teaches you what you need to
know about your shooting in a simple and straightfor-
ward manner allowing you to focus on your shooting
instead of jacking around with your timer.

Both the Club Timer 2 and the MKIV Championship
Timer are carefully designed with this mission in mind.
Both will tell you everything you need to know about
most strings at a glance with no button pushing at all. If
you do want to review your individual shot times, each will
display all the shot info at once (Shot number, split time,

MKIV Timer
PACT and Club Timer, are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. Copyright Y2K+2

total time) so you don’t have to page back and forth in some sort of VCR programming drill. The MKIV goes several steps
beyond the Club Timer 2 allowing you to program and simulate advanced courses of fire, includes a full feature chronograph,

/ 30 day monw Ilfet

BBK Il Scale ‘
ﬁm Wall Alapter_589.95

@s
<o

L3

o

BBK Il Scale

ballistic computer and lead calculator.

Do you enjoy messing with your balance beam scale when
you load? Sliding those weights back and forth and waiting
for it to settle down AGAIN - ugh! A PACT digital scale puts
an end to all that hassle - just weight the charge and get on
with the show. The PACT BBK2 electronic scale now runs off
an AC wall-adapter as well as standard 9-volt battery. The
Digital Precision Powder Scale goes a step farther and can
drive our Digital Powder Dispenser. All PACT products are
made in by us here in the USA. All are backed by our no BS
rranty.

TOLL FREE...800 PACT INC
800-722-8462
Fax: 972-641-2641
Dedler inquires welcome
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The Low-Light
Advantage:

Meprolight is the world leader in quality
self=illuminating sights. Fixed and ad|ustable
night sights for most plstels and revolvers,
a5 well as rifles and shotguns, ane available
in several color combinations. Reflex sights
with 24-hour Dlumination without batterles
et a mew level of perfosmance fog rifles and
bows, The new 2-Dot™ reversible sight plns
({14 .:ll:':"'l‘li.'l’:r‘ hunters guaranbes & clear,
precise alming polnt when conventlonal
sights disappeae

Aeflex sighits with 24-hou
ifurnination wathout o

batteries for gung and bows

3.1{'|'|-:~|‘:-|ighl [rr wWlnces are 2yt imstall and
avallable at 1,500 Kimber Master Dealers. If
vour favorite deaker does not stock Meprodight

Tritiurm-Wuminafed

VR r:n.'n |'I-'|I.I'l'.'|1:-|1E'.-|]lI!'t'l?t|}' !.mm h’l.mlu'-r. : : il
Meprolight is the rght sight in any light™ in & vankety of syfes.

ENa MEPROLIGHT

Exclusively imporied bW

AURILABLE how!
The SHRIKE™

AL MAR KNIVES

4" VG-10 BLADE

B

AL MAR KNIVES
PO BOX 2295
TUALATIN, OR 97062
PH: 503-6710-3080

FX: 503-639-4789 www.almarknives.com

SPEAKOUT

Common Sense Voodoo
I’ve been a student of Clint Smith's
since 1994. Hiswriting is just as informa-
tive as are his classroom lectures.
| called him once and said, “Clint, | just
bought a super-duper over-under magnum
'99 ... What do you think of them?”’
“If you've aready bought it, then why
do you even ask me?’ he answered.
Thomas “ 850-plus hours
at Thunder Ranch” Lilleberg
Viaemail

But He’s Our Slob
In my opinion, J.D. Jones epitomizes
the American slob hunter in mind and
body. Please cancel my subscription now.
Frank Calkins
Jackson, Wyo.

In regards to the article “Don’t Save
The Seals,” by J.D. Jones, al | can say is
this: no seal ever burglarized my house
and no whale ever raped my wife.

James Miles
Chicago

But only because of the diligence of guys
like J.D. Jones. Editor

CCW Serious

I’d like to see more |etters from readers
discussing authors like Jeff Snyder. CCW
isan issue that strikes fear into the hearts of
lots of Americans. How many people think
education, training and raising awareness
about the self-defense aspects of gun own-
ership should be sponsored by the federal
government? What does the average tax-
payer think the dollars that go to law
enforcement actually buy us? I've been a
subscriber for a couple of years and pretty
much read every word cover to cover. It
just seems that now, with the September 11
attacks never far from anyone's thoughts,
we can use your periodical to provide more
of aformat addressing both the pro and con
issues of private gun ownership.

D. Buonopane
Boston

Even Chicks Dig Us

That was a very nice issue of Amer-
ican Handgunner. Your insider column
especialy is akeeper.

Susan Houde-Walter
Viaemail

Forgive Thy Neighbor
Smith & Wesson is back! After the
illicit affair they had with the Clinton
administration | vowed to have nothing
further to do with them. Then | heard they

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002



Every MTT Mak Il
Rifle, BMaodel 77/44 Rifle, and
Super Redhawk Revolver
oomes with scop rings &1 no

euira charge — a $55 valuel
Buy a new Ruger M77 Mark 11 Rifle, Model 77/44 Rifle, or Super Redhawk Revolver
from your local firearms retailer and receive a factory rebate.

This offer does not include the MT7RSM MK (calibers .375 H&H, 416 Rigby, and 458 Lott),
Model 77/17, Model 7722, or the standard Redhawks.

Visit your bcal Risger stockong fireerm dealer for details, Offer beging Ampust 1; 302 pnd expires Sovemsber 18, 2007,
Purchuser miust be age 21 ur aver for revovers end 13 or over for rifles and comphy with all applicable Lo, ONfer void where prohibited

"N el
@ﬁ STURM, RUGER and Company, Inc. i

Soathpart, CT 40, LS AL * swwriger coan
A Makers for Besponsilsle Cilieens
Freoe bobroction mamsals Ioe all Ruger Oeearis s ailalie on reypursd, Flrase sperifs sl



The Only Thing We Could
Improve Was The Price!

SPEAKOUT

may be coming back around under new
leadership. | have a Model 24 that mal-
functioned so | called them. After a short
but courteous conversation | was told |
should send it in. | did, they fixed it,
postage paid and no fee. In the return box
was a note with a subtle but gentle hint that
the problem may have been my fault. Wel-
come back Smith & Wesson.
Ron Hadsall
Yerington, Nev.

Stick ‘Em Good

| caught this story on the 11 p.m. news
some time ago. An armed burglar breaks
into ahome and is confronted by the home-
owner who is armed with only aknife. The
burglar shoots at the homeowner, missing
him. The homeowner promptly attacks the
burglar and stabs him 15 times, ending his
life. Apparently, there are times when it is
appropriate to bring aknife to agun fight.
R. Car
Viaemail

Half-Cocked Wackos?

While conducting a search of the Web
for practical shooting articles, | was
amazed to see the Violence Policy
Research Center’s Website pop up. VPC
is one of the largest anti-gun lobbies in the
U.S. and has apparently decided to take
on the shooting sports as a new “target.”

On the Website are quotes from people
such as Rob Leatham and supposed experts
from different practical shooting videos
and books. It appears the VPC is amassing
these quotes and adding or omitting critical
commentary before posting them on their
site to further their anti-gun agenda. Mr.
Leatham is portrayed as a man who fanta-
sizes about the day he can beinvolved in a
public shootout so that he can be a hero.
And al practical shooters were painted as
half-cocked wackos who represent a
danger to society. Asif it isonly amatter of
time before each of us snaps.

As an IDPA member who might also
lose my mind at any moment, | would like
to thank a few people before | go. First,
I'd like to thank Mr. Bill Wilson for the
IDPA, and then Col. Jeff Cooper for intro-
ducing quality firearms training to the
public. Third, I’d like to thank Massad
Ayoob for introducing us to the important
responsibilities of owning and using a
firearm. Also thank you to Mr. Leatham,
who is an inspiration every time | go to
the range. Lastly, | would like to thank
American Handgunner for introducing me
to these guys. Thanksfellas.

Sean Mann
Fort Bliss IDPA; El Paso, Texas

Filipino Handgunner

Thank you for providing me with so
much information about this hobby of
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Officially Presented by New Colt Holding Company, Inc.
THE OFFICIAL COLT.

PYTHON .357 MAGNUM

COLLECTOR KNIFE

Limited Edition.

Handsomely Engraved.
Accents of 24 Karat Gold.

|l Fem oy
L i)
& minied medal, seb o the The il lebds deam
the Bouelition of fine qusmiths,  Foverie of the hande, boars svegly Il the
the emblem of Froskkn Mam tritam-Jeqigmed hasdly,
Celiotar Kniwei,

It was the weopon of choice for expert target shooters
and police marksmen. Prized by collectors, it was first
introduced in 1955, and is still in production today. The
ewesome Colt Python .357 Mognum. Re-created in this
extraordinary collector knife outhorized by Colt. With the
famed .357 fully sculptured, plated in nickel with hand-
puinted grips. Set aguinst o background of maon-made
ivory, reminiscent of the hand grips of the acteal revolver.
The fully engroved bolsters are richly accented in 24 karat
gold. And the etched stoinless steel blade bears the
respected Colt logo. The minted emblem of Franklin Mint
Collector Knives is set into the handle. The enfire edition
is forever limited to just 45 casting days. Complete with s
podded and zippered cose. LRI

: : : i : www.franklinmint.com

Sharing Your Passion For Collecting : ACR. Keyword: Franidin Mint

v Dol Oegher F 13630- 125001




SPEAKOUT

mine. It's been three years since | started
purchasing your magazine, and it has
helped me choose the right firearm,
ammunition and accessories.

Once again thank you for the help
your publication has given the firearms
community here in the Philippines. More
power to your magazine.

Alvin C. Gilladoga
Manila, Philippines

Think Twice

Tell the writer advocating airline pas-
sengers carry guns aboard airplanes to
give a look-see to your article about the
law-abiding citizen’s accidental discharge
with his Kel-tec.

| can picture it now. I'm sitting in my
window seat reading the in-flight maga-
zine when the nice gentleman in the seat
next to me stands up patting his front
pocket for his money clip to pay the stew-

MELY SPARET HOLETERS, G = v
804 EBewr mmmnmu
Phasa [208] 3T7-5577 -H-mm- 1\

Introdudng...The Raven {mﬂhal'.
7" Blade 530-V RC 59-60
Gunner Grip™ G-10 Handles
Blackhawk Airborme Sheath
5299.00

Combat Tested in Alghasistan

Clancy MT 59634
(406) 933-9151

ardess for his vodka and tonic. Bang, the
.32 caliber bullet passes through my mag-
azine and my complimentary bag of
peanuts and punches a neat, round holein
the Perspex window. Which then
explodes, sucking me and my magazine
into the thin, cold air at 35,000 feet.

Trust me, I'm all for law-abiding citi-
zens carrying concealed weapons. But
you have to accept the fact some people
haven't gotten parallel parking and
blinking red lights down yet.

George Eliseo
Viaemail

Magic, Lucky Pants

Roy Huntington’s article about his
friend accidentally shooting a hole
through his pants pocket sure struck
home. In 1965 | was 21 and | bought a
single-action six-gun and a holster for
some quick-draw. | thought | knew how
the Old West gunfighters did it.

As my confidence grew so did my
speed. Then my thumb dipped and the gun
went off before it cleared the holster. | felt
it thud into my foot. | waited for the pain
and blood sure to come. | checked my
kneecap. Still there. My foot wiggled and
there wasn't any blood in my boot. Body
parts seemed to be working. Had | literaly,
abeit unwillingly, dodged the bullet?

| traced the bullet’s path. First it went
through the bottom of my holster and
through my pant leg. It then crossed over
my knee and went down my leg on the
inside of my pant leg. It came back out at
the ankle and went into the ground beside
my boot.

My appreciation for firearms was not
diminished. But my sense of humility had
grown tremendously.

J. David Woodend
Rockville, Md.
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| had decided to lower the boom on a
growing rat population so | packed up my
little .22 auto, a flashlight, and a couple
of loaded clips. | left the house and
loaded my gun and when | reached the
place the rats were living | slipped a
loaded clip into the Ruger and chambered
a round. | reholstered my weapon with
the safety off and was amazed, shocked
and dismayed when it went off. In the
holster! | had a bullet hole in my pants
just below the bottom of the holster. But
when | got back to the house | found no
sign of abullet wound.

| had reholstered my loaded gun in the
dark. The safety strap, which has a nat-
ural inclination to curve towards the gun,
slipped through the trigger guard and
bridged between the two sides of the hol-
ster. So that when the gun was seated the
trigger was pressed, firing the gun.

| learned several things from this.
First, you don't get very many chances
like this one. And never holster a loaded,
cocked gun.

Jim Brown
Viaemall

Damn 1911s

| am alongtime subscriber. And you're
the best magazine. But | always thought
you pay too much attention to 1911 Als
and their clones. Now | have to clap my
hands about the two items published about
the Luger. Thank you for not forgetting the
classics, and please remember to continue

remembering the old stuff.
Nello Casoni

Uruguay

Deep Penetration

| just read your column, “Penetration
Testing Big Bore Handguns.” It’s fasci-
nating reading, though | can’'t say I'm
surprised at the results. Randy Garrett
was kind enough to email me some bal-
listic information last October, and he
filled me in on the findings at
Linebaugh’s seminar.

In my opinion, Taylor and Wooters
were closer to the mark than those who
rely on energy alone. Kinetic energy is a
decent thumbnail indication of a car-
tridge’s power, if that's al you have. But
| believe it places disproportionate pre-
mium on speed, unfairly handicapping
those big, heavy, long bullets you and |
seem to prefer. A cursory glance at the
sidebar penetration chart in your article
shows that it's not speed that puts the .45-
70 and .500 Linebaugh at the top of the
class. Other factors play in the complex
field of terminal ballistics, and those who
presume to hunt animals that bite back
would do well to heed them.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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What to have on

SIG-SAUER At a moment like this,

are the best
option you’ve got.

e Instinctive activation
e Lightning fast
* Pinpoint accuracy
TAURUS e Enhanced vision

* Powerful deterrent

New models. Lower prices.
Free catalog.

800-442-2406

New Beretta rubber
wrap-around model

A product of the Cr,
1911 FULL SIZE / COMPACT c

FOBUS, CCRCILETTH

DESIGNED FOR THE ISrRaAELI MiLITARY

=superior battle tested & proven worldwide

Mow a supencr concealment hotster with no
springs or snaps. Made from special high
density pohymers.

= SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHER PLASTICS -

Hip hugging, high riging, low profila with unbalievabla

ratention, comfort and less than half the waight of

other holsters (1.8 o 222, oz). Impervious to hot

or cold condiions..  Lifetime wamanty for weaar,

replacement by FOBUS or refund from the point of

the purchase.

Ball & paddie hoistors "10.99 and up. Loft hand "24 55,
g pouches singio "85, doubls bell o paddie "21.09,

FAS 2:.5ueoFko
FAS 3-Scoipdon
Barsa
Fity; gy hardiqun il syesem
o Woavor radl sysom
1

FOBUS USA

A Diviaian of Firdl SemMed
1300 Iachumtranl Hwvy,, Saila B-3,
Soathampion. P 18066

TEL: (315} 355361

FAX: (215) 3025073

wiww. fobusholstercom
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Actions speak:louder than waords.

Pins, paper, plates or steel. Whatever your passion, IMR speaks your
language, with six versatile powders jthat permit highly specific
tailoring of loads to your individual shooting goals. Choose from
our relatively fast powders such as Hi-Skor® 700-X, 800-X and PB
for 38, 9mm, 10mm and all the 40s; to SR 7625 and SR 4756 for
the big magnum cartridges, and 4227 for

precision target shooting. Pick up the new

IMR Handloader’s Guide to find the ideal

powder and reloading recipe to satisfy your .

passion. IMR—the brand more shooters

have depended on for two hundred years.

SMOKELESS POWDERS

For a free copy of the comprehensive

IMR Handloader’s Guide ask your dealer or write:
Alan Harris, IMR, 1080 Military Turnpike
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

www.imrpowder.com

H GH NOON HOLSTERS®

“Innovative Holsters for Armed Professionals’

Visit our website at
www. hi ghnoonhol st ers. com
or for color catal og send $2

PO Box 2138
Palm Harbor, FL 34682

Phone/Fax 727-786-7528

Sky High™
$54.95

IDPA Approved e
SHI PS IN 3-5 DAYS _-

SPEAKOUT

There is a fanatical quest for speed in
today’s shooting world unlike any we've
seen since Roy Weatherby’s heyday. But
I’ve always felt if something is worth
putting a whole through, it's worth
putting a big whole through. To pique my
interest in cartridge, tell me it starts with
the number 4, looks like it could have
been shipped in a cigar box without rat-
tling around too much, and is about 100
yearsold. Then my earsreally perk up.

Thanks for serving as such an able
representative of us old-fashioned (but
not quite as addled as some would
believe) shooters.

Shane Wrixon-Becher
Vista, Calif.

Return To Practicality

Having just read your May/June issue,
| felt like commenting in support of
Rodney Martin’s opinions regarding the
great |PSC-1DPA debate. IPSC erred
many years ago, | feel, when you needed
to carry around an extension cord in your
range box to power the multitude of
goodies you could bolt onto what used to
be a practical pistol.

| stopped shooting IPSC back in the
early '90s in favor of metallic silhouettes
and Olympic Free Pistol, when the techno-
wars were at their height and gadgetry
ruled. | had alightly customized 1911-A1
that | saw no need to ruin as an expedient
to competition. About the same time | first
heard of Tactical Pistol, and later IDPA.
Happily, 1SPC saw what was happening,
and today’s unlimited, limited, standard,
production and revolver classes have more
than made amends. The practicality, at
least in firearm design, has returned.

I.J. Larivers
Cleveland Pistol Club
Harare, Zimbabwe

Nosy Northerners, Eh?

My wife and | recently took a cruise to
Alaska that originated in Vancouver,
requiring we pass through Canadian Cus-
toms. The custom’s agent asked my wife
if we had any guns at home. She naively
answered, “Yes.” And then he asked if we
had concealed weapons permits. And she
said, “Yes.” He asked if there was any
chance we were transporting guns into
Canada. This | can understand, and she
said, “No.”

Unfortunately, | did not hear these ques-
tions. Because if | had, she knew | would
have been outraged. And she was right, |
was infuriated. What we legally have in
our home is no business of any foreign
official, or domestic for that matter.

Bill and Jan Mains
Casa Grande, Ariz.
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Suep up and eake aiem with the
22 Meos from Beretta

This revelutionary new American-
mads patol i going v changs the
wity you think about F3-caliber
handguns.

¢ With its sleek look and feel,
= ' perwerful acouracy, and

affordable price, iv is the

—e pa e :'-'i ideal pun for beginners. et

W —= - i =% its modular design —
":-'lﬁ i ':.n.*.T:'- E R o e L e which includes
- . interchangeable
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. units — makes it
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= o advamoed
ihooters at well

o whather youire
training, plinking. target
thooting, ar small game
huiting, the Mecs s the
gun for you.

Far a froe Moot video
sl Bgraara catilesy
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PROVEN PERFORMANCE

For over 20 years A7078c¢ has been a
recogni zed leader in the nanufac-
turing of specialty lubricants. Now
Pro7ec rings to you the ultinate
cleaning and | ubricating products for
your firearm  Wth laboratory and
field proven formul ations, you can be

PROVEEI

assured you are getting the utnost

PROVEN PROTECTI ON
Increases el ocity
S ops Qorrosion
Prevents Rust
Prevents Gaul di ng
Reduces Metal Fouling
Salt Wdter Protection
GQntains Nb Solid Particles
Bxcl usi ve Anti-friction Mtal
Treat nent Formul a
6’”/‘_///19!.9'5 and Gy Aailabl e
in Patented Syringe Applicators

ForR DEALER INFORMATI ON, CALL:

1-800-843-561429
1747 BARTLETT RD. TN 38134 901. 377.6888 "¢ “UFAX:

MEMPHI S, Q0% 1377. 7581

i
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Light, Tight

Out of Sight

SPEAKOUT

Last Straw

| will renew my subscription to your
magazine only after you realize the 1911
is not the only gun your readers are inter-
ested in. Not al of us can afford $2,000
highly-specialized pieces. Most of us
enjoy going out and shooting up atin can
or some semi-formal target shooting.
Some guns right out of the box have
proven to be reliable for duty use without
the expenditure of time and money to
make the 1911 equal them.
James C. Smith
Delta, Ohio

Questioning Ayoob

My wife is an experienced physical-
education teacher who knows her kinesi-
ology. She brought this issue to my
attention (July/August 2002).

The Rogers flashlight technique
requires the user to squeeze the whole
weak-hand to operate the butt-end on/off
button of a Surefire flashlight. In atense or
panicked situation, it is highly probable
that even an experienced shooter will
reflexively sgueeze with both hands at the
same time, since the two kinesthetic acts
are both similar and symmetrical, and we
tend to automatically do symmetrical
things with similar body parts. When the
strong hand squeezes, it is highly likely
that the trigger finger of that hand will aso
squeeze as part of that symmetry, espe-
cialy if the shooter has developed the bad
habit of “milking” his pistol.

Thus it is very possible to experience
an accidental discharge while turning the
flashlight on or off.

In the Harries technique, it is the
thumb, and only the thumb, of the weak
hand that operates the flashlight’s switch.
It is much easier to separate the action of
the weak-hand thumb from that of the
strong-hand index finger (or even the
strong hand, if the entire shooter “milks’
his pistol), since the two actions require
very different kinesthetic movements and
possess no symmetry. Thus with the Har-
ries system, light-switch modulated acci-
dental discharges are much lesslikely.

Of course, I'm prejudiced about this.
Mike Harries was my dear friend, shooting
buddy, and long-time pistol coach.

Steve Henigson
Eastsound, Wash.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER™ welcomes letters to
the editor for the Speak Out column. Letters
should be typewritten, but legible handwriting is
acceptable. Letters must be less than 350 words.
We reserve the right to edit all published letters
for clarity and length. Due to the volume of mail,
we are unable to individually answer either
written correspondence or e-mail. Send your let-
ters to Speak Out , American Handgunner, 591
Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA
92108; internet: www.americanhandgunner.com
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New! How-To Videos From AGI

Now you can detail strip, reassemble & repair 26
popular firearms quickly & easily with total confidence!
AGIEs 90 Day Better Than Risk Free Offer To You:

The American Gunsmiching Insteese woukd [#e vois o benefit like thowsands
of other have, 50 we are providing you o Bebier Than Rk Froe Offer on
our vided couries. We will even grve you FREE iools to get you staned

o | am sure thal vou probably know how oo do some Fastc cleaning and
oiling, but when 2 comes 1o tolally disassombling, troebde sbooting and
working on your firearms maost people el
prewy inusmklaied. That's why the American
Gunsmithing Enstinge tcamed with Masor
Unnmilk Bobert “Ikob™ Donlip i oreats
this exnclusive serics of Armancrs Courses,
Each is specifically designed 1o provide you
the knimviadge needed to conflidently main-
tmin & pepair your oW guns

Master Gunsmith

Reveals His Secrets

Bob Dunlap Bas beon Senior Instructor s
Lassen Cunsmitking School for over 30 wears and a wamanty gunsmish for
mast all of the I'I'I-'I_il:-r firearm  mssaliotunrs inclihing: Calt, S&W,
Resmungion, Wincheiter, Marlin, Para Ovdnamee and many otbers, Dusing
this tima be developed & repair symem alosg with a ieaching method that is
sy 80 undontand snd follow: Mo dhrough the AGE Armoners Serics Vidoos
B b6 abdee o alnre 0 With v

Wou &0t fix something until you really wsderstasd how @ worka, That's why
ALG] beging each viden coanis with a clear domonsiration using » mre cut-
arwry Tincasmn or with the nction compleicly exposcd, wesching you how each
pant is inicnded 10 work. Then after you heve @ firme understanding of @
mechanical operatsos, we guide you theough the ontire step-by-siep disss
iembly, cleaning amed reasscnabdy provesses. W leach you Bow 1o make e
M cofnmon Basic repaira, provide iricks and bps on cusioméeing, and
show you hiw 10 ovoid comescs, comly mistakes. These vidoos easily pay
Fi themselves the very firet time they are viewed and you will enjoy wasch-
imgz thems again & agan

Survival Manuals For Your Guns!

In cach of the curreni 36 AGI Armorer Courses you will lears; history,
design und funetion, cormplete drassembly (nod just ficld siripping], clean=
ing tricks, resssermbly and basic oouble shooting e repairs, Esch AGH
video & nypically 0 sinutes 80 1 hours in length. AGI Armorers Cosres
retail for only $29.9% fplus $3 skapping) But Beres 4 better offer .. .

Al s dedicaed oo preserving e punsmithing arts. W have a sl adver-
tizang budged =0 we can’t mess areamd. We'l like you so onder from this ad
Risk Froe and we are willing 1o make it worthwhile for you toodo s Onder
amy 3 ACH Armnorers Course Wideos fog only 55990 and we will give you a
hofe inspection light and FREE Shipping. Oweder any 3 AGI Arnaner
Courses for only 58995 and gt the bare light, plus a Firearss Traizieg €0
and FREE Shippizg  Amd e Besi Deal - Orcder Any 4 AGI Armorer
Lourses s @at the bore light, plas the tmiring CT), plos FREE Shippisg
AND an B piece gunsmdthing pes punch st for only S119.80. Complee
Satisfsction CGumaramtesd or you keep the tools s=d AGH will fefund vour
maney i full. Amd juss v give you added incentive we are offering & Rapid
Respemnse Bonus Vides - Order rao or ssore courses in the noxt 15 days and
we will also incleds & popular M) minute vides "How To Uederstand And
Purchase Riflzs & Fistol Seopes, Withot Getting Ripped O™, A 530 Vilue
FREE with vour order! CALL NOW! 1-800-707-0067

Log ot oo wehsits and sign up B a4 FREE santhly fircarm coxine ai
www EreTicangunsmithcom or call mww for o FREE CATALDEG which

American
Gunsmithing
Institute

800-797-0867 * FAX707-253-7149

Eas i Gt

dsimils the mdny othér How-To video oouses we have avatlible which
imchude: machinisg, Wuing, sock relinisking, omsom rifle & pisiol build-
g, buildmg the AR-15, G-1, FAN-FAL & M-1 Crarand trgger jobs and
many mofe. We alse offer & Professional Gunamdthing Course complele
with certification. CALL NOW! 1-500-797-686T

Here's what our cusiomers Hhink . . .
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Fublications and comiinually have to undare
Ny own imowledge of B énfive firearms
fild  AGTY Fdeo Armorer Coiirses ane
|'r|...|':'-_|-.v.rr|.v...|ﬂ|-' rmu'rﬁr.l.i\f |ﬁ.|'|i'rll.IEfl Bl
sramdimg of the desigm, fimenioning, modifi-
catdon and repair o the world 5 modr popa.
far flrearms.  The AUT cowrtes ane clear,
| uatE coacise @ad beillionnly prodweed.  Marier
Crameavidh, Rebert Dunlap, i worth his weight fv polid av an arpamized, shop
wite aad arlicwlnie (mavracior. Melb beew ki - dome Dhar - aniad B par-
sonial fnsighte Info fedivideal goms bespeak of yerrs of beack egperience
a.m.l'rﬁou,gﬁnw absermnion, (et Bk Haolr Fosdtmreom, Crwm Wrrer
A o badbeiny awd Shooer [ needed fo refresh my messory on che 1901 43
Al 15 years age Fwas o Armorer fa the U0E, Army Fwinh § bod your wideos
i, Fearessd more Bings ow vour vides v 2 Sosrs abosr ike 45 phaw in
the Arenes armoner school ™ Kool dumans

Armorers Courses Available:

TET T 425 audo®

_,,,,,..:,...!-.:‘i

=iy RUGER 1022 #1008 — =gy

A8 AUTO F101 REMINGTONBTO 4111

BROWNING HI-POWER nmﬂ REMINGTON

ARIS 10—ty 1100 & 1187 #112 .

SHE H104 gy WINCHESTER 04 #1132
RUGER MK I/

MEIFSTANDARD 8114 ‘
FH-FAL Fi28 —= o=

LTI M |
COLT SA #124  ew—tny

WINCHESTER 87 @125

ENFIELD MEL MElN &
ISHAPOAE 8307 ==y
MIME GAREINE B30 7 .

HI-STANDARD -

PISTOLS #11
bl e U B N N N N N N N N N ] -——--1

r
1 Torally Rivk Free Money Back Guarantes I
| Sy anal viaatch AGT 3 videos for #10 chivs & §vou don ¥ agree char dhey ane
| the bt mcmmﬂgw sy wad mpate vidoos availably semd ]
1 therg bk Jor o Sl rofind’ aodl beep the free i) 1

0 B Send Me AGTs FREE Catalog || I

HEK 21, 23, 84, G-3 #1107 i E
S 4 WREVOLVERS #1050y

RUGER M1 0115 =y
MAKAROY #16 1
SAW ALTOS #117

k1 GATAND/MIA #1118
MOSSBERC 500 #1110 =y

I O Send Professional Gunsmishing Course [nformation - |
I Mire s FAELELTRL
b Address T T S|
0 Cigy, Sare, Fip Lt |
I hisil e AGE, 1325 Dmola Avenue W 8504, Mapa. CA 34555 ]
I wiCALL NOW: 1-800-TOT-00867 i

L . . N T I e p—————

* www.americangunsmith.com




ucking accuracy out of a semiautomatic pistol is a pretty

straightforward proposition. The custom pistolsmith simply

welds, hammers and fits everything together so tight it
takes two donkeys and a mule to pull the slide back. To get
arevolver to shoot heart-shaped groups involves a complex rela-
tionship — the marriage of bulletsto throats to barrel bores and
crowns. Both are a complicated mess some gunsmiths never master.
Getting a .22 caliber semiauto to shoot is awhole different ball-
game, especialy if you want it to shoot the center out of atarget

perched at some unreasonable distance. Few pistolsmiths will tackle

a .22 to try and make it shoot under 1" at 50 yards. One superlative
gunsmith, and member of the American Pistolsmiths Guild, who
can force a.22 to shoot against al oddsis Lou Lombardi of Falcon
Machining in Scottsdale, Ariz.

If you want to shoot sub 1" groups at 50 yards, you must have
ammunition that does the job. Quality match-grade ammunition
such as Eley or Federal Gold is expensive, but there is one brand,
Aquila, that will hold .5" groups (or better) consistently when shot
from atest barrel. Aquila's plain-old standard velocity is Eley

primed ammunition, made in Mexico and priced less than a buck for

abox of 50. But it shoots as good as Eley Tenex. Giveit atry and
upon firing you'll instantly smell the Eley priming material.

ATTAINING THE
UNATTAINABLE

n order for your Model 41 S&W or
I Ruger Mark IV to shoot sub-1"

groups at 50 yards, here is what
you must do.

Line your barrel or replace it com-
pletely with a high-quality match
graderifled one, in either Euro-
pean .114" land diameter or a
.116" ID American bore.

Then, the crown must be
made perfectly concentric to
the bore. It makes no difference
if itis 90, 45 or 11 degrees, but
it must be concentric and sharp
if the bullet isgoing to leave
the bore evenly with equal
pressureon al sides.

When you are shooting
match ammunition in tightly
cut match chambers, one
drop of oil on the top of the
case of the top round will
help. This facilitates the
loading sequence, keeps the
fouling soft, and makes
cleaning easier.

posed to be built

F

the norm. But, they ar

-

The S&W Mod. 4

20

is serious .22
medicine.

Tight Is Good

actory .22 caliber barrelsin pistols
such as Smith’s Model 41 are sup-

for target shooting

or to accuracy standards a cut above

e still chambered

to handle all brands of ammunition from
the cheapest and

poorest quality to
the finest. That's
the way it hasto
be in today’s world
of generalities.
Manufacturers cut
rimfire chambers
— the heart of
rimfire accuracy
— with an excep-
tionally long
chamber and a 50
lead (the point at
which the bullet
enters the rifling)
in front of the
bullet so all brands
of ammunition
will fit.

Chamber diam-
eter isalso left on

“This Volquartson

THE INSIDE SCOOP
ON
PISTOLSMITHING
TECHNIQUES

the generous side. Match chambers, on
the other hand, are cut by a custom pis-
tolsmith to tight tolerances with alead
that will alow the .22 rimfire cartridge
to chamber easily in a semi-automatic
pistol. If the gunsmith uses aplain old
“match reamer” made for arifle, the .22
cartridge will come within 3/32" from
fully seating and the force of the semi-
automatic bolt will not have enough
energy to push the bullet into the rifling
as does a bolt-action rifle. The solution
to this problem isto cut a custom
chamber with a 10 to 20 lead, such as
those cut by a Bentz reamer, which are
available from all reamer manufacturers.
The Bentz reamer was devel oped to cut
chambers so the bullet would be held
tightly in the chamber with minimal
wobble. A 1.50 lead meansthe bullet grad-
ually entersrifling, and the cartridge has
no problem seating when the bolt closes.
The only difference between the Bentz
reamer and other tight chamber match
reamers, such as the Winchester Model
52D, isthe lead. With the tight match
chamber you may have trouble getting
Some ammunition to seat, such q

as heavily waxed Eley Tenex.
For more information, contact Falcon
Machining, phone: (602) 482-7333.
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CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC.

www.cylinder-slide.com

PO YEARS OF PISTOLSMITHING FOR ALL TYPES OF SHOOTERS GUARANTEES YOU
THE FINEST IN PARTS SELECTION, SERVICE AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,

THE ABsOLUTE BesT HAMMERS, SEARS, DiISCONNECTORS MADE!

Each part is indandually hand ingpected and checked on Roclowall hardness tester 1o insura that tha part i heat trealed o
e proper hardness of 50-53 Rockwall C. Each part comes with a itz own Rockwell certificate stating its handness. Look lor
the dimple made by the diamond while tlestng. Our new chambered hammers. make for more comioriable concaaled camy
ard reduced hammer pull. Thesa Ingger kits will maintain their action thousands of times longer than faciony parts.

1911 Trigger Pull Sets - Truly drop-in at the specified trigger pull.

M Corps Chamiered 3 Ib. Trigger Pull Set Itra Light Chamfered 3.5 Ib. Trigger Pull Set
= M Corps Chamiered Hammeer = Lira Light Chamienad Hamener
s ol Ciiwpd DhSCOnnecion Q- . = Lira Match [heoonmecion
) § - « M Coms Sear _j{ | = itra Loww Mass Sear
- ) . = Light Pull Sear Spring | & % « Light Pull Saar Spring
ri——L Mgy - Hammer Spring
=== rut+cso-swsTs |, Pt CS214 518115
Warp Speed 3 Ib. Trigger Pull Set Tactical | Chamfered 4 b, Trigger Pull Set
F.. ='Warp Speed Hammer - « Tacical N Chamiered Hamemer
¥ " = Lra kow Mass Disconmecion " % = Lira Madch Disconmecion
et £ =Utra Low Mass Sear y ! « Tactical Sear
il . = Light Pull Saar Speindg - = Light Pull Saar Speing
BAWWAWSWEY - Harmeer Spring R » Hammer Spring
B favcsi06-518TS BTN caiecsie-sianes
Super Match Chamfared 3.5 Ib. Trigger Pull Set Tactical 4.5 Ib. Trigger Pull 5 piece Set
P = Super Maich Chasmbenad Harmemes P « Tactical Commandar Hamimas
L - = LA Maich Disconnecion L™ | - » |itra Maich Disconnackorn
g £ * LWra Low Mass Sear e F = Tactical Sear
o . = Light Pull Saar Spring - * Light Pull Sear Spring
el i = Harmumer Spring AN = Hammar Spring
BT paecoin-siesTs T L csoesos1ies0

Browning Hi Power Hammer & Sear Sets www.cylinder-slide.com

| Chamfered hammers were designed o el rnnaIEJr the hammer bite on s Thesa pars
| the web of the hand that commaonly ccours with faclory hammers Sl plus all the

| Browning Hi Power Chamiersd Type |l Set i j ner padts
e » Chamferad Type | Commander Hammer i from Cylinder
L & Shide can be

= GHC Sear
Part § C8217 - $113 80 Y tound on our

Browning Hi Power No Bite Chamferad Set | == r a1 W ""'"E'l hl ?ﬂﬂ _In.
"‘- = Mo Bite Chamisred Commander Hammer | | Y o on, You
* CNC Saar m— L
Part # CS218 — $104.45 8 :
* Secura on-ling ondarn
Browning Hi Power Chamfered Commander Set » Numarous tachnics :Ek,m
o . ‘CE::"ET::’ Commandar Hammer * Color photographs and articles

1wy !
Part i CB216 — $104.45 * LU (AR PACKARAR

FREE Shipping on any set ordered before November 1, 2002!

o CYLINOER & SLIOE CATALOG $4.00 CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. TO ORDER:
e el 5 cmladeg, w0 ol racduses 3 pape Ciusloe: G | E 5 5

Prime P -!rlr'u:r-.--vﬂ-'pil'. T Pape Hed Sprrge FFZﬂ;ﬁEta"ﬂlll:aﬁ?ﬂA{_t!‘E 1 Eun “E 1?13
bty Cihaschireg @ 15917 el pumnyirn in belesen, 66 calalog Bhe 403-731 -ﬂ."‘??l'i = ¥ I Lr_;. o P

proeckel Do e TR ! i rendale s wed o § ™ e B M 4‘-’-—-'_"’-1"}1—'—1-3 ﬁ I
cinarryplises o whal™s imadeed noan sclion g TD ORDER: 1-B800-448-1713
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. SAGE ADVICE
- %;‘ FROM THE
2 j a7 HANDLOADING
GURU

m Charles E. Petty

Lilliputian
Reloading

can't begin to count the number of

times people have told me they

would like to start loading but it
just took more space than they had to
offer. Loading setups can occupy alot
of space — but they don’t haveto. A
few square feet of temporary floor
space and part of acloset shelf will do.
If you' ve got someplace to put one of
those 2'x6' workbenches from the
home improvement store you a have a
luxurious amount of room and prob-
ably don’t deserveit.

THE KIT AND
KABOODLE

et another argument we hear is
that it costs too much to get
started. That’s amost always an
excuse rather than areason
because regardless of how cheaply you
can buy factory ammo, you can load it
for less. In actuality, avery complete
loading setup can be bought for less
than the cost of a modestly priced gun.
And the savings start immediately.
The first-time buyer of loading
equipment faces alot of decisions and

Okay, maybe you do.

One misconception is that you have
to have a bench that’s both heavy and
unmovable. Ah ha, not so. If onewas
to do major reforming operation with
large cases, or perhaps bullet swaging,
then it would be needed. But, even
full-length sizing of standard rifle cases
doesn’t take alot of effort. And sizing
handgun casesis amost effortless.

Another misconception isthat every-
thing must be permanently mounted. In
fact, nothing hasto be. A pair of stout
“C” clampswill hold apressfor all but
the most strenuous work. RCBS has a
handy die-cast duminum base with
drilled and tapped holes that will mount
awide variety of tools. | put powder
measure stands on a small square of
plywood and usea“C” clamp to hold it
on the bench. When not needed it sits
out of the way under the bench.

Several companies offer smple
pedestal mounts that occupy little
space and can be put in a closet when
not in use. Midway USA hasa
“Portable Reloading Bench” that only
weighs 5.25 Ibs. But it hasabase that's
17.5" in diameter, which provides a
very stable platform. It's 27" high,
which isagood bench height, and it

has lots of opportunities to get it wrong. The beginner doesn’t need the same sort of
sophisticated stuff a benchrest shooter uses, but it's an equally large error to be too
cheap. Most loading equipment will last alifetime so it might be wise to spend alittle
more up front to avoid having to replace unsatisfactory gear |ater.

All of the major makers of loading equipment: Hornady, Lee, RCBS and Redding
offer kits containing basic equipment. Some have extensive packages that really do
have everything you need. The hardest part is going to be deciding whose stuff to buy.
| have gear from just about everyone and use things as much by habit as anything else.
My bet is that anyone who is thinking about taking-up rel oading knows someone who
aready reloads. They can help you in a couple of ways. Ask them what they bought,
why they bought it, and would they buy it again. Then badger them out of an hour or so
of hands-on instruction. | can write ‘till I'm blue in the face talking about something
your buddy can show you in five minutes.

The
Midway

It’'s Only Money...

he marketplace is a bewildering mass of

selling and pricing practices. When | was

getting started in reloading there was agun

shop one town over that carried everything
aloader could want at prices that were consider-
ably below those charged in hometown shops. So
every month or so a bunch of uswould take aride
to get what we needed.

Today you can almost always find stuff for
lower prices at mail order houses, but by the time
you include shipping costs it may not represent a
big savings. Thisis one of the best areasin

has atop platform that is 9"x9" and can ﬁ‘;,’o’f',’z,f-f,g shooting where comparison shopping can pay,

hold avariety of clamped goodies. Bench in but you must factor in the value of personal ser-
a tidy vice and instruction available at local stores. This
package. can often offset the slightly higher prices they

have to charge.

But, there is oneironclad buying rule: Never
buy equipment based on price alone. If the inexpen-
siveitem doesn’t end up meeting your needs you'll
surely replace it and have wasted those original
dollars. Sort of like those $5 socket sets ﬁ
that are so hard to turn down.
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Your SHOOTING CHRONY, the greatest Bang for your Buck!

For precise ammo velocity measure-
ment. For Rifles, Handguns, Archery,
Shotguns, Airguns and Paintballs.
Choose 10 Models from $87.95 to
$199.95; We accept Trade-ins;

Have alook at our Shooting Chrony
Ballistics program on our Web Page:
www.shootingchrony.com or
www.chrony.ca

If it doesn't unfold,
it's not a Chrony.

-

Ask your Dealer or call 1-800-385-3161
SHOOTING CHRONY INC.

3269 Niagara Falls Blvd.

N. Tonawanda, NY 14120

e-mail: chrony@shootingchrony.com

Shown: Master Chrony with Ballistic Printer
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TIPS, TECHNIQUES
AND POLITICAL-
INCORRECTNESS

J.D. Jones

It Ain’t All Romance

riginally, the Professional Hunter —
0 now simply popularly called the PH

(and definitely not the politically-
incorrect White Hunter) was an indi-
vidual who hunted and killed excess ani-
mals professionally, wherever they were
found. By the way, “White Hunter” was
simply a correct term to describe awhite
hunter, as there were, and are, plenty of
black hunters too, called, oddly enough,
“Black Hunters.”

Likeit or not the job existstoday in
this country on a very professional
basis. | know this for afact, as| supply
many of them with suppressed firearms
and am aware of some of the jobs they
do. They may have operated in your
backyard without your ever knowing it.
They thin deer herds, coyotes, mountain
lions and more.

The Hollywood version of King
Solomon’s Mines, with Stewart Granger,

amels were introduced into Australia during the exploration
days of the great Australian desert. Like the Australian donkey,
they eventually became feral animals and proliferated. Donkeys
are aterrible problem for ranchers in some areas of Australia. |
was on one station (ranch) where the owner wanted 16,000 donkeys
killed. There is simply nothing to do with them but eradicate them if a
rancher isto survive.
TheAustralian Asian Buffalo has been pounded and it numbers greatly
reduced. Camels, however, while not having spread in territory or numbers as

stereotyped Granger as the typical White
Hunter. Handsome, impeccably dressed,
suave, debonair and brave — aswell as
nailing the wealthy client’s wife while the
poor client is being trampled by a buffalo.
That may be atrue picture of some PHS,
but not many. I’ ve met my share who
were filthy, unshaven, sitting with a beer
in one hand and cigarette in the other

with their nuts hanging out of their
shorts. Therea PH falls somewherein-
between the extremes. Don’'t we all?

the donkeys (and wild horses), are still a significant problem to ranchers. But
more on these dumb dromedaries | ater.

Darwin, then a charter into the outback to a dirt strip.
Next came hours in the truck to camp, which turned out
to be bare dirt as, of course, the PH was too busy — read
“lazy” — to erect acamp prior to our arrival.

On day one it was decided Robin was to shoot first, if
a suitable opportunity presented itself. It did, and she
knocked over eight donkeys with eight shots with the 100
grainers from the .257 JDJ. An hour later, three camels
came running at us. | hit onein the center of the chest
with a270 gr. Hornady with the .375 JDJ, which caused
quite acommotion. Two veered toward our right and
sped-up. | reloaded, while keeping my eye on the one that
was down. Suddenly — BLAM — from right behind me.
| looked around just in time to see a camel going end over
. end from a shoulder-spine shot and an intense look on
-1 Robinsface, turning into a big smile as she reloaded.
) That was ten years and two kids ago. Robin is till
petite, still beautiful and still hunts. 1t's always satisfying to see
awoman embrace newfound abilities, especially when they
involve shooting and hunting.

12,000 Miles To
Smoke A Camel

ack to those nasty feral camels.
OneAustralian trip was special.
Alan’swife was a petite, sophisti-
cated urban executive who was
not a shooter and had never hunted or
even been in the outdoors. Tents, don-
keys and the outback were as foreign to
her as staying in anything lessthan a
four star hotel would be. Alan bought her [,
alightweight, light recoiling .257 JDJ -
SSK Contender and gave her some shooting instruction. Like
most women who do not fear guns and are given excellent
instructions, she listened and learned quickly. Apprehensively —
Robin was ready for the unknown. So take alady hunting, and it doesn’'t have to be feral
Flying to Australia sucks. First to Honolulu, then Sydney, then ~ camelsin the outback of Australia, either. Just take ‘em.
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KnifeArt.com “Evolution™
Blade: 3,75 5250

Exclusive “Tighe Fighter”
Blade: 3.5 5475

Exclusive “Smith Combat”
Blade: 3.5° 5400

KNIFEART.COM

orders: 501.221.1010
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Clint Smith

INSTINCTIVE:
Relating to,
prompted by,

or'based on a
strong natural

impulse.

POINT-LESS SHOOTING

"d say it's pretty tough to shoot a handgun instinc-

tively, since no one | ever met dropped from the

womb handgun in hand. Should it ever happen, there

then | guess would be someone with the potential to be
an instinctive shooter.

Gifted gunmen, the likes of Ross Seyfried, Bill Jordon, Rob Leatham and the
“Burner” Jerry Barnhart, may have been born with natural skills. But being simply
gifted isn't the end of the story. I'll bet $5 somewhere in the mix is alittle dose
of practice.

As | understand it, point shooting would mean the firing of a handgun without using
the sights. Arguments provided in support of point shooting say if athreat isclosingin
thereisno time to look at sights. Another might be that because the target is so close
sights are not required to make hits. And besides, looking at the sights wastes time.

The argument: “He's so close | can’t miss,” can be countered with amore logical,
“He'sso close I’ d better not miss.” Besides, if point shooting is the cure-all then knock
them bumpy things off the front of that slide.

AIMLESSLY
AWKWARD

UN-AIMED FIRE

True un-aimed fire would probably
be best represented by the emergency
firing of a handgun from a retention
position very similar to hip shooting.
But, in this case, the pistol is elevated so
the muzzle is pointed at the threat and
the left side of the grip is along-side the
pectoral muscle of the chest.

Applications may be muzzle-contact
conflictsin a“hands on” fight over con-
trol of the handgun. Many (most?)
standing physical fights deteriorate to
ground—fighting. Such afight may dic-
tate the shooter deploy the handgun in

Aiming is a
good thing.

L]
&
-

28

very close proximity. It may be hard to
look for the sights with a 200-pound
threat sitting on top of you while pum-
meling your face and head into the
asphalt. Un-aimed fire would be appro-
priate to drive the threat away from
you, creating distance so you can
engage with accurate sighted fire to
stop the fight.

AIMED FIRE

Anyone who has actualy fired a
handgun at any amount would be afool
to dispute that accurate bullet placement
is accomplished by carefully aligning
the sights on the target and pressing the
trigger. I'll readily admit it’s not always
feasible to apply pristine marksmanship.
But, if | had some inkling the fat lady
was about to sing — make mine
“aligned sights.”

FIRST-PERSON
THOUGHTS ON
SURVIVING IN
THE REAL WORLD

WHAT'S BEST?

t might depend on the amount of
time and effort you can devote to
the skills involved. Repetition is
the mother of skill, and practice
makes perfect. What effort will you
commit to saving your life? What
time, what monies, what level of
tenacity — what sighting technique?

Another point may be the litiga-
tion factor, especially when firing a
gun without a good idea of where
those bullets are going. You can rest
assured somebody involved is going
to have alawyer. If | were respon-
sible for training others | would
come up with areally good explana
tion of why | taught point shooting
over aimed fire— or vice-versa.

If point shooting is endorsed, it
would be a bold assumption to work
under the premise that one knew
more than the sum total of all
firearms knowledge. Indeed, the
basi c foundation supports, “Looking
at the sightsis agood way to hit the
target.” Think about it.

Just maybe all these techniques
are correct based upon where they
are applied. But then again, you
should choose wisely, as only your
life depends upon your selection.
Besides, sights must be somewhat
important — we name some of our
most honored institutions after
them: Gunsite, Front Sight, The Site
and Insights.

Then again, on occasion there

are also Loose Sights. q

Fortitudo Honorus.

By Seqouia Blankenship
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OPINION AND
FACTS FROM THE
MEAN STREETS

—

WEAVING AN ISOSGELES?

ou’ve probably heard it al during this ongoing debate
Y between the Weaver stance and variations of the
| sosceles shooting platform.

“lsoscelesis more natural!”

“Weaver isbio-mechanically stronger!”

Now comes Marty Hayes, founder of the Firearms
Academy of Seattle. An experienced street cop and an
experienced competitor, Marty has done well in national
and state championships.

Marty has come to believe a combination of body reactions
under stress— and how the shooter’s hand fits the sidearm —
may be the actual determining factors as to whether the Weaver
or |sosceles will better serve during a reactive shooting.

When the officer has found which technique works better

crisis. We center ourselves with the threat, because a crea-

ture with binocular vision instinctively wants to get more
visual input and this maximizes the field of view. Where the
head goes, the body follows.”

| soscel es proponents have been saying this all along, with
support from medical and combat research that dates back to the
early 20th century. Marty maintains there’s moreto it than that.

“We make fists when we're threat-
ened,” he continued. “We need to adapt
this to the gun. Particularly, we need to
adapt this to how the given handgun fits
the grasp of the given officer.”

“It'sal in how the hand fits the
gun,” Hayes stated flatly. “When the
hand tightens spasmodically into afist,
it changes the alignment of hand to arm,
which accordingly can change the align-
ment of the gun.”

He has found when the hand islarge
and/or the circumference of the handgun’s
grip-frameis dim, some variation of a
Weaver stance seemsto give the best nat-
urd alignment of gun with target when
the shooter’s hands convulse into fists.

“If you have small or medium sized
hands and a large handgun, such asa
Beretta, or larger revolver, the Isosceles
will probably be your best default
stance,” explained Marty.

“It is no coincidence, in my opinion,
that the large-handed Jeff Cooper came to
like a shooing stance (Weaver) that
allowed his 1911 to line up easily and nat-
urdly with his dominant eye. Conversely,
| also don't believeit's a coincidence the
modern IPSC shooters, who all shoot fat-
handled, double-stack guns, primarily like
aversion of the |sosceles stance.”

R ecently, Marty told students, “We follow our instinctsin a

Isoc: Large S&W.

Weaver:

Large S&W.

‘ r )
= abral fist. arge Frame S&W. Small Frame S&W.

under these conditions, they have found their “ Default Shooting
Stance.” Thisisthe firing posture which the officer should
revert or “default” to when the chips are down.

“1 believe in the old saying that in crisis, ahuman being is
less likely to rise to maximum potential than to default to what
has been ingrained by training and experience,” said Marty.

andgunner’s repufation for bringing new ideas into the limelight is an infe-
gral part of our philosophy. At times, these ideas may be controversial. This
is one of those times.

The Firearms Academy of Seattle is welknown and Marty’s reputation as a trainer
is well-established. But, | know many will have a fundamental difference of apinion
with the hypothesis presented in Ayoob’s report.

After 20 years of law enforcement field and range experience, it's been my observa-
tion people revert to prior fraining protocol when under stress. If they frain Weaver,
they revert to Weaver. | know foo many people of all shapes and sizes who shoot
successfully with either (or both) techniques fo believe handsize plays a significant
role. Personal experience also shows it’s often virtually impossible to assume an
Isoscles stance when wearing hard body armor and a load-bearing vest.

We welcome your comments.

Finding the Default Mode

ith four years of research behind the concept, using hun-
W dreds of studentsin both daylight and low light, Marty

reports the equation seemsto be, “small hand plus large
grip equals I sosceles, and large hand plus small grip equals
Weaver.” The research has included shooting under extreme
stress with a heart rate monitor attached during exercises such as
Firearms Academy of Seattle’s “fight and shoot” drill involving
extreme physical exertion prior to shooting.

“The ones who revert to what we previously determined to
be their default stance tend to lead the pack in shooting perfor-
mance,” said Marty.

Dim light shooting is where this concept seemsto shine. | saw
it in the low-light range at the Firearms Academy of Seattle. Any
sort of point shooting where the shooter cannot visually index the
gun with the target will be extremely dependent upon a stance that
creates a body position index to aign the weapon with lq
thethreat. | think Marty Hayes is onto something here.

For further info, contact him at: Marty@firearmsacademy.com,
or you can call himat (360) 978-6100.
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STUPID
CROOKS AND
BUNGLING
BANDITS

THEY CALL HER
“MRS. FORGES™

ut she thought she was just a lady

doing some grocery shopping ... A

few months ago the media widely

reported that “Israeli forces’ shot
and killed a Palestinian suicide bomber
before he could set off his torso-wrapped
explosive charge in a crowded super-
market in Efrat, south of Bethlehem.
Nobody was surprized at this story —
except the Israeli Defense Forces, the sur-
viving shoppers, and the Israeli mother
who capped the bomber.

Muhammad Ashimali, a 22-year old
Palestinian with an Israeli work permit,
had already set off one small remote-det-
onated explosive charge filled with nails,
which wounded several shoppers, but that

blast was only meant to draw security and
emergency services personnel to the
scene. Once Ashimali had alarger audi- [} 7

ence of targets, he was supposed to set off 0 N

amuch larger charge wrapped around his l M D bl d Th Y A !
chest. His plan slid down the toilet when m Qre 'sa Q aﬂ 0" re

one dazed |sraeli lady spotted him

leaning against awall, hastily fumbling A nd the subtitle to this one is, “Never bring a knife to agunfight evenif it'sa

By Seqouia Blankenship

with wires under hisjacket. Stepping really, really big knife.” When two middle-aged patients got into a beef over a
close to make sure she had a clean shot handicapped parking spot in front of a hospital in Spring Hill, Fla., bystanders

and a safe backdrop, she pulled a pistol were concerned, but wondered, how much damage can two disabled men do to
from her shopping bag and capped the each other?

bomber twice in the head, irrevocably Lee Damron gave ‘em an answer, whipping out a sword he carriesin his car and
canceling histicket. The story played advancing on Richard Cavalier, doing his best pirate-with-a-sword impression. Cava-
pretty straight in several European coun- lier, who had vaulted out of his car and into his wheelchair, wasn't all that impressed.
tries, but most of the American media He pulled his licensed 9mm pistol and tried to explain to Damron the old equation,
transformed her into “Israeli Forces.” you know; “pistol equals sword times nine.” The police arrived before any serious car-

Apparently the news-brassfelt it wasn'ta  nage was done, but The Fourth Musketeer needed “specia facilities’ in his new room
good ideafor folksto think they might be  that night. And, in an amazing display of rational judgment, prosecutors decided that

able to defend themselves. Maybe she it's not a crime for awheelchair-bound guy to pull alicensed pistol on an angry
shoulda called 911? We don't think so. assailant with asword. Don't try thisin California, kids.
9 onnecticut has some pretty Gilbert and his screener were battin’
w E n o N T loony gun laws, and asaresult,  the breeze when the subject of guns
police departments often get came up, and Gilbert assured his inter-

9 applicants with zero firearms viewer that sure, he had his own pistol,
THINK HE s experience. Gilbert MacConnell wasn't ~ and it wasright out in his car. Did he
one of them. He'd already passed his have a permit for it? Well, no, he

G E T T l N G written and oral exams and the phys- replied, and the gun wasn't registered,
ical agility test, and was down to the but soon he’d be a cop, and that

final screening interview before real- wouldn’t be a problem, would it?

Il'l HE ’o B izing his dream of becoming a cop A PD spokesman told reporters that
with the West Hartford PD. But we before he was booked, Gilbert actually
guess passing those exams didn’t mean asked, “Does thismean I’'m
he's particularly bright. not getting the job?”’ ‘
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ADVERTIZSEMENT

The Shockmg Story of How the Feds
Are Trying to Prevent You From
Getting This Elite Combat Training!

When we brought together former Navy SEALs and DELTA Force soldiers to teach their spec-op level armed
and unarmed skills to a small group of ordinary civilians for 4 intense days, word quickly got back to
nse bureaucracy!

Washington — and the whole thing sent shockwaves throughout the entire

Top-level government “higher-ups” started asking serious questions and
even conducted “private” Investigations. 3 different privately owned tralning
locations suddenly “clammed up® and sald we couldn’t rent thelr facllities

for our Camp!

It was clear that the “Powers That Be" didn’t want us “sharing™ such highly-

valued military-level skills with ordinary civillans. But we did It anyway!

There will never be another DELTA/SEAL Tralning Camp at any price! The

“Powers That Be" simply made It impossiblel

However, they didn’t stop us from yideotaping the entire Camp. Now those
tapes are available to Soldier of Forfune readers for a very limited time. TAKE
NOTE! Once the “Powers That Be" hear about this, It could be gnding soon...

Please don't set this article aside. Seriousty.
Tomarrow may be 100 ke o respond!

[f your are finally ready 10 become 100% cer
taln you've done aif you can fo protect your
home and Brmily from ey asault fom ey ipe
of criminal scwm... and guif being a walldng tir
pet Bor the robbers, rapists and psychopatis promds
Ireg VOUF SIFCETS...

Then This Will Be

The Most Important Massage
You Ever Getl

Here b5 what 11's all about; This message s
g o oRdvelge soime very important (and very
derigerons) people... peophe who would very
much like 1osee me go away and never again
mention the words "DeliaSeal Training Camip”
ever agunl You see, my company, TRS, put
tpethver 3 series of elite combar courses that
weere: hossed by actual Novy SEAL and U5, Army
DELTA veteran traingrs (with reablife combat
experignce)... who, for 4 ncredibly intense days,
shared everyting they knew about close-guar-
ters weapons end unarmed comhar And they
shared it all with ciedfamy e you.... the ONLY
fime in the history of the VLS. milizary 1faf this
kind of high-bevel trzindng was revealed (o amy-
e not atready faslde the Special Forces!

These trafming camps iwill never be beld
apatn! They cost $5.750 fuer do atfenal . amd
everveng who came raped about what they
learned and came away with. The casips were
the meast comgplete fraiming in “elite level™ mili
fary hand-o-hand and fircam expertise ever of-
fered 10 amyone oulside the Spocial Forces. |
wis 3 dream come irpe for anvone who erer
wanied v learn (and muester) the inside secrets

of brutally-cfficlent hand-to-hand combat and
expert-bevel handgun traindng... the kind of
knowledge ihat will make even ibe craxtes
strpctfighter think three times before (rving o
bk vou .. and, if e does come after you, be
will soddenly (ard painfully) realize...

He's Made A Very
Serious Mistake!

Wie went way out 0n 2 limb s offer these camps...
and we made 2 kot of pooph: iery angry.

And now [i's over. Those amazing camps will
never, ever be beld again, (We were banished
frons § of the country’s major gun ranges a1 the
Last mirvute, under very mapsiorions Groumstances,
before finding the coursgeous California range
wi finally beld ihese camps at.) Now, even (hat
OpposTuRity & gone foreeer.,.

Slammed Shut By Outside Forces
We Simply Cannot Fight Anymore!

That mears vou can mever aftend 3 DELTA
SEAL tralning camp like this yousself - even if
you have the §3,750 each anendee padd just o
get in... plus the besdredy of dollrs in air
fare... plus hotel costs... vacation time off..
food... and equipment. By even conservative
mexsures, most attendees shelled out over
$5,000 to come. Yet, cven i that owirageouas
price, they considered it the bargain of @ N
time. Four days of intense, personal training
In pombat-iesied hasd-o-hand Nighting tcrics...
plus e complete mastery of “clive maitary level”
handgun shooting skills, Taught by the mos
respecied Erdreers on the plingt - aol com-
bat veterins from the ranks of the Navy SEALS
and the U.5. Army DELTA Special Forces!

Forwer LA & SEAL Tovnm Commmain fams
tagether fo offer cinilimas sl “wpecap™ lrel
ooy el ] comsher! Fresbaing .. e )

il mere e repemtend apeia!

Hust yewr can expériende the same iralndng -
through 2 hyperintense video packape of the
actinyd mircie-in-miande rafafag 3 (e camps -
ane, even better, (e price & a mee frection of
what everyong chic kad to pay! Not even a sl
nificant percentage of the cost.. fess, even, than
what the anendees used up in Fmm and 45
bullsts during 3 saght ey of these adneraling.
charped camips!

You read that right - these tapes are avallable
1o o for what amounds 10 ghare chesge (om.
pared o the outrageous costs the antendees had oo
shell put! No matter how vou look at this . i©'s the
grienesr Bargam you Il over const acms... jor what
will instimarly boeome

The Most Important Fighting

Skills Of Your Lifel

Just like the aitendecs, you are godng (o i
ness tbe Iighesi leved of training instruction,
direct from the best teachens in the world, In
fact, becawse of the sdvantages of beiter cam-
era angles, professional editing, upclose shots
of whispered advice, and vour ability v resrimd
and go awer any point unkil you “get it”... you
have an cven betler ofportunily tolearn than
many of the anendecs did! Just by sdving
these sophisticated, “coccutivedevel” training
seasions, vou will beam:

* Incredibdy-effective fighting techndgues you
can masfer overndghi... skills that ghve vou the
adeverrierifag ability w instantdy ke down even




a sieroid-enraped street prok fioe your size!

* Simiple defense strategies for “anming” your
family amad koved oncs with the skills, know-
how and awarcness 1o avoid 90% of e orme
that ruin otber people’s lives (carjacking, rape,
assault],.. andd w0 reverse ang antack &0 you come
out the pirser and never the victin!

* Expert “elite military level” handgun shoot-
ing skills that will instanily put yon among
the: neost respected “weapons savvy” peoplhe
on the planet!

And what's s preat about this eraining you'll
ser i, it's all *packaped™ o be bearned fast (oeer-
nigie, really)... even if you've never irained n
anything before! In fr..

* You don't nced any previoos training or skills at
all - et the atendees had no miliary cxypericnee,
o gunandling and no scfdeferse tining befose
coumirg b these: campe!

* You don't need to be in good shape (oe any
kine of shape at all) - this was sod 3 bootcamp
bascd on survival skills! In faci, many of the
antendees were “desk jockey” ovpes, inclod-
ing executives frons Fortune 500 corpora-
tions (aged 50 and over)... and others were
young students from every walk of fife and
ooCuparn imdginhle!

= In fact, all you really need to get the miost
firom these traindng tapes b the simple desire
1o chamge your life, quickly... v siop wailking
in fear, and instead, give voursell (and your
boved ones) the immediate, iodally-devastat-
g skills pevessary tocontrol every pofemiially-
wiolent sitwation you could ever encounier in
this increasinghy-dasgenous. word!

And the best part is, vou'll bearn it all very fast
« Because voul have the pery best fratoers i the
ol right there, teaching vou in the hotest
training availible anywheoe! This high level of
training is almwst imposstble o comprebend with-
ot witnessing i for yoursell, It's all given and
owerseen by Tom Canter and Frank Cugei

Without Doubt, The Most Respected
“One-Two” Team In The Country For
This “Real Combat™ Training!

Tom Carser spemt 17 years in active serice,
first i the Green Berets, and then as an “Alpha
One” eam beader with elise DELTA Special
Fowces. (Fe was oo of just 5 men to comphene
the neguired schection course < 25 others couldn 't
back §if) He amd his men were i somne of the
heaviest firefights (against Rusian-raned Cu-
ban siorm wroopers) of the Grenads invasion -
Jfive of the six Blackhawk choppers carrying them
were 1o shot-ap wo iy again! In Haiti, protecting
President Anstide... in Peru, Tom was b
Jickeed 1o help their Moy go afier the nolonous
Shining Path terronists (the Moodies! buichers
of this centary)... private ops in Saudl Arabia,
Jordan, Equsdor and Sowth Africa... he fas been
WTINER W iA mEguanes o0 3 conunents (inchid
ing Newsweek)... his comporate dients include
Sobomon Bros, World Trade Center headguar-

A e U N1 it e F 0 e 9

pers i Mew York, plus varioas U3, Senators and
ambassalirs (VCISCES (15 SCOUALY SUPCIIsOr).
Serious stuff

This illustrates the astonishingly high bevel of
instruction you get with these tapes.

Frank Cocc has an cqually interesting his-
tory. For 12 years he was one of the top Navy
SEALS . 3 member of the “clite-oftheline” SEAL
Team Six [which has had about 3 decen hools
ared miowies dedicated 1o them), where he saw
motal coenbat. These are the “first in, last our”
soldicrs im any action... and ey got very “use
sl freedom in bow they do their jobs in the
fieh] because of their spectacular success in
“black bag™ operations. Frank was ibe creator
and Chief Instructor of the Naval Special War-
fare Unarmed Combat Course... and the ook
nigues be browght 10 the SEALS...

Have Been Used In Every Recent
U.S. War And Engagement!
Frank is 2 mice guy... but when it comes o
hand-tofznd combag, be's absolwely the st
mtan you'd wank i come across He beaches in-
credibly-efective (and brutally ricious) fighting
secrets that come from his iraining in Jeet Kume

Do (where be studied with the famous Dan

Ingsanto, Brace Lee's irasning panner) and the

respected Thai boxing master Swrachai Sirisute,

Frank is 2 professiosal whis mores how i impart
Just warciing these videos will lierally trans-

form your... because once you've witnessed the

that can be vours (and so easily), you will be a

allfferemd mars. The kind of man who can hasha

room just by walking in... with 2 sense of calm
confidence and centered power that shines ke

a searchbght in vour eves,

Here's a “asie” of what you'll lesm:

* [ncredible “milazer ericks” thay can take vou
from ahsodute rockie 10 3 master af the band-
gun in fust @ ferr short boers!

* Insider fighting secrets that onfy the most
alite soddiers who have Boed real comhat could
ever share with vou!

* How 10 handle 3 weapon beffer under over
whelming stress than most peogile can in the
calm serenity of an empey firing range!

* The B huge mdstakes almast 3ll men nuke
with firearms... and how o hande yoir weapon
like: an expent overndghs! (Bven  you've never
pickend up 2 gon befooe in your ikl

* Whene i strike your opponent 1o end any Bght
instantly, o matter how big e &, or how
parpeiscd vou are by the amack!

* Thee 12 “tactical” survival nales you must know
o win & armed encouncer with any aracker -
irchiding the horrendons “Tolhwood ™ mistakes
racsd peotde mabe that pet them seriously bant or
killed? (Somee of the most “nomeal tendencies™
vy have are 1INF% wrong!)

* The one “hasic™ mistake cven some cops

and soldiers make (desphic their expensive
training) (hal erases e fraining adean
taage in a streetfight! (You'll mever fall victim
b it yourselil)

* Why a simple change in your “mindset” will
mean the difference between being a victien..,
and] being s

* How to handle pepper spray! (& great wol
that even the most deadly sobdiers now con-
sider ant forpartant part of their celf-defense
package - but you must know bow 1o handle
it correcth?)

+ Single iakedown moves that require no
stremgth whatsoever! (Perfecs 10 teach your
Iids and wille_ or to use when vow're hart or
amacked by higger asen!)

* How to immediately win a fight if you find
yoursell on the groand, oa your beck, with a
higper oppowent on o of youl

* Why nmirained shoolers often pick the wrong
targets 100% of the time!

* How to cancel out the T mosi common
ways criminals surprize Gmilies imside their
ain homes!

* Thie 2 “warrior4csted” combat seorets of win-
iting a fight every tmel

= How o wnbeash the “znimal secref™ within you
that can farm anosend any sination where you
are: horribly ousnusbened and surprised? (4 40,
soeleriree uses this seeret o drive off whole wolf
packs Eom gheir oear killly

* The fastest way for cven a gentle, never-in-
trouble man io instantly bring up the neces-
Sary aggressive response o aftack! (This s
cret is often alf you meed o force back an 25
saule, since most crinvinals ane nod prepared
for Expen, agpressive COUnlET measures!)

* How to control the “shakes™ and super-
haost adrenaling dump that sccurs during
tense, violent sitmations! (You'll he cool,
smratl ard effectioe no maner how con-
Pusing things get... just the opposite of how
most men rean)

= How to “finish” 2 complicased situation with
chever (yet simple) pain-compliance tactics that
will guarantes you have complete control over
your opponcni!

* Plus, how to fight (and win) barebanded
apainst clubs and knives... how to choose
the right gun for vou.., how 1o weach vour
wile and kids the basics of self-defense (s
they will never be surprised by an atiacker) ..
aml mre,

S much more, it would ake me a dozen
TG Pges fast 1o outling it all!

What you gel im this package & T complete
video tapes - over 9 solid bonrs of infense
Ireriming and fmgight info real combal kills
yor e lecrm quickly! These tapes were pains-
takingly edited down from over 245 hours of
raw footage... so what you get is ONLY the
*down and dirty” imporiant siuff. All the meas,



all the scerets, and 2ll the “hot” info is there
for vou in a super-condensed, casyao-warch
{and razster} format.

And vou get everpiling the atendecs received,
100 - motling bes been beld back. In addition to
the 7 video tapes, you abso get the same Manual
of Self-Defense Tactics the sttendees got. This
beavy manual is packed with informuation and
detals oa home secanity, gun safety, seorets of
efectiee shooting, tips on kandling anackers, e
erything Corporations have paid over $800 a
piece for this manual (the exact one vou will
receive).., el 1 & ol aevdlable amroere oo
ine te world for any price!

And the best pan s it is all o,

For A Ridiculous Fraction
Of What Everyone Else Had To Pay!

S0 here’s what you need to do now: Call
my office right away at 1-800-890-8153 (Ask
for Dept. DS-35). Tell whoever answers you
wiant (o get vour copy of the “Bool Camp Video
Package™ sent 1o you immedisely. You cin
wse vour credit cand, The cost for this amazing
package is jusgt $177, plus §12 shipping and
hardbing (ir's 2 buge package!). Once we get
your arder, your package will be rashed out
1o w0 by retwen mall - all 7 videos, plus the
Tactics nuanual, everyibing.

That outrageoushy-bow price is poing ta send
shocl rarves theoiagh the country when word of
it fimally heaks out! (1ts Jess then 6% of the wial
cirts neaty 2l ihe anendees had o pay 1o oome
10 thi Camgs - vou aem’t even paying what the
anendes shot up in shclls fn a gingle day of frain-
frig! Thetr bolel nills alome were infgber the thar!

Your satisfaction s 100% Guarznteed. [E afier
cxamining these videos for a full 6 months, you
arcn't happy... simply return them... asd 1 will
refund evory penny of your purchase price, No
qacstions asked. This is the most penenous guar-
anteeever offored Bor thes kind of elive leved erain-
irg. You risk absolechy nothing.

My friced, if you are even remotely inter
csped in beasnimg the hoeest seorets of hand4o-
hand combat and hardgan shosting - a tught
b andd fioor 1ho Special Foces - then this deal is
the absolute bargain of your life, Corporations
like the big oil companies and financial gians
in New Vork pay thousaneds of dollars in fees to
Toen and Frank for their advice... but even for
all that money, those executives and big-wips
dow Teven begin fo see the defatled secrely and
frgivle stuff wour il get with these vidpos!

You need o call RIGHT NOW! As soon as
woind leaks ous that we are selling these tapes...

ADVERTISEMENT

were many) Hved what they saw.. cven though
ctery mews meodia person who came by raved
ahout the quality of the training (and discoversd
thiere wis nothing even remotely *strange” about
the corporate execs and business owners and
spudents and bluccallar people who i
tended)... even though (he gopermimenl dgei-
cies who investigated found monbing illegal o
even “guasi-legal” going on.... cven though there
were no rednecks, noskinbeads, no neo-Naxi's,
b i with wibd-eyes to b seen anywhere..

despite all this..,

We 5till Were
Stopped Cold!

I would feee o tell you there is another
camp coming up soon you coubd atend per:
sonally... bat there isn't. They are never going
b Be beld agafn. Not fer $3.750... nat for a
million dollars,

I wonld also like s tell you o relax abouws
gettivg these tapes. but that would be wrong,
ros. | absolutely cannot guaraniee 3 set of fapes
will b heree for you tomorros! Too much has
happened ihzi has muined my faith in tbe *fo
ure”. 1F wou weent these Lapes...

You Must Act
Right Now... Today!

I"'m serdons. The money, really, is inrefeam,
(The manual vou get afore s wonh iwice the
purchase price of the entire video package.)
Whar you pay for tkese tapes docsn't even
amount b much mone thas 2 few lessons at the
logal karate club... or 2 new handgun.., of 2
couple of hot nights out on the town. Yet, what
vou get is worth so much more. The confi-
derace, The sbilly 1o repel atacks, and win oo
fromanions i seconds. The sudden lack of foar
vt will ficed just golneg owt on the streets.... and

the fncredible feedings of safety vou can offer  himsdf and his fosdhy™ Briant Tenmant -
——————————————————— £ ,
r Priority Order Form! 70/~ 722 55¢

your famdly amd loved oncs.

But you must order right now - while the
Opportumity 80 gel (hese amasing wpes sl e
ists. And while you arc still “hot™ with the knowd-
edge that - truly - your ife is about io change in
fantastic ways.,, 45 soon a5 3 few shon days
from nowt

The number, again, is 1-800-899-8153.
Mﬂﬂ

1LY K
P5. One more thing - s important, | thowght
vor might like 10 s what the people who ai-
temded these camps had o say about the experi-
ence. Blere's some of their comments:

“The best money | ever spent. The training and
skills | bzarnied are ivaluablie”” John Helisley -

*Mow | have a greater sense of sell-confidence.”
Rick Chase -

*ht was an incredible oxpericnoe 1o pick the
braing of some of the best guys in the word”
Mark Johnson -

My investment was paid buck a thousand
fokd " Chadd Mars -

*Thene was an incredible amoiant of knoud.
edgge and skill imparsed 1o us in 2 shar penod of
tirme,” Patrick (0. Harper -

1 e b 3 tremendious ability and self<on-
fcdence in the use of a fircarm.” Richard Sands -

*1 was skeptical at fist. Every expectation | had
was by far exceedhd, Thanks™ Brady Patrick -

“Just the confidence of knowing that you're
trained by the very best, most knowledgeable
solfiors in ihe workd akes this camp manda-
wory for anyome who's scrious aboul prodecting

Call 1-800-899-8153 (usxrorbept ps-3s)

I For fastest service use your credit card and Call Toll-FREE!
I J YES! dearly see that this is a unique epportumity 1o learn (and measfer) incred- I

ihlw inzcnse skills for seld-

tion {amd the peotcciion of my loved ones)... tught 1o me by

I hard-nesed comba veterans from ibe ranks of the Navy SEALS and U.S. Army Delta Special

Forces! | realiee that my chance o have and oir tbe cpes of these Bmous iraining camps is
| traly a omce-in-a-liferime bargain... 1 ko realize this rare oppomunity may be taken away ot |
| anmy tinee! Therelore, please rush my packsge to me by return mail — all 9plus hours of |
| videotape, plus the Training Manual (all of it unavailable anywhere clse, at any price)! Here's |

| hew | wish to pay:

| L | prafer 1o pay with my creditcard: [ Enclosed is my Check Money Order for $189

The Same “Powers That Be” Who |

Shut Down The Tralning Camps
Will Attempt To Halt These Videos!
The: DELTASEAL Training Canips are now bis-

tory. | don't want 1o go ineo the details, bt the |

erel was 1 messy affair. Fven though esery single

fodice offfcer who visaied the camps famd thore i

| fle_mcmrgamr - ($177+812 SEH, Made payable to OTS)
IVisa MasterCand UDiscover (AmMEx

| Cargs Mame:

| Expires BAddrecs; _

! Signature City ST Zip

THRE Direct « G600 Dast Acequia, Department B8-35 - Visalia, Ci 93292

B ke el agieral dided Ui Fait P anisiis fr ediBo g # 31 b Uan? eee e B b SRamgiy ingeng Tosge

S Eae s e T MECTTTLTIT b maw dpreaion
e ——— — —————— ——— ]



Dave Anderson

Michaels of Oregon holsters:
Top to bottom, Old World
inside-pant holster, Kydex
paddle holster.

ROTATING OPTIONS

obus holsters are precisely molded in two halves for
specific models. These are then riveted together to pro-
vide a secure fit, and can be purchased with a belt loop
or paddie option. A further option isthe “Roto-Hol-
ster” system. With this widget, the holster can be rotated
and then locked in position anywhere over afull 360
degrees to accommodate awide range of carry positions.

Believeit or not, with the appropriate harness, the
Roto-Holster body can be used as a shoulder or thigh rig.
There's also a universal mounting system that allows the
holster to be bolted in any of hundreds of possible posi-
tions. Need to stow ‘yer piece under a store counter or in a
vehicle? Here's your answer.

My S&W L-frame revolver fits the sample holster per-
fectly with that satisfying click, and | selected that model to
seeif the holster pulled the gun in snugly against the body.

The paddieislarge

Fobus paddle holster enough to support the

with S&W L-frame heavy gun comfort-

-357. ably, with enough
flex toitsoit

adaptsto the
body. The hol-
ster is amaz-
ingly light-
weight, and, at
around 3 ounces, is
about the same weight
asthe six cartridgesin
the cylinder.
Models are available to
fit most popular handguns and
many accessories, like flash-
lights, cuffs and magazines.

SOLID ADVICE TO
KEEP YOUR COM-
PETITIVE EDGE
HONED

OKAY, PARDNER, SLAP SOME PLASTIC

ynthetic holsters are extremely practical. They’re slim, light,
very strong and rigid and practically impervious to wear and
to the elements. But they’re, ‘er, synthetic. I1t's what’s good

about them, and to many shooters, what's just alittle bit bad

about them. But still, beauty can often be seen in function. And
that is where synthetic holsters really come into their own.

Another cool thing isthe sound they make. Slide a handgun
into a properly made and adjusted synthetic holster and there'sa

business-like" click” asthe gun seats. It's one of those sounds that
inspires confidence, like the sound of the slide racking on a1911.

Injecting Your Kydex

ncle Mike's newest is made of injection-molded Kydex.
U The holsters are held snugly against your body with either

abelt loop or paddle. They’'re dim, light and well-
designed and the front edge is cut down so during the draw, the
muzzle clears leather, ‘er plastic, more quickly. Two screws
allow holster tension to be adjusted to suit the user.

Extra holes on the paddle version allow the angle to be
changed for a straight, muzzle-rear, or muzzle-forward draw.
The paddle is secure, but with enough flex to be comfortable.

A new festure available is a Kydex thumb break. The pre-
cisely-molded holster holds the gun securely, but some people
are required by regulation to have a strap. Others, like outdoorsy-
types who spend time on boats or in wilderness areas, may just
want an extramargin of security. The thumb break attaches with
screws and can be removed and replaced as needed.

Models are available to fit most popular handguns and
accessories and there is a thigh-carry option.

Long Live Leather
or inside-waistband carry, leather is still hard to beat. It's
F more comfortable against the body than a hard synthetic,
and with arough-out exterior, the holster surface clingsto
the clothes to help hold the holster securely.

Uncle Mike's line of Old World holsters are made in Italy.
The inside-waistband model has a soft, suede-like outer finish
that helps keep the holster in position. The spring steel belt clip
can be moved to the off-side for left-handers. It's very comfort-
able and concealable.

The Leather Arsenal makes a fine inside-waistband holster. It
has a smooth interior and rough exterior for a smooth draw,
while a steel band around the top makes re-holstering easier.
Two loops snap securely around the belt (loops for both 174" and
1%" belts are provided). Quality of materials and ﬂ

workmanship is excellent.

For more information: Fobus USA, 1300 Industrial Hwy., Suite
B-3, Southampton, PA 18966; (215)355-2621; www.fobushol-
ster.com. Michaels of Oregon, 1710 Red Soils Court, Box 1690,
Oregon City, OR 97045; (503)655-7964; www.unclemikes.com.
Leather Arsenal, 27549 Middletown Rd., Middletown, ID 83644-
5029; (208)585-6212.
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Lashie
Come Home

must simply accept things for what they
are, no matter how seemingly foolish or
absurd. The voice-activated TV remote control is

T here are moments in this life when we

one. The LASH holster is another.

The Locking Action Safety Holster (LASH) is
aremarkable new — what’s the word I’ m looking

for? — thing. The device holds a pistol in Condition \® & ",’." ‘

Three, yet allows the user to draw, rack the slide,

chamber around and come up with aloaded pistol, al in less

than a second.

Made by the Phalanx Corporation of Boca Raton, Fla., the LASH consists of arec-
tangular housing in which there is a chamber plug. You insert your empty pistol into
the LASH and push down against the gun’s recoil spring tension. LASH’s chamber-
plug dipsinto the chamber and the pistol is rocked into place, fully “holstered.”

Inthe LASH, your pistol’s slide remains partially retracted. Being in Condition
Three, your pistol thus has an empty chamber with aloaded magazine in place.

To draw, you assume afiring grip and push down — that would be the direction of
your toes— which allows the LASH to push your slide back. Pull up to release your
pistol from the LASH and, as the gun snicks free, the slide springs forward, picking up
around from the magazine. It's slower to write than to perform.

The idea here is to accommodate those who are required to carry in Condition
Three, yet offer afast draw to afully loaded, ready-to-go pistol. Death row wardens
and U.S. Embassy guards in Lebanon, take note.

THE
LEVEL IX
HOLSTER

lame Safariland for
all thislevel-stuff.
Trying to easily
describe the degree
of retention capability of
different holsters, Safari-
land’'s marketing depart-
ment came up with the
notion of rating holsters — theirs of
course — on ascale of oneto three.

Using Roman numerals because they’re
somehow more imposing — think Super
Bowl LXVIII — the Safariland system
culminatesin the Level 111 triple-secret-
retention SSI1I model that features not one,
not two, but three separate locking devices,
or methods, or ideas, or somethings.

Now enter (drum-roll please) the
Level 1X holster, the LASH from Pha-
lanx Corporation. Entirely self-dubbed,
the Level IX LASH holster seems to defy
the usua logic. The company claims the

38

LASH features “nine levels of retention,”
yet | can find exactly one retention mech-
anism, a plug that prevents the gun from
being drawn.

However, | did notice that each LASH
is shipped with the following items: one
training video, one safety booklet, two
orange plastic dummy rounds, one safety
plug, one combination barrel blocking
rod, one combination lock, one keyed
lock and one hex wrench.

Adding it up, | came to — cuethe
Twilight Zone music — exactly nine
items. You don't suppose?

FROM CLASSICS
TO CUTTING-EDGE
IN CARRY METHODS

EMPTY GUNS,
EMPTY MINDS

et us wax philosophical for a

moment on this whole question of

empty guns. Isit safer to carry agun
in Condition Three than Condition One?

Yes and no. If you're a hydrocephalic
moron apt to bobble, fumble or sail a
loaded gun across the floor, yes, Condi-
tion Threeis safer. Assuming you have a
modicum of intelligence and can be
counted on to stay reasonably calm in the
face of danger, no.

The conditions of carry, for those who
camein late, are numbered one through
three. If you don’'t know them, find out
what they are. Condition Threeisan
empty chamber, aloaded magazinein
place. Hence the LASH.

But what it all pointsto is personal
responsibility. Jeff Cooper put it another
way: “ Safety lies between the ears, not
the hands.”

Which isto say, there is no substitute
for training. It takes approximately 7,000
repetitions to develop muscle memory.
Remember too that any physical task
requiring fine motor control goes out the
window as your heart rate approaches
140 beats per minute. An adrenalin dump
associated with alife-threatening experi-
ence will — count on it — push your
heart to over 160 beats per minute.

You had damn well motor-pro-
grammed whatever surviva skill you wish
to retain at 160 beats per minute,
including parrying aknife thrust, J-turning
acar, or drawing a pistol.

Condition Threeis an administrator’s
carry mode. Not even the greenest rookie
cops are subjected to such indignation.
No, that honor is reserved for our
unarmed forces. Ah ha, perhaps the
LASH isacontender to replace the
Bianchi M 12 military holster?

An asterisk to all thisis what has
been called Condition Zero, an empty
chamber with no magazine in place.
Take thislittle test, if you dare. Walk up
to any of the National Guardsmen on
duty anywhere and offer areward of
$100 for every round of 5.56mm NATO
that they can produce out of the maga-
zinein their M16s. You'll win. ﬂ

Don't you feel safe?

If you still want to, you can contact the
Phalanx Corp. at 4521 North Dixie
Highway, Boca Raton, FL 33431; (954)
360-0000; www.phalanxarms.com
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THE
SIXGUNNER

Al Goerg’s shoulder helsters:
- for the handgun:hunter

* ‘carry-a 10" Ruger Flat-Top *
44 Magnum anda 6%"
S&W .44 Magnum stocked
by_Roy Fishpaw.

Goob, GONE
RUNLEATHE

"m not a collector but after nearly 50 years of shootin’ six-
guns, | have certainly accumulated a lot of stuff. | don’t
want to simply “collect” because to me that denotes that |
have to find one of every version and type of whatever is
being collected. But accumulation, now that’s different. It
allows one to relax and simply, well, accumulate.

Two of my “accumulations” include out of production
plastic stag grips — such as found on many a sixgun in
many a hero’s holster in many a B-western — and also
older holsters no longer available. The former can be found
at gun shows for practically nothing, and while | threw
these away in the 1950’s, | find myself using them and also
simply gathering them in the new millennium. I’m not sure
just why, but it feels right.
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Tom Threepersons
holsters: The left-

handed scabbard is by S.D. Myers.
Shown for comparison is a current |
version from El Paso Saddlery.
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A 6%" S&W .44 Magnum rides in a 1950's flower
carved George Lawrence #34 while a TLA #5 resides

in one of the last, perhaps the last flower carved
#120 holsters to leave the George Lawrence plant.

Holsters are also worth searching out at
gun shows. I’'m not interested in high
dollar fancy rigs, but everyday working
rigs from the great holster craftsmen of the
middle of the 20th century and even earlier.
Even a gun show with very few offerings
of firearms in my price range becomes
interesting as | search out grips and gun
leather. Here's an idea of what | look for.

Berns-Martin

In the early 1930's, Berns designed it
and Martin crafted it and the result was one
of the best sixgun rigs for peace officers
ever devised. Berns preferred a 7%" Colt
Single Action but wanted a rig that would
allow him to carry it high and till dlow a
fast draw, no matter whether standing or
sitting. His idea was a breakfront spring
clip holster that allowed the sixgun to
come out the front rather than the top.

The strong spring holds the sixgun
securely but still does not impede a fast
draw. One simply pushes slightly down
and out and the sixgun virtually springs
into the hand. The Berns-Martin was a
particular favorite of Col. Askins and used
to carry a4" S&W .357 Magnum while he
served on the border patrol. Berns-Martin
Speed Holsters were produced in Wash-
ington as well as Mississippi and Georgia
over the years. The company was eventu-
ally purchased by Bianchi to get the
patent which was then used to produce the
Bianchi Break Front line of duty rigs.

Chic Gaylord

Gaylord was a leather genius pure and
simple. From his shop in New York City
he provided the first true concealment
rigs for men all over the world who
needed to be armed and do so without

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

being detected. | remember, as a kid,
seeing Chic on the old “You Asked For
It” show wearing a baker’'s dozen hol-
sters, all concealed. Now Gaylord was
not a little man by any means but to be
able to do this shows the grand design of
his leather. He was truly the father of
concealment |eather.

Gaylord pioneered such concealment
rigs as the “8-Ball.” This was a side
pocket holster for wearing a small
handgun in the front pants pocket. The
“Blue Streak” was a hinged shoulder hol-
ster that allowed one to fire at anyone
who grabbed from behind without even
removing the gun from the holster. And,
of course, his near legendary Ankle Hol-
ster. Gaylord was known for making the
most with the least amount of leather
(today, Thad Rybka carries on in that

Basket Weave Berns-Martin break-

front holsters for a 35" S&W .357
Magnum and a 6" S&W .45 Colt.
Grips by Roy Fishpaw
and BluMagnum.

same tradition). Everyone supplying
quality concealment leather today owes a
debt of gratitude to Chic Gaylord for
|eading the way.

Al Goerg

Goerg was “the” pioneering handgun
hunter. He did not carry a sixgun as a
matter of convenience but actually went
after big game routinely with only a
sixgun — long before it became popular.
His exploits were often written up in
GUNS magazine in the 1950's.

Goerg needed a lightweight comfort-
able rig to carry a big sixgun and found
nothing available to his liking or satisfac-

Continued on page 132
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Massad Ayoob

The AYOOB FILES

POPPING BUBBLEGUM:
A Case Study of the Retreat Requirement

Situation: The rapist who threatened to Kkill you is reaching and
your only defense is an illegal gun. You shoot and are
convicted of Manslaughter.

Lesson:  “The wheels of God grind slowly, but they grind exceeding
small,” is sometimes applicable to the wheels of the
criminal justice machine.

The most righteous shootings involve good guys vs. bad guys, with stark delineation of the
just prevailing over the evil. Sometimes, though, telling lessons can be found in the kind of
incidents one expert calls “scumbag vs. scumbag.” It’s not about whether the survivor is
someone you’d invite home for dinner. It’s about whether he did the right thing under the
circumstances; what are the implications of his actions; and how those actions would be
judged by good girls and boys.

Such are the lessons of Ronald Davis vs. Wayne Strack, Superintendent of Fishkill Correc-
tional Facility, and Dennis C. Vacco, New York State Attorney General. And thus the appeal to
set aside the conviction of the appellant in the case of People of New York vs. Ronald Davis.

In the United States, deadly force is a mature body of law. Between the states, laws are
remarkably homogenous, as they are for the most part between nations. But a few differ-
ences exist between jurisdictions, and one of these is the matter of the retreat requirement.

Some laws state if an innocent victim is attacked in any public place where he or she has
a right to be, it is lawful for that victim to hold his or her ground and defend their self with
necessary force, including lethal force if warranted.

Other states so emphasize the principle that deadly force must be a last resort — the
exception being an attack in the victim’s home where Common Law principle of “the castle
doctrine” applies — that the victim is required to at least attempt a retreat before applying
lethal force. However, all such jurisdictions make it clear that retreat is only demanded when
accomplished in complete safety to oneself and others.

New York is such a state, and therein lay the crucial issue as the Second Circuit of the
United States Court of Appeals analyzed the Davis case, argued on April 20, 2001. The court
reached their decision October 29 of the same year.

Use of force expert Ed Mandelbaum has said of the Davis vs. Strack decision, “I respect-
fully suggest that everyone involved in use of deadly force training should read this opinion.”

Prelude To A Rape

June 20, 1992, Harlem. Ronald Davis, 23, is a small-time felon. He’s run numbers since
his mid-teens. As a career criminal, albeit one of victimless crimes, Davis feels the police
and prosecutors are not his friends. Thus, when he himself is victimized, he does not report
it to the authorities.

For seven years, Eddie Ray Leonard preyed upon Ronald Davis. Leonard, also known
as “Bubblegum,” 43 years old and standing 6" tall, also weighs 435 pounds. When his
size, strength and sheer viciousness are not enough to intimidate his victims, Bubblegum

Continued on page 98
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Your Chance To Win
And Own The Best...

The przes featured here were judged best of the best for
2001 by the Shooting Industry Academy of Excellence. The
manufacturers are cedebrating by giving you a chance to win
their award-winning products.

Just imaging how great it would feel to win any one of
them| Someone will, it might as well be you

Claim Your Prize Today!

You may be holding the winning entry number right mow,
but you must returm the Dfficial Sweepstakes Entry Certificte
o activate it [see certificate in this issue for details)

While yvouw're at it, make sure you get every issue of
Amernican Hamdgunner and GUNS Wagezine by taking
advantage of an Extra Value subscription deal.

three guns — Handgun, Rifla and

Shotgun of

e
B 5

the Year!

i T,
P

‘One lucky entrantwill win the
Accessory, Ammunition, Knife,

Optic, High-Tech

and Specialty

Product of the Yearl

1E YEAR

LM

Leupold — LPS 3 5-14x50mm Side Focus -'Ef__F
! Uriflescope. * /eupoid, com L

Leupold Fas wan the Optic of the
Tear Award the fast thres years o
& rovw and six fimas i al,

T T W

THE T

! Ruger—SuparRedhawk double aclion
revolver in 480 Ruger * miger-fircaams. com ;-5

——
=
A
I
EM

- . _— = o ':l:.[

| Marlin — Modal 1895 Cowbay

| 4570 withioctagon

barrel = marin,com

LS Repeating Arms Co. Winchester

Model 9410 lewer-action

T kparm mane about Mo Shoohmy

indestnye Academy af Excallence wat <

shoobmgveLs g oo

- [
e W -

SRS - E
L
A0 = wnehestoepons to |
=

A purchase i nof reguired B eier asd will
ve your chences of wianing. H Entry




\ELYey = GREAT READING + FREE GIFTS « BIG SAVINGS!

Want More Guns And Gear?
Find Everythmg Here!

i e

% Benchmade — N cHenry & Williams 710
Mel Fardee 720, Stryker 310 & Model 590

s

Bushnell - Yardage The ﬂ'm Sports

ProsScout eompact Every time you pick up an issue of Amearican Handgurimer and
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ost American Handgunner o b
M readers have given thought to the !

type and model handgun they’ ve -
chosen for self-protection. Handguns and
ammo have been carefully considered, as well
as an appropriate holster. Hopefully each of us .
has taken the time to practice shooting, becoming -
familiar and proficient with our handgunsin the
process. Some readers my even be fortunate enough to have attended one of the top
shooting schools, or attended a class by a skilled shooting instructor.

All these things go along way to insure your success if ever faced with alife-threat-
ening encounter. Police officers are trained to use their sidearms with skill, and most
will tell you that when they |eft the academy they were in top form with their handguns.
Most importantly, they will be required to measure up on the range with regularly
scheduled qualifications. Depending on where you live, range time can be difficult for
many. While these issues are of great importance, the most critical factor is the issue of
awareness, “having a plan” when the manure hits the fan.

Most savvy self-defense speciaists agree that awise person will visualize what his or her
actions should beif faced with alife-threstening scenario. Take the time to consider when
and where you will most likely be faced with athreat. Once you have decided on these facts,
think through the options and the best plan of action you can take to insure your safety.

Fumbling In The Dark

f you keep a handgun in your home for self-protection, consider how you
| may most likely be attacked. Will your problems come after dark? Is your S8 *

home secure and easy to defend? Are you best served to call 911 and wait foF I*'
the police, or do you plan your own defense?

Whatever your choice, always plan and train for the “worst-case scenario.” Plan,
rehearse and frain for the worst that can happen. What if the phone lines are cut or put
out of action? Is your cell phone charged and handy? Do you keep your weapon available and
quick fo put info action? s there a good flashlight stored where you keep your self-protection firearm? If not,
plan fo make these things happen.

Can you get to your secure firearm and put it info action (loaded and ready to fire) in less than 5 sec-
onds? If it takes you more than 10 seconds, you may be facing a serious problem.

WHAT IFS? JEEREIE

TIPS AND TRAINING
ON TACTICS, GUNS
AND EQUIPMENT

THE

“IF ONLY
m HAWI}WB

ave you practiced searching and

clearing your home or place of

business? If not, | guarantee

you'll screw-up when the flag
goes up. All professionals rehearse their
fighting plans. SWAT teams rehearse
over and over again to get their execution
right. Criminals and terrorists plan alike,
rehearsing and then observing their tar-
gets before attacking.

If you've never played “What If”
games concerning your best plan of action
if threatened or attacked, you are behind
the eight ball. The next time you pull into
the parking garage and prepare to leave
your car, ask yourself what you would do
if someonetried to attack or rob you as
you returned. Look for positions of cover
or escape, best fields of fire, and — most
importantly — positions that alow you to
view all angles of approach or attack.

Believe me, if you haven't given this
even the dightest degree of thought, you
sure as hell won't be able to do it when you
find yourself in afight for your life. Forget
what the action heroes do in the movies;
when the action starts most mortalsfind it
very difficult to use even the smallest part
of their conscious mind to make decisions,
discriminate targets and watch their flanks.

Note that one of the most dangerous
conditions existing in agunfight is the
trend to fixate on the target. You see the
threat as your only issue and quickly
tunnel vision setsin. You may be behind
cover, feeling safe, keeping well aware
of your threat, and this target fixation
will be so intense you will not see any-
thing else going on around you. You
must keep checking your flanks and rear.
Far too many good men have failed
because they did not see the bad guy
coming from another direction.

If you think you can come up with a
good plan when the bullets are buzzing
around your head, you're on Crack. Plan,
rehearse and train for the disaster sce-
nario. Many people survive attacks
because their attackers were lesstrained
and skilled than they were. Don’'t count on
thisto be the case because Lady L uck will
desert you in aflash. Plan ahead, rehearse
if possible, and train with your sidearm.

But ahandgun isjust one part
of the equation. Stay Safe. ‘
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They Said It Couldn't
Be Done, So He Did It!

n the early 1960s, big game hunting with a handgun was

starting to take hold (mainly thanks to the writings of such

as Elmer Keith and Al Goerg). Pistoleros were also looking

to seriously start handgunning varmints. For Keith, a
handgun had always been a weapon of convenience when it
came to hunting, since he always had one strapped on.

Goerg, however, championed the handgun as the primary
firearm for hunting, even such game as bear, Dall sheep and
moose. The same situation existed when it came to varmints and
small game. For decades, outdoorsman had been very fond of
packing a .22 sixgun or semiauto as a weapon of convenience.
Now, for the first time, handgun manufacturers began offering
hot, small-bore centerfire cartridges for small game and
varmints. Most of these hot little cartridges were short-lived, but
caused a stir, nonethel ess.

Smith & Wesson introduced the .22 Jet in 1961. With its milk
bottle shape, it never did work correctly in
the Model 53 revolver. Unless it was loaded

THE SIXGUNNER
HIMSELF: GUNS,
GEAR AND MORE

very mildly, the case jammed up against the recoil shield when it
was fired and the cylinder would not rotate. This condition has
aways plagued anyone trying to use anything other than straight-
walled cartridgesin arevolver cylinder. At about the same time,
Winchester introduced the .256 Winchester Magnum, which,
along with the Jet, was also based on the .357 Magnum case. Colt
chambered at least two revolvers, aSingle Action Army and a

Trooper in .256, but they never saw production. There was the
same problem with setback asin the .22 Jet.

Standard .218
Bee, case fire- uger went a different route and fitted
fl;:;;,e‘i o the R their Blackhawk with asingle shot
" d . breechblock. It worked just fine with
REEDER CUSTOM SUPER BLACKHAWK 8 c;r'rg%:z:z?n, the .256 and Ruger called it the Hawkeye.
Bullet /Load MV Group* burn Bee. The third cartridge, the .221 Fireball, was
introduced in the bolt action Remington
Hornady 55 SX/13.5gr. H4227 2,143 1" XP-100 and experienced moderate suc-
" cess among varmint hunters.
Hornady 55 SX/14.8 gr. AAT680 2,024  5/8 A wildcat that showed Up, Known vari-
Speer 40 SP/13.5 gr. H4227 2424 1/8 REEDER CUSTOM VAQUERO 9” ously asthe Bobcat, the .357/44 B& D, and
" the .44/357; was a .44 Magnum necked to
Speer 40 SP/14.8 gr. AA1680 2,159 7/8“ Bullet/Load W 6w 357 Magnum and used in re-chambered
Speer 45 SP/14.8 gr. AA1680 2252 7/8 Homnady 45 Bee/100 gr W42 1717 5/8° Ruger .357 Blackhawks. It has been sworn
Speer S2UNP/13.5 gu HA2ZT 2,183 7/8° by and sworn & by an equal number of
] 4‘8 .AA1680 2'02] 2 Hornady 45 Bee/11.0 gr. Lil' Gun 2,159 7/8" shooters, and in my experience only
peer 8 y ¥ .« worked well when the chambers were cut
Hornady 50 SX/12.0 gr. H4227 1950  7/8 1o allow anylon collar to turn the botle-
ok ‘ Sierra 40 SP/12.5 gr. AA1680 215  7/8" necked shapeinto astraight-wall cartridge.
g : : i Enter Gary Reeder, of Reeder Custom
. ! 1 i "_E el AL U= Guns, who would not believe that bottle-
. 'c.f;h ] Speer 45 SP/10.0 gr. H4227 189  7/8" necked cartridges would not work in
o i revolvers. Instead of working with any of
s Speer 45 SP/12.0 gr. H4227 1983  17/8 the above mentioned Sixgun rounds,
Speer 45 SP/12.5 gr. AAT680 2152 7/8 Reeder turned to an old standard rifle
. i round, the .218 Bee for his experiments.
- Speer 45 SP/10.0 gr. Lil Gun 2038  7/8 The .218 goes back to the time before
Winchester Factory 46 JHP 1932  71/8" World War Il when it was introduced in
an upgraded version of Winchester’s
*Five shots at 25 yards. Continued on page 139
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don't really bother me. Bad guys

watch movies too, and if they learn
to hold their pistols sideways, blink at
every shot and rack shotgun slides five
times for every shot fired, that’s fine with
me. Once in awhile they even manage to
get it right. Here are a few examples —
and the lessons provided:

he atrocious shooting techniques
| displayed in movies and television

Ranger captain Woodrow F. Call
(Tommy Lee Jones) hands a holstered revolver to the
youngster Newt (Rick Schroeder) and says, “It's better
to have that and not need it than to need it and not
have it.”
Lesson: The good captain nailed it. The thing about
any defensive weapon is the fact you'll likely never
need it. But if you do, you'll really, really need it. It
calls to mind Mark Moritz's immortal contribution to
shooting literature. When an acquaintance pro-
claimed, “There ain't no rules in a gunfight,” Moritz
replied, “There is one rule — have a gun.”

Peter Sellers,
as Chief Inspector Clouseau, stops at a Paris traffic
light and a young woman hitchhiker (actually

transvestite Claude Rousseau) jumps into the
car. The conversation ensues ...

Clouseau: “You know, generally speaking, it's
dangerous for a beautiful girl like you to be
hitchhiking at night.”

Rousseau: “I know. That's because generally
speaking, beautiful girls like me don't
carry guns.”

(louseau: “Ah, yes, yes...(ponders

for a moment)...are you saying
you carry a gun?”

B [I IE n Dave Anderson

Shooting Lessons
From The Movies?

Rousseau: “Mm-hmm ... I've got it in here
somewhere (rummaging through purse)
...oh, it's not very big.”

Lesson: Some people are more in danger of

being assaulted or robbed than others and all the
wishing in the world won't change that fact. In many
situations, women and the elderly are vulnerable.
When there’s a great disparity in physical strength,
even a not-very-big gun can even the odds. Of course,
it shouldn't be buried at the hottom of a purse.

Harrison Ford, as pilot
Quinn Harris, and passenger Anne Heche, as Robin
Monroe, are being pursued by murderous pirates
after crash-landing on a tropical island.
Quinn: “I thought that's what women wanted ... men
who aren't afraid to cry, who are in touch with their
feminine side.”
Robin: “Not when we're being chased by pirates. Then
we want them mean — and armed.”
Lesson: Nice dialogue, except Quinn isn't armed. Years
ago a liberal columnist wrote how badly he wanted a
gun when an intruder broke in. No doubt when his car
goes off an embankment and rolls he'll decide safety
belts aren’t a bad idea too. Don't wait until the pirates
are on your heels to acquire a gun and the skill fo use
it. Plan ahead if you elect to choose to make a
handgun part of your personal defense plans.

Val Kilmer, as
John Patterson, exchanges his holt-action .303 British
for what appears to be a Martini-Henry .577/.450.
He confronts a man-eating lion at a range of a few
yards and the rifle misfires. His hunting partner, Rem-
ington (played by Michael Douglas), is several hun-
dred yards away and fires a shot that scares the lion
off. When Patterson explains about the misfire, Rem-
ington stares at him in disbelief and says incredu-
lously, “You ... you exchanged weapons? You went

into battle with an unproven rifle?”

Lesson: It may sound hard to believe that someone
would frust their life to a firearm they have never
fired, but | suspect it happens quite often. | recollect
reading how a police officer unboxed his brand-new
S&W M-66 revolver and looked it over admiringly.
Then he loaded it with the six cartridges from his old,
blue-steel M-19, put the M-19 in his locker, holstered
the unfired M-66 and went back to work.

I doubt many police officers would do this today, but
surely there are thousands of guns bought for home and
self-defense that have never been fired. A minimum of
100 malfunction-free rounds should be fired through
any defensive gun (tested with the ammunition fo be
used for defense). And frankly, I'd be happier with 200.

General Mapache is about to

fire a belt-fed, water-cooled Browning machine gun
being held by several of his men, while a German mili-
tary adviser (staying near cover) shouts repeatedly, “If
must be mounted on a tripod!” Only after his method
proves unworkable does the general sourly order his
men, “Put it on the tripod”.
Lesson: If you're unfamiliar with o particular type of
firearm, set your ego aside and get training in how to
use it. And if you're the one doing the training, just
maybe at fimes it's not a bad idea to stay near cover.
Many police firearm instructors wear body armor as a
matter of course.

Eli Wallach, as Tuco, says: “When you have to shoot,
shoot, don't talk.”
Lesson: When you have to shoot, shoot, don't talk.

ﬂ

Couldn't have said it
better myself.
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Single Action,
Double Action,
DAO...

SEMANTICS
GET YOU

KILLED

Massad Ayoob
Photos: Ichiro Nagata

hat's “single action,”

“double action,” or

“double action

only”? Accepted gun

lingo, like Webster’s
dictionary, often allows multiple
meanings for the same term. The
resulting confusion can be farther-
reaching than you’d think. Indeed,
can blind, knee-jerk adherence to
dated terminology stop the forward
learning curve? You bet.

It’s understood a single action
handgun will operate in only one
way: its hammer must be cocked to
fire, and that cocking action normally
makes for afairly light, short trigger-
pull for every shot. Defining a double
action handgun gets a little trickier,

given the complexity of both gun
design and the English language. There
can be more than one definition, and which is
the “first” definition is not necessarily the “ preferred” definition.

* “Double Action” (abbreviation: “DA"), First Definition: A trigger mechanism
in which a single, usually relatively long and heavy, pull of the trigger both cocks
and fires the gun. Synonym: “trigger-cocking.”

Everyone familiar with handguns knows what “DA” means. The line in PPC
shooting rules that says, “All rounds in this stage will be fired double action” is
clearly telling you it's against the rules to thumb-cock the hammer for the advantage
of an easier, crisper trigger pull. So far, so good. We're all on the same page of “the
shooter’s dictionary.”

* “DoubleAction,” Second Definition: A trigger mechanism that allows two different

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM




methods of activating or firing the gun.

This is certainly a common definition.
But, today, is it the controlling definition?
A standard style Smith & Wesson Model
10 revolver can be fired with just the long,
hard pull of the trigger or by cocking the
hammer to create the easy single action
let-off, and it fits this definition. Ditto an
Army issue Beretta M9 (92F), which can
be fired with the conventional double
action pull for the first shot but whose
self-cocking mechanism will create a
single action pull for subsequent shots
until the gun is manually de-cocked.

But what about a “hammerless”
revolver like S& W’s Centennial series, or
the Taurus CIA? What about the M9's
sister gun, the Beretta 92D, or a Kahr
9mm or .40 pistol? All of these can be
fired only with a single kind of trigger
stroke — the long and heavy one that
cocks and then discharges the gun.

This latter class of handguns is gener-
ally called “Double Action Only,” or
DAO for short. This common usage indi-

firearms instructor John Farnam.

Now, al of this combat semantics stuff
can be interesting over a couple of beers
after the guns have been locked away, but
at the end of the day, does it really matter?
Sadly, at some times and in some venues,
the answer is yes. We need to discuss it
for more than the sake of argument.

Why It Matters
Case in point: the Springfield Armory
XD (X-treme Duty) pistol. Springfield's
advertising says, “The polymer-framed
XD pistol’s revolutionary design offers
single action trigger feel in a double
action pistol.” So, which is it, single or
double action? And why does it matter?
We'll get back to the “which” question
shortly. Why it matters, for one thing, is
that IDPA, the increasingly popular Inter-
national Defensive Pistol Association,
will only allow it, for now, in the
Enhanced Service Pistol (ESP) division
along with single action medium caliber
pistols like the 1911 or the Browning Hi-

The concern with “gun defintions”
goes far beyond pistol competition...

cates the world of the shooter currently
takes the first definition above, trigger-
cocking followed by trigger-firing in the
same stroke of movement, as the control-
ling definition of double action. How can
the second definition of double action
(i.e, “two ways to shoot it”) be applied to
agun which can only be fired one way?

If we call such a gun not only double
action, but double action only, the common
usage of the term shows acceptance of the
first definition at the expense of the second.
If “double action” means two different
action types, then “double action only” isa
contradiction in terms. It's as oxymoronic
as saying “this one single two things.”

The two explanations of the term
“double action” presented above might be
called mechanical definitions. As we look
at how guns are used, as opposed to how
they are designed — as we seek a bio-
mechanical definition, if you will — we
can come up with yet athird definition.

* “Double Action,” Third Definition:
Requiring a long, relatively heavy pull of
the trigger to fire the gun.

This is a definition better suited to a
shooter or firearms instructor than to a
gun designer, but it gets the point across.
This third, bio-mechanical definition is
also in lockstep with the first of the
mechanical definitions listed above. It's
not incongruent with what might be the
most succinct description of this new
breed of handguns: “self-decocking,” a
term coined by my old friend and master

Power. Springfield Armory wants it to be
included in the much more popular Stock
Service Pistol class alongside conven-
tional double action autos and Glocks.

The concern with “gun definitions”
goes far beyond pistol competition, a fact
we' ve seen play out in court many times.
It is a given that a cocked handgun in
single action mode can go off much more
easily than onein DA mode. This has been
known to lead to unintentional shootings,
sometimes with tragic consegquences.

One such occurred in Canada, Crown
vs. Gossett. Montredl constable Alan Gos-
sett was charged with manslaughter and
went through hell before he was finally
acquitted in the accidental death that
involved a cocked S&W Model 10
revolver. In New York City, armed citizen
Frank Magliato cocked his Colt Detective
Specid revolver as he pointed it a ajunkie
coming at him with a club, and it dis-
charged unintentionally with fatal results.
He was convicted of murder, but the US
Supreme Court later reduced the conviction
in New York vs. Magliato to mandaughter,
and the luckless citizen served severa years
hard time at Fishkill State Penitentiary.

There have also been cases involving
conventional handguns that were double
action by both mechanical definitions.
Prosecutors have attempted to establish
an element of negligence by aleging that
the guns were cocked to “hair-trigger
single action status” when in fact, both
Continued on page 105
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Impres
a

sions:

er stomach discontentedly churns the

early breakfast bolted-down in place of

her usual coffee. Delays for road con-

struction and a wrong turn have stolen
her extra driving time and the dashboard clock counts
only minutes before the early morning class starts.
Parking her Volvo at the range, she vacillates momen-
tarily wondering if she should don her holster and gun
before entering the classroom. Should the pistol be
loaded or unloaded? The clock makes the decision:
there is no time to put on a belt, holster and gun and
only seconds remain to scoop up her notebook, lock
the car and race for the range clubhouse.
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Rushing down a hallway she
hears a burble of conversation and
an occasional male guffaw, but as
she enters the room utter silence
descends. Simultaneously, the
instructor calls the class to order.
“Grab a seat,” he booms, and a
dozen sets of eyes focus on her,
alone. Through anxiety-clouded
vision she spots a chair in the back
row. A rivulet of perspiration
meanders down her spine and her
stomach lurches as she dlides into
the seat. As the defensive handgun
class gets underway, this student
wonders what possessed her to
tackle this.

If Only I Had Known

Going to an unfamiliar location to
learn a new physical skill induces anxiety
in anyone — male or female. For women
entering the male-dominated shooting
discipline, the stress is amplified by
feeling like an outsider. Some of these
pressures are unlikely to disappear com-
pletely, even if taking an all-women’s

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

Kathy Jackson learns
to take advantage of
cover. An instructors
steadying hand can be
an integral part of the
learning process.

IN
THEIR

“I wish 1 had known that a lot of normal
women shoot and shoot well and have used
guns in self-defense. No one knows this unfil
they actually get involved — it is like some
big secret. You never hear of it in the media.”
Carol English, medical transcriptionist

“We got into firearms training for self-defense
reasons, and we confinue to put money and
time info becoming better marksmen for the
solid belief that it is a necessary form of self-
defense for women. Neither one of us would
say we love guns, or we love playing with our
guns. Shooting is not a sport for us, it is a way
of survival.”

Tracy Delawie, stalking survivor.

“| remember being caught by surprise at my
first class to be in the same room with
someone actually carrying a holstered gun
casually and openly. It is odd the things that
catch your attention.”

Helen King

“I do get tired during classes. | have been
promoted to hehind a desk and don’t have
the endurance that you get from fieldwork. |
make sure | eat right and drink a lot of
water and just drive on through the fatigue.
Class time is too precious fo not take full
advantage of being there.”

Jackie Marlow, timber industry professional

“I drove to the range where the class was going

to be held and looked around, so it would not

be a completely unfamiliar environment.”
Kathy Jackson, mother of five

“Pack the lightest possible range bag,
because it will feel like solid dead weight by
the end of the course.”

Lyn Bates, founder AWARE

q
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“] had all the
anti-gun ideas one
ahsorhs without
awareness...”

class. However, women in defensive
handgun classes unanimously report that
better preparation would have relieved
their first-day anxiety, had they only
known how to prepare. Make a checklist
of everything required for the class, to
avoid arriving without a vital piece of
gear. If aworkbook or textbook is part of
the course, obtain it in advance and read
it well. If none is offered, ask the school
what they recommend as preparatory
reading. That's the easy part.

| asked women what they wish they
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had known before going to shooting
school. The women sharing their experi-
ences fit no single mold. Some are in their
30s, others are twenty or thirty years older.
Their professions range from the timber
industry, real estate, banking, the law,
trucking, nursing and alternative health
care. Several hold positions with large cor-
porations, and many are mothers. Despite
their professional accomplishments, these
capable women confess to fears ranging
from low-level anxiety to being “worried
silly” before their initial handgun classes.

“I was nervous about being
around guns,” explain Megan
Brown, who learned to shoot after a
friend was abducted and raped. A
surprising number of female
shooters have backgrounds that are
not pro-gun. “I had all the anti-gun
ideas one absorbs without aware-
ness,” remember Lyn Bates, a
founder of AWARE (Arming
Women Against Rape and Endan-
germent), the premier women’s
armed defense training organization in the
Northeastern U.S. While in her 30s, Lyn
grew curious about firearms through a gun-
owning colleague. Though her interest was
strong, a lifetime’s worth of anti-gun pro-
paganda followed her to the range. “My
hands were sweating and shaking when |
first picked up agun to shoot,” she related.

Where to Begin

Women enrolled in classes appropriate
to their level of experience are usually
pleasantly surprised at how much they
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inding the right gun is a challenge for the woman new to the world

of defensive handgunning. Without coaching, many do not realize

that the hand should snug the backstrap in the center of the palm’s

web while the trigger finger’s first joint contacis the center of the
trigger. Without this fit, the trigger stroke is difficult and often pulls the
muzzle off-center at the end of the trigger pull.

Without doubt, the smallest defensive handgun of good, fighting caliber
currently available, is made by Kahr Arms. Caliber choices are 9mm and .40
S&W, and frame material choices encompass the light and easy fo carry
polymer frame of the “P" series, or the heavy easy fo shoot all-steel frames
of the company’s other pistols.

For slightly larger hands, women have long-appreciated the thinner grip and
short rigger reach of the 1911 type handgun. Glock pistols are a dose second,
though the trigger reach is slightly greater. Women have flocked to gun stores
buying the super compact 626 and 27 models and the Glock 195 in recent years.

Holstering the gun is the next challenge. For range work, offset or
drop holsters go far toward eliminating the difficulty of drawing a gun
that nearly touches your armpit. For concealed carry, some women do
well with an IWB holster if it is radically canted to keep the grips away
from the ribcage. Others have succeeded with a cross-draw holster
like Galco’s Cover Six snub-nosed revolver rig or Haugen Handgun
Leather's Wedge design. Whatever holster is selected, don’t make the
mistake of hanging it on a flimsy belt. It will never work or carry
comfortably without rigid support from a belt. Again, Galco is one of
my favorites, with the attractive “Concealable” two-ply contour belt
and fashionable buckle.

Sometimes the smallest things make the greatest difference. | am
surprised how many women report having a lot of trouble loading their pistol
magazines. Asked to describe what she thought would constitute a perfect
handgun class, Lyn Bates, founder of AWARE, closed with the thought that “All
the students would be issued a SuperThumb” loading device! This simple
device can go a long way toward easing the magazine loading blues.

Amplified hearing protection falls into the same category, though more
expensive. What good is a 5600 or even $1,000 class if the student can't
hear the instructor’s advice? A $150 pair of Peltor, Dillon or Walker's active
hearing muffs is an excellent investment.

Finally, don't forget the water. Many defensive handgun closses demand
more strength and endurance then a lot of students can muster. Fatigue
comes on much earlier if the student fails to drink enough water. “Dehydra-
tion can easily slip up on you,” warns Lyn Bates. Though avoidable, dehydra-
tion's headache, dizziness and loss of concentration can cost
much of the benefit of the afternoon of a shooting class. ‘

Kramer’s rig
drops the
gunbutt for
accessibility.

enjoy shooting. In Lyn’s first class, the
NRA instructor provided guns for the
beginning students to use, and she loved
the activity immediately. One of my own
students, midwife Joanne Blanton,
enthused, “1 love to shoot! | love shooting
well even better!” The skills she is
learning make the experience al the better.

Unfortunately, that contagious gusto is
squashed when a novice starts at a class
that is too advanced. “I had just gotten
my gun a few weeks before the class and
had only shot it a couple of times,”
recalls Chris Cunningham. “1 didn’t
really understand the basics, and the only
one | could talk to about it was my hus-
band. He wasn’t real sure | would be able
to survive the class, so my confidence
level was pretty low,” she admits. Pulled
out of the class for a little one-on-one
coaching, Chris quickly caught up and
has gone on to become a leader at her
shooting range.

If unsure about her basic shooting
skills, a woman can’t go wrong with an
introductory class. “Luckily we decided
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to start with the basic class; it
would have been a mistake to start
with the level two class,” remem-
bered Helen King, a new shooter
who | taught. With good safety
habits established and a clear
understanding of the fundamen-
tals, she will excel at the interme-
diate skills of the next level of
training, including use of cover,
low light shooting and more.

Heidi Smith of Thunder
Ranch, however, appreciates the
“clean slate” beginning women
bring to the famous Texas school.
Since they have no bad habits to
unlearn, these women are sponges
for self-defense skills and mind-
set. Her husband, Clint Smith,
agrees. “| wish all the students
were women!” he grinned. He gets
his wish 10 to 15 percent of the time,
with three or four women attending the
average Thunder Ranch pistol class. “ At
the beginning of class, | ask them ‘Do
you have butterflies in your stomach?

Then | tell them ‘Don’t worry, | do,
too.” " He smiled.

For better or for worse, women are
intensely social beings. As a distinct
minority in the class, anxiety about being

Continued on page 112
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RETURN TO THE THRILLING DAYS OF
YESTERYEAR WHEN ‘SUPER’
EQUALED .38 SPECIAL!

.38 AMU wiith original
unused kit.

overnment
Models

CHARLES E. PETTY

f you say, “.38 Super” to a bullseye
shooter he won't think of an IPSC
racegun but of a Government
Model .38 Super converted to fire
the .38 Special cartridge. Long
before there was any such thing as IPSC,
bullseye shooters were using “ supers.”

In the three-gun bullseye match, .22,
centerfire and .45 pistols are used. In the
centerfire matches you may use anything
of .32 caliber or larger, up to .45. Most
competitors just shoot their .45 twice. Asa
young shooter | sometimes shot a revolver
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(the S& W K-38), but

soon concentrated on

the .45. The first time |

shot a super, it was a nearly

revolutionary experience. Even

though we don’t think of .45 target
loads as being hard to shoot, the super-
light recoil of the .38 wadcutter makes
shooting them areal pleasure.

In the years immediately after World
War 11, bullseye pistol shooting experi-
enced rapid growth and the automatic
pistol was standard in both .22 and .45

matches. That provided a real incentive
to have a .38 as well. The old .38 Auto
— or later .38 Super — technically
could have been used, but both gun and
ammo were notoriously inaccurate. The
.38 Special, on the other hand, was won-
derfully accurate, and good target
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ammunition was readily available. Logic
led to the thought of making a .38 Spe-
cial autopistol.

In an article in the February, 1986
issue of The American Rifleman, the late
Jim Clark attributes the first .38 Special
conversions to gunsmiths Howard Peters
of El Paso, Texas and A.E. Berdon of
Lakeland, Florida working in 1949-50.
But it was Clark who made them famous.
His first ad appeared in “The Rifleman”
in January, 1952 and you can still get one
today from Clark Custom Guns.

At first glance it might seem like a
mere re-chambering job but the case
dimensions didn’'t allow that. The actual
diameter of the .38 Super case is larger
than the .38 Special. This was long
before the days of custom barrels but
really not too big a problem. The original
chamber was simply reamed out about
0.10" oversize and a steel sleeve silver
soldered in place. This could then be
chambered to proper dimensions. Sur-
prisingly the cartridge rim diameters are
similar enough that no modification to
the slide was necessary. Since it's a semi-
rimless case, the .38 Super is actualy a
little larger in the rim than the .38 Spe-
cial, so only an adjustment of the
extractor was normally required.

If you look at some of the earlier guns
the barrel will be marked “Colt Super .38
Auto.” These are the barrels that were
sleeved and they are also known as
“skinny” barrels for their .50" diameter
— much smaller than what we're used to.
Also, a major element in getting any
Government Model pistol to shoot well is
the fit of the barrel to the bushing. The
factory bushings were quite loose, so
sometimes a sleeve was fitted into the
bushing to tighten that up a bit.

Ramped Solutions

The next step in the evolution was to
experiment with some different rifling
twist rates. The standard twist for the .38
Super was 1:16. At the sedate velocities of
the .38 target loads, the twist was too slow
and bullet stability was marginal. Opin-
ions varied, but rates of 1:10 or 1:12 were
common. Of course they still weren't

Two different barrel styles: top modern custom
barrel, bottom original “skinny” barrel

Magazines: left, unaltered .38 Super; middle, modi-
fied to use with .38 Special; right, Gold Cup .38.

The first time | shot a super, it was
a nearly revolutionary experience.

Left barrel has sleeved chamber, right is new custom.

-
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Colt .38 AMU

Colt .38 Special Kit Colt Gold Cup .38

making whole barrels but this wasn’t If you look at a .38 Special wadcutter
much of a problem either. All that was cartridge, it’s nothing more than a
necessary was to simply cut the cylinder with a rim and a bullet seated
tube off an old GI barrel to  flush with the case mouth. This is about
get the locking surfaces,  the least-favorable shape in the world to
ream it out, and getto feed into an automatic pistol. Most
sleeve in a barrel autoloader cartridges have a rounded
made from a Dou-  bullet to lead them into the chamber, but
glasblank. Thisalso  the blunt end of the wadcutter places
made it possible to  great demand on the alignment of the car-
have a barrel the tridge within the magazine. And of
same diameter as the  course, back then there weren't any spe-
.45, which added some cial magazines either, so the original .38
nice extraweight. Super magazines required some compli-
The original lugs were cated modifications.
simply welded up to allow for The Super conversions brought us
proper fitting. This was common  something commonplace today. We're all
practice and even though some familiar with the “ramped” or “sup-
may flinch at the idea of weldingon  ported” barrels used on Government
abarrel, it wasanon-event aslongas Model pistols of al calibers these days.
it was done properly. The final stepin  Many shooters believe these were the
the evolution is when custom barrels  result of some early disasters in the evo-
from BarSto and others became available.  lution of the .38 Super in IPSC, where

Clark’s original ramp
was soldered to the
bottom of the barrel.

The original attraction of the conversions
was their very mild recoil and great
accuracy. The Colt had neither.

50 CENTER FIRE CARTRIDGES

CALIBER 38 A. M. L.
148 GRAIN WAD CUTTER BULLET
FOR USE IN ACCURIZED PISTOLS
REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC.

BRIDGEPORT, COMMECTIGUT
MADE N THE UMITED STATES OF AMERICA

CH
ECIAL MAT .
Jﬂﬁ'f“mqﬂﬁ?"'m BAILLE
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38 speci W 0 D
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Jim Clark Sr.

.38 Super conversions:
top: Dinan, bottom Clark

some aggressive handloads had an
unpleasant tendency of rupturing cases.
But the ramped barrel goes way back to
the mid ’'50s and the late Jim Clark. We
didn’t invent anything new at all.

Feeding was always a problem for the
conversions, and Clark reasoned that one
cause was the transition from the feed

ramp of the frame to the barrel. A small
gap is aimost unavoidable and any edge
is an opportunity for a hang-up. Clark
believed eliminating the gap would make
it easier to achieve reliable feeding. His
solution? Craft a ramp and silver solder
it to the barrel. A cut was made in the
bridge of the frame to provide clearance,
so the feeding cartridge faced only a
smooth ramp on the way to the chamber.
Clark came up with that idea in the '50s

Left, .38
AMU; right,
.38 Special
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so don't let anyone tell you it’'s a new
idea. Later he would make a complete
barrel from a Douglas blank and the
ramp was an integral part.

Colt’s Blundering

Clark really was aleader in the devel-
opment of the .38 Super conversion but
all the good custom gunsmiths of the
time did similar jobs. Pretty soon custom
barrels became available and it wasn’t
long before Colt recognized a market
opportunity and in 1960 they introduced
the Gold Cup National Match .38 Spe-
cial. This was very much a good
news/bad news story. The really good
news was the Colt pistol had a properly
designed magazine, eliminating those
troublesome modifications we did before.
The bad news was the pistol really didn’t
shoot very well.

The origina attraction of the conver-
sions was their very mild recoil and great
accuracy. The Colt had neither. The
locked breech design of the Super really
moderated recoil. So much so that good
function was not always easy to achieve.
But it was also key to the accuracy, and
the custom gunsmiths of the time knew
how to fit things up for good accuracy.

Colt’s logic was to do away with the
locked breech design and convert the
pistol to straight blowback. That solved

Continued on page 128
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Ryan Wilson A

Is A Rising Star
In The Business

ost custom knifemakers
will tell you thejob ain’t
easy. They’ll also tell
you hot to give up your
day job unless you're ready to make some
sacrifices. If you're lucky, you'll be able
to break into full-time work in your 30s or
40s. God willing, and the creek don’t rise,
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Oi The Blade. |

Pat Covert

you'll have a good clientele built-up by
the time you hit 50 and can make a good
living fulfilling your lifelong dream of
being a custom knifemaker. If you still
have thefirein your belly.

Now, imagine doing all this by the
time you are just 20. Thanks to a little
luck and alot of hard work, custom knife-

Photos: Ichiro Nagagta

maker Ryan Wilson of Berryville, Ark.,
has done just that. From the luck side of
the eguation, Ryan was fortunate enough
to grow up around his father’s shop — the
highly respected custom gun works
known as Wilson Combat. But a strong
work ethic was ingtilled in him at an early
age. At 6 he began working in the shop
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after school, doing odd jobs and step-and-
fetch-it duty. At 14 he knew the equip-
ment and logistics and could perform any
function necessary to produce a modified
tactical handgun. By 17 he was in charge
of the whole Wilson Combat custom shop.

While Ryan is fond of firearms — he
lives on 140 acres of prime hunting land in
northwest Arkansas — he just happens to
like knives more. He remembers getting
his first pocketknife at five and being fasci-
nated by it. He built his first “kit knife”
when he was 12. By 14 he was making
them on aregular basis for his own hunting
purposes and as gifts for friends. The more
Ryan learned about the machining equip-
ment in his dad's shop, the more his knives
improved. It wasn't long before he began
building knives from scratch.

While other teens were still trying to
figure out to do after high school, Ryan
was forging a career. He made his first
custom knives at the age of 16, a run of
50 tactical fixed blades offered in the
Wilson Combat catalog. No ordinary
fixed blade knives, these were of a diffi-
cult integral design in which the blade,
bolsters and tang are machined from a
solid piece of steel billet. The first 50
knives sold like hotcakes, and the
design is still sold today, listed in the

Continued on page 110
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HANDGUN
SAFETIES

THE FIRING PIN SAFETY: 113. a=g
SECOND TIME AROUND. . | B

CHARLES E. PETTY Frames: Beft to right: Colt National
Match, Kimbgr Series I, Colt Series 80

hen Colt installed a firing pin safety in the In 1937, William L. Swartz designed a

Government Model pistol in 1980, those who 1911 firing pin safety with no connection
. o . . to trigger components. It was operated by
claimed it interfered with the trigger pull e action of the grip safety. Today,

soundly cussed them. And it did. Interfere exampleflwith the SNafrtz safleté/dare

: : : : scarce collector’s items, for Colt didn’'t

with the trigger pull, that is. Shooters decried the make many. World War 11 proved the

“new” Series 80 gadget and rent their hair and  death of the Swartz safety, as wartime

. . After the war ended the safety did

were wasting their breath. It seems ot return. For reasons unclear, a firing

theideawasn’t new at all. pin safety became desirable in the late

"70s, which prompted Colt to introduce

afar more complicated system to do the
same job.

We all know the most important
firearm safety is human, not mechanical.
But guns have used safeties for ages.
Customarily, they prevent the gun from
firing with a mechanical block that pre-
vents the movement of a part, usually the
sear or hammer.

Safeties can be active or passive. An
active safety is a lever or button the
shooter must move. We're al familiar with
these. A passive safety does not require
a deliberate operation to work. Guns
have more of these latter ones than
wetend to redlize.

Series 80

Perhaps the best-known
passive safety is the discon-
nector found on all semi-
automatic firearms. This pre-
vents the gun from firing
unless the gun is properly

closed and in battery. Firing pin
safeties are also passive.
The original firing pin safety
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Top: Colt pre-war National Match
with Swaritz safety. Bottom: Kimber
Series Il with revived Swartz safety.




idea goes all the way back to 1909, but
it wasn't until Swartz received U.S.
Patent 2,140,946 on December 29,
1938, that Colt put one in a production
gun. During the late '30s, the Colt
National Match .45 pistol and the .38
Super were the only two Colt guns with
the Swartz safety. It was approved by
the factory for use in all Government
Model pistols, but the onset of World
War |1 prevented its installation.

The idea of somehow locking the
firing pin is thought desirable because
there is always a possibility a pistol might
discharge if dropped. It takes a combina
tion of things going wrong all at the same
time for this to happen, but it can happen.
Colt’s answer was a design that prevents
the pistol from firing unless the trigger is
depressed. It was not well received and
pre-Series 80 pistols were much in
demand. They still are.

Criticism of the Series 80 safety was
based largely on the fact that the trigger
action included lifting the firing-pin lock
installed in the dlide. In other words, the
trigger had to compress a spring and
move a small part, adding to the
poundage of the trigger pull. While this
complaint has some merit, the fault lay
more with the execution than the design.

Unless the Series 80 parts worked
together smoothly, the shooter could feel
a definite lurch in the trigger pull when
the safety disengaged. It was not unusual
to find rough parts or crooked holes that
complicated things.

Some critics proclaimed it was
“impossible” to obtain a match trigger on
a Series 80 pistol. Of course that wasn’t
really true, but there was a certain
learning curve for pistolsmiths to master
the skills. A Series 80 trigger often took
longer to hone than a standard trigger;
gunsmiths conseguently charged more.

But the Series 80 doesn’t get as much
criticism these days because of Colt’s
shrunken presence in the market. Hardly
anyone buys a Colt right now, so hardly
anyone complains. People are buying
Springfield Armory and Kimber 1911s,
both of which lack Series 80 parts.

Swartz Returns

Enter the Kimber Series Il. In
response to the needs of law enforcement
agencies — which freguently mandate a
firing pin safety — Kimber brought back
the Swartz design.

Their Series || pistols have an updated
Swartz safety. If | didn’t tell you there
was one, you'd never know. Okay, there
is one way. Since the safety is keyed on
the grip safety, if you were to fieldstrip
the pistol and happened to
depress the grip safety
— something nor-
mally done when
holding the pistol —
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you can't remove the slide. It's one of
those things that blindingly dawns on you
after a few moments of absolute confu-
sion. “Let go of the safety dummy,” you
tell yourself.

The safety uses a simple push rod
that rides atop the point of the grip
safety. When the grip safety is
depressed the rod is pushed up and lifts

Slides: left to right: Colt National Match, Kimber Series II, Colt Series 80

Grip safety and plunger
from Kimber Series II.

¢ i

=7

the firing pin block located in the slide.
The Colt Series 80 uses two little levers
that are moved by motion of the trigger
to do the same thing. In the Swartz
design a “U” shaped block is lifted to
release the firing pin. There's no effect
whatsoever on the trigger pull, but the
two designs accomplish exactly the
same thing.

Today we can find some form of firing
pin safety on most automatic pistols of
recent manufacture. And, they operate in
much the same way as the Colt. The good
news about the Swartz/Kimber safety is
that it's sneaky. Unless you know — you
can't tell it'sthere. It just quietly doesit’s
job with no fanfare. So you lﬁ
see, old isnew again.
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SANDGENS OF HOTE

JORT WESLET RARDIS DEATSR U

ardin’s cousin by marriage,

James Miller, known as “Killing

Jm,” had requested lega assis-

tance in a case involving armed
altercations with Sheriff G.A. (Bud) Fra-
zier. In two shooting incidents, Miller had
survived being shot by Frazier, thanks to a
steel plate insert placed by Miller in his
clothing. Their feud, which began in 1891,
eventualy resulted in the death of Frazier,
murdered by Miller in 1896.

Hardin had responded to requests from
Miller to prosecute Frazer in court,
having been shot by the latter in April and
in December, 1894. Trial was scheduled
for April of 1895, in El Paso; Frazer had
been arrested that December. Tiring of
the wait, Miller eventually killed Frazer.

Miller was known as “the most dan-
gerous man that ever lived,” according to
an acquaintance, Dee Harvey. In 1908,
Miller would be the prime suspect in the
murder of Pat Garrett, killer of Billy The
Kid. In 1909 Miller was lynched, after he
killed arancher in Ada, Oklahoma.

Court records show John Wesley
Hardin was carrying a Colt Lightning
Model 1877, serial number 84304 and an
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Elgin watch, serial number 4069110,
when he was shot and killed on August
19, 1895. The revolver and the watch had
been presented to Hardin in appreciation
for his legal efforts on behalf of Miller in
his trial for murdering Frazer. That trial
lasted from April 8 to 14, 1895, ending in
the jury being deadlocked.

The Colt, (with a .38 caliber, 2%"
barrel) is nickel-plated, with blued
hammer, trigger and screws. The back-
strap is hand-engraved: “J.B.M. TO
JW.H.” It wears mother-of-pear| grips.

The Lightning is recorded in Colt fac-
tory ledgers as shipped on July 16, 1891,
to Hartley & Graham, New York City,
with five like guns in the shipment.

The Colt is accompanied with a tooled
leather holster, marked with a barely vis-
ible stamp of an El Paso maker. The
hunting case pocket watch by Elginisal14
karat, gold-filled, lever set, inscribed on
the front: “April/7th/1895.” The inscrip-
tion on the top of the inside lid reads:
“J.W. HARDIN/From/J.B.MILLER.”
There is also a gold-plated brass chain,
with afob of aliberty head penny, with the
date 1853 (the year of Hardin's birth).

A.H. Staff

. 000

The set includes a mounted photograph
of Miller and Hardin, likely at the time of
the presentation of the revolver and watch.
The photograph is marked: “Simpson/602
Main St./Ft. Worth, Tex.”

The origina John W. Hardin, Esg. busi-
ness card and, “The Life of John Wesley
Hardin From the Original Manuscript, As
Written by Himself” (1896) rounds out

this rare and historically- ﬂ

significant bit of Americana.

Our thanks to Greg Martin Auctions for sup-
plying photos and information. Phone: (800)
509-1988; www.gmartin-auctions.com

Note: Property documented in inventory of John
Wesley Hardin estate, recorded af the fime of the
outlaw’s death in1895. To quote: “1 .38 Colt Pistol
(84304), white handle./1 watch, Elgin, on movement
(4069110).

Condition: Revolver excellent, with 75-80% finish
remaining; some flaking on frame and cylinder. 75%
blue on trigger and hammer. Tiny nick on toe of left
panel of pearl grips. Minor wear on holster.
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et's just say it. No gun is perfect.

Since today’s handguns are built

to meet the needs of the masses,

there are a few of us who, not
quite fitting the “masses mold,” would
like some features on a given pistol to be
a little different. You know what | mean
— “1 wish this gadget was alittle smaller
so it wouldn't hit my thumb,” or, “If that
gizmo was allittle trimmer it would fit my
hand better.” Those kind of things.

Enter the SIG P-228. The 228 is one
of the finest carry handguns around. It fits
my hand like few others and is compact
enough to carry concealed with ease. |
tend to gravitate toward medium sized,
compact pistols, as they can be used for a
wide variety of functions. The SIG 228 is
just such apistol.

But still the SIG needed, as editor
Huntington says, “some filing-on” done. |

Engineered Spit And Polish By Robar Turns This

Compact Package Into Near Perfection.

Dave Spaulding
Photos: Ichiro Nagata

didn’'t want a package deal either, or to let
someone else decide what my gun
needed. | wanted it modified by someone
who would truly understand what is
needed in a custom defensive pistol and
who would not talk to me like | was a
child. “Don’t insult your customers”
should be rule one in the gunsmithing
business. Unfortunately, it often isn’t.

It is at The Robar Companies, and
that's the first place | thought to call.
Because Robar deliverswhat | like to call
“Adult” service.

Robbie Barrkman, owner and operator
of Robar, is not only knowledgeabl e about
firearms and their custom modification; he
is aman who has been in more than afew
tight spots. Prior to coming to the Unites
States, Robbie was a member of the South
African Defense Force, where he special-
ized in counter-insurgency operations.
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Haugen Handgun Leather
and Columbia River’s M-16
tactical folder round out this
Robarized P-228 package.



During this time he saw more than
his share of personal close-quarter
combat. While in the South African mili-
tary, Robbie traveled to Arizona where
he studied weapon craft with Jeff
Cooper at the American Pistol Institute,
better known as Gunsite. While
attending this course, Cooper asked him
to become part of his staff, which
Robbie did. He moved to the United
States and spent the next five years
teaching and performing custom modifi-
cations on guns for Col. Cooper at the
Gunsite facility.

As time went by, the gunsmith opera-
tion grew to the point where Robbie
decided he needed to incorporate to pro-
tect his business. Not wanting to use his
own name, he used the first few initials of
his first and last names to come up with
Robar. Today, the Robar Companies are
actualy three different operations.

The first (and most profitable) is the
plating company, which plates firearms
with such high-tech finishes as NP-3 and
Roguard. But its biggest customer is the
aerospace industry. The second company
is the well-known custom gunsmith ser-
vice. The third offers quality firearms
training to both law enforcement and
legally armed citizens. Additionally,
Robbie works as an adjunct-instructor at
the famed Thunder Ranch training facility.
It's because of this extensive background
and knowledge | chose Robar for many of
my custom firearms needs.

Robbie and his staff are willing to per-
form a wide variety of modifications to a
customer’s firearm. No job is too big or
too small for Robar’s attention. Their
god is customer satisfaction, and consid-
ering that much of the business coming to
Robar is repeat business, this level of sat-
isfaction must be extraordinarily high.
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No job is too big or too small for
Robar’s attention. Their goal is
customer satisfaction...
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What the bad
guys see.
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Recently, | found myself in Phoenix
teaching a firearm course, so | took the
time to stop at the Robar facility and
speak with Robbie about my 228. While|
had some ideas concerning what |
wanted, | decided to tell Robbie what my
needs were and let him come up with the
solutions. After a short discussion, the
work was agreed-upon, and | took my
leave to wait for the gun’s arrival.

Perfection is a concept that is subjec-
tive, at best. In the case of my Robar
custom 228, perfection appears to have
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been achieved. The first thing | noticed as
the wrapping came off was the two-tone
finish. The top half and al internal parts
were plated with NP-3, a self-lubricating
silver-gray finish that bonds to metal like
no other substance | can describe. NP-3is
the substance many of the aerospace parts
Robar plates are finished with. If it's
tough enough for Space, the mean-streets
of Ohio shouldn’t be a problem.

The alloy frame was graced with
Roguard, a rust-proof finish with the deep
black color of a Montana night sky. Far
superior to bluing or Parkerizing,
Roguard is one of the most durable black
finishes currently available. To sweeten
the deal, prior to the plating process all of
the pistol’s sharp edges were “broken,”
which, when combined with the custom
finish, give it a smooth-to-the-touch feel
that reminded me of running my hand
across the hood of a high-end European
sports car. Well-polished, that is.

As | felt the SIG was already a very
sleek pistol in both design and function,
the combination of the de-burring and
plating just enhanced the lines of this

exceptional autopistol. | was a happy
camper indeed.

At my request, Robbie cut forward
cocking serrations into the slide. While
the serrations are somewhat controversial,

Continued on page 123
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The “Before” shot: Fighting pistol
that it is, the SIG still benefited
from the massaging administered
by Robar Companies.

Ammo Type 50 feet 25 vards
Black Hills 115 grain JHP 3.25" 2.5"

Federal 124 grain Hydra-Shok HP
Winchester 147 grain SXT HP 3.25" 1.75"

Remington 147 grain Golden Sabre HP

Looking like modern sculpture,
the NP-3 and Roguard finishes
accent one another, enhancing
reliability and performance.
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A Triple Play —

Component parts: left to right: jacket, core,
assembled bullet, final formed shape.

f the name Tom Burczynski is not
familiar, you are either a newcomer
or not paying attention. Burczynski
is the designer of the Hydra-shok
bullet that, in 1985, started a real revolu-

2 “é tion in defensive handgun ammunition.

| { o : ’ I1t's become the standard against which all

Ll others are measured, making Burczynski,

* ‘_,,. v ; arguably, the most influential bullet

designer of the 20th century.

&
e i 1‘;
0“'K'SHOK PEHFORMANGE One of the quickest ways to start an

argument is to broach the subject of the

Load Weight Velocity Penetration  Dispersion Firearm best handgun bullet, or load. Experts —
9mm 115 1325 95" o Kahr MK9 often self-appointed — pontificate to
! = = = anyone who listens. Most of the time their
9mm 135 1,180 9 38 premise is based upon some form of
9mm 135 960 9" 3 ! energy, and their message — spoken or
10 not — is more s better. Sometimesthereis
even some pseudo-science involved, but
125 often positions are argued simply because,
357516 115 3.95" “I’m the expert and | know these things.”
357 516 135 378" Startlingly absent is adherence to the
: : scientific method. While it surely would be
40 S8W 135 1,325 10.25" 3.62" Kahr Mk40 nice to know, efforts to quantify “stopping
40 S&W 155 1200 98" 419" " power” are a tad futile since there is no
. _— - such thing in science. Actua shootings are
10mm 155 1,350 11.5 38 Glock 20 virtually never aike. And though gelatin is
A5 ACP 165 1,250 10.8" 38" Glock 30 the best substitute we have, it provides, a
7 " " best, an estimate. Most of the theories we
£ 4 = o e hear rely heavily on energy. The bullet
Notes: Penetration and circular dispersion results are the average of 5 shots info 10 percent with the most energy almost always wins.
calibrated gelatin covered with standard heavy clothing. Velocities shown are published factory data. Cut through the BS though and thereis a

single, simple truth. Before any of this
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.45 ACP 230 gr. recovered from gelatin.

aforementioned pseudo-science can be con-
Sidered, it comes down to this: we must till
make holes so fluid can run out. Anything
that interferes with that is evil. Recoil is not
our friend, but isthe inevitable consequence
of trying to make bullets go faster. As | see
it, the best plan isto make as many holes as
possible in the least amount of time.
Modern training methods teach us to keep
shooting until the threat is neutraized, and
most begin with a double-tap.

Viva La Revoluciéon

One thing is undeniable. Within the
last 20 years handgun ammunition, espe-
cidly the bullet, has undergone a revolu-
tion. The absolute leader of this revolution
is still Tom Burczynski’s Hydra-shok.
Federal was licensed to make it, and it
was nearly 10 years before the competi-
tion began to catch up. Today, if you test
premium handgun ammo from any of the
major manufacturers you will find their
performance very similar. We owe much
to the FBI’s ammunition test procedures,
which, at the very least, provide a valid
comparison of one bullet against another.

Today we're looking at what might
well be the next revolution and it’'s
called Quik-shok. Burczynski’s new
concept follows impeccable logic: make
more holes. With Quik-shok you get
three. This is not a duplex or multi-ball
load, but when the bullet begins to
expand it separates into three equal seg-
ments diverging a bit from the centerline
to produce independent wound tracks.

We need to be very precisein describing
this because there is a real risk someone
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will get the wrong idea. For some time now
we have had “pre-fragmented” projectiles
that were loaded with shot of various sizes.
These were described with mostly anec-
dotal evidence as being highly effective,
and there surely have been reports of spec-
tacular successes. But there have also been
failures where surface wounds did little to
incapacitate. Even worse were reports the
bullet broke upon contact with something
like a leather jacket. But perhaps the single
most discouraging thing was the high cost
— somebody once called it obscene — at
$3 per round.

| was a little surprised when Bur-
czynski told me Quik-shok was specifi-
caly designed to overcome the failings of
pre-fragmented bullets. An early descrip-
tion of Quik-shok labeled it as such, but
this simply isn’t so. The secret liesin the
construction of the lead core. It is
“pre-stressed” by three pie-wedge
cuts that do not completely sep-
arate the pieces of the core
but are joined by afraction

Continued on page 127

ACCURACY TEST RESULTS

Load
9mm Luger

Velocity Accuracy

Test firearm: Les Baer Premier Il with 5" barrel
115gr. +P 1,401 1.61
135gr. +P 1,212 1.42
135 gr. Subsonic 1,019 0.94
.40 Smith & Wesson

Test firearm: S&W PC-40 with 4.5" barrel

135 gr. 1,364 1.57
155 gr. 1,219 1.64
.45 ACP

Test firearm: Rock River Arms Match with 5" barrel

165 gr. +P 1,322
230 gr. +P 1,003 1.07
Accuracy is the average of three 5 shot groups at

25 yd. from sandbags. Velocity is the instrumental
average of 10 shots.



By Seqouia Blankenship

“Now this vintage S&W has a bold yet

AT
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And Other Stories From
The S&W Gustomer
Service Department.

Mike Cumpston

sophisticated taste.”

o the lay observer, it would

seem now that since those

wacky Englishmen have

crawled back into the dismal

socialist bog that spawned

them, a Smith & Wesson
Customer Service Representative should
be leading a fairly dull life. A working
knowledge of the product line and com-
pany policies should be al these minions
need in and to efficiently go about their
business. Oh, they are in Massachusetts,
so a crash course in “How Not To Sound
like Teddy Kennedy,” on the telephone
would be a necessary concession to the
target market. Beyond that, what could
be very challenging about variations of
the single theme, “My gun is broke —
canyou fix it?’

Curiosity lead us to the Smith &
Wesson Customer Service department to
assemble a“typical day inthelife’ sort of
story. What, indeed, would qualify as the
unusual, when it came to requests for
repair, replacement and whatever else the
imagination might cook-up from proud
Smith & Wesson owners?

80

Asit turns out, the efficient employees
must not only need a comprehensive
knowledge of changing company prac-
tices, as well as federal, state and local
law, but must also be well served by a
good grasp of the panoply of human
knowledge and culture. For instance,
some knowledge of fluid dynamics, pres-
sure curves and potentially terminal bal-
listics seems to come in handy at times.

The following are actual requests,
questions and inquiries as received by the
Smith & Wesson customer service depart-
ment. They have to be true — we're not
creative enough to make them up.

Bubhles In The Bathtuh?

Caller: “Would it be safe to fire my
Smith & Wesson 4506 in the bathtub?”

Customer Service: “We would con-
sider firing any Smith & Wesson
product submerged in a bathtub — or
elsewhere — to be a hazardous prac-
tice. Our products are tested and war-
ranted safe under Earth-normal atmos-
pheric conditions, including such vari-

ations of temperature as might be found
anywhere on the planet. We strongly
advise against firing any of our hand-
guns under water and believe that the
water volume in the standard household
bathtub is insufficient to safely contain
the projectile even if nothing else of a
serious nature occurs.”

Polymorphic NMorphology

Of late, product liability concerns
have bailed out the clueless novelists
who insist on writing about safety
catches on revolvers. If they don’t have
them now, they soon will. History now
boasts more than one “Automatic
Revolver.” Thus far, Steven Kings .38
Caliber Colt Woodsman remains un-
redeemed. But what about this?

Caller: “Where is the lever that
changes my 317 from double to single
action. I've looked all over the gun and
can't find it. Is it that little round thing
above the cylinder thingy? When | turn the
key in it, the whole gun quits working.”

Thank God.
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Is This Govered In
The Warranty?

Some things have nothing to do with
defects in materials or workmanship.

Caller: “1 went fishing and took my
Walther TPH .25 ACP with me in the
boat. | used to have a Fisherman’s
Billie in my tackle box but, in this state,
it'sillegal to carry a club. So what | fig-
ured was the .25 auto would be perfect
for finishing off big fish. I gotta’ license
and all.

| was out in the middle of the lake
and caught a fish. He was slippery. When
| went to shoot him, the Walther squirted
out of my hand like a bar of soap and
went to the bottom of the lake. These
guns have grips that are too dick. Is this
covered by the warranty?”

Customer Service: “ In order for the
warranty to be in effect, you would

Goddess Artemis-Diana
walks her hounds,
courtesy of S&W.

have to have at least SOMETHING to
send us.”

This Gould Happen
To Anyhody

Caller: “ When | was leaving for work
thismorning, | put my Smith on top of the
car. When | got to the station, | realized
what had happened. | re-traced my route
and found the gun all right but it had
been run over by a car. It got damaged. |
was wondering if this would be covered
by the Warranty?”

Customer Service: (Recalling the
time she sandbagged the $1,000 Sony
Dig Camera off the hood of her jeep at
forty miles per hour.) — “ That doesn’t
really come under ‘Normal Use’ but go
ahead and send it in and let us take a
look at it. One of our gunsmiths will ook
it over and, if it's not covered, we'll send
an estimate.”

The Dog Ate It

Animal Behavior is an interesting
field and the Customer Services Rep
will encounter it from time to time. Also
essential is an empathetic grasp of inter-
species bonding. As we know, the
canine philosophy is tri-parate. It is
expressed: “if you can't eat it or
(unprintable) it then, (unprintable) on
it”. We like dogs, nevertheless. Fortu-
nately, in this example, the first and
printable imperative of dog philosophy
isall that comesinto play.

Caller: “ My Rottweiler got hold of my
.40 Sgma and chewed it all up. Since the
gun is plastic and all, is this sort of
damage covered by the warranty?”

A TRADITION
IN TRANSITION

whners, managers and bean counters come and go, blown like thistles

on the wind. But the true greatness of any lasting endeavor grows

from the dedication of those who actually do the work. My experi-

ences with the Smith & Wesson Customer Service span a decade and
more, but two recent projects illustrate the point very well. About a year ago,
I got with Wayne Di’ Angelo at the Custom Engraving Shop and we hashed
out a project involving my .44 Mountain Gun. | had admired his scrollwork
and the picture quality Bulino engraving he had applied to one of the gunsin
the catalogue.

The revolver was in the hands of an in-house gunsmith who was making
sure everything was up to optimum specifications. Pat Frates in Customer
Service was masterminding the entire project. Suddenly, things became very
complicated. The company was in transition to its current owners and the
Custom Engraving Shop fell victim to the general retrenchment — an
abiding element of the Smith & Wesson legacy became history.

In the ordinary course of business, my Mountain Gun project would
have died an abrupt death. However, as a harbinger of their subsequent
actions, the new owners of Smith & Wesson decided to make good on all

Continued on page 109

This classic Model 29 was
restored to as-new condition.
Your dreams CAN come frue.

Customer Service: “ This is the first
time I’ve heard of this happening. Do you
mind if | ask how the dog got your pistol?”

Caller: “No, not at all. It was in my
nightstand unloaded and cable locked
and everything. The thing is, Sylvester is

Continued on page 129
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J *-:'L o mith & Wesson historian Roy Jinks wrote a
' book titled History of Smith & Wesson, and in it
he tells the story of young Joe Wesson's keen
interest in semiautomatic handguns. “[Jo€’s]
father had given him a free hand in the development of

- By - ok
COI IeCtI bIeS, i : new firearms,” Jenks astutely tells us. But, like all grest

tales of yore, there's a catch, a disappointment, a crashing

. d gl of expectations. For even after gathering examples of every
] e Ryl

o f semiautomatic pistol manufactured in the late 19th century,
A Lesson I n 8. - young Joe Wesson remained unimpressed.

= ; i In 1909, spring came, as spring does, and there took place a

H IStO ry meeting between Joe Wesson and a firearm designer from

Liege, Belgium, named Charles P. Clement. Mr. Clement offered

1 I . e 1 something that appeased little Joe's soul. For soon after that
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The rear sight is a classic — fully adjustable and repeatable.

meeting, Clement’s .25 caliber semi-auto
pistol design rights were negotiated
straight into S& W's hands.

In possession of the heart of
Clement’s little pistol, which featured a
barrel locked into the frame by trigger
guard and cross bolt, Joe Wesson set
about improving the design. He added a
thumb-bar safety to prevent firing until
the gun was fully engaged by the
shooter’s hand, and then, in 1910, rec-
ognized left-handed shooters with a
finger-activated safety in the grip’s
front strap. A recoil spring “discon-
nector” was another improvement,
enabling the slide easy rearward travel

g - | —whereas previously only strong hands
plgm feals § e p - : could operate it. _

" hqgtd a,,d...f trdls | wde ! ~Next move was a new .35 caliber car-

i V" . i 1 ! tridge. Tooling up began in 1912, and
production soon after in early 1913. The
new .35 caliber S& W semiautomatic
pistol was catalogued at $16.50, with its
safety device strongly advertised as a
major feature.

But curses! Woeful World War |
stepped in to cease production of the
semi-auto pistol in question. Arms for
battle were needed, not arms for
plinking. And by the time the pistol
found its way back on-line in 1919,
sales had dropped off the radar screen...
though such things didn't exist in 1919.
(Except for maybe on spaceships, whose
. 1 ‘. : existence to this day is still doubted by
- A | f N oLl iy naysayers and the uninitiated. Editor).
i e P Shooting members of the public, just as

; - addicted to convenience then as they are
today, were interested in the semi-autos
ggsn"-’:iggz:fe’f a e ; with larger frames and cartridges
“comes frédeasily and readily found at the local crossroads
. it fime to cl&8n-up., general store — not an offbeat .35 cal-

S8 F L iber S& W. Sales remained feeble. The
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with your|€yes closed.

model was dropped in 1922 after 8,350
units were manufactured. The silence
was deafening.

Checkered Past

Today an S&W .35 caliber semi-auto
pistol in excellent condition fetches
$500, though one especially gullible
collector recently laid out over $3,000
for the redesigned streamlined model
chambered for the .32 ACP cartridge.
By the late 1940s, S&W had its Model
39 single-action semi-auto on the
market, along with the Model .44
double-action, the first of its kind pro-
duced in the United States. Continu-
ously improved 9 mm pistols rolled
from the factory as well. But no one
asked the high-grade target auto-loader
in .22 Long Rifle to dance, until entered
stage left sweet Mr. Model 41.

In July of
1947, the X-41
and X-42, two
experimental
models, were
completed.
Always inter-
ested in refine-
ments, the com-
pany did not offer a
true factory model until mid-September
1957, serial number 1,401 of the com-
pany’s Automatics.

Target shooting was the name of the
41's game. It came with a 7%" barrel and
muzzle brake. Regardless that the general
shooting public was ignored in favor of
target buffs, the company could not pro-
duce sufficient 41s to meet -the demand.
They sold like them proverbial hotcakes.
Only 679 units rolled out of the door in
1957, but by the close of 1958 the factory.
had built and assembled 9,875 Model 41
pistols. Even this high number, however,
was still too low to matchrorders:.

A lighter 5" separate barrel was
offered in 1958 for field use. Smart
move! After all, the snap-down trigger
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guard removal of the barrel made swap-
ping one for another simple and fast. A
customer could order the pistol with 5"
barrel in place, or buy the barrel sepa-
rately. A 41-1 came along in 1960 cham-
bered in .22 Short for International Rapid
Fire competition, but only a thousand
were made with the light aluminum slides
necessary for function with the low-
power Short.

Through Points In Time

In August 1963, the Model 41 earned
its excellent 5" barrel, still available
today along with a 7" barrel. Stoeger’s
Shooter’s Bible of 1964 shows the Smith
& Wesson Model 41 with 7%" barrel
grooved for Olympic centerweights. Also
listed is a Model 41 with 5" barrel, plus
another with a heavy 5" barrel, all three
sub-models going for $100 retail. Along

Continued on page 130

T STH 1 WESSON

Disassembly begins
by pulling the trigger
guard-down.

Caliber: .22 Long Rifle
Magazine Capacity: 10 Rounds
Barrel Length: 7" or 5"

Overall Length:

12" with 7" barrel
10.5" with 5" barrel

Material: Carbon steel
Weight: 41 oz.
Sight Radius:

9% with 7" barrel
7%" with 5" barrel

Stocks: Checkered hardwood with
modified thumb rest for right —
or left-handed shooters

Sights:

Front-1/8" Patrid?e,
Rear-Adjustable Click

Finish: S&W blue with sand-
blasting, matting, and serrations
around sighting areas to break up
light reflection

Trigger: 3/8" width (.356) with
S&W grooving and adjustable
trigger stop

Hammer: Internal

External Safety: Single slide

Suggested Retail Price: $958.00
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard (no envelopes, please) .
and follow the sample shown. Send to AMERICAN HAND- Hom NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002:

GUNNER, Dept. H11, P.O. Box 880409, San Diego, CA 92168  Name
0409. Entries must be received before December 1, 2002.

Address (City, State, Zip
Limit 1 entry per household. This contest is open fo indi- Email Add
viduals who are residents of the United States and its territories only. il ACCRSS
Agents and employees of Publishers Development Corporation and  |f | win, pleuse Ship my gun ﬂ“-ough:
their families are excluded from entering. Contest void where pro-
hibited or restricted by law. Winners must meet all local laws and
regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will be ~ Address (City, State, Zip
the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be notified by CERTI-
FIED MAIL on official letterhead. No purchase necessary to enter.

Dealer

Phone ( )__ - Store hours __am __ pm
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arc Morganti of Gemini Customs, LLC
is one o? the newest members of the
American Pistolsmiths Guild. His
attention to detail is a hall-mark of
Gemini Customs and is evident in this Custom
Caspian. Not content with available custom guns,
Marc ook on the task of becoming a custom pistol-
smith. Today, Gemini Customs, LLC, addresses their
customers needs by offering unique pistols that
precisely meet the needs of their customers.

This “One of A Kind" pistol is etched with the
American Handgunner logo and has been custom-
serialized with “Handgunner 02" — never to be
repeated. Starting wilﬂ the superb stainless steel
Caspion frame and slide, this 5" gun features com-
monly requested enhancements covering reliability,
accuracy and ergonomics. The final resu?t is a fine
handgun for the field, range or self-defense use.

Equipped with target sights with a fiber optic
front insert, bull burrj for added weight, match-
grade critical parts, checkering and final custom
polish and bead blast, the sum of the parts shows
the attention to detail Gemini Customs, LLC is
rapidly becoming famous for.

25 LPI Checkering
Hilson Custom parts

Ed Brown kactical safety, magazine catch
and mainspring housing

Briley supported reverse recoil plug
Bomar BMCS adjustable rear sight
Dawson Precision Fiber Optic front sight
Hings stainless steel ejector

(85 disconnector

Wolff springs

Anrends custom grips

This month’s winner also receives a custom hol-
ster/mag pouch combo from High Noon Holsters and
an Al Mar SERE 2000 facfical foﬂier, etched with the
American Handgunner logo. High Noon, famous for
their line of rugged, real-world carry holsters, is up
to the fask of carrying this Gemini Customs, LLC Gov-
ernment Model. The Al Mar SERE 2000, (an award
winning design) featuring VG-10 blade steel, deep
Eocket clip and textured G-10, completes this unique,

ighly customized package, available only to Amer-
ican Handgunner readers.

Gemini Customs, LLC il Mar Hnives
2262 Lovisville Rd. PO Box 2295
Frankfort, Hentucky 40601 Tualatin, Oregon 97062
(502) 227-7889 (503] 670-080
Wi geminicustoms.com Wi almarknives.com
High Noon Holsters
PO Box 2138
Palm Harbor, Florida 34682
[727) 786-7528
wiww HighNoonHolsters.com

&N AL MAR SERE 2000!

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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hrough the years, we have seen

the continuous revolution of the
great handgun caliber contro-
versy with strong support for
virtualy everything, from the smallest to
the largest cartridges that can be carried.
Right or wrong, good or bad, each one of
these people has had their reasons for their
choices. Grady Pardue was no exception.

Born in Texas around the turn of the
century, Grady Pardue became inter-
ested in guns and shooting at an early
age, and later worked as a deputy sheriff
in a small town somewhere in West
Texas. The gun he carried for duty was
a Colt Single Action Army revolver in
.45 Colt.

Made in 1923, this Colt SAA bears
serial number 345184, but the replaced
frontstrap was made in 1887, suggesting
the original was damaged, or altered in
some way. Although the .45 Colt
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GUNS WITH A PAST |

THE GUNS OF GBA])Y PABI)UE

For This Lawman, Only The .45 Colt Would Do!

Gary Paul Johnston

cylinder looks to be original to the gun,
the barrel is obviously a replacement,
and since it's a factory 4%" barrel, the
gun may have had a longer barrel, or
again, the original barrel could have
been damaged.

Although the history of Grady’s Colt
SAA prior to his owning it may be inci-
dental, what was done to the gun (pre-
sumably by him) is interesting. As was
popular then, a Marble “gold” bead front
sight was professionally fitted to the gun,
possibly to provide a better sight picture
as well as making the gun shoot to point
of aim. This particular front sight replace-
ment required the original be filed down,
leaving only a short nub. The Marble
sight came with a groove in its bottom
and two holes drilled through it from side
to side. Two hardened pins were also fur-
nished. This sight was slipped over what
was left of the front sight and tapped into
place against the barrel. Using the two
holes as pilots, the original front sight
nub was then drilled and the two pins
driven through both sights and peened.
The result was a new custom sight that
was asrigid as the original post.

. Alon.g withiits barrel, the

frontstrap of GradyPardue’s
.-45 Colt Single Action Army
was replaced lon.

A Marble’s gold bead front |
sight ;eplaces rhe or:gmal
o

F re% Grady’s
¢olr ew%‘) %& Iso a

=445 caliber. wb;nﬁ.‘:re than
a match for twod @rmed rob-
bers when it spo[(e
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While little else about this gun is
known in connection with Grady Pardue,
it shows signs of having been carried a
lot, and it has aso fired plenty of rounds.
However, it remains in excellent shooting
condition and is about as accurate as any
45 Colt SAA.

Southern Calif. Sheriff

During the Great Depression Grady
Pardue moved to Southern California
and was first hired by the town of
Arcadia, then later by the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Office (LASO).
Although he brought his Colt SAA with
him, he didn’'t carry it on duty in Cali-
fornia, but instead purchased a double
action Colt New Service. While many of
his fellow deputies carried .38 Special
revolvers, Grady's New Service was
chambered in the .45 Colt cartridge he
was so familiar with.

Becoming well respected as a
lawman, Grady Pardue’s Texas roots
and his sense of right and wrong made
him a leader. Sometime around 1940, an
incident occurred that catapulted
Grady’s reputation into that of a living
legend. In the town of Arcadia, on
Double Drive (now Santa Anita) there
was a meat locker not far from where
the old Pony Express Museum stood.
Although the museum is long gone, the
meat locker remained at least until sev-

eral years ago, and may still be there.

One day while Grady was on patrol
nearby, he received a call of arobbery in
progress at the meat locker. As he pulled
into the parking lot, Grady saw two
armed men run out of the locker toward
their vehicle. Drawing his big .45 Colt
New Service, Grady ducked out of his
patrol car as the pair opened fire on him
from a distance of about 15 yards. As
the suspects’ guns blazed, Grady
brought his Colt up and answered them
both with his own big 255 grain .45
slugs. Grady’s aim was deadly, and
within seconds both robbers lay dead on
the ground.

Although he was considered a hero,
Grady didn’t think much about it. He
just happened to be in the right place at
the right time and did his job. Contin-
uing with the LASO for many more
years, Grady retired sometime around
the late 1950's or early 1960’s, but his
reputation lived on for many years with
those who worked with him. Grady
Pardue passed away in the early 1970’s,
and until now, no one with the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Office prob-
ably ever heard of him. Although there
are no known photos of Grady, his two
Coltsremain in the collection of afellow
law enforcement officer who knew him.

The real thing, indeed, and ﬁ
his guns speak for him.

HEY COWBOY
SHOOTERS!

efore you
kiss the girl,
snug down
your white
Stetson and ride off
into the sunset, why
not do one more
good deed? This
beautiful silver
mounted gun rig and
custom ivory-stocked
Colt SAA will be auc-
tioned off to benefit
the Happy Trails
Foundation’s Cooper
Home. The Cooper °

Home is a worthy endeuvor providing residential
care and treatment for 40 abused boys aged 11 to
15 years. There exisis a long waiting list of other
needy young men and your help is needed.

Raffle tickets are S10 each or 11 for $100.
The drawing will be held on December 14, ‘02
and you need not be present to win. More infor-
mation is available by calling (760) 240-3330 or
at www.happytrails.org

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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A jig is used tokeep sear
enga uniform.
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SMITH'S NEWEST IS A

CHARLES E. PETTY

ong before we had IPSC, IDPA
or speed shooting there was just
one competitive pistol event.
And way before S&W had
Third, or even Second Genera-
tion pistols they had a target
pistol that was a real player. The sport
was NRA Bullseye pistol and the gun
was the Model 52 Master.

The Model 52 evolved from the
9mm Model 39, but it was a true target
pistol and compliment to S& W's superb
Model 41. In bullseye pistol, there are
three matches: .22, centerfire and .45
caliber handguns. Originally, bullseye
events were shot with revolvers, but
following World War 11 the use of auto-
matic pistols grew — primarily as gun-
smiths learned how to accurize the
Government Model .45. The improve-

BLEND OF SMM POWER
AND CLASSIC AGGURAGY.

SMITH & WESSON

ments in .22 autoloaders came from
High Standard and Colt. But the center-
fire match was a different story. Long
after autoloaders ruled the other phases,
you saw a lot of Colt or Smith &
Wesson .38 Special revolvers in the
centerfire matches.

Custom gunsmiths began to convert
Colt .38 Super pistols to shoot .38 Spe-
cial wadcutter ammunition, but there
was a very real demand for a .38 Special
pistol from a major maker. Smith’s
involvement began with a project that
adapted their Model 39 to shoot the
short-lived .38 AMU for Army and Air
Force pistol teams, but the cartridge
really didn’t gain much acceptance.
Demand for the more easily found .38
Special wadcutter ammo continued to
rise. The result was, in 1961, a modified

efs a touch up.
Details ... it’s all in
the defails.

gger of a 952
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IN MUL
Load
Black Hills 124 gr. JHP
Federal Gold Medal 124 gr. FMJ
Speer Gold Dot 147 gr. JHP
Remington Disintegrator 105 gr.
Remington Match 147 gr. FMJ
Winchester Winclean 147 gr. BEB

Velocity 1 3
1216 10 122
1096 127 0.81

918 183 1.91
1195 125 114
920 i) 1.52
934 094 0.98

Notes: Accuracy resuits
are ten shot groups at 25
yd. from Ransom Rest.
Velocity is instrumental
at 19’ as measured by a
PACT chronograph.

Model 39 with the double-action trigger
locked out. It became the Model 52.

The Model 52 is a joy to shoot. It is
also the hardest target pistol there is to
shoot well. The light recoil and modest
slide pace lull the shooter into a false
sense of security. The gentle recoil
which makes it so attractive is aso the
curse. The leisurely pace at which the
bullet goes down the barrel means that a
shooter who fails to properly follow-
through can actually begin to relax
before the bullet has left the barrel and
turn a shot that would have been a ten

Hand @pping for y R ,.i
slide/ fraiﬁe fit.

.ﬂ:

e —
| =

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

into a nine — or worse.

As the popularity of bullseye competi-
tion waned, sales of the Model 52, never
large, dropped too and the gun disap-
peared from the catalog. It has been in
and out of the catalog and right now it's
out, but a gun can be specially ordered
through the Performance Center, if you
just have to have one.

And Why Not?

One of the things that made the Model
52 so much fun was the shape of the grip
which just plain feels good, and an

It’s not right until it is.

almost-always great trigger pull. So now,
with the rise of IDPA and changes in
IPSC rules that don’t always penalize the
9mm, once more there is a need for areal
target pistol from a major manufacturer.
What could be more logical than to
update the basic Model 52 design,
chamber it for the 9mm Luger — which
is now competitively cool — and have
the whole thing put together by the Per-
formance Center. Voila. We have the
Model 952.

A cursory glance won't show many dif-

Continued on page 103
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W GUN OWNERS

v wnether you are a firearms professional,
lifetime shooter or first-time gun buyer.

Ly
-Ill:'lp,_

g

handguns, rifles and optics you can own.
Quality craftsmanship, superior design,

proven reliability- and a lifetime warranty. ‘

Because it's all about trust.
& 1911 Micro Compact

Sprngheld’s now Micro Compact reiniorces o
dominance as the world leader mi 1911 pisids

The Oldest Mame In Amerecan Fireams.

SPRINGFIELD — T——
ARMORY USA ‘

STTIFI . ag '] oy = T
WWW.SDI ”FJJH lela ory.com Accurate, reliable and powerful, the 51 A rifle remalins

1 80 0 6 80 ﬁ 8 6 6 the worldeg lams stamdard for sustained precision fune,
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A Steve Tarani Video

ne of the most frustrating ele-

ments of the 9-11 attack is the

feeling of helplessness many

Americans experienced after-
wards. If you're like most, you wished
you could have been aboard those
planes — to help fight back.

Seeing the real-world need for serious
survival tactics for today’s travellers,
Steve Tarani offers his video, “Airborne
Defense”. Steve's background makes him
highly qualified to share his thoughts and
experiences on the matter. A full-time
defensive tactics instructor, Steve travels
the globe teaching essential elements of
officer survival.

In this video, Steve introduces civil-
iansto tactics used in military and police
training. His concepts on close-quarters
self-defense, often using improvised
weapons, raises the bar on how a citizen
might respond in an emergency. It's
down and dirty fighting and he advocates
winning at all costs.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

If you think about it, it would seem
nearly impossible for three or four
poorly armed terrorists to take over a
passenger jet. Yet it happens. A con-
certed, focused defense, using effective
weapons that virtually surround us, can
— and does — change the tide. From
rolled magazines to spiked women’s
shoes, Steve's common-sense ideas are
profiled, demonstrated and examined in
the real-world environment of the cabin
of ajet.

While not dealing with firearms, this
video offers simple, easy to remember
tools that anyone could benefit from. If
you are ever in adangerous, defensive
situation, have the skills, motivation and

tools to respond to the threat lﬁ
— and let’s win the next one.

For further information, contact Cre-
ative Concepts, 15 Shade Tree Lane,

Tijeras, NM 87059; (866) 8VIDEOS;
WwWW.8668videos.com

SETS THE STAMDARD

FOR SAFETY, RELIABILITY

i D EASE-OF-USE.

SPRINGFIELD
ARMORY USA

l 1'!an"l ﬁ"}ll hhhﬁ
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JOHN MORRISON

y first thought when | opened the
box was, “I’'m the wrong guy for
this.” I'm not picky about the
oils and lubes | use on firearms,
I’m nasty-hyper-critical, in the
way only people who have shot for their
lives can be. | don't have brand-name loy-
alty, just reliability-loyalty. “Wrong guy,” |
muttered, “to send this advertiser-durry.”

That was six months ago. My stan-
dards haven't changed, but my gun care
products have. Tetra Gun makes a com-
plete line of quality arms care products,
centered on their non-petroleum, fluo-
ropolymer-based |ubricants.

If you're not familiar with fluo-
ropolymer, it’s slicker than owl snot —
that's a technical term — and it actualy
bonds into most metals rather than just
lying on top of them. All the lubes are
stable from 100 degrees below zero to
750 above, beyond which I'm pretty
much null and void anyway. They also
have a seizure point 10 times higher than
my FFL — Former Favorite Lubricant, |
mean — and three times higher than my
FF cleaner-preservative. The tech data is
impressive, but | was more impressed
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with the results | saw, felt and touched.

The liquid lubricant and bore condi-
tioner already has a lot of good press,
mostly from handloaders who claim some
pretty striking velocity gains. Start with a
clean, dry, warm barrel and make about
20 wet-patch passes, then 20 dry swabs to
bed the particles and remove excess car-
rier. Expect the first couple of shots to be
flyers, and you’'re done. Repeat every
1,000 rounds.

| don’t play with chronographs much,
but | was really impressed with the very
visible decrease in barrel fouling, and
that’s got to mean lower friction. This
lube is for dlides, rails, bushings — any-
where you need good lube to migrate. I’ll
save the best for later.

The Gun Grease is your basic heavy-
duty camming, ramming, anti-jamming
treatment. It's goose-crap-slick, but stays
put where you apply it better than anything
I’ve used in 40-plus years, especialy in
extreme heat. And there'sthat “best” part.

Tetra's spray Cleaner & Light Lubri-
cant is, for my money, the shining star of
their lineup, and by far the best triple-
threat product I’ve used. The solvent

action is terrific, even removing crud
from three pistols | had just cleaned with
my FFL — areal crunch test. Just clean
thoroughly, wipe dry, and you're left with
both a nice level of lubrication and a
residual dry finish like a fine, hard wax
that slides over fabric and leather, but has
just the slightest “tack” to bare fingers.

| was so tickled with this stuff, it was
embarrassing. | hate that. So | hammered
it for six months, from southern Cali-
fornia’s muggy summer heat through
sand-blasting, grit-blowing winds in the
Nevada desert, freezing fall rains, heavy,
wet snows and 14-below in the high
Rockies. I'm still tickled, but no longer
embarrassed. I'm sold.

And that best part? This fluouropolymer
stuff just does not seem to attract lint, dust
and grit. I'm sure it has something to do
with runaway electrons and missing pro-
tons, and | don’t care. It works. Tetra-Gun

gets my business, and my lﬂ

hard-won trust.

For complete product information
and on-line ordering, log onto
www.tetr aproducts.com
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POWER TOOL!
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Vigit our Web-site
wirw.mechtechsys.com
~Tech Systems Carbine Conversion Unit Made in the

For Your Glock~ & 1911-Style Semi-Auto Pistols USA!

Are Power Tools on Your Wish List? The CCU Carbne Cormversion Unl from
Mech-Tech is the quick. easy and economical way 1o adkd power, accuracy and vecsalil-  See your locai lirearms dealer or con-
iy o your favorite pisiol! In just seconds you can coiver! your Glock or T811-5tde  fach ug for 2 dealer near you. Nalion-
pistod ke 3 power-packing, sharp-shooting carbine that is perfect lor seilhome-oe-  wite dealer ist availabie on our web-
fense, sport and hunting. The CCU iz essily insialied with pheolulely np gunsmithing  site. Reguest our free brochure.
oF specisl lools requined and [s instantly reversible. Mech-Tech offers specially de- Mech-Tech 3ysiems Inc.
signed CCU accessones including: Adiustable iron Sight System, Poly-Slock Inserls, P.0. Box 5517
Muzzis-Mounled Accessory Rall, and Ballistic Nylon Slock Cover. Available in 8 variety Ksligpell, MT 59900
of popuiar Glock and 1911 calibers. Add a Mech-Tech CCU lo your wish st todey! 1- !FF "‘q"i J083
Uindaash the Power!

MNE 'l'l'lA‘l"

Wih over 150 years of combined compebine shoobng
sxpanancs, neary 250 years of combmned reloading exper-
- ence and over 275 years of combined hunting egenence,
- OUR DA ISCTeCEes Nannt Déoe Dbt S Oode Ml W

,I -r ‘ﬂ"’r*‘ﬁ ‘r-.l.. !
e, DoReat ke or o Dedt ket |
The Sierra Toll-Free Tech Guys.

Been there! Done that!

1400 Wast Hanry Sireal « Seciils, WO 85301
Cal TOLL-FREE T-B00-230-0M00 ko bl SigigndeT, AR S bosiirnied 1-000-220 3008,
Mon. - B Fam. fo W om Ceniral Tioe
SE-EIT-EI00 « FAK BE0-AT7=I899 + gl migrr i siamahiliefs Oovm
Cartac] pousr ciealpy ko e complsle Bne of Siarre Bullets o viall
Wi slemaliallets. com
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WILLIAM BATTEHMAN RUGER

meric
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JUNE 21, 1916 - JIIlY 6, 2002

ew people familiar with firearms
would fail to recognize the Ruger
name. From it’s humble begin-
nings in 1949 in a small workshop
in Southport, Conn., to its present place
as the largest firearms maker in
America, Ruger has been a consistent
leader in design, innovation and value.
Ruger’s first offering — his .22 target
auto — immediately pushed the com-
pany into the spotlight.

Accurate and affordable, the .22 led
the way toward a legion of designs that
proved, again and again, the design
genius of the man behind the company.
Following on the heels of the semiauto
.22, the Single Six was a .22 caliber
single action revolver with an entirely
new lock-work design using coil springs.
Capitalizing on the western rage
sweeping the country, Ruger’s offering
brought the excitement and lure of the
Old West into the hands of tens of thou-
sands, and built the foundation for later
large bore single action designs, like the
Blackhawk and Super Blackhawk series.

Unlike many traditional corporate
leaders, Bill Ruger kept his hands in
machine oil and personally designed the
overwhelming mgjority of his company’s
offerings. Regardless of the degree of his
personal involvement, his touch and influ-
ence remained an integral part of every
design up until his passing. It was not
uncommon for Ruger to stop, while
passing through the plant, take off his coat
and plunge his arms into machine ail to
help a machinist. The “Old Man,” as he
was affectionately known throughout the
industry, demanded his guns perform in the
real world, while remaining affordable to
virtually anyone who wanted — or needed
— one. And he saw to it personally.
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ROY HUNTINGTON

According to R.L.
Wilson, firearms historian
and Ruger’s biographer:
“Ruger was a true firearms
genius who mastered the disciplines of
inventing, designing, engineering, manu-
facturing and marketing, better than
anyone since Samuel Colt. No one in the
20th century so clearly dominated the
field, or was so skilled at articulating the
unique appeal of quality firearms for
legitimate uses.”

More than firearms

Ruger was a true Renaissance man, in
the fullest meaning of the term, and his
interests included a wide-range of arenas.
Antique firearms captured his imagina-
tion and he was a common sight at auc-
tions around the world. Nineteenth cen-
tury Western American art, antique cars
(he owned more than 30 fine vehicles,
from Bentleys to a 1913 Mercer Race-
about), and even the design and construc-
tion of his own classic auto, only touch
on some of the man’s passions. His 92-
foot yacht, the Titania, was born from his
own design pen.

Bill Ruger’s philanthropy was evident

through charities in the communi-
ties where his factories were
located, as well as the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center in Cody, Wyo., where
he served as a member of the Board of
Trustees for over 15 years.

Ruger is survived by his son, William
B. Ruger, Jr., who is the current
Chairman of the company, and daughter
Carolyn R. Vogel, six grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, the late Mary
Thompson Ruger and a son, James
Thompson “Tom” Ruger.

Ruger has been compared to John M.
Browning and called a modern American
firearms genius. The accolades are well-
deserved and indeed, millions of people
the world over were introduced to the
joys of shooting due to the quality and
affordability of a Ruger firearm. From
law enforcement to target shooters,
hunters, precision riflemen and shotgun-
ners, Ruger’s legacy will continue in the
form of future design innovations from
his company, and in the fond memories
so many have of time spent in the field

with their Ruger firearms. q
Rest easy, Bill.
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THE AMAZING Wear What Fou lont” CONCEALED HOLSTER

NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW YOU'RE EAHH‘I’IHE

THE IDEAL DEEP CON-
CEALED HOLSTER THAT
YOULL WEAR ALL
YEAR LONG. PERFECT

FOR NORMAL RIG-
y OROUS ACTIVITY. _
DEFENSELESS QUICK ACCESS 10 TOTALLY CONCEALED

] | YOUR WEAPON.
1]
T Ao |r|r.||_:||l'||* the freedom of |

wisaring shorts, jeans, sweats, shocks, T-Shirts, even swimming frunks, Lecave your shirt neathy hecked in or, toke your SHIRT OFF!
Imaging a holster with no dathing restrictions! Worn on the kips For all day & night combort siing or standing - designed by o
wearer, THUMDERWEAR™ has sizes ko conceal ||:|r5& aulos such ai 45% down ko 22 and every weapon in betwean, Perbech

COMPLETE COMFORT

far revebvers usm By UNDERCOVER POLCE, FBl.” N —
~;' S AL Crimson Trace
- s fawn u.m “» ORDER TODAY 1-800-830-3057 Credit Cord Orders and
*-;, Ripler's Daliow 544.95 plus $8.95 S&H MY residents odd 8-1,/2% tax LSS -
S~ ~5=4 or FAX YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE 888-830-3058 or 516-877-2048 Ask Usl
Phene Mumber | ) Waist Size: _Right | Left| |Gun Make ___ Model #
Chack Enclosed | | Please enclose your name & oddress. Make checks payoble to:

Defense Security Products
& El 3-01 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 108, OLD BROOKNVILLE, HY 11545 DiltaviE
L Visit our “Secore™ Homepage - hitp:/ /www.thunderwear.com  casc l‘—il

Evolution Gun Works, Inc.

EEXPIRT KHOWLEDGE AND EVOLVING TECHMICAL CAPABILITIIS, RESULTIMNG 1M SUPERIGE BILVABILITY

Werir ik clmienelye Breast 18 forr
T ORI 1T FHRS, OF ONF
I grality cuestows peris, The
.';.L'.'n'.'-' '.'.""..'H'l."el."u'.- Daits aalir s
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COSISTErI Y, TV RO GV
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ok cat connd on B

Ghiality Custom Parts and-Service from Evolution Gun WWoks

il P e I | It ot b=t Thietribisier

FHOME 215 3489892 « FAX 215-348-1058 Aailoble Direct and th L salact Diskibolors

4050 SHYRON DRERAL - DOYLISTOWN PA 1ES1 EGW occepls VibA - MasterCond . and AMEX
W EGW G UNE. COM
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Got Knives and Gear?

Get this Kit!

Clean * Sharpen ° Lubricate * Protect

= Dry Bonded
non-toxic TUF™
Protection &
Lubrication

= The GATCO®
Micro X®
4-Rod
Sharpener

PLUS...
durable lint-free
cleaning tools

Call your dealer, or call 800-546-8049
Dealers - call your distributor or us
Made in USA by Sentry Solutions Ltd., Contoocook, NH 03229-0130

603-746-5687 « Fax 603-746-5847
www.sentrysolutions.com < Email kck@sentrysolutions.com

CCESSORY
\"'\-\. N: LTslsw Year”

N —

NSA

Originally designed for an agency that would
like to remain anonymous... great for
anyone who desires discretion and
dependability. The NSAIl isworn inside
the pants and locks onto the belt with
Galco’s injection molded nylon J-Hook, which
allows for easy on/off without removing the belt.
The NSA Il is made of premium saddle leather and
features a combat grip and molded .
sight rails.

The NSA is available in a natural
finish in right or left handed
designs and sdIs for $59.95 + S&H.

To order our catalog send $8.00 to: Galco International
2019 W. Quail Ave. Dept. AH « Phoenix, AZ 85027

Phone 623-434-7070 « Fax 800-737-1725

800-US-Galco(874-2526) « www.usgalco.com
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AYOOB FILES

Continued from page 42

pistolwhips them with his ever-present
handgun. His reputation on the street is
that of a sadist who loves to brutalize
those he robs, particularly when he's
ripped on drugs — usually Phencyclidine,
PCP, a horse tranquilizer abused by
humans to create berserker rage, psy-
chotic violence, and superhuman strength
and stamina. Davis will testify later he
knew when Bubblegum was on drugs, he
“would get wild and violent and go on his
missions ... sticking-up people who lived
inthe area.”

Davis was 15 or 16 when he first
experienced Bubblegum, who, with a
partner robbed Davis and another young
male at gunpoint and then forced them to
strip nude. A second encounter took place
when Davis was about 18. Bubblegum
caught him walking alone at night near
the corner of 147th Street and St.
Nicholas Avenue.

Davis would later testify, “(A)s soon
as | turned the corner on 147th Street,
Bubblegum was there. He grabbed me by
my shirt and said, ‘Come here, come
here, little bitch.” He had a gun out. He
went in my pocket. (He was pointing the
gun) towards my chest. He took the
money | had in my pocket ... told me to
get the f*** out of there.”

During spring of 1992 came the worst
attack. Lured into a building by a street
person, Davis found Bubblegum waiting
for him. Stripped naked, robbed, pistol-
whipped by Bubblegum after repeatedly
having his head smashed against a wall,
Davis was savaged in anew way.

“That is when he raped me,” Davis
later testified. “He stuck his penisin me.
| was bent down. | told you he held me
against the wall. | kept screaming, telling
him ‘STOP.” | wasin pain. He said, ‘ Shut
the f*** up.” He said he would treat me
like one of the bitches. After he stopped
he hit me again. | was on the floor. Then
he was zipping up his pants. Then he
tells me next time he sees me he is going
to kill me.”

And then, at 9 p.m. on the night of
June 20, Davis stood on the corner of
146th Street and Amsterdam and saw
Bubblegum for the first time since that
man sodomized him and threatened
death. They made eye contact. And the
big man focused on him like a laser
weapon engaging its target.

Ronald Davis felt what Tom Clancy
called, “the sum of al fears.”

The Shooting

Davis ducks around the corner, out of
sight. Terror grows within him. He walks
quickly to an apartment on 146th and
borrows a handgun from someone he
knows. He is thinking only, “I’m not
going to let him hurt me again.”

Armed without license by the authori-
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ties, a felony for first offense in New
York, Davis reconnoiters the area, hoping
to spot the man he fears so he can escape.
He sees Bubblegum on the West side of
Amsterdam, near 147th Street. Davis
crosses to the East side. Trying to get
away he seeks refuge in the apartment of
a friend. But the friend does not answer
the buzzer, and the foyer to the apartment
building is locked from the inside.
Trapped in the vestibule, Davis looks
over his shoulder and sees Bubblegum
has spotted him and already crossed the
street after him and is moving fast, trailed
by afemale companion.

Still in a state of terror,
Davis runs as fast as he
can down 146th street.

Davis considers running, and rejects it.
Every time he has been threatened by Bub-
blegum before, the man had a gun. The
man had threatened to kill him the next
time he saw him. Thisisthat next time.

Davis will say later, “I didn’t want to
get shot in my back.”

His back to the wall in terror, his eyes
fixed on Bubblegum like a mouse staring
at an oncoming snake, Bubblegum glares
back. The giant felon and the woman
walk by Davis and take a few more steps
toward the corner, and it looks as if no
harm will pass.

Then it happens. Bubblegum tells his
companion, a thief and doper trying to
sell him a stolen cell phone, “I have to
hit this guy off.” He turns toward
Davis, his hand reaching to his huge
waist where Davis knows Bubblegum
carries his gun.

“Stricken with panic,” as the Second
Circuit will describe him, Davis thinks
only, “Beat him to the draw!” Davis
pulls the illegal handgun and darts to his
right, trying to keep the width of his
turning antagonist’s body between him-
self and the gun he is certain Bubblegum
isreaching for. For an instant he is behind
his rapist, and he fires.

Davis shoots again and again, not
counting the bullets driving into the broad
back of the man who calls himself Bub-
blegum. The big man crumples. Still in a
state of terror, Davis runs as fast as he can
down 146th street.

Eddie Ray Leonard is down, down
and dying on the dirty sidewalk of Ams-
terdam Avenue. These mean streets have
tasted much blood before, of the innocent
and the guilty alike, and thisis a day the
fates have chosen for the guilty to bleed.
But just because the Harlem streets will
not be stained with Ronald Davis' blood
today does not mean they cannot still
claim hislife.

Ronald Davis will be charged with
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murder in the death of “Bubblegum”
Leonard. And he will be convicted of
manslaughter.

The Conviction

Those whose work constantly expose
them to the unrelieved grimness of
human suffering and death take refuge in
gallows humor. Thus, “popping Bub-
blegum.” Thus, the famous NYPD homi-
cide investigator who characterized
deaths like Bubblegum’s as “misde-
meanor murder.” Suffering breeds cyni-
cism, and cynicism breeds the sarcasm of
unofficial comments like these.

But in the United States, officialdom
handles homicide, and officialdom is
notably bereft of humor in these matters
—agallows variety or any other kind. It is
said God notices even the sparrow fall,
and it is certainly true the State takes it
seriously when even a vulture falls. The
law bestows upon an evil man the same
rights as the good man.

A senior member of the Guardians, the
African-American association of NYPD
officers, once said, “70 percent of the
crime in this city is committed by blacks,
against blacks.” Bubblegum was a one-
man wave of violent black-on-black
crime, and some found poetic justice in
the fact he died committing his final such
offense. As in most high-crime areas, the
overwhelming majority of Harlem resi-
dents are victims or potentia victims, not
perpetrators. It is safe to say there were
few in Harlem who felt anything but
relief at the death of Eddie Ray Leonard,
but even the worst monsters have people
who love them and want their deaths
avenged. The last words of Ted Bundy’s
mother to the serial sex-killer before his
execution were, “You'll always be my
precious son.” The System does not tabu-
late an incident like this one as “Good
Guys 1, Scumbags 0.” It treats it as the
death of acitizen.

The Davis/Leonard shooting was seen
by some as “career criminal committing
felony by carrying illegal gun fatally
shoots other career criminal in back mul-
tiple times and runs away.” When Ronald
Davis was “sent up the river,” the river
might have been named “Retreat
Requirement.” While there are many
issues in the case, each was something of
atributary to that main stream that flowed
toward conviction.

For instance, it turned out the dead
man was armed not with a gun, but with a
carpet cutter. Not until September 11
would most Americans recognize this
device as the deadly weapon it certainly
is. At the time of the Leonard shooting,
the lethality of a carpet cutter or box
cutter was a secret well-kept among crim-
inals worldwide. In England, the popular
street weapon is known as a “Liverpool
credit card.” However, the trial judge
viewed it as a lesser weapon, and the
defendant’s perception he was about to be
shot as ssimply culpable bad judgment.
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Davis appears to have been compe-
tently represented at trial. The Defense
got in the prior assaults by Leonard
though they had never been docu-
mented. They inserted Leonard’s state-
ment to the woman (“1 have to hit this
guy off”) even though Davis had never
heard it and thus it could not have con-
tributed to the decisional process for
which he was being judged. Anyone
familiar with trial tactics can confirm
this was good lawyering.

What made the conviction a fait
accompli was the trial judge’s refusal to
allow an instruction to the jury that the
shooting could be a justifiable homicide.
She felt such a defense was void because
she didn’t think Davis had lived up to the
retreat requirement.

Introducing Wolff Magazines for
Colt 1911 & Commander .45 ACP

This magazine s made of slainless steel and uses
our Wolff 11 pound extra power Colt magazine
spring and a traditional stepped flat-type follower
Designed for the serious shooler, we believe this
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performance. Mot only the best choice for hardball
loade, this magazine assures proper feading with
heavier recoil springs required for hot or heavy
loads. The Waolfl logo is on the side so you kKnow
that you have a genuine Wolff magazine and
genuine Wolff performance. Available with or
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She thought not, and this judge
allowed no justification argument, only
the partial defense of “extreme emo-
tional disturbance.”

The Second Circuit later summa-
rized, “The jury accepted Davis's testi-
mony with respect to his extreme emo-
tional disturbance; it acquitted him of
the Murder charge, but convicted him of
Manslaughter in the first degree and A S
criminal possession of a weapon in the il
second degree. He was sentenced to Teealment Hﬂlsﬁﬁ
concurrent prison terms of seven to 21
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Roy Huntington, American Handgunner Magazine

brief on the subtleties of the retreat
requirement and how it must be applied
under New York law. Her carefully crafted
advocacy demolished the Prosecution’s
arguments brick by brick until none of the
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State’s arguments were left standing.

It was argued by the other side that
because Davis had not actually seen Bub-
blegum’s gun he could not have reason-
ably believed himself to be in such
danger as to warrant deadly force. The
Second Circuit agreed with Gallagher
that prior knowledge of Bubblegum
aways carrying a gun, frequently using it
criminally, and having threatened to kill
Dauvis, al created reasonable belief on the
defendant’s part that the offender could
and would kill him.

The law has never demanded the bad
guy have a particular weapon, only that
his actions create a reasonable belief on
the part of the good guy that the bad guy
possesses the power to kill. Bub-
blegum’s cumulative actions certainly
did so. Besides, the higher court also
recognized at the time of the shooting
that Bubblegum was close enough to
Davis to murder him with the “carpet
knife” he did possess. And he was
reaching for it when he stated he would
“hit (Davis) off.”

The trial judge determined Davis
lost the right to self-defense when he
returned to Amsterdam Avenue after
first observing Bubblegum. The Second
Circuit found otherwise and sided with
Davis, stating, “Under the terms of
Section 35.15, the duty to retreat does
not arise until the defendant forms a
reasonable belief that the other person
‘is using or about to use deadly phys-
ical force.” The New York Court of
Appeals ... further spelled out that this
duty does ‘not arise until the point at
which (the other person’s use of)
deadly physical force was (actually
occurring) or imminent.””

In other words, Davis didn't have a
duty to retreat until Bubblegum reached
to his waist. By then, it would have been
impossible to do so in complete safety to

himself and others as prescribed by New
York law, because it was reasonable for
him to believe Bubblegum had a gun and
that he couldn’t outrun the bullets.

The opinion of the higher court
stated, “New York Law does not
obligate a person to leave a place he is
entitled to be merely because there is
another person present who might rep-
resent a future threat. It is only when
the threat becomes imminent that the
actor is obligated to withdraw if he can
do so in complete safety. We conclude
that, under the law of New York, Davis
did not lose his entitlement to the
defense of justification by reason of his
failure to withdraw from the Ams-
terdam Avenue neighborhood on seeing
Bubblegum there.”

The law does not
demand you throw a
baby from the sleigh

to appease the
pursuing wolves.

The Second Circuit reversed Ronald
Davis's conviction for Manslaughter. It
unfortunately allowed the conviction for
illegal gun possession to stand. It does
not appear the trial defense invoked the
common law principle of the Doctrine of
Competing Harms, known under the
New York rules as the Doctrine of
Necessity. Holding that one is allowed to
break the law under the rare circum-
stance where following the law could
cause more human injury than breaking
it, the Doctrine of Necessity basically
says a lesser evil is warranted by the

presence of agreater evil.

This is not used as often as it should
be in cases of this kind, in which the
firing of the gun is correct at law but its
possession technically violates the law.

The Davis decision by the Second Cir-
cuit confirms that, in jurisdictions which
require some effort at retreat before using
deadly force in self-defense when attacked
in public, the requirement exists only
when such retreat can be accomplished in
complete safety to oneself and others. The
law does not demand you throw a baby
from the sleigh to appease the pursuing
wolves. Nor that you turn your back on a
weapon being drawn by someone who
obviously meansto kill you.

It is incumbent upon the armed citizen
to know whether or not retreat is required
in the given jurisdiction. Some states
don’t require it, and none require it when
assaulted by an intruder in the home —
under the doctrine that “a man's home is
his castle, and attacked there he may
stand his ground and need not retreat.”

Nonetheless, if circumstances do

alow it, at least atoken effort at retreat is
always a good idea. If nothing else, it
shows those who judge you later you
made every attempt to avoid using lethal
force until there was nothing else you
could do. And that you fired as an
absolute last resort, as the ﬂ
law universally demands.
The author wishes to thank use-of-force
instructor and law researcher Ed Man-
delbaum and tactical firearms expert and
attorney Seve Harris for their invaluable
assistance in making this article possible.
Massad Ayoob wrote the authoritative
text on civilian use of deadly force in
self-defense, “ In the Gravest Extreme.”
He has been an expert witness in many
justifiable homicide cases.

Tough Alloy Steel Targets Built to Last!!

T1 Alloy Steel for standard velocity pistol, rim fire and center fire.
T520 Alloy for Magnum Pistol, Center Fire Rifle, and Shotgun Slugs.

Order by Phone 800-821-3475

STEEL SILHOUETTE TARGETS mountod on
spring bsaded periablz stands are excelloni for
repetiiive hamdgun precice. Shoot over and over
wilhoul reseiing. See and bear your hins  Targsts
g like & bell when B Spray past periodically
o conr hits, Promable dands disasacsisle withoul
s, 3" thick siesl. Reversible tapet surface

1 - Fall S [FSC, T 17 3 2 35 1T BF 0
12 « Half Siae IFSC, T1, 878 x 14 34 1900
1S - Pl Sang [FSC, TS26, 1T 24 29 12 10200
| = Porisbiy Simmcd i L

OFFCIAL FEFPER POFPFER tigets 87 over \

when b, Adjustabls v s with dil¥erent perwenad
loads. Offeet hinge allows for acardls calibribog iad
Bezlps prevent wind from knocking over targed. Man
alsn b used for sholgun peectioe with lead bindshod e
Bk dast loads. Ssurdy porinble base 33" thick sieel
Reversibibe 1ange surfisce for cuor lile

1 - Pull Popper, T1, 12 x £3 w'hese L0005
9006 = Full Pospps, TII0, 120X 47 s lmseg 17X
917 = BN Popwper, T, 55 28 wikiss TN

S - B Popper, TEN0, 8 X I3 wihens I35

POy Box B9R, Bockiord, 1L 611035

158% Dhssosani on ovcliers. omvr S ILER
5300 Pecagpng charge on oaders ander 19
JF5 o el chaipees FOB Ragckfd, [1lmis

Charge 1o your MasterCard™Visa

30 ey g 0 Lw erforcrmiend agonciey with 1)

RNI/EN_

CORPORATIOMN

Fax B 5=96d-0045 - Phone BH-E11-34T5
wich pape:
Dther stoes and dhaped availalle,
Sathfaction gumranteed. Do no shoot seel targets from
et e 1] vt (High Pear Rille, 100 b Min ) Shootes and

all epctaon e wonl safohy plicket i G of S Spaller

hnpymernbers. al.oom Amiaenis

Call For catalig,

102

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002



S&W 952

Continued from page 91

ferences. Therear sight is different and the
weird bushing of the original 52 is
replaced with the spherical style seen on
most Performance Center pistols. At first
glance it looks as if the 952 is now
equipped with a grip safety, for the back-
strap is movable, where the 52'sis not.

But it isn't a grip safety, it's a firing
pin safety that depends on the grip rather
than some connection with the trigger.
This is a descendent of the 1930s Swartz
firing pin safety once found on Colt Gov-
ernment Models and now seen on
Kimber’'s Series Il pistols, or S&W'’s
latest 945. It is a better design and has no
harmful effect on the trigger pull, which
is a creep-free 4 pounds.

The ammo chosen
was representative of
hoth match and
conventional loads
and the resuits held
one hig surprise.

The thingy that looked like a safety on
the Model 52 redlly is one now. Before, it
blocked the firing pin for dry firing, as
this one does, but this version has no
decocking function, like we're used to
with double-action S& W designs. The
single-column magazine has a nine round
capacity and the ubiquitous magazine
safety is present.

The grip shape is very comfortable,
which is a big factor in the shootability
department, but the mechanical stuff is
good too. As we're used to now from Per-
formance Center pistols, the slide to
frame fit is slick with no vertical or hori-
zontal movement. You can also feel the
thing lock up with a “snick” in that last
little bit of movement before the slide
goes completely into battery. That feel is
the result of the match barrel’s bottom lug
mating nicely with the slide stop pin. This
is how it's supposed to be.

One thing that hasn't changed is how
much fun it is to shoot. At 40 ounces, the
952 isn't exactly dainty so it absorbs quite
abit of recoil with weight alone. Recail is
not exactly brutal for the 9mm anyhow, so
it's possible to shoot the 952 fast with a
minimum of muzzle flip. The 952 does
not have the problem of slow bullets so —
while you still have to follow through just
as with any gun — it is not going to jump
up and bite you either.

The 952 is utterly reliable and joy-
ously accurate. Throughout my cus-
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tomary three step test there have been no
stoppages of any kind. First was about
100 rounds for break-in and familiariza-
tion. The second part was testing in the
Ransom Rest as shown in the table, and
the third step included shooting with a
wide variety of ammo with bullets of
every weight and shape. That part went
on longer than usual just because the
thing was so much fun to shoot.

In the Ransom Rest the 952 shot well,
with occasional flashes of absolute bril-
liance. Over the last year or so I've had
the opportunity to shoot several custom
9mm pistols and chosen six different
loads that had shot well in the other guns.
So, as a matter of curiosity, the 952 was
tested with exactly the same ammo.

First-Shot Opener

There were a few cases where the
first shot opened the group up by about
1/2" but it was not an always-thing and
seemed to be getting better as the round
count went up. Sadly, my testing can’t
shoot the thousands of rounds that
would normally go through a gun like
this and | have no doubt this effect
would disappear over time.

The ammo chosen was representative
of both match and conventional loads and
the results held one big surprise. Early on
I knew | was going to be testing severd
9mm pistols, so it was important to pick
ammo that was available in sufficient
quantity. One of my rules is to make
every effort to include at least one load
from each of the major manufacturers.
When | got to Winchester, the only load |
had in sufficient quantity was a new
offering in their USA Winclean line of
low-lead ammo. These have jackets of
brass with the base covered with a brass
washer. These are called “BEB” for brass
enclosed base and are loaded with a lead
free primer. | mention al of this because
the 952 really loved this load. It is the
only one to average under an inch for ten
shot 25 yard groups. Accuracy had been
good in several other pistols but it was
outstanding here.

Shooting the 952 reminds me a little
of the Model 52, primarily because of the
grip shape, but everything else simply
happens faster. With the 52, slide move-
ment was slow and it was possible to feel
the several components of the slide cycle.
You'd even see the empty case hop
leisurely out of the port. Not so with the
952. Slide movement was brisk and emp-
ties were thrown well clear. The weight
really makes recoil be nearly negligible
and the accuracy leaves little to be
desired. It has none of the difficulties of
the Model 52 and is just as much fun. |
believe this is what handgun 11

shooting is all about.

For more information contact: Smith &
Wesson, 2100 Roosevelt Ave., Springfield,
MA 01102; (800) 331-0852 ext. 2904;
WWW.Smith-wesson.com
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SEMANTICS

Continued from page 54

shooter testimony and fact evidence
showed otherwise. Three that come to
mind are Kentucky vs. Rucker (SIG P226
9mm standard model auto), Georgia vs.
Crumbley (S&W Model 686 .357
revolver), and Florida vs. Alvarez (S& W
Model 64 .38 revolver) .

All three of these defendants were
acquitted, and | was proud to have
spoken for each in court, but all three
went through unnecessary torment that
might have been prevented with double
action only handguns. Even before
Alvarez went to trial and the false allega-
tion of his cocking his revolver was dis-
proven, his agency, the City of Miami
Police Department, ordered all service
revolvers on the PD rendered double
action only. Local officers referred to
them as “Alvarized” guns.

The Montreal Police did the same in
the wake of the Gossett incident. LAPD
had done so long before either shooting,
having not only seen, but experienced,
the horrendous liability potential of
cocked, too-easily-triggered guns in high
stress situations, and NY PD followed suit
sometime thereafter.

More Semantics

What of more recent designs that
aren’'t quite either fish or fowl? The
Heckler and Koch P7 squeeze cocking
pistol was never dubbed either single or
double action by its manufacturer, who
(perhaps wisely) skirted the issue by
innocuously describing the P7’s operation
mode as “continuous motion principle.”
This became an issue some years ago in
Detroit, when a homicide detective
making an arrest on a known killer shot
the man after he pulled a hatchet on the
investigator and his partners. The detec-
tive shot him with an HK P7.

The problem was that at the time,
DPD issued revolvers and allowed pri-
vately owned auto pistols to be carried by
their personnel only if they were “double
action.” While the shooting itself was
perfectly clean, one martinet of mid-level
supervisory rank didn’t like the detective
involved. He put in a complaint on him
for having shot the suspect with an unau-
thorized semiautomatic pistol that was
not double action as required. The issue
was bucked upstairs to a higher-ranking
commander.

Fortunately, what this second boss
lacked in technical firearms knowledge, he
made up for in common sense. He knew a
justifiable shooting when he saw one, and
was equally capable of recognizing an
occupational backstabbing. He called in
the involved detective and asked him to
explain the workings of the P7 pistol.
“Okay,” the supervisor said at length, “so
you have to squeeze in on that lever to
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cock it before you can shoot it, and the

trigger has to be pulled for it to fire?” The
P7 owner answered in the affirmative.
“Well, then,” said the supervisor. “It “IB Ball E“ys
= seems to me that squeezing it to cock it is
one action, and pulling the trigger to fire i
it is another action, and two separate e
COMBAT BOWIE actions mean double action as far as I'm

concerned.” He wrote off the complaint We make the m‘
BECKER KNIFE & TOOL as unfounded, solving the problem. How- in the .m““n

ever, it would not be a good career bet to s
"Knivas: That Wark For A Liv |r‘|-;|' assume that all po”ce wpervig)rs would M
handle such matters this way. Sy fyzmy ety
A definition of what is and isn’t double ,

LY MADE
TEX W action can have sweeping conseguences
department-wide. After the Alvarez matter - ’I’"'"’
and the DAO policy for al guns, Miami - )
street cops petitioned the department for

high capacity autos to better equip them to J,"L'_T" e —
face heavily armed drug dedlers. -

Opposing the concept, the then-chief gy S ey or ih.‘u!lrﬂ:dilll":
said sure, but the autos adopted would have iy e Rt
to be DAO just like the revolvers he pre- el
ferred. Beretta, SIG, and S&W saw no need =

to make such pistols for one department,
and it looked as if MPD would be stuck
with the wheelgun — until BATF ruled the

Glock pistol to be double action only. e
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reaching consequmcesmdeed,mthereal e 3--;-._-.-4_-1.,,.
world. Now, let’s get back to our case in gtz 7 o ey el o, B bl b e g
point, the Springfield Armory XD. .r_'_-;;mm-mr 2 i o i Pl

AR} il o A e B il o
Defining the XD S O D o N g
el il B o ([ e

Part of the problem with the XD is CAMMNOMSAFE INC
that in its first incarnation as the H-S oY AT PO AVENUE
2000, it was described as a single action BUILDING MUMBER B33
gun. “It was advertised in Europe as a San BERMARDMMD, CA D2A08
single action,” says Walt Rauch, a WO CANNORNSAFE, COM

founding board member of IDPA, as he
explains the organization’s decision.

In the November/December 2000 i - =
issue of American Handgunner, :Kﬂﬂgﬂr
Sebestyen Gorka wrote-up the H-S 2000. COLT = SFFINGFIELE - CASFIRN - PARRA CFD
He said, “The trigger is single action only SETRSNCHT = ARl vl

with along first stage...” | ACC-U-RAIL ]

As late as June 20, 2002, the perception Pttt
continued in some quarters of the firearms ol "“H‘\‘
press. That date’'s New Gun Week carried Hottel T -
an article by Scott Smith titled “ Spring- e e "
field XD Pistol Works For Duty, Defense, b
Competition.” Smith describes the XD as ——
“Having ... a crisp single-action type e Fiece Fraleyl §wast pn. S
trigger for accurate follow-up shots...” Zormd Lt e Bl A KRIDGER, e
Yet there is by no means consensus SPECEEa _,,T.::
that the XD is single action. Charlie Petty E215.00 == Fosberr i, 8 3

l':.l:-w-lﬂgr\-'rf |!_ll A

wrote in the June 2002 of Guns: “The
(XD’s) trigger has a little internal lever

i we've seen before but with a little more
www.camillusknives.com hype. Now it is a U.S.A. (Ultra Safety
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Assurance) Trigger System. The trigger
is, depending on how you view these
things, single-action or ‘double-action
only’ (which is what Springfield calls it).
Either way, the trigger is good, and a
marked improvement over what we're
used to with pistols of thistype.”

The Neither/Nor Position

Of late, even Springfield Armory has
backed off on the double action definition
of the XD, though it still appears in their
ads. In a position paper sent to the IDPA
Board of Directors and dated May 13,
2002, Springfield’'s Dennis Reese wrote,
“The XD pistol is neither a true single
action, nor a true double action pistol. As
the Glock pistol has been described as
‘safe action,” the Springfield XD pistol
has an Ultra Safety Assurance (USA)
action trigger system. Enclosed please
find a report prepared by Tioga Engi-
neering on thisissue. Please note that nei-
ther Glock, nor we, claim that the trigger
is either single or double action.”

Springfield had commissioned engi-
neer Charles Fagg of Tioga to analyze the
matter. Fagg's report of April 18, 2002,
includes the following statements. “Con-
fusion exists as to the proper classifica-
tion of the firing mechanisms of the
Glock 17 and the Springfield Armory XD
pistols. This confusion stems from the
ambiguity of the terms, ‘single action’
and ‘double action’ ... The terms ‘single
action’ and ‘double action’ are archaic
and have little applicability to many,
respected, semiautomatic pistols.”

The word “archaic” is significant. Fagg
sums up the matter as follows: “CONCLU-
SIONS: 1. Neither the Springfield Armory
XD nor the Glock 17 qualifies as a single
action pistol. 2. Neither the Springfield
Armory XD nor the Glock 17 qudifiesas a
double action pistol. 3. Both the Springfield
Armory XD and the Glock 17 will fire if
the firing pin is released from the ready, or
carry, position unlessit isintercepted by the
automatic firing-pin block. 4. Both the
Springfield Armory XD and the Glock 17
are designed with an array of safety features
that, if maintained properly, virtually pre-
clude adischarge unlessthetrigger is pulled
or a chambered round cooks off in afire. 5.
From a safety standpoint, there is no basis
upon which to choose between the trigger
mechanisms of the Springfield Armory XD
and the Glock 17 if the force required to
pull their respective triggersissimilar.”

From a perspective of pure mechanical
engineering, there is one subtle difference
between these two striker-fired auto pistols.
The Croatian pistol’s striker is at, or very
nearly at, its most fully retracted point
when the mechanism is at rest but ready to
fire. The Austrian pistol is so designed the
striker is retracted considerably more by
the action of pulling the trigger, before the
gun fires. An NYPD manual for the Glock
19 described the pistol as perpetually “half
cocked.” To gun geeks quibbling about
details, this could make a difference.
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However, in the practical world, what
we are looking for is that third definition
of “double action” listed earlier: Simply
put, how long and how hard is the trigger
pull before the gun discharges? It’s on
this basis that IDPA initially segregated
handgun types into four categories. This
was done to level the playing field
between those competitors who had the
guns that were easiest to shoot quickly
and accurately, and those which were
progressively more difficult. IDPA is,
after al, a skill-testing venue and not a
forum of amateur handgun designers.

On IDPA’s tough 90-round Classifier
course, you can make Master with atime
of 102.35 seconds in Stock Service
Revolver. This generous time is allowed
for the double action revolver’s longer
trigger throw (and concomitantly longer
return between shots), as well asits typi-
cally longer down time in reloading.
With a double action-type Stock Service
Pistol, 98.82 seconds is required for a
Master’s card.

the decision to fire, and that always helps
good shooting.”

If you think about it, that description
is also applicable to our new generation
of unquestionably “double action only”
auto pistols that are widely accepted in
law enforcement, concealed carry and
IDPA Stock Service Pistol division. The
Smith & Wesson Model 5946, as adopted
by departments from the Cincinnati
Police to the Royal Candadian Mounted
Police; the Kahr K9 that any NYPD
officer is authorized to carry off duty; and
the Para-Ordnance LDA as issued by the
North Attleboro, Mass. Police Depart-
ment, they all fal into this category.

But the single handgun trigger system
to which the XD’sfeel is most analogousis
that of the ubiquitous Glock. The Glock, of
coursg, is the single most popular pistol in
IDPA Stock Service Pistol shooting, just as
it isthe single most popular pistol in Amer-
ican law enforcement right now.

This, in the end, strikes me as the
deciding factor. What’s good for the

IDPA is, after all, a skill-testing venue and not a forum
of amateur handgun designers.

A 1911 .45 auto in Custom Defense
Pistol division is no faster to reload, but
with it's shorter trigger stroke for every
shot it’s generally considered faster to
shoot accurately, upping the ante to 91.76
seconds if you want to earn Master status.
You can shoot an identical single action
auto in a smaller caliber such as 9mm, .38
Super, or .40 S&W for Enhanced Service
Pistol, and the speed advantage of lighter
recoil brings Master time down to 89.41
seconds. Clearly, IDPA’s intent is to cut
some sack to the shooter with the handgun
that is more difficult to shoot at speed.

At this writing, IDPA limits the XD to
ESP division because they consider its
design to be pre-cocked, and thus single
action, as distinct from the Glock which is
only partialy cocked with its mechanism at
rest. However, consider how itstrigger pull
compares in actual shooting, from a user’s
perspective, to other gunsin ESP class.

The HK P7, once alowed in SSP, is
now restricted to the ESP division. Thisis
because while it is not cocked until it is
squeezed, once it is cocked it has a
trigger pull that is short and crisp and
light like a target pistol’s. The switch of
the P7 to ESPis not amove | could argue
with in good conscience. That gun is at
home in the Enhanced class with light
and short trigger pull guns like the 1911
in .40 or .38 Super, or the single action
S&W 952 target pistol in 9mm.

But consider the trigger “feel” of the
XD. As | wrote for Guns in June 2002,
“The trigger stroke is sweet. A long, easy
pressure comes to a firmer resistance, and
then suddenly releases. It is conducive to
asurprise trigger break once you' ve made

goose is good for the gander. Mechanical
definitions aside, the bio-mechanical
approach to how it feels to manipulate the
trigger, and how difficult that is, should
be the deciding factor in the subjective
rules that attempt to level the playing
field for an objective skill test.

This is why, if | had a vote in the
matter, | would vote to put the Springfield
Armory XD in the same IDPA Stock Ser-
vice Pistol class as the Glock. An alterna-
tive would be to put both in a separate
division of competition with other pistols
that are neither truly single, nor truly
double action under the old paradigms.

When jets first appeared, some old
timers asked where the propellers went.
When told the jet didn’t need a propeller,
they still wanted to know where the prop
went. They simply couldn’t understand
and shorted-out when met with new tech-
nology. Sometimes, something is simply
new and old descriptions no longer fit.

Yet, we step onto thin ice when we try
to redefine old terminology long in use.
At the same time, Charles Fagg may be
right. “Single action” and “double action”
may indeed be archaic terms when we
seek to define new designs that don't fit
old standards of terminology that didn’t
allow for describing these modern con-
cepts. Don't let adherence to out-dated

thinking get in the way of q

technological progress.

Massad Ayoob was one of IDPA's first four-
gun masters, and for the last two years has
been match director for Smith & \Wesson's
big Mid-Winter IDPA tour nament.
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TRANSITION

Continued from page 81

projects currently under agreement. Ms.
Frates' job suddenly became much more
complicated as she brokered the
engraving to the master craftsman, John
K. Pease.

Pease, in turn, sent the side-plate to
Wayne Di’Angelo — by then an inde-
pendent businessman — who executed
the requested picture quality scene of
Artemis-Diana and her brace of sight
hounds. She then supervised the re-fit-
ting of the revolver. She took a personal
interest in the project and the end result
is a flawless, one-of-a-kind weapon
embodying the most desirable features
of the hand-gjector line.

The other project was the restoration g ’ o A ;
of a 30-year-old Model 29-2 4" to as : B i i A From Basepads to Sights,
near factory new condition as possible, o : we have your Glock parts,

with the revolver re-blued to current
factory standards. Ordinary, even rou-
tine repairs, to a model years out of
production, would be problematic at
best. However, Smith & Wesson’s dedi-

lnﬁmam-am-mn www.competitionshooters.com

cation to customer satisfaction and a YOUR YOUR
great American tradition goes far
beyond the ordinary. Customer Service PROBLEM SOLUTION

again took the project in charge and
completed it to perfection.

You Don’t Send A Bill

A U.S Customs Agent recovered a
prized personal handgun from the
rubble of the World Trade Center. The
pistol was extensively damaged and the
frame cracked. He contacted Customer
Service in hopes the gun could be
restored, if not to shooting trim then at
least to heirloom status. In short order,
the weapon was fitted with a new frame,

CHAPMAM ACADEMY
DEFENSIVE FISTOL TRAINING

THREE AND FIVE DAY TRAINING

extensively test-fired and returned to the PROGRAME
grateful owner.

A veteran officer of New York’s finest I HFORMATION=(800) 847-0588
was on duty in the Twin Towers, with his £ MAIL=GREENVALLEYHD @ JUND,.COM:
model 60 in an ankle holster. The recov- s4350 ACADEMY RD HALLSVILLE MO 65255+

ered revolver received special handling
by Customer Service representatives.
Refinished and fitted with a new set of
grips, it’s now held in trust for the ;
officer’s son, who plans to follow in his g,.mm o5 Fun{fnr ;_,,ﬂ,.,u D,.._
father's footsteps. _ Protects -"u'r:‘l'l"rﬂ Corra

The Customer Service Department
has maintained and built upon the tradi-
tion of Smith & Wesson through its dark ! f
era of globalization to its safe return to Ineroasos Life of Bl
dynamic and dedicated American .
owner-management.

The winds of change are now blowing

in the right direction. The company has
made a financial comeback. The in-house r ; :

Custom Engraving Shop is back, with Fia7
Wayne Di’Angelo on board and Pat e F-’ﬂ'
Frates coordinating the projects with her 1
usual consummate professionalism. The ¥ 1 L L -~
Company is alive and growing once
again, very much a part of

the American Spirit. !‘
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BORN OF STEEL

Continued from page 65

Wilson tactical catalog as Model 1.

Over the next few years, the young
entrepreneur continued to manage the
customizing end of the family business
while honing his skills at designing and
making tactical knives. An active hunter
since childhood, he had an added com-
prehension of what a knife needed to per-
form in the wild.

Selling his knives was not a problem.
With the connections he’d made in the
tactical industry over the years, Ryan had
an instant sales base at his fingertips —
and he was quickly gaining the same rep-
utation for quality and craftsmanship his
father earned over the years.

By the time he turned 20, Ryan had
extended his line to several models and
his knives were going out the door as fast
as he could make them. In 2000, he made
the decision to leave the firearms industry
altogether and turn his attention to
making knives. He formed his own com-
pany, Wilson Tactical, and it is his sole
focus today.

Flesh Out The Line

Wilson knew to make it on his own
he’' d need a broad line of knives to appeal
to both hunting and combat users. His
pedigree in the tactical field and his years
hunting graced him with insight beyond
his years. Ryan designs multi-purpose
knives that serve equally well in the roles
of both combat and utility.

Wilson's Model 2 Tactical Fighter is a
perfect example of such baance. This full-
tang clip point has all the “swoop” of a
serious fighter, yet retains al the necessary
traits of asolid utility knife. The most pop-
ular knife in the Wilson Tactical catalog,
the Model 2, can be had in 9", 10" and 11"
lengths. It is offered with a variety of
Micartahandles. A smaller variation — the
Model 12 Hideout — makes for an excel-
lent neck or boot knife at 7%" overall.

The Model 4 IWB (Inside Waistband)
Fighter is a medium-sized tactical designed
for discretionary carry. At 8%" overdl, this
knife has a spear point blade and a dlimmer
than normal handle and specia sheath that
alows it to be comfortably carried con-
cedled inside the waistband, either up front
or around the small of the back. A black
Armor-Tuff blade coating adds even more
stealth to the equation.

Fans of the 1911 Government model
will slather at the chance to own aWilson
Model 11 Bowie. At 10%" overall, this
clip point all-purpose knife comes replete
with 1911 pistol grips — the perfect com-
pliment to anyone owning one of the
many versions of the legendary handgun
manufactured over the years. And yes,
Wilson can even fix you up with a set of
ivory grips for an added fee.

Wilson's love of hunting comes through
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loud and clear in his Model 10 Tactical
Hunter. This knife blends a more orthodox
Loveless-style bolstered handle design
with an edgier clip point blade, once again
demonstrating Wilson's propensity for bal-
ancing the tactical and utility roles in his
knifemaking. A polished blade with a bit of
fancy filework on the backside, however,
erases al doubt this knife is a hunter. The
Model 10 can be had with standard Micarta
handles or more upscale and exotic mate-
rials such asivory and stag.

Sawvy knife buyers
always keep an eye out
for young makers on the

rise.

Other fixed-blade models are offered,
and more recently Ryan has added a
folder to the line designed as a collabora-
tion between himself and noted custom
knifemaker Darrel Ralph. Information on
the complete Wilson Tactical lineis avail-
able in the company’s brochure and on
their Website.

On The Move

Savvy knife buyers dways keep an eye
out for young makers on the rise because
their wares are easier to acquire and their
prices haven't yet gone through the roof. A
word of advice: Don't blink, or Ryan
Wilson might just pass you by. This 23-
year-old has already accomplished more
than many knifemakers twice his age. And
his inherent knack for both knifemaking
and business portends great things to come.

The good news is that Ryan Wilson
plans on keeping his knives affordable.
While passing on the more exotic and
sometimes trendy steels, he chooses to
use proven and reliable D2 steel to keep
costs down. Most of his designs forego
the use of bolsters, which aso helps save
on the cost of a knife. For example, his
base Model 2 Tactical fighter sells for just
$195, a genuine bargain for the person
who wants to go the custom route without
the high price tag. Most standard models
in the Wilson Tactical group are in the
$225 to $250 range, with the production
intensive Model 1 integral topping out the
line at $350.

It’s always nice to see a young
person with their head screwed on
straight, and even better for blade lovers
when they decide to make knives. Ryan
Wilson is a welcome addition to the
world of custom knifemaking, and his

presence bears well for the

future of tactical knives. ‘
Wilson Tactical, LLC, 82 Louise Lane
Berryville, AR 72616; (870) 545-3844;

e-mail: wilsontactical @alltel.net;
www.wilsontactical.com
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WOMEN

Continued from page 59

different, not fitting in, and of having no
one to talk with, is very real at shooting
school.

Most women wish they were just one
of the guys during class. That has been
the experience of Lethal Force Institute
graduate Mary Fleury, who works as a
nurse. “Mostly, being treated as one of
the guys is a good thing, but every once
in awhile, | feel like I'm in some cross-
cultural experience and | really have to
pay attention to the unwritten rules.”

Lyn Bates, who has trained at most of
the nation’s top shooting schools, knows
about unwritten rules. At classes, “The
guys used to gather behind me and cheer
me on whenever | was competing head-
to-head against one of their friends, but
they never bothered to talk to me other-
wise. They didn’t particularly like me,
and they loved to tease any member of
their group who lost to me,” she declared.

Taken too far, trying to be one of the
guys begets its own anxiety. “I was
extremely anxious before my first class,”
Leaha Wirth of USA Shooting, confessed.
“When | went into the class, it was
important to me that | appear competi-
tive, cadm and not like a ‘chick.” Most of
the anxiety | felt walking through those
doors was self-inflicted,” she acknowl-
edged. “I would have been much more
comfortable taking a women’s-only
course or one taught by a woman. |
would not have felt so sensitive about my
ability to gel with the other students.”

For years, Thunder Ranch offered all
co-ed classes. Under Heidi Smith’s
influence, the school now is in its third
year of offering a women's-only week-
long defensive handgun class. Acknowl-
edging that beginners often feel unfa-
miliar and uncomfortable, Clint agreed
0 “Give ‘em a gender-like environ-
ment.” Heidi reported this once-a-year
classis agreat starting point for women,
including the “Wives of guys who've
been coming to Thunder Ranch for
years.” She is excited about the attitude
changes that result as these women
realize self-defense is all about “What's
in your head and your heart, as you learn
to care about yourself.”

The Peril of Fashion

If an al-women’s class isn't available,
women may choose to minimize charac-
teristics that make them stand out.
Accommodating clothing, accessories and
grooming makes range days easier. Long
fingernails are the most common shooting
impediment. When too long, the trigger
finger’s nail catches on the trigger guard,
instead of allowing a smooth move from
the index position to the proper place on
the trigger when it’s time to shoot. Long
nails gouge and scrape the support hand,

112 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002



and make it difficult, if not impossible, to
operate the slide lock, magazine release
and other pistol controls.

It’s best to trim the nails before
showing up at the range, avoiding awk-
wardness when told to do so by an
instructor. Leaha was asked to trim her
long, synthetic nails in front of an entire
class. “I am aferocious nail biter and nails
hide that,” she explained. “The instructor
suggested shorter nails. I’'m sure he was
right, but having that pointed out to mein
aclass of mostly men made me feel badly
when | really just wanted tofit in.”

Shown how to succeed, women stu-
dents are often among the most focused
and determined shooters on the line. With
advance knowledge of how to dress and
how to prepare, alot of the discomfort and
concern about “being different” disappears.

Get in the Right Gear

Shooting school problems further stem
from the trouble women have finding
guns and holsters that fit properly. The
women | interviewed learned that intro-
ductory training often helps them identify
a good gun and sometimes helps them
with carry options. Lyn Bates praises her
first NRA instructor for providing the
class guns. “I never would have pur-
chased a gun in order to take the class!
That would have been like buying a horse
before signing up for an introductory
riding lesson,” she exclaimed.

Choosing the right gun could command
an entire article alone. Poor gun fit ham-
pered Lisa Wilson during her first class at
Front Sight. “The Glock 19's grip is too
large for my hand, greatly affecting my
accuracy. My first class was too fast-paced
and | was too green to be aware of some-
thing that subtle,” she explained. Lisa has
ordered a Glock grip reduction, like the
work of Robar and Burns Custom Pistol.

Vicki Peladut knows her first class
with Defense Training International,
“Would have been better if | could have
had an advance class on picking out my
own gun. We didn’t know about the grip
and the proper way to hold the gun, so
how could we have known?’ she asks. As
a solution, Tracy Delawie and Marybeth
Berney, a couple defending against a
stalker, participated in a handgun selec-
tion seminar at their local range before
attempting to learn more about shooting.
It was time well spent.

Kenna Hoyser, who runs a dog kennel,
selected a revolver as her first gun. Vis-
iting a large gun store let her handle a
variety of pistols. “I finaly picked the Colt
Detective Special and called my husband
from the shop to ask if it was a good gun.
He gulped because he didn’'t even know |
was shopping for a gun,” Kenna relayed.
Though she’s had other guns since, the
Detective's Specia remains one of her pri-
mary “working guns.” Unfortunately, her
second gun purchase wasn’t so propitious.
After paying big bucks for a heavily cus-
tomized Officers ACP .45 semi-auto,
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Kenna found she couldn’t compress the
recoil spring enough to lock the action
open — a problem students also often
encounter with the ultra compact 1911s.

A snub-nosed revolver or .380 semi-
automatic isn't always the best women's
gun choice, either. “My hand was so
bruised after an hour, the instructors
helped me devise padding for it so | could
finish,” Lark Davis remembered. Enrolled
in the Firearms Academy of Seattle’s
intermediate handgun class, Lark’s tiny
hands could not reach the SIG Sauer 230's
trigger without the grip tang striking the
base of her thumb. “I didn’'t know what a
problem this would become in a 500-plus
round weekend,” she says, adding that a
.380 doesn't recoil as mildly as expected.

An older woman in Florida asked the
clerk in her gun shop to show her how to
lock open the Kahr P9 she bought there.
Short on time and patience, he taught her
to insert an empty magazine in the gun
and rack the slide. Imagine our senior cit-
izen's distress to discover she needed to
engage the slide lock to lock the action
open to clear a double-feed malfunction!
Arthritic hands struggle with small levers
such as these.

There is little doubt that repeated gun
malfunctions disrupt learning in an often
fast-paced class. Hand strength and proper
technique are critical when shooting most
semiauto pistols, a factor that is hard to
predict without actually shooting the gun
in question. “My gun kept jamming
during my first class,” petite, athletic
Susan Beamer remembered. “The
instructor shot my gun and told me there
was nothing wrong it. He told me that if it
wasn't the gun then it must be something |
was doing. He didn't look at how | was
holding the gun, but expected me to know
what | didn’t know.”

Many of my students have taken full
advantage of the gun rentals found at
most indoor ranges. Here they can narrow
their choices before spending hundreds of
dollars on a gun they may not be able to
keep running.

Worse Than A Corset

If Susan felt misunderstood over her
gun malfunctions, she's lucky she didn’t
ask her instructor for advice on buying a
holster. Nearly every woman I’'ve inter-
viewed says finding a suitable holster falls
somewhere between challenging and
impossible. Jackie Marlow, who works in
the timber industry, can’'t understand why
few instructors offer holster advice for
either men or women. At Massad Ayoob's
LFI | lecture she learned how to relieve
holster discomfort as well as ease the draw
from an IWB holster. “The first useful sug-
gestion | ever got on my gear wasin LFI 1.
| wound up passing that advice on later to
a man in another class who was having
problems. Why didn’t somebody look at
us earlier?” she wondered. “How many
people who decide ‘carrying’ is not for
them are smply badly advised?’
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In desperation, Chris Cunningham
turned to sewing her own leather holsters
when she found nothing that fit her
curves and her gun, a Heckler & Koch
P7M8, for which little off-the-rack gear is
made. Chris home sewing has turned into
a basement enterprise where she now
stitches holsters for women who face
similar problems. Though someone else
did the actual leatherwork, Joanne
Blanton also designed her own custom
holster. Always clad in dresses and skirts,
this grandmother and midwife spec’d out
awide, silver concho-decorated belt with
a built-in holster. Cummerbund-like, it
buckles in the back, hiding her Glock 26
completely beneath alight jacket or vest.

It was important to me
that | appear
competitive, calm
and not like a ‘chick.’

Kathy Jackson, a mid-30s mother of
five sons who enrolled in the Firearms
Academy of Seattle, received a copy of
my book Effective Defense as the course
textbook. In it, she discovered aternatives
to the behind-the-hip holster position
favored by her male shooting buddies.
Moving her Blade-Tech IWB holster to an
appendix carry, she finally was comfort-
able carrying her concealed Glock 26.

Like a lot of women, banker Brady
Gunns benefits from an offset, drop hol-
ster. “My husband called Blade-Tech and
asked the owner to make something spe-
cial for hiswife. He knew I’ d need some-
thing that would work with my ‘curves.’
He didn’t know they would have it off the
shelf,” she relates. “ The dropped-offset
holster worked wonderfully. For a
change, | didn’'t feel like I had to move
parts of my body to draw from a holster.”

In leather, the top ladies’ alternativeis
Kramer Handgun Leather’s drop holster.
Both rigs lower the gun considerably, are
fast on the draw and are excellent per-
formers on the range, though neither is
best for conceal ment.

A cheap belt can spoil the function of
even an expensive holster, since it must
support the gun’s weight with minimal
movement, especially during drawing.
Women have particular trouble finding
sturdy belts that are comfortable, yet suf-
ficiently rigid. The curve of a contour-cut
belt is easier for most women to wear.
I’ve used Galco’s “Concealable” for
years, and appreciate the slimmer front
sections, since its reduced width means
less materia poking the abdomen.

Women shooters find great relief in
lower-slung “boy-cut” blue jeans and
casual trousers. Women’s fashion trousers
often ride high on the midriff. “In my first
class, the jeans | was wearing were a
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problem, and it took an embarrassing rip
to figure it out!” Brady recalls. “I discov-
ered the snug-fitting women'’s cut jean,
which might have been the most fashion-
able, just didn't work with the action on
the range.” She found the lower, boy’s-
cut waistband, accommodated an IWB
holster with greater comfort, as well as
making it easier to draw her gun. “The
wardrobe change has been vital in my
ability to succeed in the competitions I’ ve
entered,” she enthused.

Sweet Success

Initially, many women are resistant to
changing their style to accommodate the
demands of defensive shooting. Once
they taste the success of shooting skill-
fully, most are willing to make changes
that increase their ability to perform

head-to-head with the men on the range.
Joanne, who has never come to a gun
class without a daughter or daughter-in-
law in tow, has developed a well-founded
self-confidence through her pursuit of
defensive shooting skills. Savoring her
successes on the range and in tactical
shooting exercises, she wishes she could
sit and ponder the exercises for a day
after class is over. After class, “We de-

Smooth

Columbia River Knife & Tool, Commanders

IVIac #6613 $27
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AUS 6M Blade 3.63”

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Call Jesse at 1-800-677-6543

Red Dag #6602 $24

AUS 6M Blade 2.94”
Safe & Knife Company

www.safe-knife.com

brief all the way home, before having to
re-enter our real worlds,” she related.

“1 was tired afterward and my thumb
was bleeding and my hand bruised,”
remembers attorney Debbe Stein, of her
first handgun class. “When | went to work
on the following Monday others said ‘and
you enjoyed that? Yep!” she enthused.

Nursing cuts and bruises, weary feet
and sore muscles, these and the other
women like them who go to shooting
school find the hard work, fatigue and
demanding exercises overshadowed by
the pride and accomplishment of a chal-
lenge met and overcome. Megan Brown
reports though at times she felt training

5508 Lakeland Avenue North, Crystal, MN 55429

required more strength than she thought
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of practical shooting. Each course is designed to
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confidence, knowledge and performance in handgun
speed shooting.

Each course is taught by international and U.S.
champion pro shooter Frank Garcia. The academy
is located in the heart of central Florida near Walt
Disney World and other major attractions. Courses
limited to four students per class. Classes available
all year. Website: wwwifrankgarciausa.com
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Shoot LEAD out of your Glock
Convert your 40 S&W caliber

to .357 sig on most Sig,
Glock, Beretta and
Taurus pistols.

Barrels available for Browning HP & Colt 1911 pattern.
(All Colt barrels are available with any style integral ramp cuts).
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Sig Sauer Bar-Sto Precision
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e
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For a catalog send $5 or
order direct at www.barsto.com

she possessed. “| surprised myself with
the fighting spirit that was inside of
me,” she said. She wishes that before
attending classes she could have known,
“That being a handgunning student is
extremely good for self-esteem. | felt
great about myself afterwards!”

Try it. It's empowering, exciting and
just plain fun. I might also save you or
your family’s life some day. And you

don't get that from going 1

to the mall.

For more information contact: Blade-
Tech Industries, 2506 - 104th S Ct S, Se
A, Lakewood, WA 98499, (253) 581-
4347; www.blade-tech.com; Burns
Custom Pistols, 700 NW Gilman,
Issaquah, WA 98027, (425) 391-3202,
www.burnscustom.com; Galco Interna-
tional, Ltd., 20109 W. Quail Ave.,
Phoenix, AZ 85027, (800) 737-1725,
www.usgalco.com; Peltor AO Safety,
5457 W 79th K., Indianapolis, IN 46268,

(800) 327-3431, www.aosafety.com
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Knives has a tradition of offering the finest quality
knives and accessories worldwide. Lines include
Randall, Dozier, William Henry, Boker, Marble’s,
Ka-Bar, SOG, Kershaw, Klotzli, Columbia River,
Case, Gerber, Schatt & Morgan, A.G. Russell, and
more. Free catalog.
479-571-6161
www.agrussell.com

[ 5y R

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER

Imagine a magazine with such detailed information
that each issue makes you feel like you've fired the
guns featured. Every issue provides the latest on
handguns and accessories in a tell-it-like-it-is style
you won't find anywhere else. Nothing prepares you
for handgunning like American Handgunner. 1 year
subscription $16.95 (outside the US $36.95)

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

AL MAR KNIVES

We’ve been making the finest quality folders and
fixed blades in production since 1979. Our line
includes Tactical, Military, Field and Gentlemen’s /
High Grade pocketknives using the finest materials
such as VG-10 stainless steel, G-10, Micarta, Pearl,
Coral, Abalone and stag. Limited Lifetime warranty.
Catalog $2.00

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
MERCHANDISE CATALOG

This new catalog features a variety of topics from col-
lecting and gunsmithing to hunting, self defense and
cowboy action shooting. Enjoy exciting hunting from
Africa or get closer to home with a video on better
home safety and personal protection. Take advantage
of hardcover books featuring full color photos of
firearms. Get first Team merchandise and more.
$1.00 (Outside US $2.00) refundable with order.

CATALOG
SHOWCASE

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER

BASEBALL CAP & COLLECTOR PIN

#12 - You'll be shooting with the first team when you wear
this custom designed team cap from American Hand-
gunner. Adjustable pro-style cap, made of a comfortable
wool blend, with colorful embroidery logo as shown. Cap
navy blue. Sale price $14.95 (US Only)

#13- Hat label pin features color team logo design on a mil-

itary clutch backed pin. $3.50 US Only

Our catalog display allows AMERICAN
HANDGUNNER readers to select literature on
wide variety of shooting products.

HOW TO ORDER

a

Please check the box of the literature you’d like

to receive on the attached order card. Enclose
(in the envelope provided) a check or money
order payable to AMERICAN

HANDGUNNER for the total literature fees plus
$2.50 handling charge. If paying by credit card,

please include all information needed. OR:

Send a list of the catalogs you want to request,
listing the name and catalog inquiry number of

each, with your check or VISA/MC/Discover #
for the total catalog fees plus $2.50 handling

charge. Mail to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, P.0.

Box 16439, San Diego, CA 92176-6439.
Catalogs will be mailed directly to you by the
companies making the offer. Please allow 6-8
weeks for delivery. AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
and Publishers’ Development Corporation are
not responsible for unprocessed orders. Com-
panies participating in this section have
accepted full responsibility for filling reader
requests.
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AMMO DEPOT

We have the World’s Largest selection of Ammuni-
tion, Reloading supplies, & Equipment. Specializing
in the rare calibers like; 8mm Nambu, 351 WSL, 7.7
Japanese, 22 Jet, & 41 Colt. We also carry all of the
modern calibers at great prices. One year subscrip-
tion to sale flyers $2.00. Available to USA address
only.

BAGMASTER

Over 350 competitively priced, American made &
lifetime guaranteed nylon products including; hol-
sters, pro-shooter’s bags, gear & flight bags, pistol
& rifle cases, fanny packs, briefcases and other
shooting accessories. High quality products, com-
petitive pricing and service after the sale. Bag-
master has it all for you! FREE

visit us on our web: www.bagmaster.com

BOO-T41-0015
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BROWNELLS

444 Pages! Of special interest to readers of Amer-
ican Handgunner is the incredible selection of
brand-name, semi auto and revolver accessories
plus the specialized gunsmithing tools you need to
install them. And, 152 pages of factory parts. A full-
time tech staff answers your questions. Satisfaction
100 percent guaranteed. Price of catalog refunded
with order. $5.00. 1-800-741-0015
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ANNUALS 2001

Order our 2001 annuals for $8.95US and $17.95
Foreign individually or order all four for only
$32.00US and $52.00 Foreign.

BIANCHI INTERNATIONAL

Check out Bianchi’s 56-page full line catalog for
2002! The most complete line of holsters and
accessories available for sportsmen, law enforce-
ment and military alike. New innovations for this
year - Gamo AccuMold hunting holsters and packs,
the SL3.2.1 Duty Holster, ErgoTek Duty Belt System
and much more! $5.00.

BUSHMASTER FIREARMS/
QUALITY PARTS CO.

See Bushmaster’s new Varminter - right on target
for your Prairie Dog Hunt. Our AR15 type Rifles are
manufactured in dozens of different configurations
- all with match winning accuracy. Check our cat-
alog for the complete Bushmaster line; plus AR
Parts and Accessories; Gunsmithing Supplies,
Shogun Accessories; Parts for 10/22; Mini 14 & 30;
M1 Carbine; H&K; AK; SKS; UZI and FN. FREE

ANNUALS 2002 & 2003

Order our 2002 annuals for $9.95US and $17.95
Foreign individually or order all four for only $32.00
US and $52.00 Foreign. ORDER TODAY!
Hot off the press! Order GUNS Magazine 2003
annual for $9.95US and $17.95 Foreign.

BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION

Black Hills Ammunition specializes in .223 and .308
Match Ammunition. It's the choice of the US Army,
USMC, and the US Navy Rifle Teams. We also have
Cowboy Ammunition and superb but economical reman-
ufactured ammunition in many calibers. New for 2002 is
Black Hills Gold™ Rifle Ammunition in 243,270,308, 30-
06 and 300 Win. Mag. Using Barnes x bullets and
superbly accurate Nosler Ballistic Tip™ Bullets. See your
dealer or contact us for assistance. Catalog $2.00

America’s Losding Spoms Discoumer

CHEAPER THAN DIRT

Save money on thousands of items dedicated to
gun and shooting enthusiasts: Ammo ¢ Magazines ©
Holsters ¢ Optics ¢ Shotgun Accessories * AR-15
and SKS Accessories  Tactical Gear ¢ Clothing ¢
Military Surplus « Camping & Survival Gear ¢ Knives
* And Much More! Call 1-800-421-8047 for a FREE
CATALOG or shop our online superstore at
www.CheaperThanDirt.com

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002
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CHOATE MACHINE & TOOL

Our four color 2002 catalog is packed full of the
best synthetic stocks and accessories available
today for all of your shooting needs. Featured in
this issue is our new target/varmint stock along
with all of our other bolt action, semi-auto and
shotgun stocks. Our products carry a lifetime war-
ranty. $2.00.

COMPASSECO

Our SALE catalog is packed full of great bargains
with free items & discounts up to 15% on select
items. We have the largest selection of all types of
airguns. Choose from Tech Force, BSA, Beeman,
Talon, Air Arms, Walther, Webley, Smith & Wesson,
RWS, Gamo, Crosman & more.
www.compasseco.com FREE catalog.

DELTA FORCE

Delta Force: “Packed with hard-to-find accessories”
describes this 80 page full-color catalog. ltems for
sale are: firearm grips, folding stocks, holsters,
knives, AR-15 parts, 10/22 accessories, military
and law enforcement equipment, high capacity
magazines, Less-Than-Lethal Ammo, videos,
books, lasers and Colt accessories. Many items dis-
counted. Catalog $4.00

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

CIMARRON ARMS

Today Cimarron Firearms Co. offers detailed copies
of the firearms used in taming the frontier in Texas
and the American West. We are clearly recognized
as the leader in quality and authenticity in Cowboy
Action Shooting firearms. Supporting SASS
shooters since 1987. 36 page full color catalog.
$5.00

CUTLERY SHOPPE

Top quality knives at discount prices! Save on Al
Mar, Benchmade, CRK&T, Cold Steel, Gerber,
Kershaw, SOG Specialty, Spyderco, Victorinox
and many more top knife brands. Great selection
of First Defense Pepper Spray, SureFire Flash-
lights, Sharpening products, Photon Micro-
Lights, ASP Batons and more. Visit our website
at www.cutleryshoppe.com for all the latest. Full
color catalog $2.00.

DELTA PRESS

“Outrageous books & videos” describes the 64-page
full-color catalog. You won't find these books &
videos in any store. These hard-to-find books &
videos cover: firearms, explosives, police science,
survival, self-defense, identification, silencers,
sniper training, assembly and disassembly manuals,
Military History books, Military prints & posters and
T-shirts. Some Discounts. $4.00 catalog
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COAST CUTLERY

PUMA continues the production of the finest gen-
uine stag handled pocket and folding knives in the
world. Each blade is made from a one inch bar of
special D1.4 cutlery steel and individually hot drop
forged into a keen cutting instrument. The handle
scales are made from genuine stag deer antlers.
Each one is unique and a work of art. Free.

DAVIDSON’S

GalleryofGuns.com features the fantastic new Gun
Locator, Retailer Near You, Shooting Times
Research Center, Shooter’s Lodge, Blue Book Valu-
ations and much more. It's more than an online cat-
alog - it's a great experience. Free.

DIXIE GUN WORKS

The greatest blackpowder catalog of them all.
Dixie’s catalog has more than 700 pages of replica
guns, antique gun parts, equipment and supplies
for the hunter, shooter and historical enthusiast.
The Dixie Gun Works catalog also features a section
dealing with facts and figures designed to improve
anyone’s knowledge of this fascinating field. $5.00;
outside U.S. $7.00




DSA INC.

The SA58TM is the only U.S. made FAL rifle using original
Steyr metric blueprints. High grade materials and ultra-high
precision CNC machining provide the most accurate and
reliable FAL available. The DSATM catalog also includes
SAB58/FAL parts and accessories, optics, AR15/M16 acces-
sories and tactical accessories. $3.00 for catalog.
DSA, Inc.
www.dsarms.com
P.0. Box 370 ¢ Barrington, IL 60011
Phone: 847-277-7258 « Fax: 847-277-7259

FIREQUEST

This 48 page catalog has the latest in specialty
ammo for your handgun, rifle or shotgun. ALL
ITEMS DISCOUNTED. This includes LESS-THAN
lethal ammo, tracers and others. Includes Shotgun
accessories, knives, professional lock-pick tools,
pepper spray, firearm magazines, full auto trigger
systems and other firearm related accessories.
$4.00
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GUNS MAGAZINE

GUNS Magazine makes the shooting sports more
enjoyable. Read about the latest shooting trends
and newest guns. Tips and test reports will help you
buy better and shoot straighter. Discover why
sportsmen all over the world have been shooting
with GUNS Magazine for over 40 years. 1 Year Sub-
scription $19.95 outside US $39.95

ED BROWN PRODUCTS

Famous for his 1911 custom handguns, Ed Brown now has
apremium line of custom bolt action rifles, based on his pro-
prietary Model 702 action. Complete catalog features the
Savanna, Denali, Ozark, Bushveld and Tactical style rifles.
Also features handguns, including our new Kobra 1911 style
parts and accessories. Visit our website at
www.edbrown.com for a complete listing of rifles currently
in inventory, additional information and the most recent pho-
tographs, or send $3.00 for a catalog.

GALCO CATALOG #28

This full color catalog features Galco’s extensive
line of fine leather holsters, belts, accessories and
artfully crafted purses and briefcases. Galco as
always - “For those who demand the best...and
know the difference.” $8.00

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, Inc.

Preeminent Designer and Manufacturer of .22LR
Conversion Units in the World. These allow the use
of inexpensive .22LR ammo in your firearm. Cur-
rent products include .22LR Conversions for
1911A1, Beretta 92/96, Taurus PT92/99 and Glock
Pistols, AR15/M16 and Mini-14/AC556 rifles. Cat-
alog covers these products with information on
purchasing direct - $3.00

EL PASO SADDLERY

Since 1889, El Paso Saddlery has been producing
the finest holsters and belts available. Catalog #102
features our legendary western and military gear as
well as great new advancements in concealed carry
and inside the pants holsters. Our exceptional
handmade products can be beautifully customized
with many stamping and carving options. Color
Catalog $5.

onVingo

GUN VIDEO

Shoot better with the largest and best selection of
instructional videos for gun owners, competition
shooters, law enforcement, military, reloading, long
range rifle shooting, concealed carry & self-
defense. New catalog with over 250 different titles!
Special “Buy any 5 for just $99.00” offer included!
Visit www.gunvideo.com. $1.00
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JANTZ SUPPLY

Knifemakers, gunsmiths, spurmakers, woodcarvers,
engravers just a few of the professional and hobbyists
served. Jantz Supply offers a full range of pre-shaped
blades, knifemaking kits, rivets, guards, tools, abra-
sives, sheathmaking materials and finishing products.
Visit our website www.knifemaking.com or our show-
room is open Mon-Fri 8:30am - 5:30pm central time.
We are located at 309 West Main, Davis, OK 73030.
Complete catalog with color photos $5.00

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002




KERSHAW KNIVES

Kershaw Knives was founded in 1974 with one
single mission: to design and manufacture tools
that knife users would be proud to own, carry, and
use. Today, Kershaw is introducing knife technology
that is nothing short of revolutionary: the patented,
SpeedSafe torsion-bar mechanism for assisted
opening. Color catalog. Free.

[ e

KIRKPATRICK LEATHER

Manufacturing the highest quality of cowboy action
holsters, belts and accessories since 1968. Our
color catalog features over 25 different gunbelts to
choose from. Introducing the new “ldaho John”
competition rig. Our products are 100% made in
the USA. Holsters available for most popular hand-
guns. Satisfaction guaranteed.
http://www.kirkpatrickleather.com Catalog $5.00

NRA offers a full line of specially designed mer-
chandise exclusively for NRA members like your-
self. Special Edition collectibles, logo’d clothing and
hats, books, knives, jewelry, glassware, gifts, and
more are just a sampling of the highest quality
exclusive NRA products offered. Fly the colors and
show your pride in NRA. Free Catalog.
800-336-7402.
http://store.nrahg.org

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

KIMBER

New 1911 pistols include the elegant Eclipse series
and a redesigned high capacity polymer-framed
family. .38 Super is now available. Rimfire rifles
include the downsized Youth and affordable Hunter,
and there are two new long range centerfires in the
LongMaster series. Augusta over & under shotguns
round out the line. Catalog $2.

LASERMAX

The most reliable and accurate laser available. User
installed, no gunsmithing required. Fits all hol-
sters, use with favorite tactical lights. For all
Glocks, M1911s, SigArms, Berettas, S&W and
others. Look for new products this fall.
www.lasermax-inc.com (FREE)
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0S0 GRANDE KNIFE & TOOL

The World’s Leading Specialty Equipment Sup-
plier! 136 pages! Super Bargains on thousands of
name-brand products. Huge selection of knives and
specialty cutting tools. Great deals on firearms,
flashlights, tactical equipment, multi-purpose tools,
sharpeners, camping & outdoor equipment, acces-
sories and more. Price of catalog is refundable with
order $6.00.

1-888-676-6050 ¢ www.osograndeknives.com

KING’S GUN WORKS, INC.

Our 50th Anniversary catalog features over 80
quality custom parts for the Colt 1911 & similar
auto pistols. King’s has been the leader in after-
market accessories for the 1911 including the Para-
Ordnance. King’s...where quality counts. Send for
our 50th Anniversary catalog $2.00.

MEPROLIGHT

Meprolight is exclusively imported by Kimber and
has an extensive line of Tritium self-illuminated
fixed and adjustable night sights for popular pistols,
rifles and shotguns. Reflex sights, watches and Tri-
tium archery pins are available. Free brochure.

PALADIN PRE>S

COUMNT

PALADIN PRESS

For 30 years, Paladin Press has given you the most
current, cutting-edge information available anywhere
on handgun selection and use - plus hundreds of
other books and videos on such topics as shotguns
and rifles, tactical knives, close-quarters combat, anti-
terrorism tactics, long-distance marksmanship, emer-
gency preparedness and gun rights. For the latest
FREE catalog featuring 800+ titles, go to
www.paladin-press.com or call toll-free 1-800-392-2400




REDDING RELOADING

Redding’s 2002 catalog features their newest product
innovations, the “T-7 Turret Press” with a 7 station
turret and compound linkage, and the “Big Boss
Press”, a larger version of the popular Boss Press.
Their new “Slide Bar Automatic Primer Feeding
System” is available for both presses. Also, check
out the dies for the new Remington and Winchester
short magnums. www.redding-reloading.com

SPRINGFIELD

NEW for 2002! The XD pistol, the safest, most
reliable, and accurate polymer pistol in the world.
Offering a full line of XD pistols, Custom 1911-A1
pistols, M1A rifles, M6 Scouts and Professional
Optics - all with a Lifetime Warranty. Free mini
catalog, or send $5.00 to receive a product cat-
alog, video and embroidered patch (Free to
dealers with FFL).
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VOLQUARTSEN

Volquartsen Custom specializes in producing some
of the most accurate rimfire rifles and pistols avail-
able. We are currently mfg semi-auto 221r, 22
WMR and 17 HMR rifles and pistols. We also mfg.
some of the finest aftermarket parts available for
the Ruger MKII, 10/22, Browning Buckmark and
Remington 597. Catalog available for $5.00.

SCHOOL OF GUNSMITHING

With our approved home study course, you'll know
how to repair and service firearms at home using
easily learned techniques. Be an expert with all
kinds of handguns, rifles and shotguns. Make great
profits without hightech instruments or a costly
workshop. Starter tool kit included. Catalog .75
cents.

STARLINE

Starline Brass celebrates 25 years of “Making
America’s Favorite Brass” while becoming the choice
of shooting sports enthusiasts around the world.
Today Starline manufactures more than 60 unprimed
cartridge cases, then offers them at factory direct
prices. For more information or to order on-line, see
us at www.starlinebrass.com or call 800-280-6660.
Experience the unmatched quality and value that
makes Starline the “Choice of Champions”. Free.

WALTHER USA

Walther USA offers an extensive line of the finest
pistols made as well as a full line of Co2 pistols and
revolvers. To receive a free 2002 Walther USA cat-
alog or to find the nearest retail outlet for Walther
products,write to Walther USA at 2100 Roosevelt
Ave. Springfield, MA 01102-2208, call toll free
(800) 372-6454 or visit the Walther USA website at:
www.walther-usa.com FREE

SMITH & WESSON

The new 32 page Smith & Wesson 2002 Handgun
& Accessories catalog features the world’s
broadest line of revolver and pistols and is for-
matted to help the first-time handgun buyer find
the revolver or pistol that best fits their needs. Call
1-800-331-0852 to receive a free copy.

s loods

SUREFIRE

FREE 100-page full color catalog. From SureFire,
maker of flashlights and weapon mounted lights
designed to meet the demanding needs of law
enforcement, military, and emergency profes-
sionals. Used by more SWAT teams and military
special operations units than any other brand. Go
with the proven performer. Go SureFire.

WILSON COMBAT

The 2002 Wilson Combat/Scattergun Technolo-
gies 84 page color master catalog is your complete
source for self-defense and tactical shooting guns
and gear. New for 2002: Tactical Super Grade; KZ-
45 Stainless; QD Tube Extensions; Lo-Mount Tac-
tical Scope Mount; TL-15 Lightweight Rifle and
numerous other items. $3.00 (refundable w/order).
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SIG 228

Continued from page 77

they allow an easy “press check” of my
pistol prior to shooting or hitting the
streets. It's really considered poor form to
have an unloaded pistol when attending a
gunfight. I’ve had this modification done
to most of my personal handguns and |
really see no danger in checking my pis-
tols this way. As long as the shooter keeps
their hand away from the muzzle, press-
checking the chamber can be accom-
plished with total safety. You've just got
to be smarter than the gun.

To enhance my version of SIG perfec-
tion, an action job was performed on the
228 as well as polishing the feed ramp
and trigger face. SIG-Sauer pistols are
known for superior actions from the box,

the SIG 228 is like a solid handshake —
firm and steady. To help get my hand up
behind the pistol, improving recoil control
and point-ability, Robar relieved the
trigger guard area where it meets the grip.
An effective modification and a nice
touch, to boot.

A shortened and flared slide stop
release lever seems like a luxury, and you
may be right. But, like many people who
shoot with a thumb-out grip, my shooting
hand thumb tends to rest on the dlide stop
lever of any SIG | shoot. This keeps the
gun from locking open after the last round
fired. While many advise this is not a
problem as long as they know it’s going to
happen, | sorta’ like the idea of the side
locking back after the last round isfired.

In the middle of an armed “event,” even
with al of the things that happen to you
physiologically and psychologicaly, it's
hard not to notice the dide of on€’s pistol

Like the cross-draw, another piece of
equipment maligned by those who should
know better is the laser.

but can be somewhat gritty at times.
Besides, there's not a factory trigger in
existence that can hold a candle to the
action on my Robar custom 228.

The double action trigger of this 228
breaks my scale right at 8 pounds, while
the single action trigger is a little over 3
pounds — but that's only half the story.
The DA trigger is as smooth as creamy
peanut butter with absolutely no creep,
glitches or drag, period. The reset of the
single-action trigger (critical for quick
follow-up shots) is a little more than 1/8
of an inch. With an easy-to-press first
shot and a very short reset, this SIG 228
shoots very fast.

On a standard Bianchi six plate rack,
equipped with 8" plates, | was able to
clear the rack in 2.37 seconds at seven
yards from ready. With a first shot time
of .62, this is a shot-to-shot time of .35
seconds, including movement. On a six
shot “Bill Drill,” the average shot to shot
time was .22 seconds, with al hits on an
8x10 inch steel plate at seven yards.
While | won’t be winning the next
Bianchi Cup, | believe these times are
more than satisfactory for winning the
fight for my own life on the street.

Deep Throat, Tight Grip
SIG iswell known for its high level of
reliability, but throating the feed ramp and
chamber does nothing but make it ultra-
reliable. The ramp shines like a mirror and
is as dlick as a dollop of moly grease. No
doubt even the widest hollow points will
feed into this chamber. Another feature
important to me on any carry pistal is the
grip configuration. A flat, blocky grip is
no good, and the grip on the 228 is nicely
curved and contoured. Getting a grip on

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

locked to the rear. In law enforcement we
call such athing a “clue.” In this case it
would be a clue your gun was empty and
you needed more bullets. Yep, no doubt
about it, the didelock isagood thing.

| dso had Robbie bevel the magazine
well as much as he possibly could. Like
many who constantly work to keep their
defensive shooting skills sharp, | have a
problem area | constantly work at, but
never quite get really good at — speed
loads, my Achilles Hedl. | practice them
constantly, but | can't seem to get to a
point where | can do them with any level
of reliability.

If I work very hard, practice regularly,
and have a good day, | can do a speed
load in 1.5 seconds. Many instructors
consider this time the minimum for a
combat speed load. For me it is an excep-
tional achievement. | realize part of the
equation is my small hands, which have a
difficult time flipping the pistol to get at
the magazine release button while still
holding the gun still to accept the
incoming magazine. Knowing my limita-
tions, as Clint Eastwood would say, |
need as large a magazine well as can be
put on a pistol. Raobbie did all he could,
given the amount of material available on
the grip frame of the 228.

Other neat features incorporated into
this pistol were Robar’s innovative stip-
pling to the front strap, enhancing the
grip, and stippling the grip screws for
good old-fashioned cosmetic appeal. The
sights on the 228 were left alone since
they were previously modified by Karl
Sokol of Chestnut Mountain Sports (802-
438-5732). These sights consist of a
Novak lo-mount rear sight that has a
wider sight window, serrated face, and is

Fres cabalong acellabbes by ol s

L ASRPFLAN

THE SURVIVAL STAFF
By Pat ond Wes Crowford
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CRAWFORD KNIVES
105 N. Center Drive
Woest Memphis, AR 72301
(BT0)-7132-1451
www.crawfordknives.com
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Tactical Sights for GLOCK* Handguns

Wilson Combat® Tactical Combat sights for al GLOCK* models,
featuring our patented "Combat Pyramid" sight picture for the fastest
possible sight acquisition. The bright green front tritium insert and
subdued yellow rear inserts further enhance your ability to fire accu-
rate shots rapidly even in low light conditions. Tactica Combat
sights are compl etely snag-free and are the optimum carry gun sight.
Sights are fully machined from solid steel barstock and are finished
in matte black. Sights are easily installed at home with no special
tools required.

Specify GLOCK* model when ordering. Also available for all 1911
model pistols including Kimber* model handguns.

$139.95 per set or send your slide in for
professional factory installation for
only $175.00 (plus shipping and handling).

* Registered trade name of other company not owned, associated or to be con-
fused with Wilson Combat®.

Wilson Combat®/Scatter gunTechnologies
2234 CR 719-149
Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com e info@wilsoncombat.com UoTatent # 452,618
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"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW" ™

The Ultimate in Comfort, Concealment and Versatility
Fits like a 2nd Skin ~ SPiceewHett

The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born uut ut A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and
virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or
backup weapons. The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-
grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular
revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos. Also Walther P-38 and P-
88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.

The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.

The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxu-
rious black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for dura-
bility, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus
$4.95 shipping and handling.

A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.

Catalog $3.00

REMEMBER --"Have The LAW On Your Side"™

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

LAW
¢ CONCEALMENT it
SYSTEMS, INC.
P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027
Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com
email: lawconceal@aol.com

Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 391-6665

WISENI-1T734
emauil: tighe@netcom.ca

finished in a deep black color. The front is
a tritium sight that has an orange face
applied around the tritium bead. This con-
trasting sight configuration allows me to
pick up the front sight in situations where
point shooting may have been used with
conventional sights, due to proximity or
speed of action. This same sight system
has been placed on all of my semiauto-
matic pistols.

Home on the Range

There are very few places more
pleasant to be than at the range. With few
exceptions, there’s no place | would
rather spend my time. Having a pistol
custom modified to your own desires just
makes the experience that much better.
This SIG did nothing to ruin my day at
the range and, as a matter of fact, kept me
smiling the entire time. The silly grin
elicited some strange looks, but still, |
was a happy fellow.

Press the trigger, smile.

Press the trigger, smile again. Easy.

| test fired the Robar 228 with a wide
variety of full metal jacket and hollow-
point loads to test for reliability. The
reason | say wide variety is my test
ammo was literally a bucket of ammo
collected over the years — a mixture of
sub-sonic, standard velocity and +P+
loads with a mixture of bullet configura-
tions. | shot this ammo in no particular
order, often times with it mixed up in the
same magazine. An invitation to disaster
you say? Not with this SIG. It fed every-
thing | could put into it without a single
hiccup, regardless of how fast | fired.
SIGs are known for their reliability, but
thiswas ridiculous.

With reliability established, | tested a
number of loads for accuracy, just to see
how tight the Robar 228 would shoot. |
tested accuracy using two different
methods. | fired at 50 feet using an un-
supported two-hand stance, which | feel
is representative of combat accuracy. The
other was bench-rested at 25 yards, which
took the “human factor” out of the
process. Well, almost.

Make It Even Better

As good as this SIG is, a number of
things made it better. First and foremost
is carry gear, leather. Haugen Handgun
Leather is quickly gaining a reputation as
one of the finest holster establishments in
North America. Based on the samples he
sent for this SIG, | don't feel this reputa-
tion is misplaced.

Haugen holsters are made from only
the finest hides and each holster is preci-
sion-molded to the exact gun it’s
designed to carry. The molding on the
Haugen holsters | received was so good |
could tell what gun it was made for
without looking at the label. Thisis truly
custom gear, impeccably crafted.

The model 05 Equalizer is a belt
mounted speed rig with a near-vertical
cant. | like this style of holster since |
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feel it's the best compromise between
speed and concealment. The 05 | had for
testing had a reinforced mouth band
made of crocodile hide. The contrast
was not only attractive; my teenage
daughter called it “way cool”. Now
there’s an endorsement. Almost a “hol-
ster as fashion” observation. With an
adjustable tension screw located below
the trigger, the Equalizer was not only
fast and comfortable. It held the 228
securely in place.

The second holster that Jerry Evans,
owner of Haugen Handgun Leather, sent
was the Wedge cross-draw rig. This hol-
ster is the result of ateam effort between
Jerry and editor Huntington. In all seri-
ousness, the Wedge is a serious piece of
fighting leather. Designed to hold the grip
tight to the body when worn cross-draw,
when worn the Wedge is both concealable
and secure. | will not dismiss the cross
draw, as others have, as | have spoken
with too many gunfight survivors who
used a cross draw carry to save their own
lives. A properly designed cross draw rig,
like the Wedge, worn on a properly
designed gun belt, like the sharkskin
Haugen gun belt, is a viable way to carry
the fighting handgun.

Beam Me Up

Like the cross-draw, another piece of
equipment maligned by those who
should know better is the laser. At one
time, | too dismissed the laser as aviable
piece of survival equipment. But as the
units have become smaller and more
reliable, | have re-thought my position
on these little tools and have come to
realize they have a place in anyone’'s
defensive arsenal.

I’'m a firm believer in the use of the
front sight for defensive applications, but
| realize many are not. With an
increasing emphasis on “target focus
shooting” —AKA point shooting — the
laser becomes increasingly important.
The problem many detractors have with
point shooting is there is no way to
insure your muzzle is in perfect align-
ment with the target. Ah, duh. What the
laser does is give a sighted index on the
target so the shooter knows exactly
where the shot will be placed.

Laser Max is one of the best of the
breed when it comes to the use of lasers
in defensive applications. Unlike many
units strapped on to the gun, the Laser
Max laser is incorporated into the gun by
replacing the gun’s recoil guide rod. With
very little adjustment, the Laser Max is
on target anytime the pistol is pointed in
theright direction.

The Laser Max has proven to be both
sturdy and reliable in the field with an
increasing number of law enforcement
agencies. The Laser Max stays in align-
ment even with rough abuse, such as
dropping the pistol on a hard surface.
Because the laser unit is mounted inter-
naly, the pistol will work with standard
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1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491
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holsters. In the case of my SIG 228, the
on/off switch isincorporated into the take
down lever, so reaching it with my
shooting hand’s index finger is easy to do.
As a matter of fact, the switch is in the
same general location as the trigger finger
anytime | am off-target.

While many think of the laser as a
sighting device, | have come to really
appreciate the laser as a training aid.
With the laser in the “on” position and
pointed at a designated target, | am able
to track and correct a student’s trigger
press by watching the “track” of the laser
as the shooter works their trigger finger.
Additionally, the student is given a visual
representation of what their trigger finger
is doing — truly a picture worth a thou-
sand words.

What A Blade

The Laser Max is a piece of 21st cen-
tury equipment, representative of the
state-of-the-art technology now being put
into defensive carry gear. How can this
same modern technology help to bring
the more mundane tools of the trade into
the new century? One way is with the use
of modern materials, which is exactly
what Columbia River Knife and Tool has
done with one of their ever popular
folding knives.

The M16 folder is a Kit Carson
design that may very well be one of the
most popular folding knives ever
designed. The unique “flipper” device is
what sets the M 16 apart from most. The
flipper is a hump that projects from the
back of the knife when it's closed. The
knife is easily opened by using the index
finger to reach forward and engage the
hump, flipping it to the rear, opening the
blade about two-thirds of the way. A
simple flick of the wrist will then lock
the blade open. With only a few minutes
practice, these two motions can be
blended into one, making for a very
rapid deployment.

Having been previously made in both
aluminum and Zytel, the M16 is now
made in titanium. While adding strength
to the M 16, titanium keeps this space-age
folder as light as possible, yet still big
enough to handle a variety of chores. |
have long felt if you are going to carry a
gun you should also carry a knife. The
new CRKT M16 Titanium is a perfect
match for the Robar SIG 228. It has a
high level of fit, form and function in a
package small enough to carry most any-
where. With SIG, Robar, Haugen L eather,
Laser Max and CRKT, this is ﬂ

certainly ahard team to beat.

For more information, contact SG Arms at
(603) 772-2302 or www.sigarms.com;
Haugen Handgun Leather; (701) 255-
0723; www.haugenhandgunleather.com;
Laser Max; (800) 527-37083;
www.lasermax-inc.com; Columbia
River Knife and Tool; (800) 891-3100;
www.crkt.com
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QUIK-SHOT

Continued from page 79

of the original material. It's then assem-
bled in a conventional jacket. When you
examine an unfired Quik-shok bullet, it's
virtually impossible to identify it as any-
thing other than a conventional hollow-
point. Thereisn’t any shot at all.

Here's the tricky part. When the bullet
encounters a fluid-based target, expansionis
almost instantaneous and the pre-stressed
core divides into three separate projectiles.
By controlling the web remaining in the
core the amount of radia dispersion can be
controlled. The most important point is that
three pieces — since the separation is along
the length of the core — end up as projec-
tiles with an “effective’ diameter the same
as, or possibly even larger than, the origina
bullet diameter. For example, a 230 gr. .45
ACP Quik-shok recovered from ballistic
gelatin divided into nearly equal pieces
about 0.40" wide and roughly 0.57" long.

and separation. Sometimes these are at
cross-purposes because if the segments
break apart too soon, penetration will be
shalow and dispersion wide. Too late and
penetration islikely to be excessive.

Triton Cartridge owns the patent rights
for the Quik-shok handgun bullet and is
the only manufacturer who can use it for
centerfire handgun cartridges. Quik-shok
rimfire and shotgun loads are not covered
here. Triton has contracted Hornady to
manufacture the Quik-shok bullets and
Federal to make the brass.

Everything | have seen and done
myself leads me to have great confidence
in the data shown in the table, provided by
Triton and Burczynski. We would never
be able to duplicate this type of test.

If you look at the penetration numbers
you will see that they range from 8.7 to
11.5". Of course al of these are less than
the FBI's mandated 12". My personal
opinion is that 12" is a gracious plenty.
I’ve aways been comfortable with bullets
penetrating around 10", and most Quik-
shok loads do that nicely.

There will be a conflict here for some people who gen-
erally think jacket separation is a bad thing.

And that is the dimension to note, for it pro-
vides the permanent wound channel. Mul-
tiply by three and the potential is obvious.

Massisimportant too because each seg-
ment has significant weight. One of the
drawbacks of shot-filled projectiles is that
while there are lots of them, they don’t
weigh much so penetration is limited. You
wouldn’'t be far off to just divide the bullet
weight by three, for the jacket is not a sig-
nificant component of any wound. |
weighed some bits of a 230 gr. .45 ACP
bullet recovered from 10 percent gelatin.
The jacket weighed 40 grains and each
segment weighed 63. Smaller diameter
jackets wouldn’t weigh as much but you
can calculate the weight of the segments of
another bullet by subtracting 15 to 20 per-
cent for the jacket. There will be a conflict
here for some people who generaly think
jacket separation is a bad thing. But the
reverseistrue here. In fact it is necessary to
proper bullet performance.

When you first look at the bullet’s
action, it's easy to wonder, “Now how’'d
they make it do that?” And then when you
figure it out — as Burczynski patiently
explains it — the idea has an elegant sm-
plicity. A conventional lead core is
extruded through a die with equally spaced
fins that divide the core into segments but
do not cut all the way through the lead.
This central hub holds everything together
until penetration begins and is aso one of
the regulating factors in the degree of
spread of the segments.

Development has been a tedious process
of experimentation to determine the proper
core parameters to produce both penetration
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Another flaw with pre-fragmented bul-
letsis generally poor accuracy. There will
always be a somewhat random distribu-
tion of weight within the jacket which can
introduce a little wobble into the bullet’s
flight. I wasn't able to test every load, but
the results | did get say accuracy is not
going to be a problem with Quik-shok.

I chose to use pistols proven to be
exceptionally accurate, and the results are
comparable to accuracy measurements of
other good defensive loads.

Another issue to consider is cost. It's
obvious the Quik-shok bullet is more
costly to manufacture. But it is not nearly
as expensive as the pre-fragmented types.
Triton provided retail cost comparisons of
Quik-shok with their standard product at
the same weight and velocity. The Quik-
shok costs an average of 35 percent more.

The final thing for me is very much a
matter of personal philosophy. | don’t
think +P loadings solve too many prob-
lems, and it is my hope that Triton will
find the bullets work just as well at stan-
dard velocities. Evidence to support this
is seen in the comparison of their sub-
sonic 135 gr. 9mm, which uses the same
bullet as the +P. Even though velocity is
over 200 fps slower, there is little differ-
ence in the penetration and expansion.

For those of you who like +Ps, thisis
good stuff. At normal pressures “

it could be great.

For more information contact: Triton
Ammunition Corp., 2010 Route 9W, suite
6, Milton, NY 12547; (800) 861-3362;
WWW.tritonammo.com
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SUPER GOV'T.

Continued from page 63

the function problems because now there
was plenty of recoil. It pretty well took
care of the accuracy too because the
only thing available to lock-up the barrel
was a spring.

In fact, they did such a good job of
increasing recoil they had to go back and
find some way to cut it down a notch.
That was done by cutting a series of
grooves into the chamber wall. At first
glance you'd think it was threaded, for
grooves extended the entire length of the
chamber. The idea here was for the case
to expand into the grooves and retard the
recoil. The idea originated in Europe in
the early 1900s and can still be found
today on afew designs.

Colt’s attempt at lock-up consisted of
asmall spring in the back of the barrel to
push forward against the slide stop pin
and a snug fit of the barrel bushing. Like |
said, the best thing to come out of that
project were the magazines, which
worked wonderfully in the conversions.

But there really was a good demand
for .38 Specia pistols, so there were two
significant projects that combine to pro-
duce some really interesting and rare pis-
tols. The primary reason for the feeding
difficulties of the conversions was the
rimmed cartridge, so why not just do
away with the rim? That was the idea
promoted by the Army Advanced Marks-
manship Unit at Ft. Benning, Ga. A new
cartridge — the .38 AMU — was born. It
was simply a .38 Specia with most of the
rim removed. Ammunition was loaded by
both Remington and Winchester, and Colt
manufactured a number of “AMU Kits”
for the Army. These consisted of all the
parts needed to build a gun using a stan-
dard frame. S& W also chambered a few
of their Model 52s for it. The .38 AMU
was short-lived so both pistols and
ammunition are not common today.

Kit Guns

The other neat development was the
.38 Specia Kit. Famed shooter and seller
of target guns, Gil Hebard, prevailed
upon Colt to make him guns that were
complete in all respects except for
assembly and fitting. Slides were pur-
posely tight so the gunsmith could fit
them and the bottom barrel lugs were not
cut at all so they could be fitted too.
These were made in very small numbers
from 1964 to 1970 (a few were made
even later). A .45 ACPKkit was also made.

And just as a matter of curiosity, | put a
couple of them in the Ransom rest. Sub-1"
25 yard groups were routine, except for the
Gold Cup, which averaged something over
two inches. Although | no longer compete,
it's still fun to pull out a Super now and
then and shoot it. After all —
they’re a piece of history. ‘
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SERVICE DEPT.

Continued from page 81

a really smart dog. He figured out
drawer handles and cabinet doors a
long time ago. He goes wild for Worces-
tershire Sauce. Can't get enough of it.
We had been out to a steak dinner that
night. Rotties have a keen sense of smell
and, well, | guess, maybe | shoulda’
used a napkin when | shifted my IWB
rig. | put the Sigma in the nightstand
and the next thing | knew there was
Sylvester, next to the fireplace just
ghawing away at the grip.”

Customer Service: “How did you
come to name him Sylvester ?”

Caller: “Well, we call him Sy, for
short. He kind of looks like that dumb
actor that played in the Rambo movies.
Turns out they’'re both gun grabbers
doesn't it?”

Like al rea Americans, the folks at
Springfield have a soft spot in their
hearts for man’s best friend. They don’'t
even mind feeding the occasional pistol
to our fateful animal companions. The
Fed-X return engine was activated and
sure enough, the lower unit of the
Sigma bore the tale-tell signs of canid
mastication. The owner had his restored
pistol back in short order. How's that for
customer service?

The Naked Truth

This Customer Service Representative
was passingly familiar with Masters and
Johnson and it helped. Fortunately, this
customer was into a non-lethal segment
of the product line but even so, it brings
up some powerful visuals:

Caller: “ Could you send a Smith &
Wesson handcuff key out to my house? |
locked myself to a piece of furniture.”

Customer Service: “ Why not call the
fire department or the police? They can
get you unlocked.”

Caller: “Uh, uh, I’d be kinda’ embar-
rassed and all because I'm like naked
and this headboard like keeps me from
being able to get dressed or something.”

Customer Service: “ That's perfectly
okay. The professional emergency
response services encounter naked people
all the time. They never even give it a
second thought — besides you live about
1,500 miles from our shop and it would
take quite a while to get out there with a
key.”

Caller: “ Ah, well, besides which, |
think, like handcuffs, like they are illegal
here or something.”

Customer Service: “Where did you
buy the ‘ cuffs?”

Caller: “ Uh, I think | ordered them off
this website. Like it was uh, the Commu-
nity Chest or, ‘er, ah, the Treasure Chest
or something.”

Customer Service: “ Could it have
been ‘ The Pleasure Chest?'”

Caller: “Uh, hey, yeah! That's it man.
The Pleasure Chest!”

Customer Service: “Well, | may be
able to help you after all. That partic-
ular concern is not a Smith & Wesson
stocking dealer. More than likely
though, what you have is a set of
Imported handcuffs. They are made on
Formosa and the keys don’t inter-
change. Is there a Smith & Wesson
Emblem on the side?”

Caller: “ Uh, there's like these funny
letters or something. It says ‘Made in
Taiw ...".”

Customer Service: (Interrupting)
“ They' re made in Taiwan. The good news
isthat if you tug on them pretty hard, they
will usually come open all by them-
selves.”

Caller: “Ugggggh! &* @#@&*!!
Arrrrrgh! &*%™M! Oh, Man!” CRASH!
[whock, whock whock] glinnnkkKK!
[THUD] ...

“Oh Man, like it worked! Oh wow!
Hey, Thanks a million man!”

Customer Service: “Have a really
nice day, and thank you for calling the
Smith & Wesson Customer Service
Department.”
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costs b0 get it from our shelves b0 you.

MNo Special Handling Fees

Mo Extra Fees on retail orders ower $25!

of all onggrs F!l-"L-H'-'-'I:"l!'i by 2p.m. are -'hulmund
We alio offer next day and second day delivery,

Hamdgun
Ammunition; Oplics; Kifle, Handgun and Shotgun Reloading:
and Cowhboy Action Shooting!

1R L L 1

World’s Largest Shooting & Reloading Source!

Fair and Honest Delivery

Circers. are electronically verified and welght validated for comectness.

Compane our priCes ard see the say ings!

Best Selection on the products you need!

and Shotgun Shooting

s, all 2t great prices

and Gantastic senace, and vou'|
the Woeld's Largest Shooling and Feloacing Sounce!

Nﬁd“my

Call or visit our web site today.
* www.midwayusa.com *

* §00-243-3220
5875 W. Van Horn Tavern Rd.
; {;nlumhh,mﬁszﬂ
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Get Ahead Of The Pack With New

CusTOM INNOVATIONS FROM CLARK!

CLARK CusToM
Limitep STI ConvERSION
Traditional Clark Custom Accuracy, Reliability and Trigger work PLUS...THR
nologies Grip Modification, Clark’s Exclusive Big Bushing, EGW Reverse
Plug, Durable Powder Coated Slide / Brushed Hard Chrome Lower, STI Magazine
Well, EGW Fiber Optic Front sight and MMC Low mount adjustable rear sight.
* $2,550 Complete Gun
+ 51,950 Conversion on Customer Supplied STI Frame Kit

Powper COATING

Slide s pictured with Silver Vein Powder Coating over
hard chrome base. Powder Coating is available in a variety of other colors
including Basic Black, Vermillion, Bright Red, Lime Green, Chevy Orange, Grape
Flake, Translucent Teal, etc. ¢ $250 as pictured.

THR TecHNOLOGIES GRIP MODIFICATION

as pictured in 25th Anniversary American Handgunner

(performed on your grip plastic - 2 week turnaround)

o STI / SV Plastic §75 black / §85 colors *Ruger 22/45, P-95 & P-97 $95.00 black /
$110.00 colors (purple, blue or red) ¢ Glock $125.00

YCLARK

CUSTOM GUNS, INC.

(one of the toughest
nor-metallic finishes

available amywhere)

Long Slide
Also Available...
Call For Quote

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH GUILD

Dept. H = 336 Shootout Ln. = Princeton, Louisiana 71067
1-318-949-9884 = Fax 1-318-949-9829 =
Toll Free Ordering: 888-458-4126
Shop Online http://www.clarkcustomguns.com
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S&W 41

Continued from page 85

with these Model 41 options, S&W had a
Model 46, one with a 7", another with a
5" barrel. The Model 46, a slightly
dressed down Model 41, came aong in
1959 for the U.S. Air Force. But, just like
the Yugo, its lower retail price failed to
impress the buying public.

There are so many fine .22 semi-auto-
matic pistols of both past and present
manufacture that singling out the best of
the litter becomes a matter of personal
opinion. However, the .41 has a cult-like
following who believe it remains as good
a .22 rimfire sidearm semi-auto repeater
as money can buy. | was introduced to the
Model 41 by a fan as we sat in his den
pawing through his gun collection. He
wore a funny hat, a cape, and an amulet,
and after speaking in tongues, said:

“This is the best .22 pistol | ever
owned.”

He handed it to me.

| handled it.

| had to have one.

“But they don’t make it anymore,”
he gloated.

The 2001 Standard Catalogue of
Firearms from the Gun List people at
Krause Publications shows the Model 41 at
around $650 used in top shape, the less-
refined Model 46 going for more because
of itsrarity. Dueto further rarity, the Model
41-1 demands between agrand and $1,200.

But that wizard was either wrong, or
having fun with me. Because the Model
41 is in the Smith & Wesson catalogue.
Restyled in 1994 with handsome check-
ered hardwood stocks showing contoured
finger indents, Millet click adjustable rear
sight, and for afront sight a /8" undercut
Patridge, the new model is also drilled
and tapped for scope mounts. All of
which are important things.

Anachronistic Particulars

The Model 41's design is much of the
reason for its lodestone reputation. It is
magazine fed, as these pistols are, and
graciously bears the responsibility of
having a 10-shot capacity. With the afore-
mentioned hardwood grooved grips solid
in hand, the pistol is as well balanced,
stable, and accurate as anything else.

Sights are about as good as irons get,
with precise rear-sight windage/elevation
capability. The test model was dead on
target at 25 yards, requiring no further
adjustment. Trigger stop setting is
accomplished with a small Allen wrench
(provided) by simply pulling the trigger
guard downward then rotating the set
screw clockwise to increase travel, coun-
terclockwise to reduce travel. And it
must be said again and again — ONLY
TEST TRIGGER PULL ON AN
UNLOADED GUN.

If the hammer will not fall, the screw
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has been turned out too far. A manual
safety is located beneath the rear slide.
Click up for safe, down for battery. The
magazine release button is also handily
located just behind the trigger guard. The
dlide stop lever rests above the upper left-
hand grip panel.

There are two cautions to observe for
best Model 41 shooting results. First, the
pistol is ammo sensitive. Some brands
and loads ssmply do not work well with
the rather heavy slide. Smith & Wesson's
Model 41 technologist recommends CCI
standard .22 Long Rifle as foolproof.
Second, the slide must, of course, be
lubricated. But too much grease will
cause it to drag.

Perhaps the most impressive design fea-
ture of the Model 41 is the takedown for
field stripping. The steps are smple. Lock
the dide back. Remove the magazine. Snap
the trigger guard smartly downward. Pistol
must be held horizontal during this
maneuver because the barrdl is now free to
fall away. Lift barrel upward from the
frame. Pull the dide back at adight upward
angle. Push the dide assembly forward to
free it from the frame. The gun is now
ready for cleaning. Reversing the procedure
reassembles the Model 41. In the field
stripped position, the gun is reduced to six
parts: frame including trigger, trigger guard
and grips, barrel, magazine, dide assembly,
recoil spring, and recoil spring guide.

Feeding Beasts

The Model 41 is designed for .22 Long
Rifle rimfire ammunition, including stan-
dard velocity, high velocity, target, and
match. As atest, mainly to satisfy curiosity,
afew groups were fired with RWS R25 .22
Short anmo — single-loaded, of course, as
they would not fit or function in the maga-
zine. The Short had too little poop to acti-
vate the dide, but groups at 25 yards were
well under an inch center to center for 10
shots. Group size in genera using proper
ammo varied with the talent of the
marksman and range conditions. However,
anything over an inch at 25 yards for 10
shots was a poor showing by the shooter.
Although the Model 41 is still considered a
target pistol, mine is destined for another
service — mainly gathering edibles on the
trail. With a 5" barrel, the Model 41 carries
nicely on the side in an Uncle Mike's hol-
ster Number 8105-1 Size 5.

Early fall finds me in the high moun-
tains of my home state, Wyoming, for a
full month of seeing no city lights. When
I go this season, the accurate Model 41
will be a meal ticket at my side, pro-
viding mountain grouse and cottontails
for the pan. However, the pistol will fire
far more shots at inanimate targets. One
time a reporter asked a bullet manufac-
turer where al those bullets ended up.

“Mostly in dirt banks,” he replied.

That’s where the vast mgjority of bul-
lets from my Model 41 will come to rest.

And I'll enjoy planting lﬂ

every one.

i'.-
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STRIDER KNIVES
120 N.PAciFic St #L 7, SAN MARCOS,
CA 92069. TEL: (760) 471 8275
STRIDERGUYS@STRIDERKNIVES.COM

WWW.STRIDERKNIVES.COM
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M16° Titanium. The ult/mate Kit Carson’s larger X
M16 styles with AUS 8 blades and 6AL4V titanium
CNC machined build. Very much like Kit's custom
models, W/th CRKT product/on quallty and LAWKS’?

M16-13SF. A unique version of Kit Carson’s M16 i
with Tanto blade, dual Carson Fljppers forming a hilt
blade guard, CNC machined hard anodized 6061 T6

aluminum frame, all in black non-reflective dress.

M16-M Series. Kit Carson’s original CRKT 6061 T6
aluminum build M16s with Olive Drab hard anodized
handles and black Teflon-plated AUS 8 combo blade,
Carson Flipper, removable clip and LAWKS®. s

msrp $49.99 & $64.99

M16-ZyteF Series. This popular Carson Series isa
great value, with InterFrame locking liner construc-
tion, the Carson Flipper, AUS 6M blades, and text-
ured Zytel? scales. Now in “Big Dog” 04 and 14 sizes.

A JCOLUMBIA
.‘RIVE KNLEE

Toll free: 1-800-891-3100 » E-mail: info@crkt. com
See our catalog on the web:

www.crki.com
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Continued from page 41

tion, so he designed his own. The Goerg
Shoulder Holster is a spring clip, ultra
lightweight design that incorporates a
cartridge dlide on the off-side. The pants
belt enters loops on the back of the car-
tridge slide to help spread the weight
evenly. The one design flaw in Goerg's
holster is the lightweight, thin shoulder
straps that will dig in to the top of the
shoulders quite uncomfortably if one
wears only a lightweight shirt. | find a
heavy wool shirt works just fine, making
this a cold weather outfit. Goerg died in a
plane crash while hunting in Alaska in
the 1960’s. His hunting rig has never
been topped.

George Lawrence

In 1854 George Lawrence began sup-
plying great leather from his shop in
Portland, Ore. At least four generations
of the Lawrence family would run the
operation before it was purchased by
Gould & Goodrich about 10 years ago.
G& G moved the operation to North Car-
olina and a few Lawrence designs were
offered briefly and then dropped alto-
gether. G& G was not redly interested in
the old designs but rather the machinery.

The two most popular Lawrence
designs were the #34, an F.B.Il. style rig
for double action sixguns, and the #120,
designed by Elmer Keith for single
actions. Both are Tom Threepersons-style
rigs that ride high and feature a safety
strap for security. They were very popular
holsters with outdoorsman and hunters.

S.D. Myres

“Tio” (Uncle) Sam Myers goes back
amost as far as George Lawrence. Texas
Ranger John Hughes, lawman Tom
Threepersons, General George Patton,
Colonel Charlie Askins, Bill Jordan and
Ed McGivern, are just a few who passed
through the doors of S.D. Myres. In fact,
Myres made the first Threepersons hol-
ster for Tom, who entered the shop in the
1920's with the pattern cut from atin can.
Myers was also the first to produce the
Border Patrol style of holster that was
“the” uniformed peace officer rig for
many decades.

Myers opened his leather shop in
Sweetwater, Texas, way back in 1897. In
the 1970's, S.D. Myers was sold and
moved its operation to Oklahoma. A look
at the current El Paso Saddlery catalog
and comparing it with an old S.D. Myers
catalog reveals El Paso obtained many of
the holster patterns of S.D. Myers which
disappeared shortly after the move out of
Texas. S. D. Myers is history, but many
of Tio Sam’s designs continue from the
El Paso Saddlery shop.

So now, get to “accumulatin”
some stuff. !‘
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GUNS Magazine has a new look.

Inside are new columns, new features, and a

new way to satisfy your passion for guns and 53”3"1 Hlﬂﬂ I'ial!
Lone Star ller]

shooting sports news.
RIMFIRE
Pick one up and you'll swear it even “‘ﬂ Wouldn't Die

feels different. It won't be easy to put Special Focus One

Petty: Dash Carlridges
Taffin: Fichards-Masan Commrrngs
Williams Shams hi"l:lrru:tg

own either. You'll discover even more of the
incredibly detailed images GUNS is known for,
plus the straight-shoot'n facts .

and features shooters have

!ﬁ-"“*&t‘h =% "0 MORE Guns, And Gear...
e Find 1t All Right HERE.

¥ An arsenal of information
and shooting news is

relied on since 1955.

el 310 A Closer Look!

Salisfaction Guaranteed

Try a subscription to

GUNS Magazine — only $19.95

for 12 adventure-filled issues.

8 If it's not everything you expect,

just say so and we’'ll refund the
23 unused portion of your

e.d subscription — no guestions

B asked!

g Order Now!

www.gunsmagazine.com

(888) 732-9116 ($34.95 outside U.S )
PO. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92186

'« Classifieds
! And Much More!

packed inside each issue.
Here's a sample of the
regular columns;

* Handguns — Ayoob

* Handloader — Petty

* Rifleman — Anderson
 Shotgunner — Bodinson

* Campfire Tales — Taffin
PLUS...

* New Products
* Quartermaster




Charles E. Petty

WILSON GHAMBER BRUSH

am surely not compulsive when it comes to gun cleaning

and | have seen guns loved to death by their obsessive

owners. But sometimes we really must clean things we usu-
aly ignore. I'm thinking of the chamber of a 1911 barrel —
especially one that shoots alot of lead bullets.

One of those little white lies we hear is that the .45 ACP
headspaces on the case mouth, but if you look at average case
lengths and chamber depths you'll seeit isarare day indeed
when the two meet. There is aimost always going to be a space
between the case and chamber shoulder. Thisis prime territory
for the accumulation of crud and if enough builds up the case
mouth will try to headspace on the crud. This can make the
gun fail to lock up. Sometimes conventional
cleaning isn’'t enough to solve this sort
of problem.

Wilson Combat has a special
stainless steel brush designed
especially for cleaning the
chamber. The spiral wound
bristles are a bit less than an
inch long, and half that in
diameter, and they fit snugly

in a.45 ACP chamber. The leading edge of the brush is squared
off so al you have to do istwist the brush a bit and the bristles
will clean right to the chamber shoulder. The handleis

made of molded Delrin in an easy to hold shape. !‘
For more information contact: WWMIson Combat, 2234 CR 719,
Berryville, AR 72616; (800) 955-4856; www.wilsoncombat.com

Look sharp with the highest caliber clothing around.
SIGARMS Precision Apparel is really sharp. From our heavy-weight mock
turtlenecks to our classic T-shirts, denim shirts and fleece pullovers, each
item is the highest caliber available. Wear them proudly!

See the complete line at www.sigarms.com.
To order, call 866-S1G-4242.
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|
SIGARMS>
PRECISION APPAREL
Shoot sharp. Look sharp.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2002



AMERICAN GUNSMITHING
INSTITUTE TRAINING TAPES

he leading cause of death in firearmsisinept gun-

smithing, either by a hobbyist or alleged professional.

Most of the time thisis due to alack of understanding of

HOW things work or how truly horribleit isto go wan-
dering aimlessly around a gun’s innards with a Dremel tool.
The best way to learn how to work on gunsisto watch
someone who knows how to do the job. Thisis an area where
videotape instruction can be very helpful. It isn't as good as
hands-on training, but it is better than just reading something in
abook and trying to do it.

American Gunsmithing Institute has dozens of tapes that
cover awide variety of popular rifles, shotguns and handguns.
The tapes are divided into two categories: an “Armorer’s
Course,” which has a detailed explanation of how the gun works
and the detail stripping procedures; and a series of “how to”
tapes that deal with specific tasks.

| reviewed two sets of tapes covering jobs | know well. One
was how to do atrigger job on S&W revolvers, and it was
exceptionally good because of some oversize training aids that
clearly showed right and wrong relations of the hammer and

© 2002 Microlon Corporation All rights reserved

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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trigger. The other was how to build a Government Model pistol
from akit. Thiswas informative too, but relied heavily on spe-
cial tools and fixtures that would involve a substantial financial
investment for someone who was only wanting to build agun
for himself.

Photography and lighting were very good and it was easy
to see fine details in close-ups. This was especially true of the
Armorer’s Course offerings that very clearly .ﬂ
showed how things worked.

For more information contact: American Gunsmithing Institute,
1325 Imola Ave. W. #504, Napa, CA 94559; (800) 797-0867,
www.americangunsmith.com

Big Difference

Use Microlon® Gun Juice in place of standard
gun lubricant. Thisis not like any other stan-
dard lubricant ... it'sametal treatment that
treats the inside of your gun barrel and leaves
behind along lasting dry-film super lubricant.
Gun Juice increases muzzle velocity, improves
accuracy (tighter group-
ings), extends barrel life,
smooths operation and pre-
vents rust and corrosion.
And it will not attract dam-
aging dirt, dust or grit.

It may just be the difference
you need.

A 4

=0 call Toll Free!
Microlon 1-soo-g62-4152
Check our website at www.microlon.com
Dealer inquiries welcome
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Charles E. Petty

BLUE WONDER GLEANER

lue Wonder from Novum Solutionsis areally good
gun cleaner, but, like many good thingsin life, it's also
abit messy. It is athin, amber-colored gel with a
pleasant odor. The neat thing isit will cling to a bore
brush and stay in the bore until it's removed by further
cleaning. The label statesit will “dissolve” lead and copper
fouling. I’'m not sure about that because lead likes to be a
solid and what it takes to truly dissolve it is a strong acid.
But, what Blue Wonder does do is efficiently loosen that
nasty leading and fouling.
| had a couple of .45 Colt revolvers with light leading in
the bore from some handloads that were atad hot. | followed
the directions and liberally applied Blue Wonder with a bore
brush and let it stand10 minutes. | was amazed by the black
crud that came out later and the bore showed no evidence of
leading. I’'m sure it would be harder to remove heavy leading
but this ought to be a good start. It aso works very well
removing the deposits of carbon and such left on the breech
face, inside the cylinder window and on the cylinder face. A
patch with Blue Wonder liberally applied seems to rub the
stuff off almost on contact.

MARINE CORPS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1913... T

To subscribe immediately call

Visit us on the web at
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| said Blue Wonder
is messy. That’s true, and
part of the reason is the
packaging. It comesin one
of those common plastic
tubes and if they would
make the hole about half as
big asitisyou wouldn't get
too much per squeeze and make
the mess. But | guess that’s good
marketing ‘ cause they’ Il sell more
that way. When using Blue Wonder
to clean exterior surfaces, | found it
helpful to follow with a patch wet

with regular bore cleaner 3
ﬁ -

and then re-oil.

For more information contact: Novum \fﬁ
Solutions, 1585 W. Sam Houston Parkway,
Dept. AH, Houston, TX 77043; phone (832) 464-6319;
www.novumsol utions.com

With
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Charles E. Petty

BUSHNELL'S MULTI-POSITION SPOTTING SCOPE

wouldn’t say I’'m jaded, but it takes something really cool to trip thisold trigger. And

Bushnell has done it. The latest addition to their Spacemaster line of spotting scopesisa

20-60 zoom with a 60mm front element and a*“ multi-position eyepiece.” The eyepiece

rotates afull 90 degrees. And though this makes it look alittle strange — somebody at
Bushnell called it “the armadillo” — the eyepiece freely moves from the normal straight-
back position to a complete right angle, and anyplace in between. Couple that with the
ability to rotate the body through afull circle and the possibilities are endless.

| use a spotting scope almost every time | shoot, and taking alook almost always means
changing positions. You have to stand up or wiggleinto an
odd position. But not anymore. It's a simple matter to
put the tripod close by and then adjust the angle of
the eyepiece and rotation of the body to a position
where the most you have to do islean over alittle
bit. A new high in laziness for me.

The newly patented design accomplishes the
flexibility with a combination of a prism and mir-
rors, and you would think all those extrareflecting
surfaces would cut down on light transmission. If it does,
you sure can't tell, for the image is bright and crisp from edge to edge.

Two models exist, a 15-45x50mm which has aM SRP of $259.95 and a 20-60x60mm
with an MSRP of $319.95. The “street” price will probably be less so these
are agreat bargain in both convenience and price. ‘

For more information contact: Bushnell Performance Optics, 9200 Cody, Over-
land Park, KS66214; (913) 752-3400; www.bushnell.com

Savage’s® reputation for manufacturing the most accurate

4 out-of-the- box rifleis clearly evident in its Sriker™
R series of precision handguns. The Striker series features
-~ left-hand bolts with right-side ejection, ambidextrous grips

availablein .22 LR and .22 WMR. From plinking to big game

) o -
L and button-rifled barrels. The centerfire calibers range -
" from .223 to the new .300 WSM and the Sport Strikers are i

E
-
.# hunting, the Savage Striker offersit all.

oot Ml o i TN
f:'1_

Model 516FSAK
Camo Striker

Model 501FXP
Sport Striker Package

Savage Arms

The Definition of Accuracy

www.savagearms.com



CUSIUL

OoOooooooooooooon

o GARY REEDER

“Building full custom ™%
guns for over 20
years.” Over 40 series
of custom guns.

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313

www.reedercustomguns.com
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FULL
CUSTOM
WORK

RUGER 22’s
SROREN GUN RANCH

10739 126 RD.
SPEARVILLE, KS 67876
PH. (620) 385-2587 FAX. (620) 385-2597

Custom Corner features paid listings by the identified pistolsmiths.
Many are members of the American Pistolsmiths Guild and the
American Handgunner Club 100. Advertising information is avail-
able from: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Adv. Dept. 591, Camino
de la Reina, Ste. 200, San Diego, CA 92108; (619) 297-7606.

In Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania,

‘Everything for '
the Shootar

since 1956,

" Cusfom gunsmithing
by Dewey Vickmair

215 332 6225

Iocks.gunshop S veriEon. mel

8.

GLOCK THUMB SAFETY
INSTALLED $115 + SHIPPING

Dedicated to the metallic art of the spiral tube.

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.
1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232
tenring.comeemail:tenring@texas.net

CUSTOM
GUNWORKS

...Specializing in Smith & Wesson revolvers
and Colt pistols.

“This perfect gun gives the shooter the edge that
maximizes opportunities for a high score. Thaf's why
it's essential for a top shooter to use the type of qualify
gunsmithing that Alan Tanaka at AT Custom Gunworks
provides.”

...John Pride after shooting a perfect 1500 PP.C.
match score.

Send for FREE Brochure

17924 South Hobart Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90248

(310) 327-2721 (310) 327-4641 (fax)
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FIRST QUALITY RELIABLE
HANDGUNS FOR
\mmmu a2 1 )EFENSE & SPORT

AN
[

Specialists in
Browning
Hi-Powers,
1911, and
other fine
| quality pistols
- |and revolvers,
includin

3030 Center St. West, Chino Valley, AZ 86323
Visit our website: www.theactionworks.com
email: dwilliams@theactionworks.com
Voice: (520) 636-1691 ¢ Fax: (520) 636-1497

American 1996
Handgunner Pistolsmith
CLUB 100 of the Year

e [ustom 1911’s - (owhoy Action
* Advanced revolver accurizing
Revolver action jobs - Metal checkering
e [ustom Ruger Bluckhawk Cylinders
* Fine welding

20-page brochure $4.00 refundable

Jim Stroh
3238 Della Slaton Rd.
[omer, GA. 30629 (706)-783-2131
www.ughupre:isinnint.tnm
e-muail: jim@ulphaprecisioninc.com

Kent Singletary
Custom Gunsmithing

Customizing and repair of
quality firearms since 1989

Specialist in carry modifications for
1911°s, Browning Hi-Power
and S&W Revolvers

602-526-6836
kent@kscustom.com
www.kscustom.com

£ Backing You
CA@'_ Up 100%
CUSTOM
ARMS CO.

www.customarms.com
215-633-7478
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GARY REEDER

“Building full
custom guns
for over 20 years.”
Over 40 series of
custom guns.

2601 7th Ave. East
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
928-526-3313

www.reedercustomguns.com
o o I
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Dedicated to the metallic

_‘J art of the spiral tube.
TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

0.494.30 0.494.30

1449 Blue Crest Lne, San Antonio, TX 78232
tenring.comeemail:tenring@texas.net

Symbol of honest, competent,
quality workmanship

"LOOK FORIT!"

Member list $2.00
1449 Blue Crest Ln.
San Antonio, TX 78232
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TAFFIN TESTS

Continued from page 32

Model 92 levergun in 1938. As such, it
offered an increase in muzzle energy over
the popular .22 Hornet. About two years
after the introduction of the .218 Bee, A.
E. Mashburn wildcatted the Bee into a
blown out version known as the .218
Mashburn Bee.

Reeder took a look at both cartridges
and probably figured they would not work
in arevolver cylinder. But, something
made him try anyway, and we're glad he
did. Not only do they work, they work
well. | have been shooting two of
Reeder’s Varmint sixguns, a Blackhawk
converted to .218 Bee, and a Vaguero set
up in the Mashburn. The sixguns start life
as standard stainless steel Rugers but
once they are turned into the Coyote
Classic, as Reeder calls this model, they
arefinished in a satin silver color.

Both guns are embellished with the
types of critters upon which one would
expect to use them. The Bee has a
rockchuck and a coyote on the cylinder,
with a jackrabbit and a squirrel on the
mainframe; while the Mashburn is a little
more flamboyant, with a coyote, squirrel
and javelina on the barrel. Both are also
fitted with round-butted Super Blackhawk
grip frames as well as Super Blackhawk
hammers and triggers. Both barrels are
given adeep inverted crown, which is most
appreciated in afield pistol to avoid those
accuracy-destroying unexpected dings and
bumps. Altogether, a most pleasing and
attractive package, either way.

Wonderful To Behold

Both guns proved to be exceptionally
accurate, although it did take a little tin-
kering and experimenting to find the
proper loads and bullets. The .218 Bee is
at its best with 40, 45 and 50 grain bullets,
while | prefer 50 and 55 grain bullets in
the Mashburn. You might expect them to
be ungainly with such small holes in the
barrel and cylinder when built on large
frame Rugers. They are heavy, when
scoped even much more so, and too heavy
to weigh on my postage scale, however
they do balance fairly well and are cer-
tainly easier to pack and more fun to shoot
than a heavy-barreled varmint rifle.

Part of the joy of owning such thingsis
the fact there are so very few around. All
in al, they are sure to raise some eye-

brows at the range or ﬂ
prairie-dogging some day!

Readers can contact Gary Reeder Custom
Guns at 2601 E. 7th Avenue, Flagstaff AZ
86004; (520) 527-4100. WHI other larger
calibers work on bottle-necked cases
when given the Reeder treatment? | will
soon find out as | have sent a 7" Ruger

.357 Bisley with an extra cylinder to be
re-chambered to .356 GNR.

Prowler. Peter Marzitelli’s new design is one bull
of a work knife. Our heaviest duty stainless steel
InterFrame build with Zytel® scales and unique
“Marzitelli” slotted blade opener. Includes LAWKS®.

Crawford/Kasper Folder, Certainly the world's best

thought-out personal carry folder. The most feature-
packed work tool we've built. Two sizes, both with

! . ok - 4 199, . e
M16° by Kit Carson. Hard anodized aluminum han-
dles, AUS 8 blades, stainless steel locking liner and
the Carson Flipper have made this our most popular
all-alloy series. Every detail has a working purpose.

.-

B SAp $44.90'& $49.99

Point Guard by Pat Crawford. Pat’'s most popular
slim, reduced-weight design available in two sizes.
Extra strong InterFrame build, high hollow grind
AUS 6M blade, Zytel® scales, and custom clip.

AN JCOLUMBIA
.‘RIVE KN IS RRE

SO

Toll free: 1-800-891-3100 » E-mail: info@crkt. com
See our catalog on the web:

www.crki.com
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TRUESHOT PREMIUM
SILVER BULLET LINE

Oregon Trail Bullet Company

Sophisticated reloaders understand what it
takes to create an accurate and effective
load for hunting or competition. Oregon
Trail introduces the TrueShot Premium
Silver Bullet line, created to provide the
dedicated handloader with a cast bullet
worthy of the effort. The best news is that
TrueShot Bullets cost less than half of what
comparable jacketed bullets do.

Oregon Trail has eliminated the guesswork g
and experimentation by developing load
data for each of the new projectiles. To
find a TrueShot Premium Silver Bullet
dealer nearest you, visit the web at
www.trueshotbullets.com or call Oregon
Trail at 1-800-811-0548.

ey

STYLE N38 THE NEMESIS

DeSantis Holster & Leather Goods

DeSantis Holsters unveils its newly-redesigned Style N38, the Nemesis line of
pocket concealment holsters. The improved design of the Nemesis is symmetrical,
and reinforced on all models. The outside of the holster is made of a viscous
material sticky like fly-paper. It simply won't budge once in posifion in the
wearer’s pocket. The inside is lined with slick pack-cloth for a frictionless draw.
The Nemesis line of pocket concealment holsters is available for most .25 and
.32 caliber semi-automatics, and small J-frame revolvers up to 2 inches. The new
model will also accommodate the Glock 26/27, Keltec P11 and similar weapons.
Available in black only. For more information on the Nemesis line of pocket con-
cealment holsters, please visit www.desantisholster.com

POLY-DUNK-KIT cylinder & Slide

Cylinder & Slide, famous for the Dunk-Kit,
announced the Poly-Dunk-Kit formulated for
polymer frame handguns. Special solvents
remove powder fouling and crud in min-
utes. The Poly-Dunk-Kit can also be

used o clean any type of steel or alloy
frame pistol. Place your handgun in

the bucket of Poly-Dunk-Kit for 15
minutes, and give it a quick once over
with a bore brush down the barrel and

a toothbrush on the rails and breech.
Give it o “rinse” in the Poly-Dunk-Kit
again then wipe it down with a clean
dloth. For more information, visit
www.cylinder-slide.com on the web, or
call them ot 1-800-448-1713.
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For more information on seeing your product featured in “Spotlight”, contact Steve Evatt (619) 297-0205

6X16A MONOCULAR Minox

Minox introduces the 6X16A Monocular. This compact unit delivers a
full six-power magpification combined with a wide 420 foot field of
view at 1,000 yards and a unique exireme close-up setfing for
macro viewing of small objects from less than 5 feet. Integrated into
the sleek metal housing is an LCD display digital computer which
functions as a clock, alfimeter, thermometer and stopwatch. All of
this in a waterproof, dust-free package measuring less than 4x2x1
inches and weighing less than 4 ounces. Comes with a neck strap
and nylon case, and is backed by the Minox ironclad warranty. Visit
the website at www.minox.com

TACTICAL WEAPONS
MAINTENANCE AND

SUPPRESSOR KIT
MPC

THE TIGHE PAN KNIFE

Lone Wolf Knives

Lone Wolf Knives introduces the Tighe Pan knife
by Brian Tighe. With a blade built to a Rockwell
hardness of C 59-61, then sub-zero quenched fo

enhance its foughness and edge refention, the MPC, manufacturer

titanium handle is shaped to lock securely into of Firepower FP-10
your hand. The locking liner is constructed of (LP announces the
6A/4V titanium that is blue in color, creating a release of the Tac-
sirong yet lightweight locking mechanism for the fical Weapons and
blade. The Tighe Pan has a pocket dlip built from Suppressor Mainte-

titanium that is both light and has an excellent
spring to ensure knife retention in your pocket.
The extensive use of tita-
nium in this knife brings
the total weight to @ mere
3.6 ounces. Blade length is
3.56 inches, length closed
is 4.32 inches, and the
overall length open is 7.88

nance Kit. The kit
comes with a long-
reaching 12cc
syringe applicator,
and the bendable
1.5-inch applicator
tip is ideal for precision application info far reaching
areas. Includes a T-ounce bottle of Firepower FP-10
(LP. cleaner, lubricant, and protectant for weapons,
inches. Get ll the detals syringe, and a 1-ounce re-sealable fub of PL-10 Wet
of www.Jonewolfknives.com Can Suppressor and Thread Grease with syringe and
~ rear loading stick. Everything you need to lubricate,
clean, protect and maintain your weapons and tactical
accessories in one package. To order, call 1-800-227-
7049 or visit them on the web at www.mpc-home.com

2002 BASIC RELOADERS MANUAL
Hodgdon Powder

Hodgdon Powder Company presents the 2002 Basic Reloaders Manual. The all-new and
revised 74-page manual is in an easy to read format. It features thousands of pistol,
rifle and shotgun recipes along with wad and shot charts and complete product powder
descriptions. To request a complimentary copy of the 2002 Basic Reloaders Manual visit
www.hodgdon.com on the web or call (913) 362-1307.

CORNERLOCK GUN SAFE
AND CABINET

Knoxx Industries

Knoxx introduces the patented CornerLock Gun Safe

that installs quickly and easily in any corner,

guarding your guns from theft or misuse. Able to

withstand more than 2,500 pounds of force, the

CornerLock is a safe and economical way to pro-
tect your firearms. Great for the bedroom,
office, hunting cabin, or any place you might keep a firearm. For added
cluss, just four screws and a few minutes is all it akes to enhance your
CornerLock with the CornerLock Cabinet. Show off your guns in @ handsome
oak-finished cabinet with smoked tempered glass while still keeping them
secure. For more information, visit the website at: www.knoxx.com
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i INDEX Integrated Systems Mgmnt. 23 Precision Sights Int'l. 14]

mmu-EnQF_AMRILSERS— Jarvis Gunsmithing 131 ProLoad Ammunition 105
Kent Singletary Custom 138 ProTec Int'l. 18

Accurate Arms 113 Crawford Knives 123 KG Industries 108 QuickFire 125
Action Works 138 Crimson Trace Corp. 15 Kimber 4 Ranch Products 115
AGI 19 Custom Arms 138 King’s Gun Works 116 RoBar Companies 14
Ajax Custom Grips 23 Custom Direct 49 KnifeArt.com 25 Rock River Arms 128
Al Mar Knives 10 Cylinder & Slide 21 KnifeKits.com N Safe & Knife Co. 116
All Vertical 131 Dawson/Compefitionshooters.com 109,112 Kramer Handgun Leather 115 Savage Arms 137
Alpha Precision 138 Decal Grip 127 Krieger Gunsmith 106 Sentry Solutions 98
Arizona Custom Knives 12 Defense Security Products 97 La Prade 103 Shoot Magazine 110
Arnizen Corp. 102 Delta Z Knives 125 Las Vegas Classic Knife 130 Shooting Chrony 23
AT Custom Gun Works 138 DeSantis Holsters 18 Law Concealment 124 Sierra Bullet 95
Baird Co. 126 Dillon Precision 104 Leatherneck Magazine 136 SigArms 134
Ballistic Specialfies 89 Duncan Knives 127 Lee Precision 100 Simonich Custom 14
Bar-Sto Precision 116 Eagle Grips 128 Les Baer Custom a Smith & Alexander 125
Belt Mountain 128 Ed Brown Producis 6 Lock's Philadelphia Gun Exchange 138 Smith & Wesson 12
Beretta 17 Elishewitz 113 Lyman Producis 113 Springfield Armory 92,93
Blackhawk Ind. 9 Evolution Gun Works 97 Mag-na-port Int'l. 115 SSK Industries 104
Bo-Mar Combat Sights 100 XS Sight Systems 114 Marvel Products N Strider Knives 131
Bookspan/MBC 26-27 Fobus USA 15 Mattburkett.com 108 Sturm, Ruger & Co. 1
Brian Tighe Knifemaker 124 Franklin Mint 13 MecGar USA 110 Surefire 3
Broken Gun Ranch 138 Ft. Knox Security 104 Mech-Tec Systems 95 TAD Gear 114
Burns Custom Pistols 138 Galco Infernational 98 Meprolight 10 Taurus Int'l. 29
Camillus Cutlery 106 Gary Reeder 138 Merit Corp. 103 Ten Ring 138
Cannon Safe 106 Glock, Inc. 47 Microlon 135 Trace Rinaldi 2
Caspian Arms 123 Green Mountain Sports 112 Midway USA 129 Trijicon 69
Chapman Academy 109 Guaranteed Distributors 99 Milt Sparks Leather 14 True North Knives 112
Chip McCormick 37 Gun Video 39 MTM Molded 105 Universal Shooting Academy 116
Clark Custom Guns 130 Heinie Specialty Products 103 Muscle Products 109 WC Wolff co. 101
Columbia, River, Knife & Tool 132,139 High Noon Holsters 16 Optimum Training Systems 33-35 Wil Scuemann 100
Competition Electronics 69 HKS Products 132 0so Grande Knife & Tool 110 Wild Bill's 101
Competitive Edge Dynamics 126 Hogue Grips 104 Pact, Inc. 8 William Henry Knives 6
The Concealment Shop 115 NSSF Heritage Fund 82 Para Ordnance 2 Wilson Combat 7114124
Coronado Leather 131 IMR Powder 16 PMC Ammunition 31 Wilson Tactical LLC 115

Precision Sights International
2 Klarides Village Dr. #336 = Seymour, CT 06483
Tal: 203-262-6484 » Fax: 203-262-6562 + www precisionsights.com

Supplying the World's Best Sights and Magazines for Pistols and Shotguns
Novak's* New Adjustable“Extreme Dut” | SIG P220 .45 8rd and 1911 MAGAZINES

Lokount Canry Saghl, Currenily fits 1911 These high quality Ewopaan made 516G

styla semi-autd pistols, modals for other P
230 45 &rd alermarket magazines are
pistols availeble soon. Available in plain e :
now avallable in the United Statles.

ack, white tein dot or Trijicon® tritium dot.
Inl;-un;hnnggnbln blades alss available! Also chackau! cur 1911 Novak®
Sights starting al $59.95 each, magazirgsg in Trd standard, Bed flugh
fitting and Grd Officers, These ane the

LPA's S5PR Sades higher profile fully finest pistol magazines mamsdaciured

adjustable targe sight Se1. May require in the woarld taday incorporating refined
goima minor gunsmithing. Fits Barafa 92/ fit, Firish and relable Functionality,

B6/BrigadierCougar, Browning HP, Colt,
C2-T585, Glock models 17-32, Ruger *F*
Safias, SEW, SIG-SALER FM225228/
22R229, HEK USSP/ PTMark 23, Tantogliod
Wilness pisiols. $68 50 each.

Racantly adopted by the LISMC for their new
gensration of tactical shotguns, the LPA Tactical
Ghost Ring Sight System s prafermed by law
enforcemant and military worldwice. The rear
sight is fully adjustable for bath windage and
elevation by hardanad click scraws, Tha
frand sight is elieation adjusiable and
avaikable in red fiber oplic or single
dot titium. This system fits on
mast popular 12-guage
shotgurs by Banalli
Rarmirsgion, Winchasher,
Mossberg. Fabarms., alc

LPA's TP Sergs pdjustable Larget rear
aights. Funciions with the factony front shght.
Mo Gunsmithing reguired!l! Fits Baretta 82/
86/ Brigadier, Browning HF, Golt, GZ-T5/85,
Glock modals 17-32, Ruger P Series,
SEW SIG-SAUER 220/226/2287220, Ruger
MEI, TanfogloWitness, Tauwnus FTO2/58
100, Llama .45 pisiols. 35840 each.
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410 W, Aurora
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GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hay Chrmmi [Bright of Satin), Ebpcirobees Rhckel, Pad-
wriring, Teflon, Black Har Anodirng, Biwieg {ctainbess).
We Sgeciulite in hréuima Aeteranced bvdi shile.
FREE SERVICE EROCHURE 1-800-375- 2846

TechPlate, Inc.
15714 §, Sunkisd 51, Aashaim, CA D206
[T18) 505 FA: (704] 834-8382
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CLIPS, GRIPS. LASERS. HOLSTERS, BODKS &
VIDEOQS. Two Great Websioe:
warw, gursccosscrlas.com & wenw, bockirail com,

Faciory i, Claanng Suppiis.
Maglights, milighis, Si.l eling, ASP Balons
Enives, Loatharman, Emeron, Kerpkaw 505
mioen. Mosions, Fobus, Galoo, DEBRITOYE, PO
Baox 2673, Sutlols, WA 23422
kdabibts @ cutdri ned. For fres calalog

M FULL BAMNGE OF GLIN ACCESSORIES,
CUPS GRIPS, CLEANENG SUPPLIES,
STRIPPER CLIFS, LASER SiGHTS, LELITAFY
MANUALS, CHOME TUBES. Wintw GUNSUPPLY-
DEPOTOOM

s malkanoy oo - Makanoy and CF-82 pisiol
ndoenation, parts and sooessores. BRA-GIN-TEAE
E-sriaed dor froa catnkogr i@ makanowoom

mu Fysieme. Palonied pannar-
i.l.';.-la Sy SIS Theoiibde, bess oapenskes Sic
models o o semi-oesiom fit. P50 ysinms. AM0
Seymour Highwary, 'Wichila Falls, Texas 75309,
'-'si:au- wve peosystems. com or call

[B4i3) 3221132,

AMMUNITION

Free o-books and info :
about bullat swaging |

WWw.swage.com

CORBIN

541-526-5211 Fax 541-826.5660
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FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS! POTASSILM FER
-:.:-1 l:lFl.ATE POTASSILIM CHLOFATE,
FISTES, COLOF PROCUCERS, ALLIMINUSL,
m&lml TITAMILM PORSDERS, WATER-
F PAFER TLIESNG, HUHDFEEIE-"JF

FYROTECHNICS BOOES & VIDEQS, "GREAT

FRICES" BULE DNSCOUNTS - "HUGE CATALOG
S300 PYROTER, PO, BOX 300, SWEET WALLEY,
A 186568 (ST 256-3087 , WAWW FYROTER. Diadl
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FOR SALE

BLACKIE COLLINS TOTERS- Best quality blue
jeans designed to “tote” hand guns. Also has
separate knife pocket. www.blackiecollins.com,
1-866-455-1327.

Cars from $500! Police impounds and reposses-
sions. For listings: 800-319-3323 ext. C588.

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES, cigars, chew, snuff, roll
and pipe tobacco. Shipped tax free to your door.
NationalCigarettes.com or CigarettesAmerica.com.
Order line: 888-388-1964.

POLICE EQUIPMENT
REAL ESTATE

SURVIVAL

CRIME DOES NOT WAIT, WILL YOU! Pepper
sprays, stun guns, tasers, knives, more! Also video
and surveillance equipment. Free catalogs. Visit:
www.arcticselfdefense.com/ahg

VIDEOS

GUN PARTS

WANTED TO PURCHASE

GUNS FOR SALE

Non-resident Nevada Concealed Firearm Per-
mits. Valid in several states, Check our website
for information on permits and machineguns for
sale. www.thegunstorelasvegas.com. Visiting
Las Vegas? Try a machinegun in our indoor
range. THE GUN STORE Las Vegas, Nevada
(702) 454-1110.

GUNSMITHING
1911 COMPENSATORS- From $89. Four models,

all calibers, carbon steel or stainless steel. 724-
329-0400. GAN’S Enterprise. www.gansguns.com

INSTRUCTION

Bea PRIVATE EYE
You WILL leam, at heme, secrets
F from a World Famous .F'.f.l
- Best Coursa - Lowest Cost!

: FREE Cel HHJH-‘EH'
I . L0 Jmlvﬁwsz-

KNIVES & SWORDS

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MISCELLANEOUS

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! Bumper stickers,
books, jewelry, ritual items, incense, oils. Azure-
Green, PO Box 48-AME, Middlefield, MA 01243.
413-623-2155. www.azuregreen.com

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Ildentification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number; name optional. Catalog with or
without CD Rom supplement - Free. Seven Seas,
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 45, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badgeO@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and Investi-
gation Equipment $2., IPEC Department H601,
P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

FOR SALE over 1500 specimens for Taxidermy!
Deer, bear, wolf, cougar, fisher, otter, etc. Also
antlers, horns, bear rugs, moose heads, antler
chandeliers, furs, etc. Wholesale Catalog $1.00.
North Country Taxidermy, Box 188G, Keene, NY
12942. www.northcountrytaxidermy.com
www.adirondackreflections.com

OPTICS

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020. Visit
us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US Night
Vision Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite #103,
Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626. Fax
714-899-4485.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,
YOUR BEST SELLING TOOL.

AMERICAN

Ask for our rate cards for both GUNS
AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
MAGAZINES. Listing rates for both
magazines are $1.00 (1X-rate)!!

a word including address and phone
number (if it is in your ad). Display
rates go from 1" to 3", 1-6 (HG)
and 1-12 (GN) times rates.
WRITE: Classified Advertising, 591
Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego,
CA 92108, Or call (619)297-8525
for more information.

ADVERTISE ONLINE!

—
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The Firearms Marketing Group is pleased fo
announce our NEW Web Site advertising program.
We are now offering advertisers the opportunity
to reach on-line sportsmen and gun enthusiasts
in three distinct categories:

=— GENERAL INTEREST FIREARMS
=— HANDGUNS
= FIREARMS BUSINESS

Contact Information:
FMG Advertising Representative
Hollis Grdina
Toll-free: 888-732-6461 ® Fax: 619-297-5353

LIFE

WITHOUT

HANOGUNS and
SELF DEFENSE

b

LAFE W TMHOILHT

FE AN

Life Withowt Fear is the most infoe-
miative guide ever writlen on the sub-
ject of self defense and the handgun. i
iz designed to provida the reader with
the kngwiledge end skills necessary to
survive & lethal confrontation, It is
written to appeal 1o &l handgun cwn
ers, with a special chapler specifically
for the marny wormen who are now
turming 1o the handgun &5 a means for
seff dedense. Thes book also covers
lawy and seff defense, recomemenda-
tions of tested handguns and equip-
mend, pre-planning and home security.
& must for all handgun owmners. Black
& white photos, 212 pgs.

'TBE'FHMMM copyie) of Life

! Without Faar at $12. 05 gach, phot 35,00
m ey sk, Clutsiche dhe LS. add
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15

Percentage overall sales in the industry
are up over last year, primarily related
to police and government sales,
especially ammunition.

Concealed carry permits issued by
Michigan in the first year.

34

Percentage homicide rate is down in
Texas since the concealed carry law
was enacted by Bush in 1995 —
the lowest in over 40 years.

32

States of the Union with right-to-carry laws

44

Cities in California who have either over-
turned or are repealing and de-publishing
their “Saturday Night Special” bans.

75

Percentage of Americans who overwhelm-
ingly agree with individual right-to-carry
interpretation, according to latest poll.

Number of NRA Commemorative Silver

Bullet key chains confiscated by room-tem-

perature 1.Q. airport security, citing, “We
can't allow anything resembling a weapon
aboard.” Why are we not surprised?

$21.19

Amount one gallon of Evian water or one
box of premium .45 ACP ammo costs.
You decide.
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Continued from page 146

spread my Handgunner out in front of me, there were often curious questions from
people about guns, hunting and more. | found there are many fellow shooters and
hunters out there, also hesitant to be known. More importantly, | found there are many
people anxious to have questions answered about guns, and my magazines often
opened the door to those conversations. The assembly applauded. | could tell, they
weren't applauding me — but the idea. A “Why haven't | thought of that before?’ ook
flashed across many faces, followed closely with big, mischievous grins.

| continued the conversation. We spoke of our children and our heritage. | pointed
out the young man, Tanner, who sheepishly put his arm up and gave a shy wave. After
watching that weekend, | was reminded we hold the keysto our children’s future. If
they go on to value our heritage, it will be because we teach them about it. They will
inherit our guns, our gear and our legacy, but only if we help them. If wetruly care,
we'll do something about it, exactly like those many parents at the match, who were
doing something about it. Their kids were there, shooting, competing, trying. “In the
arena,” as Teddy Roosevelt said. Not plugged into a video game in a dark room.

If we don't take the time to build the foundation today, it will al die, now, with us.
Don't let it die. Take pre-emptive strikes. Reach out to new shooters. Demand your local
stores stock the magazines you read. And most importantly, pass on the legacy. Today.

rownells (famous for their “to-
die-for” catalog of gunsmithing
goodies) is suing Midway USA.
Midway’s latest offering is an
“Affordable Gunsmithing” catalog
touting their line of gunsmithing sup-
plies. Brownells claims their own catalog
designis “unique and inherently distinc-
tive” for it'sformat, index, varnish on the

NEW MEANING
TO THE TERM
“FIREPOWER™

ou saw it herefirst.
Own your very own
genuine Kalashnikov
VodkaAK-47. This
isano-foolin’ rendition
of the all-to-familiar
AK, madein Russia,
crated in an honest
gun-type crate and filled
with just as honest Kalash-
nikov vodka. All for your enjoyment.
Find it at your local liquor emporium (avail-
able from World Of Spirts, Inc.) and if they don’t
haveit, tell ‘em —"1I"ll be back ...”
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cover, four-column product offerings and
other specific points. Brownells says
Midway’s catalog is “unfair competiton”
due to design similarities. Brownells asks
that Midway, “be permanently restrained
and enjoined from further distribution of
their catalog and that any infringing cata-
logs be destroyed.” We'll keep you
posted on the outcome.




Before the computer mouse, there was:

Smith & Wesson -
The original "Point and click inferface.

~ Mn
CAMMO
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CONFUSIO
M irst, you carpet your
II bedroom with the latest
in wall-to-wall offer-
ings from Advantage and
Realtree. Nicely ask your
wife or girlfriend to don her
matching nighties (courtesy
of your last trip to the
Cabelas catalog). Then turn
the lights down to simulate dawn in a duck bllnd and play

the “Can you find me game?’ What's the prize? That's ‘er,
ah, ‘um, personal, we'd imagine.

Fly NMe To The Moon?

t seems Thunder Ranch has raised the bar in “fun”
I training. Ever wanted to ride in a helicopter? Like to shoot
rifles? How about shooting rifles from helicopters? T.R.’s
new “Aerial Gunnery” classisjust the ticket. But move fast
— thefirst one's sold out. | hear they’re looking for a
Sherman tank now ...

PARTS IS PARTS

ot a“Talon” pistol? Too bad. We tried to call ‘em but
they were out of business. Could this be one of the rea-
sons? This reminds us of the old used-car guarantee:
“We guarantee this car completely. If you drive it off
the lot and it breaks into three pieces, al three pieces are
yours.” We're not exactly sure what the “made from alloy
metal” in the slide was, but it wasn’t much. We're not sure of
the details of the exciting moments of the “event,” but a sharp-

eyed reader spotted this at hislocal gun store as the customer

. send the gun “to
Repaired. Sorta’
If you have one of
tious” about shooting it. Can

wanted to know where he could
be repaired.”
Yeah, right.
solder, epoxy, super-
glue it back together?
these winners, we' d be
abit, shall we say, “cau
you say, “ paperweight?’
WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

SUED BY GOLT

WA International, Inc. (does business as American
Western Arms), the manufacturer of the “Peace-
keeper” and “Longhorn” single action 1873
revolvers, has been sued by Colt’'s Manufacturing and
New Colt Holding Corporation for allegedly copying Colt’'s
“trade dress.” According to the suit, Colt says it is the only
company that can make single action army revolvers which
have the “overall appearance” of the Model P. They allege the
AWA revolvers are too similar to Colt’'s and the consumer is
buying the AWA revolvers, thinking they are buying a Colt, or
that it's a product affiliated with Colt. Thisis like walking into
a Ford dedler and thinking you're buying a Chevy. Give us a
break. At least give the customer the benefit of the doubt as to
having enough brains to read the tag.

AWA's roll-mark clearly states “ American Western Arms’
and is packaged to clearly show the manufacturer isAWA.
There's aso the little tidbit about the fact the AWA is about
$900 cheaper than a Colt. You think you'd notice that?

Colt claimsthe entire overall appearance of the single action
army revolvers— from the sights to the color case finish— are
Colt’s protectable property. This, in spite of the fact that since
the 1950s, thousands of replicas have been sold by several com-
panies. Where will this stop? The 1911 design? Will Caspian,
Kimber, Springfield Armory, etc. be prevented from manufac-
turing their model s? How about the AR15 clones?

AWA is defending the lawsuit vigorously. In addition to
pointing out Colt stopped selling the Model Pfrom 1941 to
1956, since then companies from Ruger to American Western
Arms have manufactured single actions — all with no action
from Colt (to our knowledge). And it gets better.

According to AWA, Colt is claiming the word “replica’ is
ambiguous, that it didn’t discontinue the manufacture of single
action revolvers around 1940, that Colt refuses to admit
knowledge of the many other companies making single
actions prior to the mid 1990s, that they were unaware replicas
were used at cowboy matches prior to 1995 and that the AWA
guns are not marked American Western Arms and AWA ltaly.

If Colt prevailsonits broad “trade dress’ claim, it's possible
they could prevent al manufacturers of replica 1873 revolvers
from selling guns. AWA told Handgunner they will continue to
fight the lawsuit and continue to improve their own products.

A call to Colt met with the following response: “We do not
comment on pending litigation.” Handgunner
welcomes your comments. ‘

Mant more indestny news? Chech out

www.SHOOTINGINDUSTRY.com
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Take Pre-Emptive Strikes

said the young man with the gun,

looking medirectly inthe eyes. |
smiled as | shook his hand, noticing his
firm handshake. The powder smearson his
sweaty face matched his serious demeanor.
He glanced away quickly and said, “I'm
sorry sir, | haveto go. I’'m up.” He moved
thoughtfully to the shooter’s box, waited
— hands high — and when the tone came
moved with practiced skill. Plates fell and
he was victorious over a startled-looking
adult next to him. The young man, Tanner,
was 14 at the time and we were at the
Handgunner/ST1 World Shootoff held
recently in Montrose, Colorado.

It was my first time there and won't be
my last. | was introduced to literally hun-
dreds of shooters, from virtualy every
shooting discipline possible. IPSC, IDPA,
Bullseye, Cowboy Shooting and you-
name-it were on hand. This unique match
isarare opportunity for competitors and
casual shooters to compete with anyone
regardless of their particular interest. In
the final stages, you might find a western-
costumed hombre with a single action,
toe-to-toe with an unlimited shooter, steel

“l t'sapleasure to meet you, sir,”

platesin front, waiting for the horn. And
sometimes the single action wins.

After three days of shaking hands,
walking the ranges and meeting people, |
came away impressed. The people | met
seemed genuinely interested to meet the
new editor at Handgunner and | have to
confess, | was genuinely interested in
meeting them. There's an old German
proverb that goes: “ The eyes believe
themselves — the ears believe other
people.” What | believe now | saw with
my own eyes. There were no surprises,
other than the quality of the young com-
petitors | watched.

| couldn’t help notice the concentra-
tion on the faces of everyone on the line
— but most especially on the faces of
those 13- and 14-year-old handgunners.
“When,” | asked one father, “do you ever
see alook of that intensity on the face of
ayoung adolescent?’

He smiled and said, “Not often, and
this sure besats the same face while they
have a video game controller in their hand,
wouldn't you say?’ I'd say.

Thisall caused meto mull it over. In
conversation with shooters | recalled how |
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have often been embarrassed to open my
own magazinewhile| est a afast food
restaurant. While flying on business, |
sometimes hesitate to unlimber a Hand-
gunner or Guns Magazine— aware of the
effect it may have on the more liberal
around me. | hesitated to buy agun maga-
zineand pay for itin front of astring of
shoppers at the Piggly Wiggly. | was begin-
ning to fedl asif those magazines were con-
traband and indeed, they must be, because
they areincreasingly hard to find on the
shelves. Then one day it al changed.

It dawned on me there was nothing
wrong with my sport, with my vocation or
with my hobby. | was breaking no law. My
enjoyment of firearms, of their history, use
and collecting, had many positive things
going for it. Firearms have given me a
lifetime of enjoyment, have protected my
thin-hide at times and provided my family
with food. Why should | be ashamed?
Then | had what my shrink-father callsa
“catharsis’ — | said to hell with ‘em.

At the match, | was given the opportu-
nity to say afew words and confess|
took advantage of the captive audience. |
related my new-found attitude. |
reminded the attentive crowd to be proud
of their shooting heritage, to share their
accomplishments, their children’s compe-
tition stories, hunting memories and to
not be ashamed or embarrassed to be a
gun owner. | told them, once | began to

Continued on page 144
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WHO SAYS

Les Baer Custom
Makes The Best 1911’s
In The World?

THE PEOPLE WHO

Talk is m Mowhere i that more obwvious thal in the firearms industry, whens virually
avary 19711 manutacheer and cushom gun maker clalims 10 have the "best” 1811 on the
markil. Bub, just Sming so doasn't maks # . fact

At Las Basr Cusbom, wa're confident thal we bulld the bast 19118 in the workd, But, we don't
expact you o take gur word for iL Instand, we urga you 1o hear what other pecple have 1o
gay - raspected, knowladgeabls paople who work with firearms every day and whoos wonds
&l Cpinkons. Camy a kot of walght

Ag all professionals know, ol Les Baer 181 18 slart with Les’s own precision frames. and
sidas, Thin thiy'ne custom bulll for a padect Bt That's why Les Baer 19115 have aamed a
wall daserved roputation lor UNcoMpromising quality and unerming accuracy. They're working
QuUng - bt for the profassionais whd work with Quing,

More than thirty Les Basr Cusiom 1811 modals are avallable for duty, delenss and
compatition, inchsding

Baer 1911 PREMIER N
Arenca 5 lepcing
cuakam 1011

Ten modeis of Les Baer 1911 plstods are now avieiiabie for sale in Californial

Les Baer Custom Ultimate AR .223 Rifles

Coar AR 223 ribass. feadure Bha vty Degl parts svadlabia ampwhers T-i]r # all custorn byl with paingiaking

care 50 @l parts W perlecty. Most impoitant, they perlorm Bes no other AR on T planet,
Beveral models avadatla

172" MOA
GUARANTEED!

AN AR 25 By alpe Jvaiabie
Mm‘:

+ LG Wikt Ligoacy sl Liwws

= LB Pipbarobind! Papbecvnal M C v

v LG e Mgl Dioaity Sesedd
Sl B

+ LB Mgy Das Bhack wFicatany

e TR T R R Top R

Rk Dedoogorio LES BAER -
4 vl LAY Fuor mesne indormsation and curment retal m ‘m e ﬂ-

pricing. reler 10 o walb 5te, or send - ]
$2.00 bor cartiadogy. Mormal offics Hours Performance.

SAM-SPM CET

Diaabars send FFL for desler pricing It's everything. ) .,

Export inlormiation avalable on request 29601 348 Ave, Hillsdale, IL 61257 w -
www.lesbaer.com Phone: (M9)556-2716 Fax: (309)E58-2610

Email: lesbatrinetexpress.net
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COP” (Custon: Defanse Packags) pistods s bulk s the
Himtar Custom Shop. They inchude features faued ool
o ctnmemads defarme pamls ke catry bewel reatmant,
checkered frost strap and Meprodght® Trtium might sighes, it
The fafl sizv Custom COP and the ftra COP with Dee-inch barel  \ "= | W} _
are pictured. AY four COP models are chambered in 45 ACE. --.___,..--L._‘\ S

Kimber. Carry the best.

Kimber® is the world's lurgest manulaciures
of 1911 pistels with good reason. Chamberad
in the powerful .45 ACP cartridge, the 1911
is preferred by the majoriny of elite law
enforcement and military units, as well

as professional defense instructors and
competition shooters. The brand they most
often recommend is the brand they are

Kimber pistels have a host of custom featires
others find oo difficult o manufacture or
1o expensive to buy from owtside sources.
Each Kimber has a one-picce match grade
barrel, chamber and rigger group, rounded
and bended edges, dovetail-mounted sights,
lowered and flared ejection port and
beavertail grip safety. Slides and barrels

Tan i
most likely to camry. Kimber. mﬁjﬁﬁ,mm:‘m are machined from steel forgings. Frames

stainkss Seel side and fen spung are machined from forgings or solid blocks

r pistols are made | state-of- :
Kimber pistols are made in our State-of  pyuupny weigntis onkr 24 ounces.  of premium aluminum,

the-art American Factory, while most other

brands are linle more than assembled parts Visit one of 1,500 Kimber Master Dealers
made under contract in foreign machine shops. Kimber and compare a Kimber with another brand of 1911—
uses the finest materials and precise manufacturing or any other pistol design. See For voursell why Kimber

processes that combine is the best pistol to camy
to hobd tolerances up to and why any other brand i
thres times tighter than is just a compromise, - o
the competition. s
-~ :
L]
* The oew Pro Carmy HO™ (Heavy Dty
Th Litra Carny™ & chambansd §n .45 ACP A5 ACP has & ful sie stainkess stoal
and 40 SEW Very accurale and Prawmgt g Fourdnchy Dull bl Tis
absalisly dependabe. it S ihe emale! i for oty o concaaked cany.
and Nghtesr 15913 svailahie ooy,

For complate islormalion on Kimber rifles and pislels pleaze s2ad 52 1o Kimber, Depl. 169, Ose Lawbea Slreel, Yonkers, NY 10709,
call (300) 330-2418. oo vlzi www, kimbesamerica. com

e ] W Tl prrrerlie] st o Pl el o p el o) b P wei it rel i, Flemes gty B derp iR g el Ui el 400 &0 Tinara R LA e Fuluced Cali Gal
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