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LETTER OF THE MONTH

What Are You Wearing?
I’ll admit it: I knew nothing about hunt-

ing clothes. I’ve bought a lot of parkas, over-
alls and boots for hunting over the years, but
I’d always just assumed that Cordura,
Polartec, Saddlecloth and whatever were all
just fancy names for “warm clothes.”

So, when I read your article (“High-Tech
Hunting Clothes,” GUNS, Dec. ’00) I was
surprised to learn that all of those various fab-
rics and insulations have a specific purpose
and place in a hunter’s wardrobe. Your article
was far more informative than the average
clerk in the Wal-Mart hunting section — in
fact, you made me aware of a few new items
that I didn’t even know existed. (Scent-
absorbing fabric? What a great idea for
bowhunting. I’m going to look into expand-
ing my wardrobe before the next season.)

Thanks for a great, informative article
that all hunters should be required to read
before they open up their checkbook at their
local sporting goods store. I bet you saved a
lot of hunters from buying clothes that don’t
really do what they want them to do — and
made a few embarrassed to know that they’d
bought some stuff they didn’t really need.

Tim Brown
Minneapolis, Minn.
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LETTERS TO GUNS

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to: 
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 
Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

The Myth Of The Mouth
In “Common Myths Of Headspace”

(“Crossfire,” Dec. ’00), James White claims
that the idea of a rimless pistol cartridge
headspacing on the case mouth is a “myth,”
and that such cartridges headspace on the
extractor. Headspacing and support of such
cartridges as the .45 ACP and the 9mm is, in
fact, on the case mouth, and reloads for these
cartridges must not be crimped so deeply as
to eliminate the headspace area. A cartridge
with a deep crimp may fire even without
proper support, but accuracy will be erratic
and pressures may be excessive as the case
mouth intrudes into the barrel leade, which
is sized only for the diameter of the bullet.

A quick look at any Model 1911-type .45
pistol will show that the extractor does not,
and is not intended to, hold the case back
against the breech face and provide proper
headspace. That function is, the role of the
chamber shoulder in the barrel. I know of no
pistol chambered for a rimless case in which
the extractor is intended to provide case sup-
port and headspace control. The “myth” is
correct and White’s concept is wrong.

James E. Keenan
Middletown, Md.

The Post Office Delivers
Regarding “The .450 Marlin” by Jon

Sundra (GUNS, Dec. ’00), while your
knowledge of the .450 Marlin may be right
on the money, your knowledge of postal
workers is sadly lacking, as seen in the com-
ment: “A scoped levergun may be as much
of an oxymoron as a postal worker.” I find
this very offensive!

My husband and myself are both postal
workers. I can assure you our jobs are a lot
more strenuous and mentally exhausting than
you would ever consider. When was the last
time you did physical work non-stop for 12 to
16 hours? Most days are spent without even a
lunch break. I doubt you have ever done any
of this. While I’m aware the general public
doesn’t think we really do anything but drive
around all day, you as a writer should be more
careful in choosing your words. 

To print such a derogatory remark about
something you obviously know nothing
about shows a severe lack of judgement on
your part, and very little, if any, research.
I’m sure that we are not the only postal

workers who are avid hunters and lawful
gun owners. I feel you owe all postal
workers an apology.

Maria M. Sudduth
Bumen, Ga.

A Plague Of Hornets
Thanks to Dan Johnson for his informa-

tive introduction of two new components for
all of us Hornet fans (“Handloading The .22
Hornet,” Dec. ’00). As he mentioned, incon-
sistent accuracy had also plagued me in the
past despite two fine Hornet rifles: a Kimber
Cascade and a Ruger 77. 

The Hornet is perhaps the smallest round
regularly reloaded with expectations of fine
accuracy. A 1 gr. change in powder charge
that might be negligible in a larger cartridge,
like the .30-’06, could represent an 8 percent
variation in the diminutive Hornet.

I have finally achieved consistent results by
thinking of my Hornets as wildcat/benchrest
rounds — the .22 Hornet Benchrest. All cases
are carefully prepped, and powder charges
weighed to within 1/10 grain. Like Johnson, I
have found that partial sizing and the use of the
Lee Factory Crimp die are critical steps. Small
pistol primers also add to round-to-round uni-
formity and seem perfectly adequate to ignite
such small charges.

Robert Cleveland
Rcrosby825@aol.com

Not As New As You Think
As concerns the “Gun of the Month” in 

continued on page 12

Errata
In “Hunting Elk Creek” (GUNS, Nov.

’00), the acreage of Vermejo Park Ranch is
incorrectly listed as 500 acres. The Ranch
comprises 500,000 acres. GUNS apolo-
gizes for the error.

“Return of the Buntline” (GUNS, Dec.
’00) includes the statement, “Loading
some 255 gr. cast bullets over 7.2 grs. of
Winchester 231 and 6.0 grs. of TiteGroup
raised velocities ...” The correct statement
should read “Loading some 255 gr. cast
bullets over 7.2 grs. of Winchester 231 or
6.0 grs. of TiteGroup ...” GUNS apologizes
for this error and reminds readers that it is
always important to check loading data in
the manufacturers’ loading manuals before
handloading any ammunition.
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GUNS, November 2000, perhaps the Casull
CA 2000 should be called a diminutive gun
re-created for discreet concealed carry.

I am in possession of a five-shot
revolver, manufacturer unknown, cham-
bered in 6mm. Cartridge brass is Berdan
primed center fire, and head-stamped Velo-
Dog. The similarity between the two
revolvers is noteworthy, particularly the
fold-up trigger.

This relic was retired when ammunition
became obsolete on the modern market.
Legend has it that the revolver was used by
European bicyclists to ward off attacks by
unfriendly watchdogs and their ilk.

I always smile and get a sense of satis-
faction every time the facts prove that what
goes around, comes around and the more
things change, the more they stay the same.

Zack F. Ziobro
Lemont, Ill.

Kevlar And Sharp Objects
In the December 2000 edition of

“Crossfire,” a reader made reference to the
idea of police vests as protection against
edged weapons (“Diallo: Justified And
Necessary”). The issue was whether an officer
faced with a knife or ice-pick attack had a
useful level of protection by virtue of his vest.
The answer: nothing to bet your life on.

The fibers of a vest will separate or cut to
allow passage of a sharp weapon. In contrast to
the tip of a blade, a bullet is blunt and will
impact a large number of fibers, which will
resist entry. Hoping a blade will strike a rein-
forced liner panel and be retarded is foolhardy.
It is common in knife attacks for such
assailants to strike quickly and repeatedly.
People who attack with knives are often highly
emotionally charged and aggressive assailants.

Vests used by police are correctly referred
to as bullet-resistant, not knife-resistant.

James D. Williams
Memphis, Tenn.

Vat Do You Vant In A Pistol?
I picked up the September 2000 issue and

lo and behold, Teutonic perfection on the
cover (“HK USP Expert .45,” Sept. ’00). I
know, I know, I can already hear the sabers
clearing the scabbards. Hold your horses,
before the command to “affix bayonets” to
your 1911s is given, I give you the prover-
bial “other side of the coin.”

Heckler & Koch came to the American
shooter and asked him what he wanted in a
pistol. Since their target group of pistoleros
had been weaned on the 1911 for the past 80
years, naturally they chose those features
that were on the 1911.

The USP can be carried “locked and
cocked,” just like the slab side. True, it
doesn’t have the beavertail grip safety, but it
doesn’t need it. While I would not hesitate to
carry a 1911 into combat (there is a reason the

CROSSFIRE
continued from page 10
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Marines damn near revolted when the
U.S. went to the wussy-nine), I wouldn’t
without putting the old horse through its
costly paces. The fact that I may be deployed
with the Corps means that my USP is going
with me — straight out of the box, I might
add.

So, put your sabers back in your scab-
bards, lest you fall on them. Sure, Kimber,
Springfield and Para-Ordnance have made
great strides in 1911 technology, but it has
taken them 89 years to do it (God bless Mr.
Browning). HK’s engineers just brought an
outstanding design in from the cold and
perfected it.

Lance Cpl. A.C. Anderson
Dan_Neff@hotmail.com

Get Off The Mount!
I just finished, for the second time, “Elk

Rifles” in GUNS, November 2000, since it took
two times through to digest what was written.
Before I respond to the article, it was a joke ...
right? And if it wasn’t a joke, I’d really like to
know who came down from the mount and
decided we all need to buy a .338 Win. Mag. to
go elk hunting. I’ve seen a lot of elk killed up
our way and most of it was with the old stand-
bys and not the .338 Win. Magnum.

One old boy up here gets his elk every
year with a .243 Winchester. I’ve seen them
killed with everything from the .270 Win. to
the venerable .30-30. 

Just in case you’re wondering, I carry a
Model 700 Mountain Rifle in .280 Rem. with
160 gr. Nosler Partition bullets. Which brings
up the real point you should have made:
Killing an elk has everything to do with the
right bullet at the best possible velocity, and
hitting the animal where it will put it down,
not depending on some magical “you’ve got
to have a bullet this big, or else.”

Daryl Taramasso
Stevensville, Mont.

The Hard-Working Enlisted Man
In the article, “The Future Of The

Service Handgun” (GUNS, Nov. ’00), Ayoob
states that “people in the artillery use hand-
guns.” I have been in the artillery for 16
years, three years active duty and 13 years in
the Pennsylvania National Guard. The only
people I have ever seen issued a handgun
were the medics and officers ranking captain
and above. Some people in my Guard unit
carry a squad auto weapon, but most of us
carry a good old M-16 (not the new A-1s) or
a few M-203s.

I wish I could be issued a handgun. It
would be so nice and would save room in the
back of an M-109 self-propelled Howitzer
— not to mention it would be a lot easier to
clean. Thanks for thinking of us hard-
working enlisted men anyway.

Jan. D. Seiders
Pittsburgh, Pa.
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BY MASSAD AYOOB
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THE BIG COUNTDOWN
Colonel Jeff Cooper popularized the terminology used

to describe the state of a semiautomatic pistol in terms of
its readiness for firing. The following is an explanation of
Cooper’s terminology, as both a refresher course for those
of us familiar with the terms and as an introduction for
new shooters.

CONDITION ZERO
In Condition Zero, the pistol is loaded and cocked with a live

round in the firing chamber without a manual safety engaged. This
is the condition the gun would normally be in during sustained fire.

Some victims of testosterone overdose have suggested that this
would be a safe way to carry a pistol in a holster, ready for super-fast
action. The rest of the world considers anyone who carries a gun in
this condition to be “an accident waiting to happen.” It is the rest of
the world that’s right. Never carry a gun this way!

Condition One
Condition One means “cocked and locked.” The magazine is

loaded, there is a live cartridge in the chamber, the hammer is cocked,
and the manual safety is engaged. With the safety “on,” most profes-
sionals consider such a gun safe for holster carry. The user who needs
to fire quickly draws, thumbs the safety catch to the “fire” position
and executes what will now be a short, easily-pulled trigger stroke,
thanks to the pre-cocked hammer. The on-safe condition, however, is
a proven lifesaver if your attacker momentarily gains control of your
firearm.

The bad news: There are credentialed experts who believe that this
is dangerous because of the “hair trigger” effect of a cocked hammer.
That will only be a problem if the trigger is particularly light. A 4 to
5 lb. or greater trigger pull minimizes these concerns. 

The good news: The short, easy pull for the first shot assists an
accurately fired first round when drawing and firing at high speed.

This is the most efficient way to carry a single-action, semiauto-
matic pistol for self-defense. Peace of mind may be increased if the
holster has a safety strap that interposes between the hammer and the
firing pin. I’d suggest a gun with an internal firing pin block that ren-
ders it safe from accidental discharge if struck or dropped. The latest
models of Colt, Browning, Kimber, Springfield and ParaOrdnance
single action auto pistols include such safety features.

Condition Two
The auto pistol contains a loaded magazine, and the

hammer is down with a fresh cartridge in the chamber. This
is the appropriate way to carry any sort of double action
semiautomatic pistol that does not have a “selective firing
system” — that is, a cocked-and-locked carry option.
Selective systems include the CZ75, the Taurus, S&W pis-
tols and most variants of the HK USP, to name the most
popular. Condition Two is, of course, an option with the
selective guns, and it’s an option most users choose.

A single action pistol should not be carried this way. The
hammer-down position may bypass internal safety devices
that would render some guns drop-safe if they were cocked
and locked. The hammer must now be cocked or lowered by
hand with a single action pistol, and that gets dangerous.
Cocking and un-cocking most semiautomatic pistols by
hand is awkward because the hammer is located much far-
ther back than on a revolver, and the procedure is an invita-
tion to accidental discharges.

A double action auto with manual safety is considered
“Condition Two” if it has a round in the chamber, whether
or not the safety is engaged.

Condition Four
In Condition Four, which can apply to a

revolver as well as a semiautomatic pistol, the
handgun is completely unloaded. With reason-
able access to a loaded magazine, speedloader
or moon clip, the user is only a very few sec-
onds away from having a loaded gun in hand,
but is by no means ready for a “quick draw
contest” against an attacker with a loaded
weapon.

Condition Four buys peace of mind in
households where a loved one is desperately

nervous about having loaded guns around.
I have many times carried an unloaded

semiautomatic pistol on my strong side hip
and a loaded magazine on the weak side when

in a jurisdiction where I couldn’t carry a
loaded gun, but was not legally prohibited

from carrying an unloaded one. 
In one European country where I used to

teach annually, I put a lot of emphasis on
drilling the students with “Condition Four
Draws” — the dominant hand drew the
pistol, the support hand drew the maga-
zine, the pistol was loaded and charged,

and the firing then commenced. The few extra
seconds it takes to load the gun beat the heck
out of going home to get a loaded one.

Condition Three
Condition Three means the pistol has a fully loaded

magazine locked in place, but its firing chamber is empty
and the slide will have to be “racked” to chamber a round
before the gun can be fired. This is the traditional U.S. Army
method of carry with both the old 1911A, and the current
Beretta M9 double action.

For a quick reaction to deadly threat, both hands are
required to activate a gun in Condition Three. This is why
most serious users avoid it. Condition Three does have its
place for carry, however. If I am carrying a gun like a Glock,
which does not have a manual safety per se, and do not have
access to a holster which covers the trigger guard (as is
strongly recommended by the Glock factory), and have to
shove the gun into my waistband, I’ll make sure the cham-
ber is empty.

A semiautomatic pistol that does not have an internal
device to lock the firing pin and which is stored in an auto-
mobile might best be kept in Condition Three. If there is a
car crash, the violent forces can theoretically cause an “iner-
tia discharge” by driving the firing pin forward against the
primer of a chambered round.









Although the modification of forcing cones and chokes is best left up to a gunsmith who
specializes in the art, there is a great deal to be learned by the application of a bore gauge
to the shotguns that pass through your hands over the years. Frankly, it’s self-protection

as well. When you’re buying a used shotgun or a shotgun without removable chokes, don’t
believe the choke designation on any barrel until it has been measured with a bore gauge. We’re
not talking about one of those cheap key-ring gadgets or the application of a dime to the muzzle
of a 12 gauge to see if it carries a full choke.

Choke is determined and measured as the difference in diameter between the main bore
and the tightest portion of the choke. The difference is generally referred to as the degree of
constriction. For the 12 ga., the average constrictions expressed in American terms are: 

Full: 0.030" to 0.040"
Improved Modified: 0.020" to 0.030"

Modified: 0.010" to 0.020"
Improved Cylinder: 0.005" to 0.010"

Skeet: 0.000" to 0.005"
Cylinder: 0.000"

For example, if the standard bore of a 12 ga. is 0.729" and the tightest portion of the choke
measures 0.698", the difference is 0.031", and the choke would be rated “Full.” What if the bore
of a European gun measures only 0.725" or the barrel is back-bored? Same rules apply. The

choke constriction values established for different gauges do vary.
In short, it’s nice to know what the choke measurements for a gun are before

you buy it or a diagnostic tool if your existing gun isn’t throwing the patterns you
think it should. A bore-measuring tool will also permit you to measure chamber,

forcing cone, choke lengths and the calibration of removable choke tubes. 
Brownells offers bore measuring tools that range from a practical $42

caliper to multi-gauge dial and digital indicator sets costing 10 times as
much. These are either interesting toys or essential tools — in
any case, they’re nice to have. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brownells

(641) 623-4000
www.brownells.com

There’s nothing more fun than a good,
lively debate about shotgun gauges.
The wee .410 and the 28 ga. always

get their share of the controversy, but no
gauge seems to generate more lively and
animated discussions than the 31⁄2" 12 ga.

Some say it’s fading from the scene —
that it can’t replace the 10 ga. magnum, even
with equivalent loadings. Others say the 3"
12 ga. magnum is all that’s needed. Then
there’s the perennial story about a turkey
hunter who lit one off with his shoulder
snuggled against an oak tree, which resulted
in a broken collarbone.

On the other hand, many hunters find it a
very useful chambering, particularly for
waterfowl, turkey and varmint.

What made the 31⁄2" 12 ga. necessary was
steel shot. Being lighter, there is simply
more steel shot in an ounce than lead. Take
BBs for example. There are 70 steel BBs in

BY HOLT BODINSON
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Reworking shotgun
chokes is an art best
left to gunsmiths like
Brian Murphy.

The ACTIV shotshell may just have been
ahead of its time. 

Know Your BoreGOING, 

GOING, 
GONE?
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an ounce and only 50 of the lead variety.
Those extra 20 steel BBs had to be accom-
modated somehow, so the 3" magnum shell
was stretched out another 1/2".

The 10 ga. is a mighty gun but ponder-
ous. Remington SP-10s with 26" barrels
will run 103⁄4 to 11 lbs. unloaded and
Browning Gold 10s, at least 101⁄2 lbs. Great
for static waterfowling but a bit heavy for
an afternoon stroll after a
few pheasants. 

Comparable guns
chambered for the 31⁄2" 12
ga. shell like Winchester’s
Super-X2 and Remington’s
11-87 Super Magnum will
run 73⁄4 to 8 lbs. Still a little
heavier than ideal for
upland game but passable,
and that 31⁄2" 12 gauge will
accept 23⁄4" and 3" shells as
well.

Where the 31⁄2" really
shines over the traditional
3" 12 ga. is velocity. As an
example, a 13⁄8 oz. load of

steel BBs from the 31⁄2" is flying at 1,450 fps
while the 3" is doing 1,265 fps. Light steel
shot needs greater velocity to ensure lethali-
ty at game ranges and the 31⁄2" dishes it out in
spades. You can drop the payload of the 3"
magnum to gain equal velocity, but in the
process you sacrifice pattern density.

The secret to the 31⁄2" magnum is to use its
extra volume for powder to secure the high-

est velocities possible
when using 13⁄8 oz. to 19⁄16

oz. of steel shot. When it
comes to turkey hunting
with lead shot at turkey
calling ranges, then the
heavy 21⁄4 oz. payloads
and super dense patterns
really make a difference.

What Do You Do With 
20 Extra Pellets?

The ACTIV brand shotshell may have
been too far ahead of its time. It looked
strange without a traditional brass

base, but it cycled like grease through any
gun. Made from biaxial plastics with a steel
reinforcing ring in its base, the ACTIV shell
didn’t need to be resized when reloaded, and
its crimp was strong and long lived. 

While ACTIV shells and components are
still available from major supply houses, the
North American production facilities have
been sold abroad. When we called SAAMI
for a current contact, they had none in their
records. Current suppliers didn’t know
whether or not ACTIV components would
still be available when their current supply
was exhausted. If you use ACTIV hulls,
now’s the time to stock up.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ballistic Products
(888) 273-5623
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Since the 1960s, the trend has been towards straighter stocks
and away from Monte Carlo designs. For example, a pre-’64
Winchester 70 Featherweight has drop at comb of 3/4", at

Monte Carlo of 1", and drop at heel of 13⁄4". The current
Featherweight has drop at comb of 9/16", no Monte Carlo, and drop
at heel of 7/8". The Remington Mountain Rifle stock is even
straighter with drop at both comb and heel of 3/8".

A straight stock recoils straight back, with little or no muzzle rise.
The straightest stocks are not on sporting rifles at all, but on military
rifles such as the M16. In this design the heel of the buttstock is actu-
ally higher than the bore. Combined with an effective muzzle brake,
recoil is straight back, allowing the shooter to stay on target even
when firing on full automatic.

The trade-off is that a straight stock delivers more recoil force to
the shooter’s shoulder, rather than letting the recoil energy lift the
muzzle of the gun. Most shooters don’t mind a drop at heel of 11⁄2",
even 2" or so. They would rather have a bit of muzzle jump than
have all the recoil come straight back and bop them over the eye
with the scope. 

Cartridges get more powerful, rifles get
lighter, and recoil increases. Recoil
may be largely subjective, but it can

still hurt. In his book Keith’s Rifles for Large
Game, Elmer Keith described the first time
he fired an army qualification score with the
1903 Springfield: “I wound up with an
expert rifleman’s medal; a broken nose,
from the safety; my upper lip cut almost
through and swollen down over the lower
lip, and my chin peeled by my finger nails.” 

Length of pull is measured from the
center of the trigger to the center of
the buttplate. Drop at comb, at Monte

Carlo (if present) and at heel are measured
from the centerline of the bore. Other
dimensions include pitch (the angle of the
buttplate relative to the bore), cast on/off
(the angle of the stock to right or left rela-
tive to the bore — factory stocks are
almost always straight) and the size and
shape of the buttplate.

An important and often overlooked
factor is the thickness and shape of the
comb. Consider two rifles, a Remington-
Lee bolt action as made from 1886 to
1906 and a recently made Winchester
Model 70 Super Express. Stock dimen-
sions are similar; for the Remington,
131⁄2" length of pull, 1" drop at comb, 15⁄16"
drop at heel. The Winchester stock mea-
sures 1 3⁄4" x 9/16" x 15⁄16". Both rifles weigh
about nine pounds.

Nonetheless the Remington,
chambered for the modest .30/40
Krag cartridge, is distinctly more
unpleasant to shoot than the
Winchester, chambered for the .375
H&H. One reason is the small steel “rifle” buttplate of the Remington
versus the large, flat, padded buttplate on the Winchester. The other
reason is that the Winchester stock is much thicker.

Thickness in a stock to some extent compensates for height.
With a narrow comb a shooter’s face must lean over and press
against the stock for support. Muzzle jump then drives the sharp
comb into the cheek. 

With a thick, nicely rounded comb, a shooter’s face is posi-
tioned higher, alongside the stock rather than on top of it. When
the muzzle jumps in recoil, the rounded comb tends to slide along
the face rather than banging into the cheekbone. 

That’s why you shouldn’t compare stock dimensions without
also considering the thickness and shape of the comb. A standard
Browning BAR, for example, has a drop at heel of 2", while the
standard Winchester 94 has a drop of 17⁄8". The Browning stock,
however, features a thicker, rounded comb that is considerably
more comfortable.

$TOCK OPTION$

Stocks have become straighter, with less drop at comb and heel, as
is illustrated by Winchester rifles spanning three eras. Top, current
Model 70 Featherweight; center, Model 70 from the early 1960s;
bottom, Model 94.

WHERE THE CHEEK 
MEETS THE WOOD

Keith’s Springfield was chambered for
the standard .30-’06 cartridge. Imagine the
effect of such a stock if the rifle was cham-
bered for the .338 Win. Magnum.

The miserable recoil of the Springfield is
usually attributed to its short (roughly 12.9")
length of pull. Actually, a short length of pull
can be quite useable if the other stock
dimensions are right. What made the 1903 a
bear to shoot was its low, narrow comb, con-
siderable drop at heel and narrow, hard

buttplate — features left over from the early
Kentucky and Pennsylvania flintlocks.

Excessive drop at heel makes it difficult for
the stock to support the shooter’s face while
aligning the sights. It causes the rifle to pivot
around the shoulder during recoil, increasing
muzzle jump and the blow to the shooter’s
cheek. Combine excessive heel drop with a
small steel buttplate and minimal length of pull
and you have a weapon that’s dan-
gerous at both ends.

Stock Design: ASSAULT & BATTERY

Although both rifles have
similar stock dimensions,
the Winchester Model 70, on
left, is considerably thicker
than the Remington-Lee.

$
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“ “Smart guns” has become the latest buzzword
cliché among opponents of the civil right of pri-
vate gun ownership. Colt’s (with a subsidiary
called iColt), Smith & Wesson and Sandia Labs

are all firmly on the bandwagon, having put significant
funding into the research and development of such a gun.

None, however, have been able to field a working model
for potential end-users to test. Colt’s was embarrassed when
they showed their prototype to a reporter from a major
newspaper and it failed to work. An Eastern Seaboard gov-
ernor who was pushing for a bill that would limit people to
“smart guns” was humiliated when the model he was
demonstrating locked up solid and wouldn’t work when it
was supposed to.

All this has left a foul taste in the mouths of legitimate
gun users, in the private and police sectors alike. Those who
have seen the reality of self-defense know that a protection
gun must be available for use instantly. The gun-banners’
“model legislation” mandating “smart guns” has been
written to expressly exempt police from the requirement.
This tells you cops don’t trust it. If they don’t, then perhaps
neither should you.

The Smart Gun In Theory 
The concept of the smart gun sounds great. It’s a gun you

can fire instantly, but only you can fire at all. Imbedded tech-
nology keeps the bad guy from harming you or someone else
if he gets control of your gun. You could leave your gun where
you could quickly reach it, but an irresponsible child or other
unauthorized person would be unable to fire it if they found it.

If it worked...
The concept, as sold to the public, breaks down into

three categories: fingerprint recognition, electronic recogni-
tion and magnetic action. Let’s look at all three.
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The concept of the smart

gun sounds great. It’s a

gun you can fire instantly,

but only you can fire at

all. Imbedded technology

keeps the bad guy from

harming you if he gets 

control of your gun.

By Massad Ayoob 

A handgun which can instantly 

recognize authorized users is the 

Holy Grail of today’s R&D departments, 

but is this a quantum leap in 

firearm safety or just a technological 

disaster waiting to happen.
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The only functional design which currently
fits the “smart gun” criteria is the
MagnaTrigger custom job, which necessi-
tates the wearing of a magnetic ring to dis-
engage an internal trigger block (inset).

continued on page 26

I have yet to meet a working street cop who likes the idea
of fingerprint recognition technology. The sellers say that it
will instantly recognize the user’s fingerprint, which is pro-
grammed in, and be capable of firing immediately as soon
as the authorized hand takes a firing grasp. 

We potential buyers have some grave concerns. What
about cold weather when we will be wearing gloves?
Fingerprint recognition potential is now totally blocked, and
in a fast-breaking emergency there won’t be time to rip the
glove off the shooting hand. 

If the legitimate user has been injured in the attack, vis-
cous blood will quickly fill up the areas between the ridges
of the fingerprints, probably rendering them unreadable by
the device, and thus causing an “access denied” reaction
when the user needs the gun most. The same could happen
in a scuffle that leaves the legitimate user’s hands covered
with mud or whatever. 

The Network Is Down
Electronic transponder technology raises even more con-

cerns. The theory is that the gun will be activated when it is
within a certain proximity to a transponder the intended user
wears on the belt or wrist. When the gun is outside this
range, it will “go dead.”

Where, then, shall we draw the line of the transponder’s
range? I’ve heard a distance of three feet postulated. Now,
I’m only an average size man, but when I drop down into a
rollover prone firing position, the grip-frame of my handgun
is a measured 41.5" from my hip holster, presumably the
location of the transponder. Thus, I’ve put my own gun out
of reach of its activator. 

The same could happen with a long-armed officer or cit-
izen firing with arm extended, or anyone firing straight up
at a sniper in a high vantage-point or a wildcat about to
pounce from a tree limb. Therefore, the transponder would
have to reach more than four feet away from itself to acti-

vate the gun to reliably be of use to the legitimate user. 
The purpose, however, is to keep you from getting shot

with your own gun. Virtually anyone who gets your gun out
of your hand or holster is going to be within three or four
feet of you. In any case, a disarmed cop will instinctively
lunge toward the attacker to retrieve the snatched weapon,
again putting the responder into “activation range.”
Therefore, the belt-mounted transponder doesn’t offer much
promise in the real world.

What about a wrist-mounted transponder? Of course,
you’ll need one for each wrist in case you have to fire with
the weak hand only due to an injury to the gun hand. 

But things on the wrist can be torn off in a struggle. It
happens all the time in fights, the kind of fights that escalate
to deadly force situations. This is why experienced cops and
bouncers are seen to take off their wristwatches and ID
bracelets and slip them into a pocket when they think a
brawl is in the offing. This factor makes the wrist-mounted
transponder also seem impractical.

A ring on each hand is more promising — in theory. We
are, however, still waiting patiently for one to be shown to
us that might actually work, given the limited space a ring
offers for electronics without getting in the way of hand
function in normal daily activities.

With any sort of electronic technology, you have to
worry about jamming. We live in a world where scofflaw
“techies” pay big bucks for devices that block police radar.
How long would it be before the first “gangland geek” came
up with a device that would block the transponder of any
nearby officer (or armed citizen), rendering the good guy’s
weapon inoperable?

It’s A Gun And A Compass
The third smart gun safety mechanism postulated is

magnetic technology. This is the one least often discussed
by the gun-banners. That’s because a magnetism-based 



smart gun actually exists, and has been
working for some 25 years.

A full-time inventor named Joe Davis
designed something he called Magna-
Trigger in 1975, and patented it shortly
thereafter. It was a modification of a S&W
revolver with leaf-type mainspring (i.e., K-
frame or larger) so that it could only be fired
by someone wearing a magnetic ring on
their middle finger.

The front strap of the S&W’s grip-
frame is cut away and replaced with a
module that holds what looks like a little
steel flag and flagpole. The flag blocks the
rebound slide, allowing the trigger to be
drawn back only far enough to drop the
bolt and allow a cylinder rotation check. It
prevents the gun from firing.

When the hand wearing the magnetic
ring closes into a firing grasp, reverse
polarity between the ring magnet and the
one mounted at the base of the “flagpole”
spins the latter unit. The metal flag is now
clear of the rebound slide, and the gun can
instantly be fired in double-action mode.

A ring should be worn on each hand, to
allow for shooting back if wounded in the
gun arm. The gun should be modified to
double action only, since if the gun is taken
away in a cocked condition, anyone can fire
one shot from the single-action position
before the rebound slide is blocked again.
The rings are interchangeable, allowing
spouse, partner or other authorized person to
use the “proprietary” gun.

Downsides? You cannot handle computer
disks, videotapes, audiotapes or any other of
the magnetically-sensitive things we come
into contact with daily without ruining those
things. The rings are ugly —plain steel
bands — though they can be styled to look
like class rings or other ordinary jewelry for
an extra cost.

The technology is limited to K- through
N-frame S&W revolvers. I’ve seen
attempts to use the magnetic principle dif-
ferently to modify revolvers with coil
mainsprings (J-frame S&W, Colt Trooper,
Ruger) but they were not as reliable and
therefore not as successful. 

Attempts were made by another
inventor to modify the Beretta DA auto
pistol and the Colt 1911 to work this way,
but test samples were finicky, and in any
case would work only in the right hand. For
all practical purposes, “magnetic smart gun
technology” does not exist at this time for
the semiautomatic pistols that are over-
whelmingly preferred by the police com-
munity and largely favored by today’s
private citizen handgun purchasers.

Living With Smart Guns
Most of the people who theorize about

“smart guns” have never actually carried one
on police duty or as an armed citizen, or
relied on one as a home defense weapon. For
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SMART GUN
continued from page 25

FREE Ground Shipping to the first 48 states!

NRA
“Round Up”

FounderHours: M-F, 7 a.m. to Midnight; Sat. & Sun., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

5875 W. Van Horn Tavern Rd.
Columbia, MO  65203

Toll-free fax! 1-800-992-8312
Ad # 427

1-800-243-3220

www.midwayusa.com

CALL FOR
A FREE

CATALOG!

Super Savings
FOR THE NEW YEAR

WORLD CLASS 3-9X
40MM MATTE WITH 
MIL-DOT RETICLE

# 696-450 Regular $119.99 
Sale $69.99

4-16x 40mm 
# 437-463 $94.99

6-24x 40mm 
# 548-574  $99.99

MAGNUM SCOPES
special purchase!

supplies are limited!

Completely shockproof, fogproof
and waterproof with turret-style elevation adjust-
ment-just like the $300+ target scopes.  Black matte finish, patent-
ed Tasco World Class 30/30 reticle and 40mm adjustable objective.

This special run of the popular World Class 3-9x features a range-estimating
Mil Dot reticle that takes the guesswork out of the long shots.  It’s designed with
multiple aiming points not only allows you to determine the exact distance of
your target but also provides you with the correct aiming point
regardless of distance.

Mil Dot
Reticle

special purchase!
supplies are limited!

3-1/2 MOA Dot  # 246-166 • 7 MOA Dot  # 271-034
OPTIMA 2000 RED DOT SIGHTS $149.99

S&W 59..............................................468-425
Glock 9mm ........................................102-311
Sig P226, 220, 225 ............................699-550
Colt 1911 ..........................................408-499
Glock 10mm ......................................177-737

M16/AR-15 Carry
Handle Mount ($27.99)....................275-151

Ruger 10/22  ($21.99) ........................505-610
Freedom Arms Revolvers ....................194-956
H&K USP............................................242-144
Ruger MKII Semi-Autos ......................842-884

ALUMINUM MOUNTS $24.99

Works well with pistol, rifle or shotgun.  It is smaller (only 
1-1/2" long) and lighter in weight (only 1/2 oz.) than any

other sighting device on the market.  The red dot is always on
and can be seen in all ambient light conditions.  Battery 

operated, the unit is supplied with a cover which puts the unit
in “sleep” mode, extending the battery life for years of use.
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almost five years, I carried a Magna-
Trigger equipped sixgun. The experience
was instructive.

The gun was a S&W Model 66, the stain-
less steel .357 Combat Magnum model. Its
action had been tuned by famed revolver-
smith Andy Cannon.

My first child was three years old when I
had the 66 modified by Joe Smith. It allowed
me to have a loaded revolver at my bedside
that the toddler couldn’t harm herself or
anyone else with if she stumbled across it
while I was asleep. 

At the time, I was teaching classes
involving officer survival, handgun reten-
tion and awareness for armed citizens. It
made sense for me to have a MagnaTrigger
gun along to show the students, and using it
as my personal defensive weapon was con-
venient as there was simply one less gun to
carry on trips.

The rings were no more inconvenient
than any other piece of jewelry. The gun
always worked, so long as it wasn’t fitted
with finger-groove grips. The flanges
between the grooves could turn the flat,
inward facing magnetic portion of the ring to
an angle where it might not work.

Far From Perfect 
While teaching officer survival with Ray

Chapman at Chapman Academy, we discov-
ered one weakness in the design. Cutting
away the front of the frame to install the
module weakens the overall structure of the
grip-frame. This is not a problem in routine
shooting, even with lots of magnum ammo
going downrange. (The K-frame revolver
had to be rebuilt once or twice from the con-
stant pounding of 125 gr. .357 rounds, but
the function of the Magna-Trigger was
never impaired.)

What we did find was that a certain dis-
arming technique popularly taught in prisons
would lever the gun in such a way that the
cutaway frame of the S&W could bend back
and outward. This caused the Magna-Trigger
module to slip just enough that it would no
longer block the rebound slide, which
allowed the gun to be fired by anyone. 

There was a silver lining to this cloud,
however; both Chapman and I could now
testify as expert witnesses in court that if
your gun was ripped out of your hand, it was
possible that this action would make it fire
despite the Magna-Trigger, warranting your
use of your backup gun to shoot the person
who had unlawfully disarmed you. Prior to
that, the concern had been expressed that if
someone got such a “smart gun” away from
you, the courts might hold you liable if you
harmed him, since even though in theory he
had a gun, he would be armed with a non-
functioning weapon.

In the mid-’80s, however, I regretfully
put this gun into semi-retirement. Our
teaching format had gone heavily toward
videotapes, and handling them with mag-
netic rings could have wiped them out. Our
students and the cops I trained at my depart





ment were increasingly trending toward
semiautomatic pistols, and the technology of
the MagnaTrigger did not translate.

Joe Smith died some years ago. Rick
Devoid acquired the rights to the product
from the estate, and today offers conversions
(and already converted revolvers) through
Tarnhelm Supply. The conversion of your
revolver costs around $350 and includes two
magnetic rings.

The Smart Gun And The Trojan
Horse

Why do those handgun prohibitionists
who push for the “mandatory smart gun leg-
islation” pointedly ignore magnetic ring
technology? For the simple reason that it
actually exists. For one side of the anti-gun
movement, the “smart gun” is a Trojan
Horse. Their plan is simple.

The first step is to pass a law that says the
only guns people can carry, or even possess,
are “smart guns.” The second step is to raise
a glass of champagne with Sarah Brady and Al
Gore and toast their own cleverness. They
have now banned all existing firearms, with
the false promise that citizens can only pos-
sess something that doesn’t exist.

The fact that the MagnaTrigger does
exist mightily nettles those in the anti-gun
community. Interestingly, another wing of
the anti-gunners is against the whole con-
cept. They see the smart gun as a gun, after
all, and absolutely refuse to “endorse” any
gun of any kind.

It will be interesting to see how the pro-
totype “smart guns” from S&W, iColt, etc.
perform, if they ever actually reach the point
where those who hype them will let them out
of the factory for independent testing. 

In the meantime, a true smart gun that
has stood the test of time does in fact exist.
However, the MagnaTrigger revolver is a
special purpose tool that cannot possibly
replace the conventional defensive handgun
for many purposes. The one man on earth
who knows the most about it, Rick Devoid,
has said so himself. In fact, he has said so
publicly, which irks the anti-gunners enor-
mously. But then, those people never did
handle the truth very well.

The “smart gun” is just pie in the sky. At
best, it’s an immature technology a great dis-
tance away from proving itself applicable to
the guns used daily by police officers and
law-abiding armed citizens. At worst, it may
be the sneakiest trick yet to
deprive the American public of
its right to own firearms.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tarnhelm Supply

431 High St.
Boscawen, NH 03303

www.tarnhelm.com
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Ten-Hut! 
Basic Training For Reloaders

If you’re truly starting from scratch, a pack-
aged kit from one of the major loading tool
manufacturers may be the best way to go.

As a rule, the cost of the package will be less
than the sum of the individual prices.

When you’re ready to put together your
first handloading bench, it
really pays to shop around.
Retailers, whether they operate
a mail-order service or have a
store-front gun shop, are very
aware of the competitively-
priced nature of this business.
There is usually a “suggested
retail” price, but often there is
also a “street price” that features
a considerable built-in discount. 

Visit local shops and con-
sider more than just price. A
local retailer may be the best
source even if their price is a
little higher — the products
come with a service that’s
hard to find at mail-order houses. That
service is information, instructions and
answers to questions.

There is one factor that brings most
serious shooters to the reloading
bench —  money! You can craft a

good handload for at least half the cost of
comparable factory ammunition and with
just a little care it can be equal to or better
than the high-priced spread. 

The equipment pays for itself very
quickly even if you only shoot as few as 100
rounds a month. More often than not,
shooters don’t often pocket those savings —
they use the money to shoot more and that
also has advantages. If you can shoot two or
three times more, you should become a
better shot quicker.

A beginning handloader does not really
need a lot of equipment to get started, but
within each category there are some choices
to make. The first thing you need is a good
loading manual, which should be the first
purchase ahead of everything else. Be sure
to chose one that has good descriptions of
each step in the loading process.

Next is the press. A new reloader should
get a good single-stage press. Progressive
tools are wonderful but are not designed for
basic teaching. Most people don’t need the
high volume they’ll turn out and with a
single stage you can load rifle or pistol ammo
with a simple change of dies and shell holder.

Loading dies are next and once more
there are lots of choices. Buy a brand name
set. If you’re going to load handgun ammu-
nition invest a little more and get a set of
carbide sizing dies. Rifle cases need to be
lubricated for sizing, but straight wall
handgun rounds can be run through carbide
dies without extra lubrication.

Next on the mandatory list is a powder
scale. Within the last decade we’ve seen elec-
tronic reloading scales and they are a great

convenience, but someone just getting started
really doesn’t need to spend that much. A
simple beam balance mechanical scale is just
fine. Weighing powder is a task that must be
done accurately and the scale should be sup-
plemented with a small set of check weights
to verify the accuracy of the scale. 

There are a few other necessary items
for the beginner’s reloading bench. You need
a small powder funnel, a loading block to
hold the charged cases, a case
chamfering/deburring tool, case lube and a
couple of those neat little stackable plastic
bins for work in progress. You can put fired
cases in one bin and move them to another
bin at the completion of each operation.
When reloading a quantity of handgun
ammo this avoids confusion.

While every reloader must have a
powder scale, a powder measure is not
mandatory. It is certainly possible to put
some powder in a clean bowl and use a small
spoon to trickle powder into the scale pan
until the proper charge is reached. When
you’re loading a box of rifle ammo this is
not bad, but if you’re loading 100 rounds of
handgun ammo it is poisonously slow.
Powder measures fall into the nearly
mandatory category.

The best reason for becoming a reloader,
however, is to be able to shoot. The good
news is that you can shoot a lot more for the
same amount of money. Lunch may not be
free, but there are still bargains.
Reloading is one of those.

BEYOND THE BARE NECESSITIES
A simple beam type loading scale will
easily handle the important task of
weighing powder.

The basic gear for a handloading bench
includes dies, press, scale and powder
measure.

$

A powder measure will make handloading
chores more efficient.





The heart of a good group, a sub-MOA shot cluster, is a
stable, consistent rest, and the Sinclair Rest is the best
there is. A good rest provides the shooter with the ability

to make minute, precise adjustments to his aiming point without
disturbing his set-up. The Sinclair Rest allows for left-right adjust-
ment with a fine knurled adjustment knob that moves the owl-ear
bag platter sideways.

Elevation adjustments can be made in three manners. The
coarsest adjustment is made by loosening one of the red-colored
T-handles and lifting the entire rest post, securing it again with
the T-handle. This is not as hard as it sounds; light pressure is all
that is required.

Finer elevation adjustments can be made dialing up (clockwise)
or down with the large spoked handwheel, locked in place with the
other T-handle. The finest of all adjustments can be made by using
the rear leg of the tripod rest, which has a knurled elevation knob
with a lock nut.

The unit came with an owl-ear bag and we supplied our own
sand. Filling the bag and attaching it to the rest was easy and
straightforward using Sinclair’s clear directions. (How hard can
it be to pour sand in a bag? Even our three-thumbed editor-in-
chief managed it.)

There are small, subtle refinements to the Sinclair Rest, which
indeed there should be in a precision product costing $287. There
is an adjustable forend stop, rubber protected, at the front of the
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rest to facilitate repeatable placing of the rifle in the owl-ear bag.
The rest is non-symmetrical with the two forward-facing legs being
closer together.

The cast iron pedestal is powder-coated for protection against cor-
rosion. Not that such a nice rest would ever be left in the rain, but the
powder coating will eliminate any surface rust that can occur. The
three legs each feature an adjustable foot with a sharp, pointed toe for
staying in place on a bench.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sinclair International 

2330 Wayne Haven St., Dept. QM
Ft. Wayne, IN 46803

(219) 493-1858
fax: (219) 493-2530
www.sinclairintl.com

The Sinclair Rest
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Ernest Emerson is a custom
knifemaker who parleyed
his phenomenal success in

designing and handcrafting
serious tactical knives into a proper
manufacturing concern. In only two
years, Emerson went from making a
few hundred handmade custom
Special Forces knives, one at a time
in his garage, to manufacturing thou-
sands of knives for the retail trade.
This is not easy.

The mass-produced knives from the
new concern, Emerson Knives Inc., not only
equal the quality of his handmade blades —
they’re better! Emerson Knives Inc. does not
totally rely on mass production. Edges are
ground by hand and the assembly of the
blade into the locking mechanism, the real
beef in a folding knife, is also done by hand. 

However, the critically time-consuming
tasks of cutting out the blade blanks, fabri-
cating the G10 handles, machining out the
liner locks and other mundane matters are
accomplished with Emerson’s state-of-the-
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art machinery with a higher degree
of precision than is even possible in hand-
work.

The latest design from Emerson is
called the Mach I. It is a clip-point, double-
V ground, liner-lock tactical folder fea-
turing G10 handles, titanium liners and
154CM stainless steel blades. The 3.5"
edge is partially serrated and features a
Black T finish. It sells for $240.

Sounds so matter of fact, so dispas-
sionate. But those features — at that price —
are nothing short of mind-boggling when

you consider that the Mach I is the cur-
rent state-of-the-art in tactical folders. A
similar handmade version from Emerson
would cost about triple that.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emerson Knives, Dept. QM

P.O. Box 4180
Torrance, CA 90510

(310) 542-3050
fax: (310) 793-8730

website: www.emersonknives.com 

Emerson Mach I





38 GUNS MAGAZINEFEBRUARY 2001

Wilson Adjuster Holster

We know what you’re thinking and
we thought the same thing at first
— holsters that trumpet them-

selves as “one-size-fits-all” are sure to be
cloddish compromises. We cringe as we
think of the various lumps of nylon called
holsters that proclaim to fit any “large auto.”
We prefer dedicated, specific tools and
accessories, one thing made precisely to per-
form one job, and do it extremely well.

But in the case of the Wilson Adjuster
Holster, we may in fact find the exception
that proves the rule. The Adjuster is, believe
it or not, a highly versatile holster that really
will accommodate a wide range of pistols
without compromising function or design.

To test the Adjuster, we retrieved a
Browning Hi-Power from the gun safe and
began to fiddle with the two adjustment
screws. The main adjustment screw,
mounted where the welt would be on a con-
ventionally sewn holster, controls a plastic
roller, which contacts the portion of the
pistol just in front of the trigger guard. This
regulates the tension of the holster on the

pistol.
The second adjust-

ment screw is at the
bottom of the
Adjuster and
allows the fore
and aft “rock” of
the pistol to be
dialed in. Once
p r o p e r l y
a d j u s t e d ,
which took all
of a minute, the Adjuster wrapped around
that Hi-Power as if it had been specially
made just for that gun.

Out went the Hi-Power and in went a
Kimber 1911. A few twists of the screw-
driver later and, voilà, a perfect holster for a
1911. The fit was as good as one of Wilson’s
purpose-built 1911 holsters.

The Adjuster comes with a stiff paddle
for ease of slipping the holster on and off.
The Adjuster comes in several models to
fit just about any auto. The basic models
are #A1BSR (1911 family and Hi-Power);

#A2BSR (com-
pact 1911 family,

small S&W autos,
Kahr); #A3BSR (Glock, HK

USP, SIG, Ruger autos, large S&W autos);
#A4BSR (Beretta 8000, small SIGs, com-
pact Glocks, HK USP compact). Each
model sells for $100. An adjustable belt
slot attachment is available instead of the
paddle for $20.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wilson Combat 

2234 CR 719, Dept. QM
Berryville, AR 72616

(800) 955-4856
www.wilsoncombat.com

BY GUNS STAFF
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Kestrel Pocket Thermo
Wind Meter

Once you start shooting much beyond 200 yards, the name of the
game is not how well you can shoot or how accurate your rifle
is; it’s how well you can dope the wind. Varmint hunters and

long-range target shooters know all too well the esoteric science of
wind doping. Target shooters have it relatively easy because
they can position little wind flags downrange to detect
any wind shifts between their bench and the target.
Varmint hunters make do with holding “two dogs into
the wind” and hoping for the best.

Enter now the Kestrel Pocket Thermo Wind Meter,
a handy, little battery-powered device that measures
wind speed. Armed with this knowledge of the wind
speed and direction, it is then a matter of knowing
your rifle’s ballistics and making the necessary
compensation, either by holding off the target —
mil dots are a tremendous help here — or by
dialing the correction into your scope.

Either way, knowing that you are
dealing with, say, a crosswind of 9 mph
and that the ballistic coefficient of your
Sierra 50 gr. Blitz will cause it to drift
11.7" at 300 yards, you can then make
your adjustments.

Ah, but not so fast. You are
assuming a perfect crosswind. The

BY GUNS STAFF

Kestrel can tell you if the wind is coming from a quartering angle,
which will lessen the billowing effect of that 9 mph gust. Say the
breeze is coming from 60° off your muzzle — that’s less than a full
crosswind. You will then have to compensate less in your hold-off,
which is another way of saying that doping the wind is more art

than science.
The Kestrel Pocket Thermo Wind Meter also measures tem-

perature and calculates the wind chill. The wind measuring can
be read in terms of actual wind speed, maximum gust of wind
speed since the unit has been turned on and average wind
speed, gusts and lulls combined.

The Kestrel device, which weighs a scant 1.5 ozs. and fits
in a shirt pocket, is a shortcut to being an expert in

reading the wind. Half the battle is knowing what the
wind speed is; the other half is knowing what to do
about it. The former you can buy for $119, the latter

with a few years of competition experience. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nielson-Kellerman

104 West 15th St., Dept. QM
Chester, PA 19013
(800) 784-4221
www.nkhome.com

The Model 722 clearly defines what a
tactical knife should be… with its
geometric tanto blade that’s
beveled both sides and ground
of ATS-34 stainless; solid G10,
contoured handles with raised
texture for active grip; AND the
exclusive AXIS™ mechanism
with dual thumb-stud
openers for fast and
completely
ambidex-
trous rock-
s o l i d - t o u g h
function. The Model 722 is built by Benchmade for those
individuals who demand a higher standard of perform-
ance from their gear. This isn’t just some “wanna be”
hard-use tactical trinket, it’s definitely for real. Are you?

BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC  • OREGON CITY, OREGON  USA  • 1.800.800.7427  • www.benchmade.com  • MADE IN THE USA

®

Blade length:  3.25”
Overall open length:  7.62”
Closed length:  4.37”
Total weight:  4.00 oz.

Machine contoured
handle shape with
raised texture for
aggressive grip.

The Model 722 is available in four different
blade configurations, including SBT, a par-
tially serrated edge with black BT2® blade
coating for increased corrosion resistance.

Integral finger treads
top and bottom for
non-slip positive
blade control.



T
here are many methods of carrying a gun apart

from a traditional holster, including a pack,

satchel, pocket or purse. The one-gun, one-carry-

method school is a goal to aspire to, but in the real world

there are too many guns, too many holsters, too many

widgets and just too many opportunities and ideas to limit

yourself to one “way.”  
If you’re not constantly experimenting with new

methods, ideas and technology then you’re in the dark ages.
Stay there if you want, but the world is full of titanium, G-
10 plastics and other wonderful things that have all come
together to make the idea of carrying a handgun a new and
interesting proposition.

Of Holsters And Fits
There are threads of commonality among the best hol-

sters. The good ones all seem to exhibit certain tendencies
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Would you use a bargain holster

to carry your best pistol? We

didn’t think so. Choosing the

right means of conveyance for

your handgun requires some

serious consideration.

GUNS MAGAZINE

Carrying a gun no longer means “sport coat
and tie.” Options like the Bianchi Top
Secret make every day casual CCW day.

Methods Of Carry
By Roy Huntington



toward comfort, fit and function that the ones in the “also
ran” categories simply can’t compete with — or without.

Holsters are offered as solutions to various problems
encountered in the day-to-day drudgery of carrying 10
ozs. or 3 lbs. of handgun. There are good solutions, okay
solutions and downright very bad ones. 

Unfortunately, the “bad” solutions have a
strong consumer pull because they are often
inexpensive. Perhaps the word “cheap”
would be better. Under-priced means an
item costs less than it should, a good
value, as it were. Cheap means it
doesn’t cost much and it is probably worth
even less. Stay very, very far away from
“cheap” when it comes to holsters and related
accessories.

The reason we don’t like cheap anything is
because it doesn’t perform well. Cheap hol-
sters are that way because they are made with
cheap component parts (snaps, plastic pieces,
leather, thread, etc.), so the sum of the parts
still equals a piece of garbage. 

Are we stating the obvious here? You
tell us after you look at what rides on the
collective hips of the crowd at the local
shooting emporium. Is that cardboard or
actually leather? Or maybe neither?
We’d hazard a guess. 

Don’t spend $10 on a holster for that $600 gun. 
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Carrying a gun doesn’t always mean in a holster
under your toga. Don’t forget that rifle case with a
shoulder strap, the sling for that big, heavy single-

shot “pistol” with a scope, the pistol rug, that plastic lock
box or Grandma’s old cedar chest. They all work to store,
lock, tote or otherwise keep your gun safe or secure.

Hunting or tactical use usually means a sling. Hunters
need a rugged (leather or synthetic) sling with some fea-
tures attached. From days spent in the field, we’ve discov-
ered that a “non-skid” patch on the sling is worth its weight
in gold. Butler Creek, among others, makes a dandy one. 

Any sling can easily be made “non-skid” with the
application of a product named “Shoe-Goo.” It comes in
a tube, and runners use it to build up the soles of their
worn running shoes. A few “spots” of Shoe-Goo on the
correct side of a sling (any sling), and suddenly it
doesn’t want to slip off the shoulder. It works great, and
you can use it on other things, like camera and pack
straps. You can find it in your local sporting goods or
department store — and you can choose whether or not
to tell the teen-age clerk what you’re using it for.

Tactical slings are an entire category in and of them-
selves. Many have very special applications, while
others are simply to carry the rifle, but, in general, a rifle
without a sling is like a handgun without a holster.

There has been a real bit of engineering devoted to
“tactical” bags for rifles. They come with magazine
pouches on the outside, zippers, shoulder straps and

BEYOND THE HOLSTER
pockets to hold “stuff.” Many are waterproof, float and can
even be locked closed, like the Waller case. This develop-
ment has turned a simple soft rifle case into a “system” to
carry your goodies. A rifle, ammo, magazines and related
items can be all carried in one place. It’s awfully handy and
convenient, not to mention that the lockable versions help
keep it out of the hands of the kiddies. 

A locking box or case can make storing or carrying your
guns and goodies an easy proposition. Be creative and think
versatility before you invest big bucks in something you
don’t really need. MTM and others make inexpensive hard-
shell plastic cases that give a shooter an economical way to
store, carry and keep safe handguns and rifles. 
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continued on page 71
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When selecting a holster, don’t just pick the one some
blowhard writer raved about in your favorite magazine. The
Summer Special may not be everyone’s favorite method of
carry, but it was designed to accommodate a certain wardrobe
and lifestyle; your holster should do the same.

A rifle without a sling is like a pistol without a holster. The
neoprene sling from Butler Creek and the leather one from
Thad Rybka make these rifles handy and portable.
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A high-performance, modern cartridge chambered in one 

of the finest hunting rifles to hit the market in years. If you 

were waiting for an excuse to buy a new gun, this is it.

Now as a collaborative effort between
Steyr and Hornady, we have the .376 Steyr
— a rimless, compact cartridge capable of
easing aside the classic .375 H&H, and in a
normal .30-’06-length action.

Steyr has introduced the .376 in two
models initially — the ProHunter .376, and,
with respect to Jeff Cooper, the Steyr Scout.

Of the two, the ProHunter with a weight of
8 lbs. and a barrel length of 20", is much
better suited to handle the recoil generated
by the .376 cartridge than the 6.3 lb. Scout
with its 19" barrel. 

The .375 H&H has been used quite a
bit on big and dangerous game. With a
bullet a full 3/8" in diameter and with

weights running from 225 to 300 grs., the
.375 H&H is a tremendously flexible and
effective caliber; however, if we were
going to buy or build another .375 caliber
rifle, it would be chambered for the .376
Steyr for several reasons. 

The new Steyr cartridge comes within a
hair’s breadth of the .375 H&H’s ballistics
and it uses less powder to get there. It gener-
ates less recoil than the .375 H&H, and it
does not require a long magnum action to
handle it. The new .376 is simply a remark-
able example of good, conservative car-
tridge design. 

New Design, Classic Performance
The .376 Steyr case measures 2.36"

(61mm) long. As a basis of comparison, the
.30-’06 case is 2.49" (63mm) in length. The

By Holt Bodinson

It may not be a Mauser 98 with a deep, rich blue and highly fig-
ured claro walnut stock, but for a modern dangerous game gun,

the .376 Steyr ProHunter is pretty easy on the eye.

D
evelopment of increasingly compact big game cartridges that rival the perform-

ance of the old stalwarts is one of the most intriguing trends in modern ballis-

tics. The .416 Rem. immediately comes to mind — propelling a 400 gr. bullet

at 2,400 fps, it matches the classic loading of the cavernous (and very expensive) .416 Rigby.

The .300 WSM is another example, equaling the performance of the popular .300 Win. Mag.

in a petite case that functions through a short action rifle.
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shoulder angle of the .30-’06 is 17' 30" and a similar gradual
shoulder angle of 17' 50" was selected for the .376, con-
tributing to its smooth feeding characteristics. 

The .376 departs noticeably from the .30-’06 case in its
slightly larger rim (0.495" vs. 0.473"), and body diameter.
In fact, the body diameter of the .376 at the base (0.504")
and the shoulder (0.473") are within a few thousands of the
dimensions found in the .284 Win. case. 

The maximum overall length of a loaded round of .376
is 3.110" which just about takes up all the space there is in
the ProHunter’s detachable magazine. Given the availability
of this new case, don’t be surprised if you see it necked
down to create a whole family of smaller caliber hot shots. 

Hornady loads the .376 Steyr as a standard factory
round with either a 225 or 270 gr. Hornady Spire Point
Interlock bullet. Based on field experience with the .375
H&H, Hornady’s .375 caliber bullets, including their
excellent 300 gr. RN solid, are superb on game of all
weights and persuasions. 

Giving the .376 loading maximum utility, Hornady
decided to load both bullet weights to the same 2,600 fps
velocity. The result is that, for all practical purposes, both
bullets have identical trajectories. Zeroed at 200 yards, the
factory loads are approximately 2.5" high at 100 yds and
10" low at 300 yards. That’s flat enough for the use to which
a .376 will be put, and the 270 gr. bullet flies slightly flatter
than the 225 gr.

From Theory To Practice 
The velocity figure of 2,600 fps is based on a 24" barrel.

From the handy, 20" hammer-forged barrel of the
ProHunter, the 225 gr. load averaged 2,520 fps and the 270
gr., averaged 2,543 fps. 

Out of curiosity, we checked our records to see what
velocities we obtained with factory 270 gr. .375 H&H
ammunition, normally rated at 2,670 to 2,690 fps, from a
Model 70 with a 22" barrel. Interestingly, the .375 H&H was
only 40 fps faster in a barrel 2" longer. 

Average group sizes for three shots at 100 yards from
the ProHunter with the Hornady factory .376 ammunition
were 1.5" for the 225 gr. loading and 1.25" for the 270 gr.
ammunition. 

Having the same velocity, did both bullet weights shoot
to the same point of impact? Vertically, yes, but horizon-
tally, the groups formed by the two bullet weights were con-
sistently 3.5" apart — which brings up that great myth of the
.375 H&H’s “inherent ability” to place 225, 270 and 300 gr.
bullets into the same group. From experience with five dif-
ferent .375s — a Browning Mauser, an old Brno, two Model
70s and a Remington 700 — two would and the other three
would not, so the results with the .376 and the ProHunter
were not surprising.

The very manageable recoil of the .376 was quite sur-
prising. To check this impression, the ProHunter was passed
to several shooters — all of whom were asked to shoot it
offhand. After shooting several rounds of 225 and 270 gr.
loadings, one shooter remarked, “This recoils less than my
.338.” The general consensus was that the .376 Steyr is
more manageable than the revered .375 H&H. 

The Cartridge And The Gun
The 225 gr. Spire Point is a new Hornady bullet designed

especially for light to medium game such as deer, black
bear, sheep, caribou and equivalent-sized African game. The
270 gr. bullet is proven poison for the larger North
American species such as elk, moose and grizzly, and for all
of Africa’s larger plains game, including buffalo. 

If you’re a handloader, Hornady’s latest manual contains 

“The new Steyr cartridge
comes within a hair’s
breadth of the .375
H&H’s performance, and
it uses less powder to
get there. It generates
less recoil and does not
require a long magnum
action.”

Put the .356 Steyr cartridges, 270 gr. left and 225 gr. middle, beside
the venerable old .375 H&H and you’ll quickly see the advantage:
nearly identical performance in a standard-length action.

continued on page 70



While “Scandium” sounds like the villain
in a James Bond story, in reality, it is
simply a “rare earth” element which, when
combined with aluminum, creates a metal
that is lighter than titanium and nearly as
strong as steel.
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R
are earth elements are found in

a very exclusive portion of the

Periodic Table of Elements.

To put it simply, you don’t

find huge mines containing any of these four

elements. Scandium (for Scandinavia) was discov-

ered in 1879 as a tiny component of tin and tungsten ores.

Rare it is. According to S&W’s handgun product manager,

Herb Belin, “A gram of scandium costs about 10 times more

than a gram of gold. It takes tons and tons of ore to get just

a little scandium.”
But when it is alloyed with aluminum, the material is

lighter than titanium and as much as three times stronger
than the aluminum alloys used in firearms today. Not quite
as strong as steel, but it is not far off. “The stuff is almost
pixie dust,” said Belin. “It melts right into the aluminum
alloy and dramatically increases the tensile strength. It only
takes a little to do it too.” 
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The J-Frame Goes Scandium
By Charles E. Petty

One of the rarest of elements lends its 
muscle to S&W’s classic self-defense revolver.

Right: A 10.4 oz. .357 Magnum? If you want to simulate
this experience, you can simply have your friend hit you
in the wrist with a hammer — or you could just load the
scandium revolver with milder .38 Specials. Bottom-left:
Scandium is the latest element, if you’ll pardon the pun,
in the development of the snub-nose revolver at S&W.
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S&W SCANDIUM
.357 Magnum
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S&W SCANDIUM
.357 Magnum
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S&W’s Proud Heritage
Smith & Wesson’s history of innovation began in 1852.

Today’s shooter probably takes a lot of things for granted that
might not even be here were it not for the innovative products
that have always been S&W trademarks. A glance through an
ammunition catalog will reveal many handgun cartridges
with S&W in their name, but the two that are most famous are
the .357 Magnum and the legendary .44 Magnum. 

S&W brought the word magnum into the shooting lex-
icon in 1935 with the introduction of the original .357 Mag.
revolver. Doubtless borrowed from the French who use it to
describe those big bottles of wine, Smith & Wesson sought,
and obtained, a trademark on the word in the new context.

J. Edgar Hoover got the first one. The new cartridge was
.125" longer than the .38 Special, the outgrowth of hand-
loading work done by gunwriter Phil Sharpe. Then in 1954,
in response to hot .44 Special handloads from the legendary
Elmer Keith, S&W and Remington teamed to make the .44
Mag. — which also just happened to be .125" longer than
the .44 Special. 

Clint Eastwood immortalized the .44 Mag. in Dirty
Harry. Never before or since has a single event done so
much to promote a gun. For years S&W simply could not
make enough Model 29s to meet the demand, and these
guns sold for premium prices far above retail.

But S&W had also been making little guns for years,

THE S&W AGREEMENT:
LOVE THE SINNER, 

HATE THE SIN

M
any gunowners are unhappy with
Smith & Wesson management for
their agreement with the Clinton
administration. We don’t like it either,

but the S&W scandium revolvers are just the latest in
an illustrious history of firearms design, innovation
and technology that goes all the way back to 1852. It
is news and we report it as such.

There is a bigger picture here that is missed by all
the protesters and boycotters. Smith & Wesson is a
national treasure that we can ill afford to lose. Those
who proclaim, “Smith & Wesson must die” are
playing into the hands of the government. Don’t you
think Clinton would positively rejoice if a major
manufacturer of handguns went out of business? 

The editorial policy of GUNS Magazine is to
despise the agreement and strongly support the hun-
dreds of dedicated people there who had nothing to
do with, and no knowledge of, that situation. And
who, by the way, continue to make good and inno-
vative guns.
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No, your eyes aren’t playing tricks — that’s
a .32 H&R Mag. version of the scandium
revolver, a design which was discontinued
in the early stages of development. (And
the prototype is already spoken for, so don’t
bother calling S&W and offering a bid.)
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chambered for a variety of .22, .32 and .38 cartridges. On
October 24, 1950 they introduced a small, five-shot .38
Special revolver that immediately was dubbed “Chiefs
Special.” It was the first use of S&W’s J-frame design.

A Wonder Of Steel And Aluminum
Originally, the Chiefs Special was made with aluminum

alloys in both the frame and cylinder. It was a featherweight
11.25 ozs. The alloy cylinder was short-lived and was
replaced in 1954 with a steel cylinder that increased the
weight to 13 ozs. People who sent their guns with alloy
cylinders in for repair got them back with steel cylinders. 

Over the years the J-frame continued — as it still does
today — to be a big seller, and it evolved into a number of
other models. Of special note is the hammerless Centennial
J-frame introduced in 1952 to mark the company’s first 100
years. Sales of the original Centennial dropped off, and it
was discontinued in 1974. The J-frames —especially the
Centennials — were always thought of as “pocket pistols”

and for those, lighter is better. 
The age of stainless steel firearms began when S&W

introduced their Model 60 J-frame .38 in 1965 and really
revolutionized the pocket pistol category. Today, stainless is
everywhere in handguns, rifles and shotguns. The Model 60
evolved to become the first .357 Mag. pocket pistol.

But the “compact” craze still sweeps the country.
Smaller and lighter are buzzwords. The Centennial came
back in 1993 in both the stainless steel, Model 642, and with
an aluminum alloy frame known as the Model 442. 

Then the J-frames went on a diet. Weight was shed
everywhere. First was a small-frame .22 with an aluminum
cylinder in 1997, and then in 1999 S&W launched the
Airlite Ti series. A titanium cylinder, aluminum frame and
shrouded barrel brought the weight down to where it started
with the original alloy-cylindered Chiefs Special. The new
guns could handle +P .38 Special ammunition. “Our design
goals have been to safely achieve the maximum power-to-
weight ratio,” said Belin. 
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When S&W broke the 10 oz. barrier with its
.22 Airlite Ti, the world took note. Now, the
scandium revolver offers a .357 which
weighs just a few tenths of an ounce more.

When S&W broke the 10 oz. barrier with its
.22 Airlite Ti, the world took note. Now, the
scandium revolver offers a .357 which
weighs just a few tenths of an ounce more.



It’s A Handful
This is not your basic gun test report because, other than

the material, the scandium revolver is just like other prod-
ucts that have already been tested to death. Instead, we’ll
focus on how the scandium pistols shoot. 

We already know that it’s going to kick like an ill-tem-
pered mule that is having a very bad day — and so it does,
but there was a lot to learn in the process. Obviously, recoil
perception is an individual, subjective judgement.

We began with the lightest 110 gr. non +P .38 Special
and worked up through 125, 148 and 158 gr. weights in that
category. Next up were the +Ps in weights of 110, 125, 130
and 158 grs. 

We’re sure that some of the credit goes to the Hogue
rubber grips but recoil wasn’t bad at all. We could feel recoil
increase from one load to the next but at no point was it
painful. The biggest source of discomfort with the small
frame revolvers is from the trigger finger bouncing off the
trigger guard with a little dig thrown in by the tip of the
trigger itself.

Then came the .357s. Once more  we started at the
lowest level, a 125 gr. JHP medium velocity load from
Remington. The difference between the hottest +Ps was
obvious. Recoil was heavy. 

Next was the full-charge 110 gr. JHPs. This loading gen-
erated considerably more recoil, and for the first time we
became acutely aware of a very sharp rap in the web of the
hand. Of course the trigger finger was bouncing around too,
but recoil wasn’t brutal — yet. 

That point came next with a full-charge 125 gr. JHP. Our
bare hand stung smartly, and another round or two brought
out the PAST glove which really didn’t help all that much. 

Next came a full charge 158 gr. lead hollowpoint. While
it didn’t seem quite as sharp as the 125 gr. load, it was still
too much. The vaunted 125 gr. magnum load zipped out at
1,155 fps, but the “ouch” factor was high.

Elemental Logic
The power genie was out of the bottle with the magnu-

mized Model 60. Aluminum frames simply couldn’t handle
the stress. Enter scandium and — voilà! —we have a .357
Mag. pocket pistol that weighs 10.4 ounces. 

Research with scandium began almost as soon as the
titanium guns reached the market. Scandium revolvers are
undergoing severe tests with both proof loads and full-
charge 158 gr. .357 Mag. ammunition. “Several of the test
guns have fired over 2,500 rounds,” said Belin. He went on
to report that only normal wear has been seen on the guns. 

To be valid, the tests can’t be done from a mount, because
the forces on the gun would be entirely different. Since there
is a real limit on how many of these powerful rounds an indi-
vidual can shoot in a day, testing takes a little longer.

The Same But Different
Even though we normally test only production guns, two

things made us do this one differently. First, this is a note-
worthy technical advance and, secondly, you cannot tell by
looking that it’s different. The only way is to count the
number of electrons in the atom on the side plate — there
are 21 instead of the 22 seen on the titanium pistols. They
will be identified by the serial number, which will have the
prefix of SCA. 

Production guns will be available in the first weeks of
2001. There are two models: the 340SC, which is a
Centennial design and the 360SC, with a conventional
hammer. There are two choices of finish: clear anodized,
which is what we’re used to on alloy-frame revolvers, and a
black anodized finish that we’ve seen on a few guns. 

The black finish will have “PD” in the model designa-
tion. Although S&W originally planned to offer this gun in
.32 H&R Mag., they have subsequently elected not to pro-
duce that chambering in the scandium line. The .32 Mag.
will continue to be available in the Airlite Ti line, however.
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The power genie was out of the bottle with the 
magnumized Model 60. Aluminum frames 
simply couldn’t handle the stress. Enter 

scandium and suddenly we have a .357 Mag. 
pocket pistol that weighs 10.4 ozs.

”

continued on page 65

“
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Gelatin doesn’t lie. The shorter the barrel, the deeper the bullet penetrates as
velocity decreases, causing a subsequuent reduction in bullet deformation.
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As Bob Dylan used to sing, “The times they are a-changing.” No doubt the folk
rocker gave little thought to how that sentiment applied to tactical firearms
employment, but it’s true. Not many years ago the conventional wisdom held that
.223 caliber carbines were inappropriate for law enforcement, as the rounds were

prone to excessive penetration, thereby endangering bystanders. Some pragmatists note that
the overall police hit rate hovers around 15 to 25 percent, making misses a far greater con-
cern than through-and-through wounds, but that’s a separate issue. 

Recently, this conventional wisdom has been up-ended. In a variety of ballistic media,
including common barricade materials, hollowpoint pistol rounds have demonstrated greater
penetrative qualities than most .223 rifle bullets. The reason is partly due to the tendency of

Story By Barrett Tillman Photos By Nyle Leatham

A short barrel equals low velocity and
penetration, right? An empirical test of .223 

carbines offers surprising evidence to the contrary.



54 GUNS MAGAZINEFEBRUARY 2001

HP pistol bullets to become clogged with barrier material, turning
the hollowpoint into a solid.

Cutting-edge data also indicates that as .223 muzzle velocities
decrease, the result is less expansion, and therefore greater penetra-
tion because bullets demonstrate less fragmentation, and therefore
retain more weight.  

The Jell-O Test
Thanks to the good folks at Federal Cartridge, we had a chance

to evaluate a variety of .223 rounds in ballistic gelatin, measuring
expansion and penetration. Kent Sakamoto, a West Coast Federal
representative with J. Harding Associates, provided the opportunity
at Scottsdale, Arizona’s ultra-modern shooting range early this year.

Sakamoto explained the requirements for “cooking” adequate
gelatin to meet the FBI ammunition testing protocol. No. 258 ord-
nance gel is kept at four degrees centigrade (39 degrees Fahrenheit)
and tested by shooting a BB into the block at 590 fps, plus or minus

20 fps. If the BB penetrates to about 31⁄2", the consistency is
acceptable for test purposes.

The object of the test was to determine the penetrative
effects of barrel length on a variety of law enforcement .223
ammunition. Consequently, several Colt AR-15 and M4
models and an HK Model 53 were made available by
Scottsdale PD and Phoenix area Colt dealer Ken Elmore. 

Barrel lengths varied from the HK’s 8.3" to a standard-
length 16" Colt Sporter. All shooting was done by
Rangemaster Rick Furr, firing into 16" long gelatin blocks
from a distance of about 25 feet.

A general consensus among the local and federal agen-
cies present indicated that barrels shorter than 14.5" would
yield less performance than longer tubes. 

Myths And Realities
Of the seven types of ammunition fired in a total of four
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.223 BALLISTIC PERFORMANCE
Rifle Velocity Penetration

FEDERAL 50-GRAIN “TNT” HP
AR-15 16" barrel 2,958 fps 7.5" 

HK-53 8.3" barrel 2,363 fps 9.5" 
WINCHESTER 50 GR. BALLISTIC TIPS

AR-15 16" barrel 3,184 fps 12.25" 
HK-53 8.3" barrel 2,603 fps 15" 

FEDERAL 55 GR. HP
AR-15 16" barrel 2,958 fps 11.5" 

AR-15 14.5" barrel 2,972 fps 12.5" 
M4 11.5" barrel 2,802 fps 11.5" 
M4 10" barrel 2,599 fps 11" 

HK-53 8.3" barrel 2,365 fps 13.5"
FEDERAL 55 GR. TACTICAL BONDED

AR-15 16" barrel 2,793 fps 13.5" 
HK-53 8.3" barrel 2,273 fps 16" 

FEDERAL 55 GR. BLITZ KING
AR-15 16" barrel 2,763 fps 9.75"

HORNADY 55 GR. TAP
AR-15 16" barrel 2,916 fps 7.25"

SS-109 GREENTIP
AR-15 10" barrel 2,552 fps 16"

If the gun barrel is shorter than your forefinger, isn’t bullet
performance affected? It sure is, but maybe not in the way
you would expect.

IES BALLISTIC REALITIES
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Jell-O doesn’t lie: Short-barreled .223 carbines actually
produce greater penetration than their long-barreled
cousins due to the fact that higher velocities are required
for proper bullet expansion.

BALLISTIC REALITIE
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barrel lengths between 8.3" and 16", muzzle velocities ranged from
2,273 fps to 3,184 fps. Penetration varied between 7.25" and 16", or
the complete length of one gelatin block.

Nearly all the Colts had 1:7 twist barrels, which are optimized
for the military SS-109 round, though subsequent military data
showed that the somewhat slower 1:9 twist was adequate. Because
only 50 and 55 gr. rounds were tested, no comparison could be
made with the heavier commercial .223 bullets, but more penetra-
tion would be expected.

As a generality, lower muzzle velocities resulted in less expan-
sion, and therefore greater penetration because less fragmenting
occurred and bullets retained more weight. Frequently, however,
greater tissue damage was indicated by temporary wound cavity
sizes in these rounds, most notably the Federal 55 gr. Blitz King and 

“Lower muzzle velocities resulted in less 

expansion, and therefore greater penetration

because less fragmenting occurred and 

bullets retained more weight.”

Wipe that smile off your face! Ballistic testing is no laughing matter. Examining
the terminal performance of the .223 is serious business.

continued on page 63
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Under Lock & Key
There are some important points to con-

sider when purchasing a locking device.
Few makers recommend their respective
devices be placed on loaded guns. Indeed,
many, if not most, of the devices will not
work if the chamber is loaded, or if there is
a magazine in the gun. This brings up one of
the quandaries of the issue. You want to keep
a gun loaded for home protection, yet you
want to make it safe to keep accessible. 

You need to do your homework on this
one and decide for yourself which method
might be best, depending on how quickly
you might have to deploy a gun should the
need arise. A simple padlock through the
frame of a revolver will make it safe, but will

K
eeping the number of

accidental gun deaths at

a minimum is even more

important than ever in

today’s hot political climate with its sur-

rounding new gun laws. But if we can move

beyond the political and emotional rhetoric,

we should remember that any injury or death

caused by accidental misuse of a firearm is a

needless tragedy — there are just too many

effective safety devices available to gun-

owners today to let such accidents occur.
A cabinet full of firearms is no different

from a garage full of dangerous, sharp power
tools. Any one of them could quickly snuff
the life out of anyone that misuses or abuses
them, yet they exist safely in households all
across the country. Most children are taught
that tools can be dangerous if used incor-
rectly or haphazardly, and they learn not to
touch them unless an adult is watching.
Children can and should be taught to manage
themselves around firearms the same way. 

Yet, we can take another step with guns.
Although it might not be a bad idea to lock
power tools away when small children are
around, there is not an industry built around
“power-tool locks.” However, we find our-
selves surrounded by a myriad of available
means to safely, quickly and often very
inexpensively lock firearms sufficiently well
enough to make accidents almost impos-
sible. We should avail ourselves of those
opportunities.

not prevent its theft or keep little prying fin-
gers from fussing with it. A one-ton safe will
surely keep a loaded gun safe but will also
take some time to open should the need arise.

You must decide which is more appro-
priate for your situation — “out-of-sight”
storage or “at-hand” accessibility. Either
way, there is a wide range of solutions for
the problems at hand. From large safes to
small, single-handgun lock boxes to cable
and trigger locks, the choices are almost
endless. Let’s talk about some of them.

Safes
Names like Browning, Granite Security,

Liberty Safes, Fort Knox, Sun Welding and
GunGuard are just a few of the big names in
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Large safes and locking gun cabinets are an
ideal way to secure an entire gun collection.

Gun Locks & 
Security Devices

By Roy Huntington
When you look beyond the political rhetoric,

there is more to using a gun lock than 
just turning a key.



safe construction. From simple four- or six-
gun steel “boxes” to elaborate 50-gun, furni-
ture-quality safes, these companies offer the
ultimate protection for your valuables and
for your family. 

Many of the safes offer varying degrees
of protection from fire, usually described as
“30 minutes of exposure to 1,200 degrees,”
for instance. Valuable documents, jewelry,
cameras and more can also be placed in
these safes. 

Most are very heavy, with weight being
one of the factors that make them valuable
protection from the “grab it and run” burglar
crowd. You just can’t pick up a 700 lb. safe
and tote it away! 

Of course, the downside is the arrange-
ment for delivery and set-up, which can
often take several men and special equip-
ment. GunGuard has a simple solution to the
problem. Their products come in sections
that are assembled by the purchaser on-site
in less than an hour. Suddenly a 500- or 600-
lb. safe becomes manageable. 

Lock Boxes
Many of the big safe makers also offer

smaller units. Additionally, there are other
makers who specialize in just the smaller
sizes. Starlight Cases, QuickCase, V-Line,
Pelican, Homak, Ziegel Engineering,
Doskocil and most of the handgun manufac-
turers themselves offer small, one- to four-
handgun sized “boxes” that lock in a wide
variety of manners. 

From simple key locks that mirror the
performance of a desk lock to small pad-
locks, three-row combination locks and
sophisticated electronic locks requiring
push-button codes, you can choose the one
you are most comfortable with. 

Additionally, many of the “boxes” can be
bolted to a nightstand or wall to become
mini “safes” on their own. These work well

for people with smaller collections or for the
person who wants to keep a loaded handgun
“at hand” but safely stored.

Trigger And Other Locks
Many people feel comfortable with a

simple lock on the trigger guard of their gun.
Whether they can be applied to a loaded gun
should be carefully considered before
deciding on the manner the lock will be
used. An unloaded firearm with a trigger
lock installed is double safe; a loaded
handgun with a trigger lock installed is one
step away from being “live.” Weigh the
options carefully before making a decision.

Armadillo, CCL Security Products,
Franzen Security, H&R 1871, Safeway
Innovations, Saf-T-Lok and Saf-T-Hammer
all offer their respective ideas when it comes
to locking an individual firearm. There are
“bore” locks that effectively block the bore
of a handgun, usually in conjunction with
locking the cylinder in place, too. There are
cable locks that run through the barrel and
out the action area, culminating in a keyed or
combination lock of some kind. There are

devices that attach to the “innards” of a
gun, preventing the action of the

firearm from being manip-
ulated until a three-
digit code is entered
on a small keypad. 

Perhaps one of
the most innovative
to come along, and
the one which is

causing a real stir in the
industry, is the Saf-T-

Hammer. It’s
simply a very small

cylinder that a gunsmith
installs through the bottom of

virtually any trigger guard, just
behind the trigger. By using a sup-

plied “key,” the user simply turns the
lock until a pin protrudes into the trigger
guard. This makes it “impossible” to pull the
trigger, which makes firing the gun a rather
difficult proposition. 

The only pitfall with this system could
occur if a hammer/sear relationship is com-
promised by breakage. This would allow the
hammer to then be pulled back and released
on its own, as on a single-action revolver. Still,
the addition of a Saf-T-Hammer in combina-
tion with an unloaded firearm is a great idea. 

Integral Gun Locks
There has been a trend toward manufac-

turers actually building some type of locking
device into the construction of their gun. In
the ’70s, there was a .45 ACP carbine called
the “Commando” that had a three-digit com-
bination lock on the port side behind the
trigger. This device locked the trigger and, at
the time, was so new that buyers shunned
the idea, thinking it would “malfunction.”
Now we realize it was perhaps simply too
advanced for the time. 

Today, Taurus, Sako, Steyr and others are
designing locking devices into their guns
right on the drawing board. Taurus’ simple
key lock to the back of the hammer and
Sako’s keyed rifle action are two very ele-
gant solutions to this problem. A locked
action combined with another locking
device or safe makes it virtually impossible
for an accident to occur. It’s safe to say this
trend will continue.

Action Covers
Somewhere between a trigger lock, bore

lock or padlock and a lock box or safe, there
lies a gray area that has been filled nicely by
one or two companies. Specifically,
Firearmour and the Life Jacket by Mogul are
two designs that bear looking into. 
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Does a gun lock need to be high-tech or
specially designed? Heck no! A rusty old
Master Lock through the frame or behind
the trigger is one of the most effective
methods to secure a gun, but it sure isn’t
going to win any beauty contests.

Choose your gun safety devices wisely.
Innovative locks like the Life Jacket give
gun owners a measure of security while
still allowing fast — but not “instant” —
access to the defensive firearm.

continued on page 64



BY JOHN TAFFIN

THE WILDCAT 
.41 SPECIAL
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Although created as a duty and defensive cartridge, the .41
Special, chambered in this Model 586 revolver, is also a
fine hunting handgun, due to the outstanding ballistics of
the cartridge.

GUNS MAGAZINE

Created to 

surpass the 

ballistics of the

.44, this versatile 

cartridge is still 

a favorite among 

knowledgeable 

handloaders.

M
any shooters are familiar with the histories

of the .357 Mag. and the .44 Mag., but not

many are familiar with the .41 Mag., also

known as the .41 Special.

When the .38 Special was chambered in Smith &

Wesson’s large-framed sixgun, the Hand Ejector series, the

sixgun was the .38/44 Heavy Duty. Experiments soon led

the way to the first magnum sixgun cartridge, the .357 Mag.

in the specially crafted, finished and fitted Heavy Duty that

was simply known as the .357 Mag. in those pre-model-

number days.
The .44 Mag. goes back to the 1870s with the .44 S&W

American, which then became the .44 Russian when loaded
with slightly smaller diameter and inside-lubricated bullets,
and which in turn was lengthened to 1.16" to become the .44
Special. After 30 years of heavy loading, the .44 Special

evolved into the .44 Mag., the King of Handgun Cartridges.
It was in the 1940s that the newest Magnum,

the .41, arrived on the scene. While
the other two loadings
could trace their ancestry
way back, the .41 Mag.
came about mainly

through the efforts of Bill
Jordan, formerly of the

Border Patrol, and Elmer
Keith. It was designed to be a

police and defensive cartridge but
arrived in full-blown magnum form and in a sixgun too large
for most to be willing to carry for all-day duty.



A side-by-side comparison, from left, of the .38
Special, .357 Mag., .44 Special, .44 Mag., .41
Special and its predecessor, the .41 Magnum.

.41 SPECIAL LOADING DATA
CAST BULLET LOADS

Bull-X 215 gr. SWC Lyman 220 gr. Keith
Powder Charge Velocity Velocity
5.0 grs. Unique 798 fps 791 fps
6.0 grs. Unique 900 fps 922 fps
7.0 grs. Unique 1,027 fps 1,013 fps
7.0 grs. Universal 994 fps 990 fps
7.0 grs. Action Pistol 845 fps 836 fps
5.5 grs. Red Dot 1,001 fps 987 fps
5.0 grs. TiteGroup 904 fps 897 fps
5.5 grs. N100 942 fps 932 fps
13.5 grs. H4227 1,010 fps 982 fps
14.5 grs. H4227 1,037 fps 1,065 fps
15.5 grs. H4227 1,120 fps 1,100 fps
12.5 grs. #2400 1,063 fps 1,088 fps
13.5 grs. #2400 1,167 fps 1,173 fps
14.5 grs. #2400 1,227 fps 1,226 fps
9.0 grs. Blue Dot 1,008 fps 984 fps

10.0 grs. Blue Dot 1,122 fps 1,060 fps
11.0 grs. Blue Dot 1,211 fps 1,156 fps
12.5 grs. AA#9 1,018 fps 987 fps
13.5 grs. AA#9 1,184 fps 1,173 fps
14.5 grs. AA#9 1,242 fps 1,225 fps

JACKETED BULLET LOADS
Speer 200 gr. JHP Speer 220 gr. JFP

14.5 grs. H4227 1,035 fps 1,037 fps
15.5 grs. H4227 1,080 fps 1,102 fps
16.5 grs. H4227 1,155 fps ——
12.5 grs. #2400 1,082 fps 1,063 fps
13.5 grs. #2400 1,157 fps 1,108 fps
14.5 grs. #2400 1,222 fps ——
12.5 grs. AA#9 1,042 fps 1,034 fps
13.5 grs. AA#9 1,142 fps 1,130 fps
14.5 grs. AA#9 1,207 fps ——
7.0 grs. Unique 1,043 fps 1,021 fps
7.5 grs. Unique 1,113 fps 1,079 fps
8.0 grs. Unique 1,175 fps ——
9.0 grs. Blue Dot —— 980 fps
9.5 grs. Blue Dot —— 1,008 fps
10.0 grs. Blue Dot —— 1,049 fps
10.5 grs. Blue Dot —— 1,085 fps
Firearm: Colt Single Action Army, Barrel Length: 51⁄2"
Brass: Midway .41 Mag. Trimmed To 1.160", Primer: CCI #350
Chronograph: Oehler Model 35p
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Using a .44 Special case as a guide, .41 Mag. brass is
trimmed for use in the .41 Special in this RCBS Trim Pro.

Black Sheep of the Magnums
The .41 Mag. does have a history, but it is not as easily

traced as that of the .357 or .44 Mag. The gunwriter,
Gordon Boser, like Keith and several others, was a real fan
of the .44 Special, but he dreamed of a flatter-shooting
sixgun cartridge. 

Boser started with a pre-war Colt Single Action Army,
re-chambered the cylinder, fitted it with a .404" barrel, and
the .401 Special was born. For brass, Boser used .401
Winchester cases cut to 1.2". 

Boser, who also later designed the Lyman #401452 for his
.401 Special and the .38-40, and #429360 for the .44 Special,
used a very hot load in his .401, consisting of 17.5 grs. of
#2400 with a 192 gr. bullet. He reported outstanding accuracy
up to 150 yards in a fixed-sighted Colt Single Action. That
load had to produce well over 1,400 fps in muzzle velocity.

The .41 Mag. arrived as a .41 instead of a .40, probably
to prevent anyone from converting old Colt Single Action
.38-40s and .41 Long Colts to the new cartridge by simply
fitting a new cylinder, or in the case of the .41 Long Colt,
courting disaster by simply re-chambering the cylinder. Not
only had the .40 become a .41, it was found only in large-
frame, heavy sixguns, the Ruger Blackhawk and Smith &
Wesson N-frame, nothing like the sleek Colt Single Action
Army that housed Boser’s pet wildcat. 

Handloading The .41
The best wildcats, at least the most enjoyable, are those

that are easy to load. For the .41 Special, we simply set the
RCBS Trim Pro with a .44 Special case, chuck up a .41
Mag. brass and trim to that length, and then use the Trim
Mate Case Prep Center to electronically chamfer
the inside of the case mouth and deburr the out-
side. Both of these machines work quickly and
easily. The Trim Mate also contains a primer
pocket brush that makes cleaning primer pockets
a simple matter.  

We have the brass, now we need dies —
which turns out to be quite simple. The newer
.41 Mag. three-die sets size and de-prime with
the first die and then expand on the second.
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These work perfectly for both .41 Mag.
and .41 Special brass. 

The third die, for seating and crimping
the .41 Mag., will probably not be able to be
turned down far enough to crimp .41 Special
brass. We simply found a used .41 Mag.
seating die and had a gunsmith trim enough
off the bottom of the die to allow proper
crimping with the shorter .41 Special brass.

Our favorite bullet for either the .41 Mag.
or the .41 Special is Lyman’s Keith design,
the #410459. This casts out hard at about
220 grs., and is sized to .410" and lubricated
for use in either case. For the .41 Mag., we
use a full house dose of #2400 for around
1,450 fps. Chambered in these sixguns, the
.41 Special is a cartridge for use mainly in
the 950 to 1,050 fps range, with 1,200 fps as
a possibility that is rarely used. 

Seven grains of either Alliant’s Unique or
Hodgdon’s Universal is right at 1,000 fps
with the Lyman bullet, and both loads shoot
incredibly accurately in the two single-
action sixguns. For a little lighter home-cast
.41 bullet, we go with RCBS’s #41-200 that
drops out right at 200 grs.

Cast Lead Jackets
We don’t always feel like casting, so our

most-used bullets in the .41 Special come
from Bull-X and Oregon Trail. Both offer a
215 gr. SWC bullet. For a jacketed bullet we
do not go with the conventional jacketed bul-
lets offered by so many companies, but rather
the older style three-quarter jacketed bullets
from Speer. Copper-cupped so that no lead
touches the bore, these soft lead core designs
come in both a 200 gr. HP and a 220 gr. FP. 

At .41 Special muzzle velocities, con-
ventional jacketed bullets probably won’t
expand out, but these will. They are the
choice for lung shots on smaller, deer-sized
critters with the .41 Special. We especially
prefer the 200 gr. HP version at 1,050 to
1,100 fps with either 7.0 grs. of Unique or
12.5 grs. of #2400. 

The .41 Special works just fine with
many common pistol powders. Standard
loads use either Unique or Universal, while
heavier chores fall to either #2400 or H4227,
which is pretty much the norm for most
sixgun shooters for all calibers from .357
Mag. through .45 Colt. 

Even today, interest in this worthy
wildcat continues to grow. In fact, many six-
gunners who have gone the route of having
a Flat-Top or Three Screw Ruger .357 con-
verted to .44 Special are now working on a
similar sixgun in .41 Special. The .41
Special has nearly all the attributes dear to a
sixgunner’s heart: Brass is very easy to
make, loading is simple with a minimum of
effort and money necessary to accumulate
dies, accurate loads are commonplace, and
in the sixgun mentioned, it makes a very
pleasant shooting rig. Could we
ask for anything more? 
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Hornady 55 gr. Tactical Application for
Police. The best weight retention was the
military-issue SS-109 at 2,550 fps, which
bent but remained intact. 

The greatest anomaly was Federal’s 50
gr. TNT hollowpoint, which chronographed
2,958 fps in the 16" Colt (7.5" penetration)
and only 2,363 in the HK-53 (9.5"). In other
words, at nearly 600 fps less velocity, the
same TNT ammo from the HK yielded 2"
more penetration. 

Overall, the HK produced greater pene-
tration than identical rounds fired from the
Colt rifles because, as noted previously, its
lower impact velocities diminished frag-
mentation, and those bullets retained greater
mass which increased penetration.

Less Is More
If less is better, Federal and Hornady 50

and 55 gr. rounds from 16" Colts yielded the
most promising results. The rounds with the
least penetration were the Hornady .55 gr.
Tactical, which went to a measured depth of
7.25", Federal’s 50 gr. TNT HP, which pen-
etrated 7.50" when fired out of the 9.5" bar-
reled HK-53, and the Federal 55 gr. Blitz
King, which penetrated 9.75". All other
rounds penetrated at least 11".

Even with extreme penetration of 16",
Kent Sakamoto noted that the .223 rounds
all were comparable to a 185 gr. .40 cal-
iber pistol bullet, which, if plugged with
barricade material, can reach nearly twice
that distance.

Despite these results, there will be occa-
sions when tactical teams want more pene-
tration rather than less. Federal 55 gr.
Tactical Bonded and Winchester 50 gr.
Ballistic Tip ranked close to SS-109, all
falling in the 13" to 16" range of ballistic
gelatin penetration. Whether those figures
translate to similar performance in barricade
material can only be determined by empir-
ical tests for that specific purpose.

Some real-world data emerged from the
1993 military action in Somalia in which 18
American soldiers were killed on a “peace-
keeping” mission. Using SS-109 and M-855
5.56mm ammo, GIs reported multiple hits
on Somali insurgents with little or no effect. 

However, in fairness it should be noted
that multiple 7.62 hits from M60 machine
guns did not always anchor the target; some
gunmen were knocked off their feet and
bounced back up to return fire. Based on what
we observed in Scottsdale, SS-109 seems a
reasonable compromise between penetration
and wound cavity — just remember that no
hand-held firearm, up to and including a .50
caliber, can guarantee an immediate stop.

However, .223 rifles and carbines have
become widely accepted in law enforcement
circles because they afford greater fight-
stopping ability than pistol cartridges, either
in handguns or submachine guns. Whether
Dylan would take note or not, the
times have already changed.
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CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!
You’re licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You’re a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious messsage. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and
insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. G201,
1270 West Markham, Perris, CA 92571
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491



Rather than locking just the bore or the
trigger, these devices lock the entire gun and
keep prying fingers away from the levers,
buttons and action parts. These “sheaths,” if
you will, cover the majority of the gun body
and are usually key-locked. I have personal
experience with the Life Jacket and, for the
price (around $20), it offers a great deal of
value and peace of mind. One size can
handle almost any handgun, except for cer-
tain large-frame revolvers and autos. 

My Life Jacket safely held a Seecamp .32
or a full-sized Colt 1911 or Smith and Wesson
Model 66 safely and securely. The device can
be screwed onto a stud in the house to keep a
handgun easily at hand. If you’re going to
keep a loaded handgun readily accessible,
this type of device might just be the best idea.
You could even use it in combination with a
built-in lock (like a Taurus revolver, for
instance) and be doubly safe.

Hidden In Plain Sight
If you grew up in a “gun” household,

chances are pretty good you got up on a
chair to find your Dad’s .38 on the top shelf
of the closet. For that very reason, the top
shelf, under the socks or under the mattress
are all simply not options when it comes to
keeping your guns safe from kids. They will
find it eventually, so don’t even go there.

There are some manufacturers who offer
phony “picture frames” that open to hide a
handgun, or some other common household
object that in reality holds a handgun. This
“hidden-in-plain-sight” approach is a good
idea, but you’re playing the odds if it also
doesn’t offer some kind of locking protec-
tion. Don’t go halfway!

Soft Cases
Many manufacturers offer the ability to

snap a small padlock onto their soft gun
cases, locking the zipper closed. This might
be okay for transporting your guns to the

range to meet state transportation laws, but
put it out of your mind if you think it offers
security at home. Either the cheap padlock
will fail (I’ve had them fall apart in my hand)
or simply a determined 9-year-old will figure
out a way to get that zipper open. They are a
great way to store your guns, but don’t be
lulled into thinking a soft case is “secure.”

We’ve only touched upon some of the
designs available on today’s market. Like
most things in life, though, it’s not always
the equipment that makes the difference, but
the mind behind it. A decent security device,
coupled with some intensive parent/child
interaction, can keep your home safe from
firearm accidents and help to keep shooting
the safe, exciting sport it is. 

As gun owners, it is incumbent upon us
to do what we can to keep our kids safe and
to prevent accidents. Simply spending as
little as five or six dollars can
often make the difference. 
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Armadillo/Kennesaw Enterprises, Inc.
Kennesaw Due West Road
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 426-8514

Browning
Route 1
Morgan, UT 84050
(801) 876-2711

Cannon Safe Inc.
216 S. 2nd Avenue, Bldg. 932
San Bernardino, CA 92408
(909) 382-0303
www.cannonsafe.com

CCL Security Products
199 Whiting Street
New Britain, CT 06051
(800) 733-8588

Doskocil Mfg. Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1246
Arlington, TX 76004
(800) 433-5185

Fort Knox Security Products
1051 N. Industrial Park Road
Orem, UT 84057
(800) 821-5216
www.ftknox.com

Franzen Security Products 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #115-327
Moorpark, CA 93021
(800) 922-7656
www.securecase.com

Granite Security Products
5216 David Strickland Rd.
Forest Hill, TX 76119
(817) 561-9095
www.granitesafe.com

Graystone Group, L.L.C.
3627 N. Wilton Avenue
Chicago, IL 60613
(773) 525-2346
Fax: (773) 913-2832

GunVault, Inc.
2205 W. Lone Cactus, Ste. C21
Phoenix, AZ 85027
(623) 445-0309
www.gunvault.com

H&R 1871, Inc.
60 Industrial Rowe
Gardner, MA 01440
(978) 632-9393

Homak Manufacturing Co., Inc.
5151 W. 73rd
Bedford Park, IL 60638
(800) 874-6625

Liberty Safe & Security
1060 N. Spring Creek Place
Springville, UT 84663
(800) 247-5625
www.libertysafe.com

Mogul Company, L.L.C.
1312 Hardage Lane
Colleyville, TX 76034
(817) 251-2151

Mossberg Safe Systems
7 Grasso Avenue
North Haven, CT 06473
(203) 230-5324

National Security Safe Co.
1060 Spring Creek Place
Springville, UT 84663
(801) 756-7706, ext. 301

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Pelican Products
23215 Early Avenue
Torrance, CA 90505-4002
(800) 473-5422

Remington Arms Co., Inc.
870 Remington Drive
Madison, NC 27025
(336) 548-8591
www.remington.com

Safeway Innovations
P.O. Box 644
Saddle River, NJ 07458-0644
(201) 825-2834
www.safewayinnovations.com

Saf-T-Lok
18245 SE Federal Highway
Tequesta, FL 33469
(800) 723-8565
www.saf-t-lok.com

Sun Welding Safe Co.
290 Easy Street #3
Simi Valley, CA 93065
(800) 729-7233

TruckVault
P.O. Box 734
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
(800) 967-8107
www.truckvault.com

Ziegel Engineering
1390 E. Burnett St. #F
Signal Hill, CA 90806
(562) 427-8522
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The point here is that ammunition selec-
tion is critical. Accuracy beats power every
time. The optimum choice would be the
medium velocity loads, but tolerance levels
vary, and each shooter must find the hottest
load with which you can still maintain com-
fort and reasonable combat accuracy. With
the hottest stuff, only the best trained can
manage more than a few shots before they
begin to flinch. That’s the real breaking point.

The S&W Airlite Ti revolvers carry a
warning that advises against the use of lead
bullets or — in the case of the .44 Specials
— bullets weighing more than 200 grs. The
scandium revolvers may carry a similar
warning. But the warnings are sometimes
misunderstood. 

Using lead bullets poses absolutely no
risk of damage to the gun. Instead, it is a
matter of recoil. Sometimes the light guns
will act just like an inertia bullet puller and
the bullets in an unfired round can move for-
ward in the cylinder to the point where they
interfere with cylinder rotation. It doesn’t
happen all the time, and the amount and type
of crimp in the ammo is critical, but S&W
felt that it was best to include the warning. If
you want to shoot some lead just check to be
sure the bullets aren’t pulling in the process.

The S&W scandium revolvers aren’t guns
you will want to take with you for a pleasant
day on the range. They are, however, well-
designed pocket revolvers for those who can
and must carry a gun for personal protection.
Drawing on the best firearms technology
from yesterday, today and tomorrow, the
scandium revolvers set a new
standard in defensive firearms.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Smith & Wesson Inc.
2100 Roosevelt Ave.

Springfield, MA 01102
(800) 331-0852

Author’s note: Much of the historical
information comes from Roy Jinks’definitive
History of Smith & Wesson. It is available
from S&W. 
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“Scandium was discovered
in 1879 as a tiny component
of tin and tungsten ores. It
costs about 10 times more

than gold, but when it is
alloyed with aluminum, the

resultant material is as
much as three times

stronger than the alloys
used in firearms today.”
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THE J-FRAME
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THE SAFEST HANDGUN IN THE WORLD

Digital Safety
High Grip Safety
Internal Drop Safety
Internal Firing Pin Block
Frame Mounted Manual Safety
Keyed Internal Locking Device
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The LCSII ultra-concealment holster was "Born Out Of A Need" in
1981 for the law enforcement officer, as a comfortable, reliable and
virtually undetectable in the pants holster for under-cover or back-
up weapons.  The LCSII is 100 percent handcrafted from top-grade
leather and the same holster accommodates all popular revolvers
with up to 4" barrels and automatics with up to five-inch barrels
including S&W .44 MAG. and other revolvers, SIG/SAUER, Colt,
S&W, Ruger, Glock 17 & 19, Browning HP, Beretta, Taurus, HK, and
Walther 9mm and .45 autos.  Also Walther P-38 and P-88,Glock,
S&W and Colt .45 & 10mm, and many more.
The versatility of design allows the wearer to position the LCSII for
right or left hand, straight draw or FBI style forward tilt or cross
draw and still have a smooth, fast draw.The LCSII is priced at
$54.95 plus $4.95 for shipping and handling.
The LCSB is identical to the traditional leather LCSII except it is
crafted from black waterproof ballistic nylon and lined with luxuri-
ous black waterproof doeskin suede and edge bound for durability,
comfort and lasting good looks. And at only $47.95, plus $4.95
shipping and handling.
A matching dual magazine pouch for the LCSII is $54.95 and the
LCSB is $47.95; (mag pouch also can accommodate a small back-
up weapon, like the S&W Model 36 or a .380 auto or the Sigma
.380 or New Glock 26 or 27). Dealer Inquiries Invited.
Catalog $3.00

LAW
CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, Inc.

P.O. BOX 861 Dept. AH-S
Issaquah, WA 98027

Credit Card Orders (800) 373-0116
lawconceal@aol.com

"ONLY YOU WILL KNOW”™
The Ultimate in Comfort, Concealment and Versatility

CONCEALMENT
SYSTEMS, INC.®

LAW

LCS II IN RH & LH FBI FORWARD TILT POSITION

LCSB(LG.) WITH S&W .44 MAG.

Fits like a 2nd Skin 

REMEMBER ---"Have The LAW On Your Side"™
Call for more info: (425) 391-4931 Fax: (425) 451-3959



T
oday’s world of defensive handguns, with its

focus on high-tech hardware and cutting-edge

design, seems to include no place for the

revolver, which some younger shooters regard almost as an

antique. Since the 1980s, the inroads made by semi-auto-

matic pistols into the world of handguns have overshad-

owed a domain that not long ago was exclusive to

revolvers. How quickly expectations change.
Although it’s now the exception rather than the rule to

see a law enforcement officer carrying a revolver, there was
once a time when semi-autos were scoffed at for duty use.
The old hands in the department would dismiss semi-autos
with a warning like, “Those things don’t work,” “They
always jam,” or “They’re not accurate.”

In the defensive handgun courses at Thunder Ranch, it’s
unusual to see a revolver among the 20 students on the firing
line. When one of the students is training with a revolver, it
is often the wrong revolver carried for the wrong reason.

A typical example is this: A student approaches the
shooting line at the beginning of the course with a 2"
revolver. Typically, this gun is carried by a student hardly
more than five feet tall who may not have put more than 50
rounds through their gun before signing up for the class.
This, of course, is not an issue of the size or experience
level of the shooter, but of what course of decision caused
them to choose a handgun that is notoriously difficult to
control as their primary defensive weapon.

As the training course proceeds, the shooter’s hand
strength won’t allow them to make it to the first training
evolution before they begin to have difficulties. “I have a
blister on my palm, my hand aches and I can’t squeeze the
trigger one more time,” they complain.

To which the instructor asks, “Why did you choose this
particular handgun?”

This is where the unfortunate truth comes out. “I like it
because it’s small and comfortable to carry.”

Clearly, someone has sold this person the wrong gun for
the wrong reasons. A gun should be carried because it is
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By Clint Smith

In an age of high-tech semi-auto pistols, the
sixgun still holds its own as a weapon for 

personal protection and home defense.

Defensive Revolvers

Offering a wide array of features and options, the S&W J-frame series is as
concealable as any pocket auto, and more powerful than most.
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comforting, not because it’s comfortable, and buying the
smallest possible gun as a primary self-defense tool is not
always a wise choice. Moreover, the long, heavy double-
action trigger of a short-barreled revolver that makes the
gun “safe” by making it more difficult to fire, also serves to
make this gun very awkward for novice shooters who have
not even had the chance to master a standard trigger, much
less an excessively heavy one.

Sixgun vs. Semi-Auto
The real issue is not whether or not revolvers are effec-

tive self-defense weapons. A quality sixgun in the hands of
an experienced shooter is an undoubted lifesaving tool.
Historically, revolvers have served their operators as well as
can be expected from a hand-held weapon system. (Which
is simply an acknowledgement of the fact that no knowl-
edgeable combatant would select a handgun as a first choice
if they knew that a fight was about to ensue.)

Autoloading pistols have, for the most part, an advantage
over revolvers in the realm of ammunition capacity, even
with today’s 10-round limit. Similarly, revolvers are slower
to reload for the average shooter.

Countering this is the revolver’s advantage in opera-
tional simplicity. While both weapon systems are reliable, a
semi-automatic that suffers a stoppage due to a misfiring
load requires a fairly detailed operation to clear; a revolver
simply requires a second stroke of the trigger.

For the most part, however, comparing semi-autos and
revolvers is much like comparing apples and oranges.
Weighing a full-sized Government Model 1911 against a
S&W Chief’s Special is hardly a fair contest. They are both
handguns, but that is about the extent of the comparison.

Put in general terms, the true extent of a revolver’s capa-
bility becomes apparent. Can a revolver serve you just as
well as a semi-auto for plinking, hunting and personal pro-
tection? Of course it can.

Would your life be in jeopardy if you carried a handgun
designed around this “archaic” revolving mechanism?
Certainly not.

All The Bells & Whistles
The revolver’s mode of operation is an issue for some

people — the gun’s exposed hammer gives the shooter the
ability to cock the gun and use it in single-action mode. Our
philosophy tends toward simplicity: Use the revolver in
double-action mode and be done with it. 

Cocking the hammer and firing a double-action revolver
in single-action mode simply wastes time in a defensive situ-
ation. If the lighter single-action trigger pull is necessary for

These two beefy .45 Colt custom S&W sixguns by
Hamilton Bowen, left, and Ron Power are adequate — and
even downright respectable — self-defense guns in an age
of autoloaders.
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This Class II-A-Kevlar soft body
armor will defeat the .45
ACP, .357 Mag., 9mm, 00
Buck and knife attack.
Tested at the Aberdeen
Proving Grounds by the
U.S. Government Edge-
wood Arsenal. Front
and back protectors:
$220.Side Panels:$45.00
per set. Trauma plate:
$35. Sizes S,M,L,XL.
ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. 158 gr. FMJ
$120/M, 9mm 115 gr. FMJ  $125/M, 40 cal. 180 gr. FMJ
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $175/M. Reloading since
1974. Send certified check or money order to:

BULLETPROOF VEST
DEALER PRICED

MPS Co., P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28106
Phone: (704) 847-8793  Fax (704) 847-4447

www.mpscompany.com

DEFENSE REVOLVERS
continued from page 67

making a shot at long range, you’re prob-
ably outside practical handgun range in any
case. Double-action firing can be very accu-
rate at long range; it is simply an acquired
skill.

Reloading the double-action revolver can
be accomplished via the use of speed loaders,
speed strips or by individual rounds.
Throughout the history of handguns, one of the
driving factors in design evolution has been
expediting the reloading process. From single-
shot pistols, handgun design progressed
through cap-and-ball revolvers and on to car-
tridge-firing revolvers, which required either a
loading gate or a break-top cylinder. Current
technology employs a cylinder that swings out
of the frame to unload spent cartridges.

Techniques for reloading modern
revolvers include both the retention of the
gun in the strong hand or the optional
method of transferring the revolver to the
opposite hand. Both techniques are viable;
they simply require adequate practice in
whichever technique you prefer.

Carrying options for the revolver are the
same as for a semi-auto. There are many
good holster designs currently available.
Most of these trace their roots deep into the
past, when the era of fighting with handguns
was truly in full swing.

Strong-side carry of a revolver, whether
inside or outside the waistband of the pants, is
always a wise choice, as it is for any defensive
handgun. A cross-draw holster can add an ele-
ment of cover, concealment and even comfort
in situations where you may be seated or
inside a vehicle for extended periods. 

Ankle holsters for back-up or “hideout”
guns work just as well for revolvers as for
small semi-autos. For some shooters, when
carrying a revolver there may be an issue of
“thickness” compared to a similarly sized
semi-auto, but this generally doesn’t
become an issue except with some of the
new breed of revolvers with a capacity of
seven or eight or more.

Carrying any handgun for personal pro-
tection means modifying both behavior and
wardrobe to accommodate the weapon, so
any minor differences between semi-autos
and revolvers in this area are academic argu-
ments at best.

Trust Your Life To The Best
Many factors have to be considered when

preparing to select a revolver for self-
defense. How large is your body frame?
How much experience do you have with
handguns? What is the intended application
of this handgun?

To illustrate the possible answers to these
questions, we’ve selected two modern
double-action revolvers to address the var-
ious options available to revolver users —
one small-frame, 2" version and one
large-frame model.

The choice of a small revolver is easy.
The Smith & Wesson J-frame series is an 



industry standard and comes in many
configurations and calibers. Options include
exposed hammer and hammerless models,
all steel, alloy frames and even the new
AirLite configurations. Regardless of your
preferences, these guns are all simple five-
shot revolvers, but the best of the bunch is
the new titanium Model 342 in .38 Special,
a pocket-sized, medium-powered concealed-
carry handgun.

Of course, the only thing better than a
342 AirLite Ti is two 342s, one carried on
the strong hip and one on the opposite side.
With this type of gun, reaching for a second
gun is a faster “reload” than trying to empty
and replenish the first gun under fire.

At the other end of the scale is the S&W
N-frame in the form of a pair of Model 25s
chambered in .45 Colt. Big-bore purists may
be shocked by this choice, but not everyone
wants to be “Dirty Harry” and carry a Model
29 .44 Magnum. For a shooter who is recoil
sensitive, or who is familiar with the per-
formance of the .45 cartridge, the Model 25
is a much better choice.

Our guns are custom jobs built by Ron
Power and Hamilton Bowen, the latter of
whom installed handmade lanyard rings on
both of the revolvers by request. While not
much of a benefit on a defensive gun, these
rings are a very helpful addition in field and
hunting environments.

While ivory stocks are somewhat of a
luxury, even these made by Roy Fishpaw
and Dan Pursley are designed with an eye
toward tactical use, with nearly identical
cut-outs for speed-loader use and an open,
flush fit against the backstrap. For best con-
trol, the stocks cover the front straps of both
guns, making them both remarkably accu-
rate and functional revolvers.

Carrying any handgun, including a
revolver, means you’ll have to address four
issues: speed of access, weapon security, com-
fort of carry and concealability. How you bal-
ance these factors is a personal choice, but be
assured that selecting a revolver does not auto-
matically put you at a disadvantage in any of
these categories. As with any handgun, you
must consider your needs and choices wisely
— only your life depends on it.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Smith & Wesson
(413) 781-8300

www.smith-wesson.com

Hamilton Bowen
(423) 984-3583

www.bowsarms.com

Dan Pursley
(505) 982-2845

Roy Fishpaw
(804) 993-3470

Power Custom Guns
(573-372-5684

www.powercustom.com
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extensive loading data for their 225, 270 and
300 gr. bullets in the .376 Steyr. Two of the
outstanding powders for the .376 turn out to
be BL-C2 and AA2230.

Steyr’s ProHunter rifle proved to be a
good match for the .376 chambering. With a
short, free-floated, 20" barrel, it’s a handy
gun, and quick to get into action. Because of
the expansion ratio of the .375 bore, the
short barrel really doesn’t give up much in
terms of practical velocity, and it balances
well offhand. The ProHunter .376 is fitted
with a stout set of adjustable open sights
and takes Browning A-Bolt size bases for
scope mounting.

The dark gray, synthetic stock is nicely
proportioned, comfortable to shoot, and the
length-of-pull can be adjusted between
13.5" and 12.75" by the removal of two
spacers that fit between the recoil pad and
the end of the butt. The butt is hollow and
could be used to store survival or other gear
if need be.

The chrome-plated, four-lug bolt carries
machining cuts that reduce its weight and
provide clearance recesses for dirt. It’s
easily disassembled but follow the direc-
tions exactly when reassembling.

The bolt features a very short lock time
that necessitates the use of a heavy main-
spring. From the offhand position, it is not
the easiest bolt to cock rapidly, and you can
cramp it when loading a new round quickly,
so a degree of practice is called for before
you head for the bush. As set by the factory,
the adjustable trigger had a crisp, double
stage 3.5 lb. let-off — refreshing in these
litigious times.

The flush, detachable magazine holds
three rounds of .376, which makes the rifle a
four-shooter. An extended magazine holding
eight rounds is available from Steyr. The
synthetic magazine features a partial release
that permits you to drop the magazine
slightly to unload the round in the chamber
or to chamber a single round.

The tang-mounted, three-position safety
is a color-coded rotating wheel that proved
both handy and quick. In the safe position,
an additional safety measure may be
achieved by pressing the bolt handle down
until it locks against the stock — a proce-
dure that locks the firing pin. When the
safety is returned to the “load” or “fire”
positions, the bolt handle automatically
returns to its normal operating position. 

All in all, the Steyr ProHunter teamed
with the new .376 Steyr/Hornady cartridge
is a great hunting combination right out of
the box and a modest and practical 21st cen-
tury alternative to the vener-
able .375 H&H. 
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STEYR PROHUNTER
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GSI, Inc.
PO Box 129

Trussville, AL 35173
(205) 655-8299

www.gsifirearms.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

2330 Wayne Haven Street
Fort Wayne, IN 46803

The Sinclair RestThe Sinclair Rest

Check Out Our Website:
www.sinclairintl.com

Call,  Write,  Fax, or E-mail
Us For A FREE Catalog!

(219) 493-1858
Fax (219) 493-2530

MasterCard
®We Accept

Our Sinclair Rest is the product of years
of refinement, range testing and actual
competition testing. The pedestal is a high
quality ductile iron casting with a powder
coat finish, and all the machined parts are
stainless steel. This rest is a precision
shooting platform which will perform
flawlessly for a long, long time. Seven
available models and five different tops
make the Sinclair Rest the most versatile
rest on the market.



We’ve used the analogy before but it’s
exactly like the $5 socket sets that are virtu-
ally irresistible to buy. You know they are no
good, you know they will break when you
use them, but you buy them anyway and
they break when you use them. 

Features to look for? If it’s a leather rig,
get full-grain, vegetable-tanned leather. Full-
grain means it’s honest-to-goodness real
leather and not suede, pressed and rubbed
until it looks like leather on the outside. The
inside of a suede holster is mealy and
“punky” and falls apart almost instantly —
thumb snaps pull out, belt loops come apart,
stitching pulls through and bits and pieces of
your new holster rub off on your blue jeans.
Plus, people who know better will stare and
point. Some might even laugh. Out loud.

You want vegetable-tanned because
chrome- or metal-tanned means the tanning
process breaks down the fibers in the leather
and makes it softer (like a leather coat). It
feels dandy and looks even better, but it
won’t hold a molded fit. 

The Proof Is In The Performance
Where do we start on holster design,

anyway? Use your gut here. If it looks
“clunky” and doesn’t seem to “feel” right in
your hand, there is probably a reason. If the
holster seems “light” in weight for its size,
the color seems “off,” the stitching looks
“just a little crooked,” the inside of the hol-
ster is shedding “genuine full-grain leather”
like an old shaggy dog in August and you
think, “Gee, there is something about this
holster that I don’t like,” listen to yourself.
You’re being smart. If the design seems ele-
gantly simple, not “too much” and not “too
little,” look closer. 

It only takes three points to hold a gun.
Pick up an auto-pistol in your left hand and
with the butt to right, point the muzzle down
(making sure the damn thing is unloaded
first, please). Using your right hand, put
your pointer finger on the bottom of the
trigger guard, flush against the grip where it
meets the trigger guard. Then rest the front
of the trigger guard on the side of your
middle finger. Now take your thumb and
reach around and bring it to bear on the top
of the slide at the ejection port. Now let go
with your left hand. Presto, you’ve just made
a holster. See how simple? When there are 2
lbs. of leather involved just to hold a 1 lb.
gun (the same gun you just held with three
fingers) then something is amiss.

As Good As Your Gun
Anyone who has carried a gun around for

any length of time has migrated to a light-
weight handgun of some kind. Smith &
Wesson’s new titanium J-frames, Taurus’
line of titanium pistols and other polymer-
framed wonder guns are being sold by the
boxcar load for a reason. They are just plain
nifty to carry, which means they’re there
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METHODS OF CARRY
continued from page 41

Kershaw’s
MODEL 3340

Groves Edge, Inc.
3760 E. 350 S., Bringhurst, IN 46913

1-800-248-2181

4 7/8” Closed. 440A Stainless Clip Back Blade, Zinc
Alloy Handles w/checkered ABS inlay. Comes with

sheath. Catalogs with over 100 brands: $8.00.

WILDCAT RIDGE II

Special Offer!

$37.35+S&H



when you need them. 
Find a rig that is simply designed and

well-made. We’re talking quality here.
Okay, you don’t always have to buy a
Rosen holster, but there is a reason his gear
is so popular. 

Find a factory or maker who does what
you need done in the way of solutions and
then offers them in a quality final product.
Before you plunk down your hard-earned
dollars, however, see if the store will let you
try it on and put a gun into it. You test-drive
a car before you buy it, don’t you? 

Put the thing on and see if it pokes, prods
or pulls your Wranglers down. Often a hol-
ster looks very pretty in its clear plastic bag,
but on your hip it sticks out, bites and other-
wise makes itself known as an ill-conceived
product of a demented, uninformed mind.
Just because it says it’s a “holster” doesn’t
mean it really is one!

Look for a design that puts the butt where
you want and need it to be. This is especially
important for women, who often don’t have
the torso length for a high-riding belt rig
(think pancake or even some belt slide
designs here). Small-framed shooters often
are not able to draw the gun easily (espe-
cially full-sized autos) without connecting
with their underarm. 

Thad Rybka, Kramer and a few others
build holsters fit just for ladies. They are
tough, proven and just as equal to the job as
any “man’s” holster, but they position the
butt of the gun at about the belt level. A short
“drop” to the shank makes it possible for
ladies (or some men) to suddenly have the
room to actually draw a handgun without
having to do the Macarena to accomplish the
delicate act. Elegant simplicity in design and
in the final product is what counts here. 

Much ado is put forth about “printing,”
that faux pas that happens when you bend
over and the outline of yer piece, as it were,
shows beyond the boundaries of your photo-
journalist vest. Frankly, too much worry is
given to the idea. 

The average Joe wouldn’t see a “printed”
gun if it were in their face. Besides, with all
the cellular phones, palm pilots, pagers and
related electronic gadgets on our belts today
who’s to know what it really is anyway?
Take this concern into thought however, and
make sure the new holster you’re contem-
plating doesn’t sit like a lump on your hip,
grabbing and goobering-up the clean lines of
your suit coat. 

Synthetics And Such
Have you noticed the “sin” in synthetic?

To many shooters, this is not a coincidence.
We’ve had our share of plastic holsters and
have to admit it’s sort of difficult to get very
close to them, in a personal way. 

But all is not lost. Look at Blade Tech —
it’s hard to argue that there is much wrong
with either the ideas or the materials
involved. The new generation of synthetic
rigs is virtually maintenance-free, is often
very affordable and at times provides great
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151-G Atkinson Hill | Bardstown, KY 40004
Phone: 1-800-726-1696 | Fax: (502)349-9596

www.compasseco.com

Request a FREE catalog!

Shipped within 24 hours • 90-day warranty • Scopes and 
pellets available • Add $10 S/H • KY, IN & OH residents add

sales tax • ADULT air rifles cannot be sold to minors under 18.

Tech Force 36

Tech Force 97

Tech Force 25

New! Tech Force 66 Tactical Air Gun 
(Magazine fed repeater for lead BBs or special .177 pellets)

Tech Force Air Guns
Excitement! Performance! Value!

750 FPS• 10 Rd Magazine • Disassembles and fits in own
briefcase • Fixed 4X32 scope included  • Side lever 
cocking $99.95
500 rds lead BBs  $5.95 400 rds special pellets  $4.95 2 extra clips  $5.95

1000 FPS in .177 Cal/800 FPS in .22 Cal • Adj. Trigger 
• Barrel break• Interchangeable front sight insert

$125.00

900 FPS in .177 Cal/700 FPS in .22 Cal • Excellent trigger
• Underlever cocking $99.95

900 FPS • 177 Cal • Easy underlever cocking $89.95



performance. Of course, the very traits that
make synthetics cool can also make them
“cheap,” if you get our drift.

If well-designed (remember the finger
test we did?) and manufactured in a quality
manner, a good “plastic” holster can handle
the chores. Watch out for thin, bendy plastic
that you can easily distort, tear or pull apart.
We’d be hesitant with a paddle rig made of
plastic that didn’t attach the paddle to the
holster body with something other than a
couple of rivets. Once a bad guy gets a hand
on a holster like that, he may come away
with it. Oops. 

What Do You Need?
It would take a longish book to cover all

the ins and outs of carry methods. Figure out
what your “real” need might be. Which gun
are you actually going to carry? What’s your
lifestyle? Shorts and tennis shoes? Suits and
jackets? Hot weather or cold? Are you portly
(or even just plain on the fat side) or skinny
as a rail? Do you sit in a car  or stand behind
the counter of a jewelry store? All of these
considerations factor into your final deci-
sions. Go slowly and pay more than you
want to, but not less than
you should!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Blade Tech Industries, Inc.
3060 SO 96th St.

Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 581-4347

www.bladetech.com

Butler Creek Corp.
290 Arden Dr.

Belgrade, MT 59714
(800) 423-8327

www.butler-creek.com

Kramer Leather
P.O. Box 112154

Tacoma, WA 98411
(800) 510-2666

www.kramerleather.com

MTM Case Gard Co.
P.O. Box 14117

Dayton, OH 45413
(800) 543-0548

Mitch Rosen Extraordinary
Gunleather

300 Bedford St.
Manchester, NH 03101-1102

(603) 647-2971
www.mitchrosen.com

Rybka Custom Leather Equipment
134 Havilah Hills St.
Odenville, AL 35120
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www.KIRKPATRICKLEATHER.com

KIRKPATRIC
LEATHER COMPANY K
Manufacturing Quality Leather Since 1968

“Marshall”
$340.00

plus $8.00s&h

For  catalog
send $5.00 to:

P.O. Box 677GM 
Laredo,  Tx  78042

or call us at 1(800) 451-9394

“Santa Fe”
$245.00

plus $8.00s&h

NOW ON THE
INTERNET

Please send 
$5.00 

for Catalog #21

Golden Age’s new 240 page fully illustrated catalog number 21
offers thousands of muzzle loading gun parts for the shooter and
builder. Also available are custom knife kits, books on Americana
and leather goods.

115 E. HIGH ST • BOX 366 • ASHLEY, OHIO 43003
(740) 747-2488

S & K  SCOPE MOUNTS • S & K SCOPE MOUNTS • S & K SCOPE MOUNTS 

TRY THEM!
WEIGH THEM!
USE THEM!
OBVIOUSLY!
FOR LIFE!

Home of the Insta-Mounts (for Military Types)

Presents:   SKulptured Bases
Smooth Kontoured Rings

PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTS PATENTED

Easy Installation
the lightest
the strongest
The Best!
Guaranteed

All Steel, Fully Machined, Windage Mounts
Ask about our discounts for former Conetrol customers.

Send For Brochure:
S & K SCOPE MOUNTS
RD 2 BOX 72E
SUGAR GROVE, PA 16350
Tel: 800-578-9862 or 
814-489-3091
Fax: 814-489-5466
Website:
www.scopemounts.com







rgentina’s armed forces used the Colt Model 1911 pistol for

many years — the Argentine Navy purchased 321

Government Model handguns in 1914 and then formally

adopted it as the “Modello 1916.” The Argentine army

ordered another 10,000 Model 1911s, which were delivered

in May 1919. 
In 1927, Argentina ordered additional pistols from Colt.

The resultant “Modello 1927” featured the 1911A1 modifi-
cations recently adopted by the United States Army. After
Colt delivered 10,000, the Argentine government built
74,866 more at its “Domingo Matheu” factory in Rosario. 

As the Argentines built the Modello 1927, engineers
suggested a few changes to simplify produc-
tion, though these changes did not appear in
the Modello 1927. One of these engineers was
Dr. Arturo Ballester of the Hispano Argentina
Fabrica de Automoviles, S.A (HAFDASA) of
Buenos Aires, a firm created in 1929 by
Ballester and Eugenio Molina to build cars,
buses, trucks and diesel engines. 

Meanwhile,z the Bonifacio Echeverria fac-
tory in Spain was building a series of Model
1911 clones known as the “Star” pistols.
Though based on Colt’s design, the Star lacked
some of its refinements, making it easier to
produce. The .45 caliber Star Model P influ-
enced the Ballester-Molina pistol’s design. 

In 1937, with war clouds gathering omi-
nously over Europe and Asia, the Argentine
military gave HAFDASA a pistol contract.

The resultant pistol is known variously as the Ballester-
Rigaud, Ballester-Molina or HAFDASA, and was the HAF-
DASA firm’s first gun. 

Foreign Yet Familiar
The Ballester-Molina is virtually the same size and

shape as the U.S. Model 1911A1: 8.5" long, with a 5" barrel
and a 36-oz. unloaded weight. The Ballester-Molina uses
the same seven-shot magazine as the M1911A1, and all
operating controls are in the same locations. 

The Ballester-Molina differs from the Model 1911A1 in
lacking a grip safety and in using a pivoting trigger rather
than a sliding type; however, the serrations used to operate
the Ballester-Molina pistol’s slide are most distinctive.
Instead of the M1911’s 18 evenly spaced vertical serrations,
the Ballester-Molina’s eight slide serrations appear in three
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Argentina’s 
BALLESTER-MOLINA PISTOL

The Ballester-Molina pistol, a conglomera-
tion of elements from the 1911, Star Model
P and original Argentinean design, was
adopted by the Argentine military in 1937. 

By Gene Gangarosa, Jr.

A unique convergence of design elements makes this
Argentine pistol a real collector’s piece — 

and a very enjoyable shooter.



groups, with three in the forward group, three
in the middle and two in the rearmost group. 

The hardwood stocks use a distinctive pat-
tern of 19 vertical serrations. The stocks are
also thicker than those of a Model 1911, so
the pistol feels slightly wider. The trigger
guard is slightly narrower at the front than the
Model 1911’s; neither pistol is well-suited to
handling while the shooter is wearing heavy
gloves, an unfortunate omission shared by
most contemporary military handguns. 

Another problem the Ballester-Molina
shares with contemporary military pistols is
undersized sights. Operation of the Ballester-
Molina pistol, including shooting and field-
stripping, is identical to the Colt Model 1911. 

The Ballester-Molina’s internal mechan-
ical changes from the M1911 include a
shorter hammer strut, a firing-pin stop
without relief cuts on its sides and a larger-
diameter safety lock pin. While none of
these changes alter the Ballester-Molina
pistol’s handling, they greatly degrade parts
interchangeability between a Ballester-
Molina and an Argentine Modello 1927 or
U.S. Model 1911A1. A Ballester-Molina
slide will fit loosely and function on a Colt
or equivalent Argentine-made frame, but a
Ballester-Molina frame is too wide to accept
a Model 1911 slide. 

The Ballester-Molina is well-made, with
a highly polished blue-black finish. A
“Ballester-Rigaud” (Rorice Rigaud being
the chief engineer) slide marking disap-
peared after 1939 in favor of the better-
known “Ballester-Molina” slide inscription.

The right side of the slide may include an
Argentine government crest just ahead of the
slide serrations. Also on the right side of the
slide, the name of an official Argentine mil-
itary or police agency may appear. 

Serial numbers occur inside the slide
(visible only when the slide is removed from
the frame) and on the left side of the main-
spring housing on the frame. An issue
number may also appear on the top of the
slide, ahead of the rear sight. 

In addition to the standard .45 caliber
service pistol, from 1940 to 1953 HAFDASA
also produced smaller numbers of .22 Long
Rifle Ballester-Molinas. Identical in size and
appearance to the .45 caliber weapon, these
used a blowback bolt to accommodate the
lower recoil of the rimfire cartridge. These
guns were issued for training to Argentine
military and police agencies. Compared to the
.45 caliber service pistol, .22s are rare today
due to limited production. 

Into The Fray
The Ballester-Molina’s appearance was

timely, and the Argentine government lost
no time in issuing the pistol, first to military
units, followed by police issue. While
Argentina managed to stay out of World
War II, many Ballester-Molina pistols made
it to the fighting. 

In 1940, the British Purchasing
Commission visited the Americas to buy war 
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materials. Fresh from their forced evacua-
tion at Dunkirk, where British soldiers had
escaped but left their equipment behind, the
British bought every firearm they could. 

To the hard-pressed British, the
Ballester-Molina looked good. It used the
widely respected .45 ACP cartridge. The
British were well acquainted with its parent
pistol, the Model 1911, having issued it to
the Royal Air Force during World War I.
They purchased about 15,000 Ballester-
Molina pistols. 

A top-secret espionage and sabotage unit
called Special Operations Executive (SOE)
received many of these guns. Secret agents
of the SOE, carrying Ballester-Molina pis-
tols, were dropped behind enemy lines in
occupied Europe, working closely with local
resistance forces to make life tough for the
Nazis and their collaborators. 

The Nazis fought back hard, and losses
among SOE operatives were heavy. Many
SOE agents never returned from their mis-
sions, so Ballester-Molina pistols show up in
Europe on occasion. 

The British issued another 10,000
Ballester-Molina pistols to their 8th Army
fighting in the North African desert against
Italian and German forces. The pistols
served well, despite the region’s extremely
harsh climactic conditions. 

After World War II, Ballester-Molina
issue continued in Argentina. Production
finally stopped in 1953. Exact figures have
not been published, but the manufacturing
run certainly ran into the tens of thousands. 

In the 1960s, a locally produced variant of
the 9mm Browning High Power pistol began
supplanting the Ballester-Molina, at which
point some were released for export. Ballester-
Molinas remained in limited service, particu-
larly in naval and police hands, as late as the
1982 South Atlantic War, which Argentina
fought against Britain over the Falkland
Islands. In the 1990s, Argentina released its
remaining Ballester-Molina pistols from
reserve stocks, and many of these were
imported into the United States. Other com-
mercial sales were made in Latin America. 

From Service To Sport
The Ballester-Molina pistol demon-

strated excellent accuracy, for a service
pistol. Moreover, its reliability proved flaw-
less, even with hollowpoint bullets that
sometimes jam older military guns not
designed for such ammunition. 

Like the M1911A1, the Ballester-Molina
pistol points well and has a solid, reliable
feel that inspires great confidence. During
its heyday, this was one of the best military
pistol models. Indeed, this old dog can teach
a few tricks to the newcomers! 

Colt collectors once turned up their noses
at the Ballester-Molina, regarding it as a
cheap copy. Today it gets more respect as a
well-made, interesting and high-performing
handgun with a rich history. 
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The Complete Barrel
Stress Relief Process
TECHNOLOGY FOR 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM

First we developed the deep
cryogenic barrel stress relief
process for Cryo-Accurizing.

Second we engineered the
Tri-Lax process, a techno-
logical breakthrough com-

bining sonic, electromagnetic
and deep cryogenic tem-

pering.

NOW
Further improvements,

advanced technology and
quality engineering have

resulted in enhanced
processing techniques

providing you with
greater benefits.

Tri-Lax®

Handgun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00
Rifle/Shotgun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $49.50
Dbl Bbl Shotgun . . . . . . . . . . . $62.50
50 Cal/Bull Barrel . . . . . . . . . . $74.50

*Cryogenic process only by specific written
request.

Add $9 for return S/H and $300 Insurance.
For Tri-Lax add $10 for a receiver or 3 choke tubes.
For Cryo only add $6 for receiver or 3 choke tubes.

Cryo Only*
Handgun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21.95
Rifle/Shotgun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.95
Dbl Bbl Shotgun . . . . . . . . . . . $37.95
50 Cal/Bull Barrel . . . . . . . . . . $45.95

BARREL STRESS RELIEF

Accurizing Patent 5,865,913

®

Call the Experts!
New Technology!

CRYO-ACCURIZING
2250 North 1500 West 

Ogden, UT 84404

801-395-CRYO
801-395-2796

20002000

VISIT US AT
SHOT SHOW 2001

BOOTH # 6653 & 4870
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New Magnum Air Rifle
From RWS

The Model 350 Magnum air rifle
from RWS is manufactured in Germany
for the U.S. market. It propels a .177 cal-
iber pellet 1,250 fps and delivers out-
standing accuracy. The Model 350
features a polished hardwood check-
ered stock, adjustable two-stage trigger
and adjustable front and rear sights.
Protected by full lifetime warranty.
Dynamit Nobel, 81 Ruckman Rd.,
Closter, NJ 07624,  (201) 767-1995,
FAX: (201) 767-1589

New Mauser M2
Semi-Auto Pistol

The Mauser M2 semi-automatic
pistol offers outstanding stopping
power in a slimline compact
design. It is available in three cal-
ibers .357 SIG, .40 S&W and .45
ACP. In .45 ACP the Mauser M2
has an eight-round magazine,
while the other two have 10-
round capacities. Other impor-
tant features include short-recoil operation
for improved accuracy, striker-fired oper-
ating system, rotating barrel lock-up, four-
point safety system, aluminum alloy frame

with nickel chromium
steel slide and
optional manual

external safety. Comes
with lockable hard case,

trigger lock and extra magazine.
SIG Arms, Corporate Park, Exeter, NH
03833, (603) 772-2302, FAX: (603)
773-2133, www.sigarms.com

Wild Cat Skinner
From Katz Knives

The Wild Cat model K-103 fixed-blade
skinning knife is as sturdy and functional as it
is attractive. It features full tang construction,
a razor-sharp blade that measures 45⁄8" long
and nearly l/4" thick. The diamond check-
ered Kraton handle gives a comfort-
able, non-slip grip even in adverse
weather conditions.  A full 2"
serration at the top of the
blade offers the user addi-
tional finger or thumb
support if needed.
Handle options
include white
Micarta, cherry-
wood and Sambar staghorn.
Katz Knives, P.O. Box
730, Chandler, AZ, 85224, (480)
786-9334, FAX: (480) 786-9338,
www.katz-knives.com

“Breech Block”
From Safety Now

Safety Now introduces the Breech
Block, a simple, inexpensive product that
prevents the accidential firing of handguns,
rifles and shotguns. The bright orange
Breech Block mock shell is inserted into the
chamber to render the firearm incapable of
accepting ammunition. The Breech Block
requires between 4 and 10 lbs. of pressure to
remove. Safety Now, P.O. Box 121,
Lakehead, CA 95051, (530) 238-8069,  e-
mail: safetynowinc@aol.com, www.safe-
tynowinc.com

New Fleece Socks
From Wyoming Wear

Wyoming Wear’s new fleece socks pro-
tect the hunter and outdoorsmen’s feet from
even the coldest
and wettest con-
ditions in the
field. Fleece is
softer and
smoother, more
comfortable, dries
90 percent faster
and is 66 percent
lighter than wool.
The knitted
fleece material is
sewn with a flat-lock

stitched seam to ensure the
sock retains its shape and keeps feet

warm in cold weather and cool in
warm weather. Wyoming Wear,

P.O. Box 3127, Jackson Hole,
WY 83001, (307) 886-3144,

FAX: (307) 886-9405,
www.wyomingwear.com

New Variomax Shotgun
From Franchi

Benelli USA is importing the new Model
912 Franchi Variomax 3l⁄2" autoloading
shotgun for the serious turkey or waterfowl
hunters. The Variomax has a lightweight
receiver and multi-lugged rotary bolt, which
locks directly into the chrome barrel. The

gas system is designed
to accommodate 23⁄4", 3 and 3l⁄2" shells. The
patented dual safety system blocks the sear
and removes tension from the hammer
spring if the bolt is out of battery. The
Variomax is also offered in the new
Advantage Timber High Definition camou-
flage. Benelli USA, 17603 Indian Head
Hwy, Accokeek, MD 20607-2501, (301)
283-6981, FAX: (301) 283-6988,
www.benelliusa.com

New Walther Knives
From Gutmann Cutlery

Under a special licensing
agreement, Gutmann Cutlery
is offering a complete line
of Walther knives.
Included are the com-
pact Walther
Collector’s Series
p o c k e t k n i v e s ,
which feature
detailed scrimshaw images of the PPK, P38
and P99 model semi-automatic pistols on the
handle. Each knife measures 23⁄8" closed,
with a 15⁄8" 440C stainless steel blade. The
knives weigh just 1.2 ozs. Gutmann Cutlery,
P.O. Box 2219, Bellingham, WA 98227,
(360) 650-9141, FAX: (360) 676-1075, e-
mail:customerservice@gutmanncutlery.com
, www.gutmanncutlery.com

New Semi-Auto Shotgun
From European American

European American Armory introduces
the Model MP-153 31⁄2" semi-automatic, gas-

operated shotgun. With its self-regu-
lating/adjustable gas exit valve, the
shooter can go from light to heavy

loads without the need of a conversion kit.
The MP-153 feeds 12-gauge shells (23⁄4", 3"
and 3l⁄2") in one magazine tube, mixed or
matched. From the factory, the MP-153 will
fire 23⁄4" (11⁄4 oz.) to 31⁄2" steel shot without
adjusting the gas regulation unit. European
American Armory, P.O. Box 1299, Sharpes,
FL 32959, (407) 639-4842, FAX: (407) 639-
7006, e-mail: aacorp@bv.net, www.eaa-
corp.com
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Ste.504, Napa, CA 94559, (707) 253-0462,
FAX: (707) 253-7149, e-mail:
agi@napanet.net, 
www.americangunsmith.com   

MEOPTA Rifle Scopes
Imported By Euro Sports

Euro Sports is now importing the
MEOPTA Artemis line of hunting rifle-
scopes from the Czech Republic. The
Artemis 2000 line offers 4x32, 6x42 and

7x50 magnifications with respective lens
diameters of 32mm, 42mm and 50mm.
The 2000 line delivers outstanding
optical parameters, increased shock
resistance, excellent color correction
and rugged dependability. The 2001

differs from the 2000 by being fitted
with the reticle No.4 at the point of line

intersection. The lens diameter is 50mm.
Euro Imports, 905 W. Main St., Ste.”E,” El

Cajon, CA 92020, (619) 442-
7005,www.meopta.com

New Blackie Collins
Design
From Meyerco USA Knives

The “Speed-Assisted
Rascal” is a new Blackie-
Collins designed folding
knife whose strut mecha-
nism utilizes a stainless
steel coil spring to assist in
the opening and closing of
the blade with the use of only

one hand.
The Speed-
A s s i s t e d
Rascal meas-
ures 5-7/8

inches long with a
23⁄8" stainless steel blade. It

weighs just 1.6 ozs. The handle and clip are
manufactured from Fiberesin, a nearly
unbreakable synthetic. Meyerco USA, 4481
Exchange Service Dr., Dallas, TX 75236,
(214) 467-8949, FAX: (214) 467-9241, e-
mail: meyerco@bnfusa.com

AR 15 Rifle Video
From  AGI

The American Gunsmithing Institute has
produced a comprehensive two-hour
instructional video (Course #323) on
building an AR 15 rifle. Master gunsmith
Bob Dunlap details how to legally build an
AR 15. From triggering to barreling, Dunlap

covers each
detail in an
e a s y - t o -
understand,
step-by-step
m e t h o d .
D u n l a p
teaches the
viewer how
to trou-
b l e s h o o t ,
resolve the
c o m m o n
p r o b l e m s
often encoun-

tered in the building process and how to
head space the barrel properly to achieve the
desired professional end product. Course
#335 is a companion one-hour instructional
video on how to properly perform an effec-
tive trigger job on an AR 15 rifle. Both video
courses retail for $29.95. American
Gunsmithing Institute, 1325 Imola Ave,

Building An
AR15
Rifle

www.gunsmagazine.com
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I BUY SHOOTING SPORTS PRODUCTS
ON-LINE:

(a) Frequently
(B) Occasionally
(C) Rarely
(D) Never

QUESTION of the MONTH

TO ENTER CONTEST: Fill out the GUN OF THE MONTH entry card located in this issue. If the card is missing, use a postcard (no envelopes please).
Send to GUNS Magazine, GOM FEBRUARY, P.O. Box 639033, San Diego, CA 92163-9033. Entries must be received before MARCH 1, 2001. Limit
one entry per household. This contest is open to individuals who are residents of the United States and its territories only. Agents and employees
of Publishers Development Corporation and their families are excluded from entering. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Winners must
meet all local laws and regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will be the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be noti-
fied by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead. No purchase necessary to enter.
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You Can Win This

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 
TRP .45

his month’s Gun Of The Month prize is the outstanding TRP 1911 from Springfield Armory, an ideal handgun for home
defense, duty use, or even IDPA competition. The TRP is a full-sized 1911 chambered in .45 ACP with an extended
beavertail, palm-swell grip safety, Commander-style hammer, match trigger, extended ambidextrous thumb safety and
beveled magazine well. With a trigger and action job from the Springfield Custom Shop, this gun is both reliable and
accurate right out of the box.

The TRP is finished with the rugged Armory Kote to resist corrosion. The pistol is topped with a set of low-profile
combat sights and illuminated tritium inserts for low-light shooting. Front- and backstrap checkering, front and rear
slide serrations and checkered hardwood grip panels complete the package. The TRP comes with a lockable hard
plastic case and a cable gun lock for secure storage.

Retail value of the Springfield TRP is $1,299. To order your own TRP pistol, or for more information about the
products and services offered by Springfield Armory and the Springfield Custom Shop, or to locate a Springfield dealer
in your area, contact the company at (800) 680-6866, or visit them on-line at www.springfield-armory.com.
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Classified ads $1.00 per-word insertion. ($.80 per-word insertion for 3 or
more) including name, address and phone number (20 word minimum).
Minimum charge $20.00. BOLD WORDS add $.65 per word. Copy
and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.
NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DIS-
PLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be received with
advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month.
EXAMPLE: Closing for DEC. 2000 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is SEPT 1st,

2000. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include
name, address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted words.
Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to GUNS MAGAZINE CLAS-
SIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California
92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN BOTH
GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR
OUR NEW RATE CARD. (619) 297-8525.
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ACCESSORIES

TEXAS GUNSLINGER

2”

ACCESSORIES

TECHPLATE 

1”

(509) 758-7251

P.O. Box 399, Clarkston, WA 99403

Tactical Shotgun Mounts
Flashlight-laser combination

or Flashlight mounts.
Unique one piece design.

6061-T6 aluminum
Fits extended or large capacity

magazine tubes.
1” or 26mm diameters

Patent Pending

ACCESSORIES

CC MANUFACTURING

3.25”

ACCESSORIES

CC MANUFACTURING

2.875”

ACCESSORIES

CORONADO LEATHER

2”

BLUE RIDGE
MACHINERY & TOOLS
PO Box 536-G, Hurricane, WV 25526

304-562-3538 or fax 304-562-5311
www.blueridgemachinery.com

800-872-6500

Great Selection of Quality
Machines, Tools, Books, Videos,

& More For the Hobbyist,
Gunsmith, Machinist

FREE CATALOGACCESSORIES

INSURANCE: FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR’S ASSO-
CIATION Time to join your association and save on
insurance! Our association offers you a comprehen-
sive insurance program with a $1,000,000 liability
coverage. It provides bodily injury and property
damage coverage for under $400 a year. Call toll
free at 1-888-696-1301 to request an application or
contact: Firearms Instructor’s Association, C/O
Frank Sesser, 8217 NW Grand Avenue/Box 29,
Peoria, AZ 85345.

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS &
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites: 
www.gunaccessories.com &

www.booktrail.com.



GUNSMITHING

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORDS

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

WWII NAZI/JAPANESE RELICS! Authentic pre-

1945 weapons, daggers, uniforms, medals, hel-

mets. The best militaria catalog in the business!

Four monthly illustrated catalogs, $10. Telephone:

763-689-1146. Military Warehouse, Box 261-C,

Cambridge, MN 55008.

MILITARY SURPLUS

AMMUNITION

COLLECTORS

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS !!! POTASSIUM PER-

CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,

NITRATES, ALUMINUM, MAGNESIUM, TITANIUM

POWDERS. COLOR PRODUCERS, 100’s of chem-

icals, WATERPROOF FUSE, PAPER

TUBING/MAKE ROCKETS, SMOKE GRENADES,

NOISE MAKERS ETC./ HOW-TO BOOKS,

VIDEOS, ROCKET MOTOR KITS! LAB ACIDS,

SOLVENTS, GLASSWARE, “GREAT PRICES”

BULK DISCOUNTS. CATALOG $3.00: PYROTEK,

P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY, PA 18656.

(570)256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG

FOR SALE

WOLF CROSSBREEDS Rare raven black. (Via-air

shipping available.) Youngwolf. 51 Andy, Canton,

NC 28716. Private kennel (since 1978). 828-648-

7813. (www.youngwolf.com)

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES NATIONWIDE. Every

brand. Shipped to your door from Native Indian

Territory. Pay no state or federal taxes. 888-339-

1816. FOD: 281-398-5611 #100. Price list:

usaSMOKES, Box 218650-G, Houston, Texas

77218. Order online: usaSMOKES.com

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE

ANTIQUE/COLLECTIBLE GUNS. “Dispatch” illus-

trated mail order catalog $5, subscription $35. We

buy collections. Consignment, auction, appraisal.

Old Town Station Ltd, POB 14040, Lenexa, KS

66285. Jim Supica, President. (913)492-3000.

CAPTURED LUGERS, WALTHERS, Mausers,

Nambus, German, Japanese and American military

weapons. Four monthly illustrated militaria catalogs,

$10.00. Telephone: 763-689-1146. Military

Warehouse, Box 261-C, Cambridge, MN 55008.

M1 GARANDS FOR SALE BY U.S. GOVERN-

MENT! U.S. Army program sells fully operational

rifles direct from Federal arsenals. All U.S. citizens

eligible! Thousands sold each year. For complete

instructions, application, toll-free hotline, send $5.00

to Federal Service Bureau - Department A, P.O.B.

6769, MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida

33608-0769.

STATE RIFLE AND PISTOL LAWS! Updated National

summary covers the purchasing, possession, con-

cealed carry restrictions and telephone helplines for

ALL 50 STATES. Includes the states which issue

NON-RESIDENT CCW PERMITS! Federal firearms

laws included. Send $9.95 to: Federal Services

Bureau - Department A, P.O.B. 6769, MacDill Air Force

Base, Tampa, Florida 33608-0769.
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INSTRUCTION

GLOBALSCHOOL

1”

INSTRUCTION

DETECTIVE TRAINING

1”

BH225-2
$199.95

RUDY LOZANO
Black Hills Leather

410 West Aurora, Laredo, TX 78041
Tel: 956-712-9434  Fax: 956-712-8330

“Big Suger” SASS #5589, Founder
Website: wwwblackhillsleather.com

Send $3 for color brochure

100%
American
made  indi-
vidually
hand-crafted
made from
the finest
vegetable
tanned
leather

ONLY
$209.95

THE RINGO
MODEL
BH225

Each rig is
custom
made, fully
lined and
available
in Natural
Russet,
Dark
Chestnut
and Black

Black Hill
Leather
fashion their
holsters after
those worn in
the late 1800’s

AMMUNITION

CORBIN

3”

www.americangunsmith.com
American Gunsmithing InstituteAGI

800-797-0867
For Free Information Call!

Learn to repair and customize 
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

Be A 
Gun Repair

100% Guaranteed!
Professional

Fast and Easy 
At Home Video Instruction

#GPC

MILITARY SUPPLIES

OLD LINCOLN CO.

1”

MILITARY SUPPLIES

MILITARY VEHICLES

1”

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small

business. Grants/loans to $2,200,000.00.

(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free

recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR4)

BECOME A GUN DEALER Professional GUN

DEALER KIT gives you Everything you need!!!

License Forms, Regulations, Professional Advice,

Hundreds of Wholesalers and Phones! Moneyback

GUARANTEED! $6.95: SHOOTER’S GUNSHOP,

P.O. Box 379-G, Hopwood, PA 15445.

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble Products

at Home. Call Toll Free 1-800-467-5566 EXT. 2721.
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MISCELLANEOUS

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or
existing home. Hundreds of programs available.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707)448-3210. (8JR4)

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and
Investigation Equipment $2., IPEC Department
G900, P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your License
Number. Catalog Free. Seven Seas, 824 Symphony
Isles Blvd., Dept. 38, Apollo Beach, Florida 33572.
Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-641-1721.
badge0@gte.net; http://home1.gte.net/badge0
@sevenseasshields.com

INVENTORS:  Do you have an idea for a new or
improved product? Let us help you submit to
industry. Patent services. Call toll free 1-888-439-
IDEA.

OPTICS

BINOCULAR CITY - Supermarket for quality binoc-
ulars, riflescopes, spotting scopes.  Why pay more!
Zeiss, Leica, Swarovski, Fujinon, Docter, Steiner,
KOWA, B & L, Schmidt & Bender, Swift, Geovid,
Pentax, Leupold, Trijicon, Kahles,  Nikon, Sightron,
Weaver, Burris, Redfield, Microvideo, Pinholevideo
Cameras.    Showrooms - Mpls. - St. Paul - Prices
1-800-473-1621.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

LAW BADGES and patches.  Send $2.00 for list or
$8.00 for 12 monthly lists.  BPEC Department
G3000, BOX 7240, Sunnymead, California  92552-
7240.

REAL ESTATE

GOVERNMENT LAND now available for claim
(including agricultural). Up to 160 acres/person.
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com). Free
recorded message: (707) 448-1887. (4JR4)

SURVIVAL

VIDEOS

WANTED TO PURCHASE

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,
YOUR BEST SELLING TOOL. 

MAGAZINE

Ask for our rate cards for both
GUNS AND AMERICAN HAND-
GUNNER MAGAZINES. Listing rates
for both magazines are $1.00(1X-
rate)!! a word including address
and phone number (if it is in your
ad). Display rates go from 1" to 3",
1-6(HG) and 1-12(GN) times rates.
WRITE: Classified Advertising, 591
Camino de la Reina, #200, San
Diego, CA 92108, Or call (619)297-
8525 for more information.
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Sinclair Int’l.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
Smith & Wesson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Springfield Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Sturm Ruger & Co.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .C2
Taurus Int’l.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C3
Thompson/Center Arms  . . . . . . . . . .18
TruckVault  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34
Walther USA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
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spectrum, the .375 UM provides a ballistic
turbo charge for hunters who know and love
the .375 H&H Magnum. The .375 UM fires a
270 gr. bullet at 2,900 fps, with some 5,041
ft./lbs. of muzzle energy. The 300 gr. loading
retains more energy at 200 yards than the .375
H&H has at half that distance. Factory loads
will be available with a 270 gr. Hornady SP
and a 300 gr. Swift A-Frame bullet.

All of this, of course, begs the question,
“What’s next for the Ultra Mag?” Some
hunters may look for a UM varmint car-
tridge, but considering the punishment such
a cartridge would unleash on a barrel, that’s
unlikely. Our semi-educated guess would be
for a .270 UM, giving hunters a flat-shooting
cartridge for deer or antelope.

Sources at Remington also hint that Big
Green is toying with the concept of a more
efficient cartridge — that is to say, a short-
action magnum. Such a cartridge with, say, a
.30 caliber bullet would result in a rifle with
the ballistics of a .300 Win. Mag. sporting a
.308-length action. Sound familiar? It
should — Winchester-Olin announced just
such a cartridge two months ago. Word is
that Remington decided to shelve the idea
until 2001 in order to focus on the Ultra Mag
line. You can’t keep a good idea down.

For more information about
Remington’s new product line for 2001, you
can visit the company on-line at
www.Remington.com. (Or you can do it the
“old-fashioned” way, by tele-
phone, at (800) 243-9700.)

facturing techniques, added a Bushnell
scope, and given the whole thing a suggested
retail of $359. If that’s not the hunter’s ver-
sion of an iMac, we don’t know what is.

The gun is designed for the “casual
whitetail hunter,” according to Remington
engineers. With a 4-lb. trigger and a bore-
sighted 3-9x scope already attached, a
hunter can buy one of these guns, a sling and
a box of ammo in the morning, test the rifle
with a five-shot group at an 8” target or even
a paper plate, and be ready to head into the
woods by lunchtime. The synthetic stock
and matte, blued finish make the rifle very
durable. (No word yet on whether the stock
will be available in Blueberry, Grape, Lime,
etc… Maybe Remington’s new motto will
be “Hunt Different.”)

At the opposite extreme is the innovative
Model 700 “Ultimate Lightweight.” This new
rifle achieves its remarkable weight of 51⁄2 lbs.
with the use of a titanium receiver and a skele-
tonized bolt. The rifle also features a 22”
stainless steel barrel and a Kevlar-reinforced
fiberglass stock, and is available in .260 Rem.,
.270 Win., 7mm-08 and .30-’06. With a retail
price of $1,199, the “Ultimate Lightweight” is
an outstanding rifle at a fraction of
the price of a similar custom gun.

REMINGTON
continued from page 90

ULTRA MAG
continued from page 90
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Reminton’s newly unveiled Model 710 rifle
may just be the iMac of the hunting world.
Apple Macintosh computers once enjoyed

outstanding brand recognition among computer
users, but those users were very dedicated and
knowledgeable; casual users and first-time buyers
tended to choose other brands which were, in a
word, cheaper. Then Apple
introduced the iMac, which was
advertised as being ready-to-go
right out of the box, had an
impressive list of features,
and boasted a price tag
which was competitive with
the “off brands.” It was a
huge success.

The Remington Model
710 is based largely on the

same philosophy. Big Green has taken some of
the best components of their classic Model 700
(namely the trigger and chamber design), com-
bined them with some innovative new elements
which take advantage of state-of-the-art manu

Two years ago, we saw the introduction of
Remington’s .300 Ultra Mag, a .30 cal-
iber cartridge with more power than

either the .300 Wthby. Mag. or .300 Win.
Magnum. Last year, Remington built on the
success of the Ultra Mag concept with the .338
Ultra Mag, which brought the same improved
level of performance to elk
and bear hunters as well.

Now, Remington has
introduced not one, but two
new Ultra Mag cartridges,
the .375 and the 7mm,
making the Ultra Mag a full-

The fee Canadians must
pay, as of Dec. 31, to obtain a
gun-owner’s license. Prior to
that date, the government had
been charging only $10 in
order to encourage compliance
with the new license require-
ment.

Source: Calgary Herald

Number of hours some
Canadian gun owners had to
stand in line for the “privilege”
of obtaining a firearms license
as the deadline approached.

Reported backlog of
unrecorded licensees which
exists at the Canadian Firearms
Centre — any one of whom
could be charged with owning
a gun without a license if they
were to be apprehended by
police.

NUMBERS
DOIN’ THE

4

$60

GUNSINSIDER
BY SCOTT FARRELL

GUNS Magazine (ISSN 1044-6257) is published monthly by Publishers’ Development Corporation, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. Periodicals Postage Paid at San Diego, CA and at additional
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QUOTE of the MONTH:

“The essence of life is that it
lives by killing and eating, that’s
the great mystery. The basic
hunting (folk tale) is a kind of
covenant between the animal
world and the human world.”— Joseph Campbell

370,000

Looking for something to spice up your coffee table? Or maybe just something to tide you over
until it’s time to start planning for this year’s hunt? If so, then do we have a book for you.

Game Days is a beautifully illustrated, coffee table book celebrating the spirit of the hunt, com-
plete with both its triumphs and its defeats. Quotes from hunting enthusiasts — Teddy Roosevelt,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Oliver Weldell Holmes and Jack O’Connor, among others — punctuate
wonderful photographs of game, wilderness and the hunting life. Chapters describing the yearly
ritual of the hunting season, from the trip to the range for “sighting in” to the unique phenomenon
which is “Opening Day,” will give you a few laughs and a few moments of deep reflection.

You’ll find yourself paging through Game Days again and again, lingering over the pictures and
contemplating the many quotes — and, in the end, wanting to share them all with your hunting bud-
dies. Game Days retails for $35 and is available from Willow Creek Press.

Or, if you prefer something a bit more practical, Willow Creek
also offers a selection of outstanding cookbooks for the hunter. Their
“Fish & Game Mastery Library” series includes Venison, Pheasant
& Quail and Ducks & Geese. Other cookbooks, such as The
Northwoods Table, include a wide variety of recipes which celebrate
the spirit of game cooking.

For more details on the books available from Willow Creek Press,
or to order any of their publications, contact them at (715) 358-7010.

Add These To Your Reading List

Remington’s Newest Rifles

Mr. & Mrs. Ultra Mag And All The Kids
fledged family.

The 7mm Ultra Mag is advertised as “the flat-
test-shooting big-game cartridge out there,” with
performance rivaling that of most lightweight
varmint cartridges. The 7mm UM has 36 percent
more case capacity than the popular 7mm Rem.
Mag., and fires a 140 gr. bullet at 3,425 fps. When

sighted 21⁄2" high at 100 yards, the
7mm UM is only 8" below line of
sight at 400 yards, and still
delivers 28 percent more energy
than the 7mm Rem. Magnum.

At the other end of the 

continued on page 89

continued on page 89
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