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and auto-shutoff.

Set Your Sights On The Latest Technology In Safety.

For the most advanced hearing
and eye protection, shooters

and hunters trust the leading name
in safety—AQSafety Peltor.
Nobody has a better aim on quality,
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Indoor/Outdoor Range
E-A-R° Plugs
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is comfortable all day.
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World....
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superior performance.
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The Missing .35

Dave Anderson’s article on 20th century
cartridges (“State Of The Cartridge” May
’01) was both interesting and informative. |
do have one criticism, however, regarding a
cartridge which | feel was unfairly neglected:
the .35 Remington. My own, informal,
survey of gun shops in Michigan, Georgia,
Kansas and North Carolina leads me to
believe that the .35 Rem. is by far the most
successful, in terms of sales, of al the com-
mercialy loaded .35 borerifle cartridges.

Thelittle .35 Rem. iseasily the oldest and
mildest of any of the currently produced .35
bores, if one considers a 200 gr. bullet at
2,100 fps “mild.” Also, the .35 Rem. remains
popular enough that ammo can be found at
any Kmart store in the country based almost
exclusively upon one rifle, the Marlin 336,
and one factory load, the 200 gr. JSP.

I'll admit that | sometimes get a little
giddy at the thought of what sorts of bullet
design, load development and increased com-
mercia success might result if the excellent
Marlin 336 were to bejoined by aRuger Mini
14 and a Remington Model 7 in this potent,
easy-shooting, under-appreciated caliber.

Dave Porter
Lincoln Park, Mich.

Building A Better Rifle

Massad Ayoob's article “Steyr Tactical
Rifle’” (March, '01) came as a major disap-
pointment and a minor shock: | had just pur-
chased that same rifle and had yet to take it
to the range. | had hoped to see Ayoob pro-
claim the Steyr as one of the miracles of the
21st century, a tribute to Austrian engi-
neering, a1/2 MOA rifle right out of the box.
Hisinability to shoot even MOA |eft me dis-
traught and confused. | own a Steyr Scout
which routinely shoots sub-MOA with both
handloads as well as Federa Match. How
could its brother be such adud, | wondered?

Last Saturday, | took my Tactical out to
therange for thefirst time, primarily to break
in the bore with non-match ammo. After
going through the break-in procedure and
zeroing the scope, | decided to shoot a three-
round group just to see what problems lie
ahead. With 168 gr. Remington Match, | put
three rounds into just 0.6". What a relief. It
was already performing better than | hoped.

Based upon my experiences with my
Scout and knowing the high quality of the
barrels and receivers made by Steyr, | feel
certain that either the rifle or scope used by
Ayoob had some glitch that accounted for
the inaccuracy he encountered. Perhaps
there was a problem with the scope mounts,
or the scope base was not flush. (I've had
that happen, with similar results.) Whatever
the cause, | am absolutely confident that this
rifle is easily sub-MOA out of the box —
and may very well be a sub-1/2 MOA gun
with alittle experimentation.

BlaineL. Fields
San Jose, Calif.

Pry My Joystick Qut Of My Cold,
Dead Hand

When discussing the political storm sur-
rounding the Remington and Colt computer
video games (“GUNS Insider” April '01) you
mentioned Quake, Unreal and a few other
“first person shooters.” | wanted to point out
that there are a growing number of games
referred to (generally) as “tactical smulation”
gamesthat are more “reality” -based, featuring
real-world weapons. One of the best of these
is Tom Clancy's Rainbow Sx series, including
the mogt recent installment, Covert Ops.

Every weapon simulated exists in reality

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to:
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108.

Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com
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— Beretta, HK and Desert Eagle pistols, HK
submachine guns (MP5, PDW etc.) the M4
carbine and M16A2, and various other
assault rifles, sniper rifles and shotguns.
These simulations portray realistic scenarios
including hostage rescue and counter-ter-
rorist, among others. Also, unlike the typical
“first person shooter,” these feature realistic
weapon-performance effects, emphasizing
the single well-placed shot, as well as an
emphasis on shooting from cover.

The fact that the anti-gun groups “over-
looked” this entire gaming genre makes it
obviouswhy they aretargeting the gameswhich
cary gun manufacturers names. For mysaf, |
plan on buying the Colt and Remington games
mentioned, Smply to show support.

Sean Sharp
maj_sharp@zdnetonebox.com

Howling Over Howling

The letter “Howling At The Moon” by
Fred Marcus (“Crossfire” April '01) reveals
his ignorance of the need to control coyotes
(and other predators). In Central and Eastern
Oregon, coyotes take 90 percent of the ante-
lope fawns. Last year, most of the mule deer
doe were without fawns, even those doe that
dropped their fawns for years within a few
yards of our house. Coyotes are the problem.

Since hunting bear and cougar with dogs
was forbidden, cougar have become very bold,
taking pets, cattle, horses and Ilamas in our
area. Bleeding hearts who argue that very few
people are killed by predators do not under-
stand that when settlers arrived in America,
any predator that killed a domestic animal was
athreat to human subsistance— and to human
existance — and was shot. This created a fear
of humans that was passed aong, reducing
attacks on humans until recently.

Bill Schneider
wschneider@bendnet.com

Howling Over Howling, Part 2

Most people that live outside of large cities
know how dangerous and costly predators can
be. My home sate has no limit on coyotes,
because even politicians redlize the problems
they can cause. They areone of thefew animds
that islega to hunt at night with a spotlight.

| raise purebred cattle; one calf killed by
predators can cost me $750 to $1,000. That
will pay for a lot of anmo. Marcus also
doesn't realize how much damage prairie

continued on page 14
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continued from page 10

dogs can do to pasture land. When they move

into an area, acres and acres of land are ren-

dered useless and hazardous for cattle and

horses. If he wants these animals in his back
yard, fine, but | don’t heed them in mine.

Richard Cornell

Ringwood, Okla.

| reaﬁ%t?fdla(rwggﬁsg(ngte )90% sarticle
“The Shooter's Blade” (“Handguns’ May,
'01) | am not a police officer, but | have quite
an extensve collection of rare, unique and
exotic switchblades. Oops — | used the “s’
word. Perhaps | should have used one of the
politically correct buzzwords, like “automatic
folder” or “side-opening button release.”

Although my collection has been admired
by a few police officer friends, some
overzealous cop with an “I can have it, you
can't” attitude could, technically, ruin my day.
It puzzles me that the legitimacy of aknifeis
determined by the method by which it opens.

Ayoob is correct: Life is not fair. 1 do
hope he keeps that in mind the next time a
fellow officer bemoans the fact that “us reg-
ular folks’ have too many free-
doms. Perhaps his article should
have been titled, “The Cops-Only Blade.”

I

MAUSER

The hew Mauser

M2 Compact
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The First Gun Question —

We’'re All Experts

any gun owners become de facto
M “gun experts’ when their friends,

neighbors, family members and
co-workers have questions about firearms
and persona defense. We all have found
guns that work for us at our level of experi-
ence. If we're not careful, however, people
new to the concept will simply model usand
buy what we use.

A cocked and locked .45 auto with a 3.5
Ib. trigger may be the ideal gun for an expe-
rienced shooter. Giving one to a new shooter
for use in times of stress, however, would be
like putting a new driver behind the wheel
of a car with sensitive rack-and-pinion
steering and a 140 mph top end. They prob-
ably aren’t ready for alot of power delivered
through sensitive controls. Those are things
that demand experience.

Thisis why experts, amost unanimously,
recommend the double action revolver asthe
beginner’s defensive handgun.

When danger is close and time is short,
most instructors feel they can ingtill basic

Short, Sweet
& Shrouded

Q short-barrel  revolver with a
shrouded hammer can be easily con-
ceded in the user’s hand, inside the
coat pocket. It'll fire all five shots through
the coat if need be, while the fabric would
probably foul an auto pistol after the first
shot. A conventional revolver's hammer
could also catch in the pocket lining and jam
either the spur asthe hammer comes back, or
the hammer face as it come forward.

A disproportionate number of femae
stalking victims are attacked while in bed,
when the intruder breaks in while they're
asleep. Someone in serious danger can sleep
with a shrouded .38 strapped to their ankle,
and access it more quickly under the bed-
clothes than from under a pillow or near the
bed. It can be fired right through the sheets
and blankets if necessary.

While light revolvers and powerful +P
.38 ammo have a nasty kick, with the right
gripsthey’re controllable enough for the few
shots the victim is likely to need. If you're
concerned about recoil, a six-shot Jframe
.32 Mag. would be a good chaice.
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BY MASSAD AYOOB

i il

Nearly all tactical experts agree — the revolver is the best choice for gun novices who

need an immediate means of self protection.

competence with maximum “accident resis-
tance” into a new shooter using a revolver
rather than an auto pistol. The revolver is
much easier to manipulate in “administrative
handling” — the routine loading, unloading,

checking and cleaning of the handgun.
Particularly for smaller, weaker, more debil-
itated, or smply less-experienced people,
operating an auto pistol’s dide against heavy
spring pressure can be difficult.

Perhaps the best of
these guns is Smith &
Wesson's  long-estab-
lished Centennial series.
Taurus has a similar product in
their CIA gun. The letters stand
for Carry It Anywhere. It's avail-
able in standard weight, light-
weight, and ultra-lite configurations.

Short-barreled revolvers are great for self-defense, but an exposed
hammer can snag on concealing clothing if fired from inside a

purse or pocket.

THE PRICE OF HELPLESSNESS

f people aren’t absolutely comfortable with their defense guns (in terms of safety, confi-
I dence and related factors) they won't have those guns accessible when they need them.

Even veteran police have discovered this the hard way.

You don’t wait for afire to buy afire extinguisher. Remind the people who look to you as
an expert that having a gun where they can safely but quickly accessit, and knowing how to
use it beforehand, is like insurance policy. After the fact, it's too late to get it. If they never
need it, they win by default. But if they ever do need it, they’ll be damn glad they had the
foresight to acquire it.
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A Handloader Learns To
Love The .45 Auto Rim

ack in the '50s, many of us learned
Bto enjoy shooting .45 caliber

revolvers. These guns, from the
then-modern Model 1955 to the old
standby Model 1917, taught us two things.
First, that the .45 ACP cartridge could per-
form well in a sixgun, and second, that we
hated |oading those auto cartridges into
half-moon clips.

That dislike for revolver clips was
pretty universal, which is why the Peters
Cartridge Co. (now Remington) intro-
duced the .45 Automatic Rimmed. The

HANDLOADING
THE AUTO RIM

he .45 Auto Rimisjust as easy to load
as the .45 ACP with only one small

caveat: If you don't get a crimp that
reduces the case mouth diameter to the same
as factory ammo, you may find that the car-
tridges don’t want to chamber fully. Make a
dummy round first to check chambering
before you start loading a bunch of ammo.
We've found that a taper crimp works really
well since most of the bullets we use don’t
have crimp grooves anyhow.
Over the years, our customary load has
been 3.7 grs. of Bullseye with either 180,
185 or 200 gr. LSWC bullets, which is the

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

most remarkable feature of the cartridge
was the very thick rim, which was required
to fill the larger space between cylinder
and breech face. Thisis much larger in .45
ACP revolvers than in normal rimmed car-
tridges, because of the relationship of the
rim to the clip.

Back in those days, you could only get
brass by shooting factory ammo. Today,
you can't get factory ammo, but brass is
plentiful. It is made by Remington and
available from companies, such as
Midway USA, that sell bulk brass. So the

same used in .45 ACP target loads. But with
all the new powders available these days, it
seemed reasonable to try some of them.

So over the last few months we've been
loading and chronographing loads with a
variety of powders, even adding a 230 gr.
round nose lead in order to duplicate ball
ammunition. This is especialy important for
those who want to shoot those wonderful old
1917 Models from Colt and Smith & Wesson.
Their fixed sights are regulated for 230 gr. ball
ammunition at 825 fps, so while the newer
guns have adjustable sights and pose no prob-
lems, the older guns are likely to be ammo-
senditive to get them to hit at point-of-aim.

Experience with .45 target |oads teaches
that best accuracy is usualy achieved at
velocities of 700 to 800 fps. With that in

BY CHARLES E. PETTY

.45 Auto Rim is almost exclusively the
handloader’s province.

Half a century ago, there was but one
factory load: a 230 gr. Lead Round Nose at
a velocity of about 800 fps. (For a short
time, there was also a load using a 230 gr.
FMJ at about the same speed.)

The Auto Rim can be loaded using stan-
dard .45 ACPdies, although you will need a
different shell holder. Any bullet that can be
used in the .45 ACP can be used in the Auto
Rim, but there really is no need to use jack-
eted bullets here. There aren't very many
people who carry .45 revolvers for defense
these days, but if someone does, they can
surely handload .45 Auto Rim ammo to
their heart’s delight for practice purposes,
then load afew clips of .45 ACP ammo for
defensive purposes.

mind, we've run through trials of several
different powders and found, once more,
that the old ways are better. This series
showed that Bullseye and Winchester 231
still work quite nicely.

Using Oregon Trail’s 180 gr. LSWC, and
the Bull-X 200 gr. LSWC and 230 gr. RNL,
loads were worked up to the desirable veloc-
ities and then informally tested for accuracy.
The tests are “informal” because we didn’t
sit down and measure each and every group,
but rather formed very distinct impressions
just by looking through the scope.

In the velocity ranges specified, nothing
shot really poorly, but a load of 3.7 grs. of
Bullseye with the 200 gr. LSWC was
capable of ragged hole accuracy. Velocity
was only 635 fps, but so what? All we want
is plinking ammo and it makes absolutely no
difference how long it takes to get there.

With the 230 gr. bullet, things changed a
little bit. It took 5.5 grs. of WW 231 to get 835
fps and effectively duplicate ball anmo, but a
load of 5.0 grs. of WW 231 (762 fps) gave
much better accuracy. With the 230 gr. bullet,
a charge of 5.0 grs. of Bullseye gave 790 fps
and equally good accuracy. Don't place too
much emphasis on a difference of 45 fps.
Neither you nor the target is likely to tell the
difference. And they are till fun to shoot.

The .45 Auto Rim (left) is as easy to load
as the .45 ACP (right), but case mouth
diameter must be reduced to the size of
factory ammo or the cartridge may not
chamber fully.
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By John Taffin

Cystom Loading

45Co

From mild blackpowder loads to high-velocity numbers

rivaling the .454, this good old “cowboy cartridge” proves to
be one of the most versatile revolver loads around.

ven though the .45 Colt cartridge will cele-
brate its 125th anniversary very shortly, it
is still our most versatile sixgun cartridge.
There are few sixgun cartridges that can
best it in any one category, and certainly none can do so

as an all-around sixgun cartridge. It simply does it all.

Many of the detractors of the .45 Colt come up with the
same old tired reasoning that it is a weak cartridge case,
whatever that means. They would almost have us believe
that cartridge manufacturers somehow have a section in
their plant where they deliberately manufacture weak brass
and the .45 Caolt is the number one product.

Yes, the old balloon-head or folded-head .45 Colt brass
originally loaded with blackpowder is weak compared to
today’s solid head brassfound in the .44 Mag. case. Anyone
using this argument, however, is at least 50 years behind
times as solid head .45 Colt brass has been the norm since
1952. Dick Casull did all of his experimenting that led to

Above: Rule of thumb for .45 Colt handloads: six-shot
cylinder, left, light, cowboy-style loads — five-shot cylin-
der, heavy, big-game style loads. Of course, the Ruger
won’t be damaged if you confuse the two... Below: Some
of the many bullet choices which make the .45 Colt so ver-
satile are, from left, the Keith-style Lyman 260 gr., NEI 310
gr. and 325 gr.; the gas check Lyman 300 gr. and 325 gr., and
RCBS 300 gr.; and the LBT 350 gr. LFN.

GUNS MAGAZINE
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Maodern guns, like the Ruger
Blackhawk, can handle heavy .45
Colt loads, dispelling the myth that
the cartridge is incapable of han-
dling heavy handloads with powders
like Hercules 2400.
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the .454 by using so-called “weak” .45 Colt brass. Those
experiments began in the 1950s and should have settled the
weak argument right then and there.

Perhaps .45 Colt brass has been regarded asweak simply
because of the early sixguns in which it was chambered.
Frontier revolvers chambered in .45 Colt have amost paper-
thin cylinder walls and should be treated accordingly.

From 1873, when the Colt Single Action Army debuted,
it would be almost 100 years before we had a factory-pro-
duced .45 Colt revolver that was capable of even beginning
to tap into the versatility of the 45 Colt. That sixgun, of
course, was the Ruger Old Model Blackhawk chambered in
.45 Colt, which arrived on the scene in 1971.

For severa decades, |oading manuals have had two sec-
tions for the .45 Colt — one for the Colt Single Action and
the other for the Ruger Blackhawk. This barely begins to
touch the range of possibilities with the .45 Colt; however.
There are at least six levels (with some overlapping) to be
considered when attempting to create .45 loads. This means
that loading this most versatile cartridge must not be
approached light-heartedly. Knowledge of the capabilities
of the sixgun being used is imperative as using the wrong
load for the wrong sixgun can result in disaster.

Blackpowder Loads

Most of the .45 Colt revolvers manufactured in the 19th
century were blackpowder sixguns. Colt changed from the
screw holding in the cylinder pin to the spring-loaded latch
system at serial #165,000 and many also take this as the
change from blackpowder to smokeless in 1896.

However, Colt stated that they did not guarantee Single
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Actions under serial #180,000 for smokeless use. Thisgetsus
to 1899. To be safe, do not use any Colt Single Action under
serial #192,000 (beginning in 1900) with smokeless powder.

Vintage Colt revolvers can still provide a great deal of
shooting enjoyment. The original blackpowder loading
was 40.0 grs. of FFg blackpowder under a 255 gr. bullet.
Now there are many grades of blackpowder and we cer-
tainly have better primers now, but using old balloon head
style brass and 40.0 grs. of Goex brand FFg, with a 255 gr.
bullet in a 7%" .45 Single Action results in a muzzle
velocity of 1,050 fps. That is definitely aload to be reck-
oned with and also explains why they were able to kill
such large animals as grizzly bears and buffalo with a
sixgun even back then. This load was quickly dropped to
35.0 grs. for civilian use (875 fps) and 30.0 grs. for mili-
tary use (800 fps).

Early Smokeless Loads

Even though these sixguns were and are designed to
be used with smokeless powders, their cylinder walls are
very thin by modern gun standards and should be loaded
cautiously. For these sixguns we stay at 900 fps to 1,050
fps with 250 gr. to 260 gr. bullets. Favored loads with a
Keith bullet from a 7%" sixgun include 9.0 grs. of Unique
for 1,000 fps; 10.0 grs. Unique for 1,090 fps; 20.0 grs. of
H4227 for 1,085 fps (a great load); and16.0 grs. of HS-7
for 1,065 fps. Any of these loads with their game getting
Keith bullets are certainly adequate for deer and black
bear sized critters at reasonable ranges.

continued on page 22
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Cowhoy Shooting Loads

Vintage (replica and authentic) sixguns
are also the ones most used in cowboy
shooting activities. For these, we prefer a
redlistic blackpowder-style load and by the
rules of cowboy shooting, we must stay
under 1,000 fps. To keep within these
parameters, we work up loads using a com-
mercia cast 250 gr. RNFP from Bull-X or
Oregon Trail running from 800 to 900 fps. A
loading of 7.0 grs. of WW231 yields 800
fps; 6.0 grs. of TiteGroup yields 810 fps; 6.0
grs. of Red Dot runs at 835 fps; 6.0 grs. of
N-100 runs at 870 fps, and 8.0 grs. of
Unique yields 900 fps.

Transition Loads

New Frontier and S& W sixguns from the
first half of the 20th century are only dlightly
stronger than the Colt Single Action, with
the New Frontier being nothing more than
the Single Action Army with a heavy top
strap and adjustable sights. The New
Frontier is also one of the most beautiful of
all the single action models to surface in the
last 125 years.

Smith & Wesson's Model 25-5 and var-
ious 625 Models chambered for the .45 Colt
areregarded as being quite a bit stronger that
the Colt Single Action Army by some who
even see it nipping at the heels of the Ruger
Blackhawk. We tend to be a bit more cau-
tious and place it somewhere in between the
Colt Single Action Army and New Frontier,
avery narrow range. Perhaps we are overly
careful, but we will never get into trouble
nor lose a grand and valuable sixgun by
having this attitude.

For these sixguns we start at 1,050 fps
and approach 1,200 fps. A load using 18.5
grs. of #2400 with a 250 gr. to 260 gr. Keith
bullet isused alot, also 23.0 grs. of WW296
with the same bullet for right at 1,200 fps.

We even use JHP bullets with these .45
Colt sixguns. Sierra’'s 240 gr. JHC,
Hornady’s 250 gr. XTP and Speer’s 260 gr.
JHP al yield 1,075 to 1,100 fps with 23.0
grs. of H110. For hunting, these loads will
easily handle deer and black bears.

Modern .45 Loads

Ruger opened a whole new vista of six-
gunning experience with the .45 Colt with
the introduction of the Old Model
Blackhawk in 1971. For the first time since
the introduction of the .45 Colt in 1873, we
finally had a sixgun that could even begin to
tap into the real possibilities of the .45 Colt
cartridge. Several .45 Colt sixguns have
arrived since the advent of the Blackhawk
with sufficient strength to handle these
loads, namely the Dan Wesson Model 45,
the Ruger Bisley, the Colt Anaconda and the
Ruger Redhawk in .45 Colt.

These sixguns, with their appropriate
loads, are capable of taking any American
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big game, except the big bears. For the bears
they may be capable yes, but we doubt that
it would be a very wise thing to attempt.

With these sixguns, our most used load is
a 300 gr. bullet over 21.5 grs. of H110 or
WW296. The bullet is usually BRP's 305 gr.
FPGC for around 1,200 fps. Going up to 23
grs. of powder will get the muzzle velocity
in a 74" sixgun right at 1,300 fps. This is
certainly well above the factory 240 gr. .44
Mag. in actual killing power on big game.

Two other heavyweight bullets that we
particularly like for these sixguns are NEI'S
310 gr. and 325 gr. Keith bullets. The former
is#310.451 and the latter is #325.454. These
are both plain-based bullets of a true Keith
design with wide driving bands and a deep
grease groove. With the same powder charges
of WW296 and H110 as for BRP's 305 gr.
GC, muzzle velocities are about the same.

The strength of these sixguns also
allows us to experiment with the 250 gr. to
260 gr. Keith bullets at muzzle velocities
far above what we would try to attain with
sixguns on the Colt SAA pattern. With
Lyman’s #454424 Keith bullet we work up
from the standard 18.5 grs. of #2400
loading to 20.0 grs. which yields 1,240 fps;
21.0 grs,, yielding 1,265 fps; and 22.0 grs.,
yielding 1,330 fps.

Switching to H4227, 24.0 grs. gives 1,250
fps and 25.0 yields 1,300 fps. These are very
potent .45 Colt loads and we cannot empha-
Size enough that these loads must never be

used in any Colt Single Action or replica.

The LBT line of bullets is probably the
most popular these days with handgun
hunters who use the .45 Colt. The LFN
(Long Flat Nose) and WFN (Wide Flat
Nose) from LBT feature bullets that have a
wide meplat, much of the weight in the nose,
and increased powder capacity compared to
the Keith-style of bullet.

Cast Performance Bullet Co. is now
offering a complete line of LBT hard cast
bullets including those for the .45 Calt.
These are game-getting bullets pure and
simple. In Ruger’s .45 Redhawk, the 335 gr.
GC over 21.0 grs. of WW296 clocks out at
nearly 1,300 fpswhile the 360 gr. bullet over
19.5 grs. approaches 1,200 fps.

Custom .45 Loads

For many years, gunsmiths such as
Hamilton Bowen, David Clements, John
Linebaugh, Gary Reeder and Jm Stroh have
been building custom five-shot .45 Colts on
Ruger Blackhawk or Bidey platforms. For
these super-strong .45 Colt sixguns, over-sized
cylinders are used that completely fill the
frame window top to bottom and front to back.

Cylinders are normally line-bored to
match the lineup of cylinder chamber to
barrel as perfectly as possible. Actions are
tightened up, blocks are even placed in the
interior to prevent the bolt from moving
under recoil — in short everything isdoneto
make these guns as tight and strong as pos-

sible and keep tolerances to minimum.

What then can we expect performance-
wise from these sixguns? Now we are
talking 260 gr. bullets at 1,500 to 1,600
fps, and 300 gr. at 1,500 to 1,600 fps —
from a “weak” .45 Colt case! With these
sixguns, the 260 gr. Keith bullet over 32.0
grs. of WW296 is good for 1,575 fps; the
SSK 270 gr. FN does 1,690 fps, and the
310 gr. Keith with 29.0 grs. is good for
1,475 fps. Recoil is stout, pressures are
right up there, and you can hunt anything
that walks with these perhaps short of
Africa’s Big Four.

There are some that will read this and
feel they could go farther with someloadsin
some categories. Perhaps. But we would
rather err on the side of safety. We have
never blown a sixgun except under con-
trolled tests performed deliberately to see
exactly what that sixgun was capable of
holding. This was done with the sixgun
placed in a container not hand held. We do
not want it to ever happen any other way!

Always begin by reducing powder
charges by 10 percent and working up to the
recommended |oads with caution, discontin-
uing use of any load that shows signs of
excessive pressure, and never use a load in
an older gun than it was designed for. Stick
to these simple, common-sense guidelines,
and we're sure you' Il find the “old” .45 Colt
to be one of the most versatile, practical

loads around.
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| HE Walther
PPK/S BB Pistol

By J.l.Galan

With a 15-round magazine and a working
slide mechanism, this look-alike airqgun
1s an enjoyable backyard plinker.

ULy 2001

alther's PPK is undeniably one
of the world’'s most recogniz-
able handguns. Made famous by
novelist lan Fleming’'s immortal
secret agent, James Bond, the handy PPK has become a
tremendously popular sidearm with plain-clothes law-
enforcement personnel and VIP-protection specialists, as
well as with law-abiding civilians wanting a compact

semi-auto for lawful concealed

carry and home defense.

Since its appearance in 1931, the Walther PPK has been
produced in such mundane calibers as .32 ACP, .380, .22
LR, and evenin .25 ACP, with the .380 being by far the most
commonly encountered version on our side of the Atlantic.

In recent years, Walther was bought by another
German company called Umarex. Umarex has been a
major producer of CO,-powered pellet pistols that are
almost exact replicas of world-renowned handguns,
including Walther’s own P-88, SIG Sauer P-225, Beretta
92FS, Colt 1911 Gov’'t. Model, and Smith & Wesson
586/686 revolvers.

With that impressive track record, it was only a
matter of time before Umarex decided to produce a CO,-
powered copy of the always-popular PPK/S. In 1999
they did just that.

Just Like The Real Thing

An interesting twist to all of this is the fact that the
Umarex-produced PPK/S fires regular steel BBs instead of
lead airgun pellets, and is a true semi-auto, incorporating a
reciprocating slide, just like its gunpowder-driven cousins.
Unlike the cartridge-firing PPK/S, however, this out-
standing BB shooter does not have a double-action-on-first-
shot capability, having instead a single-action-only
mechanism. This meansthat the exposed ring hammer of the
BB-firing clone must be cocked first in order to shoot. This
is, however, a minor divergence from the traditional DA
operation of the PPK/S.

Another difference is the absence of a hammer-
drop safety mechanism. Although the
decocking/safety lever appears to be in its proper
place on the left rear part of the slide in the BB ver-

sion, it is only adummy non-moving protrusion that's
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SPEC SHEET
WALTHER PPK/S BB PISTOL
Caliber: .177 (4.5 mm) steel BB only
Mechanism:  SA semi-auto
Power Source:  12-gram CO, cartridge
Magazine Capacity: 15 BBs
Length Overall: 64"
Barrel: 3", smoothbore brass
Weight: 23 ozs.
Sights:  Fixed
Trigger Safety:  Manual, sliding catch
Manufacturer:  Walther/Umarex, Germany

Importer:  Walther USA, Springfield, Mass.

Opposite: For plinking fun or realistic training at home, the
BB Walther PPK/S has no peers. Above: Power for the
Walther PPK/S BB comes from a disposable 12.5 gram CO,
cartridge housed in the grip. Right: The reciprocating slide
of the BB PPK/S remains open after the last BB in the mag-
azine is fired.

asolid part of the cast zinc aloy slide.

The real manual safety is a small sliding catch on the
right side of the frame, directly behind the trigger and oper-
ated easily — after a bit of practice — by the trigger finger
of aright-handed shooter. This decidedly different manual
safety (for a PPK) actually disengages the trigger instead of
blocking it, asin so many air and CO, pistols.

Putting It All Together

At 6.3" long and 5.5" high, the BB-spitting PPK/S is
definitely a tad bigger than the original. The height dif-
ference cannot be avoided, given the fact that the 12-
gram CO, cartridge is housed in the grip, and its piercing
mechanism —including the beefy thumb-screw — adds
a bit to the length of the grip. Checkered black plastic
grip panels, complete with the Walther logo, are supplied
with the BB PPK/S as well.

“THE BB PPK/S IS ONE OF THE GREATEST BACKYARD

The frame is also constructed of cast zinc aloy, with a
matte black finish. In the weight department, this BB pistol
is also extremely redlistic. The gun tipped the scales at 25
ozs. with a magazine full of BBs, plus the CO, cartridge in
place. Thisis the same weight as an original German-made
PPK/S — empty.

continued on page 26

PLINKERS TO APPEAR IN RECENT TIMES. THE ENTIRE 15-BB

MAGAZINE CAN BE EMPTIED

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

IN ABOUT THREE SECONDS FLAT.”
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Walther P99

22LR CONVERS OI}L%

oot More For Less Money - They Pay For ThemselvesA

45ACPto,
/ "Ciener" 22'-
Unit on exeg\tted Case
Series 80 Colt

Conversions avai efo 5’\99 \  Order Direct:
1911A 1(state model, 450n|y)...4 - heCk Money Order, or C.0.D. ($5.00 addnl).
Platinum Cup 19 \@\%dudemOOOper unit S&H. FL res. add 6% Sales Tax.
Para-Or =) L FFL Dealer prices upon request.

Berett: . - $21900 JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, Inc.
3{:3 : 9.00 700 Commerce S, Dept, GM, Cape Caraverd, FL 30920
Ty : ! (321) 868-2200, FAX 2201
16 (w/30rt mag)... X . Send $3.00 for Conversion Info, $5.00 for Full Line Cataog

Mini-14 (wr1ord meg)(181up, 188+$10).. (SpareMag. $25)....$129.00 Prices subject to change - 25% cancellation charge
AC556 (w/30rd mag) (SpareMag. $59)....$169.00 http://Awww. 22l rconversions.com
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continued from page 25

Of course, this thoroughly nifty BB spitter
does not have the customary chamber-loaded
indicator found in the cartridge-firing PPK/S,
either, but that’saso an insignificant difference.

The Poor Man’s James Bond

The BB PPK/S is one of the greatest
backyard plinkers to appear in recent times.
The entire 15-BB magazine can be emptied
in about three seconds flat, in rapid fire. The
highly realistic recoil generated by the recip-
rocating slide makes this pistol not only
great fun to shoot, but eminently practical as
well in the role of a serious firearm trainer.
Incidentally, this pistol fieldstrips exactly
like its centerfire counterpart, enhancing
even further its value as a training tool.

Extensive testing reveaed that the BB-
firing Walther PPK/S could generate a
muzzle velocity in the range of 250 to 260
fps. While not exactly a hair-raising blaster,
that level of power is entirely acceptable for
relaxed plinking in a lot of places, even in
areas where the use of a more potent airgun
might be objectionable. Just remember that
the shooter, as well as persons nearby,
should wear eye protection against rico-
cheting BBs.

Featuring the same basic fixed sights as
the centerfire PPK/S, the BB version pro-
duced groups averaging 2" to 3" at 15 feet.
Again, that kind of accuracy is quite ade-
quate for plinking applications and, com-
bined with this pistol’s quick semi-auto
firing capability plus peppy recoil action,
puts the fun factor way, way up there.

Incidentally, this pistol isareal miser asfar
as CO, consumption goes. The gun fired about
90 shots per CO, cartridge, which is quite
amazing, especidly given that some CO, is
utilized in cycling the dide with every shot.

Another important reason why this BB
semi-auto is destined to become a gigantic
seller — even among die-hard firearm pis-
toleros — is its stunningly affordable retail
price of around $70. Spare BB magazines
are availablein packs of three for about $10.
We would strongly recommend buying sev-
eral extra mags, because once you get your
hands on this awesome BB-spitting replica
of the Walther PPK/S, you'll be totally
hooked — and while you're at it, lay in a
good supply of CO, cartridges

and BBs as well.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Golden Toller Guns
RR 1, Box 217
Cherryfield, ME 04622
(207) 546-7421
www.goldentollerairguns.com
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A Shooter’s Most
Valuable Resource

f you really want to become a good shot,
I the first step is setting a goal and com-

mitting to it. The second is alocating
resources. The most valuable and scarce of
these resources is time. All of us have the
same number of hours in a week, and the
unending challenge is to spend those hours
in ways that produce results.

People learn at different rates, but for
most people, training is most effective when
done on a regular basis. Lengthy training
sessions at erratic intervals generally have
little effect. Quality practice sessions of even
15 minutes every day are more productive
than three-hour sessions once a week.

That sounds nice, but, realisticaly, few
people are going to drive an hour every day
to arifle range in order to shoot for 15 min-

ACCURACY —
The Weakest Link

ccuracy is a chain with a number of
A links — the rifle itsalf, the sighting

equipment, the ammunition and the
shooter. The weakest link in the chain is the
shooter, yet thisis the link that receives the
least attention. Perhaps that's a reflection on
our culture. We fedl that if we want some-
thing, technology should supply it, easily,
painlessly and for a reasonable price.

Let's not kid ourselves that technology
isn't important. Our equipment today is not
just more accurate than ever, it ismore consis-
tently accurate. A modern

BY DAVE ANDERSON

Give Your Scope A SHAKE

hen you buy a scope for your air
rifle, make sure it is specificaly
intended for that purpose, with

parallax adjusted to short range and
designed to handle the double recoil (from
forward movement of the spring piston) that
can shake regular scopes apart.

utes. The answer is an air rifle. A typical
barrel-cocking, single-shot, spring-piston,
air rifle of good quality is durable and amaz-
ingly accurate.

Avoid the temptation of believing that
bigger and faster means better. A high-
velocity air rifleis preferable for small game
hunting or pest control, but it is aso louder,
heavier, more expensive and tougher on
scopes. A .177 caliber with a muzzle
velocity of 600 fps or so is perfectly ade-

weakest link, the shooter, hasn't improved
much. Infact, it may not haveimproved at all.
There are no shortcuts and no tricks to
becoming a good shot. The shooter has to
train mind and body to accomplish skillsthat
do not come naturally — to keep the body
still, to hold the rifle consistently from shot
to shot, to coordinate mind and body so asto
release the shot without imparting move-
ment to the gun. No money can buy those
skills. No one can acquire them for you.
The good news is you can do it if you
choose. In many activities, genetics are the
limiting factor — size, speed, strength, coor-
dination. To a considerable extent, those
limitations do not apply to shooting.
Physical tools are less important than mental

Similarly, buy good quality pellets. Top-
line match pellets aren't essential, but
avoid the low-priced, no-name pellets that
often produce disappointing accuracy.
Experiment with different brands and
types. For some reason, air rifles are highly
ammunition-sensitive.

quate.

While al the rules of firearm safety
apply to air rifles, range requirements are
much simpler. All that is required is a dis-
tance of 10 yards or so that is secure from
people getting in the line of fire, a safe back-
stop, and eye protection for the shooter and
spectators. The modest cost of pellets, along
with the lack of noise and recoil, permits
longer and more productive practice ses-
sions.

tools —determination, commitment, disci-
pline and self-control.

Legendary shooting coach Bill Pullum,
describing the attributes of a champion,
wrote, “There is no question that the
Olympic [shooting] champion is excep-
tional. But natural physical abilities have not
made him so. What makes him exceptional
is the quaity of his mind, his ability to
engage his consciousness fully and exclu-
sively in the act of shooting ... There is no
reason to believe he was born with this
mental ability. He developed it through
training.” (Successful Shooting, by Bill

Pullum and Frank Hanenkrat, NRA
™

Books, 1981).

stainless steel rifle with
synthetic stock and pre-
mium scope can be drug
through a downpour and
maintain accuracy and
point-of-impact. Under

the same circumstances,
Grandpa's rifle would
rust, the stock would
swell, the scope would
fog and point-of-impact
would shift to North
Dakota.

Is our equipment
better than Grandpa's?
You bet it is. Are we
better shooters than
Grandpa? Not likely. The
other links in the chain
have gotten stronger over
the vyears, but the

L Camr
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The Daly
DDA 10~

This off-the-beaten-path .40 pistol from a company best
known for its shotguns may, in fact, be one of the best
bargains you'll ever find in a defensive handgun.

By J.B. Wood

hen choosing a pistol for serious personal protec-
Wtion, we have aways preferred those chambered

in 9mm over .40 S&W. That rule has changed,
however, with the introduction of the Daly DDA 10-40 — a
model designation which reveals this gun’s combination of
medium caliber and a 10-round magazine capacity.

The name Charles Daly, which is now owned by KBI of
Harrisburg, Penn., is most frequently associated with high-
quality shotguns, which they’ve been providing since the
last part of the 19th century. Daly also offers aline of rifles,
and some excellent pistols made for them by Bul, Ltd., of
Tel Aviv, Israel. The DDA 10-40 is the latest in the Daly
handgun line, and the compact version seemed a logical
choice for evaluation.

Light, Slim And Tough

The DDA 10-40 has a tough polymer frame that keeps
the weight down to 26 ozs. Along with the other advantages
of polymer, thereisafreedom of design that has allowed the
manufacturers of the 10-40 to give this gun an outstanding
ergonomic feel in the hand. An optional magazine floorplate
extension will accommodate even the largest hand.

A classic Browning-style, falling-barrel locking system
is used, with two separate locking lugs in addition to the
chamber abutment. Barrel movement is controlled by an
oblong enclosed track in the underlug of the barrel. The gun
has a full-length guide rod with two concentric recoil
springs.

A pair of sub-frame units, front and rear, extend upward to
form the diderails. An automatic firing pin-block safety in the
dideis cleared in the last fraction of the trigger movement.

continued on page 28

Top to bottom: Outstanding ergonomic design contributed
to the surprising accuracy of the DDA 10-40, a compact
self-defense .40 with fixed, tactical sights. The DDA 10-40
has low-profile, fixed rear sights to prevent snagging on your
vest or jacket.

=2 JULY 2001

The internal lock work and external controls follow the
pattern of the reliable CZ-75. The manual safety directly
blocks the sear, and it can be applied with the hammer in
any position. The magazine release button is located at the
left rear of the trigger guard.

The trigger shape is perfect, and it has no annoying
vertical grooves. The double-action pull is smooth and

GUNS MAGAZINE



DA DDA 10-40

continued from page 28

easy; single-action pull has minimal take-
up and over-travel, and breaks at just a
fraction over 4 Ibs.

The sghts are non-adjustable, but, after all,
this is not a target pistol. The contoured rear
sight will not snag, and it has a white dot on
each sde of its square notch. Thereis alarger
white dot on the rear face of the front sight.

The magazines are particularly well made,
and finished in bright chrome. Aside from pre-
venting rust, thiswill also make them easy to
find and recover, evenin low light.

ACCURACY TESTING
Charles Daly DDA 10-40

Load Accuracy
Remington 180 gr. JHP . . . ... .. 1.375"
Hansen 180 gr. JHP ........... 1.50"
Winchester 180 gr. JHP ........ 1.75"
Norma155¢gr. JHP ........... 1.875"
3D155gr.JHP .............. 2.25"
Cor-Bon 135¢gr. +PJHP .. ... .. 2.625"
3D180gr.SWC ............. 2.75"

SPEC SHEET

Charles Daly DDA 10-40

Caliber: .40 S&W
Magazine Capacity: ............ 10+1
Weight: ..................... 26 0zs.
Length: ...................... 7.50"
Height: ...................... 4.80"
Width: . ... ... .. 1.33"
Barrel Length: ................ 3.85"
Sight Radius: ................. 5.70"
Suggested Retail: .............. $499

Performance Factors

At the range, the DDA10-40 was fired off
the bench at 25 yards. We tried seven different
loads, dl of which stayed in the black of astan-
dard pistol target. There were no mafunctions.

The smallest group, centered in the 10
ring, was fired with Remington 180 gr. JHP
ammo. It measured just 1.375”. The largest
group, with the 3D SWC load, measured
only 2.75". For a .40 S&W compact pistol,
thisis certainly outstanding accuracy.

Recoil was quite mild due, at least in
part, to the gun’'s excellent ergonomic
design. The grip is just supremely comfort-
able. Daly aso offers the DDA in a 10-45
version, a .45 ACP pistol, in both compact
and full-sized models. We' d expect that gun

to be just as pleasant to shoot

and accurate as this one.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Charles Daly
(717) 540-8518
www.charlesdaly.com
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Make The Gun Fit You
(Not The Other Way Around)

nsidering that the eye is the rear

sight of a shotgun and that shotgun-

ners come in a variety of shapes and

use shotguns for many different sports, it's

somewhat amazing how well the average

American shooter performs with a standard

factory stock. The fact is, most of us accom-

modate ourselves to the stock rather than
changing the stock to accommodate us.

Of course, if you have the money and
time, a well-fitted stock can be obtained
rather readily these days. If you shoot abrand
that comes supplied with stock shims or
enjoy adding or removing wood, moleskin,
recoil pads, and ventilated ribs, you can
easily experiment with cast and drop to fine
tune the gun to your style of shooting. And
you should — even adlight .125" variation in
comb height can trandateinto a1' shift in the
center of your patterns at 40 yards.

For shooters looking for that custom fit,
2001 has marked the appearance of more
stock shotguns that provide some means for
adjusting drop and cast. Winchester’'s new
Super X2 sporting clays model is supplied
with a set of stock shimsthat fit between the
end of the receiver and the grip of the stock
to change drop and cast.

Similarly, Mossberg has released their
own version of a stock drop spacer system
that uses shimsto raise or lower the vertical
angle of the 835 Ulti-Mag and Model 500
stocks up to 0.5". If you already shoot these
models, do obtain the new shim kits from
the manufacturers' parts department.

Since lengthening a shotgun stock has the
effect of lowering the comb ling, this is
another adjustment with which shooters can
experiment. Pachmayr now offers “pre-fit”
Decelerator recoil pads that are designed to
fit within .050" on standard factory stocks
that include the Mossberg 835 and 500;
Remington 1100, 11-87 and 870; Ruger Red
Label; and Winchester 1300 models.
Pachmayr a so offers spacers and a“ dlip-on”

BY HOLT BODINSON

recoil pad in three sizes that permits the
shooter to accomplish the same end some-
what more economically and lessintrusively.

Theaddition of araisedribto aplain barrel
can be of immense help to many shooters, and
not just target shooters. One of the greatest
sources of missing game is our natura incli-
nation to raise our heads to look at the game
and not keep our face down and properly posi-
tioned on the comb of the stock. EasyHit
offers an “owner applied” glue-on ventilated
aluminum rib in four different heights and
barrel lengths complete with amounted center
bead and interchangeable front sights. Again,
this is a way to try a ventilated rib without
permanently altering your shotgun.

By &l means, don't be afraid to experi-
ment a bit with your shotgun. The result
could be most rewarding.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
EasyHit
(805) 693-1898
www. easyhit.com

Right top-bottom: The new
Sporting Clays model is just
one of the additions to
Beretta’s line of Urika shot-
guns for 2001. Remington’s
11-87 and 870 lines have been
updated with six new camo-
patterned turkey models,
including this Super Magnum
semi-auto. Shooters looking
for a touch of distinction will
be happy to find the new
Browning Citori Privilege 20
ga. in this year’s catalog.

SHOTGUNNING In The 2Ist Gentury

hile there were alot of line consol-
Wi dations this year, the shotgunning

world has seen the advent of some
interesting new products. Here is a sampling
of some of the more popular introductions
we've seen in 2001.

Ithaca is back in a big way with a fixed
barrd 16 ga Deerdayer; Model 37 Ultra
Featherweights in “grouse,” “youth” and 20
ga formats, ported Model 37 target models
plus a sporting clays version with an
adjustable stock; and afull selection of acces-
sory barrels for existing Model 37 owners.

Browning has reduced the weight of the
successful Gold autoloader by 8 ozs. with the
introduction of its Gold Fusion model and
now offers a lightweight Gold Upland
Special with a straight English stock; a Gold
20 ga. Micro scaled down for smaller
shooters; and a Gold 20 ga. dug gun. The
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highly popular BT-99 trap gun has been
returned to theline. In the Citori ling, 220 ga.
Privilege model with embellished sideplates,
a 20 ga. Ultra XS Skeet, and a 28 ga. Ultra
XS Sporting Clays model made their debut.
Winchester has added a Super X2
Sporting Clays modd and a Super X2 field
model chambered for the 3" magnum, and you
can expect more models to be forthcoming.
Some beautiful new 28 ga guns have
debuted in 2001. Weatherby has added the
chambering to itsAthena Grade 111 O/U offer-
ings. Merkel has designed a petite-framed 28
ga SXS carrying the designation Modd 280
EL. Franchi came through with a 28 ga
Veloce O/U — Veloce means “fast” in Italian
and indeed the Franchi lives up to that name.
Speaking about elegant small-framed
guns, Charles Daly is marketing a svelte
410 O/U and SxS under the “Country

Squire” label. Also added to the Charles
Daly stable are an ultralight Field Hunter
O/U in 12 and 20 ga., and a standard Field
Hunter model in 12, 20, 28 and .410 ga.

Beretta's successful Urika line has been
expanded to include slug, sporting clays,
trap, youth and synthetic/camo models.

A new Mossherg Model 500 “Bantam”
youth gun, featuring a completely scaled down
buttstock and closer forearm for smaller-
framed shooters, made its appearance this year
and comes with a haf-price certificate for a
full-size buttstock and forearm which can be
redeemed when the young owner grows up.

Remington has added the 3%" cham-
bering across its 11-87 line under the title
“Super Magnum,” as well as adding six
camo-patterned turkey hunting models in

the 11-87 and 870 lines featuring
Mossy Oak’s Break-Up motif. “
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Kidd Ruger Triggers

etailing for some $50 more than the
R})ri ce of thegunit fits, thismatch trigger

or Ruger 10-22s sdlls for $279.95, but
delivers superb performance. Fully-adjustable
for length of pull, cant, over-travel, sear
engagement and weight of pull, the Match
Trigger from Kidd Innovative Design renders a
Ruger into an Anschutz — at least as far as
trigger pull is concerned.

Manufactured using high-tech systems such
as CNC and EDM machining technologies, the
Kidd trigger features a 50 percent lighter-than-
stock hammer for a fast locktime. There are
three versions of the trigger with different pull
weights, adjustable within their ranges: the
Super Match (7 to 14 ozs.), Match (14 to 28
0zs.) and Sportsman (20 to 40 ozs.). We tested
a Sportsman model on a Briley custom 10-22.

The trigger was easy to install, without
professional gunsmithing. After removing the
barreled action from the stock, we removed
the two pins that hold the stock trigger in
place. We substituted the Kidd trigger,
replaced the pins and were good to go.

The Kidd Sportsman Trigger once again

corroborated a longstanding belief: Nothing
increases the accuracy of any firearm more
than good sights and good triggers. We experi-
enced the subtle joy of pressing a crisp, light
trigger on a Ruger 10-22 and indeed we could
shoot noticeably better offhand. The trigger is
a two-stage design, meaning there is some
takeup before the lighter second stage. We find
such triggers to be highly conducive to posi-
tion shooting — sitting, kneeling and standing

— than conventional single-
1

stage triggers.

BY CAMERON HOPKINS

FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACT:
Kidd Innovative Design
2633 Terminal Loop
McQueeny, TX 78123
(830) 560-1044
www.coolguyguns.com
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Rescomp Holster

olsters for IPSC and other “action”
H handgun competitions have evolved

in recent years to resemble some-
thing from Battlestar Galactica. High-tech
retention devices with all manner of locks
and devices have supplanted the age-old
force of sheer friction to retain their guns.

The new Model 2000 from Rescomp
Handgun Technologies, based in Pretoria,
South Africa, isthe Ferarri of race holsters,
a totally minimalist “holster” that retains
the pistol by an ingenious lock around the
trigger guard. Flip asmall retention switch
on the trigger guard lock and get ready for
alightning-fast draw.

The RHT Model 2000 was used by
reigning IPSC world champion Eric
Grauffel as well as many other top-class
shooters, including the winning Open
Division team from the 2000 World Shoot.

The RHT Mode 2000 is adjustable eight
ways from Sunday — for cant, angle, drop,
left-hand or right-hand, up and down, barrel
length, you name it. The holster “body” is
attached to a machined aluminum rod that

LUARTERLIY:

can be rotated and dlid on a universd joint
of sortswhere it attaches to the belt holder.

We tested a revolver and an autopistol
version. A bull barreled S&W Model 25
with a Bo-Mar rib fit perfectly in the
revolver holster, after we made the neces-
sary adjustments for the barrel length. The
draw was slicker than Bill Clinton on the
witness stand, yet once we flipped the
retention switch, ateam of WWF wrestlers
couldn’t get the gun out. We imagine any-
thing from a .454 Casull to a PPC gun
would fit the highly adaptable rig.

Wealso tested an STI “Edge”’ 1911 pistol

in the Model 2000 with the same results —
faster than agreased presidential pardon. We
were impressed with every aspect of the per-
formance of the Rescomp holster. The
Model 2000 retails for $134.95 and is avail-

able through dedersin the U.S.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Rescomp Handgun Technologies
+27 (12) 333-4768 (South Africa)
www.crspeed.co.za
sales@rescomp.co.za

PJEVANCIRNTIMASTER

Buffer Technologies Jet

Loaders

E Loaders came on the scene as a faster
ethod of speed loading a revolver in
mpetition. A Jet Loader looks like a
normal, everyday speedloader except with
the addition of a powerful spring that propels
the fresh cartridges into the cylinder. With a
norma speedloader — gravity is the sole
source of “power” to insert fresh rounds.

A new Austrian-made Jet Loader is now
availablefor theincreasingly popular S& W J-
frames. With the surge of interest in titanium
hammer-shrouded J-frames, the new Jet
Loader should be popular with CCW holders.

We tested the J-frame Speed Loader with
an S&W Modd 342, the model known as
AirLite Ti, chambered in .38 Specia. The Jet
Loader holds both .38sand .357 Mag. rounds.
Inserting the cartridges in the loader was lit-
erally a snap. We placed five rounds in the
loader’s “cylinder,” held them firmly in place
with our palm and then rotated the loader’s
activation knob to lock the rounds in place.

The loaded Jet Loader is sturdy. We
dropped it several timesand it held the car-
tridges securely. There is a built-in

“safety” that won't release the
rounds until the Jet Loader is
firmly seated into a
revolver’s cylinder.
Insertion was easy, even
|eft-handed, and the rounds
popped positively into place,
thanks to the spring tension. There
is no faster way to reload a revolver
that fires rimmed cartridges. (Yes, a

moon-clipped .45 ACP is dlightly faster, but
who carries a Model 1917 in their pocket?)

The Jet Loader is imported by

Buffer Technologies and retails for

$14.95.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Buffer Technologies
PO. Box 104393
Jefferson City, MO 65110
(573) 634-8529
www. buffertech.com

BY CAMERON HOPKINS
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BY CAMERON HOPKINS

Jane's Military
Books
explained in detail in the Bible of

M small ams, Jane's Infantry

Weapons. Fred T. Jane was a British nava
enthusiast in the latter part of the 19th century
who gathered information on the world's
nava forcesasahobby. In 1897, he published
the first Jane's Fighting Ships, which he
updated on an annual basis. Since then, Jane's
Defense Information has become the largest
and arguably the most accurate civilian intel-
ligence organization in the world, with year-
books covering virtually every form of
military technology, from ships, aircraft,
artillery and tanks to small arms.

Lots of fun things in Jane's. Yugoslavian
hand grenades, Canadian mortar sights, TOW
anti-tank rockets, Croatian submachine guns,
even pedestrian Ruger .22s are all covered in
Jane's 859-page definitive reference work.

The companion book is Jane's
Ammunition Handbook, 688 pages of nothing
but thingsthat go bang, boom, bam. The hand-
book contains every conceivable round that
fires from a rifled barrel, a category which
includes tanks, cannons, artillery, small arms,
coastal defense guns and battleships.

Jane's are not only the most definitive “gun
books’ in the world, they're dso the most
expensive. Infantry Weapons sdlls for $480 and

Ammunition Handbook runs $10 less.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jane’s Information Group
1340 Braddock Place, Ste. 300
Alexandria, VA 22314
(800) 243-3852
WWW.janes.com

odern military firearms are

Jane's
INFANTRY
WEAPONS
0,0.02011

Edited by Terry J Gander
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BULLET
PERFORMANCE

Lots of “facts” about the effects of wind and brush are
based on old myths. Real-world ballistic data is the only
way to be sure you have the right bullet for your hunt.

By Dan Johnson

Below: Whether the caliber is, from left, .243 Win., .25-
" 06, .257 Wthby., .260 Rem., .270 Rem., .270 Wthby.,
.280 Rem., 7mm Rem., 7mm STW, .30-°06, .300
- Wthby., or 7.82 Warbird, hunters often make their choice
- of bullet based on some widely held performance myths.
% Left: A .338-06, such as this classic 98 Mauser with a
~ Shilen barrel, is capable of taking any game in the lower 48
— provided the hunter selects the right bullet for the job.




CARTRIDGE

BULLET WT.*

VELOCITY

RECOIL TRAJECTORY**
100 yds. 200 yds. 300 yds. 400 yds. 500 yds.
.243 Win. 100gr. 3,000 fps 10.2 ft/lbs. +2.7" +2.2" 3.7 -16.2" -36.7"

Wind Deflection

2,900 fps 14.6 ft/lbs.
Wind Deflection

.257 Wthby.
Wind Deflection

.260 Rem. 125 gr. 2,900 fps 12.6 ft/lbs. +2.8" +2.3" -3.8" -16.4" -36.8"
Wind Deflection

.270 Win.
Wind Deflection

.270 Wthby. A 3,250 fps 25.4 ft/lbs.
Wind Deflection

.280 Rem.
Wind Deflection

7mm Rem. 140 gr. 3,100 fps 23.0 ft/lbs. +2.3" +2.0" -3.3" -14.3" -32.1"
Wind Deflection

7mm STW
Wind Deflection

20.2 ft/lbs.

3,200 fps

3,000 fps 17.8 ft/lbs.

2,900 fps 17.9 ft/lbs.

3,500 fps 29.9 ft/lbs.
3,000 fps 19.7 ft/lbs.

Wind Deflection

.300 Wthby.

Wind Deflection

7.82 Warbd.

Wind Deflection

32.7 ft/lbs.

3,300 fps

47.6 ft/lbs.

3,850 fps

Wind Deflection is based on a 10 mph crosswind.
Recoil is estimated with an 8 Ib. rifle.

All velocities are representative of safe maximum loads and barrel lengths common to that caliber.

*In order to provide uniform results, all bullets used in testing, regardless of weight, were Nosler partition as this bullet design varies little throughout various calibers.
**All test rifles zeroed at 250 yds.

anisagullible creature by nature. We tend

FEDERAL
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to believe what we see, even when our

observations are based on faulty data. If

Joe Hunter misses a buck with a .25-06 at 200 yards in a
light breeze one year, then the next drops one off the fringe
of atornado at 400 yards with a .270, he's liable to form

some definite opinions as to which cartridge bucks the

wind better. And he is liable to be wrong.

Wind Deflection

One of the most tenacious myths concerning ballisticsis
that a heavy bullet bucks the wind better. There's just
enough truth in this to be misleading. Perhaps this miscon-
ception came about because it would seem logical that a
heavier object would be blown about less than alighter one.

This would be true if both projectiles were of the same
dimensions. But, given like designs, the heavier slug has
more surface area for the wind to act on thus negating any
advantage based solely on weight.

The deciding factor in wind deflection — and trajectory
— istime of flight. The less time wind and gravity haveto
act on a bullet, the less they will divert the bullet from its
path. While a heavier projectile has more momentum and

continued on page 58
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CUSTOM GUNS

R YO TARFIN

Whether you’re looking for a mild,

target-shooting revolver or a lever

action for big game, this talented
gunsmith can meet your needs.




Above: A collection of revolvers and leverguns from Clements
Custom Guns and a wide open prairie sky — you’ve just
described our version of paradise. Opposite: The 4" Ermine,
right, and 5 12" Tayra from Clements Custom Guns are both built
on the tough stainless steel Ruger Blackhawk.

PERFORMANCE RESULTS
Clements Custom Guns “Tayra” .45 Colt
Load . ... e Velocity
Factory Loads
Buffalo Bore 300 gr. Speer JFP ... .. ... ... 1,222 fps
Buffalo Bore 325 gr. LBT Hard Cast ................... 1,270 fps
Cor-Bon 265 gr. Bonded Core FP . .................... 1,163 fps
Cor-Bon 300 gr. Bonded Core FP . .................... 1,161 fps
Handloads
LBT 260 gr. Flat Point/10.0 grs. Unique ................ 1,066 fps
LBT 260 gr. Flat Point/21.0 grs #2400 ................. 1,287 fps
Lyman #454424 260 gr. Keith/18.5 grs. #2400 ........... 1,116 fps
Lyman #454490 260 gr. Gas Check/20.0 grs. #2400 . ... ... 1,227 fps
Lyman #454490 260 gr. Gas Check/23.0 grs. H4227 . ... ... 1,264 fps
Lyman #457191 300 gr. Flat Point/18.5 grs. #2400 ... ... .. 1,167 fps
BRP 305 gr. Gas Check/21.5grs. H110 .. ............... 1,081 fps
NEI 310 gr. Keith/21.5grs. H110 ..................... 1,082 fps
NEI 325 Keith gr/21.2grs. H110 ..................... 1,107 fps
PERFORMANCE RESULTS
Clements Custom Guns “Ermine” .45 Colt
Load . ... Velocity
Handloads
Bull-X 250 gr. RNFP/6.2 grs. AA#N100 . ................ 782 fps
Bull-X 255 gr. SWC/9.0 grs. Unique ................... 925 fps
Oregon Trail 255 gr. SWC/7.2 grs. WW231 . ............. 818 fps
Oregon Trail 255 gr. SWC/8.0 grs Unique ............... 777 fps
Oregon Trail 255 gr. SWC/6.0 grs. TiteGroup . ........... 762 fps
RCBS #45-250 gr. Flat Nose/8.0 grs. Unique . . ........... 903 fps

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

nce in a while, we come across a top sixgun-
ith who also turns out some mighty fine lev-

erguns. Such a gunsmith is David Clements.

Clements was born and bred in Mississippi and grew up
doubly blessed with a father who not only taught him
hunting and fishing, but also how to do metalwork with a
welder, drill press and lathe. After high school, Clements
went on to technical school and then landed a job working
with CNC and EDM machines as well as tool and die
making. His path for the future was set.

His love of guns and metal working soon blended
together, and a new gunsmith was born. Clements is now
president and CEO of Clements Custom Guns.

Cowhoy Gun Maestro

Recently, Clements delivered two sixguns — both
custom Ruger .45s — and two leverguns — custom Marlins
in .45 Colt and .45-70 — for GUNS to review. Marlin and
Ruger make excellent basic guns, but it takes a gunsmith
such as Clements to bring them to perfection.

Both of the custom .45s are built on the Ruger New
Model Blackhawk, but that is where the similarity ends.
Although both are easy to pack and a pleasure to shoot,
these are two sixguns built for two different purposes. First
we examined the Ermine, a lightweight, 34 oz., .45 Colt
designed for daily wear, whether in a holster, mounted on a
cartridge belt, or a pants belt.

Clements starts with a Ruger Stainless Blackhawk in
.357, .44 Mag. or .45 Colt to build, as he says, “ashort, light
carry gun for outdoorsmen.” Starting with the basic
Blackhawk, Clements installs a 4" match-grade barrel,
slightly tapered and fitted with a.110" wide, Patridge-style,
easy-to-see front sight that is solidly anchored to the barrel
with an Allen screw.

To shave weight, the stainless steel grip frame and
gjector housing are replaced with lightweight aluminum
aloy versions. The front edge of the cylinder is given a Colt

JULY 2001
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The Clements GClstom Marlip 11194 right,
is chambered ig§45 Colt, the beefy
Model 1895 is cRambered il 45' 70 and is

ready to hunt an§ game in Noprth .Amerlca

i
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PERFORMANCE RESULTS

Clements Custom Guns 1894 Marlin .45 Colt — 16.5" bbl .:: _"-i
Load Velocity Accuracy* Ly i -
Factory Loads .-.-'ﬁr-
Buffalo Bore 300 Speer ................... 1,566 fps ....... 1.125" T
Buffalo Bore 325 LBT .................... 1,584fps ....... 0.875" A—
Cor-Bon 265 Bonded Core . ................ 1,461fps ....... 0.625" _
Cor-Bon 300 Bonded Core . ................ 1,469fps ....... 1.0"

Handloads
Hornady 250 XTP/20.0 grs. #2400 ........... 1,401 fps ....... 1.125"
Lyman #454424KT/18.5 grs. #2400 .......... 1,405fps ....... 0.625"
Lyman #454424/20.0 grs. #2400 ............ 1,532fps ....... 1.0
BRP 305 GC/21.5grs. H110 ............... 1,457fps ....... 1.0"
Bull-X 250/6.2 grs. AA#N100 .. ............. 9771fps ......... 1.25"
Bull-X 255/9.0 grs. Unique . . ............... 1,152fps ....... 1.0"
Oregon Trail 255/7.2 grs. WW231 ........... 1,010fps ....... 0.875"
Oregon Trail 255/8.0 grs. Unique ............ 1,013fps ....... 0.75"
Oregon Trail 255/6.0 grs. TiteGroup . ......... 1,024fps ....... 1.125"
RCBS #45-250FN/8.0 grs. Unique ........... 1,088fps ....... 1.0
PERFORMANCE RESULTS

Clements Custom Guns Marlin 1895 .45-70 — 18.5" bbl
Load Velocity Accuracy* r
Factory Loads
Buffalo Bore 430 LBT .................... 1,881fps ....... 1.375"

Garrett 530 Hammerhead . . ................ 1444fps ....... 1.875¢"
Handloads

Bull-X 405CSJ/37.5 gr. #3031 .............. 1,3411fps ....... 1.75"
Fusilier 400GC/37.5 gr. #3031 .............. 1,409fps ....... 1.5"

Fusilier 400GC/52.0 gr. H322 ... ............ ,

GUNS MAGAZINE



blackpowder-style chamfer from the 1880s.

At the same time, the action is tuned and smoothed, the
trigger is set between 3 Ibs. and 3% Ibs., al end shake is
removed, the lock-up is tightened to remove side-to-side
play in the cylinder, the chambers are polished, and the
throats of the cylinder chambers are properly sized. Most
Rugers come with very tight mouths — especially in .45
Colt — and Clements opens these up to the proper size.

For the gjector rod to work with a 4" barrel, it is neces-
sary to shorten the rod and the gector housing. Clements
aso fits a shortened base pin with a flat head to allow the
gjector rod to travel as far as possible to eject empties.

The cylinder is given the free-spinning treatment. This
dlows it to be rotated backwards in case a bullet jumps its
crimp and locks up the gun. With this modification, you
simply have to spin the cylinder backwards and remove the
round. Very handy.

The Ermine is then finished by bead blasting the entire
gun to give an outdoors-friendly, non-glare, dull finish. This
Ermine came with re-finished Ruger factory grips and afac-
tory rear sight. It is also available with custom micarta grips

o __ i um&' and a Bowen rear sight.
. — c”g’f’h' frzgﬂf;mngla:% the ’—"deﬂg'h 1 Our favorite plinking loads for thislittle .45 are the Bull-
s Wnklﬁy rifle or 2 hard-hllhng.ﬁrush gud" X 255 gr. SWC over 9.0 grs. of Unique for 925 fps from the

ﬂ" r big game. ,
- a3 HE e - . L‘fﬁ:-ﬂ‘.‘-’" continued on page 65
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The SIG P-210 9mm might not make it onto
too many shooters’ “10 classic pistols”
lists — but that just goes to show that a lot
of shooters could use a hit more schooling
in the classies. Opposite: The P-210 uses an
eccentric slot, not a hinged link, to facilitate
lock-up — a revolutionary design for its time.




P-2I0

Back before the days of plastic and stamped sheet metal,

SIG was making 9mm pistols, and making them right.

By Charles E. Petty

Photos by Ichiro Nagata

eople sometimes lament, “They don't make

things like they used to.” Sadly, that is often
the case, but not with the SIG P-210.
Compared with today’s hi-tech handguns, the
P-210 is a dinosaur. It is a throwback to a time when guns
were made of steel and wood with parts machined out of
solid metal. That, however, is still a good way to do things
and dinosaurs are in these days.

If we polled knowledgeable shooters and asked them to
prepare alist of classic pistols, few would put the P-210 on

theirs. And even though we’ ve known about the gun forever,
and even shot one a long time ago, we probably wouldn’t

have put it on ours either. That would have been a mistake.

With the exception of a brief hiatus for the last year or
two, the P-210 has been in continuous production since
1947. This is not a wondernine, it is a single-stack 9mm
pistol with a magazine capacity of eight rounds. Barrel
length is 4.75" and it weighs 32 ozs.

Pistols Of The Post-War World

In the years immediately following World War 11, many
countries looked at replacing their service pistols. In the
U.S. there were extensive trials of 9mm pistols made to very
different government specifications. Colt, Smith & Wesson,
High Standard and others built guns for the tests, but in the
end, the government decided to stick with the 1911.

For decades the Swiss Army’s issue pistol had been the
Luger, and they, too, began to investigate anew pistol. The out-
come, in 1947, was that the SP47/8 SIG was adopted and
achieved an enviable reputation for both function and accuracy.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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The P-210 features full-length slide and
internal slide rails for glassy smooth
operation. Inset: The SIG’s butt-
mounted mag release is strictly Euro. An
Americanized version is available (at a
Subst ﬁa;fxzjra charge), but ¢’mon, you
don’t put raspberry syrup in your coffee
or teriyaki sauce on your prime rib —

. <1 < JULY 2001
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The design was a departure from the norm of thetime. The
P-210 featured interna diderails, which mated frame and dide
for the full 6.5" length. The fit of frame to dide was, and till
is, exceptiona. Thetest gun’sdide moveswith perfect ease, yet
displays only the barest hint of vertical or horizontal play.

The locking system is of the Browning short-recail,
locked-breech design in which the barrel tips up and down
to lock and unlock. There are also two locking lugs in the
top of the slide, as in many Browning designs. The barrel’s
footprint is just a bit different.

The tilting barrel concept requires that the barrel
move by either a barrel link or some form of mechanical
cam action with the lockup usually driven by the slide
stop pin. The barrel of the P-210 works that way too but
instead of a barrel link, the barrel has an eccentric slot
that allows the slide stop to control both locking and
unlocking moves.

The fit of the dlide stop pin to the barrel lugs is an
absolutely vital component of accuracy in the Government
Model and exactly the same thing is true of the SIG.
Examining the barrel and dide stop pin of the gun clearly
shows that the two parts mate just right.

Another feature of interest is the modular assembly of
the hammer, trigger, disconnector and ejector into a single
unit that can simply be lifted out of the frame. This is a
helpful feature for cleaning the trigger mechanism now and
then, athough it doesn’t need to be done very often. The
assembly should stay as a single unit — just because it will
come out doesn’t mean it should be taken apart.

Thetrigger feel isvery European with just alittle move-
ment preceding a nice clean break. The trigger on our gun
was just atad over 3 |bs.

Lost In The Translation

The P-210 is European through and through so a couple
of features are contrary to American custom. Foremost of
these is the magazine release, which is located on the butt
and is a simple spring-loaded latch that catches the bottom
of the magazine. This is not just any little spring either; it
takes over 10 Ibs. of pressure just to move it enough to
release the magazine.

Even after you defeat the spring, removing the magazine
is still a challenge. Drop-free magazine? Not hardly. Thisis

a standard European design feature based upon a concern
that the magazine might be lost in service. ThereisaP-210
variation with a magazine release on the frame for
American tastes, but it costs roughly twice as much.
Overall workmanship istruly superior. A diligent search
for flaws found none. The finish is a pleasing matte blue.
The top of the dlide features fine anti-reflection grooves
running from the gjection port to the dovetail-fitted front
sight. There are models with either fixed or adjustable rear
sights. Grips are oil-finished walnut with about 60 percent
coverage of hand-cut checkering. The front strap of the
frameis gently grooved for a nice gripping surface.

Hard-Bitten Accuracy Testing

As is customary, accuracy testing was done in three
parts. First was just a break-in period with a mixed bag of
ammunition to evaluate function and reliability. No prob-
lems ... well, just one.

At thevery first shot the fleshy part of the shooter’s hand
was thoroughly mashed between hammer and frame.
Another shot ... same thing and two blood blisters rose on
the web of the shooter’s hand. A dlight ateration of grip
ended the hammer bite problem, and this certainly won't be
a problem for everyone, but it is something to be aware of
— ouch! All in all, about 200 rounds of mixed ammo,
including a variety of JHP rounds were fired with no mal-
functions of any kind.

The second phase of testing was in the Ransom Rest at
25 yards. Ammunition chosen for this element included two
match loads, and JHPs of 115, 124 and 147 gr. weights. The
first load, Black Hills 124 gr. JHP shot pretty well, but
there was a noticeable tendency for the first shot from the
magazine to drift alittle left at 9 o’ clock.

With the second load, Federa’s Match, this tendency
became arule. The first shot landed precisely at 9 o’clock
2" to 3" left of the rest, which clustered together nicely. This
effect increased group size by an average of 2.3".

Subsequent loads were better but till had flyers. When we
got to the 147 gr. Speer Gold Dot ammo, it was as if the sun
had come up. Even though there were till a few flyers, their
effect was amost negligible and the gun averaged 0.82" for the
five, five-shot groups. Winchester’s 147 gr. SXT wasamost as

continued on page 57

ACCURACY TEST RESULTS SIG P-210

LOAD VELOCITY | GROUP 1 | GROUP 2 | GROUP 3 | GROUP 4 | GROUP 5 | ACCURACY*
Black Hills 124 gr. JHP 1,178 fps 1.98" 1.51" 1.51" 1.41" 1.46" 1.57
First shot excluded 1.17" 0.91" 1.12" 0.86" 1.12" 1.04"
Federal GM Match 124 gr. FMJ 1141 fps 3.29" 3.86" 3.28" 3.56" 4.02" 3.60"
First shot excluded 091" 1.74" 1.49" 1.26" 1.07" 1.29"
Pro Load 115 gr. JHP +P 1,349 fps 1.68" 2.00" 1.79" 2.27" 2.14" 1.98"
First shot excluded 1.14" 0.37" 0.75" 0.60" 0.55" 0.68"
Remington Match 147 gr. FMJ 961 fps 1.37" 1.25" 3.06" 2.16" 1.55" 1.88"
First shot excluded 0.91" 1.25" 1.67" 1.11" 1.33" 1.25"
Speer Gold Dot 147 gr. JHP 1,037 fps 1.16" 0.68" 0.89" 0.49" 0.90" 0.82"
First shot excluded 0.87" 0.68" 0.35" 0.49" 0.77" 0.63"
Winchester SXT 147 gr. JHP 1,004 fps 1.01" 1.02" 0.67" 1.05" 1.20" 0.99"
First shot excluded 0.79" 0.33" 0.37" 0.49" 1.20" 0.64”

AVERAGE (ALL): 1.81"

* Accuracy is the resultant average of five five-shot groups. Velocity is the average of 10 shots measured on a PACT Professional chronograph.

AVERAGE W/O FLYER: 0.92"

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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Model 1873 20" Short Rifle .44-40

Load Velocity Accuracy* 3
Black Hills 200 gr. . ............ ... ... ..., 1,1511fps ... ............... 1.25" :'
Hornady 205 gr. . .............. ... 1,00210s ................. 2.125"
Winchester 225gr. ........... .. ... . ... . .. .. .... 92518 ..o 1.375" =
3-D200gr........ ... .. 1,0821fps .................. 1.5"
Oregon Trail 225 gr./8.0 grs. Unique . ............... 1,181fps ................. 1.375"
Bull-X 225 gr./7.0 grs. WW231 . ................... 1,074fps ................. 1.125"
Model 1892 20" Short Rifle .44-40
Black Hills 200 gr. ..................cccccooii.. 1,105fps ................. 2.375"
Hornady 205 gr. . .......... .. 0o 9821Mps ..o 1.5"
Winchester 225gr. ........... ... ... .. .. .. ...... 9371S ... 2.25"
3-D200gr......... ... .. 1,091fps .................. 2.0"
Oregon Trail 225 gr./8.0 grs. Unique ................ 1,1431fps ... ....... 0.625"
Bull-X 225 gr./7.0 grs. WW231 . ................... 1,034 fps .................. 3.0"

* Accuracy measurements are the result of three five-shot groups at 50 yards.
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"These classic leverguns are back in
the saddle again with cowboy
shooters and anyone who appreciates
a bit of Western style.

n 1860, B. Tyler Henry received a patent for a truly landmark rifle. With a lever-
operated action and a .44 Rimfire brass cartridge case, the Model of 1860, or .44
Henry, was born. This was a tremendously important firearm advancement,

coming at a time when the single-shot muzzleloader was the only rifle available. There

is much truth to the advertising that said a man on horseback and armed with a Henry

rifle simply could not be captured.

With its 15-round capacity, the Henry was as far removed from the single-shot percussion
rifles that preceded it as today’s high-tech big screen TVs are from those old tiny black and
white sets with poor reception that we experienced back in the 1950s. This was simply pre-
viously unprecedented firepower.

The Model 1860 had a brass frame and loaded, not through a gate as subsequent cen-
terfire leverguns, but rather through a tube from the front much like many of today’s .22

continued on page 54

Left: The Model 1873 from Navy Arms,
chambered in .44-40, is a perfect choice for
cowhboy shooting. Right, above: With its full-
length magazine tube, the Model 1873 holds
10 rounds of .44-40 ammo. Below:
Handloaders may appreciate the stronger
design of the Model 1892, which can be
had in .357 Mag., .45 Colt or the .44-40
version seen here.
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Gun Control:

Moying 1o

New

As faces in the White House
change, foes of the Second

Amendment seek.a new

venue for their crusade

against_your guns.
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round

r many years, the lobby in the fed-

eral  building which  housed

ongresswoman Helen Chenoweth’s

Idaho offices was decorated with pic-

tures of Bill Clinton and Al Gore.

Today, those photos have been replaced with a pair of
countenances that look honest, upright — and totally

unsympathetic to the gun control crowd.
John Ashcroft’s mug has replaced Janet Reno’s at the
Justice Department. Already Ashcroft is making good,
instituting an aggressive, nationwide prosecution program
modeled after the National Rifle Association’s smashingly
successful Project Exile. Josh Bolton has taken the reins as
Bush’s domestic policy advisor, replacing Scott Reid,
Clinton’s liberal henchman.

Swift change is occurring throughout the bureaucracy,
but there is one enclave of gun-control which the Bush
Administration can’t touch — those who sit on the federal
bench. The debate rages over which will distract and harass
the nation longer, Clinton’s own legal mendacity or his

continued on page 50

By Chad Hyslop
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continued from page 49

legacy of leftist federal judges.

One fact remains clear: The anti-gun
groups will be turning to the courts — and
especialy the federal courts — to accom-
plish their agenda now that their chances of
new anti-gun legislation are diminishing.

Junk Lawsuits

Municipalities have lead the litigation
against gun manufacturers. “ This area of law
iswhere tobacco was 10 years ago. It'sripe,”
said Temple law professor and left-wing
activist David Kairys. “Their marketing is
their weakness. There are some promotions
out there that bring Joe Camel to mind.”

Still, marketing by gun manufacturers is
one of the two basic areas where the anti-
gun groups are on the attack. To date, the
suits have argued that manufacturers create a
public nuisance, and engage in negligent
marketing and distribution practices.

According to Jim Dorr, who defends Ruger
in over two-dozen such lawsuits, nine of the
public nuisance actions have been dismissed,
and nine of the negligent marketing/distribu-
tion actions have a so been thrown out.

“They should lose,” said Professor Richard
Epstein of the University of Chicago school of
law. “These are not serious legal cases. They
are raight politica actions ... it offends me as
alawyer to seethese perversions of stablelegal
theories for political ends.”

The courts are agreeing. In the latest vic-
tory at the appellate level — a unanimous
decision by the District Court of Appeals for
the Third District of Florida — the court
wrote that thelitigation “is an attempt to reg-
ulate firearms and ammunition through the
medium of the judiciary. Clearly this round-
about attempt is being made by the counties’
frustration at its inability to directly regulate
firearms.” The court added some mild verbal
spanking: “the county’s frustration can’t be
relieved through litigation.”

Scholars, the courts, and most attorneys
recognize that tort law is founded upon rock-
solid principles. If someone is due compen-
sation, it is because the product was
defective, the defect posed an unreasonable
danger to the user, and the defect caused the
injury. Litigation against gun manufacturers
meets none of these criteria.

Dire Threat

The lega attack against the industry is
reminiscent of the tobacco wars — sue until
you win by dint of sheer persistence. “If you
get enough of these claims lodged against
you, all you need is one jury getting mad at
you.” said Harvard law school professor W.
Kip Viscusi.

But this isn't tobacco, it's the gun
industry, where profits are modest and mar-
ginsdim. “Weare avery matureindustry, and
we are dl fighting for avery finite amount of
business,” Alan |. Mossherg said in an inter-
view in Business Week Online. Mossberg and

GUNS MAGAZINE



other companies watched the tobacco trias
and know that one adverse decision could
precipitate a feeding frenzy of lawsuits that
could simply bankrupt the industry through
the sheer cost of legal defense.

The anti-gun British magazine The
Economist correctly summed the opposi-
tion’s goals: “The action is likely to be a
winner, if not necessarily in court. The suit
will hit the gun industry in its wallet,
which is not nearly as fat as that of the
tobacco industry: It is expensive to mount
a defense in any legal case, even one that
makes law professors scoff.”

The Center to Prevent Handgun Violence
(abranch of Handgun Control, Inc.) brags of
its legal prowess. CPHV'’s Legal Action
Project is indeed energetic, representing 25
of the 33 municipalities who are engaged in
suits against manufacturers, and has filed
motionsin al the rest.

The Legal Action Project offers pro bono
legal services, and is actively soliciting indi-
viduals to file lawsuits against manufac-
turers and handgun owners. CPHV will
“emphasize’ individual lawsuits in the
coming years over municipal suits,
according to a recent press release.

The anti-gunners have defended one
hill long enough. Now they’re moving to a
new one.

The Enemy

Paul Valone, executive director of North
Carolina-based Rights Watch International
isabit of agun nut himself — Gunsite grad-
uate suma cum laude, trained in close
quarter combat, a master gunsmith and
instructor, and obviously applies everything
he knows about tactics in his daily Internet
war for the Second Amendment.

Vaone's website, Lawyers, Guns and
Money, www.lawyersgunsandmoney.com,
is the single best litigation-oriented source
on the web regarding the Second
Amendment. According to the Rogue's
Gadllery on LGM’s website: “Like lawyers
involved in tobacco suits (in fact, many of
the same lawyers), those representing cities
in suits against gun manufacturers are an
odd mixture of '60s vintage radical leftist
law professors out to reshape the world in
their image, and greed-motivated, big-buck
trial lawyers who don't give a damn what
their actions do to your rights.

“Lawyers like William Gauthier and
David Kairys will decide what guns, if any,
you may own, and eventually what you may
smoke or eat. Why? Because they possess
the unique skill of being able to bleed whole
industries dry.”

It isn’t just the lawyers so aptly revealed
on LGM'’s site, but the politicians and advo-
cacy groups that make this Iron Triangle so
powerful and bothersome. According to
Dorr, “It's the same kind of mixture you saw
with tobacco — paliticians, tria attorneys
looking for money, and advocacy groups
with an agenda combined.”

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

The Future

Reagan Dunn, Second Amendment
spokesman for Attorney General John
Ashcroft, declined to comment on the future
of gun litigation. “We will review cases that
might involve the Justice Department on a
case-by-case basis’ he said. In other words,
“We ain’t speculatin’.”

Dunn’s refusal to speculate is under-
standable. Who in their right mind could've
predicted that 33 American cities and coun-
ties would simultaneously come under the
delusion that they could successfully buck
the precedent of hundreds of years of tort
law to sue a company for a product which
they acknowledge works just fine?

But some are speaking openly, like the
Center to Prevent Handgun Violence, which
is looking to con up individual suits against
manufacturers and gun owners. And consti-
tutional scholar Mark Pollot offered a few
thoughts based on his years in the Reagan
Justice Department. He expects “children”
and “public health” to be the buzzwords of
the coming litigation.

Pollot’s concerned that the National
Institute of Health and other medical groups
are lending fuel to the anti-gunners’ next
bout by defining gun ownership as a public
health problem. “If morbidity among chil-
dren, real children (not gangbangers) is the
issue, the focus should be in other areas’
than gun control, Pollot said. Nevertheless,
with increasing attention on children, and
government interference in the “best inter-
ests of the child,” Pollot expects increasing
litigation in this area.

Product Liability Reform

If you're looking for solutions, look to
Texas. Gun ownership runs in the lifeblood
of this state, so it's little wonder that Texans
know how to protect their gun rights.

Out of the 14 states who' ve passed legida
tion to protect gun manufacturers and retailers
from junk lawsuits, Texas' work is the most
important, for two reasons. First, Texas has
passed perhaps the broadest product liability
reform in the nation. Second, then-Governor
George W. Bush led the reforms.

Product liability reform to stop “junk law-
suits’ was aplank in George W. Bush's candi-
dacy for Governor, something he talked about
throughout the campaign and named in his
Inaugural Address as one of histop priorities.

Under Bush's leadership, Texas capped
punitive damage awards, reformed the con-
cept of joint and severd liability, placed bar-
riers to frivolous lawsuits and venue
shopping, allowed for recapture of costs by
defendants, reformed malpractice law and
protected police officers and other public
servants from junk lawsuits.

Trey Blocker, Chief of Staff for Texas
state Representative Suzanna Hupp remem-
bers the impact of the reforms on the gun
debate: “Houston backed off alawsuit when
this legislation was moving. | don't know if
they were the only ones who were thinking
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about a lawsuit, but they were the only one
thinking about it out loud.”

Outside of the dozen-plus states that have
passed preemption laws, NRA's spokesmen
say another 16 are following this year.

With more than 30 states updating their
code books to block junk lawsuits, there's

unfriendly statejudicia system into the federal
courts, suing under federal law. As an added
bonus, they’ll get Clinton-appointed judges.
Some in Congress are concerned about
just such an attack, including
Congressman Bob Barr (R-Ga.), who
introduced legislation last year to stop

frivolous lawsuits at the federal level.
Unfortunately, his bill hasn’t moved.

nothing to prevent the anti-gunners from
simply jumping from the increasingly-
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focus on paintball and airguns

in the AUQUST issue.

~ Set Your Sights

'--:.__ On Site-In-Clean

Sea vour focal sporting poods retailer for MTM
Case-Cland's complete fine of practical shooting
products or sead ‘2 for a full size catalfog.

wianw, mitmcase-gard.com
iy = PO Box 139117 GN-SNE = Dayion OH £33 13
FRO-T4ET - Fax (937) 800-

domad peel. Peles of ¢ s and weights can be baded
hviduaty on the IJIJ'IJ'DEIII:!-HD. mul'lh'llﬂﬂhmﬁh'hMﬂﬁl

brigper guard has a position positve-stop level wheal. Adustments can be mada
a&lﬁnmnﬁamwumtnuwur 10 the pefiet you aee shooting, Tha
mnost uniges: festure of this rifle is 2 pressure gauge located in the berer Bront air
1esarvir, You will nevar have B0 estimate the amoust of shots it In high

porved e HWS TOF will proped a 15 grain domed peliet af over 1,200 [gs. Carbing: Ve

The Defense Strategy

In a court battle, a public policy battle or
a tangle with the local hoods, you'll never
win playing defense, you'll only make
losing last longer. It's a military truism as
old as the art of war.

Once again it's the people in Texas who
are on the hunt. Blocker and two-dozen
Texas legislators under the moniker of the
Civil Liberties Defense Foundation have
made an offensive attack on the anti-gun-
ners tender flank.

In a lawsuit filed last November, they
accuse 25 cities and counties of collusion
and conspiring to infringe upon the Second
Amendment right of Texans. For subverting
and defiling the U.S. Constitution and
harassing Texas citizens and businesses,
they're seeking to penalize the socidlists
who've plagued the gun industry for the last
severa years.

“We want to put a stop, once and for al, to
the attempts by litigious attorneys to hold
lawful industries liable for the criminal
misuse of their products,” said former state
Senator and CLDF President Jerry Patterson.
“If we do not stop them now, the alcohol,
automotive and countless other industries will
be attacked next, sending prices skyward and
affecting the availability and affordability of
products for the average consumer.”

In the spirit of Lone Star independence
and self-reliance, Blocker said, “Chicago
doesn’t have the right to dictate to Texans
what we can and cannot do, or tell Texans
what guns they can possess.”

The Money

When it comes to following the money
behind social causes, Montanan Dave
Skinner is an authority. Skinner’s dug deep
in the environmental movement, tracking
the money behind fringe groups like the
Ruckus Society that shut down the World
Trade Organization talks in Seattle last year.

Skinner says most people don't realize
that the funding of the environmental move-
ment and the anti-gun crusade come from the
same pot. “ The public needs to become aware
of the foundation money scam — even gun-
nies. Thisis not ‘philanthropy’ by any means
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... i'sashadow government-by-litigation.”

Some feel the gun manufacturers should
gladly shoulder the burden of protecting both
their own business and America's Second
Amendment rights. But with monthly lawyer
bills running into the tens of thousands and
the bottom line running red, that’s too great a
burden to expect them to carry.

“Gun owners need to become alot more
active because the interests of the gun com-
panies may not necessarily align with the
interests of gun owners and Second
Amendment supporters,” Valone said.
“That's why we need an independent effort
by Second Amendment supporters to protect
our own interests.”

Attorneys representing the gun industry
harbor a deep sense of resentment and
offense at the damage to American jurispru-
dence that these lawsuits are causing. The
issue is both professional and personal. To
these guys, the anti-gun forces are attacking
not only their industry and America’s right
to keep and bear arms, but the very founda-
tion of our system of government.

About The Author:

Chad Hyslop is a former senior staffer
for retired Congresswoman Helen
Chenoweth-Hage of Idaho. As a spokesman
and political advisor to a Second
Amendment champion in Congress, Hyslop
has spent the last several yearsimmersed in
national gun politics. Hyslop lives in Boise,
ldaho and consults and writes on gun poli-

tics and other national
™

public policy issues.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACT:
Civil Liberties Defense Foundation
PO. Box 163653
Austin, TX 78716
(512) 4810168
www.libertydefense.com

Lawyers, Guns and Money site,
hosted by Rights Watch International
PO. Box 10684
Raleigh, NC 27605
(919) 664-8565
www.lawyersgunsandmoney.com

NRA Institute for Legislative
Action
11250 Waples Mill Road
Fairfax, VA 22030
(800) 392-8683
www.nraila.com

National Shooting Sports
Foundation
11 Mile Hill Road
Newton, CT 06470
(203) 426-1320
www.nssf.org
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continued from page 47

leverguns. This was a serious drawback
when it came to reloading, because the
rifle could not be used when it was being
reloaded. Additionally, there was no
forearm to protect the tubular magazine
from dents and dings.

A Good Gun Gets Better

When Oliver Winchester lent hisnameto
a levergun, the first Winchester rifle came
forth as the 1866, or as it was soon called
due to its brass frame, the Yellow Boy. By
adding a forearm and a loading gate,
Winchester set the stage for a whole line of
great leverguns. The 1866 was a great rifle
and till exists today in areplicaform that is
quite popular with Cowboy Shooters.

The 1860, followed by the 1866, were
both great stepsforward, but the best was yet
to come. In 1873 the now-legendary
Winchester ' 73 emerged, differing from the
1866 in two major areas. The frame was
made of steel instead of brass, and the
ammunition was no longer rimfire, but
rather areloadable centerfire— .44 WCF, or
as it is smply and more commonly known
today, the .44-40.

The origina chambering was joined by
the .38 WCF in 1879, and this was followed
by the .32 WCF in 1882. When Colt added
these three cartridges to the Colt Single
Action Army it became possible for a
shooter of that age to have a sixgun and sad-
dlegun that chambered the same cartridge. A
most desirable feature.

John Browning's first levergun was the
large and powerful 1886 Winchester cham-
bered in such cartridges asthe .45-70, .45-90
and .50-110. Thiswas agreat gun but overly
powerful and large for most uses. So
Browning combined the best attributes of
the 1873 and 1886 by miniaturizing the ' 86,
an action that resulted in the Model of 1892.

Gone was the toggle link action of the
'73, replaced by the much stronger double
locking bolts of the '86. The Model 1892
was mostly chambered in the same car-
tridges as the Model 1873 — .44-40, .38-
40 and .32-20.

Rifles For Today’s Frontier

Both the Model '73 and '92 are grand
choices for cowboy shooters, but originals
are hard to find in good, shootable condition
at a reasonable price. They are either dogs
that need to be totally re-built or are priced
at collectible levels. Thanks to Navy Arms,
shooters can now have one, or both,
Winchesters in replica form.

For over 40 years, Navy Arms has been
importing quality replica firearms, both
cap-and-ball and cartridge-firing sixguns,
and muzzle-loading and cartridge-firing
rifles. Perhaps the most noteworthy are the
Model 73 and Model '92 Winchesters
from Navy Arms.
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The company offers four distinct Model
' 73 Winchesters all made by Uberti of Italy.
There is the 24" Rifle with octagon barrel;
the round-barreled 19" Carbine; and the
Sporting Rifle with pistol grip stock and
choice of a 24" or 30" barrel, al in .357
Mag., .44-40 and .45 Colt.

The fourth version is the Navy Arms
1873 Border Model. Navy Arms says of this
model that the original 1873 Short Rifle was
very rare and available on special order only.
It was very popular in the Southwest along
the Mexican Border in the 1870s and 1880s.

Best Of The Leverguns

The dlickest Winchester ever, the Model
1892 iswell represented by Navy Armswith
five models. Unlike the Model 1873 and
most of the rest of Navy Arms offerings, the
Model 1892 comes not from Italy, but rather
from Brazil and the Ross factory that for-
merly turned out Model '92s for Interarms.

The standard Rifle Model has a 24"
octagona barrel and the choice of either a
blued or case colored receiver. Real
American walnut is found in both the
forearm and butt stock. Joining the Rifle is
the 20" round-barreled Carbine, the most
popular of all the original Model 1892s, as
seen by millions of us in four decades of
John Wayne movies.

Brass frames ended with the 1866 Yellow
Boy. While the original Model 1892s were
never seen with bright yellow frames,
Cowboy Shooters can have the look of the
1860 and 1866 combined with the smooth
operation of the Model 1892, with both a
carbine and arifle provided in either .44-40
or .45 Colt, and with a brass receiver.

The final '92 levergun offered by Navy
Armsisthe Short Rifle, amate to the above-
mentioned '73 Border Model Rifle. The
Short Rifle features a 20" full octagonal
barrel and a blued receiver, and is stocked
with real walnut. Navy Arms says of these
carbines that the originals were ordered by
the Eagle Hardware Co. of Eagle Pass,
Texas, and marketed as “ Texas Specials.”

Yesterday’s Style, Today’s Quality

We chose the original chambering of .44-
40 simply because it is the original. This
1873 Border Model has a brilliantly case
colored receiver mated up with ared-colored
wood forearm and butt stock, blued barrel
and crescent-shaped buitt plate.

As with the original, there is a dliding
dust cover over the top of the exposed
action and asmall locking lever to hold the
operating lever in place. The front sight is
ablack post riding in adovetail, thus easily
adjusted for windage, while the rear sight
is a buckhorn on a sliding ramp to adjust
for elevation.

The 1873 has a unique action that is
unlike any later models. The cartridgeis fed
back onto a lifter from the magazine tube.
This dliding brass lifter then comes straight
up and the cartridge is fed into the chamber

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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by the bolt. It makes a most distinctive
sound in operation that endears itself to its
users much like the clicks of a Colt Single
Action as the hammer is drawn back.

With its short but heavy octagon barrel,
the 1873 balances very well and comes
right up on target. After sighting in, all test
shots were fired at 50 yards. Four factory
cowboy loads from Black Hills, Hornady,
Winchester and 3-D, as well as two
favorite handloads for cowboy shooting,
were fired in both the 1873 and 1892. This
levergun handled all loads with ease and
turned in groups in most cases that were
well under 17".

The Model ' 92 aso came with a 20" full
octagon barrel. The blued barrel, receiver,
lever, forend cap and crescent-shaped buitt
plate are al set off well by the good-quality,
American walnut used for stocking this new-
old model. Sights are not as good as those
found on the Model ' 73, with a black post
front mated up with a square notch rear on a
dliding ramp. We would much rather see this
model provided with a buckhorn rear sight
for cowboy shooting.

The front sight is set in a dovetail for
easy windage adjustment, while the rear
sight is also on diding ramp for elevation
changes. Both the dovetail-mounted front
sight and the walnut used in the stocks are
upgrades by Navy Arms from the previous
models offered by Interarms. The operation
of the action is also much smoother than
models previously made by Rossi.

Fired with the same loads as the Model
1873, the '92 was not as consistent. The
most accurate load turned out to be the
Oregon Trail 225 RNFP over 8.0 grains of
Unique. It clocksout at 1,150 fps with meas-
ured accuracy of 5/8" at 50 yards. We are
satisfied with that level of accuracy!

The Model 1873 will probably only be
used for cowboy shooting matches and
testing of cowboy ammunition. It is not a
strong action and should not be subjected to
loads that are anywhere near the heavy class.

The Model 1892, however, is capable of
singing a much different song asit is a very
strong action and will be used for many
more varied activities than the 1873. It also
deserves better sights, and we can easily
foresee a gold bead front sight mated up
with a Lyman #66 receiver sight.

Cowboy shooting has spawned a whole
industry of Western sixguns, leverguns,
leather and clothing. The Model 1873 and
1892 are most welcome additions to the
cowboy shooting scene.

™
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Navy Arms
689 Bergen Blvd, Dept. G
Ridgefield, Nd 07657

(201) 945-2500
WWW.Navyarms.com
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continued from page 45

good, averaging just less than 1".

We measured the groups with and
without the flyers. Now thisis cheating a bit,
because you don't get to throw out the first
shot in any real-world setting, so the average
accuracy is 1.81". The only excuse to throw
out any shot is if the shooter knows it was
his fault. That's hard to do in the Ransom
Rest. It is neither scientifically nor ethically
proper to do otherwise.

For acartridge with areputation for being
less than stellar in accuracy, that's really not
bad at all. But wait ... with the flyer removed
the average was cut virtually in half to 0.92".
Positively stunning accuracy.

Casting The First Bullet

It isafrequent lament that autopistolswill
often put the first shot outside the group, but
this is almost aways in the vertical plane.
The explanation is that the gun does not lock
up the same when chambering the first round
by dropping the dide, compared to how it
closes under the influence of recoil.

Horizontal displacement is not unheard
of, but unusual. Close examination of the
field-stripped pistol provided no clues. You
could plainly see how nicely and evenly the
bottom lugs mated with the slide stop. There
were no dings or wear marks. No method
available provides areal explanation.

But we do not condemn the pistol for this
— stuff happens. Still, a glance at the data
reveals two things: Either use Winchester or
Speer 147s, or be patient and put the gun
through a proper break-in period — aluxury
which was simply not allowed in this case
due to a rapidly approaching deadline. A
very loose gun might continue to perform in
this erratic manner, but a nicely fitted gun
like this one will normally resolve the
problem as the parts wear in. So we regard
this as an observation we must report, but
hardly afatal flaw.

Thethird and final segment of thetest was
another trip to the range with plenty of ammo.
Among those were some more Speer 147 gr.
Gold Dats. They positively terrorized the 72-
yard gong. At the end of the day the gun had
over 500 rounds through it without a hiccup.

For us, each test is a learning experience
and occasionaly we find that we must
abandon firmly held notions. Our impression
had aways been that the 9mm Luger cartridge
was inherently inaccurate. That notion is gone.

The SIG P-210 is a helluva gun. When
you consider its history of production it
surely is among the longest lived. Some of
the design features may seem difficult to us,

but there’s nothing we can't learn
to overcome. !i

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
SIG Arms Inc.
Exeter Corporate Park
Exeter, NH 03833
WWW.sigarms.com
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continued from page 35

thus maintains velocity better, a lighter
bullet can be started at a higher velocity.
That's what makes it a horse race. Some
contenders break fast on the short track
while others fare better on the long stretch.
What may surprise many, in looking at
the charts, is how small the difference in
wind deflection really is between the var-
ious cartridges. At 300 yards the differ-
ence between the best and worst of the
cartridges tested was only 2%". Only the
best shooters can dope the wind and hold
steady enough to take advantage of that
difference. Of course as the wind
increases so does the amount of deflec-
tion, but the percentages remain the same.
Long range accuracy with any cartridge in
a wind much over 10 mph takes a bit of
guesswork and no small amount of luck.

Trajectory

Nine out of the dozen cartridges we
tested do not have enough variation in tra-
jectory to make one bit of difference in the
field. It doesn't matter that the .25-06 drops
10" more than the 270 Wthby. Mag. at 500
yards because a responsible hunter is not
going to be shooting at any animal larger
than a coyote with the .25-06 at that range.
Any cartridge on the list is capable of accu-
rate shot placement at 300 yards, but even
then, some may not have enough remaining
power for a clean kill.

If you feel you must possess the capa
bility of taking game out to 500 yards, then
look to the super magnums. Represented
here are the 7mm STW and the 7.82
Warbird. They both offer the flat trajectory
and remaining horsepower to harvest
medium game at that range. But there is a
price to pay in the form of lighter recoil.

Recoil

For every action there is an equa and
opposite reaction, but when it comes to
increasing the velocity of a bullet, the reac-
tion on the shooter’'s end is not equal,
because recoil increases at the square of
velocity. For example, if you increase
velocity by 15 percent, you increase recoil
by 32 percent. The same equation holds true
for any increase in bullet weight. It's easy to
see why muzzle brakes are so common on
the big magnums. They, too, come with a
price — obnoxious muzzle blast.

Any hunter shoots better with a level of
recoil he is comfortable with and, after all,
accurate shot placement is the surest ele-
ment of a clean kill. It is often said that a
hunter is not conscious of recoil when
caught up in the excitement of the hunt and
this may betrue. Thetroubleis, flinching is
a subconscious reaction. If arifle has been
punishing your body for weeks at the
shooting range, don’t expect your subcon-
scious reflexes to take a holiday just
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because your conscious thoughts are occu-
pied with the trophy of alifetime.

This doesn’t mean anyone need go afield
under gunned. A bull ek is probably the
toughest game animal in the lower 48, but it
is seldom necessary to take them past 200
yards if a hunter does his job.

The .338-06 is al that is needed for any
elk. This cartridge is relatively easy on the
shoulder and the ears and yet packs plenty of
punch out to 200 yards, or more.

If you want to estimate the recoil of
your particular gun and load, here is a
simple if not absolutely precise formula:
Powder weight in grains plus the bullet
weight in grains multiplied by the powder
weight in grains divided by 80 times the
gun’s weight in pounds.

Brush Deflection

It was once a favorite topic of conversa-
tion which bullet could best plow through
the intervening vegetation and put meat on
the table. Now we know that any shot
through the brush is a poor gamble. A bullet
that will shoot through an engine block will
turn tail and run when it meets a sap-filled
twig. There are however, a few things that
will tilt the odds dlightly in your favor.

Slow heavy bullets have aways been
promoted as the best for hunting in thick
cover, but military testing at Aberdeen
Proving Grounds suggest this theory is only
half right. While a heavy blunt bullet does

show an advantage, high velocity rather than
low velocity seems to be a key factor in get-
ting through the brush. Also, the bullet
should be properly matched to the barrel’s
rate of twist for maximum stability. A bullet
with marginal stability is easily tumbled.

Finally, the bullet should be of heavy
construction. Many times, a fragile bullet
will simply break apart when it meets with
even light resistance.

Summary

The next time someone says one bullet is
vastly superior to another in regards to wind
deflection, take their advice with a grain of
salt and check for yourself. As you can see,
wind deflection varies little among most
medium game cartridges. In case anyone is
still clinging to the “heavy bullet bucks the
wind better” myth, it is interesting to note
the .458 Win. Mag. with 500 gr. bullet drifts
over twice as much at 300 yards as any of
the rounds studied.

As to trajectory, most of our popular
hunting cartridges can be divided into three
categories. the standard rounds, most of
which are based on the .30-' 06 or .308 cases,
the standard magnums such as the 270
Wthby. and 7mm Rem.; and finally, what
might be called the super magnums like the
7mm STW and 7.82 Warbird.

Choosing a cartridge from any category
is a compromise. The standard rounds will
handle most hunting situations, but the pos-

sibility does exist you may have to pass on
atrophy becauseit is out of range. The mag-
nums extend your maximum range but they
kick more, are louder, require a longer
barrel to be effective, and are overly
destructive at close range.

For the vast majority of hunting on this
continent, which of these three categories
you choose is dependent on what range you
plan to be shooting, not on how large the
animal. Any good hunting bullet will expand
quickly, penetrate sufficiently, and deliver
an adequate amount of hydrostatic shock at
an impact velocity of between 2,300 fps to
2,700 fps, provided your bullet is of proper
caliber, weight and construction for the
game you are hunting.

Impact velocities over 2,700 fps will not
kill the animal any deader, but will certainly
waste more meat. The standard cartridges
shown meet the 2,300 fps minimum out to
300 yards. The standard magnums will
extend it to about 400 yards. And the super
magnums will deliver at 500 yards and
more. A simple rule is: If you need more
stopping power, go to alarger caliber. If you
need more range, go to alarger case.
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TO ENTER CONTEST: Use any postcard
(no envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send to
GUNS Magazine, GOM July, P.0. BOX 639033, San
Diego, CA 92163-9033.

Entries must be received before August 1, 2001.
Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

I use an on-line travel service to book

travel accommodations for hunting trips:

(A
(B)
€

Frequently
Sometimes
Never

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

CIRCLE ANSWERSTO QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
(A _(B) (C)

IF 1 WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:

FFL Dealer

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone#_( ) 00000

Store Hours: a.m. thru p.m.

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.
To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws.
Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary.
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.
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You CAN WIN A

Custom FED Model 1911
FROM BURNS CUSTOM AND P-T PARTNERS

his month’s Gun Of The Month prizeis a spectacular custom 1911 FED Model pistol from Burns Custom Pistols

and P-T Partners, a gun dealer specializing in custom firearms. The .45 ACP FED Model is rugged and reliable
— perfect for home defense, duty use or even action-style handgun competition.

The FED Model features a CNC-machined, top-quality slide and frame by Chip McCormick, a match-grade barrel
for supreme accuracy, and a Videcki trigger and Commander-style hammer. The trigger is set at 4 |bs. for safety and
accuracy. The gun also comes with Heinie Slant Pro fixed sights, perfect for duty use or concealed carry.

Thisgun is also fitted with an Ed Brown Tactical thumb safety, a McCormick high-ride grip safety, and Trijicon tri-
tium sight insertsfor low-light shooting. The presentati on-grade coco bolo wood grips are from Hogue Grips. The front
strap features 30 Ipi serrations, while 20 Ipi serrations have been added to the mainspring housing for a reliable grip
under any conditions. The hard chrome Metaloy finish makes this gun nearly impervious to corrosion.

The FED Model 1911 from Burns Custom has a suggested retail value of $1,699. For more information on
owning your own FED Model, or to find out more about the full line of custom gunsmithing services offered by
Burns Custom Pistols, contact the company at (425) 391-3202, or visit them on-line at www.burnscustom.com. For

more information about the quality custom guns available from P-T Partners, contact them at (972) 476-1542, or
visit their website at www.pt-partners.com.



Opposite: The Standard Model levergun, left, and
Henry pump action rifle are delightful .22 rimfire
versions of the vintage .44 rimfire guns.

Below: There’s hardly a shooter around who wouldn’t
appreciate the utility of the Henry Survival Rifle — the
receiver, barrel and magazine slide easily info the butt-
stock, making the whole unit only 16.5" long.

. Zﬂlﬂes

By John Taffin

Whether you enjoy the feel of a Western levergun,
the style of a pump action rifle, or the utility of a
survival gun, Henry has a rimfire rifle for you.
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ifle making was radically changed in 1860 with the
advent of B. Tyler Henry’s revolutionary lever action
ifle. Henry was backed financialy by a man whose

name would soon become a household word — Winchester.
Oliver Winchester and his .44 Rimfire reached the Northern
troops of the Civil War in 1862. That is, for those that could
afford to buy their own. The standard issue rifle was ill a
single-shot muzzleloader, yet there were enough 17-shot
Henrys around to earn it the nickname of “That damned
Yankee rifle that loaded on Sunday and fired all week!”

The 1860 Henry evolved into the 1866 Yellow Boy
with aloading gate replacing the tube loading magazine
of the Henry. By 1873, the .44 Rimfire became the .44
Winchester Centerfire in the new Model 1873 and the
rest, as they say, is history.

A Little Piece Of History

Today the Henry rifle is back in production, not as a
44 Rimfire but as .22 Rimfire. You can now have the feel
of shooting the original without the outlandish outlay of
cash now required to purchase a .44 Henry, which runs
around $15,000 to $20,000 in good shooting condition.

Henry Repesting Arms of Brooklyn, N.Y. offers a stan-
dard Henry .22 levergun in three models. The original with
an 18.25" barrel, a magazine that holds 15 rounds of .22 LR,
and an easy handlin’ weight of 5.25 Ibs. In addition, a spe-
cial Youth Model is 3" shorter with a shorter length of pull
and weighs only 4.5 Ibs.; and finally there is the Large Loop
Mode with a John Wayne-styled large operating lever.

All models are extremely attractive with blued barrel,
genuine walnut forearm and butt stock, and alloy receiver
with a baked-on black finish. The action is unbelievably
smooth. It is, in fact, the smoothest lever action we have
ever experienced. The Henry levergun also comes scope
ready with a grooved receiver and side gjection.

Frontier Magnum

For those that prefer the extra power of the .22 WRM, the
Henry now comes chambered for the Rimfire Magnum with a
magazine that holds 11 rounds and a barrel length of 19.25".

With a $20 SportView scope in place we shot the
Henry at 50 yards with 10 different .22 loadings. Groups
closeto 1" were not all that unusual but surprisingly it
would not shoot either CCl Green Tags or Winchester’s
High Velocity Hollow Points well.

In addition to producing these fine little leverguns,
Henry Repeating Arms is also cataloging a pump action
.22. Some shooters are just as ecstatic about pump rifles
as many of us are about leverguns, and thisoneis a
dandy. With genuine walnut butt stock and forearm,
18.25" barrel, magazine capacity of 15 .22 LR rounds,
and receiver grooved for a scope, the Henry Pump Action
.22 was also fired with the same test rounds as used in
the Henry levergun. Accuracy at 50 yards was approxi-
mately 1.5". However, both Green Tags and Winchester
High Velocity Hollow Points were among the most accu-
rate in this .22. Go figure!

continued on page 64
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ACCURACY RESULTS

Henry Repeating Arms .22 Levergun

Load Velocity Accuracy*
CCl MinMag HP ... ................... 1,264 fps ............. 1.25"
CCI Standard Velocity . ................. 1,022 1fps ............. 1.375"
CCISGB .. ... . 1,281fps ............. 1.625"
CClBlazer .......................... 1,22810s ............. 1.125"
Federal Classic HP . ................... 1,2891fps ............. 1.125"
Remington Yellow Jackets .............. 1,406 fps ............. 1.625"
Winchester Power Points . .............. 1,2551fps ............. 1.375"
Winchester Wildeats . .. ................ 1,2251fps ............. 1.5"
Henry Repeating Arms .22 Pump Action
Load Velocity Accuracy*
CCl MinMag HP ... ................... 1,250fps ............. 2.25"
CCl Standard Velocity ... ............... 1,009fps ............. 1.75"
CCISGB .. ... . 1,279fps ............. 1.625"
CClGreenTag ....................... 1,054 1ps ............. 1.5"
CClBlazer .......................... 1,2321fps ............. 2"
Federal Classic HP . ................... 1,2791f0s ............. 1.625"
Remington Yellow Jackets .............. 1,389fps ............. 1.625"
Winchester Power Points . .............. 1,2621ps ............. 1.375"
Winchester High Velocity HP ... ......... 1,234 1fps ............. 1.375"
Winchester Wildecats . . ................. 1,2181ps ............. 1.5"

*Accuracy measurements are the result of three five-shot groups at 50 yards.
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GOWSOY B00KS

Hotion Shooting Cowboy Style

Thits book will show you the guns, the loads and
ihe leather thal make these events so popular,
Leam everything you need to get stanted in this
exciting sport. Look on as Taffin test all of the
miajar gun types and shows shooters where to
o for what they need.

£39.95 Item # W5723
Y Shooting Colt Single Rctions

Complate examination of the Colt Single fction
inzhuding styles, celibers, accuracy and genefa-
tions. This book also includes information on
Cowhay Action Shooting, single action shoating
tips, single action leather and much more, Black
andd white photos. Softcover, 205 pgs,

525.00 ltem # W3226
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continued from page <None>

Both the Henry Lever Action .22 and
Pump Action .22 carry the same price tag of
a suggested retail of $249.95. In today’s
market that is a great bargain. Both guns
handle .22 Longs as well as .22 Shorts in
addition to LR cartridges. Would you
believe 21 rounds of the quiet .22 Shorts for
in-close shooting where noise is a factor?

Ugly But Sensible

Finally, from Henry Repeating Arms
comes one of the most un-aesthetically
pleasing but most sensible firearms offered
to shooters. Thisis the Henry U.S. Survival
.22. In the past, several manufacturers have
offered this as the AR-7 .22. Now Henry
Repeating Arms is offering their version of
the Air Force Survival Rifle.

This strange looking rifle comes as a
waterproof and weather resistant butt stock
with the rifle and receiver stored inside
aong with two eight-shot magazines. To use
the Survival Rifle, the action and barrel are
removed from the butt, the action installed,
the barrel screwed on and therifleisready to
go. When stowed disassembled, it packs
easily in boat, camper or pick-up. With al
component parts packed in the butt stock,
the Survival is a compact 16.5" in length.

The test gun came only with the rear
peep sight installed, but current models are
now grooved to accept .22 scope mounts. All
of the same .22 loads were used in the
Survival .22 with groups at 25 yards hitting
in the 2" to 3" category. Unlike the other
Henry Models, which accept both .22 Longs
and Shorts, the Survival isfor .22 LRs only.
Remington Yellow Jackets would not feed
from the magazine of the test rifle.

Several versions are offered in the
Survival form. In addition to the $165 stan-
dard model with gray butt stock and black
Teflon coated barrel, the Survival Rifle can
now be had in afull Mossy Oak camo finish
or asilver colored butt stock and barrel. All
versions weigh only 2.5 Ibs. and are a must
for any shooter’s battery. In addition to
breaking down into a very small package,
the U.S. Survival Rifle also comes with a
plastic box with carrying handle.

After shooting big bore sixguns and get-
ting pounded by heavy recoiling rifles it is
aways a pleasure to return to the light recail
and outstanding accuracy of the .22. Henry

rifles fill this niche excep-
™

tionaly well.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Henry Repeating Arms
110 8th St., Dept G
Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 498-5600
www.henryrepeating.com
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S & K_SCOPE MOUNTS - S & K SCOPE MOUNTS - S & K SCOPE MOUNTS

Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

AH in one vlace.

Presents: sKulptured Bases
Smooth Kontoured ngs
PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTS PATENTED #5,533,267

Send For Brochure:

S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E

SUGAR GROVE, PA 16350
Tel: 800-578- 9862 or
814-489-3091

Fax: 814-489-5466
Website:

www.scopemounts.com

TRY THEM!
WEIGH THEM!
USE THEM!
OBVIOUSLY!
FOR LIFE!

Easy Installation
the lightest

the strongest
The Best!
Guaranteed

LHITI

hunters

All Steel, Fully Machined, Windage Mounts
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continued from page 39

short barrel, or RCBS's #45-250 250 gr. FN
and 8.0 grs. of Unique for just over 900 fps.
It isgreat to know that this gun, as small and
light asit is, will also safely handle 300 gr.
bullets at 1,100 fps. They are by no means
pleasant to shoot in such a lightweight
sixgun, but they will get the job done.

Heavy Duty Sixgun

The Tayra is a larger and heavier single
action sixgun from Clements Custom Guns
offered in .45 Colt or .44 Mag. Again,
Clements starts with a stainless steel
Blackhawk, but maintains the factory stain-
less steel grip frame and gector housing,
since the Tayra is not designed as a light-
weight gun, but rather one that will hold up
to constant use of heavy loads.

Theweight in .45 Colt with a 5%" match-
grade bull barrel is 46 ozs. It is, of course,
much more pleasant to shoot with heavy
loads than the little Ermine. It also requires
a sturdy holster and a likewise sturdy car-
tridge belt or quality shoulder holster for
packin’.

The Tayra receives all the same niceties
found on the Ermine, in addition to a specia
heat-treated ejector housing screw to prevent
it from bending under heavy recoiling loads,
awide hammer spur and black micartagrips.
Standard barrel lengths are 4%" or the sup-
plied 5%", with others available at the cus-
tomer’s request.

While the Ermineis a sixgun designed to
shoot |oads tailored to yield 800 fps to 900
fps with 250 gr. to 260 gr. bullets, the Tayra
takes a different tack. This tough sixgun will
take heavy loads al day with nary a
whimper.

Levergun Masterpieces

Clementsis also atop gunsmith when it
comes to leverguns. We had the pleasure of
examining two examples of his levergun
work recently. As with his two sixguns,
these two leverguns were designed to be
used for fun, or for serious hunting.

Clements startswith aMarlin 1894 and fits
amatch-grade barrel with the proper twist for
heavy bullets in .44 Mag. or .45 Colt with a
length of 16%" or 18%". The chambers are cut
tight for each caliber and then the barrel is
free-bored dightly for the best results with
cast bullets. The magazine tube is full-length
to fit either barrel length chosen. Chambered
in .45 Colt with a 16%" barrd, this is one
sweet-shootin’ little levergun.

The action has been smoothed, the
trigger pull — as with the sixguns from
Clements — is set at 3 Ibs. to 3% Ibs,, the
new barrel has been blued, and the factory
sights are replaced with a post front sight
and a Williams rear receiver sight. By
installing a new barrel, the unsightly dove-
tail for the factory rear sight is eliminated.

A wide post is perfect for hunting use but
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not for punching tight little groups in
paper. At least not for us. At a Cowboy
Shooting distance of 25 yards, however, this
little gun practicaly has radar. With 300 gr.
bullets at 1,500 plusfps, thislittle lightweight
carbine would be excellent for deer-size, and
even larger, game. Yes, it kicks with heavy
loads, but Clements Custom Guns provides a
Pachmayr Decelerator pad that helps mini-
mize felt recoail.

Call In The Big Guns

Finaly, we are ready to take on anything
with Clements Custom Guns 1895 Marlin.
Clements starts with a pistol grip stock, as he
has found that this model handles heavy
recoil easier than the better-looking straight
grip stock. You can have aesthetics or com-
fort, but not both. To further reducefelt recoil,
aDecelerator pad is installed.

Several options are offered by Clements
Custom Guns on this model. This gun came
with an 18%" Pac-Nor match grade barrel.
These are threaded, crowned and chambered
in Clements shop. Again, the chambers are
cut tight, and free-boring is used for max-
imum accuracy with cast bullets.

The magazine tube is full-length and
mounted so it puts little or no pressure on the
barrel. Capacity is five rounds of .45-70. The
entire gun is re-finished in a choice of blue or
matte hard chrome and severa sight options
— nine to be exact. For the rear sight, the
choices are an Ashley Ghost Ring or receiver
sights from Lyman or Williams; while the
front can be a black post, black post with a
vertical stripe, or agold bead. This 1895 .45-
70 came set up asahunting gun with aLyman
receiver sight and a black post front sight.

In addition to building complete guns,
Clements also offers upgrades on Marlin
big bore leverguns. Starting with either a
Model 1895SS .45-70 or Model 444 in .444
Marlin, the factory barrel is cut to 18%", and
chambers are re-throated to better handle
cast bullets. The .444 is at its best with 300
gr. cast bullets at 1,900 fps or more, while
the .45-70 thrives on bullets in the 400 gr.
weight range.

The magazine tube is extended to hold
five rounds, and the tube is then re-mounted
to provide the least stress on the barrel. Sight
choices are the same as offered on the 1895,
the dovetails for rear sight and magazine
tube are filled, and the entire gun is then

matte blued or matte hard
™

chromed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACGT:
Clements Custom Guns
61060 Hatley-Detroit Rd., Dept. G
Greenwood Springs MS 38848
(662) 256-9626
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By Charles E. Petty

THE SCHOFTELD ..
MOLEL OF 2000

The second most recognizable revolver of the
frontier is back, from the company that made it
In the first place: Smith & Wesson.

owboy shooting’s growing popularity is largely

responsible for the renewed interest in both old

guns and old cartridges. Manufacturers, both here
and abroad, offer copies — and sometimes
absolutely faithful replicas — of desirable old
guns. To the list of these replicas we can now

add the S&W Schofield.

Maybe even more surprising for today’s s

shooter is the cartridge. It is the .45 S&W, -~
which is not the same as the .45 Colt — but |
that’'s getting ahead of the story. s

Asearly as 1862, Smith & Wesson had | ,_:
been looking at large-caliber break- =
open revolver designs, but it
wasn't until May 1870
that the first

Model 3 |eft the factory. The revolver was originally cham-
bered for the .44 Henry rimfire cartridge. A centerfire adap-
tation, the .44/100 (sometimes known as .44 S& W) came
quickly and was, in turn, replaced by the .44 Russian. The
Model 3 went through many variations, but military con-
tracts with Russia, Turkey and Japan absorbed a large part
of the production.

S&W wanted U.S. military business as well, so the
first Model 3 went to the U.S. Army Small Arms Board.
In December 1870, S&W received an order from the
Army for 1,000 guns. This is where Major George W.
Schofield, later Brevet Colonel (equivalent to today’s Lt.
Col.) enters the picture.

His brother, General John M. Schofield, coinciden-

tally was president of the Small Arms Board. So when
= Major Schofield approached S& W with a
request for a sample gun, he got one, and
later was given very attractive pricing for
guns he might wish to sell.

Opposite: For shooters with a love of
> the Old West, no Italian reproduc-
tion will do — only a Model 3

with the name “Smith &

Wesson” stamped on the

side can ever truly be called

a Schofield. This page: The

V-notch rear and simple half-
round front sights aren’t
made for precision target
shooting, but testing proved
they can be surprisingly accu-
rate.
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Schofield embarked on improving the
gun specifically for use by cavalry troops. He
designed an improvement to the eector
mechanism, as well as a latch that was
mounted on the frame instead of the barrel,
as was the case with other Model 3s. He
received patents for both these improve-
ments. Schofield also went to bat for his
design with the Army, and after testing,
S& W was awarded a contract for 3,000 guns.

From The Horse Soldier’s Mouth

One of the great benefits of the original
Model 3 was that, as the barrel was swung
down, the egjector rose and kicked out the
empties. This, combined with Schofield’s
latch, made it possible for a cavalry trooper
to reload the gun with one hand and still
maintain control of his horse. In contrast,
reloading an SAA is nearly impossible on
horseback unless you use two hands and
have a very trustworthy horse.

The Army was aso buying Colt SAAs
chambered for the .45 Colt cartridge. So the
Schofidd had to be a .45, and the Army
wanted the Colt cartridge. S& W stated that the
rim of the Colt cartridge wastoo small towork
properly with their extractor/ejector and also
that the length of the cartridge would necessi-
tate making alonger cylinder and frame.

Instead, S&W proposed a new cartridge,
the .45 S&W, that would work in their gun
but could be used in the Colt as well. This
proposal was accepted.

The .45 S&W cartridge fired a 250 gr.
lead bullet with a charge of 30 grs. of black
powder. By comparison, the .45 Colt used a
255 gr. bullet with 40 grs. of black powder.

Measurements of current cases confirm
S&W'sargument. The .45 S& W rim is about
0.010" larger than the Colt and the case is
between 0.15" to 0.20" shorter.

The order for 3,000 guns was delivered
to Springfield Armory on July 12, 1875. An
order for an additional 3,000 guns was
received. A change was made in the barrel
latch to make it easier to operate, a change
that created a Second Model Schofield.

Decline Of The Schofield

For an Army that craves uniformity and
simplicity above al, the availability of dif-
ferent types of ammunition posed a logis-
tical problem. Troops armed with Colts
could readily use .45 S& W ammunition, but
the reverse was not true and was probably
the major factor in the relatively short life of
the Schofield.

The last gun was sold in 1878. The total
production, divided between two models,
was 8,969 guns. Today an original Schofield
— even in only fair condition — is worth
well over $1,000 and the price goes up
steeply as condition improves.

When the Army dropped the Schofield,
the used guns were quickly sold through
civilian channels. Even though the Colt
SAA is amost synonymous with cowboys
and the Old West, the fact is that the
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The revolutionary top-break action of the
Schofield was designed to allow the gun to
be quickly reloaded by a mounted soldier.



Schofield was a big player too. It acquired a legend that,
owing to the popularity of nostalgic firearms today, makesit
anatura for a comeback.

S&W Historian Roy Jinks reports that he originaly pro-
posed bringing the Schofield back in 1975 for the company’s
125th anniversary. But that was at the height of the Dirty
Harry craze and the company couldn’t even meet the demand
for the Model 29, so theideawas put on hold. For along time.

Findly, in 1999 the S&W Performance Center was
looking for a product to capitalize on the nostalgia fever.
The Schofield was an idea whose time came again.

A Classic Revived

The new Model 3 Schofield begins life with something
of an identity crisis. S& W’s own literature refers to it both
as Model 3 Schofield and Schofield Model of 2000.

Smith & Wesson obviously wanted to be as faithful as
possible to the original, including the chambering.
Fortunately, Starline Brass had begun production of cases
in response to customer requests, doubtless sparked by a
desire to shoot the correct cartridge in
replicas, even though such replicas are
designed to shoot the .45 Colt.

In keeping with their leading position in

Much of

work involved in building near-custom guns.

According to the Performance Center’s revolver genius,
Jm Rae, completion of the Schofield frame takes three
times longer than one of the current models because so
much work must be done by the hands of skilled craftsmen.
And that's easy to see. When you consider how the barrel
and frame hinge together, it would be hard to get in there
with a machine to do the final fitting, so it is done by hand.

When the mechanical work is done, the gun is hand-pol-
ished and buffed to a mirror shine. That's the only way to
achieve the deep, lustrous blue. The frame and barrel arefin-
ished that way, but the latch mechanism, hammer, trigger,
trigger guard and a portion of the hinge assembly are color
case hardened. The visual effect is really spectacular.

Bringing It Up To Date

A couple of mechanical changes have been made to
conform to current safety and legal standards. Foremost is
the inclusion of a “rotary hammer block safety” that per-

continued on page 74

the Performance

Cowboy ammo, Black Hills began loading
Schofield cartridges in Starline brass with
180 gr. and 230 gr. LRNFP bullets. Here, a
small misnomer creeps in — the name
Schofield is almost accepted as a generic
term, so both use “.45 Schofield” instead of
the historically accurate .45 S&W.

Not only is the caliber appropriate, it is a
great cartridge for reloaders. Loading data has
reappeared in several manuals, good brass is
available from Starline, and a wide variety of
suitable cast bullets are also available.

The only fly in this ointment is that most
standard seating dies will not crimp the shorter
case. In their cowboy die line, RCBS has a
seater that will accommodate either case.

Old Gun, New Technology

The current Schofield is made almost
entirely in S&W’s Performance Center,
but the process begins at the forge.
Production required new forging dies for
both barrel and receiver. The forgings go
into the main plant where they receive
some preliminary machining — called the
“A” operation — that includes making
sure the sides are flat and parallel, as well
as drilling a few critical locating holes.
Any part that is to be machined to precise
dimensions has to have some means of
putting each piece in the right place in the
machine for subsequent operations. The
“A” operations accomplish this.

The partially machined forgings then go
to the Performance Center where the balance
of thework is done on another group of CNC
machine centers dedicated to the specialized

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM

Center’s hand work is visible in
the finish of this new Model 3 —
the frame and barrel feature a
deep blue, while the Ilatch,
hammer and other parts have a
delightful case hardened finish.

Although the new Schofield
includes modern features, such
as a hammer-block safety and
an internal firing pin, the gun
should still be kept with an
emply chamber under the
hammer until ready fto fire.
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NEW ARRIVALS

Check Out These New Books!

The Tap Shoater’s Guide To Cewboy Action Shooting
Hunter Scott Anderson, a.k.a. Bounty Hustar, ks wod hun-
dreds of cowboy action shoating awards both large and
small, Now he gives wou pointers hat will improve your
soodes. Wintten fo help shooters of all skl levels impnove
their game, The Top Shooler's Guide to Gowboy Acton
Shooting provides a deep understanding of the mechanics
neaded (o xcal @ the hothes) shodling Spon i e land,
Softeover, 8 x 11, 211 pages, black and white photes

MP5 Subncaching Gun

Th Hackdar & Koch MPS iz the tzvored submaching gun for
police SWAT and military counter-terrodist teams thoughout
the Westam 'Woeld. This book s the life histany of this leg-
entary military and police firearm, Between these pages. the
author has assemiled a mass o essential sbormatan tar all
users, owners, collacions and admirgrs, Soficover, 11 x B,
205 pages, cobor and black and white phatas,

The AR-13 Compiete Owner's Guide

This book cowver’s the AR-15 223/5.56MM rille and carbine.
It b for anyone Interested in this, the most sersatile nfla Sirs=
tem ever devedoped, whether contémplating one's farst AR-
15 or one's tenth. Includad an the four areas of AR=15 rifles:
Defensive Rife, Hunting, Gompelition, and Fur Shoading.
You will find a straighitoreard approach with usedul infarma-
tion 1o bep you operats, maintain and trowble shoeot your
AR-15. Soflcaver, 5x 7, 212 pages, black and white pholios.

Precision Sheoting At 1,000 Yards

This history of leng-range shooting 15 packed Tull of infar-
mlion on precisian shooting. Govers grownd fram infa-
oS Civil War marksmin up theough 1he technalogy of
Tostlay. A st for the skilled marksman with a fascination
wilh the “leng shot”. Sofcover, 8-1/2 x 11, 256 pages,
back and white photos.
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continued from page <None>

forms exactly the same function as the
one in their present guns: It prevents the
hammer from striking the firing pin unless
the trigger is pulled all the way to the rear.

Another change moves the firing pin
from the hammer to an internal position —
again similar to present production. But we
need to keep in mind the precautions
advised for all single-action revolvers:
Keep an empty chamber under the firing
pin except when actually shooting. S&W
includes a sheet of instructions specific for
the Model 3, in addition to other normal
paperwork.

One deviation from the original, and our
only mgjor criticism, involvesthe finish of the
stocks. Even though they are walnut, properly
shaped, and bear the original inspector’s car-
touche “JFEC,” for JF.E. Chamberlain, they
are finished with a synthetic of some kind
instead of the ail finish used on the originals.
It just doesn't look right.

Almost all functions involving the gun
require that the hammer be placed on the
half-cock notch. The latch cannot be
opened without this position, but it also
releases the cylinder stop, which means the
cylinder is free to rotate. When you're
loading to shoot immediately you can
simply position the empty chamber under
the firing pin and cock the gun in a normal
manner. Thiswill bring up alive round and
lock the cylinder in place. But if you're
going to holster the loaded gun — as
cowboy shooters do — the cylinder needs
to be locked on that empty hole. The
instructions tell you how to do this.

Revolver shooters today are used to
being able to remove a single screw to take
the cylinder out for cleaning. Actually you
do that on the Schofield too, but at consider-
ably greater peril. The barrel portion of the
latch mechanism also serves to retain the
cylinder, so disassembly requires pushing
that part of the latch up out of the way — a
feat accomplished by simply removing the
rearmost screw on the latch.

This, however, is an operation that
shouldn’t be done too often. The screw is
long and thin with fine threads, and it must
pass through the left side of the latch and a
holein the barrel and then engage threads on
theright side. The latch is very snugly fitted
to the barrel — it requires a gentle tap with
a nylon mallet to move it — and precise
alignment to get the screw back in.

Of course, the screw dot is pretty fine, so
without a properly fitting screwdriver, there
is a rea risk of marring things. And you
don’t gain much by taking it apart. The only
thing you can’t reach by just opening the
gun is the area of the top strap over the
cylinder. Since the radius of the top strap
matches that of the cylinder — and the parts
are closdly fitted — no daylight is visible
between them. Yes, some soot will accumu-
late there, but unless something builds up to
the point that it interferes with cylinder rota-
tion, it's best left alone.
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History Comes To Life

Black Hills provided some .45 Schofield
ammo for our test. To be honest, we had
never fired a round of this, and while we
really didn’t expect it to be much different, it
sure was fun. The shape of the Schofield’'s
grip is very similar to that of the SAA, so
you get anicerolling feel from recoil — not
that it isin any way substantial.

The gun is demanding to shoot because of
a very heavy trigger that weighs 6.5 Ibs.
S&W reports that this is deliberate to be sure
that the gun conforms to regulations from
states like Massachusetts and California. Rest
assured however, that gunsmiths are planning
way's to make the trigger more user-friendly.

Black Hills offers two factory loads: a
180 gr. LRNFP at 805 fps and a 230 gr.
LRNFP a 710 fps from the 7" barrel.
Accuracy is simply superb. Groups under 2"
a 25 yards came when we did everything
just right, but errors of trigger control or sight
alignment could easily double the group size.

After quite a bit of informal plinking, it
was time to put up atarget at 25 yards. The
first shot using a dead center hold, plopped
solidly inside the “X” ring. So did three
more, with a single 10 to mess things up.

The sights are a little coarser than most
of today’s guns. Therear isa“V” cut in the
latch mechanism and the front sight is about
0.07" wide. It only takes a little while to
adjust to them, and the “V" notch really can
be quite precise.

Therewill betwo digtinctly different points
of view about what to do with this gun. The
purist collector will keep it unfired and in the
lovely oak case with the Performance Center
sedl on the top. But some shooters will shoot
them. After al, that's what you' re supposed to
do with guns— and this oneis ajoy to shoot.
Either way, this is a neat gun and a worthy
addition to anyone's callection.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GONTACT:
Smith & Wesson Inc.
2100 Roosevelt Ave., Dept. G
Springfield, MA 01102
(800) 3310852
Www.smith-wesson.com

A great deal of historical information is
available about both the Schofield and the
numerous Model 3 variations. The author
would like to acknowledge the following
books as sources for the historical informa-
tion presented in this feature:

History of Smith & Wesson by Roy Jinks,
available from Smith & Wesson (800) 331-
0852, www.smith-wesson.com

Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson by
Supica and Nahas, available from Krause
Publications (715) 445-2214

Smith & Wesson Revolvers by John E.
Parsons and Smith & Wesson Hand Guns
by Roper and McHenry, are out of print,
but may be available from Bibliofind at
www.bibliofind.com or Harvest

Booksearch (800) 563-1222, or
www. harvestbooks.com. 5
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CharlesIDaly

The Shooting Sports Specialist™

’ TouGH TO BEAT

AT ANY PRICE

AT CHARLES DALY WE
MARRY OUR TRADITION
OF QUALITY AND PER-
FORMANCE TOGETHER
WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART
TECHNOLOGY TO REDEFINE

THE CLASSIC 1911-A1.

www.charlesdaly.com
866-DalyGun

Custom Crafted Shotguns,
Rifles and Handguns

mmmmmmmm
RETAIL PRICE §15

Never before has there been
a material this viscous. The
Nemesis, pocket holster will
absulutaliy not move out of
osition in your pocket. The
msn:la is made of slick pack
cloth for a no-friction draw, and
the core is just the right amuunt
- of foam to break ur; outling
- of the gun. Available for most
pocket-size revolvers and autﬂa.
Please visit your authorized
DeSantis dealer iud ,ar send

$5.00 for our full-color catalog. -
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Dual Advantage Holster
From Don Hume

The Dua Advantage Holster from Don Hume
L eathergoods features a belt loop design that permits it to be
worn in the small of the back or on the hip. The holster isform
molded for all popular semi-
automatics and revolvers and
provides a snug, compact, con-
cealable carry. Availablein plain
black or rich saddle brown. For
more information, contact Don
Hume Leathergoods, PO. Box,
Miami, OK 74355,
telephone: (918) 542-6604,
FAX: (918) 542-4340, e-mail:
don_hume@mmind.net,
Website: www.don hume.com

Trigger Pull Gauge
From Lyman Products

Lyman's new electronic dig-
ital trigger pull gauge measures
accurately to within 1/10 of an
ounce, with a working range of
zero to 12 pounds. It has a large
LCD display and is push button oper-
ated for zero, clear and averaging
functions. It can aso be converted to
read in kilograms. The guage can take
multiple readings and compute the
averagein an instant. For more infor-
mation, contact Lyman Products,
475 Smith St., Middletown, CT
06457, telephone: (860) 632-2020,
FAX: (860) 632-1699, e-mail:
lymansales@cshore.com,
Website: L
www.lymanproducts.com

New Benchrest

From Varmint Masters Cowhoy Action Holster

N From DeSantis
The BR P'Vﬁt IS af new portable DeSantis commemorates one of the leg-
precision benchrest from Varmint ends of the Old West with its new Doc

Masters. Features include a solid, Holliday Cowboy Action competition hol-

roomy. Edge-glued laminated hard- ster. The Doc Holliday comes in both tradi-
wood bench top, folding tripod legs, tional and crossdraw styles. Crafted from
Lyl emjLsteie T UGV e arouric. premium saddle leather, it features a full
The BR Pivot benchrest rotates afull suede lining and a distinctive hand-
360 degrees. The synthetic bearings stamped border decoration. Accommodates single action revolvers
deliver quite operation and long life with barrels measuring 3-1/2 and 4-3/4 inches and belts measuring
and the fully adjustable padded seat 2-1/4 inches or narrower. Available in tan as pictured or black. For
provides maximum comfort. The more information, contact DeSantis Gunhide, 149 Denton Ave., New
benchrest sets up in one minute Hyde Park, NY 11040, telephone: (516) 354-8000, FAXZ: (516)

without tools. For a detailed brochure 354 7501 www.desartisholsters.com
with pricing, contact Rick Vecqueray, ' '

Varmint Masters, PO. Box 6724,
Bend, OR 97708, telephone: (541)
318-7306, www.varmintmasters.net

4
E-Bolt 209 Rifle

From Traditions

The new E-Bolt 209 bolt-action
muzzleloader rifles from Traditions
have a primer ignition system that
delivers a 150-grain magnum powder
charge accurately and reliably. Key
features include quick release bolt
that covers the breech to keep out
rain, snow and dirt, adjustable Lite
Optic sights and a performance barrel
with the new 1 in 28 twist rifling to
shoot saboted bullets. Other important
features are the checkered synthetic
stock, rubber recoil pad, a field breech
plug/nipple wrench, synthetic ramrod and
a lifetime warranty. For more informa-
tion, contact Traditions Performance
Firearms, 1375 Boston Post Rd., Old
Saybrook, CT 06475, telephone: (860)
388-4656, FAX: (860) 388-4657, e-mail:
info@traditionsfirearms.com, Website:
www.traditionsfirearms.com
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M77 Compact Rifle
From Sturm, Ruger

Ruger has expanded it popular line of M77 bolt-action rifles to include two compact
versions. The M77CR MKII features a blued barrel finish and the KM77CRBBZ MKII a
stainless steel barrel. The blued model comes with a polished American walnut stock and
the stainless has a black laminate hardwood stock. Both have 16.5-inch barrels and are
availablein .223 Rem., .243 Win., .260 Rem. And .308 Win. Suggested retails price is $699
for the stainless and $649 for the blued. For more information, contact Sturm, Ruger & Co.,
200 Ruger Rd., Prescott, AZ 86301, tel ephone (520) 541-8820, FAX: (520) 541-8850,
WWW.ruger- flrearmscom o

Super Ma Pnum Shotguns
From Remington Arm

Remington’s two new Super Magnum Camouflage “ Special Purpose Watefowl” shot-
guns deliver reliable performance at long range. The Model 11-87 SPS delivers impressive
power with its3-1/2-inch magnum shotshells. The Model 870 SPS comes in two different
barrel lengths, 26 and 28 inches. Both new models are camouflaged in Mossy Oak Break- f
Up pattern synthetic stock and feature twin bead sights and vent rib barrel with choke. 'ﬂl" mﬂl‘"&

(332)0;218?;% ilnlf,o\:vr\?v?/tvi.cr)gr,n (i:gg;tﬁc%?nﬂi ngton Arms Co., telephone: (800) 243-9700, FAX: N Ew F RO D U CTS

visit our website
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Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2000 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

ACCESSORIES

LEATHER JACKETS! FREE BROCHURE. BOX
1222GM, ANDREWS, TEXAS 79714. (915) 523-
4389.

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

Mail Order Hunting and Shooting free gifts, big sav-
ings. Send $1.00 (refundable) to Carlson’s
Gunsmithing, 309 Thomas St., N. Wilkesboro, NC
28659. 336-927-5437.

L. M
;e

P.O. Box 399, Clarkston, WA 99403

(509) 758-7251

Tactical Shotgun Mounts
Flashlight-laser combination
or Flashlight mounts.
Unique one piece design.
6061-T6 aluminum
Fits extended or large capacity
magazine tubes.
1" or 26mm diameters
Patent Pending

THE RINGC

100% ONLY
American

made indi- $20995
vidually

hand-crafted

made from Each rig is
the finest custom
vegetable made, fully
tanned lined and
leather available
Black Hill in Natural
Leather Russet,
fashion their Dark
Chestnut
the late 1800's and Black

Send $3 for color brochure

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather
410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434 Fax: 956-712-8330
“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com
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GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel,
Parkerizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stain-

less). We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806

714) 634-9254 RIUTACIHEICHAINE FAX: (714) 634-9382
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2000. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print cleary. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-8525.
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BLUE RIDGE
Machinery & Tools
PO Bax 536-0,
Hemricang W 255346
B00-87I-651M)
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AMMUNITION

Your Choice:
models of
Bullet Swage

Presses...
Make any bulgd you can mag-
ire, from &irgun pedlogs o Bnned
shofqunsiugs, 12 cal, sof ponts
1o mul-nckel 50 BAMG, Bad or
i.'.||:i-il'.':5-\. Corbin makps 10oks and
gispphias o halp o baooema a
weorkd-cliass bullist makos! Wiy
wail avry kongar
Wowkd lasder In Bulal Swaging sysieams

Infa ™ & Handbook 113 + T-Book Pak M7 e 0k

CERSIN [
PO Box 2659, White City, OR 97503

Phona 541-828-5211 Fax 541-826-8660
WEW.SWage.com  salesd@ corbins.com

BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small
business. Grants/loans to $2,200,000.00.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com).

recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

Free
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FIREWORKS INSTRUCTION MILITARY SURPLUS
FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM PER- Gunsmithing School, Troy, N.C. offering associate
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE, degree. NRA short-term Gunsmithing and Knife

NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITANIUM
POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS, 100'’s of chem-
icals, WATERPROOF FUSE, PAPER
TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES,
NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS,
VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS,
SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”
BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00: PYROTEK,
P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656.
(570)256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

Cars from $500! Police impounds and reposses-
sions. For listings: 800-319-3323 ext. C587.

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES NATIONWIDE. Every
brand. Shipped to your door from Native Indian
Territory. Pay no state or federal taxes. 888-339-
1816. FOD: 281-398-5611 #100. Price list:
usaSMOKES, Box 218650-G, Houston, Texas
77218. Order online: usaSMOKES.com

([(310) 657-6333) Beverly Hills. A 0213

making seminars. Ask about Taxidermy program.
(800) 839-6222. www.montgomery.cc.nc.us

Bodyguard, CCW, Tactical, and Firearms Training in
S. CA. 714-647-6662 or www.securityopsgroup.com

lr.\,n-q i |i'|'|,' of il!rFIH'.
CROEmEnL, advemiing!
Leam from the RIEAL
LR parLs:
Investigatbon=Surveillince =Skiptracing
Start Your Own Business
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Lonivgdl Simies Acmdenny
D Provate Investigaibon

PO Box 2133 (GM)

GUN PARTS

PARA ORDMANCE PRO SHOP

COMPLETE INVENTORY OF ORIGINAL
FACTORY REFLACEMENT PARTS

Cwigiral Feplacemant Mapazng Parts
Lipgrade with Limiied Sares pats
Blus or Hainfess
Para Ordnancs Ciotheng. Hals
T, Shooting Shirts, Pola’s and manal

FARA DRDNANMCE PRO SHOP
1300 Indusirial Hey, Suile #8-3
Southampton, FA 18966-4029

Mon-Fri 9:00am-4:00pm EST
215-322-9227

W R com  E-mal crakgh 454 @ el com

VISIT OLUR 5PY SHOP
=n The Waorld Wide Weh™
AR ["- :|.'|.'|‘|.|!'|.'I|..':. sl
“{dn The Sonsel Sirip™
B3] 9-8521 W, Sunsei Blwd,
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I Agency ® Pl Acadeny * Spy Shap

Dafine overZS0 vertipaiion-surveiliance

conmiermaearures products, bools & videos!!

GUNS FOR SALE

PRIVATE COLLECTION. FOR LIST (FREE).
PHONE 706-376-3082. FAX 760-376-1252. JAKE,
BOX 234, KERNVILLE, CA 93238.

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch” illus-
trated mail order catalog $5, subscription $35. We
buy collections. Consignment, auction, appraisal.
Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040, Lenexa, KS
66285. Jim Supica, President. (913)492-3000.

GUNSMITHING

If you answer YES
YOU CAN ENGRAVE

i = == = = == YES NO

You like to work with
your hands and tools. I:I I:I
O O

You can use a pen or pencil
for ordinary writing.

r———-------1

I#GPC_ g Be A I
1gg ) Gun Repair,
| Professional I
100% Guaranteed!
| Fast and Easy |
I At Home Video | nstruction I

Learn to repair and customize
I Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns. l

1800-797-0867 1

www.americangunsmith.coml
American Gunsmithing Ingtitute

e, sacrat

ho
from a World Famous F..I'.I!
Best Course - Lowest Costl

88-337-88391

GLOBAL INVESTIGATION, Swite 41

regE Call: 8

KNIVES & SWORDS

US Military Equipment & Camo !

T {atake, Lsiss peaos any plor . [rali
& 5 -
Ly pas b, Heomioiomt il il

Sabdy cazslleg, THLEEE, ML FRER & lasmapands
N SN 11618 checi om o R L N

- T - N o
G el
MISCELLANEOUS

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.

(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)
CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and

Investigation Equipment $2., IPEC Department
G900, P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

INVENTORS: Do you have an idea for a new or
improved product? Let us help you submit to industry.
Patent services. Call toll free 1-888-439-IDEA.

Indoor Targets - Silhouette, Varmints, Small Game,
Sighting, Bullseye - Scaled 50 ft ($5.95 per 20 plus
$1.00 S/H) Specify set. Check or MO to: Neil Terrell,
at PO Box 66370 Dept G, Chicago, IL 60666-0370.

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number. Catalog Free. Seven Seas, 824
Symphony Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-
1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

OPTICS

OPTIMA 2000 BY TASCO. 4 OR 8 MOA DOT, FREE
WEAVER MOUNT INCLUDED $149.95. MOUNTS
FOR GLOCK, COLT 1911, SIG, BERETTA $39.95.
M/C OR VISA (317)326-7825. www.indyoptics.com

US NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
most competitive pricing. Night Vision Goggles,
Monoculars, Night Vision Weapon Sights, Camera
Adaptable Night Vision. We carry all major brands and
manufacturer our own exclusive line. CALL FOR
YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-4020. Visit us on
the web at www.usnightvision.com. US Night Vision
Company, 5122 Bolsa Avenue, Suite #103, Huntington
Beach, CA 92649. 714-901-2626. Fax 714-899-4485.

BINOCULAR CITY - Supermarket for quality binoc-
ulars, riflescopes, spotting scopes. Why pay more!
Zeiss, Leica, Swarovski, Fujinon, Docter, Steiner,
KOWA, B & L, Schmidt & Bender, Swift, Geovid,
Pentax, Leupold, Trijicon, Kahles, Nikon, Sightron,
Weaver, Burris, Redfield, Microvideo, Pinholevideo
Cameras. Showrooms - Mpls. - St. Paul - Prices
1-800-473-1621.

RifleScopes.com

{972)-223-05000  H-5 st

5. W.F.A., Inc.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches. Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists. BPEC Department G3000,
BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California 92552-7240.

You enjoy the satisfaction D D LEATHERCRAFT REAL ESTATE
of making things.
- : GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
Our easy-to-learn engraving techniques MILITARIA (including  agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.

and tools are just a call away

1-800-835-3519

FAX: 316-343-9640  e-mail: GRS@GRStools.com
GRS Tools * 900 Overlander Rd. ® Emporia, KS 66801

WWII NAZI/JAPANESE RELICS! Authentic pre-
1945 weapons, daggers, uniforms, medals, hel-
mets. The best militaria catalog in the business!
Four monthly illustrated catalogs, $10. Telephone:
763-689-1146. Military Warehouse, Box 261-C,
Cambridge, MN 55008.

(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free

recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

5 Acre Parcels Btwn. Elko & Wells Nv. from;$5,950.00
$75 dwn, $75 month. Incl. 9.5% int., Trust & Service
fee (No Cr. Qualifying) Surveyed & Staked, Gravel
Road Access. Toll Free 1-800-240-6847.
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Get all four of these Special Editions and Save $7.85! Individually they'd cost you $39.80.
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EAEMEIINSIDER

ne thing that is true of al shooting ranges

from the high-tech, big-city indoor

shooting range to the country hillside — is

that interesting targets are more fun than boring

ones. That being the case, the new line of Predator

targets from Wholesale Targets should be, if you'll
forgive the pun, a blast.

This line of 23"x35" color targets includes 65

different photo-realistic subjects. Designed to

enhance police officers’ target recognition skills

L.A. Residents
BITE THE BULLET

f you are alaw-abiding gun owner living in Los
I Angeles, stand by for yet another assault on your

Second Amendment rights courtesy of the city
government. According to a report by MSNBC, the
L.A. City Council voted 11 to 1 on April 3to enact a
ban on ammunition sales within city limits.

Of course, they're not presenting this as an out-
right ban. According to the council, this legidation

in live-fire practice houses, the Predator
series features a band of baddies straight out
of apolice line-up — caught-in-the-act crim-
inals, drug dealers and deranged maniacs
wielding guns, knifes and blunt instruments.
It also features some more thought-pro-
voking targets — a school girl with a book-
bag and a .25 auto; a corporate executive
complete with ID badge and salon hairstyle
carrying a gun into the workplace; and even
an attractive, bikini-clad model who may
divert your gaze away from her low-held
1911 with other, ahem, notable features.

If you run a police tactica training facility,
these targets will be great teaching tools. Even
if you're just enjoying some target practice at
thelocal range or the north 40, a Predator target
can add a bit of interest to your next shooting
session. Contact the manufacturer at (888) 449-
9699, or www.whol esal etargets.com.

will only prohibit certain types of “especidly
damaging (ammunition) designed to inflict
great bodily trauma.” What does that mean?
According to the proposal, this will diminate
“bullets of greater than .46 caliber, fragmenta-
tion bullets, magnum load bullets and hard pen-
etrating bulletsthat can blow through concrete.”
Can you think of any ammunition that couldn’t
be made to fal under one of those criteria?
Maybe a.25 ACP FMJ— maybe.
Make no mistake, this watered-down ban
wasn't dueto any restraint or second thoughts on
the part of the City Council. The report states:
“Five council members sought unsuccessfully
to pass a tota ban on ammo sales ... But the
majority of the council said that apartial anmo
ban would be more likely to stand up against
legal challenges.” (Read — if they could have
gotten away with an outright ban, they would
have) Final approval of the new law is
expected within 30 days — and alot of other
city governments across the country are
undoubtedly watching to see how this ordi-
nance faresin L.A.

101 Women Say “Thanks VPC”

group dedicated to furthering the cause of

gun control, released the results of its latest

study recently. According to the VPC: “For every

101 women who are shot and killed, only one
woman uses a gun to kill an attacker.”

Interestingly, the VPC uses this data to assert

A) that gun manufacturers have used negligent

marketing tactics to create unrealistic expectations

in the minds of female gun buyers, B) that a

woman who buys agun for self-protection puts her

The Violence Policy Center, a “research”

family at risk, and C) that there should, of
course, be more gun control laws.

In redlity, the VPC's study seems to be a
validation for the few women who have made
the choice to buy a gun and take responsibility
for their own safety. We suspect that the 101
women who were caught without a means of
self-defense might disagree with the VPC's

interpretation of the data — if they
1

were still dive to talk about it.

BY SCOTT FARRELL

BY THE

NUMBERS

67:x47

Minimum size, in inches, of
handguns that would —be
allowed for sale in Los Angeles
under a bill, currently being
considered by the L.A. City
Council, which seeks to pro-
hibit “ultra compact” firearms.

(Source: Firearm Business)

30

Employees, out of 35, of the
Million Mom March organiza-
tion that were laid off on March
9. According to MMM founder
Donna Thomasses, even though
the group is running low on
funding, the layoff is “not a sign
that support for gun control is
waning.”

(Source: www.millionmom-
march.com)

24

State legislatures which
have enacted preemption laws
to prevent cities from filing
lawsuits against the gun
industry — including, most
recently, Louisiana, where the
supreme court upheld the state
statute in a decision passed on
April 3.

(Source:
release)

QUOTE of the MONTH:

k4 have never felt | was being

ill-treated by the press — ill
treated by Barbara Streisand,
maybe. But Ms. Streisand, |
suggest, is inadequately edu-
cated on the Constitution of the
United States. 37

NSSF  press

NRA president Charlton Heston,
on whether pro-gun Republicans are
misrepresented by the liberal media.

(Source: Excite News)
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With Our-Exclusive  \} —
Staged'Dotible Action™ \%

Our ever popular
Model 85 with \
Concealed Hammer :
Five shot .38 Spl. +P
weighs only 13 ounces
in Ultra-Lite™ Titanium!

Perfect for back-up, | o/
off duty, and @
lawful concealed carry. 9
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www.taurusu

Taurus Security System included at no additional cha
For information about a FREE trigger lock for your Taurus, call (305) 624-11 5 or visit us on the web.



50 AE Titanium Gald Finish

For hunting. seif-defense, competitive shooting, or just
sl Magnum plinking and blasting,. theres no other shooting experience
like the Desert Eagle Pistol. In .50 Magnum, it makes incredible
.44 Magnum noise, In new 440 CorBon Magnum, its the ultimate hunting
machine. In .44 or .357 Magnum, youll own the range.
They're all exciting guns with astonishing firepower. But
340 Cor=Bon manageable recoil lets you shoot all day.

Magnum The latest upgrade of the Desert Eagle Pistol, known as
the Mark XIX, offers true interchangeability. Buy one gun and
you can have another simply by switching components.

-50 Magnum see your dealer today for the Mark XIX Desert Eagle Pistol.

Magnum Research, Inc.
1-800-772-6168 763-574-1868
wwwW.magnumresearch.com
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