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LIGHTER WEIGHT AND*
LOWER RECOIL.,
¢ THE NEW RUGERKP95.

RUGER KP95
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GUNS Magazine Announces

NEW EDITOR

ello, fellow shooters! Beginning
H with the November issue, it will be

my privilege to serve as the editor of
GUNS Magazine. | cannot begin to convey
how excited | am by this opportunity!

In a way, my association with GUNS
goes back to the mid-'60s. As a youngster,
while others my age were reading comic
books, | was driven to read GUNS magazine
and related shooting and hunting books.
Those were great days, and GUNS fired my
imagination with wonderful, informative
and entertaining stories by some of the
greatest of American gun writers. As pleas-
ant as such nostalgic recollections can be,
these are the good-old-days for shooters!

Never has there existed such an abun-
dance of new and exciting firearms! For
those who enjoy being on the cutting edge,
we have seen fantastic new advances in
materials for rifle and handgun construction,
new components for handloaders, new
methods of manufacture, and even new igni-
tion systems. Shotgunners now have radical
new lead shot alternatives for waterfowling,
and new-generation slugs that make the old
Foster-type slug seem positively primitive.

So high-tech is not your thing? It is
amazing to realize that you can stroll down
to your local gun shop and purchase beauti-
ful, brand-new versions of such classics as
the 1873 Winchester, the S&W Russian
revolver, and the Colt 1872 Open Top.

Do you enjoy firearms as fine works of
art? With due respect to the great names of the
past, the finest custom gunmakers the world
has ever seen are working in America today.
Truly friend, these are the good-old-days!

So, perhaps you can tell that | am pas-
sionate about firearms. What are you pas-
sionate about in the world of sporting arms?
GUNS is your magazine, and we want to
hear from you. Tell us what you enjoy, what
you don't care for, and what you would like
to see more of. We are extremely interested
in your opinions.

Finally, | would like to thank Scott Farrell
for the great job he did as the previous editor
of GUNS Scott has left to pursue the com-
pletion of a book that he has in the works,
and we wish him al possible success.

Yours for better shooting-
Jim Gardner
ed@gunsmagazine.com
[619] 819-4535
591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92108
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BUILT TO WITHSTAND THE TOUGHEST TEST ON EARTH:

YOUR KID

The all new, all stainless, all American Henry Mini-Bolt 22 is
bugilt o withstand the oughest environmenial conditions,
il;p;'ll,u_!iug il YOI, enthustastic kid who's eager o bearn how
tix shoot.

Wie've teamed up stainlesz steel with a toagh fiberglass
stock, The result §s a rifle that's virtwally kid-peood,

A beavertall forearm offers a comfortable and firm grip.
It's ane-picee bolt delivers the extremely smoath action all
Henry rifles are femous for. For enhanced socuracy, this
single shod 22 has a stainless stee] barre] with #ight
groove rifling,

The ||r|.1r].' Min-Bolt 22 has
Willkams Fire Sights, with
illuminated two green dod
adjustable rear sight and b
contrasting red iront sight,

r

They can be adjusted for windage and clevation, [f's rare b
final sights of thi= quality on o youwth rfle,

HEKREY REPEATING ARMS COMPANY
Phone: (T18) 490.5600 «Fax: (T18) TG8-8056 » www henryrepeating.com

—

Starl them right.

HENRY MINI BOLT .22

FTAINLERS

Thee manually operated safety allows the gun to be carmed
safely when cocked and to load and unload with peace of mind.
Crverall lemgth s 30 1747, barvel length is 16 1/47 and length of
puall i 11 1527, Tt weeghs just 3 154 pounds, perfect for a
yiungster's amaller staturc.

Anvd we didn’t forget the great looks that young people
appreciate, The stainbess steel elements contrast dramatically
with the black stock and illuminated sights. Classic styling
includes wrap around checkering, pistol grip and European
sivle balt handle,

Give a youngster the gift of learning to shoot and handle a
firearm in a safe and responsible fshaon.

The Mini-Balt's snggesied retail price of only $160.05
makes i more than alfordabbe to join vowr child in the great
outdoors for a safe and enjoyable time, We at Henry Bepeating
Arms hope this rifle helps filers keep o great American
traditson alwee

Contact us today for a free color entalogue of all our
Henry rifles, amd for o list of our distributors.

110 ik Sireet, Brooklyn, New York 11215 »
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“The Duke”

Just a quick note to tell you how much |
enjoyed Dave Anderson’s retrospective on
Roy Weatherby and hisrifles. While | was of
course aware of the Weatherby rifles and
cartridges, | had no idea of just how exten-
sive Roy Weatherby's early experiments
were. | have to say that the Weatherby style
of stock design has not aways appealed to
me, but | can certainly admire someone who
honestly believes that he has a better design,
and then goes out to prove it.

The entire story was great, but it was the
photo of “The Duke” — John Wayne — that
brought a smile to my face. How wonderful
to be reminded that this American icon was
not embarrassed to be seen with a fine
firearm, even when not on the soundstage.

Thanks for another great issuel
Don Cooper
Denver, Colo.

.30 Carhine Booster

| really enjoyed Chuck Karwan's arti-
cle on the .30 Carbine and agree with him
wholeheartedly that the MI Carbine
should be integrated into law enforcement
to supplement the pump-action shotgun.
As a weapons training instructor and 23-
year veteran of the largest Sheriff’s
department in the United States, | have
seen countless deputies fail an easy shot-
gun run-and-shoot qualification due to the
psychological and physiological fear of
the shotgun’s recaoil.

The .30 Carbine, on the other hand, is
virtually recoilless when compared to the
12-gauge shotgun and delivers 2/3 more
energy than the .45 ACP pistol. Since it pro-
vides more power than the 9mm Nato
Carbines but less than the .223 Carbines, the
.30 Carbine seems just right for police work.

Regarding G.I. tales from World War
[, I must rely on my late father, who as a
farm lad learned to shoot arifle accurately
at a very young age. Although he rarely
spoke of the war, and never watched war
movies, his personal experience with the
M1 .30 Carbine through the Solomon
Island campaign and the liberation of the
Philippines must be acknowledged. He
told me that the Carbine always did what
it was supposed to, and that on
Bougainville and New Georgia, the only
complaints he heard about the Carbine
were from people who couldn’t hit any-
thing with it! "Nuff said on that.

H.R. Flynt
Monrovia, Calif.

Too Good To Lose

John Taffin's July 2001 article on the .45
Colt is the best on the subject | have ever
read. | have made copies and stashed themin
strategic places in my reloading manuals in
case | ever lose the origina magazine,
heaven forbid.

Fritz R. Dixon
Meridian, 1daho

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to:
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108.

Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

= NOVEMBER 2001

LETTERS TO GUNS

Now That’s Gustomer Service!

Tasco’s service is outstanding! |
recently purchased two of the Tasco
Optima 2000 red dot sights. One of the
sights worked perfectly. The other devel-
oped an intermittent problem. | returned
the sight to Tasco’s service department.

However, after sending it, | realized |
forgot to include the invoice from the ven-
dor | purchased it from. Ten days after
sending it, | received a postcard from
Tasco's service department in Miramar,
Fla., acknowledging receipt of the defec-
tive unit. The same day, | received a new
Optima 2000 sight from Tasco. That’s out-
standing service! | will buy Tasco again
and again!

Peter Adams
Palm Beach, Fla

Cowhoy Handloader

| would like to respond to your
Handloader Column in the September 1ssue
of GUNSMagazine “Loading the .45 S&W.”

In your article you claim there was no
loading data for 250 grain bullets. | beg to
differ with you. | am a Cowboy Action
shooter and a diehard user of Hodgdon's
Titegroup powder. In their Cowboy Action
Load Manua they have data for 250 grain
bullets not only for Titegroup but for most of
their pistol powders as well. | specifically
shoot the .45 S& W rounds out of all of my
Single Action revolvers using 250 grain
RNLFP over 4.6 grains of Titegroup. | have
found this to be a very accurate and light
recoiling load.

Anthony Calabria

Staten Island, N.Y.

CORRECTION

The September issue of GUNS, page
55, stated that the Taurus PT145 was fur-
nished with three magazines. This is not
correct. The PT145 is furnished with one
magazine. Additional magazines are avail-
able for $34.

GUNS MAGAZINE



Actions Speak Louder Than Words

FEW MAMUFACTURERS HAVE THE EXPERICHNCE To BUILD HEET ALL OF YOIl MUNTING AND SHOOTING NEEDE.

QUALITY, STRENGTH, ANMD DEPERMDARILITY INTO THE Pous.. UNSURPASSED ACCURACSY, OUTETANDING

ACTION OF A CENTERFIRE RIFLE LIKE SAVAGE. PERFORMANCE AMD UNBEATABLE VALUE MAEE SAVAGE
HUNMTERS AMND SPORTSMEN TESTIFY TO THE ACCURACY PHERICA™S CHOICE N SPORTIMG RIFLEL

ANDE FERFORMAMCE OF OUR RIFLES, WHATEVER THE CALIBER YOU CHOOSE, SAMAGE HAS
WE [FFER A WIDE VARETY OF STOCES, FREE-FLOATING THE ACTION T HMATCH. SEE YOUR LOCAL FIREARMS

RIFLED BARRELS, AMHD THE MOET POPULAR CALIRERS TO DEALER FOIR & CLOSER LOOE,

Maodel 10FCM SDOUT 3hor Action

Modal 111F  Long Acton
Madal 11F Shoet Action (miso availahis)

Modal T16FLSAK Long Adian

») SAVAGE ARMS

THE DEFINITION OF ACCURALCY

100 SFRINDIALE B0, WESTFIELD, MR OUpdS 'Wa'n SIVAGEARMS COMW
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Here's How This Risk-Free Offer Works
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panie Membarship will be cancoled; you'll owe nothing. 3.
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PIEVANCIRNTIMASTER

Bore Stay

rmer Marine Master Sgt. Jon Morgan mustered out of the
FOCorps with a better idea. After years of cleaning his M 16 rifle
without the aid of atool to keep solvent from running all over

his starched BDUs, Morgan invented the Bore Stay.

With a patent pending on the clever cleaning accessory, Morgan
manufactures the Bore Stay from aluminum alloy. The Bore Stay has
arotary locking guide on one end that fitsinto the locking lugs of an
M16. Simply twist and the Bore Stay is securely attached to the
upper receiver.

On the other end of the Bore Stay is a polymer cylinder into
which a cleaning jag or bronze brush is inserted. There is a small
porthole in the cylinder — the solvent hole. Wet the patch or brush
through the solvent hole and stroke the bore as usual.

If you need to add more solvent, retract the cleaning rod until you
can see the brush or patch through the solvent hole. Add your bore
cleaner and continue — all without
removing the rod.

BY CAMERON HOPKINS

Because the Bore Stay islocked into the receiver, it will not come
loose even as you work the cleaning rod back and forth. The poly-
mer cylinder prevents solvent from running into the trigger group or,
worse yet, spilling onto your dress blues.

Morgan's clever invention retails for $24.95. The former Marine
markets his product primarily at gun shows, so you probably won't
find one at your local gunshop. Buy direct from him. We know him
personally and can vouch that he ships the Bore Stay within 24 hours
of receiving an order. Semper Fi.

——
. o

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

C.J. Weapons
[909] 653-3098
WWW.Cjweapons.com
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NN TIMASTER

Sinclair Cleaning Stand

inclair isto shooters what Craftsman is

0 mechanics — the one brand you can

ount on for quality, value and selec-

tion. We have long been an adherent of

Sinclair International since we have used

and abused many of their fine products in

the course of pursuing our dubious hobbies
of reloading and shooting.

Sinclair International is a mail-order
business specializing in high-end tools and
accessories for serious handloaders and
competition shooters. They sell other brands
of gear aswell astheir own designs. It isthe
latter we are testing here, the Sinclair clean-
ing rest for AR-15 rifles.

The cleaning rest is a take-down affair
consisting of two horizontal legs, two round
crossmembers and two upright cradles,
padded to protect the rifle's finish. The
whole thing assembles with nothing more
complicated than one Allen wrench.
Construction is aluminum.

The dimensions of the cradles in the rest
are perfect for the “back rifle’ with enough
distance to allow the pistol grip clearance

from the bench
surface. The cra-
dles themselves
are spacious
enough to
accommodate
the popul ar -
round-style
forends on many °
of the target-ver-
sion ARs.

Easily taken

BY CAMERON HOPKINS

apart and stored,

the Sinclair AR cleaning rest can be trans-
ported to the range and set up with mini-
mal fuss. This is where the product truly
shines for it is a definite hassle to pack up
our usual “cleaning rest,” a 50-pound
bench vise with rubber-padded jaws.

We found it a help to C-clamp the rest to
the shooting bench to keep the whole thing
from moving while pushing a tightly fitted
brush or patch down the bore.

The Sinclair AR cleaning rest retails
for $44.95.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sinclair International
2330 Wayne Haven St.
Fort Wayne, Ind. 46803

[219] 493-1858
www.sinclairintl.com
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EENCIENTIMASTER

Leupold Mark 4 Rings

eef and brawn are “out” now that

ultra-lightweight mountain rifles are

“in.” But that doesn't mean there
isn't still a place for a rock-solid scope
mount carved from a chunk of all-American
steel. Leupold’'s Mark 4 scope mount con-
sists of an integral ring and base, machined
from a single piece of steel. The Mark 4
mount is the very antithesis of feather-
weight; these mounts are the Suburbans of
Scope rings.

Available in 30mm and 1-inch sizes, the
Mark 4 mounts are made to fit on a
Picatinny rail. More and more tactical rifles
are coming with Picatinny sight rails, such
as dl the flat-top ARs, Springfield Armory
M1As and the new DSA scope covers for
FALs. Additionally, Leupold makes
Picatinny bases to fit most bolt-action rifles.
(A Picatinny is basicaly a military-spec
Weaver base.)

The Mark 4 base is made to hold heavy-
duty scopes and prevent loss of zero from
theinevitable jarring and bumping that atac-
tical rifle receives. Talk about strong — the

BY CAMERON HOPKINS

Mark 4 mount attaches to
its rail with a hex nut
crosspiece. No pansy
screws here; you need a
1/2-inch socket to mount a
Mark 4.

Measuring .630-inch
wide and .110-inch thick,
the Mark 4 mount comesin
low, medium and tall
heights. A pair of 30mm
mounts tipped the scales at
7 ounces, amost a half-
pound of Leupold steel!

We use Mark 4 mounts exclusively on
our tactical rifles. We have a set on our
Remington 700P and another on our Les
Baer AR. Frankly, we would not even con-
sider anything but Leupold's heavy-duty
Mark 4 mounts for any hard-use rifle.

One caution — go easy on that socket
wrench when you install aMark 4. It may be
as strong as a lugnut, but over-torquing
could damage the base. See your nearest
Leupold dealer. Suggested retail is $206.20.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Leupold & Stevens
PO. Box 688
Beaverton, Ore. 97075
[503] 526-5195
www. leupold.com

continued on page 72
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Shoot more for less 5!

SIG-SAUER ! At a moment like this,
are the best
option you’ve got.

BERETTA = ¢ Instinctive activation
Lightning fast
Pinpoint accuracy

TAURUS Enhanced vision
Powerful deterrent

Albows mae of Inevpensive
LILR im vour Fvorite e

New models. Lower prices.
Conversions available fer . Free catalog.
ILTNEN
BERETTA
TALURLS D 800-442-2406
LK 1 i
ARLEM1E !
MINLI4  §
AKAT g
360G i
& el
JUMATHAN ARTHUR CIENER
ETE0 Cammerce 51 Duzt 58

Caps Cansssral, FL 1330

- P 9 FULL SIZE 7/ COMPACT A product of the T
L 1911
Send 5130 for Conmeereios Inflg, 3 C
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TRADITION

W

912 VARIOMAX"

3" MAGNUM i

reducing felt recoil, and ensuring maximum
reliability for both heavy and light loads.

Second, an optional mercury filled

The new 912 Variomax™ has the softest felt
recoil of any 3'/.” magnum autoloader

on the market. Its equipped with
Franchi’s newest innovation, the recoil reducer can easily be installed

inside the butt stock soaking up
additional kick.

The 912 Variomax™ has the power and reach

Dual-Recoil-Reduction System™.

First, a bleed-off adjustment collar
located in the forend makes it simple to
regulate the amount of expelled gas, thus of a 3'/." magnum but doesn't kill at both ends.

THINK SAFETY!

]
_E‘raIlCI I I For a catalog or nearest dealer:
J 301-283-6981 www.franchiusa.com

Imported by Benelli USA
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Good Things Come In

SMALL PACKAGES .300 WSM

he .300 Winchester Short Magnum (WSM) isanonbelted case that is shorter and larger

in diameter than the current .300 Winchester Magnum. Theoretically, this short, fat

case should burn powder more efficiently, allowing comparable velocities with smaller

powder charges, which results in less recoil. Short cases also allow the use of short actions.
And benchrest competitors have proven that such short, fat cases are inherently accurate.

From a 24-inch barrdl, the factory 180-grain loads clocked at 2,970 fps, and 150-grain loads

at 3,300 fps. Asthe chart below shows, chronographed velocities supported the factory’s claims.

CARTRIDGE VELOCITY EXTREME SPREAD STANDARD DEVIATION
W-W 180-grain Power Point 2,941 21 8.8
W-W 180-grain Fail Safe 2,978 48 18.6
W-W 150-grain Ballistic Silver Tip 3,262 44 17.6

Velocities were measured 10 feet from the muzzle of a Winchester model 70 Featherweight rifle with a 24-inch barrel.

TALE OF THE TAPE

.300 WINCHESTER SHORT MAGNUM CASE DIMENSIONS

MEASURED DIMENSIONS

SAAMI MAXIMUM UNFIRED CA
Rim Diameter 0.535 inch 0.535 inch 0.535 inch
Base Diameter 0.555 inch 0.546 inch 0.558 inch
Shoulder Diameter 0.538 inch 0.535 inch 0.540 inch
Neck Diameter 0.344 inch 0.336 inch 0.340 inch
Case Mouth Diameter 0.344 inch 0.336 inch 0.340 inch
Cartridge Overall Length  2.56 to 2.86 inches 2.825 inches —_—

to their brims, was 79 grains. The
capacity of fired cases was 84 grains.
The rifle on loan from Winchester was a
standard model 70 Featherweight, with that
attractive stock design used ever since the
Featherweight was reintroduced a couple of
decades ago. The barrel has a dightly heav-
ier contour than that seen on Featherweights
chambered in standard cartridges. At 7.5
pounds, it is approximately a quarter pound
heavier than standard Featherweights. The
24-inch barrel has a 1-in-10-inch rate of
twist. It appeared that thisrifle was a pre-pro-
duction model, as the only markings on the
barrel were the caliber and the usual
Winchester proof-mark. | fitted a Leupold
2.5-8X Vari-X 111 scope for testing.
Functioning of the .300 WSM in the
Winchester rifle was flawless. With the rifle
loaded to capacity (three cartridges in the
magazine, one in the chamber), | worked the
action slowly, then normally, then as hard
and fast as it could be worked. In all cases,
cartridges fed, chambered, extracted and
gjected perfectly. Feeding of cartridges from
magazine to chamber was smooth and
required little effort.
The only fault with the rifle was the heavy
6- to 7-pound trigger pull, typical of most cur-
rent factory rifles. Fortunately, the model 70
trigger is one of the best. It can be readily

Thecasecapacity of unfired cases, filled
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adjusted by a knowledgeable gunsmith.

Gunsmith Ed Brown has experimented
with the .300 WSM chambered in his cus-
tom M702 action. With a 24-inch barrel,
Brown has chronographed velocities over
3,000 fps with factory 180-grain ammuni-
tion, and over 3,300 fps with the 150-grain
factory loads. On average, he has been get-
ting about 40 to 50 fps more velocity than |
have observed with my current test rifle.
Rifles vary in the velocities produced for a
number of reasons. It's possible that lower
resistance to bullet travel from the very
smooth, hand-lapped barrels on Brown's
riflesis a factor here.

BY DAVE ANDERSON

RELOADING FOR THE

The loading dies | used were made by
Redding. And, as with all Redding
products, their quality is first rate in
every respect. Loading data for the .300
WSM isjust starting to be published. Initial
testing suggests that factory ballistics can be
achieved with several moderately slow-
burning powders, including W-W 760 and
IMR-4350.

Data from the Olin Corporation’s
Winchester Division Ballistic Services shows
aload of 68.0 grains of WC760 powder with
WLR primers, and the 180-grain Fail Safe
bullet seated to give a cartridge overall length
of 2.825 inches. Resulting velocities aver-
aged 2,940 fps at 60,200 psi.

In the test rifle, | wasn’t able to utilize
this much powder. | was able to duplicate
factory velocities with 64.0 grains of
Winchester 760 powder, W-W large rifle
magnum primers and 180-grain Nosler
Ballistic Tip bullets seated to give an overall
cartridge length of 2.825 inches. With 66.0
grains of 760, velocities averaged 3,046 fps.
But bolt lift was noticeably sticky, suggest-
ing pressures on the high side.

Accuracy proved very good with all loads
tested. Three-shot spreads with the 180-grain
Power Pointsranged from 1.5to 1.75 inches.
The 150-grain Ballistic Silvertips and 180-
grain Fail Safe loads both shot into around
1.25 inches, while the reloads with Nosler
Ballistic Tips produced nice round three-shot
groups in the 1-inch range.

To achieve a cartridge overall length of
2.825 inches, the 180-grain bullets must be
seated with their bases well into the case
body. The .300 WSM does not appear well
adapted for heavier bullets. However, a pre-
mium 180-grain bullet at 3,000 fpsis amost
effective combination. Premium 165-grain
bullets such as the Barnes X at 3,150 fps to
3,200 fps may prove to be the best all-pur-

pose load in this cartridge.
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VARG LUNS

Sometimes,
CHEAP IS GOOD

nding a good bargain is one of the

small joys of life. A firearm that per-

forms like one twice or more its price
gives double satisfaction as well as value.
First, there is the high performance that
makes us feel better about ourselves for
using it. Then, there is the sense of having
done the smart thing in purchasing it, which
makes us feel good about ourselves, too.

A good example is the Ruger .45 auto.
Ruger's “P" series guns, their center-fire
semiautomatics, are model-numbered for the
year their design was finaized. Their first,
the 9mm P85, didn't actually become avail-
able until a year or two after its announce-
ment. And the early ones were a disappoint-
ment, the only redly flawed auto pistols
Ruger has ever produced. Their accuracy
was mediocre, and in many specimens, so
was reliability. In addition, the safety/decock
lever was too tiny to manipulate.

Bill Ruger, Sr. was not happy. He ordered
asweeping redesign. Feedback from shooters
across the country soon reveal ed the problem
areas. A lot of the problem was in the barrel.
| had my P85 done over by Irv Stone (barrel)
and Nolan Santy (safety lever).

The redesigned P85 Mark Il soon
appeared, and then the P89. 100-percent
function and acceptable accuracy had been
restored. Then — finalized on the drawing
board in 1990 and shipped in 1991 — came
the long awaited Ruger .45 automatic.

A WINNER
FROM THE BEGINNING

he first Ruger .45 auto, the P90, was a
I success. Designed to take a lifetime of
full power 10mm Auto at nearly 40,000
ps pressure (it had looked at the time asiif the
Ten was the coming thing), it was over-engi-
neered for the .45 ACP cartridge and laughed
at +P pressures. It fed everything from those
10mm equivalent rounds (185 grain JHP at
1150 fps) to feeble “softball” target loads, the
same weight bullet in the 700 foot second
range. The latter would dribble its spent cas-
ings onto your shoes, but it would cycle every
time. It fed every hollow point known to man,
including the dreaded “flying ashtray.”
| had approved it as soon as | tested it as
an optional gun for the officers on my
department, which issued .357 Ruger
revolvers but allowed double-action .45
autos. It was later decided to issue everyone
a DA 45. | had a part in the testing. The
Ruger beat every other double action .45
auto of the period, and in 1993 the P90
became standard issue for my PD. We've
been carrying it ever since.
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BY MASSAD AYOOB

RUGGED RELIABILITY

of ammo has gone through those guns.

We've replaced a couple of magazine
release springs and trigger springs. We now
have three variations of Ruger .45sin thefield.

A couple of our people carry the P97
DC, the lightweight polymer-frame version
introduced a couple of years ago. It has the
same high order of reliability (though it
doesn’t tolerate light target loads, which for
usisirrelevant), and some find it to simply
fit the hand better.

A couple of officers who choose to carry
off-safe have been encouraged to carry the
P90 DC, whose de-cocking lever is spring-
loaded as on the P97, which means it can
never be accidentally engaged. Most carry
the standard P90, whose de-cocking lever
also functions as a manual safety.

The frame of the Ruger is either polymer

I n the roughly eight years since, awhole lot

or aluminum depending on the model, and
the slide is made of the aptly named Terhune
Anticorro stainless. We get a lot of rain and
snow. Our guns don't rust. They also have to
be absolutely filthy and dry to malfunction,
conditions we don’t alow to happen. To
help that high level of reliability along, we
had our guns treated with Sentry Solutions,
a long-term dry lube, by Tarnhelm Supply
(Www.tarnhelm.com).

Each weapon is fitted with PT night sights
by IWI, advertised in these pages. Black Hills
ammunition supplies premium-quality duty
loads, 230-grain Gold Dot bulletsrated for 850
fps out of our 4-inch barrels, and aremanufac-
tured training load of identical specifications.
Duty holster is the superb high-security
Safariland 070, origindly designed by Bill
Rogers asthe SSH 1.

SURPRISING ACCURACY

nyone who has seriously shot a P90
A or P97 has been startled by its accu-

recy. My department issue service
pistol recently put five out of five shots in
1.25 inches at 25 yards from a hand-held
bench rest, using generic Rem-UMC 230
grain ball. Last year, | won the police offi-
cer’s association shoot for my state with this
gun using Winchester USA generic hardball.
Good cheap gun plus good cheap ammo
equals damn good performance.

Yes, | said cheap! At my local gun shop,
you can buy a new P97 or good used P90 for
under $400. Compare that pricing to other
double action .45 autos, and you see why
these guns are “best buys.”

My department is asmall one. A big one,
Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s Department
(some 7,000 deputies) recently authorized
.45 autos from an approved list. The Ruger
P90, I'm told, is the single most popular
among the LASD personnel.

I’m not surprised. That department issues
atop quality 9mm, the Beretta 92. When you

pay out of your own pocket for .45 ACP
potency on a cop’s salary, you want value.
And, if you want value — whether for police
service or home defense — the Ruger .45

auto pistol delivers. Sometimes,
Y

“cheap” isredly good.

Just another day on the job for Ayoob
means the Ruger P-90 carried in the Strong
Piece-Keeper concealable security holster.

e

Fram 25 yards, authof’s duf
fil ve““rqynds into 1.25"-Darn-good perfor-

’s duly P90.placed
mance from “cheap” gun and ammg_!.!-,lll- -~
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are the last shotguns
you'll ever buy!

Suggested . . FABARM Firld Pump
H,:!;li! Price ’ - ﬁ 1.2 perwgee wirh 28-fuch barre!

*399

FAFARM Ciume® Farnp

ﬂéﬂ |2 e wiin 28-imch barrel

[ "My Ok Brosd:ui Matsern ]

Why?

lh.'r:lllm' these shotguns are covered by the industey’s only

Lifetime Warranty. FABARM TriBore™ Barrel System
Who's lifetime? ig m l‘_h:-_ Triflare™ Barred System consists of three
T“:— II ilrfl:::lz-I TIFIIh-: toughest hunts, FA.L I?.A.R M it 'f;:’:::t:l'l::‘[rﬂ:ﬂf‘l;:ﬂir "::-"r:;?'x Iil'::];t
A lifitime of the best dogs. LIFETIME DR SO e

A lifetime of great shotgunning. ARRANTY The combined effect is high velacity, superior

patterning, and low reooil, Ballistic testing anc

The HE FARARM Lifetime w Arranty E;in.'.-: you the most gru}!mi; of the Trilkore™ Barred System demonsirace
-:nln_L'-r-.ﬁcmil.u:cm--.-ruE;; LI:-H:II'!.' :J.'mlgl.m guaranies in the world it mptriurid}'in more conventionsl appﬂ;u.;;hq—.s af
ey, Mo other il:l-.r'llqun maker alfers such a WITAN fy—ei barrel profiling, such as back-boring and over-
even makers of sholguns that cost a whole lot more! boring.

[ SRy SRRy - By

And after WOkl 1u|'_r a FABARM \hl'lEElle'l Wi 'l mever want . i Mileitars = Mg

", "

another pump-action shotgun. Not when you've got the P P NP T

li.]l.l.]]il:-' features Found om o FABARM PUmp gumn,

Features like TrilBore™ barrels, cormosion
resistant finishes, and '\.|_1|,-|;i11| CIROMNGMIC
stocks and forearms, All from one of the
oldiest namses in Iealian whrllgunning—

Fabhbrica Bresciana Armd (FABARM |—

makers of fine classic \.I:.nl;gl,:lm. for more
than ome hupdned VEurs, Eschusively fmm

HECKLER & KOCH, INC.

~ ¥ . 11830 Pacific Boudlevard
| T S w0 pal 2 FARARM pu i ' : =
oo s ot e murrccy o il i pPUump gun in your sieriing, Virgiaia 10bé6

e asmnesn e Iands now... see your authorized FEDAT - Fabbiraca Sresciana Armi
A P dealer lIIl.Iil!-'-

Fiaw Mol Nifoe i Vi idoiad FALBARE ihs » and b b=eab

# Bl g miin

thidrer. Aoy be a wrfe stoodier




= e e

ZINE HAS HAD MANY REG.UESTS FOR INFOR:MATION ON
THE COMMERCIAL CAST BULLET SUPPLIERS MENTIONED IN JOHN TAFFIN’ S
ARTICLES.TAFFIN REVEALS THAT INFORMATION HERE AND CAN'T HELP BUT
SHARE A COUPLE OF GOOD LOADS ALONG THE WAY.

. GABT PERFOMMANCE -

 IRILLCT © ORMPARY
po T L el TR -
rﬂ'-\.-.l\.r Ll b ]|

.44 Caliber:
.45 Caliber:

.475 Linebaugh:
.500 Linebaugh:
.357 Magnum:

' CPBCsuiLers |

.41 Caliber:

250, 255 and 265 grain with plain-based
or gas-checked versions

255 arain. as well as heavvweiahts in
275, 320 and 325 grain

265 to 325, 335, 360, and even 370 and
395 grain

370, 390 and 425 grain

410 grain

160, 180 and 187 grain LBT gas

check-desian that is the penetration
champion in this chambering.

Cast Performance Bullet Co. is cutting mold blocks right
now for the new .480 Ruger, and | would expect these bullets
to be in the 350- to 400-grain range.

Some sample test results from the use of CPBC heavy-
weight bullets in the .45 Colt give a good picture of both their
accuracy and power potential.

Using Ruger’s 7 1/2 inch Redhawk .45 Colt, Starline
brass, Winchester's WW296 powder and CCI #350 Magnum
Pistol primers, the following results were achieved. All four
loads are right at one inch for five shots at 25 yards.

CPBC 265 LBTGC:
CPBC 325 LBTGC:
CPBC 335 LBTGC:
CPBC 360 LBTGC:

26.0 grains, 1,465 fps
21.0 grains, 1,235 fps
21.0 grains, 1,275 fps
19.5 grains, 1,180 fps

ot too many years ago, if a

sixgunner wanted premium
bullets he had to cast his own.
Back then, very little was avail-
able commercialy, and the bullets that were
offered weren't aways of the best quality.
Much has changed, and a veritable super
market of bullets now exists. The bullets fall
into two categories: Bevel-based with hard
lube, which handles about 90 percent of six-
gunning chores quite well and is the standard
for cowboy shooters and plinkers as well as
being useful for some hunting applications;
and premium-cast, which is primarily used in

specid applications, usualy hunting.

The bevel-based, hard-lubed bullets are
the common type which can be readily pur-
chased just about anywhere that reloading
components are sold. True premium quality
hard-cast bullets— in designs that are ideal-
ized for their intended applications and not
just for easy mechanized casting — are
something else, and are not always easy to
find. Let me share with you two of my
favorite sources for this latter type.

BRP Cast Bullets

After Roger Barnes of Colorado Springs
retired from teaching in the 1980s, he
decided to go into something simple. Bullet
casting! From the very beginning, he ensured
that BRP offered only top-quality premium
bullets, with his wife as the quality engineer.
After hiswife passed away, he decided to sell
the business. My first concern was that it

!ELINE MAGAZINE



would end up in the hands of someone who
shared Roger’s enthusiasm for quality.

The business went to Jay Sanders in
Tulsa, Okla. | was quite amused as Roger
Barnes introduced Jay to us writer types at
the 2000 SHOT Show. Without any collu-
sion on our part, we all immediately jumped
him, making it plain how important it was
for him to maintain Roger’s level of quality.
Although Jay was probably punch drunk by
the end of the show, he certainly got the
message and has followed through.

| have been testing several samples of
the “new” bullets out of Oklahoma and can
testify without reservation that they mea-
sure up to BRP' s standards. In .44 Magnum,
both the 255-grain SWC gas check and the
290-grain SWC gas check — loaded over
one of my favorite standard .44 Magnum
loadings of 10.0 grains of Unique — shoot
superbly from my Ruger Super Blackhawk.
The 255-grain bullet does 1,230 fps, the
290-grain version goes out at 1,165, and
both put five shots into 7/8 inch at 25 yards
with my eyes and iron sights. It hardly ever
gets any better than this!

In .45 caliber, one of my all-time favorite
bullets is BRP's 305-grain FNGC (flat-
nosed gas check). Loaded in Starline .45
Colt brass over 185 grains of Accurate
Arms AA No. 9 and ignited by CCI #350
Magnum Pistol primers, the muzzle velocity
from a 7/-inch Ruger Redhawk is 1,290 fps
and a most gratifying 25-yard group of 3/4

inch. Now | definitely know it doesn’'t get
any better than this!

BRP bullets are cast of linotype and
offered in nearly 40 variations for every-
thing from .32 Magnum up through the
.357 — all the standard big bores, as well
as the .50 AE and the .475 and .500
Linebaugh chamberings.

Cast Performance Bullet Co.

Kelly and Renae Brost head up this pre-
mium-quality bullet company, which
emphasizes hunting with heavyweight LBT-
style bullets. Both of the Brosts are hunters,
and they routinely test their bullets in the
field — Renae just took a big bull-bison this
winter with a handload using Cast
Performance bullets.

CPBC offers a complete line of the LBT-
style bullets, which feature most of their
weight in the nose. This accomplishes two
things: More powder capacity is made avail-
able in the cartridge case, and the forward
weight increases penetration. Not only is
there awide range of LBT bullets to choose
from, CPBC dso offers sensible-starting
reloading data for each bullet’s many appli-
cations. For example, when you purchase
A5 caliber bullets, the loading data covers
Colt Single Action, Ruger and Freedom
Arms sixguns. LBT bullets come in both
plain-based and gas-checked versions, as
well as LFN (Long Flat Nose) and WFN

(Wide Flat Nose) configurations. The LFN
is usualy the most accurate of the two
designs at long range, while the WFN offers
greater shocking power. (See sidebar for a
complete rundown of CPBC bullets and
sample test results.)

Having shot too many BRP and CPBC
Bullets to count, and also having shot six-
guns side-by-side with Jay Sanders, and
Kelly and Renae Brogt, | can highly recom-
mend their bullets and testify to the fact that
these are all straight shooters in more ways

than one!
™
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

BRP Bullets
PO. Box 89220, Dept. AH
Tulsa, Okla. 74157-9220
Phone: [918] 445-3200;

Cast Performance Bullet Co.
PO. Box 153, Dept. AH
Riverton, Wyo. 82501

Phone: [307] 857-2940.
www.castperformance.com.
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The Return 0f The

SIXTEEN

ave you ever hunted with a Sixteen?
H After a50-year declinein popularity,

the Sixteen is making a well-
deserved comeback. And in a number of
production lines, too.

When | began hunting, there were alot of
16-gauge shotguns around. Winchester
Model 12s, Ithaca pumps, and Browning
Sweet Sixteen A-5s dominated the market,
alongside a scattering of Fox, Parker and
L.C. Smith doubles.

Many ayoung hunter were started afield
with a single-barreled 16 gauge. In the late
1950s and early 1960s, the 20 gauge, and
later the 20-gauge 3-inch magnum, simply
buried the Sixteen, although the 16 gauge
continued to be the dominant all-around
chambering in Europe.

Ithaca has reintroduced their
Classic Sixteen this year.

The sterling quality of the 16 gauge is
that it can be built on a 20-gauge size
frame. Even the much-loved 16-gauge
Model 12 was constructed on Winchester's
trim 20-gauge frame. And the result is that
a 16 gauge is a joy to carry afield. They
mount as fast as a 20 gauge, aren’t punish-
ing in the recoil department, and throw the
same-weight — or heavier-weight — shot
charges faster and, typically, more evenly
from a standard 2%-inch hull.

The only downside to the 16-gauge shot-
gun is the lack of selection of factory loads.
Yet even this situation has improved in the
last few years with the excellent steel, slug
and buckshot loads offered in addition to
standard and high-velocity lead loadings
from all major manufacturers.

And if you handload, a variety of 3/4- to
1%-ounce loads can be concocted, with the
1-ounce loads at 1,300 fps probably being
the most popular and well balanced.

Where do you find a sixteen? There are a
lot of fine used guns on the market. Ithaca

BY HOLT BODINSON

has reintroduced its Classic and Deerslayer
models for 2001. Browning has just made a
special run of Citoris for the wholesale dis-
tributor Bill Hicks & Company. Bill Hanus
Birdguns heavily promotes its 16-gauge
guns and isimporting handsome and reason-
ably priced doubles from Italy. In fact, all of
the importers of fine double shotguns offer
Sixteens, which makes for a wide variety to
choose from.

In short, the light-framed Sixteen may be
ascloseto theideal, all-around upland-game
gun as we're likely to see.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Ithaca Gun Company
[315] 364-7171
www.ithacagun.com

Bill Hanus Birdguns
[541] 265-7433
www. billhanusbirdguns.com

A CASE FOR PLATED-LEAD SHOT

s the upland game season stretches
A into late fall and game begins flush-

ing wilder, it's time to consider
plated-lead shot — the most lethal shot we
have for long range gunning results.

Plated with either copper or nickel, lead
shot flies truer because it resists deforma-
tion. It is very smooth and aerodynamic, and
thus maintains pattern density at longer
ranges. Because of its hardness, plated shot
provides superior penetration through larger
birds and mammals. It'sjust the stuff for late
season pheasants and prairie grouse.

But where do you buy it?

Nickel-plated shot, like that seen here in
the MPB 60x shell, offers superior down-
range performance.

=2=2 NOVEMBER 2001

Both Winchester (Supreme High
Velocity Field Load) and Remington
(Express High Velocity) offer a terrific
upland copper-plated shot loading for the 12
and 20 gauge 2%-inch shell, in shot sizes 4,
6 and 7 1/2. The 12-gauge loads push 1%
ounce at 1,400 fps. The 20 gauge pushes 1
ounce at 1,300 fps. Both are fast, high
impact, long-ranging loads.

Winchester also loads a buffered, copper-
plated shot line for 12 and 20 gauge under
the Supreme Double X Magnum Game L oad
label, which features heavier charges of shot
at dightly less velocity for both the 2%-inch
and 3-inch shells.

Somewhat less generally available, but
no less sensational, are the nickel-plated
upland loads from Fiocchi, Baschieri &
Pellagri (B&P), and MPB (Polywad).

Fiocchi’'s 12-gauge loads under the
Golden Pheasant and Hi-Velocity Nickel
|abels feature 1% ounces of number 4,5 or 6
shot at 1,250 fps, and 1% ounces of number
4,5,6 or 7 1/2 shot at 1,330 fps, respectively.
Under the Golden Pheasant label in the 20
gauge, 3 inch, Fiocchi offers 14 ounces of
shot sized 4,5 or 6 at 1,200 fps.

B&P nickel-plated loads for the 12 and
20 gauges are featured under their Long
Range label, and in 12 gauge under the

Magnum and live pigeon Super Star names.
MPB offerstheir Polymag 60x load in the 12
gauge 2%-inch case, featuring 1% ounces of
nickel-plated number 4 shot.

If you handload, you'll find a full selec-
tion of nickel- and copper-plated shot at
Ballistic Products, Inc. [888] 273-

5623 www.ballisticproducts.com.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Winchester
www.winchester.com
[800] 888-3253

Remington
www.remington.com
[800] 243-9700

MPB(Polywad)
[800] 813-8310
www. polywad.com

Fiocchi
[800] 721-AMMO
www.fiocchiusa.com

Baschieri & Pellagri

www. baschieri-pellagri.com
[051] 6B06-3411
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Mage pattern
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action. Our Models Golden 394 and 1897
Cowboy are slick-shooting classics with a
heritage that goes back more than a cendury.

Crur Model 250G “Garden Gun® is ideal for
prodecting a faren or garden against pests and
predaors. This bolt aoben 22 Win. Mag. smoaoith-
bore fires shot canridpes and offers smashing
power 3 close range, with relatively low noise
Whatever your choice in Marin 22 rifles, you'll
find they all share the highes levels of quality
amd value. All incorporate the finest materials,
design and constnection, so theyll stay depend-
abile and accurme for years 1o come, And, ol
COUTSE, EVery one comes with our exclusive
Micro-Groove® rifling, for less buller distortion
arwd a better gag seal for superb accurmcy

Stop by your favorite gun shop or sporting
goods deparument and see the full range of
Marlim 22 rifles. They're all made in America by
Amencas Brorite riflemaker. And they're all
bached by a S-year lmited warramy {See

Crameer’s Manaal for details). For a free
catalag, write 16 s here a1 Marlin,

.

Maddel 60 Self-Loading 22 LR

NEW Ml 258N 22 Win, Mag,
with Moy Ohk™ “Hreak-Lp™"
cammiflimge patiern sock

NEW Maodel 83T5 22 Win. Mag. with
Jiberglass-reimforced polyoarbomate sock

Model 82050 Balt Action 22 LR
“Squirrel Rifle”

Muoxdel 85255 Stainless
22 Win. Mayg. with Fire Sights®

Musdel Geolden 3594
Liver Actdom 22 5, I, LK

Monded 250G “Camrdden Gan™
22 Win. Mag, Shotpen

Marlin Fircarms Co.
100 Kenna Dirive, POL Box 248
Morth Haven, CT 064730005

www.marlinfirearms.com
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Choosing The
ULTIMATE HUNTING BULLET

unting season is upon us, and some
H of you may want to work up a new

load to take afield this fall. And
when you visit the gun shop or browse
through a catalog, you' re bound to be over-
run by advertisements telling you that
brand A is absolutely, positively, without a
doubt, the greatest, bestest deer-slayer ever.
But look just a little further, and you'll
probably find someone saying exactly the
same thing about brand B... then C, and D,
and on and on.

English majors might tell you something
is wrong with that word — best. There can
only be one, right? In order to claim that
something is the best, there must be an
objective way to evauate it — and that is
where the wheelsfall off of those best-bullet
claims. The guy telling you of how swiftly
and irrevocably his deer died has no reason
to lie, but neither does the other guy telling
you a similar story about a different bullet.

The truth of it al is that the actual bul-
let used is far down on the list of important
factors on a game shot. Where the bullet
goes is much more important. A well-
placed shot with a bad bullet will probably
still result in a humane kill. But a gut shot
with the finest bullet known to man will no
doubt end badly.

So what isthe best bullet? As aways, we
need to begin the selection process by going
with what we know. Many of us can cal on
first-hand experience. And if you are com-
pletely satisfied with the performance of
your existing hunting bullet, perhapsthereis
no need to change.

When premium game bullets became a
big thing, | wrote about them with some
enthusiasm based on my own hunting expe-

Today’s handloader is
blessed with a wide variety
of premium-class hunting
bullets. Only you can deter- T
mine which one is best for

your needs. [ﬁll H"Elﬂ
L

L _______ %

rience. | was surprised when | got letters
from readers who were offended. Somehow
they thought | was putting down the load
that they were using. For example, a guy
wrote me that he had been using a
Winchester Silvertip for years, and that it
had always killed his deer. Another said
essentially the same thing about a
Remington Core-Lokt. Both saw no reason
to change — well, neither do |, and | wasn't
telling them that they had to.

But reloaders want to try different things.
We like to work up loads with new bullets
and check for both accuracy and velocity.
Now that doesn’t necessarily mean trying to
make them achieve warp speed. But a good
goal is to duplicate the velocity of a factory
load with the same weight bullet.

Too Many Good Choices

Nor is accuracy a compelling issue with
game bullets. I'm no different than most
other shooters and want that minute-of-angle
load for my hunting rifle. Is the ability to
shoot a 1-inch group going to make a better
hunting rifle? No. That level of accuracy is
rarely needed by the average hunter, but that
doesn’'t mean that we don’t want it.

One genera truth about game bullets is
that accuracy may not be stellar. One of the
reasonsis that good match bullets often have
thin jackets which can be more uniform and
concentric. Game bullets need thicker jack-
ets so that they will hold together during
penetration. Still, by working with the load
in terms of powder selection and velocity,
we can help our chosen bullet group to its
fullest potential.

Bullet weight is also a factor that we
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BY CHARLES E. PETTY

need to consider — and surely you've
noticed how there seem to be more weights
around than ever before. When looking at
.30-caliber bullets, for example, it's almost
asif we could select from 110 to 200 grains,
in 10-grain increments. That is not much of
an exaggeration. Does the deer know
whether it's being hit with a 150-grain or a
165-grain bullet? Of course not. And for the
hunter, it probably doesn't matter either,
unless, of course, he knows that his rifle
likes 165s and shoots them better — thenit's
an easy call.

A look at the weights used in factory
loads will indicate traditional favorites, and
we will also hear what has worked the best
from fellow hunters. It's generaly true that
bullet weight should increase with animal
weight, although there is probably not one
big-game animal in North America that has-
n't been taken by a 180-grain .30 caliber.
Sometimes, however, heavy bullets are cho-
sen for the wrong reason.

One theory behind this reasoning is that
some shooters think heavier bullets will be
less affected by wind. Actually, that's back-
ward. Heavy bullets retain momentum better
than light ones, but since they go slower, the
wind has more time to push on them and
drift will be greater.

In preparation for a hunting trip, hand-
loaders like to test their loads for group size,
velocity, and sometimes for expansion and
weight retention using various means.

The makers of those premium bullets do
alot of testing too. | had the opportunity to
observe this when Winchester was devel op-
ing the Fail Safe bullet. And | was amazed as
it penetrated a block of gelatin when viewed
at 20,000 to 30,000 frames per second.
Winchester used a high speed camera — a
600-foot roll of film was good for only one
shot — so they could study the bullet’s per-
formance. The gelatin block was covered by
hides, and bones were cast into the block to
simulate, as well as possible, conditions that
the bullet would have to face in the hunting
field. These bullets were then tested in real
hunting trials.

This combination of objective and sub-
jective information was used to refine the
design, and it went through many iterations
to reach the product that is available today.
Thiswas one | was privileged enough to see,
but such testing is a common practice
throughout the industry.

So the question now is, why should we
buy these more expensive projectiles? Well,
of course we don't have to, but there is
something reassuring about knowing that a
lot of work has gone into developing a supe-
rior product. And if you're taking that once-

in-a-lifetime hunt, don’'t you want
the very best bullet available? ﬁ
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LESSO FroON THE

ANCIENTS

Being well armed and even well practiced
is not the full answer to unexpected
peril. Centuries-old tactics still

apply (o the modern man.

BY STEVE TARANI

ebgter’s dictionary defines the word Shock a couple of

ways. It is a state of profound depression of the vita
processes of the body. Shock disorganizes, or causes one to
waver, through sudden attack. It isaso the violent, clamorous

impact of armed and armored individuals or groups commencing to battle.

Powerful armies like the ancient Greeks, Romans and Persians specif-
icaly trained their warriors for that critical moment when they would
eventually meet their enemies face-to-face. For those guys, charging into
battle — hearts pumping, breathing heavily, weapons raised, ready to slam
into opponents — was just another day at the office. Despite their train-
ing and experience, these warriors were faced with the debilitating effects
of shock each time they went into action. Just try to imagine what ran
through their minds as they impaled themselves, one atop of another, in
brutal hand-to-hand edged-weapon combat.

Shock Today

What is our modern-day equivalent? After a long day, you decide to
stop by the grocery store on your way home. You step out of your car. It's
raining. As you walk toward the entrance, you feel something puncture
your jacket and touch your skin. The next thing you hear is, “OK Padl,
gimme your cash or I'll stick you likeapig.” Shock, 21st century style.

“Hell, I'll just reach into my fanny pack and give him a few hollow-
points to worry about...” you may think after overcoming theinitial sur-
prise. But with that knife aready in your back, he can step forward and
nail your kidneys three times while you’ re busy fidgeting with your zip-
per.
Being caught in a knife fight and not having the time to access your
conceadled firearm is a street-scenario nightmare. Though you may

continued on page 76
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AMERICA’S

RIFLE
CARTRIDGE

—The Classic .30-°60

Nearly a century old, the .30-’06 shows
no sign of losing its popularity with
hunters and shooters around the globe.

ithout a doubt, the .30-'06

is the most successful rifle-

cartridge ever developed in

the United States. It successful-

ly served the military for over half a centu-
ry and through three wars. And as a target
cartridge it has performed with distinction,
often winning over cartridges that were
ballistically superior. But it isthe .30-'06's
performance as a hunting cartridge that
keepsit near the top of the charts year after

year, decade after decade.

One of the few true world cartridges,

the 30-'06 has no doubt taken every

species of game in every corner of the
world. And it is available wherever rifles
and cartridges are sold.

The .30-' 06 inspires both sincere loyalty
and intense disdain: For some, it is the per-
fect hunting cartridge. And to hint that it
might be anything less is akin to disrespect-
ing the flag. Others see it as a great general-
purpose cartridge and, therefore, have scant
interest in it. These shooters enjoy assem-
bling a stable of different rifles in different
calibers, each ideally suited for some specif-
ic task.

| would probably identify with the latter
group. That being the case, how come my
old pre’'64 Winchester model 70
Featherweight .30-’06 is one of the rifles
I’ve owned the longest, and the one that
serves as my backup on most trips — even
when something newer and more glamorous

.3 has ta?en 'ev:é
big game, and is one of
w cdnrldgﬁﬁat can be found

=

sraax)s trading post.. ﬂ ft:
ﬁi .ha loaders eanearly end-

ss, and TI]/s ust a mtmscd/é sampling. "

gets the starting assignment? How come my
once-in-a-lifetime, costs-be-damned custom
rifle is aso a .30-'06? And why is it that if
things ever really got rocky, my .30-'06
rifles would be the last ones to go? Because,
asthe saying goes— | ain’t no genius, but |
got eyes to see. | can recognize cold fact
when it'sright in front of me.

Development Of The .30-°06

The .30-'06 got its start as a U.S. mili-
tary cartridge. And it — as well as the
1903 Springfield rifle for which it was
designed — drew heavy influence from
the Mauser rifle.

The U.S. military received its first expe-
rience with Mauser rifles and ammunition
during the Spanish-American War. And it
was a painful lesson. The military was
forced to update its armory and forced to
acknowledge one of the deep-seated beliefs
of soldiering — that the enemy’s weapons
are aways superior. There's no faster way of
earning respect for aweapon system than by
being shot at with it.

U.S. military planners, in designing their
new service rifle, were influenced by the
Mauser rifle's fast reloading (with stripper
clips), high rate of fire, flat trgjectory, deep
penetration, and smokeless powder of the
7x57mm cartridge. Even though the military

GUNS MAGAZINE



had barely finished converting from the .45-
70 single shot to the Krag rifle and its
rimmed .30-40 cartridge, they decided that
the troops needed a better weapon. And the
'03 Springfield was intended to be an
improved version of the Mauser 98.

As originaly loaded, the new .30-'03
U.S. cartridge matched the ballistics of the
service rounds of other nations.

Circa 1900, the British service load for
the .303 British was a 215-grain bullet at
about 1,950 fps. Germany loaded its 8mm
Mauser with 227-grain bullets at 2,200 fps.
The U.S. military settled on a 220-grain bul-
let at 2,200 fps and adopted it in 1903 as the
U.S. Government cartridge, caliber .30
model of 1903, or .30-'03. All of the above
employed round-nosed bullets.

In 1905, Germany redesigned its service
cartridge by changing the diameter from
.318 inch to .323 inch, changing bullet pro-
file from round-nose to spitzer, lightening
the bullet from 227 grainsto 154 grains, and
boosting velocity to over 2,800 fps.

Other major powers soon followed
suit:Russia in 1908, with the 7.62x54
Russian (150 grain spitzer at 2,800 fps),
and Britain in 1910 (174 grain spitzer at
2,440 fps).

The U.S. military responded as well.
They shortened the neck of the .30-' 03 case
by about .10 inch and loaded a 150-grain

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

spitzer bullet to 2,700 fps. All 1903 riflesin
service were recalled and their barrels cut
back one thread and rechambered. If you
measure a nominaly 24-inch Springfield
barrel and find that it comes up a couple of
tenths of an inch short, that's the reason.
The new cartridge was adopted in 1906 as
U.S. Cartridge, Caliber .30, Model of 1906
— or the 30-'06.

Civilian Acceptance

In the early part of the 20th century,
American hunting rifles were primarily
lever-actions. The bolt-action Remington-
Lee sold poorly and had been discontinued.
Thefirst successful sporting rifle for the .30-
'06 cartridge was the lever-action
Winchester 95. Actually, it was available in
both .30-'03 and .30-'06; sporting ammuni-
tion was loaded in both calibers. The 95 sold
fairly well, but it was never an inexpensive
rifle and, thus, not as popular as the much
less potent model 94.

A few individuals managed to obtain
1903 Springfield actions and had sporting
rifles built on them. Perhaps the most
notable example is Theodore Roosevelt,
who took a splendid Springfield sporter on
his 1909 African expedition.

For the most part, though, if you wanted
abolt-action in pre-war America, it had to be
imported from Europe from such firms as

Mauser and Mannlicher. In the years follow-
ing World War |, al that changed. The bolt-
action rifle, though it would soon decline as
a military weapon, began its rise to promi-
nence for sporting use.

Thousands of young men became famil-
iar with both the bolt-action and the .30-'06
cartridge during their military service. And
from about 1914 on, servicemen and NRA
members could order '03 Springfields (and
later on Krags and 1917 Enfields) through
the Director of Civilian Marksmanship at a
moderate price.

During the 1920s, remodeling '03
Springfields for sporting use became athriv-
ing industry (similar to many of today's gun-
smithswho specializein turning AR-15s and
Ruger 10-22s into tack-driving target and
varmint rifles).

Though they were generally stocked to
suit iron sights rather than scopes, and thus
seem a bit odd by today’s standards,
Springfield sporters from masters such as
August Pachmayr, R.F. Sedgley and
Griffin & Howe were beautifully made and
remain highly collectible. The Springfield
sporters were famous among rifle enthusi-
asts everywhere.

In the 1920s, the .30-' 06 truly established
itself as America’s preeminent hunting car-
tridge. At the time, it had little competition.
Its power and trajectory outclassed old stan
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CARD

dards such as the .30-30 Win. and .303
Savage. And military surplus rifles and
ammunition were readily available at a
modest cost. Almost ho one would say abad
word about the .30-'06 (Elmer Keith
excepted). One writer expressed a popular
view when he wrote that “it is every
American’sright to select ariflein a caliber
other than .30-' 06, but it is no great credit to
hisintelligence.”

Major gunmakers naturally wanted a
share of the bolt-action market. Remington
was first off the mark. Having made thou-
sands of 1917 Enfields for the Allies during
the great war, Remington utilized the same
tooling to produce the commercial Model
30. Winchester brought out the sleek M-54
in 1925. Savage brought out the M-40 and
the fancier Model 45 in 1928.

Evolving Ballistics

Those familiar with its current ballistics
will note that the velocity of the original
service load (150 grain at 2,700 fps from a
24-inch barrel) is considerably less than
today’s loads. That is one of the reasons why
the .30-’' 06 has retained its popularity so well
and has lasted so long. The .30-'06 of today
is not the same cartridge it was in 1906.

Improvements in powders, loading tech-
niques and firearms have made higher veloci-
ties possible. Current factory loads with
150-grain and 180-grain bullets produce
velocities from 200 fps to as much as 400 fps
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faster than the original loads. That is a sub-
stantial improvement. By contradt, the differ-
ence between the .308 and the .300 Win. Mag.
with 180-grain bulletsis only about 340 fps.

In the mid-1920s, advancement in
powder development increased factory-car-
tridge velocities. Factory .30-'06 loads for
the 150-grain bullet were boosted from
2,700 fpsto over 2,900 fps, and loads for the
180-grain bullet were boosted from 2,500
fps to 2,700 fps. These remained standard
factory velocities for many decades.

After velocities were increased in the
1920s, bullet technology lagged behind.
Manufacturers hadn’t figured out how to
make bullets that would stand up to high
velocities and yet still provide reliable
expansion. Many bullets had jackets that
were too thin and cores which were too soft.

On light game, such loads often produced
spectacular results. But on heavy game, they
often blew up without penetrating suffi-
ciently. By the 1930s, Remington and
Winchester had begun producing bullets
better suited to the higher .30-' 06 velocities.

One of the few critics of the .30-'06 in
the early years was ElImer Keith, who in his
book “Keith's Riflesfor Large Game” wrote,
“1 have seen more .30-'06 rifles in use than
any other caliber during my guiding opera-
tions.” Keith further observed, “For that
reason, | have also seen more failures with
the cartridge... but in al fairness, | must say
nearly al of those failures were due to some
patent-point spitzer bullet that did not per-

form as it should.” This criticism, however,
never affected the .30-'06's popul arity.

Ever Popular

As the luster of newness began to wear
off of the .30-’06, some people felt that the
veteran cartridge must be modernized. Inthe
post-World War |l years, improving car-
tridges by blowing them out to straighter
form, moving shoulders forward, and short-
ening necks in order to increase capacity
became a popular pastime. And the’ 06 case,
being cheap and readily available, was a
prime candidate. The poor old '06 was
manipulated, tortured, reshaped and blown
out by various experimenters, al claiming
higher velocities.

The .30-’06 was not, however, the only
case used by experimenters. The .300 H&H
was the basis for several improved .30-cal.
magnums, the most famous being the .300
Weatherby. The Weatherby, along with the
7mm Rem. Mag. and .300 Win. Mag. (which
appeared in the early 1960s), gave shooters
popular options to the .30-' 06.

Pundits have been predicting the immi-
nent demise of the '06 ever since. In 1950,
Roy Weatherby wrote, “I feel sure that some
day, not too far distant, our present .30-' 06...
and our other modern cartridges will be
obsolete.” (Gun Digest, 5th Edition).

It hasn't happened. In 1962, Field &
Sreamdid asurvey of 500 mule-deer hunters

continued on page 65
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CALIBER:
'OVERALL LENGTH:
BARREL:

WEIGHT:

METHOD OF OPERATION:
OPERATING SYSTEM:

} LOGKING:
P F SAFETY:

MAGAZINE CAPACITY:

TRIGGER PULL:
BUTTSTOCK:

SIGHTS:

MOUNTING RAIL:

SLING ATTACHMENT:
FIELD STRIP:

ENDURANCE:

K EXTERNAL FINISH:

Marine Sgt. John Engle described the
M1014 as "An awesome weapon.”

= .

12 gauge, accepts 24" and 3" standard and magnum loads
39.8"w/stock extended, 34.9" collapsed

Smoothbore, 18.5" with fixed modified choke

Optional length 14"

8.44 Ibs. empty

semi-automatic

Auto Regulating Gas Operated

Rotating bolt in carrier, dual lugs lock in barrel extension
Ambidextrous manual cross bolt plus mechanical
safeties inherent in design

Six 3" shells, seven 25", plus one chambered round

Can be unieaded without cycling through the action
5.5107.28 Ibs.

Modular telescopic with removable pistol grip

Adjustable aperture rear and fixed post front, radius 23.7"
MIL STD 1913 (Picatinny Rail) on top of receiver
Ambidextrous, up to 1.25" width

36 seconds, 10 minutes to clean and lube

Exceeds 10,000 rounds before overhaul

Matte black phosphate on steel, hard anodized aluminum
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Story And Photos By Robert Bruce

arine Corps Systems Command recently received the
. ‘ first batches of the brand-new M1014 Joint Service

Combat Shotgun. MCSC is leading the formidable task

of smoothly introducing the M1014 throughout the U.S. Armed
Forces. The M1014 is a compact and fast-firing 12-gauge semiauto-
matic scattergun manufactured by the Italian firm of Benelli Armi,
and marketed in partnership with Heckler & Koch’s American oper-
ation. The new 12-gauge will replace a hodgepodge of older, less

effective models, which have become increasingly difficult to sus-

tain in first-line service.

Mgj. Tracy J. Tafolla, MCSC's lead project officer for the M1014,
points out that the Marines have long been the driving force behind the
Joint Service Small Arms Program’s efforts to find and field asuitable
replacement for the Corps existing inventories of Remingtons,

layment of. Ungl_g_ Sam s-a-
S 5 new amf advanced
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Winchesters and Mossbergs — some of
which have been around for 40 years.

"We decided early on that our guns are
old and pretty well shot out. We just need to
replace them from the life cycle standpoint
and also to ease our maintenance program
— s0 we're not stocking parts and trying to
train to several different weapons," Tafolla
told GUNSIn arecent interview at his office
in Quantico, Va.

Semper Fidelis

The United States Marines Corps —
known for their insistence on providing
amphibious warriors with tough, simple
and highly lethal small arms — continued
that well-deserved reputation by fielding
the M1014.

This is the first large-scale procurement
of anything other than dlide-action scatter-
guns since the U.S. military was pulled out
of Vietnam more than 25 years ago. What's
interesting is not just that the Corps has what
promises to be a damn-good new tool for
specific situations, but that this new gun is
so conventional. Conspicuously absent are
computer fire control, smart projectiles,
backpack ammo chute, or pop-out lipstick
tube, which could have been loaded on by
clueless bureaucrats along the way.

Semiautomatic function has been a
design requirement from early on. While
there has been much heated debate about the
wisdom of this stipulation, the fact remains
that it has been an essential element in
JSSAP specifications. The challenge has
been to find a more or less off-the-shelf,
self-loading shotgun that would meet strin-
gent standards for effectiveness, reliability
and maintainability at a reasonable price.

Agonizingly, this process has taken
nearly a decade before the dust cleared to
reveal the Benelli M4 Super 90 as the
winner in February 1999 of the Joint Service
Combat Shotgun XM 1014 trials. Then, after
15 more months of preproduction tests and
other wrangling, Benelli’s American partner,
Heckler & Koch, got a $2.8 million produc-
tion contract to deliver nearly 4,000 guns to
the Marine Corps. Thefirst of these were put
into the hands of a deploying Marine unit,
MSSG 24, on April 5, 2001. This milestone
event took place at Camp Lejune.

Theory Of Evolution

Aside from its distinctive pistol grip and
dliding skeletonized buttstock, the M1014's
appearance and weight is very similar to
those tubular-magazine, pump-action shot-
guns that have been in Marine service for
more than 80 years. Thereisno provision for
full-auto fire, so each pull of the trigger
results in firing one conventional 12-gauge
shell containing aslug or aload of buckshot.
Finaly, despite advances in metal finishes
and use of synthetics, regular cleaning and
lubrication continue to be needed for relia-
bility. So, what's the big deal ?

There are a number of reasons why the
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American Combat Shotguns:

A HISTORY

rigin of gunpowder, began with the use of multiple
projectile loads in crude hand cannons and continued
along with the evolution of other shoulder weapons.

According to Bruce Canfield, in his authoritative book A
Collector’s Guide to United States Combat Shotguns
(Andrew Mowbray Inc., 1992), the first repeating shotgun
officialy procured by the U.S. military for combat use was
the classic Winchester Model 1897. These 12-gauge tubular
magazine pump-action repeaters entered U.S. Army service
around 1900 during the protracted Philippine Insurrection.

In 1918, when American soldiers and Marines joined
French and British allies in trench warfare against Germany,
many carried a modified version of the Model 1897 adapted
to mount the formidable M1917 rifle bayonet. This combina-
tion proved so intimidating and lethal that the Kaiser — the
first to employ poison gas and flamethrowers — formally
accused the Doughboys of violating the laws of warfare!

America’s entry into World War |1 at the end of 1941
brought with it an immediate and critical need for countless
numbers of shotguns. Existing stocks of Winchester Model
97 and Model 12 as well as Remington Model 10 trench
guns were grossly inadequate, so the military scrambled to
buy similar pump guns from Savage and Ithaca.
Interestingly, some semi-auto guns were a so drafted,
including the Remington 11 and Savage 720.

Not surprisingly, Gls challenged with close-range jungle
combat in the Pacific found shotguns to be highly effective
against the wily and often fanatical Japanese. Elite Marine
Raiders particularly valued their trench pumps for patrolling,
ambushes and assaults, as did their comrades in regular
infantry units.

Plenty of leftover trench guns carried the Army and
Marine Corps more or less comfortably through the Korean
War and various smaller actions. But by the mid-1960s,
Uncle Sam was up to his bushy eyebrows in Vietnam.
Notably, Army Rangers, Marine Recon and Navy SEAL
units found lots of good uses for 12 gauge pumps as well as
adevastating 27 pellet buckshot load for the acclaimed M79
Thumper grenade launcher.

Although there were some combat trials with semi and
full-auto versions as well as box magazine feed and ammu-
nition enhancements, the vastly more numerous pump shot-
guns in Vietnam were scarcely different from those used a
half century before to clear Huns from their trenches.

The only radical improvement within grasp — Navy
engineer Carroll Childers' selective fire, improved ammo
Special Operations Weapon — died a quiet death from
financial strangulation.

Around 1980 the Joint Service Small Arms Program was
established in an attempt to streamline weapons experimen-
tation for al of the Armed Forces. One of itsfirst projects
was the Close Assault Weapon System, envisioned as a sort
of super shotgun. Final candidate weapons from AAI and
H& K/Olin demonstrated improvements in accuracy, range
and lethality, but neither of these beefed-up assault rifle-
type, selective-fire smoothbores got a production contract.

Finally, the special operations community has periodi-
cally tested some other really interesting full auto scatter-
guns such as the Pancor Jackhammer, Atchisson Assault 12

and the Gilbert USAS-12. None of these are
known to have been procured in quantity. l

Combat shotgunning, which can be traced back to the
o
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M1014 looks much like its predecessors. Mostly becauseit's
hard to beat the efficient layout of a seven-round capacity
tubular magazine slung directly underneath the 18.5-inch
barrdl. Thisis, of course, open to debate. But thereis an offi-
cial justification based on trials of both tube and box- or
drum-type magazines. Unlike a detachable box mag that has
to be removed in order to top it off, the fixed tube can be
replenished at will. And it doesn’t protrude downward to get
in the way when moving or taking a prone position.

The alloy receiver also offers no surprises. It is cast,
then machined, in the traditional manner for strength, dura-
bility and reliable operation of internal parts. This gives the
weapon a satisfying heft and rigidity that can’t be matched
by “new generation” receivers formed from sheet metal or
polymer. A long, horizontal, fixed forearm made from
tough synthetic material accommodates shooters of widely
varying arm length and hand size and can be instinctively
found and grasped in the dark or under high stress.

Change Is Good

Yes, the striking profile of the new gun with its sliding
buttstock and pistol grip is a departure from previous mili-
tary classics like the Winchester Model 1897 trench gun
and the sleek Remington 870. But thisis more than just eye
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Life as a USMC shotgun is not for creampuffs. These batitle scarred veterans are Iram top:
Remington 870, Winchester 1200 and the Mossberg 500. The M1014 is a significant techno-
logical advancement over these earlier designs. Inset: Rounds on target is the Marine way to |

solve problems, and the M7014 can solve a lot of problems with a full load of Federal s/ugs

A

candy. The science and art of ergonomics dictates the use of
the pistol grip for assault-style shooting, and closing the
stock reduces its carrying length in tight places. In keeping
with the gun’s modular component design, other types of
buttstocks and grips can be attached if desired.

Other external departures from tradition include an aper-
ture sight as standard, with the provision for readily

i i -

mounting other sights and devices topside. Anyone who has
successfully trained on any weapon with military-style
aperture rear and post front sights can effortlessly transition
to aiming the M1014.

The thin-rimmed, large-diameter rear sight aperture
(popularly named "Ghost Ring" because it fades to near

continued on page 53
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AN AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY:

BARRETT’S
.50 BVIG Rifles

IN A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF AMERICAN INGENUITY,

RONNIE BARRETT’S HOME-GROWN DESIGN HAS SET THE

STANDARD FOR MILITARY GRADE .50-CALIBER RIFLES.

BY CHARLES CUTSHAW PHOTOS BY ICHIRO NAGATA




uperlatives come very easily to those of us who are capti-
vated by fine firearms. Seems that every time many of us
meet a new gun, we immediately fall in love with it. On the
other hand, there are those firearms of which legends are made and for which
superlatives are inadequate. Ronnie Barrett’s legendary rifles chambered for

the .50 Browning Machine Gun cartridge fall into this category.

Thebig “fifties’ of Barrett dominate the large caliber rifle market, not only
in the United States, but worldwide. Other manufacturers of .50-caliber rifles
claim superiority in one respect or another, but in the real world of military
and law enforcement, Barrett is the standard by which al others are com-
pared. Just how overwhelming is Barrett's dominance in the world of very
high-power shooting? Consider that 35 nations worldwide use Barrett’srifles,
most of them the M82A1, or its latest iteration, the M82A1M. What makes
these rifles so popular? In short, proven accuracy and reliability. How accu-
rate can the Barrett M82A1 be?

Flashback to 1994. The place is Marine Corps Base Quantico. | was
enjoying a rare opportunity to be on this range, shooting all types of Marine
Corps small arms, up to and including the M82A1. These M82A1s were the
very same guns that had performed so admirably in Desert Storm. When my

The Barrett M82A1M has been adopted by the USMC as the M82A3. Note the
rear monopod, spiked bipod feet, and Picatinny rail.
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BARRETT'S
.50 BMG Rifles
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BARRETT
.50-CALIBER

M82A1*
MO5**

M99
OPERATION
Semiautomatic, short recoil
Manual, bolt action
Manual, bolt action
FEED

Detachable box magazine, 10 rds

Detachable box magazine, 5rds [ &
Single shot

OVERALL LENGTH
57 in
45 in
50.4 in
BARREL LENGTH
29in
291in
33in
WEIGHT
32.41b
2251b
25 1b

DISASSEMBLED
LENGTH
38in
NA**

NA

“MB2ATM/MB2A3 have the fol-
lowing features that are not
available on the MB82A1:
Modified rear sight, MIL-STD-
1913 rail system, rear grip,
monopod, spiked bipod feet and
detachable muzzle brake.
“*M95SM/XM107 have the fol-
lowing features that are not
available on the M95: front and
rear open Sights, extended upper
receiver with MIL-STD-1913 rail
system, quick detachable bipod
with spiked feet and detachable
muzzle brake. The M95M also
disassembles for transport to a
shortened length of 34 inches.
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turn came, | dropped down prone behind the Barrett and
was handed a magazine of five rounds of armor-piercing
incendiary ammo. After assuring himself that | did, indeed,
know how to operate the big rifle, the Marine “gunny”
explained that the rifle was zeroed on an old AMTRAC hulll
waaaay downrange. | noted the hull and confirmed its loca-
tion with the gunny. He affirmed that | had the right target
and gave permission to lock, load and commence firing.

| inserted the magazine, racked the bolt and responded
that my point of aim was the small 3x4-foot access door
which was standing open onthe AMTRAC srear. Carefully,
the first shot was squeezed off. A few moments later, afire-
ball produced by the impact of the API bullet appeared on
the AMTRAC hull just above the top-left corner of the
small access door. | moved the scope’s cross hairs down to
the lower-right corner of the door and squeezed off the next
shot. HIT! Then the next. HIT! Then the next. Again, HIT!
The final shot was also a solid center hit. As| arose with a
satisfied grin, | asked the gunny how far away that
AMTRAC hull was.

“Sir, that damn thing was 2,000 yards out. Good
shooting!” he responded.

Given that one mile equates to 1,760 yards, that
AMTRAC hull was well over a mile distant, and yet the
semi-automatic Barrett put every shot essentially where it
was aimed! The semi-automatic Barrett is not a “match”
rifle intended for artificial and highly structured competi-
tions where the rifles are fired off a concrete bench using a
machine rest. On the contrary, all Barrett rifles are built for
the real world, whether it is military, law enforcement, or
very long distance field shooting. That said, Barrett's rifles,
especialy the bolt action Model 95 and single shot Model
99, have established an enviable reputation for accuracy.

The Marines are replacing their old Barretts with
some 400 of the latest version of the M82A1, the
M82A 1M, designated M82A3 by the Marine Corps. |
maintain a very close scrutiny of military weapon pur-
chases worldwide, and | have not heard of a single
instance of a dissatisfied military Barrett customer. In

The real deal — a Barrett M82A1 and Unertl scope which
saw service in the Persian Gulf.
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point of fact, | have spoken with several civilian Barrett
owners, and all have been enthusiastic in stating their
pleasure not only with their rifles, but also with the con-
sideration that Barrett’s has extended to them. Barrett
rifles carry an unconditional warranty on parts and |abor
for ayear, but if older rifles need repair that is attribut-
able to afactory defect, the company will usually repair
the gun at no cost. Although no product is perfect and
there is no such thing as 100-percent customer satisfac-
tion, Barrett rifles have earned a reputation for quality
and reliability.

A Humble Beginning

These renowned rifles have their genesis in Ronnie
Barrett's love of firearms. He grew up in middle Tennessee,
where shooting was and remains a way of life for many
inhabitants. In Barrett’s case, however, his love of shooting

went beyond simply running to the range on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. Barrett is one of those rare individuals
who not only enjoyed shooting, but carried his passion into
competition and then into improving the guns that he used.

Once he got this far, Barrett began to think of designing
a firearm of his own, but not just any firearm — Barrett
wanted to take on the challenge of designing a self-loading
.50 BMG cdliber rifle. In 1981, this was unheard of, but he
approached a major firearm manufacturer who stated that
they would consider producing such a rifle, if Barrett
could design it.

Barrett worked on his pet project in his garage, some-
times until midnight. Because his only real design experi-
ence was in cabinetmaking, Barrett designed his original
parts using fractional dimensions rather than the more pre-
cise decima equivalents. These, of course, could not be
used, and the entire package had to be redrawn. During this
time, Barrett supported himself as a professional photogra-




pher. The earliest Barrett M82s cost approximately $6,500
each to build. Because he had no way of determining actual
production costs, Barrett sold them for $3,700 apiece.
Needless to say, this was not good business practice and the =
company nearly failed before things were finally sorted out.

Even though Barrett had a good product, he still lacked
military sales. Early civilian sales were also disappointing.
McDonnell Douglas offered to buy the fledgling firearm
company, but the deal was never consummated. FN Herstal
also considered purchasing Barrett, but it was at about this
time when loca financing was obtained and Barrett was
able to stay afloat.

By the late 1980s, civilian sales had picked up, and there
were afew military sdes. The first break came in 1989 with
the sale of 100 M82A1 rifles to Sweden. The big break for
Barrett's U.S. military sales camein 1990 to 1991 with Desert
Shield/Desert Storm.

continued on page 63

The Cult Of The Half-Inch Bullet

By Edward Carlson

misunderstood sect. Slandered by politicians who brand .50 caliber

weapons “sniper guns,” though any rifle is capable of sniping. Rumored
to destroy tanks, which was true prior to World War |. Who would believe
that .50 BMG shooters are predominantly sportsmen pushing the limits of
accuracy and performance?

Anyone with two eyes and the ability to reason.

More concerned with hitting six-foot targets positioned 1,000 yards
downrange than downing black helicopters, John Robertson, treasurer and
secretary of the Fifty Caliber Shooting Association, estimates there are
30,000 .50 caliber shootersin this country. And though his organization has
amembership list one-tenth this long, .50 caliber competitions attract folks
who want to fire their .50 caliber machines. And nothing else.

“The appeal of .50 caliber shooting is being able to do something that
is very difficult, such as long range shooting with a high degree of accu-
racy,” Robertson said from his organization’s office located in Monroe,
Utah. “ Shooting for the world record of 2.6 inches for five shots at 1,000
yards. Having arifle that can punch a can sitting one mile away. That is
the appeal .”

In 1984, the year the .50 Caliber Shooting Association was created,
Robertson said shooters were content just hitting their targets five timesin
arow. Now competitions produce at |east one shooter sinking five shotsinto
three inches. In their quest for greater accuracy, competitors manufacture
their own bullets and experiment with firing positions.

“l even saw one guy pulling the trigger without holding the gun and
when | asked him what he was doing he said he didn’t want to mess up the
rifle's accuracy by holding it.

“Well he didn’t shoot too well. So | guess you have to hold it some-
what,” Robertson said.

The organization shares what it learns about the rifl€'s capabilities with
the military viaaliaison. Robertson said that his organization is responsible
for both the military and law enforcement knowing more about the weapon
today than either entity did 20 years ago.

“We're under the microscope right now. We're a small organization, a
small group of shooters on the fringe,” Robertson said. “Senator
Feinstein introduced legislation to outlaw .50 caliber rifles, which she
said are sniper rifles. But even the range of a .50 caliber bullet is not
much greater than that of a .308.”

I f shooting is a religion then .50 caliber enthusiasts are shooting’'s most

i As for the feracity of the weapon, don't let its size intimidate you. With

f those big cartridges and that tactical-looking muzzle, according to

K. & \ Robertson the .50 caliber throws a surprisingly tame kick. And he has a

- teenage daughter to support his claim.
* L “1 have an 18-year old daughter who weighs 119 pounds and she was
/ convinced that that gun was going to turn her black and blue. Well she just
i | won a novice competition. And it didn’t bruise her at all.”
' [ i II \ j
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YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The rifles and cartridges used by elk hunters a
century ago still suffice, but there are
better and more modern choices.
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By Holt Bodinson

s one of North America’s premier trophy
animals, the elk (or wapiti) can stir up
more lively discussion about suitable
calibers than any other species. In fact, looking back over
many elk seasons, | find it interesting to see how cartridge

trends have changed.

One of my childhood heroeswhile growing upin thelate
'B0s was a young man who worked every fall as an elk
guidein Wyoming. His elk rifle was aWinchester Model 70
Super Grade in .257 Roberts, and he used to chuckle when
telling me about clients who would stare at him, not
believing that anyone would put such a beautiful rifle
through the rigors of a season in elk camp. Nor that anyone
would hunt elk with a .257 Raberts.

Left: The old and the new of rifles and cartridges for elk; a
Winchester Model 1886 chambered in .33WCF, and a
Winchester M-70 in the popular .338 Win. Mag. Above:
Many elk taken today are yearling bulls or cows. A .300 Wthby.
Mag. loaded with 180-grain Nosler Partitions accounted for
this spike bull. Right: Today'’s elk hunters have no shortage
of suitable cartridges from which to choose: (I-r) .270 Win.,
.284 Win., 7mm Rem. Mag., .308 Win., .30-°06, .300 WSM
.300 Win Mag., .300 Wthby. Mag., .308 Warbird, .338 Win.
Mag., .350 Rem. Mag., .375 H&H, and .416 Rem. Mag.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

The outfitter he worked for, as well as the outfitter's
wife, both carried standard Model 70sin .270 Win. mounted
with 4x glass. The couple shot factory 130-grain loads and
were competent elk hunters out to 400 yards.

One of the more popular saddle guns for elk in
Wyoming during the '50s was the fast handling Savage
Model 99 in .300 Savage, and there were still a lot of
lever-action .30-30s riding the elk trails. But the bolt gun
had made its inroads in elk camps. And from a caliber
point of view, it became atoss up between the .30-’06 and
the .270 Win. as the most popular choice. When the var-
ious 6mm cartridges came along, a lot of locals tried them
on elk. The fact is that the 6mm worked just fine. The fad
ran its course, however, and the 6mm now tends to be
reserved more for deer and antel ope.

continued on page 55
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Today’s hunters have access to a variety of outstanding

premium game-bullets, and the knowledgeable hunter will

take advantage of the enhanced performance that they offer.

ven the finest gun in the world —

with the best optics, a perfect stalk, a
precise hold, and a perfect let-off —
must still rely on the placement and performance
of the most important link in the chain... the
bullet. That little projectile — hammered by
50,000 psi plus, squeezed down arifled bore,
and then slammed into the atmosphere — is

amarvel of functional design.

Ever since the dawn of firearms, there has been a con-
stant and continuing search for a superior projectile. And
when it comes to big game, the essential qualities of the
ideal bullet are deep penetration, reliable expansion and
maximum weight retention. Whatever the angle of the shot
— regardless of bone and heavy muscle encountered — the
bullet must successfully penetrate and disrupt vital organsin
order to deliver a quick and humane kill.

Until the widespread adoption of high-vel ocity magnum-
type cartridges by the hunting fraternity, bullet structure was
not particularly critical. At modest muzzle velocities below
3000 fps, asimple soft-point jacketed bullet performed quite
well. Many design techniques have been applied to the jack-
eted soft point to increase its effectiveness.

Jackets are generally drawn to be thin at the nose (to ini-
tiate expansion) and thick at the base (in order to support
the core and ensure weight retention). Jackets can be
mechanically locked into the lead core, and the Remington
Core-Lokt, Hornady InterLock and Speer African Grand
Slams are classic examples of this design.

o The development of what we term premium

bullets today has been the result of a long
A progression of interesting attempts to
improve the hunting bullet.

Left: The Nosler Partition bullet. A proven
performer, Holt says that if limited to one
variety of premium projectile he could be
quite happy with the Nosler Partition. Center:
Here is a view of the Barnes X-bullet, which is now
available with the XLC coating to reduce bore fouling.
Bottom-right: Another Nosler bullet, the Ballistic Tip
has proven wildly popular for its excellent accuracy and
fast expansion.

"
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To achieve controlled expans on, the Germans devel-
oped the RWS H-Mantle bullet in which a two-piece core
is separated by a portion of the folded jacket in between the
two cores — a precursor of the Nosler Partition. Another
early design was the Peters Belted soft point in which a
separate band (belt) of gilding metal was positioned around
and swaged into the shank of the bullet to stiffen it at mid-
section. Remington introduced their famous Bronze Point,
a true hollowpointed soft point, capped with a bronze
wedge that initiated core expansion upon contact — a con-
cept that is more often seen today in the Nosler Ballistic
Tip, Hornady A-Max and V-Max, and the Swift Scirocco.
Winchester developed its own capped, expansion-con-
trolled, hollowpoint hunting bullet — the famous au-
minum-nosed Silvertip.

Anather paralel line of hunting-bullet development has
been the expanding solid, which is composed entirely of a
copper or bronze aloy. One of the first commercial

hunting bullets offered along these lineswas madein
the '60s by renowned gunsmith and experimenter,

PO. Ackley. The Ackley-controlled expansion
bullet was composed of solid copper with a tiny
lead core inserted in the tip. At the time, | was
shooting the .257 Ackley Improved cartridge. |
obtained a supply of Ackley’s 100-grain, solid-
copper bullets believing that they would be
ideal for black bear and mule deer.
Unfortunately, they proved to be inaccurate in
my rifle and were never used on game. Today,
the excellent Barnes X-Bullet line dominates

the solid-alloy bullet market.
When Winchester and Remington intro-
duced the benefits of the .264, 7mm and
.300 Magnums to thousands of everyday
hunters, the push began for better game
bullets that could perform at velocities in
excess of 3,000 fps, and

BY HOLT BODINSON

Bullet!

-l

\
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PREMIUM BULLETS

inchester and Nosler, working

together under the Combined

Technology label, have developed the

Ballistic Silvertip, the Partition Gold
and Fail Safe designs, which
Winchester loads acrossiits lines, including Partition Gold
12-gauge and 20-gauge slugs.

Federal is loading the Trophy-Bonded Sledgehammer
and Bear Claw; Woodleigh Weldcore; Nosler Partition /
and Ballistic Tip; Sierra GameKing; and the Barnes XLC
coated X-Bullet. ‘

Remington is loading the Swift A-Frame and Scirocco;
Hornady V-Max and HP; and Nosler Partition and |
Ballistic Tip.

PMC is employing the Barnes-X; Sierra BlitzKing
and GameKing; and its own Starfire, a hollow point,
solid copper aloy bullet similar to the Barnes-X.

Speer loads its own line of premium bullets con-
siting of the Grand Slam; the African Grand Slam;
the Big Game Tungsten Solid and Gold Daot. 3

Hornady is loading its own A-Max, V-Max,
InterLock, SST and X TP bullets.

Weatherby supplies its premium ammunition
with Nosler Partition and Ballistic Tip; Barnes
X-Bullet; Hornady Interlock; and A-Square
Monoalithic Solids.

CorBon offers a complete line of bonded
core handgun and rifle ammunition. Norma
loads a bonded-core rifle bullet called the
Oryx. Lazzeroni loads the Nosler Partition |
and the Barnes X-Bullet. Black Hills loads
the Nosler Bdllistic Tip, Sierra MatchKing,
and Hornady A-and V-Max

And the list goes on and on.
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at hunting distances ranging from point-
blank to in excess of 300 yards. Handloaders
using premium bullets from independent
bullet makers lead the way. It took time for
the ammunition industry to embrace the pre-
mium-class hunting bullets and make them
available to the general shooting public.

Currently, the most successful premium
hunting bullets that provide deep penetra-
tion, reliable expansion, and maximum
weight retention can be categorized into four
groups:. the Partition, the Bonded Core, the
Expanding Solid, and the Polymer-Tipped
Hollow Point.

The Partition

The legendary Nosler Partition is the
standard by which all premium bullets are
judged. It's been around the longest and
taken the most game. Wonderfully accu-
rate, widely available and economical, it
does everything a premium bullet should.
Whether the game is at 30 or 500 yards,
the Partition never fails to create an ample
entry wound and penetrate bone, muscle
and hide. If | were limited to one bullet for
all hunting, the Nosler Partition would be
my choice.

Under the Combined Technology pro-
gram of Nosler and Winchester, a steel rein-
forcing cup and stronger heel crimp have
been added to the rear core of the standard
Partition to eliminate any possibility of core
slippage and deformation, and to increase
penetration. The result is the Partition Gold
bullet loaded by Winchester.

Another product of this cooperative
arrangement is the Winchester Fail Safe bul-
let, which features a homogenous hollow-
point nose and a rear core that is encased in
two stedl cups and sealed with a heel closure
disk. The Fail Safeisavery tough bullet that
exhibits tremendous penetration and is best
reserved for large big game — elk, moose,
grizzly, and African-plains game. On smaller
bodied game species, it doesn't expand
quickly or violently enough compared to a
standard Partition.

The Swift A-Frame shares the same basic
design of the Partition with the addition of a
bonded core, resulting in maximum weight
retention and expansion.

The Bonded Core

Fusing the lead core to the bullet jack-
et has proved to be an idea method of
insuring weight retention and deep pene-
tration. The Bitterroot Bullet Company of
Lewiston, Idaho, did much of the pioneer
work on this design, which is now com-
mon in the Swift, Trophy Bonded,
Woodleigh Weldcore, CorBon, Norma
Oryx, Northern Precision and North Fork
Technologies brands. Because of the pro-
duction techniques involved in their man-
ufacture, bonded-core bullets are the most
expensive of all premium bullets. They
tend to be favored by hunters pursuing

continued on page 62
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HE V1014
continued from page 39

transparency when the dominant eye focuses
on the target) is fully adjustable for windage
and elevation, and safe inside protective
steel walls.

Concerned that enemy nightvision equip-
ment accentuates glow-in-the-dark sight
enhancements, the new shotgun’s low-light
capability is simply and effectively boosted
with ordinary white paint dots. A Picatinny
rail atop the receiver can be used to clamp on
avariety of electro-optical devices for preci-
sion shooting, day or night.

Operator controls are one area of slight
departure from previous U.S. military
designs. And these can take some time and
repetition before their manipulation
becomes instinctive. The crossholt-style
safety button is positioned at the rear of the
trigger guard where it meets the receiver. It
is reversible for left- or right-handed
shooters. The bolt releaseis aknurled button
on the right side of the receiver that is
readily accessible by the non-firing hand.

The shell-release lever is also found on
the right side of the receiver (above the for-
ward edge of the trigger guard). In addition
to alowing rounds in the magazine to be
freed for lift and feeding, the lever is used to
manually lock the bolt open. The bolt
assembly is cycled by pulling back on the
bolt handle, which, theoretically, can also be
smacked forward to assist locking in the
event of abadly fouled chamber.

A New Operating System

While pump shotguns are well recognized
for reliability under the worst conditions, the
Marine Corps saw some deficiencies that
could be overcome with the right semiauto
design. In particular, a pump is relatively
dow in getting off the second shot due to the
need for manually cycling the action; the
result isabreak in target acquisition.

Also, even though it is palitically incor-
rect to say it aloud, the upper body strength
necessary to do this consistently and flaw-
lessly is not there in many females (and all
too many MTV-generation males) who,
astonishingly, are allowed assignment to
military police and security units. On the
other hand, fast firing semiauto designs
have not distinguished themselves by
mechanical simplicity and unerring relia-
bility. What to do?

In an interesting rejection of the theoret-
ical and practical advantages of combina-
tion pump/semiauto shotguns — like the
Franchi SPAS, the Bernadelli B4 and
Benelli's own M3 — JSSAP's industry
solicitation specified pure semiautomatic
operation. This could have been a big
problem in reliability, but appearsto be well
under control in the M1014.

Benelli engineers recognized that the
Montefeltro designed inertia (recoil) oper-
ating system of its then current Super-90
series was prone to short stroking when the
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» Marlin « S&W «Remington * Winchester
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and many other manufacturers

Order From Our Full Listing of Gun Parts and Accessories at

e-GunParts.com
or Order Catalog #23

featuring 180,000 individual items from our inventory.
Catalog #23 contains 1152 pages with over 400
schematic drawings and our store brand firearms
cross-reference list. The only source you'll ever
need for current, obsolete, military parts, gunsmith
supplies, military surplus and shooting acces-
sories. ITEM#PJ-23 $12.95 (U.S.Orders Only)

U.S. Orders: (Bulk Mail) Shipping charges included. . )
Foreign Orders: Air Mail- 30 day delivery or ™~NLIMRICH
surface-90 day delivery. Shipping charges additional. P :
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ARE YOU OLD ENOUGH TO HEMEMEEH THIS'

The Junior G-Man Corps was a promaotion to sell
breakfast cereal, but it also encouraged children to
become batter citizens and gave them a little insight
into the world of crime fighting, Mehin Purds was a
very sucesstul RB.. agent and became better known
at the time than J, Edgar Hoover. This exact gold tone
replica of the original Mehin Purvis G-Man Corps
badge can be yours for just $12.95, plus 34 postage
and insurance, California residents add sales tax,

"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW” ™

The Ultimate in_Comfort, Concealment and Versatility
Fits like a 2nd Skin

SO’\ICEALMEN
YSTEMS, INC-

The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in

1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and

virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or

backup weapons. The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-

grade leather and the same holster accommodates all popular

revolvers with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch
barrels including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER,
Colt, S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus,
HK, and Walther 9mm and .45 autos. Also Walther P-38 and P-
88,Glock, S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.

The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LGSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.

The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxu-
rious black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for dura-
bility, comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus
$4.95 shipping and handling.

A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.

Catalog $3.00

REMEMBER --"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 451-3959

LCSB(LG. )WITI| S&W .44 MAG.

LAW
'= CONCEALMENT “
SYSTEMS, INC.
P.O. BOX 861 DEPT. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027
Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
www.handgunconcealment.com

NOVEMBER 2001 53



-
H X
Wricua Fobur Rolo-Holsior Tyune
robley J&0 degress ond Gdush
wenily o covas cegw, Dochpuand’
cierepr, Al of ha bBack| o grorg
e ooy Clur paianin] kocking
<H||||I\.H|r|l aliany tha hiresrm
i & BOrwrd GF fipecis Cind
with kabal gun mpEpnlon Tha
et Kolo-Holsan ore ulii
'l‘ii""‘"""ill"- with Taible two
piece cosign for maxisum
weangth and all r.'n:-' W
earrfor], Yeur chaica of an
scnily inlprchoncecte pocdn
of bo¥ loop alocnmanl i
e ol sl pEcochemanty
ore Ao Aaporirioy

Thx Fotaus Rofo-Holsler Syslem is
ovoilabla In all curent holaber
models orsd ore IDPA approved

Origenal Toctioal Sertes brom $19.95 for
balt, $22.99 for poddls and §37.99 for
Roto-Holoer ; exdra belt or poddie
aftochments $8.935. Mog poudees and vorious
ceemaisnny ayaikahle,

FOBUS USA
TEL: (215) 355-2621 24 hr FAX: (218) 3229223
www.fobusholster.com

Autoloading reliability at

an affordable price

* Inertia-recoil operating system handles 23/4" to 3" magnum
shells interchangeably.

* Chrome-lined barrel, proofed for steel shot.

* Ventilated rib with white bar front sights.

* Fine-line checkered walnut and a matte finished receiver.

» Five interchangeable choke tubes (F, IM, M, IC, C).
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% Stoeger

(301) 283-6300 www.Stoegerindustries.com
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added weight of a nightvision scope or other
heavy accessory was clamped on. To resolve
this, the engineers created the M1014 with a
distinctive Adjustable Regulating Gas
Operating system.

The heart of the ARGO system is its twin
piston rods. The rods use gas impulse from
ports in the barrel. And as the rods sharply
extend on firing, they impinge against both
sides of the bolt carrier, kicking it rearward.
This provides positive action for religble
cycling, regardless of the combat shotshell
powder or pellet load. Thissystemissaid to be
virtually immune to problems from fouling.

Low-powered, less-than-lethal ammo
such as beanbags, rubber fins and marking
rounds — which are so much in vogue these
days with our kinder, gentler military — can
be manually cycled in the M1014 by simply
grabbing the bolt handle and racking it back.

If It Ain’t Broke

A number of the internal components of
the M1014 would look familiar to any expe-
rienced user of the Benelli semi-auto
shotgun series. The action uses the rugged
and well-proven Benelli system of a bolt
carrier and cam that locks and unlocks the
twin-lug bolt into a barrel extension. Inside,
the weight of the floating firing pin and its
coil spring tension has been carefully calcu-
lated for reliable operation while minimizing
possibility of accidental discharge if
dropped during rough handling.

Feeding is very positive. The lever-type
shell carrier lifts each new round that pops
out of the magazine up into alignment with
the chamber. The bolt assembly is powered
by the stout recoil spring housed inside the
guide tube at the rear of the receiver. This
tube also acts as a mounting point for the
telescoping buttstock.

More to Come

According to information supplied by the
Marine Corps and H&K, M1014 shotgun
deliveries from Benelli are right on track.
Batches of 500 are arriving each month
toward the first production year contract
total of 3,977. Tafolla hopes to have the gun
in service throughout the Marine Corps by
October 2001.

Insiders predict the Army, Navy and
Coast Guard will soon begin ordering the
Benelli blasters, with estimates running to as
many as 25,000 over the next several years.
While federal law enforcement agencies
seem to be taking a wait-and-see attitude
right now, according to Tafolla, there is
interest from the FBI, DEA and othersin the

short 14-inch barrel version.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTAGT:

Benelli
[703] 450-1900
www.benelliusa.com
www.benelli.it/home.asp
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continued from page 49

What really caught fire in a lot of elk
camps was the appearance of the standard
length magnum — the 7mm Rem. Mag.,
the .300 and .338 Win. Mags., and to a
lesser degree the .264 Win. Mag. The trend
toward using bigger and faster magnums
for hunting elk continues to this day. | now
have friends who are routinely toting .375
H&H and .416 Rem. Mag. rifles into the
mountains.

So what's the truth?

Elk aren't getting any bigger or
tougher. More wary? Maybe. More tena-
cious of life? No.

Look at the animal. Elk are large-
boned, heavy-muscled deer. A mature
Rocky Mountain bull elk measures
roughly 8 feet long, stands 5 feet at the
shoulder and averages 700 pounds. The
mature Roosevelt bull elk of the Pacific
Northwest is somewhat larger with an
average weight of 700 to 1,100 pounds.
On the other hand, most of the elk being
taken today are yearling bulls and cows
that will average 300 to 500 pounds.

What can make elk hunting demanding
on your rifle and cartridge is the variety of
habitat in which elk can be found. Ideally,
one wants to shoot a load that will soundly
anchor a big bull on a close-in shot in thick
timber or the rain-soaked jungles of the
Pacific Northwest, and yet be capable of
reaching out to 400 yards across open
meadows, mountain parks and wide canyons
if the opportunity presents itself.

Today’s elk are under such pressure that
once the season opens they tend to hole up
in the thickest cover they can find and
expose themselves in the open only at
night or when spooked by other hunters.
Shots tend to be under 150 yards, and the
elk are usually moving through the timber
— often very rapidly.

For example, during the ' 99 elk season |
shot a custom Model 7 Remington in .284
Win. loaded with 160-grain Nosler
Partitions at 2,725 fps to take an elk
walking through the timber at 80 yards.
During the 2000 elk season, | put three
shots into the chest cavity of arunning elk
at 30 to 50 yards with a Savage 16LZ
chambered for Lazzeroni’s short .308
magnum the Patriot, loaded with 180-grain
Nosler Partitions to 3,065 fps.

That's typical elk hunting today.

Isthereasingleideal cartridgefor elk?No.

Given the quality of today’s ammunition
and the premium bullets being loaded by the
factories and handloaders, there are many
perfectly adequate elk cartridges available.
You probably aready own more than one
caliber that is perfectly suitable if the right
bullet is selected.

While many elk are successfully taken
every year with plain soft-point bullets,
there is no excuse for not using a premium
bullet when hunting this magnificent animal.
The essential qualities we're looking for in
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Auto-Ordnance Corporation

“WWII Parkerized”

Auto-Ordnance 1911A1

Completely redesigned, reengineered and made by Kahr Arms in the U.S.A.

KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913 Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com
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an elk bullet are deep penetration, reli-
able expansion and maximum weight reten-
tion. We need a bullet that will smash
through big bones and muscle to reach vital
organs from any angle. Fortunately, there are
a lot of premium bullets and factory loads
that you can choose from.

Whether you shoot factory ammunition
or handload, the most available premium
bullets are the Nosler Partition; Winchester
Partition Gold and Fail Safe; Federal
Trophy-Bonded; Barnes X-Bullet; Swift A-
Frame and Scirocco; Hornady InterLock;
Speer Grand Slam; and Sierra GameKing.

An ek bullet having a high sectional
density is also a plus in terms of retaining
energy and ensuring deep penetration. | tend
to favor bullets that are at the upper-weight
end of the caliber being used for elk.

For example:
.264: 140-160 grain
.270: 140-150 grain
7mm: 160-175 grain
.308: 180-200 grain
.338: 225-250 grain

The depth of a mature bull elk’s chest
cavity, which contains the lungs and heart
with the liver nearby, will measure between
24 to 34 inches. Like the traditional ideal
deer shot, | would like to place the bullet
one-third to one-half up from the bottom of
the chest cavity and just behind the foreleg.
That's alarge target area, and it alows for a
margin of error when a shot must be taken
from odd angles. The front shoulder or
angling off-shoulder shot is another favorite
of mine, asis afrontal chest shot.

So what are the most popular elk cal-
ibers being carried afield today? Without a
doubt, they’re the .270 Win.; .30-’06; 7mm
Rem. Mag.; .300 Win. Mag.; and the .338
Win. Mag. With proper shot placement and
premium bullets, all are capable of taking
elk out to 400 yards. And most hunters are
quite comfortable with the recoil levels
generated by these proven cartridges. You
would be well served by any of them,
although | would lean toward the .300 and
.338 short magnums for their additional
velocity and energy.

With that said, there's no reason not to
carry a .375 H&H or a .416 Rem. Mag. if
you enjoy using them. Looking forward a
few years, | certainly expect to see more of
the super magnums afield such as the
Lazzeroni .308 Warbird and .338 Titan; the
Remington .300 and .338 Ultramag's;
Weatherby’s .30-378 and .338-378; as well
as an increasing selection of the new short-
action magnums introduced recently by
Lazzeroni, Winchester and Remington.

We've basicaly licked the elk-caliber
debate today with the advent of better loads
and premium bullets. The real challenge is
getting drawn for the privilege of hunting

the magnificent wapiti!
™
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An experienced outdoorsman
tells of how and why he
selected a semiy-auto companion.

By Sam fadala

ot long ago in this country, a
sportsman who voiced concerns
about getting “et up” on the trail
was considered to be a desk-

bound dude. Today, that same person is seen

as a sharp thinker who knows the score.

Wild animals may not have changed,
but factors such as shrinking habitat and
restrictions on predator hunting have
caused an alarming increase in aggressive
animal encounters. As a result, listing 100
close encounters of the worst kind would
be no challenge. Examples range from
Arizona Boy Dragged from Back Yard by
Coyote to Mother Dies from Cougar Attack
Following Defense of Her Child. And
while the odds of an animal attack remain
minuscule today, they aren’'t as remote as
they were a decade ago.

On a dense western Wyoming mountain-
side a light bulb flicked on over my head
after my bowhunting partner and | caught
sight of a coyote. Wait a second, two. Four.
Six. There were eight, maybe more. We
never got an accurate count, but those wild
dogs were working together.

“Is the hair crawling on your arms?’
Mike asked me.

Walk Softly, And Carry A .45

This doesn't mean that you should start
shooting at the sight of a threatening animal.
If faced with a mountain lion in the path,
don’t turn or run. Look big, avoid direct eye
contact, and don’t cower. If a bear crosses
your path, stop dead in your tracks and make
noise. If it comes any closer, shoot pepper
spray — not bullets. But when awild animal
continues to behave aggressively — and
escape is not an option — you must be ready
with firepower.

Carrying a handgun on the trail has
nothing to do with offense and everything to
do with defense. The handgun you would
choose to hunt with, despite its great power
and accuracy, may not be the best choice for
an unexpected defensive need. In such
instances, no handgun will seem powerful
enough. But to be of any value, your trailgun
must be with you. The problem with packing
asidearm isits bulk and weight, and that too
heavy .454 whopper that you left at camp
will not do you much good on the trail when
seconds count.

GUNS MAGAZINE



For me, the solution is the .45 auto. It is
flat and compact, and | can carry it al day. It
may not be a powerhouse — but it's big
enough to do the job.

| have lived in Grizzly Country and still
walk where Old Ephraim roams. On the
Alaskan Peninsula, my size-12 bootprint
looked baby-like next to fresh bear tracks. If
| knew that an altercation with a bear was
around the corner, a pistol would not be my
choice of armament. A .45 ACP bullet is a
pesky gnat on the hide of a big bear. | know
that. | also know myself. Chances are that |
wouldn't tolerate the bother of carrying a
rifle or a heavy-magnum handgun while
fishing or hiking.

But my flat-sided .45 will always be with
me. With luck, a shot into a nearby tree
might convince a bear to play somewhere
else. If that fals, however, I'd much rather
tackle that bruin with a puny .45 than fight
him off with afly rod.

A friend had arun-in with a coastal griz-
zly a year ago, the species we used to call
brown bear and still should. George sur-
vived, although it took afew hundred stitch-
es to repair the damage. He had left his big
handgun back at the camp. | bet he would
have welcomed an easily carried little .45
ACP with afull magazine!

Of course, there are less hair-raising
uses for a compact .45-caliber companion.
The hunter knows that an opportunity to
collect tender delicacies for the cooking

fire may arise at any time — a quiet pistol
shot saves expensive rifle ammo and does
not make a mess of small game. A hiker or
fisherman knows that a pistol can be care-
fully used as a signaling device in the
event of severeinjury.

.45 Ammo From A Trail Perspective

So, having settled on a trim .45 auto as
our trail-gun, what type of ammunition
should be selected? Today’s factory ammo
is the best the world has ever known, not
only in quality but also in the variety of
loadings available. The .45 ACPis a great
example of this. Federal, Winchester,
Remington, Speer Lawman, Cor-Bon, CCI
Blazer — you name it — all are excellent
and offer awide choice of ballistics. Select
from FMJ hardball, light hollow-point,
heavy hollow-point for deeper penetration,
or target wadcutter for mountain grouse
and cottontails.

For proof of this abundance, a quick
look through the current Shooter’s Bible
shows seven loads from Hornady ranging
from the 185-grain JHP to the 230-grain
FMJ. Magtech offers three, all with 230-
grain bullets. Federal also has three,
including the highly regarded 230-grain
Hydra-Shock. Remington and Winchester
were well represented with a variety of
loads. | found no .45 ACP shot cartridges
listed. For the record, however,

Remington has offered shot |oads carrying
number 12 shot, the same shot size found
in .22 rimfire shot cartridges, while CCl’s
.45 ACP shot cartridge is loaded with
number 9s. I've never tried .45 ACP shot
cartridges, but there are those who have
found them useful.

Good handloads are another option for
the trail-gun, although each should be
checked in the sportsman’s personal .45 to
ensure perfect feeding. The selection of
bullets and powders suitable for handload-
ing the .45 ACP is incredibly vast, and it
would take volumes to list the various pos-
sible combinations. | can, however, report
good results with the 200-grain Hornady
XTPJHP, driven by 9.0 grains of SR 4756.
This load is good for approximately 1,000
fps from a 5-inch barrel. The heavier 230-
grain XTP hollow-point will clock right at
900 fps with 8.0 grains of the same pro-
pellant.

Nosler's 230-grain FMJ, another good
bullet, is propelled to well over 800 fps
with 8.5 grains of AA number 5 powder.
I'm also fond of Oregon Trail's 225-grain
truncated-cone Laser-Cast bullet. This bul-
let has provided top accuracy with a vari-
ety of loads found in the Laser-Cast rel oad-
ing manual. All of the above loads are list-
ed as maximum.

continued on page 60
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If The Moment Comes

On the trail, | load my .45 magazines
with any one of the excellent hollow-point
bulletsfirst, followed by two rounds of hard-
ball, and the remainder of the cargo heavy
hollow-points. For the latter, | like Cor-
Bon's 230-grain +P JHP, which promises
950 fps from a 5-inch barrel.

In the hopes of avoiding the necessity of
having to shoot an aggressive animal, I'm
willing to sacrifice the first round fired as a
warning shot.

My theory behind this mixed load is
that if noise-making and pepper spray
(used with the off-hand) haven't solved the
problem, then the bruin, cougar or coyote
will probably only be a few feet away. If
the warning shot doesn't work, a hollow-
point bullet will deliver a heavy initial
blow, followed by two FMJs for maximum
penetration, and with additional expanding
projectiles in reserve.

This barrage may not instantly stop a
dedicated bear in its tracks, but such bullets,
if well-placed, should do the job. A cat or
coyote won't make it beyond a couple of
well-placed rounds. It's simply a matter of
the portable gun in your hand being worth a
lot more than the big gun back at camp — no
matter the size of the beast encountered.

Just as loaded ammunition and compo-
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nentsfor the .45 ACPare plentiful, so arethe
pistols themselves. After considering the
staggering array of makes and models avail-
able, | selected two .45 trail guns. a Ruger
PO0DC, because of its rugged and reliable
nature, and a Kimber Ultra Carry, for com-
pactness and flawless function.

How to carry your .45 is important. It
must be out of the way but easy to get to.
| tried several shoulder holsters and belt
holsters before settling on a simple hip
holster with a retention strap, plus two
extra loaded magazines, one with a strap
and the other open.

Now It's Up To You

No pistol, even a carefully chosen one,
will suffice for the trail if it is not used
with practiced skill. | enlisted the help of
Ron Cox, a former SWAT Team officer, to
help me brush up on my pistol skills. And
| was soon shooting better than | had
thought possible.

The first, and perhaps most important,
lesson Cox imparted was astonishingly sim-
ple and effective: “Concentrate on the front
sight,” he said.

By strictly adhering to this instruction,
| began hitting 25-yard targets that | had
normally missed. While easy enough to do
on the practice range, it will take a
supreme effort of will to focus on the front
sight rather than the target in a life-threat-
ening encounter. After a simple reminder
from Cox to concentrate on trigger

squeeze, my practice program left me con-
fident that my .45 caliber pistol would do
the job in my hands.

| embarrassed myself when Cox advised
that | carry the Kimber in “condition one,”
with hammer fully cocked and the thumb
safety engaged.

“Isthat really safe?’ | blurted out.

He assured me that it was and reminded
me that most common sporting guns are car-
ried in just that way — cocked. The only dif-
ference is that you don't see the hammer
eared back and ready.

Examples? How about a Remington
Model 870 shotgun; if a round has been
chambered, the hammer is cocked. The
same can be said for any bolt-action rifle,
along with a host of other familiar
firearms. For additional peace of mind, the
Kimber has two external safeties. Squeeze
the grip to kick one off. Flick a lever to
turn off the second.

Familiar now with my two trail-guns, |
was confident that whether wandering the
back country, sitting in atree stand (sever-
al bears have climbed stands to get
hunters), or fishing some lonely trout
stream, that the .45 auto-pistol at my side
would be up to all tasks. While I’'m count-
ing on it for that one-in-a-million grim
encounter with an aggravated wild animal
on the trail, | know that | will appreciate
the company of the flat-sided little pistol
— even if al | ever cal
upon it for isto add alittle —q
food to the camp pot.
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continued from page 52

large-boned and heavy-muscled big game.
I’'ve used a number of bonded-core
designs made by Northern Precision and
featuring their J4 jackets with complete
success on deer and elk.

The Expanding Solid

Barnes has perfected this design over the
last decade, and the quality of their X-
Bullets keeps getting better. The new XLC
dry film lubricated X-Bullets considerably
reduced complaints of copper fouling. What
| like about the X-Bullet is that it's possible
to dightly reduce normal-grain weights in
any caliber, and thus provide increased
velocity without sacrificing premium-bullet
performance. For example, the typical big-
game load in the .338 Win Mag. features a
225- to 250-grain bullet at velocities
between 2,700 to 2,800 fps. With the X-
Bullet, it's entirely possible to drop the
bullet weight down to 175 to 185 grain and
achieve velocities between 3,000 to 3,200
fps. The only caveat | would offer about the
X-Bullet is that some barrels shoot it well
and some don’t. The homogenous bullet
does not have the elasticity of a lead-core
bullet and, as aresult, isless forgiving if the
diameter of the bullet and the internal
dimensions of the bore are not an ideal
match. Having said that, the X-Bullet is a
real performer, especially when driven at top
velocities. Similar in concept to the X-Bullet
is a new line of expanding solids marketed
by Lost River Ballistic Technologies.

The Polymer-Tipped Hollow Point

Pioneered by Nosler as the Ballistic Tip
— and introduced | ater by Hornady astheA-
Max, V-Max and SST; by Sierra as the
BlitzKing; and by Winchester as the
Ballistic Silvertip — the polymer-tipped
hollow-point has established itself as one of
the most accurate and aerodynamic bullet
designs ever created. Providing target grade
accuracy, the design is ideal for long range
varminting and for light to medium big-
game species. While the original designs
were somewhat too frangible on big-game,
this is no longer true with excellent big-
game bullets being offered across the board
from 6mm through 9.3mm. I've used the
200-grain Ballistic Tip in a .338 Win. Mag.
on elk with complete success, although | do
feel more confident shooting the 210-grain
and 250-grain Partitions.

Why use premium bullets?

Because they give you that critical bit of
edgein performance that may spell the differ-
ence between a successful and unsuccessful
hunt. Given the job they have to do and the
cost of hunting today, ammunition featuring a

premium bullet is a bargain at
™

any price.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Barnes Bullets
www.barnesbullets.com
1-888-barnes-x

Black Hills
www. black-hills.com
[605] 348-5150

CorBon
www.corbon.com
[605] 347-4544

Federal Cartridge
www.federalcartridge.com
[B00] 322-2342

Hornady
www. hornady.com
[800] 338-3220

Lazzeroni Arms
www.lazzeroni.com
[888] 492-7247

Lost River Ballistic Technologies
www. lostriverballistic.com
[888] 807-8611

Norma
WWW.NOrma.cc
46 571-315-00

North Fork Technolgies
[307] 436-2726

Northern Precision
[315] 493-1711

Nosler
www.nosler.com
[800] 285-3701

PMC
WWW.pmcammo.com
[702] 294-0025

Remington
www.remington.com
[800] 243-9700

Sierra
www.sierrabullets.com
[660] 827-6300

Speer-CCI
www. blount.com
[334] 244-4000

Swift Bullet Co.
[785] 754-3959
www. swiftbullet.com

Weatherby
www.weatherby.com
[BO5] 466-1767

Winchester Ammunition
www.winchester.com
[800] 888-3253

Woodleigh Bullets
www.woodleighbullets.com.au
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Blooded In Combat

The military had developed an emer-
gency requirement for what later came to be
popularly called an “anti-material rifle.” The
Marine Corps, first to adopt the M82A1,
designated it as “Special Applications
Scoped Rifle” and deployed 125 units to
Saudi Arabia where therifle proved itself in
combat. Orders from the Army and Air
Force soon followed. Today, Barrett rifles
are found in military forces throughout the
world, and the company is one of the firearm
industry’s true success stories.

Contrary to popular belief, the military
does not use the Barrett as a sniper rifle. The
anti-material rifle designation accurately
describes the role of the .50-caliber rifle.
The Barrett .50-caliber rifles are used for the
safe disposal of unexploded bombs and
artillery shells, for destroying mines that
have anti-lift devices, and for knocking out
critical targets such as radar equipment,
parked aircraft, missiles, vehicles, and other
material targets that are critical to the
enemy’s combat mission. The Barrett .50
BMG rifles are not specifically employed as
anti-personnel rifles.

Law enforcement agencies use Barrett
rifles similarly to the military. Suitable appli-
cations for the Barrett rifles are safely ren-
dering bombs inert, stopping vehicles and
rendering them inoperable, and barricade sit-
uations in which a criminal is behind cover
that istoo heavy to be pierced by smaller cal-
iber firearms. Usually, a single shot from a
.50-caliber Barrett is sufficient to convince
barricaded criminals that their best option is
to simply raise their hands and surrender.

Barrett rifles are also used by civilians
for long-range competition and recreational
shooting at distances of 500 to 1,000 yards
and beyond.

Some legislators have made loud noises
about the potential for criminal misuse of
these potent rifles. However, as of this writ-
ing, there has never been a documented
crime committed with a .50-caliber rifle of
any maker. The guns are ssimply too large,
heavy and expensive for criminal use.

-

»
1

A Model For Every Use

Currently, Barrett manufactures six .50-
caliber rifles: The original semiautomatic
M82A1, the upgraded M82A 1M, the M95,
the M95M, the M99 Heavy Barrel, and the
M99-1 with fluted lightweight barrel. The
M82A1M rifle has been adopted by the U.S.
Marine Corpsin slightly modified form with
the official designation of M82A3. There are
differences between the military and civilian
models, and military M82A3s are not avail-
able commercially. A full description of the
differences between models can be found in
the specifications.

The M82A2 rifle, a bullpup-configured
variant of the M82A1, was designed to be

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

g

Haua One Shnl Make It Count.
Pkl Pt ool ¢ Pty Plicss vl hwvmn
o o % ETIM Poxting - Muzzie Brales
RN T, s,
a-pert oflary thaomen Tam DREsa 10 reduce il A .

i, B0 ki, et P fei<fae? protema remaina B bn EIDM. porsng veeg
Landeprl venia oo rediad niood W EREDE g wilsiud sdded kmph
Ly dudrilnsiid weirunie i noge For thoomom aing s begs o+
calbar, shir Mg nuersbod will pirede risieum rocofl 7
- lhﬂThmuFfb'fuleﬂhlp’-fmrinﬂ'
deding cnly | 11T i keagnk with o Do i lre with e
L T i aron. A wponior prooey. i ssnered g

theadcin ML el Pk i B mar.

i"“"

The Century 2000 Defender Is
the witimate in self-defenso.

WIER B 3= 172" Barmdd tha G225 will chamibad e
3" . A410 00 Buck Shot with fve polleta

Thal G Deiliracias Fas a 315 doubia Burral
Pt ey, retractng g e
ORGSR Eately carmrmeial ok bnaer, AP
s cutractor ol irdbonthangsabis harrodl
Foer PuartFedd vhsrmaatesn, Oortast Band Afima

TIHE FINEST IN DOUDLE DANNIL PNOTECTION
;-F BOND ARMS, INC.

PO e 190 Geanbarry. Tomown TECER & P9 R T ST R-LELS s Faar (0T A TR5A0N0
s, Bcerainemre Do

——GLOCK"® Grip Accessories ———
by PEARCE GRIR,

1 ':l.?rl" .|r'..l|.lll.u|r1'.'w
o :J' S f"':l'i'r]'i’llhllﬂ
M e i

-ﬂﬁ? llllllll"\l Il"ll !'rl'III" AL '!I CECS '
PEARCE GRIP

F 0. Box -ll-lilhﬁlI
Fart Worth, Texas TE140
(B00) 390-0430  (BAT) SEE-HT0T fax

| Ntiarari. Praroemr p.oom Sugpested Retail 59.‘.1‘5_.

The 1800’5 today! Guns » Gear = Shooting

@HGQT‘E m&&zm:i\

SHIMIT! MAGAZINE covers various logics relating 1o
Weastern-action shooting and ihe Old West,
inclucirg guns & replicas of the mid o bee | S0
reloading, shooting events, western gear,
period clothing, history ond much morel
I -tycar Subscription (6 jsused) - 32,95
Al g Tl year Tor enly 524,75

-y eAr SubACripasni 12 wamed - 337,70
P E Daomcdian | yeaSideorgioe  T0.E51 o | -pma Rdmaripiion,

st o b -|i oorn wual [ P el Ff MO ¢ M o B R 0 pd o e AT o uluuu.hl--r'-'luu.du.-em
o aaall rEve g b, Biiingea aredl plhuma 8, akorg e pas e ke dwdsls oickd i e WlvTRa T i

i, Daiwes A Eaal o Shnot! Mispazine - 1770 Wesl ﬁl:lr'il IH-III Balse, 11 H.‘\"tl"

NOVEMBER 2001 53



Knife ﬂuﬂet—‘

Cool Blades!
Hoft Prices!

Presents: sKulptured Bases

PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTS

Send For Brochure:

S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E

SUGAR GROVE, PA 16350
Tel: 800-578-! 9862 or

814-489-3091
Fax: 814-489-5466
Website:

The knives you want at
intemet prices!

Easy Installation
the lightest

the strongest
The Best!

Guaranteed
Firnfa Challet
Dy of Sipascaalty Weh Marksbng, nc

Smooth Kontoured Rlngs

www.scopemounts.com i

All Steel, Fully Machined, Windage Mounts

E.ﬁFE HEAI:H]IIAHTE HE

S & K_SCOPE MOUNTS - S & K SCOPE MOUNTS . S & K SCOPE MOUNTS

Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

PATENTED #5,533,267

TRY THEM!
WEIGH THEM!
USE THEM!
OBVIOUSLY!
FOR LIFE!

BN i, Fogamd)

L miaralln, (BN A8550

weaw knifeoutlet.com
(800) 607-9948

40'x60'x 12

Build it yourself and save money 10,000 sizes, all bolt-together All
Steel Buildings & Homes. Call today for a price quote and a brochure.

HERITAGE BUILDING SYSTEMSe

800-643-
heritagebuildings.com

$7,139

5555

Set Your Sights [

- -.‘h

vepon dhial, rear scdjusimeni
leg affers pinpeint actuny

H.‘mg.u Hix
by

Coaza-Oard's ©

W mlmr.a:c-gard.cnm

Patemad, onvver-imislded,
chimsimgicleaning logks
wdjust (heonh Fross & rew)
lar precisg posicning,

On Site-In-Clean (EEELN

Plenny of rocsn Tog
Lok o BCCesROTIER,

See your focal sporting goods retaiier for MTM
e line of practical shooting
products or send 2 for & full stze caraleg.

MTHM Molded Products Company - PO Box 13177 - Depl, GN-SNC - Daytan DH 45413

FA0-TFRET = Fax (237} 820-T747

NOVEMBER 2001

& <

fired from the shoulder. Although the rifle
was functionally successful, it did not sell
well and is no longer in production.

The M95 was Barrett's first bolt-action
rifle. It feeds from a detachable five-round
box magazine. The M95 was originally
developed and marketed as the M90 but was
later significantly upgraded and re-designated
as the M95. The most recent version of this
rifleisdesignated the M95M. But thisversion
is available only to military and law-enforce-
ment customers. The M95M was adopted by
the Army as the XM107. Shortly after the
rifle was type classified, however, the Army
reconsidered and decided to opt for a semi-
automatic rifle rather than a bolt action.
Currently, the Army’s choice is unknown, but
it islikely to be Barrett's M82A3.

The single shot M99 is Barrett's entry-
level rifle. Although, like al Barrett rifles, the
M99 is a high-quality product that is some-
what more expensive than its competitors.
For most law enforcement uses, the M99 is
probably the best-suited rifle, asit is the most
accurate and least expensive of Barrett's
firearms. Unlike the military, which requires
quick follow-up shots in fast-moving combat
situations, police will rarely need this
capacity in a .50-caliber rifle. However,
follow-up shotswith the M99 are surprisingly
quick, as the cartridge is simply dropped or
literally tossed into the receiver and the bolt
closed on it. As long as the cartridge is
inserted in the M99's receiver with the pro-
jectile forward, the smooth-feeding action
will chamber it as the bolt is pressed forward.

Barrett Manufacturing is the world's
oldest and, arguably, most respected pro-
ducer of .50-caliber rifles. Although these
rifles are Barrett's only firearms at the
moment, the company is not resting on its
laurels and is looking to the future with a
number of advanced projects for different
types of firearms.

For example, a gas-operated .338 Lapua
Magnum rifleisin the final stages of proto-
type development and will soon enter pro-
duction. Barrett is also negotiating with
inventors and developers for production of
new and innovative firearm designs that fit
within the company’s vision of producing
special purpose firearms of all types.
Needless to say, the company’s develop-
mental projects are confidentia. But Barrett
and his staff are not simply focused on pro-
ducing .50-caliber rifles, though the world-
wide demand for Barrett’'s Big Bores
continues unabated. Despite this, should the
demand for .50-caliber rifles eventually
slow, Barrett will be ready with innovative
new products that should make the company

a force to be reckoned with well
™

into the 21st century.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Barrett Firearms Mfg. Inc.
Ph: 615-896-2938
www. barrettrifles.com
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who had submitted forms for Honor Badges,
a promotional feature that the magazine had
at the time. Of the 500, 166 (33.2 percent)
used rifles chambered in .30-'06; the .270
Win. rated second, followed by the .308.

Nearly four decades later, RCBS pub-
lished itslist of most popular reloading dies.
The .223 (primarily avarmint and target car-
tridge) was number one. The .30-'06 was
number two. And the .308 and .270 Win. fol-
lowed in third and fourth, respectively. One
can hardly say that the popularity of the .30-
'06 has declined.

The .30-’06 Today

The selection of factory rifles has never
been greater. While you may select from semi-
auto, pump and lever-action rifles, the bolt-
action is dill far and away the most popular
form. Even in turn-bolt guns, great variety
exists. And hunters may choose anything from
an ultralight, composite-stocked stainless-
stee! rifle, to a classicaly styled model fea
turing blued steel and well-figured walnut.

Most hunters choose optical sights for
their rifles. And to match .30-’06 ballistics,
you really don’t need one of those 16- to 20-
ounce superscopes which are so popular
these days. On my two pre-’64 Winchester
70s, the scopes are a 2-7X Pentax and a 2.5-
8X Leupold Vari-X I11. My old Ruger 77 has
an equally old scope, a steel-tubed Weaver
K4. These compact versatile scopes are an
excellent match for the .30-' 06.

Ammunition choices have also been
expanded. Hornady shook up the industry a
few years ago with its Light Magnum series.
Choices in .30-’06 include the 150-grain
SST bullet at 3,100 fps, the 165-grain SP at
3,015 fps, and the 180-grain BTSP at 2,900
fps. Other major ammunition manufacturers
have added new premium loads as well.

Winchester's Supreme .30-'06 line
includes a 150-grain Power-Point Plus at
3,050 fps, 168-grain Ballistic Silvertip at
2,790 fps, 180-grain Power-Point Plus at
2,770 fps, and Partition Gold at 2,750 fps.
The tough Fail Safe bullet is offered in
choices of 150 grain at 2,920 fps, 165 grain
at 2,800 fps, and 180 grain at 2,700 fps.

The Speer Nitrex line has the premium
Speer Grand Slam bullets in severa loads:
150-grain at 3,000 fps, 165-grain at 2,810
fps, and 180-grain at 2,790 fps. Federal loads
awiderange of premium bulletsin itsfactory
.30-'06 ammunition. The Trophy Bonded
Bear Claw, Sierra Game-King, Barnes XLC,
Nogler Partition and Nosler Bdlistic Tip are
all offered in standard velocity loads.

In addition, Federal loads some of these
premium bullets in its High Energy loads at
higher velocities. These include the Nosler
Partition (180 grain at 2,880 fps), the Sierra
Game-King (165 grain at 3,000 fps) and the
Trophy Bonded Bear Claw (150 grain at
3,000 fps, 180 grain at 2,880 fps).

Remington is aso loading some pre-
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mium bullets at standard velocities: the 180-
grain Nosler Partition, Swift A-Frame and
Swift Scirocco, all at 2,700 fps; the 150-
grain Nosler Ballistic Tip and Swift Scirocco
at 2,910 fps; and the 165-grain Nosler
Ballistic Tip at 2,800 fps. Remington still
holds the record for the fastest .30-' 06 load,
the 55-grain Accelerator at 4,080 fps.

The lightest factory load currently avail-
able from major manufacturers is the 125
grain at 3,140 fps. The heaviest bullet loaded
by Winchester at present is the 180-grain.
Remington, and Federal still offer 220-grain
bullets at 2,410 fps.

An Ideal Reloader’s Cartridge

The .30-'06, with its medium case
capacity and long neck, is one of the easiest
and most pleasant cartridgesto reload. There
isawesdlth of load data available — literally
dozens of powders and hundreds of bullets
that will work. Personally, | have no need for
bullets under 150 grain or over 180 grain in
the .30-'06. The loads I’ ve used for yearsin
my working '06 rifles are so routine, I'm
almost embarrassed to mention them.

For deer and antelope, my load was any
standard, fast-expanding 150-grain bullet
from Hornady, Speer, Sierra or Noder (the
older style Solid Base and later the Ballistic
Tip), with 59.0 grain of IMR-4350. For any-
thing bigger, it was the 180 Noder Partition
with 56.0 grain of IMR-4350. Therifles vary
a hit, but typicaly the 150-grain muzzle
velocity is 2,925 fps to 2,950 fps. The 180-
grain Partitions average about 200 fps dower.

As | started using my ' 06 rifles more and
more as spares, | redized that fiddling with
two loads was a nuisance. When Winchester
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Fail Safe ammunition came dong, | decid-
ed to settle on it as my one load. Factory
ammunition is very accurate, and matches
claimed ballistics almost exactly (180 grain at
2,700 fps).

On light game such as deer, these first
Fail Safes proved a bit tough. For example:
A couple of Whitetails fell quickly enough
after being shot through the shoulders, but a
good-sized mule deer gave no sign of a hit
after being shot through the lungs at about
150 yards. A second shot with the same hold
caused the buck to trot off nonchalantly into
heavy brush, leaving me convinced that the
scope was off. The buck ran about 400 yards
beforeit died. | eventually found it, more by
good luck than good management. Results
on a mule-deer doe during a later antlerless
season were similar.

Now | reserve my remaining supply of
Fail Safes in .30-'06 for bigger game. The
all-purpose load for the three rifles is the
180-grain Nosler Partition with either 60.0
or 61.0 grains of Reloder 22, depending on
therifle. Velocities run just under 2,800 fps.
Reloder 19 does almost aswell, but at slight-
ly higher pressures.

Rel oading components have kept pace with
the development of improved factory ammo.
Bullets are better than ever. High velocities
place extreme demands on bullets. The .30-
'06, with its middle-of-the-road velocities,
seems to do well with most bullet styles.

A supplier of bullets for handloaders, for
example, doesn't know whether its 180-
grain spitzers will be loaded in a .300
Savage at 2,400 fps or in a hot .30-cal. mag-
num at 3,400 fps. The bullet might not
expand enough in the first instance, and it
might expand too much in the second.

For example, I’ ve been very pleased with
the performance of Nosler Ballistic Tip bul-
lets for lighter game — athough some have
complained about bullet blowup or exten-
sive meat damage with these bullets.
Generaly, though, it turns out that these
complainers were using magnums with
velocities in the 3,100-fps to 3,200-fps
range. Maybe the reason |’ ve had good luck
is that in the various calibers in which I've
used Ballistic Tip bullets, muzzle velocities
have generally been in the 2,900-fps range.

There have never been so many powder
choices. In addition to the standards from
Hodgdon, IMR, Hercules and Winchester,
there are newer brands such asAccurate Arms,
Vihtavouri and Ramshot. Some of these pow-
ders have the potential for increased velocities,
and they give the reloader more opportunities
to find an accurate load. Actudly, there are
dozens of powders that work well in the .30
'06. Because of its medium capacity, it will
work with many of the medium to medium-
dow burning powders.

Medium, for many that describes the .30-
'06. Average. Middle of the road...

Mundane. Yes, it has its critics. But this
middle-of-the-road old soldier will still be
topping the charts and efficiently taking
game long after its current critics are gone.
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Armalite AR-10A2 Carbine

~

AR-10A2 carbine, chambered in the hard-hitting .308 Win.

cartridge. Featuring a 16-inch barrel with permanently
attached compensator and 1:12-inch twist, the ArmalLite AR-10
series is renown for its superb accuracy and durability. Outstanding
ergonomics make the AR-10 one of the most comfortable and fastest
handling semiauto big-bores on the planet. The “A-2" type sights,
finely adjustable for elevation and windage, help make the most of
this rifle's capability. Furnished complete with two 10-round maga-
@a sling and safety-lock.

This month’'s Gun Of The Month prize is the exciting ArmaLite

The already exotic appearance of the AR-10 is enhanced by the
newly available Realtree “Hardwoods’ camouflage pattern. Realtree
iswell known as the most versatile camo system around. And the 13
natural colors applied in the Hardwoods pattern will naturally blend
in with awide variety of hunting environments. Retail price for the
ArmalLite AR-10A2 carbine in the Redltree Hardwoods finish is
$1585. ArmalL.ite offers a great variety of superior quality rifles in
calibers from .223 to .50 BMG, as well as parts, tools and acces-
sories. Check them out on the Web at www.armalite.com, or call
[309] 944-6939.
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i TO ENTER CONTEST: Use any post-
card (no envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send
to GUNS Magazine, GOM NOVEMBER, P.0. BOX
639033, San Diego, CA 92163-9033. Entries must be
received before DECEMBER 1, 2001.
Limit one entry per household.

| QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
I support the right of concealed

carry:

(A) Yes

()] No

(C) Not sure

Address
City, State, Zip

CIRCLE ANSWERS TOQUESTION OF THE MONTH:
(A _(B), (C)

IF 1 WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:

FFL Dealer

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #

Store Hours: a.m. thru

‘QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.
To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws.
Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary.
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN SEEKING A SOURCE FOR BEST-

QUALITY GUN REFINISHING, THE MIDDLE OF
NOWHERE IS THE RIGHT PLACE TO LOOK.
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Opposite: Before and after photos of the Winchester M-97
show the magnificent transformation that Glenrock Blue
accomplished. What is more difficult to see is the flawless
polishing of the metal surfaces. No washed-out lettering or
egg-shaped screw holes here! Phil Filing is shown polishing a
barrel. This seemingly simple task is the foundation of a quality
finishing job, and must be done correctly.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

BY Dick WILLIAMS

lenrock, Wyoming, is a bit easier to find than the
lost city of Atlantis, primarily becauseit’s located
off Interstate 25 about halfway between Casper
and Douglas, just about centered in the eastern haf of the
state. For those of you who don’'t know where Casper or
Douglas are, or perhaps even where Wyoming is, no worries,
mate! If you're a firearms enthusiast, all you need to know
isthe name and address of Glenrock Blue, where some of the
finest wood- and metal-restoration work in the country is
performed. At Glenrock, the husband-and-wife team of Phil
and Di Filing limit their efforts specificaly to metal and
wood refinishing; no general gunsmithing tasks are

accepted. Ah, but what wondrous work they do!

Glenrock uses a 10-tank blueing system rather than the
more traditional three-tank system. Custom gun finishes
include baked-on Teflon/moly coat, rust blue, Belgian blue,
parkerizing and gold plating. Glenrock believes that bead
blasting with aluminum oxide gives afiner finished product
than glass bead. Based upon the project done for me, | can
vouch for the fact that they take specia care with the pol-
ishing process to ensure that holes and lettering do not get
washed out. No less painstaking is the stock finishing
process. The stock is first stripped and cleaned to remove
old grime. It is then repaired (as necessary), sanded,
steamed, and treated with a clear filler. Finally, the stock is
finished with many coats of hand-rubbed oil in a tempera-
ture-controlled environment. Needless to say, thisis a very
involved and painstaking process.

Before choosing Glenrock as his permanent base of
operations, Filing did his time in the city, which included
graduating from the Colorado School of Trades and several
years as the gunsmith for amajor sporting-goods chain. His
qualifications and credentials are in good order.

Phil does all the metal work, along with cutting stocks
and fitting any missing pieces. Di handles al the wood
clean up and finishing, including the careful recutting of old
checkering patterns. Although a small shop, Glenrock Blue
has customers in 48 states. And most of them have been
acquired through word-of-mouth referrals. They also have
dealers who will handle all the logistics and administrative
reguirements in those states.

| heard about Phil from Bob Robertson, Alaskan guide
and owner of Bear Track cases. A while back, Robertson and
| spent many hours together in a small tent hunting bear and
moose in Alaska. Actualy, we left the tent for most of our
hunting but ended up spending alot of time in the tent due to
bad wesather. As often happens with hunters and shooters, our
conversation quickly turned to distinctive firearms, owned or
desired. | mentioned a Model 1897 shotgun handed down to

continued on page 73
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BY CAMERON HOPKINS

Ahrends Thin Stocks

Gri pmaker Kim Ahrends continues to raise the bar in custom

1911 aftermarket grips. First he pioneered a new style of

checkering, known as “Tactical Stocks,” which leaves the
upper portion of the panel uncheckered to facilitate afast purchase on
the pistol while leaving the bottom section textured with perfectly
pointed diamonds for a rock-solid grip.

Now the affable lowan is out with “Thin Stocks,” a slimmed-
down version of hisclassic 1911 stock. The thin grips are nearly half
the thickness of full-size stocks — .172 inch compared to .269 inch.
In fact, Thin Stocks are so emaciated that Ahrends supplies modified
grip screws and escutcheons because the standard ones are too fat.
For the time being, blue is the only finish available.

In the hand, Thin Stocks feel, well, thin. The overall circumfer-
ence of a 1911 is reduced about a quarter inch, which doesn’t sound
like much, but it is definitely “feelable.”

Thin Stocks are cut with striationsinstead of checkering, again to
alow a fast purchase as you whip your concedled Kimber or
Springfield from under a jacket.

Like al of Ahrends grips, Thin Stocks are made from exotic hard-
wood. Ahrends offers three choices: traditional Cocobolo, and the

more exotic Cordia and Moradillo. All are relieved with a Swenson FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

cut on the starboard panel to accommodate a southpaw thumb safety. Kim Ahrends Custom Firearms
If you are looking to minimize the profile of a 1911 for concealed PO. Box 203

carry, or if you smply have small hands and want agrip reduction, Thin Clarion, lowa 50525

Stocks are the answer. The retail priceis $50 in any of the three woods. [515] 532-3449

Dymondwood laminates are $60.
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continued from page 71

my brother-in-law from his father. It's the
specia Black Diamond Trap model with a
30-inch barrel. While the gun is still incred-
ibly tight mechanicaly, both the metal and
wood have taken a beating since leaving the
Winchester factory in the early part of the
20th century. One of the black-diamond
inserts was missing, and the toe of the stock
had been broken off and logt, leaving the
buttplate shattered. The gun had been hiding
in my brother-in-law’s closet for almost four
decades, not usable and too embarrassed for
any public appearances. Robertson suggested
| contact Filing. And the following summer, |
sent the shotgun to Glenrock Blue.

Knowing that the minimum turnaround
time for complete blueing and stock refin-
ishingisat least 16 weeks, | was not surprised
when the Model 97 was gone for over 20.
What did surprise me, upon the gun’s return,
was the incredible restoration process that
had taken place. | was looking at what
appeared to be a brand-new Winchester
Mode 97 shotgun that had been made in
1897! Metd that had been covered with rust
and pitting had the old-time blued look with
all lettering still readable — even the smdler
print. 1 could not even distinguish between
the origina black diamond and its replace-
ment. And it took a careful search to find the
joining line where the broken toe of the butt-
stock had been replaced. Filing had been
unableto find areplacement butt plate for the
Model 97, so he made a new one and fitted it

to the repaired stock. It looked great! All the
grime and filth from the wood had been
removed, and the beauty of the original stock
restored. The checkering had been recut and
was immaculate, but still looked totally
proper for a gun amost a century old. Even
the dings and scars around the muzzle had
been repaired. Nothing was overlooked,
either in the wood or in the metal. Robertson
had told me that the gun would be repaired by
atrue craftsman, but he hadn’t mentioned the
artistry and care that accompany the technical
skill of Glenrock Blue restoration.

It is redundant to say that the Winchester
isonce again awork of art. Even |, with my
unmitigated gall and total lack of shame,
was unable to ask my brother-in-law if |
could borrow the gun for a cowboy match.
Someday, after he has had sometimeto rem-
inisce about his youth and take the gun bird
hunting, | will try to borrow it. And while |
can't change his Last Will and Testament in
terms of who will ultimately own that beau-
tiful Winchester Model 97, | am drafting an
amendment stating that if he goes first, the

gun stays with me until my demise.
FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACT:

Glenrock Blue
222 S. 5th Street
Glenrock, Wyo. 82637
[307] 436-2330
Web Site: www.gunbluing.com

NEEX T MONTH

Because you're gauged by the company you keep.

Dot juast wells ammong frienids... strur! Himudmiade, hand-fuited
and hamed-cngrved by the legendary mmakers of Merkel,
From its cold-ammser forped steel barvels to its artissically
flwless engraving fo its impecoable standards of
stremgth and durabiliny, your Merke shotgun will
providde a lifetimie of plessuire and performance.
With Greener cross-holt g doble smder barrel focking
|I.'I,:'-. il i cocking mdicabors, your chalce of bosdocks
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or sidedocks. Averable in 12, 16, 20, 28 and 410 poupes
The Mertad of yowr aircams is ot there waiting. 5o then,

wht exactly are you waiting for?

Fiow e informmation on il el shotguns coff

(A0 B or wrile G e, Dent. M, 7661

Commmersr Lame, PCY Bime 120 Trusoalle, AL 3531 73 or send
S0 w0 the mudeiress above fo regeve @ new Mevbel catalog and
Mieved armpatehe. Vesit s af wweCSfiroarms.com
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New Staglite Grips fraction of the cost. Available for the fol- New lightweight Blind
From Ajox lowing handguns: Ruger Blackhawk and From Paha Que

The new StagL ite cowboy-style grips Vaquero, Colt Single Action, Cowboy and The Wilderness Blind from Paha Que
from Ajax are a stun- I _ 19lisand al of the Uberti Wilderness, Inc. is an Advantage
ningly handsome alter- il 1 sixshooters. For more infor- Camouflage covering that folds into an
native to the genuine mation, contact Ajax Custom 8x26-inch zippered bag and weighs just 12
stag horn recently Grips 9230 Viscount Row, pounds. When fully deployed, the
banned from export to Dallas, Texas 75247, tele- Wildnerss Blind has a floor measurement
the U.S. by the govern- phone: [214] 630-8893, of 54x54 inches and a peak height of 94
ment of India StagLite FAXZ: [214] 630-4942, e- inches. The three “invisible” windows pro-
has the color, texture mail: order@ajaxgrips.com, vide insect-free ventilation and 360-

Website: www.gjaxgrips.com  degree visibility. The “D shaped” door
locks from the inside and latches open for
comfortable ventilation. Suggested retail
price is $279. For more information, con-
tact Jeff Basford at Paha Que Wilderness,
Inc., 13670 Danielson St., Ste. “D”,
Poway, CA 92064, telephone: [888] 700-
8368, Website: www.pahague.com

and appearance of the
genuine item, but at a

Tactical Lightweight Rifle Combat guarantees a 1.5 MOA at 100
From Wilson Combat yards. Available in Parkerized or Armor-

The Tactical Lightweight is the latest Tu_ff finishes. For more information, contact
AR-15 style rifle from Wilson Combat. The ~ Wilson Combat, 2234 CR 719, Berryville,
new design eliminates five ounces from the ~ ARK 72616-4573, telephone: [870] 545-
front end of the traditional M-4 type barrel. 3618, FAX: [870] 545-3310, email:

The resulting modifications maximize accu-  10ri@wilsoncombat.com, Website:
racy, reliability and comfort. Wilson www.wilsoncombat.com

Pistol Vault
From Beretta USA

The new Pistol Vault is especially designed to
accommodate the Beretta Model 92 and 96
semi-automatic handguns. The Pistol Vault
features sturdy 16-gauge all-steel construction,
quick access combination lock, soft foam padded
interior and an elegant jet black exterior finish accented
with handsome gold trim. Holds two handguns. For more infor-
mation, contact Beretta USA, 17601 Accokeek, Md. 20607,
Telephone: [301] 283-2191, FAX: [301] 283-0189, Website:
www.berettausa.com

Non-Firing Civil War
Revolver
From Collector's Armoury

A non-firing exact replica of the Model
1860 Army revolver used by Union troops
during the Civil War is available from
Collector's Armoury. This legendary cap
and ball revolver has a working loading
lever, hammer, trigger and cylinder.
Comes with optional frame with engraving
of an action scene from the first Battle of
Manassas. For more information, contact
Collector's Armoury, PO. Box 59,
Alexandria, Va. 22313-0059, telephone:
[877] 276-6879, FAX: [703] 683-5486,
Website: www.collectorsarmoury.com

y = e —

Ti-Lite Folder
From Cold Steel

The Ti-Lite self-defense folding knife features a four-inch needle
point stainless steel blade and forged titanium handle. Dual rows of
circular holes have been machined into the handle to eliminate
weight and provide a positive grip. The Ti-Lite measures just
under nine inches when open. It weighs only 4.6 ounces. For
more information, contact Cold Steel, 3036-A Seaborg Ave,,
Ventura, Calif. 93003, telephone: [800] 255-4716, FAX:
[703] 683-5486, Website: www.coldsteel.com
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Replica Military
Leathergoods
From Ammo Depot

The Ammo Depot offers an impressive
selection of exact replica holsters for mili-
tary firearms. Pictured are the tan cowhide
U.S. Army holster for the Model 1917
Smith & Wesson and Colt revolvers and a
black leather
McKeever cartridge
box which accommo-
dates 20 rounds of

45-70 ammunition.
Call, write or FAX
your request
for the 72- l

page

“Catalog

No.36:”

Ammo Depot, 7325

Ingham Ln., Godfrey, 11l. 62035-2881, tele-
phone: [618)] 466-2666, FAX: [618] 466-
2738, Website: www.ammodepot.com

Tracker 209 In-Line Rifle
From Traditions Performance
The Tracker 209 in-line rifle from
Traditions Performance Firearms fea-
tures a primer ignition system that
makes this weapon one of the best
values on the bolt-action muzzlel oading
market. The specially designed breech
plug alows the .50 caliber Pyrodex
pellet to sit directly over the ignition
area with the bottom of the pellet
exposed to the lightning hot flame. The
adjustable Lite Optic Sight System
delivers a clear, bright target sight
picture in dawn and dusk condi-
tions. For more information, con-
tact Traditions Performance
Firearms, PO. Box 776, Old
Saybrook, Conn. 06475, tele-
phone: [860] 388-4656, FAX:
[860] 388-4657, e-mail:
info@traditionsfirearms.com,
Website: www.traditions-
firearms.com

for more
NEW PRODUCTS
visit our website

Wik, CUMNSMagazine, corm
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NILL-GRIiPsS

www.nill-grips.com

For 304 yiellshweriersimply the best atithelEtliopeaniVianien
Withimoreftian'500 different revolver andipistol*grips, wetalielpliolidiiofdeliver

'ﬁ.ing’h grade quality and excellent craftsmanship to you. Call or'Wisite¥for a catalog.
P.0. Box 1916 * Bandera TX 78003 e Tel.: 830 634 3131  Fax: 830 634 2555

An American Glassic still available!

Made with Pride in the U.S.A.

Tommy Guns are banned in CA & CT.

Thompson 1927A-1

“Deluxe Semi-Auto”

Shipped with 30 round Stick magazine
* 10 round Drum magazine - optional

r ’m® KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913
F Website: www.tommygun.com / www.tommygunshop.com
™ Sales & Marketing: 845-353-7770 / Fax: 845-353-7833

Customer Service: 508-795-3919 / Fax: 508-795-7046
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continued from page 28
carry a handgun and be highly skilled —
able to engage a target under extreme pres-
sure, from concealed carry, in under 2 sec-
onds— the attacker can slash you, hack you,
or run straight through your middle long
before you can bring your muzzle to bear.
Fortunately, there are a couple of aces
you can keep up your Sleeveif you ever find
yourself caught between a blade and a hard
place. But you have to remember, any
engagement with an edged weapon presents
two essential elements that need to be over-
come before you can point your muzzle on
target. You must overcome shock, and you
must break the contact connection.

Overcoming Shock

Finding a class that teaches how to deal
with shock is difficult, if not impossible.
But some golden nuggets of wisdom do
exist — preserved from the battlefields of
yesteryear — that we can use in our daily,
modern lives.

Humans anatomically freeze when
threatened with an edged weapon. The
thought of loosing life or limb stuns us into
shock, and as a result we stop breathing.
Ancient studies of shock illustrate that the
average male will slightly inhale and
momentarily freeze his breath when threat-
ened (as documented by Procopius, the mil-
itary historian of the 6th Century Byzantine
Count General Belisarius who rid Rome of
the Ostrogoths in 536 A.D).

Our body activates its primal response
mechanism, and we remain motionless for
some time before the fight-or-flight mecha-
nism kicks in. The length of time varies
from person to person, but the common
denominator remains consistent: Our bod-
ies freeze for a measurable amount of time.
We give our enemy the classic advantage of
surprise attack and put ourselves on the
reactive side of the fence.

The magters of old admonish us to this
very day that: “Reaction is always dower than
action.” Our only hope is to minimize our
reaction time and attempt to convert precious
seconds into action as quickly as possible.

So what's the best way to turn reaction
into action and decrease the amount of
freeze-time caused by shock? The famous
Japanese swordsman Miyamoto Musashi
offers this sage advice: “The body and
breath can be frozen, but the mind cannot.”
Standard operating procedure, should you be
confronted by shock, is to free your mind
and then free your breath. The body will
naturally follow. Breathe. Focus on the situ-
ation at hand and simply breathe.

Try this the next time you avoid an acci-
dent on the freeway or aloud noise startles
you at night. Once alarmed, focus your
mind and then free your breath. Later, try
and analyze the phenomenon of shock and
how you reacted to it. How long were you
frozen? Were you immediately able to free

your mind and your breath and effectively
react to the situation at hand by turning
your reaction time into action?

Practice managing shock during dicey
situations, and you will significantly prepare
yourself for thinking and acting fast should
you ever need to protect yourself.

Contact Connection

Contact Connection is the physical con-
nection between the opponent, his weapon
and any part of your body.

Unlike firearms, edged weapons are con-
tact weapons. In order for contact weapons
to be effective, they must make the connec-
tion from attacker to would-be victim. In
other words, his hand must be on the knife,
screwdriver, razor blade or whatever else
he's holding; and the sharp edge or point
must contact some part of your body.

No contact connection renders an edged-
weapon useless. Therein lies the age old
secret — break the contact connection and
you break the weapon's effectiveness. If
your attacker loses his grip, or the knife's
edge and tip do not touch you, no physical
harm can result.

You can employ several methods to
break the contact connection: First, use an
obstacle to break the connection. Put some-
thing between yourself and the edge. This
can be distance, your briefcase, your coat, a
trash can or car door — anything will do if
placed between yourself and the threat.

Second, don’t alow the connection to be
made. Move to the outside. Simply get your
body away from the edge or tip. Jump, roll,
run, duck or move — just get out of there.
Break the connection by not being there for
him to make any contact.

Third, push his hand or arm down and
away from your body and then move away. A
bit more risky than the first two — but if you
don’t have a better option, then you must act
on this means of breaking the connection.

By taking action to bresk the contact
connection, you will have seized the initia-
tive and will have placed him in the position
of reacting to you. One more nugget from
the ancient masters: “He who takes action
creates reaction and thus controls the fight.”

Don't try to beat him at his own game, by
matching his moves speed for speed. You
will fail. When the attacker possesses the
element of surprise, you are behind the
power curve. He is active. You are reactive.
Heed the words of the master: “Reaction is
always slower than action.” No matter how
fast you pick up the phone, the person call-
ing you will be there first.

About The Author

Seve Tarani is a full-time law enforce-
ment defensive tactics instructor specializ-
ing in edged and impact weapons. For more
information: [949] 515-0905 steve-

tarani @earthlink.net

GUNS MAGAZINE



AMPFIRE 1A
continued from page 82

| don’t know them, and they certainly don’t
know me. After all thistime, we are still
only acquaintances.

Those of usinvolved with firearms and
hunting have a great advantage over other
folks because true friendships seem easier
to form in these situations. There is some-
thing about shooting and hunting, and just
being outside with other men, that seemsto
break down the barriers that we build
around ourselves. It's alot easier to be gen-
uine, honest and open with one another
around a campfire than in almost any other
situation. A wise man soon realizes that the
success of a hunting trip is not measured by
the size of the trophy, but by the quality of
time spent with friends — true friends.

| was six years old when my step-dad
came home from World War 11 and taught
me one of the most important |essons that
I’ve ever learned about real friendship. He
related to me how ayoung man in his outfit
had thrown himself on a grenade — sacri-
ficing himself so his friends could live.

Thereit is! The true meaning of friend-
ship. The willingnessto die for afriend. |
have friends who would die for me should
the occasion arise, and more importantly, |
would do the same for them.

| have a dear friend who, while in col-
lege, was paralyzed from the neck down. At
the time, the doctor told him that he would
never walk again. But thanks to his sheer
dogged determination, today he can out
walk me, albeit with a decided limp.

I was on a hunting trip with my friend
some time ago. He was going to a take a
buffalo with a sixgun, and the guide told
him that before he shot to find atree to
climb, just in case anything went wrong.

“If he doesn't go down and comes for
you, run for thet tree. How fast can you run?’

My friend began to laugh.

“How fast?| can't run at al!” he said.

“But what if everything goes wrong?’
the worried guide said.

“Don’'t worry. John will keep him off me.”

Unlike the guide, my friend was not
worried in the least because he knew |
would protect him, or die trying, for one
simple reason: Heis my friend.

We live in such a shallow world today.
Honesty, Integrity, Honor, Loyalty, True
Friendship: Our future survival as a nation
depends upon these values, which seem to
be forgotten by so many people today.

We not only need to pass the shooting
sports on to younger generations, we need
to pass on the most important thingsin
life. All of us have probably gathered
firearms, ammunition and supplies just in
case society unravels someday. If every-
thing ever really does come apart, we
would be much better off with a stockpile
of friends than alone with an arsena of

Weapons.
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SPRINGFIELD'S "LOADED" 1911-A1 PISTOLS

“NOTHING EVEN COMES GLOSE

‘ to Springfield’s Loaded 1911-A1 for
unmatched performance, accuracy and
total reliability. Dollar-for - dollar and shot

[
L]

~for-shot, the best 1911 in the world. |
know, | put mine to the test everyday.”

DON'T COMPROMISE

You'll find add-ons and quality
craftsmanship you'd expect fo find only
from a Custom Shop pistol—right out of
the box! According to Gun Tests July,
2000, “Our recommendation: This is our
first choice. Buy it.”

EB.l. CONTRACT QUALITY

A recent FBI contractor report card gave
the Springfield 1911-A1 its highest
grade. That's why Springfield is the
stand-alone 1911-AT choice of the FBI
Hostage Rescue Team (HRT), and
America’s elife low enforcement
departments and tactical squads.

GUARANTEED FOR LIFE

Each Springfield 1911-A1 is backed
by the strongest Lifetime Guarantee in
the business.

VISIT SPRINGFIELD ON THE WEB
www.springfieldarmory.com
| orcall 800680-6866.

SPRINGFIELD PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
the infroduction of our
NEW DOUBLE ACTION ONLY
POLYMER PISTOL, THE SA2000!

Rob Leatfiam, Ask for it at your favorite refaler.

Professional Shooter
10-time USPSA National Champion
3-time IPSC World Champion
a;tilPi; 1DPA National Champion
11.5."Special Operations Group Shooting Instructor
sa, AL The Oldest Name In American Fircarms

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

ISTOLS » RIFLES = OPTICS = ACCESSORIES

SPRINGFIELD, INC. ® DEPT. GM 420 WEST MAIN ST. ® GENESEO, IL 61254  PH. 309-944-5631 ® FAX 309-944-3676
For a free mini catolog, call or send address. For the complete fine of full clor catalags, VHS video, and embroidered patch, send $6.95 for 2-3 day delivery

or send $3.95 for 4-6 week delivery. (Refund upon purchase of Springfield product.)  Copyright 2001. Contents property of Springfild, Inc.

GERBER GATOR Item # G-6064

-

5” Closed Linerlock ® 154CM Steel Drop Point Blade
« Alligator Hide Textured Black Kraton Handle * Black Cordura Belt Sheath

Suggested Retail $69.95......0ur Price........ $49.95.......NOW ONLY $44.00!

(Free Normark Pocket Sharpener (NK-4) For First Time Buyers)

3760 €. 350 S. BRINGHURST, IN 46913
=] 1-800-248-2181

GROUES EDGE, INC.
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Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2000 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

NOVEMBER 2001

2000. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-6655.

ACCESSORIES

| TEXAS GONSLINGER

Quality Gun Leather
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PFROMAG INDUSTRIES \ .'I
10654 5. Garfleld Ave,, Dept, &) 1

Soalh Gate, A POTHD

& |
Lh2-Rab 1 -R554 -\.",_’--""'-:::ll

www. promagindustrlies.com
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100% ONLY
American

made indi- $20995
vidually

hand-crafted

made from Each rig is
the finest custom
vegetable made, fully
tanned lined and
leather available
Black Hill in Natural
Leather Russet,
fashion their Dark
Chestni
the late 1800's and Black

Send $3 for color brochure

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather
410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434 Fax: 956-712-8330
“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com
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Symbol of honest, competent,
quality workmanship

"LOOK FORIT!

Member list $2.00
1449 Blue Crest Ln.
San Antonio, TX 78232

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-
less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806

714) 634-9254 RUIITACIHIEICRAINE FAX: (714) 634-9382

20th Anniversary!

Giving von a Choice in Machinery
simee 19811
All Mew
All Brand Name %
Machines
in sizes from
Benchiop to
Industrial, () PRAZI
Call For o FRELE i =
Catalopg! ﬁ"ﬁ-‘-‘.
BLUE RIDGE
MACHINERY & TOOLS
POy Box 536-00, Humcane, WY 25526
Mk-562-1538 or fax 34-562-5311
www hlueridgemachinery.com
800-872-6500

(509) 758-7251

L M
Tecivorocmss"

P.O. Box 399, Clarkston, WA 99403

Tactical Shotgun Mounts
Flashlight-laser combination
or Flashlight mounts.
Unique one piece design.
6061-T6 aluminum
Fits extended or large capacity
magazine tubes.

1" or 26mm diameters
Patent Pending

DWN A MACHINE SHUP'

| shaog

with & B viLll= |'r|||

CALL TODAY!
-Hl.'“ 1-800-345-6342

FREE 0 e mm 1
WED TN Dept A PO BOX 1517

Ana Arbor, Ml 4101500
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Concealment Products. Fanny packs, holsters,
gun purses. Free catalog. 1-800-944-7717.
www.kgproducts.com

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

Exotic Rosewood Handgun Grips. Custom quality
at attractive prices. Highly figured, hand cut check-
ering. Wide variety 1911 and Ruger S/A.
www.woodgrips.com

recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

Financial freedom can be yours! $800 per week
average, home based. Enclose $10 for complete
business to: Quickstart, PO Box 231, Dept. 8, Ada,
MI 49301.

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble

Products at Home. Call Toll Free 1-800-467-5566
EXT. 2721. www.homejobs.com/2721

COLLECTORS

AMMUNITION

www.jamescalhoon.com

Varminting Articles!

% 117,22 & 19 cal. BULLETS

19 cal. Re-Barrel Kits!

PH: (406)395-4079
Your Choice:
models of

Bullet Swage

Presses...
Make ary Dullgl you can imag-
i, B Birgm Dol K Tifiied
shotgun slugs, 12 cal, solf points
3 mubi-acket 50 BMG, laad o
jnckoss. Corbin makos 100k and
supples o help you becoma a
woid-class bullel makes! Wiy
wall any longer?

Warid leader in Bullel Swaging syshams
info 11+ Hamcbaook B13 = 7o8o0k Pak Y97 s Lk

CORBIN =

| Welcoma!
PO Box 2659, White City, OR 97503

Fhong 541-BM-5211 Fax 541-826-8569
warw gwiagae.com  sales@corbing.com

Free gun ads at curiosandrelics.com. Browse or
list your curios, relics, parts, and bayonets for
free.

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

GUNS FOR SALE

NEW/USED FIREARMS, IMPERIAL SIZING DIE
WAX, SEND $1.00 FOR LIST OR SEE WEBSITE
www.jcunard.com. J. CUNARD & COMPANY, P.O.
BOX 755G, NEWARK, OH 43058-0755, EMAIL
joe@jcunard.com. 740-345-6646.

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch” illus-
trated mail order catalog $5, subscription $35. We
buy collections. C0n5|gnment auction, appraisal.
Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040, Lenexa, KS
66285. Jim Supica, President. (913)492 -3000.

Check our Website. Legal Machineguns for sale!
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com - Class 3 guns.

PRIVATE COLLECTION. FOR LIST (FREE).
PHONE 706-376-3082. FAX 760-376-1252. JAKE,
BOX 234, KERNVILLE, CA 93238.

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM PER-
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITANIUM
POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS, 100’s of chem-
icals, WATERPROOF FUSE, PAPER
TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES,
NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS,
VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS,
SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”
BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00: PYROTEK,
P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656.
(570)256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

CLASSIC . somidGes

“CLASSIC” Ivory like grips are made of a polyurethane that
is perfect for reproducing rare and beautiful grips from the
days of the old West. Many styles for Ruger, Colt, Uberti,
S&W & others. Screwsincluded. Dealer discounts. Will not chip
or shrink. Guaranteed to your satisfaction.

= Send $2.00 for 8 page list of over
450 reproduction U.S. and for-
eign grips & buttplates. Classic
Ivory-like & Stag-like grips.For
Ruger, Colt, Remington, S+W,
Uberti, etc. U.S. Servicemen's
% Salute commemorative ivory-
like grips laser & color engraved
for all military branches
252-237-2440

N.C. ORDNANCE
P.O. Box 3254 « Wilson, NC 27895

“CLASSIC" Ruger Vaquero
American Eagle in Ivory or
Black. $30 plus $3 P&H

Order Online www.gungrip.com

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

GERMAN U-BOATS! Live the history of this elite
force of WWII. Monthly magazine with stories and
history available nowhere else because it comes
directly from veteran’'s memories. Annual meetings
with former Skippers and crew plus veterans of
other services. Send SASE for free information.
SHARKHUNTERS, PO Box 1539-GM, Hernando,
FL 34442.

WOLF CROSSBREEDS Rare raven black. (Via-air
shipping available.) Youngwolf. 51 Andy, Canton,

C 28716. Private kennel (since 1978). 828-648-
7813. (www.youngwolf.com)

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES NATIONWIDE. Every
brand. Plus cigars, snuff, roll tobacco, etc. Shipped
to your door from Native Indian Territory. Pay no
state or federal taxes. Toll-free order line: 888-388-
1964. Send $4.00 for price list, order form, dealer
information package: TIC International, Box
218650-CA, Houston, Texas 77218. Order online:
CigarettesAmerica.com

www.gunbooksales.com

| Tell It Like It Used To Be... True life stories of
Carbine Williams (inventor of the M-1 Carbine)
and best friend, L.E. Lisk (inventor of Worlds
Fastest Firing Machine Gun-2700 RPM and
numerous other inventions). 200 Pages of historical
pictures, documents and stories about Carbine,
Junior Johnson, U.S. Senator and Governor Terry
Sanford, Bing Crosby, Sam Snead, Jimmy Stewart
and others. Running White Lightnin’, prison days
and counterfeiting! Send $24.95 to “Lisk”, 915
Onslow Dr., Greensboro, NC 27408.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

National Check Collection Services. We will col-
lect on all returned checks in the United States. We
have a program to fit any size or type of business.
100% of the face value of all collected checks

returned to you. To learn more or sign up today call |

(888) 734-1105 or visit www.nscheck.com

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small
business.  Grants/loans to  $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

GUN PARTS

Para-Ordnance Pro Shop

.340 Weatherb?/ Mark V Magnum, 25" barrel, 4-9
variable Leupold scope. Mint condition, 2 boxes
ammo. $900. 907-235-6186.
hillang@acsalaska.net. A. Hillas, Box 4054,
Homer, Alaska 99603.

GUNSMITHING

~ \ ENGRAVE

as a hobby or
business...
it’s never
been easier!
Request FREE information:
G@m-soo-m-%w
Source #53053

P.O. Box 1153 Fax: 620-343-9640
Emporia, KS 66801 GRS@GRStools.com

INSTRUCTION

I-Learn how to repair guns! _I
I Home study course. Work with P

handguns, rifles, and shotguns.
Send or call 24 hours a day.

j Free literature: 8002234542 ™
/’::::ssr — Phone i )
l City/State_

The School of Gunsmlthmg, Dept. GGA475 , PCDI
430 Technology Parkway, Norcross, Georgia 30002
BN N B S S S S S S

I-!II‘GPC
f‘:__.; Be A
Gun Repalrl

Professional

100% Guaranteed!
Fast and Easy

At Home Video | nstruction

|

|

Learn to repair and customize I
Pistals, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns. |
|

|

| |

For Free Information Call!

800-797-0867

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing Institute
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MISCELLANEOUS

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and
Investigation Equipment $2., IPEC Department
G701, P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

W. Hock Hochheim's Hand, Stick, Knife, Gun
Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT
MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; Books;
Manuals. www.HocksCQC.com. 706-866-2656.

Espionage Unlimited: Your one stop shop for sur-
veillance, privacy, new ID and identity, covert
weapons, investigations and more! www.espionage-
store.com 802-864-0951.

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com

BASICS OF COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING.
$12.50 money order payable to Theodore G.
Cannata, DeptGM, P.O. Box 5185, Old Bridge, NJ
08857.

FREE INFORMATION! How to payoff credit cards,
past due bills, mortgages using 0% financing! No
fees, no credit check, guaranteed results! Free
brochure. Financial—G, 535 Otterbein Ave.,
Barberton, OH 44203-1708.

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number; name optional. Catalog with or
without CD Rom supplement - Free. Seven Seas,
824 Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 45, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

OPTICS

RifleScopes.com

{9TL}-2L3-050M0 B-5 st

5. W.F.A., Inc.

et Jo Alip TONRA D

Thowsamds of deies ai

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands
and manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL
FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020.
Visit us on the web at www.usnightvision.com. US
Night Vision Comgany, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite
#103, Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626.
Fax 714-899-4485.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and ﬁatches. Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists. BPEC Department
%3%)0 BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California 92552-

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
including agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.
www.usgovernmentinformation.com).

recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)
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If You Haven't
Seen It latplv,
You Haven't
seen It.

GUNS Magazine has a new look.

Inside are new columns, new features, and a ABLE:
SINGLE-SHOT
new way to satisfy your passion for guns and 53”3"1 High I'ial!

Lone Star Roller
shooting sports news. =

RIMFIRE
Pick one up and you'll swear it even “I-!"t Wuulun't Die

feels different. It won't be easy to put lp-:u Fum. One
. : 1 "ful":umr,.
down either. You'll discover even more of the Taffn. Fu.u.:;

Williamrs

incredibly detailed images GUNS is known for,

plus the straight-shoot'n facts

= MORE Guns, And Gear...
Find It All Right HERE.

An arsenal of information
and shooting news is
packed inside each issue.
Here's a sample of the
regular columns:

* Handguns — Ayoob

* Handloader — Petty

* Rifleman — Anderson
 Shotgunner — Bodinson

* Campfire Tales — Taffin
PLUS...

* New Products

* Quartermaster
!« Classifieds

! And Much More!

and features shooters have

relied on since 1955.

ol (116 A Closer Look!
74 Salistaction Guaranieed

Try a subscription to

GUNS Magazine — only $19.95
g for 12 adventure-filled issues.

& If it's not everything you expect,
just say so and we’'ll refund the
= unused portion of your

w4 subscription — no questions

B asked!

N Order Now!
www.gunsmagazine.com

(888) 732-9116 ($34.95 outside U.S )
PO. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92186

L
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ANIEININTALES

= — BY JOHN TAFFIN
oments like this one can’t be planned. Late
S“RVIVALISTS spring, the three of us had been traveling
' together for about 800 miles, and we were
ascending the last mountain pass en route to
our final destination in Colorado. The old Bronco
/ purred like some proverbial cat as we climbed past the

\ 4

v 10,000-foot mark, heading toward 12,000. Willie

Nelson was plugged into the tape deck singing,

“ Precious Memories.” A truckload of guns and ammu-
nition, two great friends, and wonderful music... at just
about the time we hit the summit. Snow was still piled
on both sides of the road, and the green-and-white land-
scape stretched endlessly in every direction. | was

breathless — and almost speechless.

“Boys! It just doesn’t get any better than this!” | said.

As we traveled over the top of the pass and down the
far side, Willie Nelson began singing, “ Ain't it Funny
how Time Sips Away?" Time certainly does slip away,
but it ain’t al that funny!

When we were kids, the future seemed so far away, so
distant, so unreachable — and then suddenly, almost
without warning, it was here.

| spend as much time looking backward these days as|
do looking forward, and | think alot about what's really
important in life. I've narrowed it down to five things — the
only things that are really important, and certainly the only
things worth fighting for: Faith, Family, Friends, Firearms,
and what makes these four of these possible — Freedom.

| would guess that most of these things are also
extremely important to you. But how seriously have you
considered their true meaning? The next timeyou're a a
meeting — whether it's the gun club, a church group, or
any gathering of right-minded individuals — look around
the room and count the number of friends you have. Isthe
number remarkably high? If so, you' re probably mistaken.
What you have just counted are not friends, but rather
acquaintances. There is avast difference between the two.

For 29 years, | taught in the same building and saw
the same men everyday. We had some great times
together, but they never knew me, and | never knew
them. For an even longer period of time, 35 years, | have
attended the same church nearly every Sunday. | have
pleasant visits with several men every time — but again,

continued on page 77
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45 ACP To The Tenth Power...Plus One
Light Weight With a Compact Footprint
= |Taurus PT145 is the Smallest 10+ 1 round pistol available in the popular and
e " 8 | powerful .45 ACE Housed i the award winning Millennium design, PT145
N rwitable wirs | features the Taurus Security System ™ and our cxtreme reliability and
[ ™ s | aocuracy. This new offering is the perfect sire for law enforcement back up
and lawiul concealed carry, with a full 1841 at the ready. In fact, the Taurus FT145 may be
the last 45 ACP pistol you ever need 1o buy. Standard features include a manwal safery and
i highly visible laaded chamber indicator that can easily be feht as well in low light
 situations. And speaking of the dark, PT145 is also available with optional tritivin night
sights at a reasonable cost. The PT145 magazines come standard with a finger rest
extension far a geod solid hobd on this 25 ounce piece of ready refiability.
Stop by yeur dealer and see one for yourself today. You will want to take “ﬁ

home. Priced from $490 to $575 MSRE Locate your nearest Tawrus
retailer online with our dealer lookup system an www.UrUSHSaoom.

Oy e, e e
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w S wwwlaurususa.com

Temrs Socurily Mﬂmmwf i bstid et FREE Sk fir yuwer Teamertas, :
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50 AE Titanium Gald Finish

For hunting. seif-defense, competitive shooting, or just
sl Magnum plinking and blasting,. theres no other shooting experience
like the Desert Eagle Pistol. In .50 Magnum, it makes incredible
.44 Magnum noise, In new 440 CorBon Magnum, its the ultimate hunting
machine. In .44 or .357 Magnum, youll own the range.
They're all exciting guns with astonishing firepower. But
340 Cor=Bon manageable recoil lets you shoot all day.

Magnum The latest upgrade of the Desert Eagle Pistol, known as
the Mark XIX, offers true interchangeability. Buy one gun and
you can have another simply by switching components.

-50 Magnum see your dealer today for the Mark XIX Desert Eagle Pistol.

Magnum Research, Inc.
1-800-772-6168 763-574-1868
wwwW.magnumresearch.com
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