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ORDER RIGHT NOW! SEE WUR.-
| . LDCAL DEALER OR CALLWS
_ ORDER ONLINE @ wiW.OTISGUN.COM

| CALL NOW TOLL-FREE FOR A FREE CATALOG!

1-800-0TIS-GUN
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SAFARILAMNMD

Concealment
Holsters And
Accessories Online,

Mow there’s an casier, quicker way 1o get
the world’s finest holsters and accessorics.
Safariland, the acknowledged leader in holster
technology, offers a wide range of quality products online at
www.holsters.com. You'll love the speed and convenience of ordering, with:

- Shipping of all erders within 24 hours
guaranteed

- A Quick Search feature that helps
you find the products you want easily

* A FREE product drawing each
month, with no purchase necessary

¥ISIT FREQUENTLY FOR OUR VERY
LATEST OFFERINGS.

Holsters
SAFARILAND

An Armor Holdings Sompany

POWER CUSTOM INC,

Ruger Single Action Hammer & Trigger Kit

New Drop in Ruger Single Action Hammer & Trigger Kit.
Allows for a 2 1/2 to 3 Ib. trigger pull for all new Model large
Frame Single Action Blackhawks, Super Blackhawks, and
Vaqueros. Makes the RSA feel more like a Colt Single Action.
When on Halfcock, open the loading gate - chambers line up
with the loading gate for ease of operation, spin the cylinder &
hear the pawl sing. On Hammer draw you can hear and feel 3
positive clicks. Includes Wolff Spring kit and detailed instruction.

RSA Hammer & Trigger kit w/
extra power spring kit......$159.95
RSA Hammer Only........$108.37
RSA Trigger Only............ $36.67
RSA Wolff Spring Kit......$18.11
RSA Bisley Hammer.....$129.95

. New Drop in Free Spin
®
Free Spin Pawl® b, ® Tris aliows the Power Custom Inc.

- shooter to take advantage of being able to rotate the 29739 Hwy. J,
cylinder in either direction for easy reloading. Works RELCLCIRRLIIEM/(UNETIEY4
when the gate is opened. Might require some minor [l NGV &) IEY#20TiT.7
Ruger Free Spin Pawl $34.95 alterations. Designed for Ruger Vaquero, Black- Fax: (573) 372-5799
hawks, Super Blackhawks and some clones. www.powercustom.com
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Lk 3 In & brazen act of cowardios, lararists bombed tha LSS Cole while she rested in port

The explosion killed Americans engaged In the dedense of our nasion. We at

‘ 2 BlackHawk salute thess brave saliors who gave their ives in the prasarvation of ree-

H dom. To the families who ksl their tathers ardd sans, molhers and daughbers, sishas

s Afvd brodfeers, we al BlackHawk offer our deepest sympathy and humble admimtion
| T you is cwaed the heartfell grasitude of a grateful nation. And 1o those who did this, take
T‘J a lock at this ad. Whan Ametican Firepowor comas bor you, thia i what they'll be waar-
ing. Becasa the ax-SEAL that owns this compary wouldnt hawe It amy other way. It |
» B may be Marines, Army, Alr Force, Mavy--Rangers, SEAL's, RECON or Special Forces.
. w38 On oursod, it may ba the FBI, DEA, CIA. INS, Customs of the hasdworking beat cop who

- knows what to look for, BUT WE WILL FIND YOU! |, _And 1o you brave
olficers and wanmors doing this task, our tharks and God Spead,
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. SPEAKOUT

MAIL CAILL

Hitting The Funny Bane

I’ve enjoyed American Handgunner
for years, but usually don’t read certain
articles, such as this last issue's “SHOT
Show 2001.” | prefer the nuts and bolts
articles on things I'm interested in, but |
began reading “SHOT Show 2001”
because | had read all the articles of
interest to me and there wasn’t anything
else within arm’s reach of the Throne Of
Continuing Education.

Please tell me this is the first time
Michael Bane has written for American
Handgunner! If it isn't, I've been
denying myself a lot of laughs. Bane's
writing is great. Please have him cover
other events, and | really don’t care
what— he’ll make it funny.

zmmm

g dariwier e i

KiMDER'S

Fin 1 i
IHHIRE

: EATAS
. \ r ‘ [
".- W i
-] [ -
Bl deiw L0a B Masy
ot "'r.-

MAY/JUNE 2001

Tom Sailers
Calif.

Doing The Makarov

Many thanks to Ken Hackathorn
(“Tactical Advantage,” May/June 2001)

for proclaiming the Pistolet Makarov the
best low-priced handgun for self-defense.
Maybe now | will get alittle respect at the
range. No more jibes about being the big
Libertarian with the little Commie pistol.
In gratitude, | offer the following tips to
any potential Makarovniks among the
readers of American Handgunner. The best
inexpensive improvement to the PM is the
replacement of the standard grip: Pearce
and Makawrap are the two most popular
upgrades. The nicest “one-stop-shop” for
such grips (and every other imaginable PM
accessory) is www.Makarov.com. Tell
them Ken sent you.
Matt McCally
Burien, Wash.

The Mighty Makarov

| enjoyed your Makarov article (“ Tac-
tical Advantage,” May/June ‘01). It con-
firms what | have long believed. When
the subject of pocket guns comes up, the
single-stack 9x18 Makarov receives far

There’'s no
concealing the price.

Kydex® has long been the materal of cholce among custom holster makers.
Mow SIDEXICK® PROFESSIOMAL & offering custom quality custom
fpatures and the mme Kydex materlal . . . all at a fraction of the cost, Choose
from 2 Belt Hokter ar $755 or a Paddle Modd at 32295 and
you'll see for yourssll just why these holsters offer 3 superior bevel of
concealment and the ultimate in wser performance
At these prices, It makes you wonder what some othed
holster companies are trving o hide See for yoursdl
Call or write for 2 FREE catalog moday

Dedicaled b Duly-

Sew your Frearite shooting sparts retaller or call today

WVimil cair wobslbe or gand Toer 3 FREE calakig
WAL, PO, B 1890, Deagan City, DR 57045

Pheona (503} 6557964 woww. sldekick-pro.com SO0 Michasls of Ovegon Co.




-357 Magnum

44 Magnum

.340 Cor-Bon
Magnum

.50 Magnum

B0 AE Titamium Sold Fimish

For hunting, self-defense, competitive shooting, or just
plinking and blasting, theres no other shooting experience
like the Desert Eagle Pistol. In .50 Magnum, it makes incredible
noize. In new 440 Cor-Bon Magnum, its the ultimate hunting
machine. In .44 or 357 Magnum, you'll own the range.

They're all exciting guns with astonishing firepower, But
manageable recoil lets you shoot all day.

The latest upgrade of the Desert Eagle Pistol, known as
the Mark XIX, offers true interchangeability. Buy one.gun and
you can have another simply by switching componeftd.———

See your dealer today for the Mark XIX Desert Eagle Pistol.

Magnum Research, Inc.
1-800-772-6168 763-574-1868
www.magnummsuarth.:am
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If You Haven't
seen It Lately, |
You Haven't
seen It.

GUNS Magazine has a new look.
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F.H.ST Flﬂﬂlﬁ'u .

® FRONTIER
LEVERGUN

Inside are new columns, new features, and a

new way to satisfy your passion for guns and E'ﬂ‘”ﬂFd Hlﬂﬂ IlralF

Lone Star Iler]

shooting sports news.
RIMFIRE
Pick one up and you'll swear it even ; Wﬂ_ull:ln"t Die

feels different. It won't be easy to put Special Focus One
i L
Willizme mmﬂ,?ﬂm_:::rm

own either. You'll discover even more of the
incredibly detailed images GUNS is known for,
plus the straight-shoot'n facts .

and features shooters have

relied on since 1955.

L L ¥ N O

Take A Closer Look!
Satistaction Guaranteed

Try a subscription to
GUNS Magazine — only $19.95
for 12 adventure-filled issues.
& If it's not everything you expect,
just say so and we'll refund the
% unused portion of your
g Subscription — no questions
ol asked!

a Order Now!

WWWw.gunsmagazine.com
{888} 732-9116 ($34.95 outside U.S.)
PO. Box 85201, San Diego, CA 92186

PMRIAK=172 MIKHATTY
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'« Classifieds
! And Much More!

MORE Guns, And Gear...
Find It All Right HERL.

¥ An arsenal of information

and shooting news is
packed inside each issue.
Here's a sample of the
regular columns:

* Handguns — Ayoob

* Handloader — Petty

* Rifleman — Anderson

* Shotgunner — Bodinson

* Campfire Tales — Taffin
PLUS...

* New Products
* Quartermaster
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‘ROBERT E.LEE

- .. BOWIE KNIFE
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America’s most famous
— fighting and hunting knife. ..

" combined with the Civil War’s
o
most revered general,

Stvrwn appooa mately stesl
sire of 10K" (26,04 om),

ow you can link two 4
esteemed symbols of LS
history: A custom-designed
bowie knife and Gencral Rabart E. Lee at
The Batihe of Frededchsburg, whens he de-
cisively beat a Union force neardy teca
his size! Lew's military genlus is de-
picted on the distinctive knife handle
that includes the Confederate
r- ars” and rich, 24 karat gold acconts. And

’ 11 il fe hade, which bears 8 life-lke porrait of the
? General) i5 forped from a singde piece of tempered
staimbess steel, hand-polishel o & geammng mili-
tagy haster, This superbdy crafbed and historically

FREE

with your customizesd
knife! Handsome,

significaml knife is a treasured heioom that
A il theil ki generations., WROSSR N, Mieiarita
J showease your Knife in
® Pommel, handle, and guard In spee- home or aifice.
tacular 24 karat gold aceents!
Wall dimplay maasures S iy
.wd;“wgbﬁ -I-"[IE.L;-.ml-1:1-"|I;.={-5un;
o bermpened 55 biada!
: B Perfect for Chil War, frontier, Please mail by Angmst 31, _i';ﬂ'.l.f.
. and military coflectors! ary & Muspas

_ SAMSFACTION GUARANTEED. If you
Wish fo.retum any Franklin Mint
purchase, you may do 50 within
3ridays of vour recedpt of thad
purchase for replacemeant,
cradit or refund,

THE FRANKLIN MINT THE FRANKLIN MINT
f‘ih:lri]:l;_: Your Passion For Collecting www.franklinmint.com
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055’ Smith&Wesson

SCANDIUM
Taking Firearms Technology To The Next Level

When weight is a factor and Magnum® performance a must, the Scandium Series
revolvers from Smith & Wesson are the only option. The marriage of space age materials
and Smith & Wesson expertise produces scandium
alloy frames, titanium cylinders and stainless steel
barrel liners, the ingredients of .357 Magnum
revolvers nearly 50% lighter than previous
models. Available in 5-shot small frame
or 7-shot medium frame revolvers,
the Sc™ Series from
Smith & Wesson
deliver maximum
performance with
minimum
weight.
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2100 Roosevelt Avenue * Springfield, MA 01104  1-800-331-0852 * www.smith-wesson.com

22LR CONVERSIO §

Shoot More For Less Money - They Pay For ThemselvesA

45ACPto

e " 22|_
Giener ,&e\bmed Coce
Series 80 Colt
o\

Conversions av. efdr: &) R . Order Direct: ]
1911A L(sate moc, 45 oiy) ... e %50, &Q@hmk Money Order, or C.OD. ($50()addnl)
Platinum Cupl 1 @ Q’ndude$1000perun|tS&H FL res. add 6% Sales Tax.

N FFL Dedler prices upon reguest.

Para—Or E}l
Berettt/ 4 21900 JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, Inc.
@gé%y\ (SpafeMag $35)...8219.00 g700 Commerce S, Det. AH, Cape Canaverd, FL 32920

+(SpareMag, $25)... $139.00 (321) 868-2200, FAX 2201
16 (wf meg). -(SpareMag. $59)...$199.00  Send $3.00 for Conversion Info, $5.00 for Full Line Catelog
Mini-14 (wr1ord meg)(181up, 188+$10).. (SpareMag. $25)....$129.00 Prices subject to change - 25% cancellation charge
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SPEAKOUT

less attention than it deserves.

At one time, | owned four of them,
two of East German manufacture, one
Russian and one Chinese. Here is my
two cents worth:

| have frequently fired a Makarov in a
10-month, 1,080-round, 25-yard bullseye
league. | didn’t win any prizes, but my
score was not the lowest, either.

The little gun is quite accurate and |
do not know of a single case of a failure
to feed, fire or gect— this with both heavy
and light loads, both jacketed and home
cast bullets. During our early experimen-
tation, before loading data was available
and before we had a properly fitting
seating punch, we produced and fired
loads with weak charges and bullets that
obviously did not point to the same com-
pass point as the case. The Makarovs
could not have cared less.

Of those | have seen, the ones from
China are the poorest finished inside and
out. The East German ones are the best and
have the best triggers, but Chinese and East
German makes both functioned perfectly.
All the ones I’ ve seen had a chrome-lined
barrel, which is a nice touch. Caution:
Some bargain ammo from Eastern Europe
has Berdan corrosive primers.

Karl at www.makarov.com has parts
and accessories; he provided me with a
slide with Novak sights for one of mine,
and these are a great improvement. The
holster | use is for a Walther PPK,
slightly cut out for the hammer drop
safety. Four different weights of recoil
springs are available from Wolffe if you
want to experiment to see if you can drop
the cases in something under 30 feet.

William Kinter
Hellertown, Pa.

Fingerprint Willies

I’ve been a hacker for 20 years and a
handgunner for somewhat less. The
thought of a holster that reads fingerprints
(“Handgun Leather,” May/June ‘01)
gives methe willies.

Living in the People’s Republic of
Kalifornia, | do not have concealed-carry
rights. But | have experience with gizmos
that read your fingerprint to grant access.
For example, | own a fingerprint device
from Digital Personawhich is supposed to
allow access to my PC. Not that | have
anything to hide; | bought it as a neat toy.

Which is al it is good for. On the first
day | had it, | discovered three obvious
ways around it. Okay, that’s not so hard to
do in a Windows environment. But when |
contacted the makers, they shrugged. Evi-
dently, if | wanted real security, I'd need
to pay alot more. | hope that holster is not
running Windows as its OS!

| have noticed that an inordinate
amount of pressure is required at times to
alow the device to “see” the fingerprint

12 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ¢ JULY/AUGUST 2001
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well enough to recognize it. | frequently
need to press one finger down on the
sensor window with another finger.

More worrisome is the “schmutz”
problem. If the window gets dirty or
smudged by the buildup of normal oils
from fingers, the recognition begins to
take longer, or fails altogether. Oh, and
don’t use Windex to clean that window.
You must use sticky tape to lift succes-
sive layers of schmutz from the window.

| have not conducted experiments to
see how the thing would deal with scars
on the fingers, or fresh blood, or whatever.
But suffice to say, | suspect it would not
deal gracefully with these situations, and
would hardly be something upon which
an officer would want to risk hislife.

James F. Glass
Chatsworth, Calif.

Ken Said It All

| have been contemplating writing a
book on combat shooting techniques for
some time. | thought | would base this on
26 years as an Air Force Para-Rescueman
as well as my time with the Federa Air
Marshals. Then | read Ken Hackathorn's
“Tactical Advantage” (May/June ‘01).
Everything that needs to be said about
shooting comes down to his two state-
ments: “Place the bullets where they
belong and everything will be okay,” and
“Remember, it's not the gun that wins the
fight, it's the user.”

Paul Koester
paul.koester @mail.dss.mil

Doing The Numbers
Here’s my response to your S& W

article and the subsequent letters to the
editor (May/June ‘01):

4
Number of Rugers | owned before Bill
Ruger’s magazine capacity limit letter.
1
Number of Rugers| own now.

12
Number of Colts| owned before
Colt’s decision to stop producing
most of their pistol line.

2
Number of Colts| own now.
7
Number of Smith & Wessons
| owned before they signed
the agreement.
1

Number of Smiths| own now.

Fortunately, I’ve been able to replace
them with fine arms from Walther, HK,
Taurus and SIG.

John Bales
Marietta, Ga.
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SPEAKOUT

The Hidden Chip

| have seen no adequate discussion of
the horrible potential of authorized user
technology (AUT), otherwise known as
“smart guns.” For some time, veterinar-
ians have been implanting 1D chips in
animals. My parents’ dog has one under
the skin above his shoulders. The ID
number can be read by merely touching
the dog’s skin with a hand-held scanner
and pressing a button.

Here is one scenario. The anti-gunners
get alicensing law and an implant law. To
own a handgun, a person must get a
license and have an ID chip implanted in
his shooting hand.

When the handgun is gripped, the
mechanism looks for an ID number in the
user’s hand, compares that number to the
one stored in its memory, and, if a match
is obtained, verifies that the license expi-
ration date has not been reached. Only
then will the mechanism allow the gun to
fire. All the government has to do to
effectively disarm the gun owner islet his
license expire.

The license law will take some time,
the implant law probably more. The
development of a mechanism small

enough and sufficiently resistant to shock
and tampering will, | expect, be slow, but
the government’s imperative to work on
AUT is open-ended.

Perhaps this scenario will not be ful-
filled. But since the anti-gunners think
that “authorized” means “by govern-
ment,” it would be foolish to expect a
benign outcome.

Randolph P. Flowe
Andrews, Texas

Elegant Eagles

It's a pleasure to see justice done to
Eagle Grips (March/April ‘01) with a
four-page spread. |'ve tried dozens of
grips from various makers over the
years on my many Smith & Wesson
revolvers, only to replace them all with
Eagle’'s Classic and Secret Service
styles. There’'s no better conceal ment
grip than the latter, and the Classic
stocks are unequaled for affordability,
comfort and recoil management. The
Classics are only about a third of the
cost of similar styles from custom man-
ufacturers, making them the cheapest
and most effective way to tame
magnum loads. As a bonus, they’re
subtly beautiful, as well.

John Roemer
Parbeton, Md.

Centenarian CCW Holder

Here's a photo of my dad, age 100,
one of the older holders of a CCW permit
from Snyder County, Pa. He's still quite
active, walks a mile day and bowls in a
Monday night league. The gun is a Smith
& Wesson kit gun 22/32.

Wesley E. Romberger |1
Payson, Ariz.

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER™ welcomes letters fo the
editor for the Speak Out column. Letters should be typewritten, but
legible handwriting is acceptable. Letters must be less than 350
words. We reserve the right to edit all published letters for clarity
and length. Due to the volume of mail, we are unable to individually
answer either written correspondence or e-mail. Send your letters to
Speak Out , American Handgunner, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, CA 92108; internet: www.americanhandgunner.com
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The New Western Cleaning Kit
Today’s technology. 0Old west feel.

Protector
Gun
Cleaning
Mat pro-
tect guns,

! controls

spllls and

See your dealer or visit kleen-bore.com

The pouch nestles all the accessories necessary to

Quality Gun Care Easthampton
Products and Massachusetts
Accessories 01027

With a split suede cowhide pouch and a solid brass rod,
The Western Kit is tailored for cowboy action shooters.

clean handguns, rifles and shotguns .38 caliber and up.

Compact, easy-to-carry PocKit Handgun Cleaning Set
stores itself in its patented handle. Available in .22 -.45
caliber, includes a two section rod, mop, bore brush,
and jag. Cleans handguns with up to 8 3/8” barrels.

Quality Gun Care Easthampton
Products and Massachusetts
Accessories 01027
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COPTALK

MASSAD AYOOB

POLICE SIDEARM

THE IININTIERIESTING@//F

r onventiona doctrineisthat the

police duty sidearm is a close-range
‘ wesapon carried for reactive emer-
gencies only, and that its potential accu-
racy isnot particularly relevant. Like all
conventional wisdom, this only holds
true in conventional situations.

Bad guys know how to take cover and
create distance, just like we do.
Remember the military-style tactics
employed by suspects Platt and Matix in
the notorious FBI Massacre in Dade

County, April 11, 1986? Remember the
distance, body armor and occasional
cover employed by the perpetrators of
the North Hollywood bank robbery? Bad
guysaren't all tactical morons.

Distance, obscured line of sight and
small targets were in play in both cases.
At such moments, the ability to deliver
precision accuracy with the only weapon
available- the one in your holster when
you arrive on the scene— becomes a crit-
ical component of police officer survival.

THE AUTO SWITCH

ifteen years ago, the

revolver still held sway

in American policing.

Accuracy was one of its
strong suits. The Colt Python
would typicaly shoot under 1" at
25 yards. You could expect 1.5" from a
Ruger or Smith servicerevolver using
match-grade mid-range .38 wadcutters.
The groups would open up someif you
shot all-lead +P rounds, but you' d be back
to match accuracy if you loaded with 125
gr. JHPs, whether at +P .38 or .357
Magnum velocities.

Police departments nationwide were
aready getting away from the old FBI
course with its 50-yard qualification, and
down to "quals' that stretched no farther
than half that distance. The switch to
autos accelerated that process.

Back in the’70s, | studied the first
good-sized police department in Massa-
chusetts to switch to the auto. When
Wrentham PD adopted the first-genera-
tion S&W Model 59 9mm, they immedi-
ately cut the 50-yard line out of their pro-
gram. The reason, they told me, was that
the Model 59 wasn't sufficiently accurate
at that distance. Even at 25 yards, theirs
would only stay in 4" on agood day.

The Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, much later, would become the first
state to make 15 yards the maximum
handgun qualification distance required
of itslocal police.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

Thisis not to say that modern police
autoloaders are that bad. Some will indeed
give 1" groups at 25 yards. These include
the best HK P7sand USPs, SIG P-220s
and Glock .45s, all presuming the most
compatible ammunition. | have a Beretta
92FSthat will do 1.5" every time from 25
yards with Pro-Load Tactical JHPs.

Ruger’s old P85 earned its bad rep for
poor accuracy, but today’s P90 and P97
45s from the same maker areliteraly
match-accurate. My department has P90s,
and they average 2" at 25 yards with Black
Hills 230 gr. duty loads. When | was shep-
herd for more than 20 S& W .45 autos, they
al reliably delivered 2.5" with CCl JHPs.
Thisis acceptable accuracy in aduty gun.

DUMBING-DOWN
POLICE STANDARDS

ko _I:, L gt

emiautos took over police handgun-

ning at a time when forces were

already at work to dumb-down the
standard of shooting excellence deliv-
ered to rank and file officers. Marksman-
ship skill badges were seen as elitist and
were coming off the uniforms, and
departments were going to a pass/fail
scoring system where even evidence, let
alone recognition, of superior skill was
thrown in File 13.

All this was done in the name of civil
liability and affirmative action hiring,
usualy by officials who had little court-
room experience in dealing with either. It
was during this period that the KISS
principle became a byword in police
weapons training.

The turning away from accuracy and
long-range hit potential had at least some
good justification. Cops were being killed
at very close distances, not long ones. It
was absolutely necessary to focus more
on quick and dirty CQB techniques. Alas,
instead of keeping long-range tactical
training and adding CQB, administrators
left instructors strapped for time, and
something had to give.

The longrange-shooting was usually
discarded to allow more close-in time.
Theideal, of course, would have been to
find timeto add for critical close quarters
work, and keep time for the long-range
skills. Any study of police gunfights
would show that while longer-range
encounters were fewer in number, cops
trained to hit at long distances usually
won such encounters. You don't give up
what you’ re winning to shore up what
you're losing; you keep the one lq
and fix the other.
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DAVE ANDERSOMN

etective-Lieutenant Steve Kukowski of the Minot, N.D.

Police Dept. recently obtained authorization from his
department to evaluate the Tasco Optima 2000 red-dot
sight for duty use. We had a gunsmith fit an Optimato

his Glock 26, then pitted it against another G26 fitted with factory

night sights. As reported in this column in the Sept/Oct * 00 issue,

a close range there was no difference in speed or accuracy. At 15

yards, there was no appreciabl e difference in speed, but the
Optimawas more accurate. From 25 yards and out, the Optima
was both faster and more accurate, the margin of superiority
increasing exponentially as the range grew.
It was in low-light shooting that the Optima proved deci-
sively superior. Kukowski is an excellent
shooter, a PPC Grand Master and
winner of many state champi-
onships, and his night qualifica-
tion scores had been excellent.
Even so, with the Optima he
improved his hit factor
(score divided by time)
by an incredible 400
percent. In his most
recent qualification,

One shooter’s score
went up 400% with
an Optimized Glock.

with no illumination other than moon and starlight, shooting at
ranges from three to 25 yards, all of his 48 shots could have
been covered by one hand.

Since theinitial testing, Kukowski has carried an Optimized
Glock concealed on duty every day for 15 months. He hasfired
1,400 rounds, all with department-issue Black Hills 147 gr. sub-
sonic ammunition. After 15 months, the Optimais till operating
on the original battery with no deterioration in dot brightness.

Since initial sighting-in, the Optima has had to be adjusted
once. On that occasion, Kukowski loaned the pistol to several
friends who had never before tried a dot sight. When they
returned it, the undercover cop checked it on the range before
going back on duty and found the point-of-impact had shifted
about 2" left at 25 yards, thanks to one of the buddies who
had apparently fiddled with the adjustment screws. Besides
re-zeroing, the sight looks and functions as well asit did
when brand new.

22

THE
ALWAYS
IIONII
SIGHT

he Optima sight isalways “on.” In fact, thereis no on-off

switch. The battery life seems surprising, but it should be

recognized that the dot intensity varies with the level of

ambient light. In bright light, the dot reaches maximum
intensity and draws the most power. In darkness, it goesinto
“deep” mode, drawing virtually no power. Worn concealed, very
little light reaches the sight, so little power isrequired.

The dot’s response to light is amazingly fast. Drawn from
under a coat, the dot reaches optimum intensity much quicker
than the gun can be brought to eye level. Really. We tried it.
Many times.

The concealing coat or sweater also provides some protection
against the inevitable bumps a carry gun gets during adaily rou-
tine spanning 15 months. Duty guns worn openly by uniformed
officers are more vulnerable. If you're ever in the offices of a
police station, you'll likely notice that the doorframes are
nicked and chipped at “gun level,” where the gun and
other belt-gear, such as flashlights, keys and cuffs, have

banged into the doorframes.

Longterm experience with the Optima has been

totally positive. For maximum battery life, it's sug-
gested the gun be worn concealed, and the sight be
capped with the provided cover when not in use. Change

batteries at |east once a year, check point-of-impact regu-
larly as you should with any sighting system. Especially if
someone else has been using it.

ON BASE PERCENTAGE

he current Tasco catalog shows bases for several

Glock models, but not the G26. We used a base for

the G19. It wasfitted by aretired military armorer

who took the job as a favor, and subsequently
advised us that the mod was a simple task. If you
encounter problemsfitting a base, have the work done by
agunsmith; it should not be an expensive or lengthy task.

For guns for which Tasco doesn’t supply bases, get in

touch with Evolution Gun Works. They can custom-make
an Optima base for most popular pistols. The addressis
EGW, Dept. AH, 4050 Skyron Dr., Doylestown, PA 18901,
phone: (215) 348-9892; fax: (215 )348-1056; “
e-mail: egw@pil.net.
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_ HANDGUNHUNTING

J.D. JONES

WHEN THE BULLET
MEETS THE BONE

he debate over the best bullets for handgun
hunting with arevolver continues to rage—
hardcast lead or jacketed. Cast bullets seem to
get alot of press, but are they redlly as effec-
tive asjacketed on game that the mgjority of handgunners
hunt? That means deer, pigs and black bear.
Deer are by far our most popular big game. Deer are
relatively fragile animals. Pigs are a bit larger and more

320 gr. hardcast

solidly put together. The great majority of black bear taken lead .44 bullets
arewel| under 200 pounds. All of these animals are easily W'”c'l ;’"' ee recov-
penetrated, with the whitetail being the easiest to ventilate. ﬁ:’ ‘;fa "", °",’?h‘;':gz o
Any suitable hunting bullet from any properly loaded revolver .

) f trate,
of .357 Magnum or greater power level certainly has enough nm;ii:aﬁ‘:,?e rate

penetration to kill adeer, assuming a properly placed shot.
Unless the central nervous system isinstantly destroyed, an

animal dies only when its brain runs out of oxygen. A deer line? Did the bullet hit arib going in, producing numerous
struck with a double lung shot may run quite a distance before tissue-destroying fragments? Or did the bullet slip between two
that happens— or he may not go far at al. Many factors are ribs with no fragmentation? Did the bullet itself shed fragments,
involved here, such as exactly what the bullet struck. greatly increasing tissue damage and bleeding?

Did the bullet penetrate both lungs and exit without striking a Animal reaction to a hit isfairly unpredictable. Sometimes
major blood vessel in the lung tissue? Was it a fringe hit or there is almost zero reaction to the hit itself. Reaction to a hit
center hit? Did it strike any of the major arteries or veins which strikes major bones- not ribs—is usually unmistakable. A
between the lungs or miss them completely? Was the animal standing animal hit in the midsection or farther back will usu-

unaware of danger when it was hit, or was it pumped on adrena- ally kick at its side while arching its back and beginning arun.

THE EIGHT GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT TERMINAL BALLISTICS

« |f the shot is poorly placed, an animal islikely to be lost.
* An exit wound usually bleeds much more than an entrance wound.

¢ Thedifferencesin bullet diameter and velocities of .44 to .50
caliber revolversis minimal, normally unrecognizablein either
animal reaction or wound examination.

« Jacketed expanding bullets create more tissue damage resulting
in faster death and greater chance of animal recovery than non-
expanding bullets, which just drill asmall hole.

» Roundnose cast or FMJ jacketed bullets, both of which are
designed for sheer penetration, are not very effectivein ordinary
deer hunting; they kill, but you seldom recover the animal.

Increasing the velocity of acast bullet by using it in asingle-
shot, like aT/C chambered in .44 Magnum or .444 Marlin, does
little to increase its lethality. The opposite is true with ajacketed
expanding bullet; lethality is greatly increased.

Iron sights result in poor shot placement compared to a dot or
scope sight.

Normally you get much better results with ajacketed expanding
bullet, but shot placement is critical with anything. A knife
in the heart is more effective than 10,000 ft/lbsin the ass.
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carrying your single action

- Fits Browning & 1911 Models -

SAFETY FAST SHOOTING KIT

Torture tested using 10,000 rounds of Win-
chester Ball Ammo with no malfunctions!

SFS Operation:

Insert magazine and rack slide
Firearm is ready to fire

Push hammer forward, this generates 3 functions
Locks the slide
Locks the sear
Holds hammer in forward position

To fire, push ambidextrous safety downwards
This action unlocks the 3 safeties and cocks the hammer
Firearm is instantly ready to fire

www.cylinderslide.com NOW ONLY
CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC. $169.95 plus $4.50 S&H
P.O. Box 937% Cylinder & Slide Catalog $4.00 TO ORDER:
Fremont, NE 68026 1-800-448-1713

o LT L Ny PIRY Sl  Exclusive U.S. Distributor
TO ORDER: 1-800-448-1713 Call for wholesale pricing

-
CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC.

Are you really comfortable

1911/Hi-Power cocked & locked?

Retain all the advantages of a single action
& add three new safeties with the SFS Kit.

www.cylinder-slide.com

E—

SECURITY FOR A LIFETIME

Adve“turer COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS!

Cylinder & Slide can slick up the action
The Smallest .45 Caliber Pocket Rocket Available on your Colts, Colt clones, or
Ruger single action six shooter.

11 CUSTOM COMBAT FEATURES

Call for pricing.

B, o O
ommander or icers viodel. i
Must be Box-Stock. 2:3;2 é)\yEEFTAALLLLﬁEE:\é%TTH GOCKED |COLT Revolvers, Browning Hi-Power, Para-Ord-

1.250" WIDTH, 3.1" BARREL nance, and All 1911 model auto pistols.

Check Our Measurements! o\ o5 or aLLOY | - $1695.00

15 Day Money-Back Guarantee Extreme Duty

Fixed Sight Set

CST Tactical I'

Series Pistols DUNK-KIT®

The Fast, Easy * Rear sight contoured to

L™

way to clean eliminate snagging or breaking
your guns. Gun « Front sight dovetail mounting |
Cleaner & allows adjustment for
Lubricant. elevation and windage

Bettor"Crud Cutting” + Available with or without

Loosens Powder residue, light leading white dots
and dirt for easy removal. |Is Re-usable

. Cleans, lubricates and removes moisture.
* Novak Sights

8 3/4 Gal. - $32.95 Extreme Duty Sight Set — black $79.95
* Ambi Safety _ 1 3/4 Gal. - $49.95 (Pictured) Extreme Duty Sight Set — white dots on rear $89.95
 High Grip Beavertail Safety _ 4-gal. size - $94.95 Fits S&W K,L or N frame — Installation available
» Tactical Series Hammer & Sears Freight Free in Continental US

« Total Reliability Package

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

* Built on any Para-Ordnance Model CYLINDER & S|_|DE, INC. TO ORDER:
Blue $1415.00 P.O. Box 937AH 1-800-448-1713
Stainless $1480.00 Fremont, NE 68026

RN | Ph: 402-721-4277 ¢ Fax: 402-721-0263 c .

CYLINDER & SLIDE CATALOG $4.00 TO ORDER: 1-800-448-1713 . —
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Doug Koenig Demands Performance

EVOLUTION GUN WORKS DELIVERS

. :'h'l" 1" ' L] L : i R . :
2 X, Steel Challenge Titles
4 X Bianchi Cup Titles .
5 WTeam Challenge Titles g
8 X Masters Titles

“In order to perform at a top level in any shooting discipline,
a competitor has to have confidence in his equipment.
With EGW behind me I can concentrate on my performance...”

DOUG KOEWIG, TVER 20 MADIE SHOCTRG TITLES ™ 10 YEARS

Custom Work and Quality Parts
EGW accepts WISA, MasterCard and AMEX

PHONE 115-348-9892 + FAN 315.-348-10%8 i
WL BJW-gLUNS.Com « egwilipil.net

4050 SEYRON DRIVE + DOYLESTOWN FA 180901

THE AMAZING Wear What You Wart” CONCEALED HOLSTER
NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW YOU'RE CARRYING.

THE IDEAL DEEP CON-
CEALED HOLSTER THAT
YOU’LL WEAR ALL
YEAR LONG. PERFECT
FOR NORMAL RIG-
OROUS ACTIVITY.
QUICK ACCESS TO
YOUR WEAPON.

THINK AGAIN! .

Imagine the freedom of
wearing shorts, jeans, sweats, slacks, T-Shirts, even swimming trunks. Leave your shirt neatly tucked in or, take your SHIRT OFF!
Imagine a holster with no clothing restrictions! Worn on the hips for all day & night comfort sitting or standing - designed by a
wearer. THUNDERWEAR™ has sizes to conceal large autos such as 45’s down to 22's and every weapon in between. Perfect

for revolvers. “USED BY UNDERCOVER POLICE, FBI," NOW Discoumiors of

4
DEFENSELESS

TOTALLY CONCEALED

COMPLETE COMFORT

Crimson Trace

ORDER TODAY 1-800-830-3057 credit Card Orders

and
$44.95 plus $7.95 S&H NY residents add 8-1/2% tax LISSATIA -
or FAX YOUR ORDER TOLL FREE 888-830-3058 or 516-877-2048 Ask Us!
Phone Number ( ) Waist Size: Right [ | Left [ |Gun Make Model #

Check Enclosed [ | Please enclose your name & address. Make checks payable to:

[ fm:

Defense Security Products
3-01 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 108, OLD BROOKVILLE, NY 11545

Visit our “Secure” Homepage - hitp://www.thunderwear.com

= =
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Tuning Up The
Little Guns

steady stream of requests

comes into most gunshops to

do action jobs on little semi-

automatic pocket pistols such
as the Beretta Tomcat, Walther PPK,
Colt Pony and even various der-
ringers. With the new concealed carry
laws, citizens are finding out just how
uncomfortable, inconvenient and what
ageneral pain in the lower back it is
to carry a big, heavy gun full of ammo
all day.

Many timeswhen | see apolice
officer stand up after sitting for along
period in apatrol car, | feel hispain. If
the powers-that-be hang any more
equipment off policemen’s belts, some
day the officers will fall down and not
be able to get up, just like the knightsin
King Arthur’s court with al their armor.

Women with CCWs are big buyers
of little pocket guns. They’re light-
weight and fit in their handbags, but
the inherent problems with these pop
guns become overwhelming for them.
The double-action trigger pull is so
heavy, the gals cannot pull it for the
first shot. If the pistol is DA-only,
women simply cannot use it and
should not depend on it for protection.

| have taken some ladies to the range
and watched them struggle to keep the
pistol level while pulling the 15 to 20 |b.
trigger. They just cannot do it.

The problem women, and many
men, face trying to use these little semi-
autosis actually two-fold. Firgt, their
hands and fingers are not large enough
and long enough to get a proper grip.
Second, they are not strong enough to
pull the trigger without disturbing their
sight alignment, making any sort of
accuracy impossible.

After the first shot, they have to
shift their grip back to anormal hold
for a single-action second shot; by that
time the pip squeak .25, .32 or .380
bullet, these guns typically shoot has
bounced off the bad guy’s noggin and
heisall over them.

The other side of the problem is
with men whose hands are so big
they cannot get more than one or two
fingers on the grip.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

ALEX HAMILTOMN

The Walther PPK has.a
trigger designed by/Dr.
No. Even Q can’t fix if.

A REAL

GUN

ow do the factories
overcome the problem
of asmal, light
hammer and no
leverage? They install a hammer
spring that is so heavy it over-
comes both problems by driving
the hammer into the firing pin
with such force that the ignition
of the primer isassured. The
downside of thisdesignisa
trigger pull so tiff that thereis
no way a person with aweak
hand can fire a shot and stay on
any target— much lesson a
human target coming at you at a
dead run with nasty thoughts.

What is the solution to this
annoying little problem? Not
much, other than to get area
gun. If you install alighter
hammer spring, the pistol will be
unreliable and a danger to you.
Most gunsmiths will not even work on
these toy guns with the exception of
honing the action for smoother pull, so
that is pretty much out of the question.

By the time the gunsmith takes one
of these guns apart and tries to figure
out what to do with it, he has lost
money, and when he loses money, he
also loses desire.

If you just really have to have alittle
pocket pistol, stay away from the DA-
only ones and stick with atraditional
double-action— at least the second shot

IT'S ALL A MATTER OF

Photo By Ichiro Nagata

will give amuch lighter pull. Better yet,
get yourself asmall J-frame Smith &
Wesson or snubnose Taurus. They are
fine handguns, the actions can be made
smooth and light for both men and
women, and they have very light carry-
weight. Loaded with .38 Special +P hol-
lowpoints, they pack a bodacious wallop.

| always recommend revolvers for
men and women who do not practice
with handguns at least once a month and
are not completely familiar with a semi-
auto’s safety and operation.

GEOMETRY

0 compensate for the big gun weight problem, citizen shooters have been
buying smaller and smaller handguns like the little Walther PPK. The problem
with the heavy actions in these pop guns is rooted in the tight engineering that
isa must when the guns are in the design stage. The hammer pivot point is
very close to the point where the hammer strikes the firing pin, so thereis no leverage.
The second problem inherent in these toy gunsis the weight of the hammer. The
hammer does not have enough mass to generate the force to drive it into the firing pin
hard enough to bust a cap. The latter problem is made worse in hammerless pistols or

pistols without a hammer spur that adds weight. If you ask your gunsmith
to bob the hammer spur, you are going to exacerbate the existing problem.

1
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THE KYDEX
KRAZE

ebster’s has this to say about
W Kydex: “A thermo-formed

plastic, being a mixture of
PVC and acrylic. Commonly used in
the interiors of vehicle and jet fighter
cockpits. Resistant to all but the most
extreme temperatures, highly durable,
resistant to oils and solvents. Clean-up
with soap and water.”

This miracle material makes holsters
and knife sheaths to such a degree you' d
have sworn it was invented for the sole
purpose of keeping IDPA competitors
smiling. Anyone with acommon house-
hold oven, some bucks to buy a sheet of
Kydex and some fumbling around can
produce things that look remarkably like
holsters, but that’s where the similarity
ends. Rather abruptly, | might add.

This same perceived ease-of-use has
brought about a cottage industry of
Kydex holster makers. Caveat emptor,
asit were, my friends.

BTt Ba

ust as the cowboy shooting craze

has spawned a host of garage

“leathersmiths” turning out embar-

rassingly awful “authentic” cowboy
leather, such is the terror of the
weekend Kydex warrior.

Which brings us, finally, to the subject
at hand. Pierside Tectica Kydex is, in actu-
ality, Steve Serrano. Heisthe owner,
designer and person who doeswhat his
business partner-wife tells him to do.
Steve's employed as an honest-to-God,
red-life, full-time cop and has been for
more yearsthan | can count, unless| take
my shoes off, too. His mix of firsthand
experience, an open mind as to what works
and what doesn’t— a form-follows-function

28

ROY HUNTINGTOMN

Say Brother, Gan You
Spare Some Rounds?

ith the explosion in small-
w frame, conceal able revolvers

along the lines of Smith &
Wesson's titanium J-frames and Taurus's

snubby, it seems thousands of these are finding
their collective waysinto coat pockets and ankle
holsters. All of which isagood thing, except that
usually, ailmost always, virtualy every time, that's
al that goes into the pocket. One little gun and five

shots. Period.

Bianchi Speed
Strip inside a
Rybka carrier.

This roughly translates to: Have gun... good. No spare ammo... bad.

I’ ve never thought of Bianchi Speed Strips as a“ speed loader” but merely as a con-
venient way to carry six rounds in one place. You can, indeed, load from one, but
you' ve got to be careful and know what you' re doing.

A little belt pouch, like this one from Rybka, is a nice complement to the strip and a
nifty way to tote one. Plus, it looks classy as hell, and that’s important, too.

You can find Bianchi Speed Strips in your local gunshop. Good luck finding

Thad Rybka.

Thad can be found with a GPS set for 134 Havilah Hills &., Odenville, AL 35120. Mili-
tary comsats are attempting to tap his phone number, but we don’t know it yet.

i FORM-FOLLOWS-FUNCTION 6UY |

kinda guy— and his uncompromising
drive toward quality in design, manu-
facture and material meanshe'sno
weekend Kydex warrior.

| was told about Steve by one of
his customers and since, in my book,
acustomer’s recommendation isthe
highest kind, | tracked down Pierside
Tactical. My phone call revealed
Steve to be as serious as afederal attorney
about his gear.

As amatter of fact, his follow-up
letter to me on the topic deserves a quote.
He madeit clear | wasto evaluate his
products honestly and if | decided they
weren’t up to snuff that “...we respect-
fully request that you still call uswith
your opinions so that we may learn and
improve.” There you go.

| asked to look at a paddle rig, which
isastyleI’m particularly fond of
wearing. What | got was an innovative
paddle/belt loop combination | had never
seen before. Perhaps I’ ve been living a
sheltered life, but this elegantly ssimple
solution was immediately appealing.

The holster and mag pouch can be
worn as either aclassic paddlerig or, if
you choose, as a standard belt loop, but
without the need to unlace your belt each
time you don it. | noticed a spacer in the
belt loop to keep it from flopping when
worn on the belt— nice touch. All the
hardware isfirst-class, with no aluminum
rivets. The Kydex itself is beefy and
thick, not the skinny, thin stuff that
weekend warriors use. The holster shows
hand finishing, edge burnishing and
careful detail-molding.

Once again | have to remind you |
don't let junk into this column. One of
Handgunner’s tender, prideful thoughts
isthat we always bring you the truth. |
would wear Steve's gear on the streets
today and be confident. And that's a

Handgunner truth if ever q

there was one.

Pierside Tactical Kydex, PMB 721, 7071
Warner, #F, Huntington Beach, CA
92647; phone: (714) 895-3737; website:
WwWw.piersidedist.com
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Get More Precisely-Tailored Handgun Loads
From The Broad Selection of IMR Powders.

Wihen il Gomes o ading hbndgun canmidges [or apachic per-

lprmianca obsecives, IME provides more Nexibdity than any alhar
powor ok, Thooo cbjecives can includa ocononmy, low reapil and

prossures, KD wsHOCRy and SUDON0T So0uracy. IMR ofens & Siachon
of six povedors thal pormil highty specific taloring of oads o
gisch ihiciial reloading goaks. WiThin thell range of ela-
livir Guecheas, Grain haps and densily, ond of thesa |MR /-
poeders i3 olen pedecily machsad i the paronmancs
youd wanl o 8 geven Calber and Dulle] vworght

A Guick review of 1ha WA "Hanmoader's Gisde”
mury b Al you i 1o Snd Tha sdoad selecton of A pow- g
ghar and redoading recips thal 18 exsotly alonasd B yodur ILIl
e

"Hi-Skor” T=X 5 the tasest busning of IMR pow- \
dars for handgun Ioads. An exceplicnally clean buming, :
double-base powder, it combings highly economical oficiency
with adaptabiity 1o virually all handgun carridges. 11 is oné of the
s Cosi-aifician] powdans available Tor Fegh-Inesgusncy elcadng of
cafndoes sudh a5 the 38 Specal, Bmen Luger and 45 AP

“Hi-Skor" B00=X & ancthor doutile-Dase AR powdarn, ranking
g2pond N refalive guickness E!'l:lﬂl:":.' applicatle o all handgur
lpaks, s pasticulary, suiled Mr developing high velooRy loads in
Langer Calibsg

VELOCITIES 1800+ FPS

Dick Casull has done it again...
.38 CASULL

THE NEW

Custom & Casull 1911... Built to exac

-

CASULLARMS

COEPFORATION

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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PE iz one of the most varsatile powders madé, oombining
clean-buming perormance wilh small gran geomefry for highly aon-
seabayl oeding unilormity. B B an axtalsn| choics b fullHban loading
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SH TE2S i3 an Deal Gargsl load powder, I8 aasy-Sowing
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ppplicalicn FAR powdars. It s parscularly aficion in
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In caspe guch as ha 44 Magnism
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Dackisd by &N uRbroken 197 yar radson of
queaality and reliabidity for Amencan shoolers.
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Shoot LEAD out of your Glock

Convert your 40 S&W caliber
to .357 sig on most Sig,
Glock, Beretta and

Taurus pistols.

Barrels available for Browning HP & Colt 1911 pattern.
(All Colt barrels are available with any style integral ramp cuts).

BAR-STO barrels ared ,LRICHE LT R Y
which all others &

Colt » Glock
Sig Sauer
H&K USP
Beretta
Taurus
S&W

Bar-Sto Precision
P.O. Box 1838
29 Palms, CA 92277
760.367.2747
760.367.2407 fax
barsto@eee.org

For a catalog send $5 or
order direct at www.barsto.com

e Stop Shop...

|
Sanaferstore, carn

"

ting tolerances

PO Box 1629
Afton, WY EI110
werencasullarms.com
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RAMSHOT
POWDER

amshot is a new brand of

powder. The moniker is a

brandname for a huge

powder distributor, Western
Powder. They are well-known in the
industry but until now, off the hand-
loader’s radar screen. They're the folks
the ammunition manufacturers call
when they need a few tons of powder
from one of the major producers.

The Ramshot line consists of nine
powders that span a broad spectrum
of applications in handguns, rifles
and shotguns. All are made to
Western's specifications: seven by a
Belgian company and two by Primex
Technologies (formerly Winchester
powders of Florida). All are double-

CHARLES E. PETTY

The Never-Never
Land 0f No Dala

ith the information in hand from
loading .45 Colt 250 gr. bul-
lets with True Blue, the next
step was a small journey to
the never-never land of no
200 gr. bullet data. But this time,
since we're using a bullet that is 20
percent lighter, it was a pretty safe trip.
Charges of 8.5, 9.0 and 9.5 grs. gave
respective velocities of 687, 719 and 758 fps. The goal was
not to see how light we could load these, but rather to get something that felt
good. These charges should not be reduced to avoid even the least possibility of
sticking a bullet in the bore.
Ramshot powders offer the handloader something new to try and my experience

base ball-type propellants. “Ball
powder” is aregistered trademark of
Primex Technologies, so we have to
be careful how we talk about it.

I’ ve been working with Ramshot
powders awhile now and chanced upon
some data for the .45 Colt on their web-
site (www.ramshot.com) that used a
propellant they call True Blue. | printed
it out and started to experiment. I've
been looking for something that would
give me some choices outside the stan-
dards- Bullseye and Unique-and True
Blue wasinteresting. My reason wasn't
dissatisfaction: just the curious nature
of an inveterate handloader.

rue Blue is considerably slower than Unique and is more

in the burning rate range of Vihtavouri N-350 or Hodgdon

Longshot. Charges in the .45 Colt are accordingly a little

heavier than with the faster types. It would still be pos-
sible to double charge a case with True Blue so customary dili-
gence is mandatory. True Blue is a very fine ball-type powder
with abulk density of 935 grams per liter.

The project began with areview of previous results from
factory loads to establish a desirable velocity. The 250 gr. lead
round nose is avirtual standard for the .45 Colt. Cowboy loads
from Black Hills and Winchester gave 740 and 716 fps respec-
tively from the 5" barrel of a S& W 1950 Target revolver used
as atest piece.

Since cowboy shooters want as little recoil as possible, | aso
included a 200 gr. LRNFPin thetest. There aren’t any factory
cowboy loads in that weight with the exception of a Blazer with
a 200 gr. JHP. Ramshot doesn’t give data for 200 gr. bullets
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here— and with a few other cartridges— tells me that it merits further investigation.

For more information contact: Western Powders, PO. 158 Yellowstone Hill, Dept.
AH, Miles City, MT 59301, phone: (800) 497-1007; www.ramshot.com

RAMSHOT
TRUE BLUE
IN .45 GOLT

Bullet Charge Velocity
Oregon Trail 250 gr. LRNFP 8.0 grs. 730 fps
Oregon Trail 250 gr. LRNFP 8.5 grs. 750 fps
Oregon Trail 250 gr. LRNFP 9.0 grs. 794 fps
Bull-X 200 gr. LRNFP 8.5 grs. 687 fps
Bull-X 200 gr. LRNFP 9.0 grs. 719 fps
Bull-X 200 gr. LRNFP 9.5 grs. 758 fps

anyhow, but logic suggests that a charge that is near maximum
for the 250 would probably be a good starting point with the
200. The velocity goal of 700 to 750 fps remained the same.

Thefirst loads were crafted in Starline brass with CCl primers.
The 250 gr. bullet was Oregon Trail’s LRNFPthat isavirtua
duplicate of the lead bullets used in factory loads. Ramshot’s data
suggests astarting load of 8.8 grs. but that seemed alittle stout so
we began by loading charges of 8.0, 8.5 and 9.0 grs. of True Blue.

Velocities were right in the middle of the ballpark on the first
go-round at 730, 750 and 794 fps. Ramshot shows a maximum
load of 9.4 grs. with that combination, but there really didn’t
seem to be areason to go there.

Both the 8.0 and 8.5 gr. loads were accurate and comfortable to
shoot. A charge of 8.5 grs. felt abit heavier than factory loads with
the same weight bullet. It shot exceptionally well. So did the 8.0
gr. load and, at 730 fps from the Smith’'s 5" barrdl, it 1

was anear duplicate of the factory cowboy loads.
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER e JULY/AUGUST 2001



Your SHOOTING CHRONY,

Shown: Master Choony wigh Ballsti: Pramler

the greatest Bang for your Buck!
For precise amma velocily measurcment.
For Rifles, Handguns, Archery,
Shotguns, Airgans and Pamiballs,
Choose 10 Models from $84.95 to
5199.95; We accept Tradke-ins; Have a
look at cur Shooting Chroay  Bellisiics
peogram oa our Web Page:

hatpstfaranw. shaotingehpomy. com

.|'_|"|r Anegit |||-|_I|'-.|'||'_
ar's Acd a CAFoY

Ask your Dealer or call 1-800-385-316]
SHOOTING CHRONY INC,

3269 Mingara Falls Bhd

M. Tonawanda, NY 14120

e-mail: chrony @shootingchrony com

CALL 1(200)SA2-1911

“the MAG GUIDE peopla™™

when only the BEST will do!
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SMITH &
ALEXANDER, i
Box 496208 = Sarland, Toxas LISA TS0L0-0208
(800} SAZ=-1911 * Infermational (972 B40-2665
Fax (G72) 840-51705 » Ermal sa190 18 glenet
weavar smithandalasanda room
wvw. smithandalexandenine com

AO PRO EXPRESS SIGHTS
A TACTICAL ADVANTAGE WHEN
THINGS GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT
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Glock Flat Wire
Recoil Springs

ISR Flag ware Springs ane degipned 4% a
#,  dizect replacement for your faciory
recoll spriag. Mamalhetared to
o 150 L quabny contngl
skan "-":"'q,' dasds [rom a peoprietany
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Fer Glock models: 17, 170,21,22,24,31 34,35
Available im 134, 198, |7, 204, 228
4 8L
For Gilock madsls: 19 & I
Available in 220 - &8 7§

Glock captured guide rod

klachined [Foim Bagh ieagth ool Mes| dhan
cryopgenically proacessed for  maximum
simnglh & durability. Foe aie with 1501 &
factory springs. Available for large (rume
and small (e pistols. 52595

Officers Model
Recoif Control System
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MAaKi-

A cosaplebely new
[
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The AYO00B FILES

SONGS OF THE DEAD:
THE COP AND THE KILLA RAPPER

Situation: A wanna-be rap star tries to act out his
cop-killing fantasies.

Lesson: Be able to recognize danger signals, and
explain why you fired.

It’s no fun at all sitting here this winter day in the Midwest in 1993 in a police depart-
ment office going through blood-stained evidence with my latex-gloved hands. My host,
Crashton Burns, is a veteran state police detective who is on his tiptoes for professional
courtesy, but he can’t seem to keep his lower-ranked assistant, E. Gough, from making snot-
ty remarks about cops from smaller departments not knowing crap— and all expert witnesses
being whores. I am there as an expert witness, and I serve in a small department.

A man is dead, a career cop stands accused of murdering him, and I’ve been hired by the
cop’s lawyer to prove otherwise, which is why I’m almost elbow-deep in bloodstained evi-
dence. It’s a politically charged case, which is why I have a videographer taping my review
of the evidence.

A few minutes before, I have asked Burns why, as chief investigator of this officer-involved
shooting, he didn’t even try to find out where the bullet encysted in the dead man’s body
and found at autopsy had come from, and he has shrugged and told me, “He’s the victim.
I'm not investigating him.”

I don’t respond. I stay as mute on that as the small-town police department badge
clipped to my belt, next to the S&W automatic in its LFI Concealment Rig under my suit-
coat. I just keep going through the evidence until I find something. “Zoom in on this,” I tell
the cameraman.

Ah, yes. One of the bullets they couldn’t find. The shooting had gone down at a scene where
two men were moving one’s possessions out of a disputed apartment, and things had turned
ugly. The deceased and his partner had attacked two cops. The dead man went for one cop’s
gun while beating him savagely, and wound up being shot until he desisted, by which time he
was dying. Life is hard for the violent, and doubly hard for the violent and stupid.

In this case, it is harder still for the cop who shot to survive, because he stands falsely
accused of murder. They say he shot the “victim” as he lay helpless on the ground, just
standing over him and pumping bullets into him, but there are missing projectiles and no
bullets have ended up where the prosecution’s theory says they would have to be.

I open a paper-bagged piece of evidence, a duffel bag that was part of the luggage on the
porch above the spot where the shooting went down. The professional, big-department career
detectives have not examined it— just bagged it as they found it and put it in the Evidence
Room. I open the bag now.

I describe to the camera the tear in the duffel as the camera zooms in on it. I carefully undo
the zipper. I point out to the camera the jacket and then the deformed lead core of the
Winchester 147 gr. subsonic hollowpoint bullet that has gone through the “victim” and into the
bag, on an angle that shows the officer was telling the truth and the prosecutors were wrong.

Burns blurts that we have to stop right now and I agree on tape, suggesting that we go to
the nearest hospital and X-ray the bag and then dissect its contents on videotape.

Continued on page 74
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REFERENCE SIERRA

Our ballistic tﬂhﬂk‘jﬂﬂi, For :|||J'l:ln_:|u.l i|'-:1...'|||:-.'.'~|.1.'~. ar _1-.I'|.i|.'|.' o I1:.I|:| ; e |H“H|“l|

you make reloading safer, shooting more [ . :
m'“ﬂ Iﬂﬂﬂuﬂh, accurale and honting mane ssocessful, | Exterier Ballistic
CD-ROMs and exterior REFERENCE SIERRA. Our bailistic Computer Software

ballistic software have techmicians, rifle and handgun reboading

manuals, COeROMs and new exterior ballis-
the answers to your tic sofiwane arc boadsd with informacion.

Iﬂﬂdfﬂﬂ, Ehﬂl'.l““g Call oaer toll-free Tech-Line, browse our

and huniki uestions World Wide Web site, review our manunls
ﬂﬂ q x of access our C0 BROMs and wel |||;E|,:

yo gt the most out of your pext shooting
. CAPErIENCE.

The Bulletsmiths®

1400 Wesi Hemry Street « Sedalla, MO 65301

Call TOLLFREE 1-800-223-075%3 for answers 1o all
your reloading questions. Mon. - Fri. & am to 10 pom.
Central Timse ULSA. & Canada.
SE0-EIT-6300 = FAX G80-E27-1000
e-mail: sierm B sicrmabuliots.com
Conlac] yousr danler lor the complebe line
of Slerma bullets or visi
www.slerrabullets.com

ISIT GUSTOM MADE or
BENCHMADE?_

What's the difference... one look at the impressive
NEW! Model 590 and you will surély agree that it

15 as close o custom as you can get in a production
knite. An Allen Elishewitz design, the Model §%0 typifies
Benchmade's unique ability to offer yow a higher standard
af cutting toal. = You get back carbon fiber and sta-
bilized rosewood scales machined into a maulti-

contoured specimen of hand tamtalizing jvﬂ"‘

grip. Add to that, sapphire-blue

anodized double titanium lin Coritaes g, fupdiea® [usost Ral Santif fsed
ers with patented modis S ISR in b Ditget Bedd phieeal of DO0L!

g pou ward in g kafr— Uiy ooy Beachmsds can

fied locking-liner and

a custom finished

]El"'ﬂ:ll'l slam B =

ctep] blade, Faclor in

Benchmade's world-class manufaciuring capabdlilies and
the Model 490 is nothing short of the ultimate “wswally
wowing" form and function. Custom made? Mo, it's deli-
nitely gotta be a Benchmade,

EENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC » OREGON CITY, OREGON
1.B00.E00. 7 &2 = MADE |M THE LSA
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DON'T MISS IT!!
The Most Unique Match on the Planet!!

July 19-22, 2001

Jointly sponsored by STI, International & American Handgunner Magazine
Your 2001 Shooting Vacation in beautiful western Colorado

th
1 'D dann LIEI| Shoot 1,000+ rounds in 3 days on 15 COF. Compete in Class GM thru DV in Open

or Stock Auto. Shoot Open or Stock in DA Revolver or Cowboy Single Action
Revolver. %1B5.00 for World Shoot-off Match.

There is something for everyone. “Tha most diverse mateh in history® includes
shoot-offs in Open & Stock for: Ladies; Seniors (50 +); Juniors (under 18);Doubla
Action Revalver. Other Shoot-offs include: Law Enforcement; Physically
Handicapped; Super Seniors (B2 +; International; Military Active Duty, Reserve &
Veterans: .22 Pistol; .22 Rifle; Bolt & Auto Centerfira Rifle, Shotgun pump & auto:
Cowboy Rifle & Shotgun. Law Enforcement will be divided into full time & reserve;
shoot-off for police with duty gun & gear; (2lwood stake shoots; Alumni Shoot-off;
and Casull Challenge.

Cylinder & Slide: Bill Lavghridge will teach an all day Trigger Tuning Class on July 17 & a Barrel Fitting
Class on July 18 before the match. Register directly with Bill at (402) 721-4277.

One-Day Pistol Class and One Day Long Gun Class taught by shooting legend, Jerry Miculek. Vou name /t -
he can do it! Shoot semi auto pistol or revalver on Monday, July 16 for $175.00. Learn his secrets with

the rifle & shotgun on Tuesday, July 17 for $175.00. Both classes start 8:00 a.m,- 5:00 p.m, $87.50
deposit required for each. Take both classes for $325.00.

Free steak fry for competitors provided by Elk Mountain Resort
July 18™: A full day of side shoots with cash & guns for prizes

#+ See Black Canyon of the Gunnigon National Park, Grand Mesa, Ouray, Telluride #
Ride the Durango/Silverton Train #

Come Early ® Shoot the Winchester World Challenge *
July 15, 16 or 17

A e R RN F L

Shoot 400-500 rounds on all 15 stages in one day, Shoot Sunday, Monday or Tuesday for $30.00, Cash

payback by Class: GM-D in Open and Stock Auto, Open and Stock Double Action Revolver, Cowboy Single
Action Revolver,

Mame FPhone

Address

To receive a ragistration form send a copy of this ad to: San Juan Shooting Range,
clo World Shoot-off Championship, 19878 Dave Wood Road, Montrose, O 81401
Cuestions: Paul Miller, Match Director Call or Fax (970) 249-4227

Wab sita: www. saRuanranga.com a-mail: sanguasn | @i nat

Call for detads and information packat (97012494227




_ TACTICALADVANTAGE

The
POWER
OF SHOOTING

ood shooting is the result of

aligning the gun with the target

and applying correct trigger

control. Sounds simple, but a
trip to any local range will show that
thisisanything but ano-brainer. You
will see some folks who shoot superbly,
and others who just enjoy putting
rounds downrange without much regard
to hitting. When you apply the blasting-
for-fun logic to self-defense or tactical
skills, just putting rounds downrange is
not very acceptable.

Our godl isto place our rounds
wherethey will be most effective. This
means that accuracy is our goal. Oh
sure, there are those who argue that
speed iscritical, but the cold, hard truth
isthat if your rounds do not strike an
effective blow, no matter how fast you
shoot, the outcome could be real grim.

In my time | have known many
excellent pistol shooters and | con-
sider myself lucky to have many of
these guys as my friends. Without a
doubt, the best shooter | have ever
seen is Rob Leatham, “ The Champ”
as| liketo call him.

Rab is probably the best pistol
shot who has ever lived. His accom-
plishments are too many to repeat
here; heisasgood asit gets. | don't
think that even Rob knows how hard
itisto do what he doeswith a
handgun. | tell people that Robisa
cyborg, not really human.

Thekey isthat Leathamisanat-
ural— he just does it without having to
think about what it takesto fire an
accurate shot fast. Unlike many other
top champion shooters, Rob doesn't
have to plan, rehearse or prep for a
shooting drill like other mortals. Rob
can be joking and talking with a group
of friends, be called to the line, told
what to do, and do it better than most
people even dream is possible.

Why does he do so well? Basically,
it'sjust amatter of fundamentals—
sight alighment and trigger control.
That and the uncanny ability to “let in
happen,” not think about it, just shoot.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

KEN HACKATHORN

THE THREE

= =~
any readers have heard of Jim ] -
Cirrillo, the former NY PD & = d
Stake-Out Squad member with y

10 yards slow fire

more gunfi ght experience than

Wild Bill Hickock, Bat Masterson and
Whyatt Earp combined. Few would ques-
tion Cirrillo’s skill as an ace gunfighter.
What both Rob Leatham and Cirrillo
have in common is agreat ability to
master the basics of marksmanship.

Cirrillo was an accomplished PPC
shooter in his day, and he stresses the
ability to align the sights and control the
trigger under stress. At the recent S& W e ’ -
Winter IDPA Nationals, Cirrillo joked 10 vards #i dft"‘
about winning an award for the most pro- yards fimed fire
cedural penalties, for he totaled up quite a —
number. “In al my gunfights| didn't have
to worry about penalties, just winning.
Sight alignment and trigger control were
the keysto my success,” says Cirillo.

| have asimpletest | run when
checking new trainees or operators. |
place three NRA five-yard bullseye cen-
tersup at 10 yards. | ask the student to
fire six rounds at the first target slow fire,

p—
_~=F

B

o W,

about 2.5 minutes normally). Next | ask
them to fire six rounds at the second
bullseye in 10 seconds, and finally six

10 yards rapid fire. All groups with
Larry Vickers-tuned 1911 in 9mm
with 147 gr. ammo.

rounds at the third in five seconds.

Each string starts with the handgun in
hand, at the ready. Thisis done with both
hands on the gun in whatever grip or
stance the student prefers. If the student
cannot shoot a good slow fire group on
thefirst target, with plenty of time for
using good sight alignment and precise
trigger control— guess what? The second

and third targets are pretty sad.

My key point isthat if you cannot fire
an accurate group at 10 yards taking your
time, you will bein big trouble if you ever
expect to do anything well using marks-
manship asagoal. Simply put, you had
better learn the basics before you plan on
being anything serious with a handgun.

Focus On Fundamentals

eah, | know: Some guy always
tells me how gunfights take place
at close range and point
shooting is al you need. |
believe in point shooting and
teach it— at a proper time. If you
cannot place al your shots in the
black of a 25 yard NRA bullseye
a 10 yards taking your time, then
you will never master the sidearm.
You can be an “expert-rated’
gunshop commando, but you

better learn to deliver basic marksmanship

skillsif you plan to be even good at the

range. There are no secretsto being
good. Try your skills on this basic
drill and see where you stand. If
you can shoot anice group that
can be covered with the bottom
of aCoke can, then you can move
on to bigger and better skills, but
if you fall at this basic test, prac-

tice until you can 1

deliver.
35




_ STRATEGICSOILUTIONS

SPHERE OF
INFLUENCE

ew sane human beings

desire to be dominated

by outside events,

forces and unknowns.
By choosing to arm your-
self, you've obviously faced
this reality and are deter-
mined to direct and control
the environmental variables
during a confrontation.

The extent to which you can
adapt to and direct the course of
a conflict within an ever-changing
volume of space is what | term your
“sphere of influence.” Perceiving,

Strategic Solutions is a
new column that deals
with mental aspects of
combat. The author is

a former operator with

KEN J. GOOD

Naval Special Warfare.

understanding and influencing this space is
critical if you wish to neutralize a wide variety of
attacks. True tacticians are ever mindful of critical indicators, perceiving things that

others cannot see.

How do you successfully manage al the dynamic factors contained in your space
and ultimately expand your sphere of influence? Grab a more potent weapon, right?

Wrong. Over-reliance and over-emphasis on specific hardware or some predefined
technique have spelled the end for many. Successful confrontation management begins
and ends not with selection, but deep within the confines of the mind, the inner man.

BODY LANGUAGE IN A FiGHT

transmits information to your oppo-
nent. Your posture and movements
have a tremendous effect positively or
negatively in terms of the final outcome.

Put pressure on your threat by
adopting a relatively calm, positively
determined posture that displays that you
are efficiently adapting and that you plan
to prevail, period. If your posture ends up
collapsing toward a fetal position, it only
invites further encroachment.

Now is the time to expand your sphere
of influence; do not collapse it. You are
not just surviving here. You are
absolutely committed to dominate, and
your resolve will be revealed in all your
movements.

Further expand your sphere of inflence
by the confident manner in which you pre-
sent your weapon. Under duress, a weapon
should be deployed as effortlesdy as you
reach for your keys, with no conscious
thought in terms of function and employ-
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\,our body language is a conduit that

ment. This is not the time to review basic
function and presentation procedures.

Your powerful subconscious mind
must be free to operate as designed. It
should not be cluttered with the static of
the conscious mind.

How can you effectively meld your
weapon and your mind into a seamless
whole? Be committed to effective
weapons training. Couple this with an
ongoing effort to enhance your perception
skills by constantly striving to evaluate
the reality around you.

Several notable studies have shown that
the “walking dead,” those walking in a
non-erect, scanning posture, are the pre-
ferred victims of society’s predators.

Manufacturer, caliber, magazine
capacity and accuracy should be sub-
servient to the directed mind, not the
other way around. If you don’t constantly
train, don’'t expect results. You see, the
only free lunch is the one your friends
enjoy after your funeral.

After leaving the
SEALs, he co-founded
Combative Concepts, a
fraining organization.
He is currently the
director of the Sure-Fire
Institute. He can be
reached by e-mail

at ken@surefire.com

Three Mental
Keys To Winning A
Confrontation

Perception: Recognizing and priori-
tizing key indicators within your sphere.

Stuational Awareness: The ability to
collect, collate and store data in a fluid,
dynamic and stressful environment, and
to retrieve that data as needed to accu-
rately predict future events in a com-
pressed time frame.

Being In The Moment: Totally tuned
to the present, disassociating yourself
from any thoughts of mistake found in
the past, free from any fears of the future.
This state of mind is the fertile ground for
powerful and unique solutions.

It really doesn’t matter that you can
consistently present your weapon from a
position of carry and fire multiple well-
aimed shots from your wonder gun into
the A-zone in 1.25 seconds. If you never
perceive the attack, you won’'t respond.
To paraphrase the great philosopher For-
rest Gump, “Dead is as dead does.”

At peak function, anything in the
environment that can become aweapon is
an extension of your will. Your opponent
may have carried your weapon to the
fight for you! | have frequently disarmed
opponents who never saw me coming
during force-on-force training. Why
didn’'t they see me coming? A variety of
reasons that al boil down to one of three
failures: not perceiving a dynamic situa-
tion clearly, not having situational aware-
ness or not being in the moment.

On the defensive side of the coin, a per-
ceptive, listening mind frequently allows
you to position yourself completely out of
harm’s way before many attacks can fully
develop. Typicdly, attacks develop notice-
ably over time. Tuned awareness correctly
positions you mentally and physically,
effectively eliminating many speed advan-
tages opponents are counting on.

If you must engage, do everything
possible to make the opponent be con-
cerned about what you are going to do,

not the reverse. | call this q

“continuity of pressure.”
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ODOTING

By Dave Anderson

Photo By Dave Anderson

Mo brass, mo bettah.

Photo By Nyle Leatham
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THE RAT-A-TAT
ScHooL oF HosING

ost of the great practical shooting champions

start out as warp-speed hosers right out of Rat-A-

Tat school. They learn accuracy later. But make

no mistake, they do learn it. CKompions can
make the tough shots when they have to. What are the
building blocks that make up accurate shooting?

The gun (and its ammunition) must be accurate enough
for the shot required. Handguns vary in inherent accuracy.
Centerfire revolvers, on average, are a bit more accurate
than autopistols of comparable quality. Some makes and
models are more accurate than others, and individual
examples of the same make and model can vary. My
expectations for general purpose handguns (ie, models not
specifically made for target shooting) are 25-yard groups
of 2" to 3" for revolvers, 2" to 4" for autos. The accuracy
expectation assumes good quality ammunition, which is
almost a given these days.

The gun must be zeroed for the shots required. Most cur-
rent service autopistols come with fixed sights in which the
rear and, more and more frequently, the front sights are
mounted in dovetail slots. Adjusting for windage requires
moving the sight with an adjustment tool- Brownells sells
severc('lzJ excellent types, from an elaborate gunsmith'’s fixture
to a hammer and non-marring drift punch set. Elevation
adjustments require filing down the front sight to raise the
point-ofimpact, or replacing the front sight with a higher
one to lower the point-of-impact.

Most practical shooters zero for 25 yards. The trajecto-
ries of service cartridges like the .45 ACP, .40 S&W and
.38 Special are such that the bullet drop out to 50 yards is
negligible. Head shots at seven or 10 are still minute-of-
eyeball, even with a 25-yard zero.

The sight picture must be acceptable for the shot
required. Note that we don't say the sight picture has to be
perfect, merely acceptable. For a mansize target at 5 yards,
that means a crude outline of the slide superimposed over
the target's sternum. At 10 yards, it's a glimpse of the front
sight over the back of the slide. At 50 yards, it's time to
count the striations on the front sight, a classic bullseye-crisp
sight picture, front sight squarely in the rear sight notch,
flush with the tip of the blade. The only way to train your
subconscious fo what an “acceptable sight picture” looks
like is by shooting. Lots of shooting.

The trigger must be released without imparting move-
ment to the gun. Trigger control is the essence of marks-
manship. It's hardly an exaggeration to say trigger control
is marksmanship.

If a gun is zeroed and capable of adequate accuracy, if
it is held consistently from shot to shot, if the sight picture is
acceptable, if the trigger is released without causing the
gun fo move, the bullet will hit the target. ﬁ

There's no place else it can go.
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or the past four years, the new Dan

Wesson sixgun has been produced

in a new factory with new

machinery— and it shows. New
owner Bob Serva has invested consider-
able dollars in order to build the finest
possible sixgun using the basic Dan
Wesson platform. The SuperMags and
the mid-frame gun are back. New cham-
berings, such as the .414 SuperMag and
the .460 Rowland, have joined the ranks
of big bore hunting cartridges.

Dan Wesson offers three loadings for
the .414 SuperMag— 240 gr., 265 gr. and
300 gr.— al developed by D.J. Bushman,
who tested the loads in the field on some
pretty impressive Oklahoma whitetail.
Out of an 8" .414 SuperMag, the 240 gr.
Magna-Shock clocks out at 1,411 fps
over our Oehler Model 35 sky screens.
We fired five shots into 3/4" at 25 yards,
1%" at 50 yards, and 2%" at 100 yards.

Switching to the 265 gr. Magna-Shock
yields numbers of 1,409 fps and 25-, 50-
and 100-yard groups of 3/4", 1%" and
2%". Finally, the heaviest load for the .414
SuperMag, a 300 gr. Magna-Shock, pro-
duced 1,310 fps, duplicates the other two
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ms'rs

John Taff1n

loadings for groups at 25
yards, and opens up dlightly to
1%" at 50 yards and 3%" at 100
yards. Excellent sixgun;
excellent ammo.

Buffalo Bore

Buffalo Bore continues to
expand its line of serious
hunting ammunition and now
has added both .454 Casull and .500
Linebaugh loadings. The .454 offerings
consist of a 325 gr. hardcast LBT bullet
at 1,700 fps and a 360 gr. hardcast LBT
bullet at 1,535 fps— both muzzle veloci-
ties were taken from a 10" Freedom
Arms Model 83. These loads are
designed for maximum penetration in
really big critters.

Buffalo Bore is the only supplier of
factory loads for the .500 Linebaugh,
and they do it right, covering all the
bases, beginning with a“mild” load of a
435 gr. hardcast LBT at 990 fps. This
load will certainly work fine for white-
tail, black bear and other medium-size
game, offering penetration that is out of
proportion to its mild muzzle velocity.

— Dan Wesson offers
- “the .414 SuperMag
" e s in ch ry loads.

These 435 gr. light loads are also most
pleasant-shooting.

The other Buffalo Bore .500 Linebaugh
loads, clocked from a 5%" barreled custom
Ruger Bidey by John Linebaugh, are a400
gr. HPat 1,415 fps, the same 435 gr. LBT,
but this time at 1,345 fps; and a 440 gr.
LBT at 1,300 fps. These loads are not for

recoil pantywaists, but they ﬁ
get the job done on big game.

For Dan Wesson sixguns or .414
SuperMag ammunition, readers can con-
tact Dan Wesson at 119 Kemper Lane,
Dept. AH, Norwich, NY 13815; phone:
(607) 336-1174. Buffalo Bore operates

from P.O. Box 78, Dept. AH, Carmen ID
83462; phone: (208) 756-8085.
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ractical, tactical, concealed and
cowboy: if it holds a gun, master
leathersmith Gordon Davis has
made it. Best known for his IPSC
and western holsters, Davisisjus-
tifiably proud of his versatility.
He's made everything from mag pouches
to saddles, but after 30 years in the busi-
ness heinsists that he's still learning.
Starting in the Los Angeles area at age
11, some 45 years ago, Davis began
playing with leather as a serious hobby.
Eventually he went to work for Bianchi
where he taught the basics to another
interested youngster named Bruce Nelson.
Other stints with Monrovia And
Blazer Holster Company expanded
Gordon’s experience, but he was still
eager to learn. “I realized pretty early that
| wanted to learn the leather business,” he
says, “But | also realized that | needed to
learn the business end of leather, too.”
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Holstermaker

Profile:

¢.Wm. DAVIS |4

Toward that end,
Davis spent a lot of
time with the late
Alfonso Pineda- literaly
a busman’s holiday. As if
that weren’t enough, the
eager youngster got another job
with Santa Anita Raceway, repairing tack
and equipment for thoroughbred horses.
“That's where | really learned leather-
work,” he recalls, expanding into Western
and English saddles as well as bridles and
assorted gear.

The variety of equipment and tech-
niques reinforced his aready solid back-
ground. By 1977 Davis was an estab-
lished leatherworker, aready interested in
the burgeoning sport of practical pistol
competition. He attended the first U.S.
IPSC Nationals in Golden, Colo., with an
assortment of Andy Anderson typerigs.

“1 left with pockets full of cash and

Adjustable tension
Yaqui slide for a Glock

Gordon Davis Returns To His Roots As
A Craitsman 0f Cowboy Leather.

By Barrett Tillman
Photos By Lenny Laird

checks,” he grins, “And after that |1 was
on my way.”

G. Wm. Davis Leather became a staple
of the early IPSC era, and his California
Challenger was alandmark design. A low-
cut, front stitched rig with forward muzzle
rake, it was just the thing for the new
comp guns that were coming on the scene.

But Davis also saw the benefit of
expanding his market. He bid on police
duty leather, eventually providing belts,
holsters, and accessories to a variety of
departments and agencies in the western
states. “For some reason, most of the ski
resorts in Colorado and Utah seemed to
select my gear for their patrolmen,”
Davis refected.

Continued on page 72

(above) and other examples of Davis’ work. E
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Join The Fun As We Take You Through One Of The

he classic 1969
Western, The Wild
Bunch featured a
fight scene that was
one of the most violent ever
filmed, at least up to that time

in movie history.
WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

 Better Cowhoy Matches,

(OWROY

Today, the Wild Bunch lives on in the
spirit of every SASS (Single Action
Shooting Society) cowboy shooting
event. SASS was founded by a group of
Western shooting enthusiasts in Southern
Cadlifornia who took the name The Wild
Bunch to commemorate the movie.

nter Range 2001,

Taffin gives
a big howdy
to Judge Roy
Bean, founder
of SASS.

HOUTING!

Story & Photos By John Taffin

Cowboy shooting matches are held regu-
larly in every state and many foreign
countries. In addition to all of these
matches, regional championships are held
regularly. One such event is Ruger’s
Winter Range. Held each year in February
at the Ben Avery Shooting Range north of
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Phoenix, Winter Range is particularly
attractive to those shooters looking for
some decent weather when winter is at its
worst in most parts of the country.

Arizona was exceptionally gracious
this year, with daytime temperatures in
the mid-60s. Winter Range is billed as
the national championship leading up to
the world championship at End of Trail
inApril.

Sponsored by Ruger, sanctioned by
SASS, and hosted by the Arizona Terri-
torial Company of Rough Riders, this

Dressing the part is vital in
enjoying the cowboy spirt.
4
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Shooting, Encampment, and Frontier
Exhibition gathers over 500 participants
wearing pre-1900s costumes and shooting
single-action sixguns, leverguns and shot-
guns of the type used on the frontier.

The Arizona Territorial Company is a
not-for-profit group. All proceeds from the
shoot went to the Paradise Valley Rotary
Club for Boys and Girls Clubs in the
Phoenix area, amost worthwhile cause.

Three types of firearms may be used,
but the single-action sixgun is king. Most
shooting events held around the country,
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whether skeet or IPSC, consist of compe-
tition, meeting old friends and, quite
often, sampling the wares of vendors. In
most venues, however, the socializing
and ware-sampling are nowhere near as
important as the shooting. This all
changes at a SASS event. Unlike any
other form of competitive shooting, a
cowboy match is not just a shooting
event, it is a happening.

There is much less emphasis on
serious shooting, much less stress
involved and a whole lot more fun to be
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had. SASS matches are, in fact, based on
a three-legged stool of shooting, social-
izing and shopping. A few years ago, |
would not have given the latter too much
importance, but | have to admit | have
changed my mind. These are both
extremely important aspects of cowboy
shooting and give it its unique flavor
amonyg the shooting sports.

At one time, | felt the socializing
aspect of cowboy shooting should be
played down. No more. For many, per-
haps most, attendees to a SASS spon-

Gunsmiths and A
engravers were 1
on hand at sk
Winter Range._ .~ '

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

sored event, chewing the fat is just as
important as shooting.

A magjor match such as Winter Range is
aso agrand shopping spree, with over four
rows of tents and over 100 “suttlers”
showing their wares. Firearms, |eather,
grips, ammunition, bullets, boots, hats,
clothes and even gunsmithing. In one of
my columns last year, | mentioned Swede
Dahlberg who caught my attention at The
Great Northern Shoot with his polymer
“ivory” stocked rife. Swede, now offers
these stocks from his suttlers tent for those
who would like to go in the same direction.

Other suttlers were on hand this year
to show their wares and provide a chance
to visit and talk sixguns including Amer-
ican Western Arms, Cimmaron Firearms,
EMF, Marlin, Ruger, Navy Arms, Power
Custom and Gary Reeder Custom Guns.
Leather artisans such as John Bianchi’s
Frontier Gunleather, El Paso Saddlery,
Kirkpatrick Leather and F.A. Meanea
were also on hand.

Dressed To Kill

We may add a fourth leg to the stool—
a spectacle. Every SASS match is a veri-

Fancy rigs for fancy guns!

table feast for the eyes. Costuming is a
major part of any cowboy shooting
match, both by the shooters and by those
who come simply to enjoy the atmos-
phere. | had a great time girl-watching
1880s-style, as many women were
dressed to the hilt in beautiful gowns
and riding attire.

One also has the opportunity to see
many famous historical characters. | ran
into Wild Bill Hickock, Buffalo Bill,
Theodore Roosevelt, a troop of Buffalo
soldiers and four men in black that could
only have been Doc Holliday, Wyatt,
Morgan and Virgil Earp, straight out of
the movie Tombstone. And as at any
SASS event, there was the omnipresent
and affable Judge Roy Bean.

In addition to frontier girl-watching
and searching out historical characters,
Winter Range is also a great place for the
student of sixguns and sixgun leather.
One not only sees the usua and very pop-
ular Ruger Vaqueros and replicas, but
also a closer look will uncover original
First Generation Colts; Smith & Wesson
Frontier Models of both the single- and
double-action persuasion; the occasional

A Merwin-Hulbert .44-40 drew
some attention at the range.




Merwin-Hulbert; and a veritable smor-
gasbord of sixgun leather.

Events include the Mounted Stages,
with contestants shooting at balloons
while riding at top speed on some very
beautiful horses. Handling a sixgun and a
horse at the same time is no easy feat.
This stage furnishes the ammunition for
two .45 Colt sixguns, .45 caliber blanks
with enough blast to pop balloons but not
send bullets around haphazardly. There is
also a costume contest. How anyone can
judge this contest when there are so many
great contenders is beyond me!

To make it through the 10 stages that
comprised Winter Range, competitors
fired 244 rounds consisting of 100 from
two sixguns, 99 from one levergun, and
45 from a shotgun. If you have made it
through all the stages successfully with
your sixguns, taken down the 99 levergun
targets, blasted 45 targets with your
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shotgun, shot quickly and accurately and
not had any misses, and also had no
penalties, known as “procedurals,” you
may just find yourself high up in the
standings in one of the classes.

Targets are large, up close and hard to
miss, but blunders do happen in the heat of
battle, and each missed target means a five
second penalty. It is also quite easy to shoot
targets out of segquence, resulting in a 10-
second procedural penalty. Add up your
total shooting time for al 10 stages, plus
any penalties, and the match is scored.

There are many ways to shoot
cowboy matches: Traditional, with
fixed-sighted sixguns; Blackpowder,
with the same sixguns with cartridges
loaded with blackpowder; Duelist, using
any sixgun but shooting one-handed,
Gunfighter, with two sixguns, one in
each hand, shooting in sequence; and
Modern, using sixguns such as Ruger’s

Smith & Wesson Model
No. 3 Russian was one
of the more exotic guns

at Winter Range.

Blackhawk with adjustable sights. There
are also classes that are defined by age
and gender. When all the shooting had
stopped and all the smoke had cleared,
the following winners emerged:

Cartridge Black Powder ........... Sparks
Duelist ................... Durango Kid
Fronfiersman .......... Blackjack Mcginnis
Gunfighter ............ Mr. Shane Starrett
Modemn............ Dirty Dave Rudabugh
Traditional ................. Kanada Kid
Lodies Duelist ................ Dixie Bell
Ladies Modern .. ........... Running Bare
Lodies Traditional ............. Pear! Hart
Ladies Senior ............. Ramblin’ Rose
Junior ... Little Bud The Kid
Senior ... Jim Bowie
Top Gun Shootoff ............ English Andy

As we have said, leverguns and shot-
guns are also used, but the single-action
sixgun is the most important of the three
in the competition, as results are nor-
mally determined by the speed and accu-
racy exhibited with the sixgun. Speed
really counts, as targets are usualy large
and up close. So strap on those sixguns

and come join the fun of “

cowboy shooting.

Readers interested in joining SASS should
contact the hombres at posse headquar-
ters, 23255 La Palma Ave, Yorba Linda,
CA 92887; phone: (310) 548-8400; web-
site: www.sassnet.com
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COWBOY WEAPONS SCHOOL

THUNDER RANCH TEACHES A PRE-1900 WEAPONS

CLASS FOR COWBOY SHOOTERS.

By Dick Williams

owboy shooting is still

growing. A large part of its

appeal is that it's as much

of a social event as it is a

shooting match. However,
an ongoing concern among partici-
pants is the natural tendency of
people to be less safety-conscious at
social events than they are at
shooting matches. Enter Clint Smith,
director of Thunder Ranch.

Clint isa history buff, teacher and
fancier of 130-year-old weapons. He
is acutely aware that cowboy guns,
although replicas of 19th century
shooting irons, are still lethal
weapons, not toys. As a result, he now
offers a five-day, pre-1900 weapons
classat Thunder Ranch.

Clint teaches serious self-defense
classes at Thunder Ranch employing hand-
guns, rifes and shotguns. It was not much
of a stretch to adapt elements of those
classes into training focused on sixguns
and leverguns. As in all Thunder Ranch
shooting enterprises, safety is paramount.

The defensive aspects of the class are
as redlistic as possible. In some homes,
cowboy guns are the only guns present
and they may, God forbid, have to be
used for self-defense. Thus, the purpose
of the pre-1900 class is to train cowboy
shooters in the defensive use of these
types of weapons.

Although the class focuses on reality
rather than gamesmanship, graduates see
abig jump in their competence and scores
in subsequent cowboy matches.

Clint spent three years preparing for this
class. For six months of that time, his daily
carry gun was a single-action revolver.
Absent the capability for lightning fast
magazine rel oads, one becomes much more
tactically thoughtful, he pointed out.

The course is designed to apply cur-
rent techniques and range technologies to
weapons systems that were developed
before 1900. Thefirst half of the five-day
course involves handguns, beginning
with basic handgun shooting and

O\(V*N6) o
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mechanics and progresses through drills
in which students and targets move. The
last half of the course brings rifles and
shotguns to bear with tactical drills uti-
lizing all three weapons.

In addition to runs through Thun-
derville, the Tower and the Terminator,
there is simulator work in the Stagecoach.
There are some practical applications of
the Stagecoach drill that can prove sur-
prising. Sorry, no freebies- you'll have to
attend to find out.

Equipment, as you would expect,
consists of 19th century single-action
revolvers and replicas, a pre-1900 rife or
replica chambered in a pistol caliber and
an old shotgun. Duds should be represen-
tative of the period with the capability to
handle Texas wesather.

There is only one pre-1900 class
offered each year at Thunder Ranch and
it's currently scheduled for October. Plan
to bring about 1,200 rounds for pistol
and rifle with another 300 “

for your shotgun.

For more information on the pre-1900
class or any of Thunder Ranch’'s courses,
drop Clint aline at HCR 1, Box 52, Moun-

tain Home, TX 78058; phone: (830) 640-
3138; website: www.thunder ranchinc.com

Participants learn to handle single-
actions and lever guns in the
unique program.

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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A GONSUMER'S GUIDE T0

he owner of my local pack ‘n’ ship
became visibly upset when she
realized what the word “Glock” in
the mailing instructions meant.

“Isthisagun?’ she asked.

“Well, yes,” | answered, sincel’d have
to tell her anyway for insurance purposes.
“Isthat a problem?’

“Yesl We can't shipit.”

Well, that was a head-scratcher. |
know UPS charges a king's ransom to
ship a handgun via its mandatory Super
Duper Brown Kryptonite Next Day Air,
but they usually don't reject any sort of
freight outright, as there’s money to be
made. | explained all that patiently.

“UPS says no guns,” she said, having
none of it. “We can’t take them. We're
not allowed.”

But the Brown Kryptonite Next Day...

“By any class of shipment. And our
association emphasized to all of us just
last week...”

48

SHIPPING

FIREARIMS

WE UNTANGLE THE MAZE OF RED
TAPE (AND RED LABELS] AROUND
THE VARIOUS REGULATIONS OF THE
VARIOUS SHIPPING COMPANIES.

“Take no guns,” | sighed, getting the
drift. So | drove to arival pack ‘n’ ship
down the street, figuring if Mom says
no, ask Dad.

“Can’t do UPS,” the clerk said.
Before | could launch the Brown Kryp-
tonite, he added, “FedEx’ll take it,
though, no problem.”

“OK,” | said, relieved someone
wanted my money. “How much?’

He weighed the itsy-bitsy package- a
Glock sans ammo is hardly anything—
checked the address, then a chart, then
blew out alittle air like he was surprised,
too. “Forty-four.”

BY SHANE GERICKE

| about swallowed my tongue. “ Dol-
lars?”

“Yep. Plus four dollars for insurance.
Gotta send it Rapid Air.” The FedEx ver-
sion of Brown Kryptonite and, naturally,
one of the most expensive options avail-
able. | sighed, pulled out the Visa, and hit
the phones as soon as | got home.

Tele-Hassling UPS

“UPS, how may | help you?’

| explained what 1'd just been through,
and the voice on the line said: “They're
correct, sir, you cannot send guns from a
UPS Authorized Shipping Outlet.” In
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John Roe, owner of J.R. Shooting Sports
in the Chicago suburb of Naperville,
inspects a Colt .38 Super that arrived in
the day’s UPS and FedEx shipments.

other words, none of the friendly, local
pack ‘n’ ships in the strip malls and gro-
cery stores just two minutes from my
house. “You can only send it from the
nearest UPS Shipping Center.”

“Which iswhere?’ | asked.

He consulted his computer and told
me. It's an hour round-trip. And | don’t
reside in the boondocks where there are
no services; | live in one of the biggest,
most business-oriented suburbs of
Chicago. “That'sridiculous,” | said.

“That's the rule, sir. But you could, if
you like, take the package to a gun dealer
and have him send it for you. Have any
of those around?’

“Sure,” | said. “But why should 1?
What makes him any more qualified to
send a parcel than me?’

“He'slicensed, and you're not.”

“Licensed?” | said, dumbfounded.
“What on earth does his having an ATF
license have to do with my shipping a
package?’

He put me on hold afew seconds, then
came back. “It’s the law, sir. All guns
have to be sent from a Shipping Center,
or handled by a gun dealer. No excep-
tions. That's the law.”
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Above, a Mail Boxes
Etc. pack ‘n’ ship outlet.
The three maijor ship-
ping companies- and
their wildly divergent
gunhandling policies-
are available.

And thus was my introduction to The
Great American Gun-Shipping Wars.

The more | thought about these var-
ious conversations, the more confused |
became. What exactly is the law on ship-
ping firearms versus what’s merely corpo-
rate policy? Who has the most restrictive
policies? The least? Why are UPS' rules
so different from FedEx’s, which are in
turn so dissimilar to the Postal Service's?
Could I simply mail my pistol and bypass
the private carriers entirely? Why such a
big difference in what the pack ‘n’ ships
will accept?

To find out, | talked to representatives
of the nation’s three biggest shippers:
United Parcel Service, Federal Express
and the U.S. Postal Service. | waded
through their websites. | talked to the
government, firearms dealers and gun-
smiths, and read page after page of the
rules and regulations that govern firearms
shipping in the United States.

Above, UPS driver Lisa
Hendrickson unloads
and delivers a day’s
worth of guns and
hunting equipment to
J.R. Shooting Sports of
Naperville, Ill.

Left, UPS adorns its
Super Duper Brown
Kryptonite Next Day Air
handgun shipments with
plenty of air-service and
warning labels.

And here’'swhat | found:

Firearms shipping laws, in and of
themselves, are surprisingly straightfor-
ward. According to Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, the bureau of the Treasury
Department that regulates the nation’s
firearms trade, they boil down to this:

1) You can’t mail handguns. You must
send them via a private carrier, such as
UPS or FedEx.

2) You can send long guns- rifles
and shotguns- via the Postal Service or
a private shipper.

3) You are required to tell the shipper
that there’s agun in the package.

4) Neither you nor the shippers can
label or mark the package in any way or
fashion as containing a gun.

5) You can send and receive gun parts
with no restrictions. As long as the parts
don’t add up to a complete gun (or a
receiver, which in the eyes of the law isa

Continued on page 83
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THE ONLY ACTIVE-DUTY SPECIAL
FORCES OPERATOR EVER TO BE
ADMITTED TO THE AMERICAN
PISTOLSMITHS GUILD, LARRY
VICKERS HAS QUICKLY BECOME
THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER
PISTOLSMITH IN THE 1911 TRADE.

ilitaristic overtones are good marketing in today’s firearms
industry. Smith & Wesson sells a model called the CQB, a mili-
tary acronym for “close quarters battle.” Heckler & Koch relies
strongly on a military appeal to market its products- “I1n a world
of compromise, some men don’t.” A currently running SIG advertisement
features a Navy SEAL emerging from the water with a P-226.

This is all good stuff, the selling of sizzle. Marketers are keenly aware
that consumers are driven by their perceptions and associations with a
product, even more so than the actua attributes of the item. Buy this and
you'll be astough as a Marine!

BY CAMERON HOPKINS
PHOTOS BY ICHIRO NAGATA

Amidst this barrage of SWAT-this guns. With such a modest output, Vickers

and SEAL-that sits a man remote from  doesn't need to advertise. Another reason

the commercialization of America’s mil-
itary. He remains aloof from the latest
“Spec-Ops Covert CQC Entry Gun,”
disdaining such marketing hype. Even
though he is an active-duty Army Spe-
cial Forces operator, he eschews the
opportunity to boast about his shoulder
tabs, much less cashier them by selling
his custom guns to Walter Wannabe. He
is apurist. He builds custom 1911s for a
clientele he describes as, “Real guys
who use real gear.”

Make no mistake, Larry Vickers is a
real guy. He is also a highly skilled pis-
tolsmith who specializes in the 1911, but
he has remained so low-key that most
people have never heard of him. He is
miles off the “big name gunsmith” radar
screen, and doesn’t particularly care.
Vickersis not adverse to the spotlight, but
he does not seek publicity. Part of the
reason for his low profile is the fact that
he only builds about 15 custom pistols a
year, including small jobs and full-house
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for his shynessishisjob.

Vickers is circumspect about the pre-
cise nature of his employment. Vickersis
a career Special Forces-qualified operator
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The serrations on the
rear of the slide are
handcut at 50 Ipi, with
the extractor head per-
fectly matched. The
Novak sights are indi-
vidually regulated with
tritium inserts.

with extensive combat experience. He is
very highly regarded in the spec ops
community as both a seasoned operator
and a shooter. He is stationed in North
Caraling, at Ft. Bragg.

Vickers' service record is not the
reason we' re here- his superlative pistol-
smithing prowess is. A member of the
prestigious American Pistolsmiths Guild,
Vickers specializes in John Browning's
1911. He customized a Springfield
Armory MilSpec 1911A1 for this report.

The gun is a classic five-inch, chambered
in .45 ACP and featuring the same modi-
fications that Vickers incorporates on his
personal working guns and those he
builds for other operatorsin his unit.

The soul of a duty pistol is reliability.
Ergonomics, accuracy, features, finish,
they al amount to nothing if a gun isn’t
100 percent reliable. “In my line of work,
a jam can get you killed. That's why |
build every gun like it was my own,”
Vickers said. “That’s not just BS. | liter-
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AN ARMY OF ONE

arry Vickers is an army of one, a solo

artist who adheres to the classic tradition

of the gunsmithing profession by craffing

his guns himself, without assistants or
assemblers, each by hand, each as if it were the
only gun he would ever make.

Pistolsmithing was not Vickers' calling in
life. The son of a World War II veteran, Vickers
knew from an early age what he wanted to be
when he grew up— a soldier. “Like a lot of guys
from that era, | was foscinated by the military.
When my dad gave me that first .22, a single-

shot holt-action rifle, that launched me. | never
knew | would end up in the firearms business
like this, but | was always very interested in
guns,” Vickers said.

Prior to graduating from high school, Vickers
joined the army on a delayed entry program.
When he graduated in 1981, he immediately
signed up for the Special Forces Qualification
Course, but before he could be admitted to the
army’s most rigorous fraining program, he first
had to graduate from Airborne School. He
entered the school along with 12 classmates who

Continued on page 96
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ally build every full-house gun like it was
my personal gun.”

Reliability guides everything Vickers
doesto a 1911. Take slide-to-framefit, for
instance. Match guns are built tight, but a
duty gun cannot be made too tight or it
will jam if dirt or sand enters the mecha
nism. “To quote Bill Wilson, we don't fit
"em tight, wefit’emright,” Vickers said.

His method of fitting the slide and
frame is straight out of the Old School.
Most of Vickers' techniques are that
way— time-tested, old fashioned, slow,
tedious, handfit methods. “I don’t
squeeze my slides [in a vice] like some
guys do. The prablem is squeezed dlides
are no longer really paralel. | peen my
slide-and-frame fits the old-fashioned
way,” Vickers explained.

He laps the dlide to the frame until he
gets contact on the full length of the rails.
Instead of the slide bearing on just a few
points on the frame rails, it bears al the
way. He continues lapping the dlide onto
the frame until it reciprocates freely on
its own weight.

“The redlity isthat dide-to-framefitis
not all that important. It can have an
effect on the recoil; the gun can have a
different feel in your hand,” Vickers
observed. “The real way to go is with
over-size frames and slides; I’'m not
going to argue that peening is better than
over-size dide-to-framerails.”

Vickers said the dide fit really doesn't
have that much to do with accuracy, but
shooters have come away with the
impression that slide-to-frame fit is
important, mainly because it's something
that can easily be checked by a nimrod.
“It’s something the average guy can
check, so he thinks it's important, but it's
really not,” Vickers stated.

The Miller Method

Barrd fit is another matter. Barrel fit
matters a lot. For that reason, Vickers is
very particular about barrels and how he

-
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Every detail is addressed on a
Vickers gun, including the correct
ratio of forward cocking serrations
to the rear ones. Vickers feels 75%
is the correct balance.

fits them. He prefers Bar-Sto stainless
steel match barrels, and he fits them by
what he calls the “John Miller hard-fit
method.” Miller was an armorer for the
Army Marksmanship Unit who taught
Vickers how to fit a barrel— the old fash-
ioned way— slow, deliberate, no jigs or
fixtures, just skillful handwork.

“1 have yet to see abarrel fit technique
that is better than the so-called ‘hard fit’
by John Miller. It's the good, old-fash-
ioned AMU barrel fit. It's done one at a
time and it's done in a method that’s not
very fast. It's a slow, tedious method, but
it's been proven to give a long-lasting,
durablefit,” Vickers said.

There are severa benefits of the Miller
barrel fitting method. First, there is no
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break-in required; the gun runs perfectly
right from the get-go. Second, the barrel
and dlide stay together longer. There is no
deterioration in the barrel-to-dlide fit, so
the gun’s accuracy remains consistent
throughout the life of the gun. “It’s not
uncommon to have a gun still shoot so
well that you won't even redlize the boreis
worn out until you chrono it. Then it'slike,
‘I need anew barrel,”” Vickers explained.
Not too many people have ever shot-
out a 1911 barrel to the point where the
velocity changes enough to indicate a
new barrel is needed. Not a .45 ACP
barrel and a steady diet of hardball. IPSC
competitors can shoot-out a barrel with
high-pressure .38 Super competition
loads— light bullets at extremely high

velocity— but abrading away the rifling
with 230 gr. FMJ rounds trundling along
at 850 fps, takes some serious shooting.
Larry Vickers has done some serious
shooting in his 18-year Army career,
both as an operator and as a firearms
instructor in his unit.

“Other than some guy proof-firing
guns at a factory, I’ve probably seen
more rounds of hardball fired than any
human being on the planet,” Vickers
stated fhtly. “I’m not exaggerating.”

Vickers sent the Bar-Sto in our test
pistol for cryogenic treatment, even
though he acknowledged that a cryo'd
pistol barrel probably doesn’t make any
difference. “It might make cleaning a
bit easier, that's it. | did it because |
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AMERICAN HANDGUNNER'S

10 MoST
SOUGHT-AFTER
GCUSTOM 1391158

ollectors of everything from uncirculated coins to Parker shot-

guns agree that there are three criteria in determining the worth

of a collector’s item— rarity, authenticity and quality. Using these

three indicators of collectability, American Handgunner ranked the top
10 makers of custom 19115 based on the desirability of their work.

Scarcity is a vital consideration in anything collectible. A David Miller

custom rifle is worth more than a gun from the Remington Custom Shop.

Bearing in mind that rarity is essential for a gunsmith’s work to be “most

sought-after,” this list omits some prominent pistolsmiths, not because of
their quality but because their guns are comparatively commonplace.

Authenticity is usually not a factor in custom guns. We have

Handcut checkering is . | . .
fast becoming a lost art y T rarely heard of fake custom 1911s, although fake Colt Single Action

with the proliferation of % o Armies are another story.

CNC '"g"""c?f("' ‘hef."f' ' : Quality is obviously a vital component of collectability; people don't
brocks out "'c";.rsofs ; fPhera collect junk, unless they're junk collectors, which is something else
elbow grease and a file . entirely. The quality of the workmanship of the “most sought-after” pis-

on his fullthouse guns. tolsmiths s of the highest caliber.
We know someone who owns guns from four of the pistolsmiths on
V;‘s" b’e';ds an our list— and he is a pistolsmith himself! We would venture to guess that
o o beveled there is not a single person in the United States who owns one 1911
mag well. from every pistolsmith on our list. Well there you go— a goal. Let us

know if you attain it, we'll want to be adopted.

1) Larry Vickers 6) Charles Kelsey (Devel)
2) Paul Liebenberg 7) Jim Hoag

3) Richard Heinie 8) Jim Garthwaite

4) Steve Nastoff 9) John Yanek

5) Armand Swenson 10) Mark Krebs

wanted to make a totally full-house
gun,” Vickers said.

His experience has shown him that
barrel fitting must be done right. “If you
don't fit a Bar-Sto right, it'll shear the lugs
eventudly. There has to be exact, even con-
tact on the frame,” Vickers said. “Another
thing about a Bar-Sto— I’ ve never seen one
show any corrosion. They are rust-proof.”

Accuracy from the Vickers “hard-fit”
Bar-Sto was tested by Charles E. Petty, our
resident Ransom Rest expert. Those who
have never used a Ransom Rest don’t
appreciate just how much skill and experi-
ence goes into operating this precision
device to obtain correct and consistent
results. It is not by any means a no-brainer.

Continued on page 86
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By John Taffin

BLACKHAWK:

SIRGUN
BARGAIN
NUMBER 1

n 1953, Bill Ruger went against al
conventional wisdom and resur-
rected the single-action sixgun.
Colt had stopped manufacturing
their Single Action Army in 1941
when they switched to wartime
production. They were al too happy to

Left, stainless do so as the machinery to make the SAA
steel Super Black- was pretty worn out and the demand for
hawks include the old Colt had been dropping steadily
the 10%" and the since World War | with the discovery of

Hunter Model.

Colt’s other great handgun, the 1911
Government Model.

Ruger was coming off the successful
introduction of their semi-automatic .22
in 1949, a basic .22 that sold for about
half as much as the competition and, in
many cases, shot better. It was time for a
new handgun and the result was the
Ruger .22 Single-Six. The grip frame of
the new sixgun was identical to the Colt
SAA while the frame was scaled down
for the .22. The little sixgun was an
immediate success.

Ruger did not sit on his laurels for
long, but continued to upgrade his
sixgun. In 1955, the Single-Six was
made into a full-sized single-action- the
frame was fht-topped and fitted with an
adjustable rear sight from Micro mated
with a ramp front sight, and the cham-

Right, custom Ruger .44
Magnum Super Blackhawks:
standard SBH cut to 4%", with
Old Army grip frame, porting
and plating by Mag-Na-Port;
David Clements 5%" .44 with
Bisley grip frame; Jim Stroh
five-shooter with Bisley parts.

Left, John prefers the
feel of the earlier
Flat-Top .44 (t) and
equips his favorite

Super Blackhawk bering was the best available at the time,
(b) with a standard the .357 Magnum. The Ruger Black-
hammer, trigger, grip hawk was hailed as the best out-
frame and grips. doorsman’s sixgun going.

Meanwhile, over at Smith & Wesson,
clandestine plans were taking shape. A
secret venture with Remington was in
the works to produce an entirely new

Continued on page 70

58 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ¢ JULY/AUGUST 2001



i
The first Lady- |
Smith fired the 12 2

It is a myth that D.B. Wesson discontinued

the LadySmith because it was favored by

ractitioners of the world’s oldest profession.

arly in the last decade, Smith &

Wesson tore a page from history

and introduced a series of hand-

guns devoted to the defensive
needs of the modern woman. The line
included variations of the J and K-frame
revolvers as well as a single-stack member
of the Model 39 auto family. Designated
“LadySmith,” these guns harkened back to
the days of the independent woman emer-
gent at the dawn of the 20th century.

The first revolver bearing the cog-
nomen LadySmith was the Model M Hand
Ejector of 1902, a .22 rimfire version of
the series that encompassed the then-new
Military & Police .38 Specia and later the
.44 Triple Lock and its progeny. The M-
frame revolver was scaled to firea .22 rim-
fire cartridge known as the .22 Smith &
Wesson (or Smith & Wesson Long) and
was directed toward adventurous women
of the time who sortied abroad unchaper-
oned on their bicycles. With one of these
in her handbag, the devotee of the veloci-
pede was well-equipped to deal with such
tramps, vagabonds and dogs that might
hinder her progress.

With the LadySmith tucked away in
her handbag, the independent woman of
the early 1900s had at her disposal seven

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

S&W Model M Hand Ejector:

[0 Feret
Lottey Qinettr

rounds of a cartridge that was generally
accepted as suitable for personal protec-
tion in those halcyon days of yore. The
revolver aso came to be popularly known
as the “Bicycle Pistol.” The overall
package was 6" long, weighed less than 10
0zs. when equipped with a3.5" barrel, and
was sufficiently small to allow conceal-
ment in awide variety of circumstances.
The small size gaverise to alegend that
haunts the Model M until this day. It is
widely believed that Daniel Baird Wesson
withdrew the LadySmith from production

By Mike Cumpston

when he learned that its primary users
were dance hall performers and prostitutes.
The same legend is attached to one or
more of the products of John Browning
and is thoroughly debunked by Roy Jinks
in his Higtory of Smith & Wesson. He dis-
misses the story as an old wives' tale,
pointing out that D.B. Wesson stepped on a
rainbow some 15 years prior to the demise

of the LadySmith.
The revolver suffered from low sales
as well as production problems associ-
Continued on page 69
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The much-hyped style of
Japanese knife harkens

fo the Samurai Era, but modern
renditions often mistake the
shape and the purpose of this

classic warrior’s tool.

e
beetde |
Aboct
leroetos

he use of the knife in close-

quarters combat is as old as

time. Throughout the world,
there have been countless types and
styles of knives used by different cul-
tures over the millennia. Out of all of
these blades only a few stand out, per-
ceived as superior to the rest. The
Japanese tanto is such a blade.From the
intricate forging and folding process, to
the sophisticated differential heat
treating, to the extensive polishing that
both reveals the beauty of the steel and
gives it its deadly edge, the tanto is a
true work of art. And not just a thing of
beauty, but an extremely effective
close-quarters fighting blade.
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Due to the beauty and function of the
Japanese tanto, the genre has received a
great deal of attention from the American
market in recent years. It is an interesting
fascination with the legendary swords of
the Samurai. The beauty of Japanese
blades and their legendary cutting ability
has fostered much imitation.The interpre-
tation of the Japanese tanto design by
American makers, however, has been for
the most part historically inaccurate. The
use of the name “tanto” or “tanto design”
has been used more as a marketing ploy
than an accurate description of the knife.

Types Of Tantos

The tanto has been forged in many dif-
ferent blade shapes over the last 700 to
800 years. In this article, we will high-
light some of the more common shapes
and mounting styles used by the Samurai.

There are three commonly used
mounting styles: The tanto with a guard
caled a tsuba; the aikuchi style with no

Tanto points were designed to penetrate feudal
armor. They came in various styles, but none
looked like so-called "tantos" of today.

By James Williams
Photos By Ichiro Nagata

guard; and the hamadashi style with a
small guard. Blade lengths of the tanto
ran from about 5" to 12". Blades that
were around 13" to 14" were designated
as ko-wakizashi, or “small short sword.”

Aikuchi and hamadashi styles of the
tanto were very popular. They were
easily carried and rapidly deployed
without the potential hindrance of a
tsuba. Since the tanto was not used in a
fencing type of manner the guard was,
for the most part, unnecessary.

Blade styles for the Japanese tanto
took several common shapes and
numerous shapes that were not com-
monly used. Hira-zukuri was the most
common shape. The blade was almost
flat ground from the mune (spine) to
the ha (edge). This shape enabled the
blade to have greater slashing capa-
bility. The hira-zukri tanto was
designed for armor piercing. The blade
was both narrow and very thick for
strength when penetrating.
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Hira Zukuri

Shobu
Zukuri

Kanmuri Otoshi
Zukuri with Hi

LY

S Hirazukuri (top) diff
Shobu-zukuri (with ridgeline but no s,:;,:,z;f;:,r,'n(: '-’-iva'v: it

yokote) was the next most common style style" tanto, which is
of blade. The photos that accompany this technically a Shobu
article show both of these styles of blade. Zukuri and not a tanto.

In Combat

On the battlefield, the tanto was used
to penetrate feudal-era armor when war-
riors were up close and grappling. The
distinctive shape with the long, narrow
blade and very thick spine that tapered to
the kissaki (point) was punched under or
through the armor. There are numerous
examples in Samurai art depicting war-
riors engaged in this type of struggle.

This type of combat was frequent
enough that Samurai spent part of their
training specifically devoted to grap-
pling in armor.

The katana and tachi, or sword and
long sword, were not designed to pene-
trate armor. The kissaki (point) of
Japanese swords are cutting points. Much
of the cutting in combat or dueling was
done with thefirst few inches of the blade.

Modern makers who attempt to design
Yoroi toishi, armor piercing points, are his-
toricaly inaccurate a best. In fact, the only
examples of the abrupt 45° angle prevalent
on many modern designsis on blades of the
early Nara period in the 8th century before
the digtinctive Japanese sword had evolved.

Tanto amost never had defined points
like katana or tachi. The distinctive point

Continued on page 68
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small is as small does. the north

american arms mini-revolver may
he the neatest little gun yow’ll

never need. By Mike Cumpston

s the smallest handgun chambering for a commercially available

round, the North American Arms mini-revolver is, to paraphrase

Raobert Heinlein, its own excuse for being. Over the past quarter
century, the mini-revolver has gained a considerable cadre of adherents.
The result has been a solid customer base for the North American Arms
company and an explosion of variations on the design originated by Dick
Casull. The permutations range from the purely artistic to the practical and
encompass every possible increment in the progression.

The smallest of the NAA revolvers is
chambered for the .22 Short. The largest
chambers the .22 WMR and is often
found with oversized grips and the
longest of available barrels. There are
multiplicities of design variations, acces-
sories and holstery, including a nifty belt-
buckle cache.

My own choice for a shooting impres-
sion was the .22 LR model with a 1%"
barrel and standard bird's head grips. At
4" length over al and only 2.4" tall, it is
suitably small. The grips and spur trigger
are redolent of the 19th century, while the
overal appearance suggests substantially
better quality and ruggedness than many
examples dating from that period.

| selected the CCl Mini-Mag hollow-
point and the CCI Stinger as my test
loads. From the stubby barrel, the
Stingers produced energy figures iden-
tical to a recently tested .31 caliber Colt
1849 replica and the early 20th century
Velo Dog cartridge.

A digression: The name Velo Dog
comes from “velocipede,” meaning
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bicycle, and “dog,” meaning dog, and
the upshot was that you used a centerfire
cartridge launching a 45 gr. bullet at 750
fps to shoot dogs that chased you while
you were riding your bicycle. The dog
would either curl up and die or betake
himself off into the middle distance,
either outcome being an acceptable out-
come for the velodipedalist. In actual
use, the Velo Dog was a popular Euro-
pean self-defense round chambered in
very small revolvers.

The modern user should take note that
it is currently more acceptable to shoot

~ &
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The cylinder must be removed
and empties punched out by
hand to reload the little beast.

length: 4.0
barrel: 1.16"
height: 2.390"
width at grips: .828"

weight: 4.5 ozs.
|
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the bicyclist five times than to apply even
one round to an animal, however
obstreperous the conduct of the canine
interloper might be. Editor

Velocity of the CCl Stinger averaged
out at 898 fps, providing 55 ft/lbs of
muzzle gee-whiz. Standard deviation was
23.4 fps, corresponding with an extreme
spread over 10 rounds of 66 fps.

The Mini-Mags turned up 796 fps, an
energy reading of 51 ft/lbs and an SD of
18, with an extreme spread of 59 fps.
The Mini-Mags easily penetrated a con-
venient 1x6 and proceeded on into the

-

rs .
-

ground. It would not do to be standing
in front of either load.

Once the point-of-impact was estab-
lished, | found it rather easy to place
shots in the center of the face portion of a
Texas police target at either five or 10
feet. With my revolver, the ideal sight
picture occurred when the base of the
front sight was aligned atop the tip of the
hammer as seen at full-cock and the
target covered by the sight picture.

At the onset, | was shooting one-
handed and about two of every five rounds
were key holing, a circumstance that is
both irritating and not conducive to pene-
tration. It soon became apparent that con-
sistent accuracy required a two-hand hold.
When | switched to bimanual manipula-
tion and, incidentally, began using my
weak-hand thumb to cock the hammer, my
speed and accuracy increased and the ten-
dency to land key-holed shots on target
disappeared. Go figure.

The two-handed shooting method is
favored by local law enforcement officers
and State Troopers, many of whom carry
the NAA as a backup.

Head shots are quite practical out to
10 feet and well-centered torso hits can
be had out to 12 or 15 yards. The
revolver’s performance is totally reliable
with the hammer nose (firing pin) firmly
indenting the cartridge rim and providing
consistent ignition. The fired cases are
visibly indistinguishable from those
gjected from the finest of target revolvers
and there is no sign of spattered lead pro-
ceeding from the cylinder gap.

Loading, unloading and ejection of
spent cartridges are accomplished with
the cylinder removed, a straightforward
process when the instructions are fol-
lowed. Safe handling requires engage-
ment of the half-cock notch during
loading and unloading. The design allows
safe carry with all five chambers loaded.

As with most traditional single-
actions, the NAA mini-revolver would be
a hand grenade waiting to happen with
the hammer down on aloaded round. The
NAA has deep notches in between the
chambers and when the hammer nose is
lowered into these, it cannot come into
contact with the cartridge rim.

Users of these revolvers report uni-
formly excellent service from North Amer-
ican Arms. The only recurring mechanical
problem uncovered in my informa canvass
of enthusiasts was mainspring

breakage. When this occurred, the
respondents report a quick turn-
around from the Provo, Utah, com-
pany. A lifetime service warranty
remains in place, unless the
owner takes the revolver apart.

For more information, interested readers
can contact the manufacturer at North
American Arms, 2150 South 950 East,
Provo, UT 84606; phone: (801) 374-9990.
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Almost Since The
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S&W 1955 Target

Been Revolvers
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THE .45 ACP, REVOLVERS

he year was 1916 and
trouble was brewing
in Europe. Somebody

would be a need for more handguns
chambered for the new .45 ACP car-
tridge. Colt, Springfield Armory— the
original one in Massachusetts— and
Remington-UMC would not be able
to produce enough semiautomtics.
Even though the 1911 was standard
issue, there weren't enough to meet
wartime needs.

Working with Springfield Armory,
Smith & Wesson began development of a
revolver to fire the ACP cartridge. They
were aready making .455 revolvers for
Great Britain and it was not a particularly
difficult job to adapt their Second Model
.44 Hand Ejector to .45 ACP.

The problem was the ammunition.
Loading rimless cartridges into a revolver
cylinder presented some difficulties. While
it was certainly possible to cut a chamber
that would make the ammo headspace
properly, there was no way to gect them.

64

recognized that there w-:

= . i r
.45 Auto Rim brass obviates the
need for moon clips.

It took forever to pick the empties out by
hand. Joseph Wesson solved the problem
with the half-moon clip we al know and
hate. At thetime, it was agreat idea.

Caolt got the same job. With the ammo
issue resolved, it was easy for Colt to
make their New Service in .45 ACP.
When the United States declared war on
April 2, 1917, both revolvers were given
the designation of Model 1917.

It is interesting to speculate a bit here.
Colt was turning out 1911 pistols at a
huge rate and it is reasonable to ask how

By Charles E. Petty

they could also make large numbers of
revolvers. During the World War | period,
Colt produced over 500,000 1911 pistols
and 151,700 Model 1917 revolvers.

The way guns were manufactured at the
time provides the answer. It was customary
to group machines and dedicate them to
specific jobs. Even though the same milling
machine might be capable of making a
pistol or revolver frame, the tooling and
time it took to change from one to another
made it more economical to have machines
dedicated to one product line or the other.
So while Colt was churning out pistols,
somewhere else in the cavernous Hartford
plant were lots of machines that could be
used to make revolvers.

During the war, the standard package
size for .45 ACP ammunition was 20
rounds and the magjority of wartime ammo
was packaged that way, but as a conve-
nience they also made some 24 round
packages that had the ammo already
loaded into clips. These are rarely seen
these days, and equally rare is a 20 round
package with seven half-moon clips
stuffed down inside the box.

The 24 round package wasn't just to
make things come out even. The standard
web ammo pouch for those armed with
1917 revolvers had three pouches that
held two clips each. Thus, the pouch held
18 rounds which left six to load the gun.

When the war was over, both Smith
and Colt continued to offer the .45
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revolvers: Colt's within the New Service
line as an available caliber and S& W con-
tinued the 1917 with a commercial finish.

In 1937 S&W received an order from
the government of Brazil for 25,000
1917 revolvers with the Brazilian crest
on the side plate. In the last few years
some of these have been imported back
into this country.

World War 1l put a stop to commercial
production and after the war the large
frame revolver disappeared from Colt’s
catalog. S&W, working largely with parts
aready in inventory, continued sales of
the 1917 until 1949.

People really didn't like those half-
moon clips and in the early 1920s Rem-
ington designed a new cartridge, the .45
Auto Rim. It had a big, thick rim to fit into
the fairly large gap between breech and
cylinder required to accommodate the clips.
It eiminated the curse of shredded fingers
that often accompanied use of the clips.

Post-War Growth

The shooting sports got a big boost in
the years following World War 11 and
bullseye matches drew large numbers of
competitors. S&W had been asked to pro-
vide a target quality revolver. They did so
with the 1950 Target. They had made just
afew 1917s with target sights, but devel-
oped a new large frame gun that took
advantage of all the postwar improve-
ments of a short action and better
adjustable sights. It was a companion
piece to asimilar .44 Special revolver that
wasn’'t used in competition, but gained
prominence in the hands of Elmer Keith.

In his authoritative book, History of
Smith & Wesson, Roy Jinks reports that
the factory received some complaints
from bullseye shooters who wanted a
heavier barrel to aid in recoil control.
S&W’s answer was the 1955 Target.

It's pretty easy to tell the two apart.
The barrel is obvioudly quite a bit heavier.
The diameter was increased from 0.63" to
0.79" and the rib made correspondingly
heavier. The net result was an increase of
about 4 ozs. in weight. Handling the two
guns, you notice a much more muzzle
heavy feel with the 1955 Model.

The rise of the semiauto in bullseye

Colt made a New Service in .45 ACP, dubbed the Model 1917 for the
year the U.S. declared war on Germany.

competition wasn’t the end of the big
revolvers. S&W has had one or more ver-
sions in their catalog ever since. Some
law enforcement officers who wanted the
.45 ACP cartridge but weren't alowed to
carry automatics happily packed Model
25s. Plinking and informal target
shooting offer great excuses to have a .45
revolver or two and you’'ll see them all
the time in bowling pin matches.

When Smith began using model num-
bers in 1957, the .45 revolver came to be
known as a Model 25. To confuse things
even further, S& W began the practice of
dash-numbers. Early on they had made a
few 1950 and 1955 target pistols in .45
Colt and with the Model 25 they did so
again in 1977 using -3 to indicate the
chambering. These guns were made using
the same length cylinder as the .45 ACP,
but this was quickly changed to a longer
cylinder to accept the semi-wadcutter
bullets popular for the cartridge. The new
designation was 25-5.

With the arrival of stainless steel, the
S&W .45 became the Model 625. And,
once again, you could get revolvers
chambered for both .45 ACP and .45 Colt
under that model number. Current pro-
duction for the .45 ACP is a 625-6 and
Mountain Guns in both calibers are

planned. At this time, no blue steel guns
are chambered in .45 caliber.

People still hate those half-moon clips,
but the advent of full-moon clips that
hold six rounds has had a profound effect.
If you've ever watched someone who is
really skilled reload a revolver with full
moon clips, it is far faster than anything
you've ever seen with apistol.

But the easiest way to shoot any of the
.45 ACP revolvers is simply to use .45
Auto Rim. There's only one problem with
that. Remington discontinued the ammo
over 20 years ago. Surprisingly, brass is
still readily available and Georgia Arms
now offers a factory load using the
famous Speer 200 gr. “flying ashtray.”

Handloaders have it made for the Auto
Rim can use just about any .45 caliber
bullet you want. It's not a candidate for
serious hotrodding, but it is surely pos-
sible to duplicate any sane .45 ACP fac-
tory load in AR brass.

Some have pronounced the revolver
dead, stating that it is on the slippery
slope to dodoland, that the modern auto-
matic has made it obsolete. Nothing
could be further from the truth. S& W
reports that revolver sales are strong,

routinely exceeding those
of pistols. ‘

The aluminium rod is a tool from SSK to pry those Period accessories for Colt and S&W 19175 can be found
stinker .45 ACP cases from moon clips. at gun shows, in Shotgun News or snooping in old shops.
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! ' TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard (no envelopes) and
follow sample. Send to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Dept. H5,
POB 880409, San Diego, CA 92168-0409. Entries must be
received before August 1, 2001.

Limit 1 entry per household. This contest is open to indi-
viduals who are residents of the United States and its territories,
only. Agents and employees of Publishers Development Corporation
and their families are excluded from entering. Contest void where
prohibited or restricted by law. Winners must meet all local laws
and regulations. Taxes and compliance with firearms regulations will
rd be the responsibility of the winners. Winners will be nofified by CER-
TIFIED MAIL on official letterhead. No purchase necessary to enter.
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Address City, State, Zip

If L. win, please ship my gun through:
Dealer

Address City, State, Zip
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CA 92069. TEeL: (760) 471 8275

STRIDERGUYS@STRIDERKNIVES.COM
WWW.STRIDERKNIVES.COM

TANTOS

Continued from page 61

of the katana, as defined by the yokote, is
almost non-existent on tanto. The point
on the katana comes under enormous
stress when cutting and the change in
angles helps to support it.

This is not necessary on a small
knife whose primary function is
slashing and stabbing.

The tanto was carried in the obi (wide
cloth belt) with the edge up and the tsuka
(handle) slightly to the right. This
allowed for rapid deployment of the
weapon in time of need. Tanto were fre-
guently worn in place of the wakizashi
(short sword), especially indoors.

While most tanto had some slashing
capability, stabbing was the most effec-
tive method to bring down an opponent.
There are several methods of gripping the
tanto when both slashing and stabbing.

The tanto served
the Samurai in
close-quarters

battle.

Unlike the fighting styles of other cul-
tures, tanto were commonly used with the
edge out and the blade laying along the
forearm, point towards the elbow, in a
reverse grip. This method facilitates the
deflecting of longer blades when the
Samurai faced an opponent whose
weapon had greater reach.

Samurai woman were also taught how
to use the tanto. With it they were
expected to defend their honor or, if vio-
lated, to take their own life.

Samurai men used the tanto to commit
seppuku (ritual suicide) when honor or
circumstances dictated this course of
action. The revenge of their lord by the
47 Ronin is one such historical instance
in Japanese history where, even though
their act was admired, the sentence of
seppuku was handed down.

The nagasa (length of blade) for sep-
puku was about 11". After cutting (kiri)
across his belly (hara) from left to right,
the blade was turned in the cut and a
slight upward cut was made. At this
point, if the Samurai had the strength and
courage, he bent forward at the waist and
the kaishakunin (his second) would take
his head with a sword.

The tanto served the Samurai well
throughout centuries of close-quarters
battle. When properly carried and used,
it is no less efficient in the modern

lethal force engagement
environment. ‘

Modern-made, authentic tantos as well
as other Samurai weapons are available
from Bugei Trading Co. (800) 437-0125.
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| The 1871-1872 OPEN TOP ||

Caliber: .44 Colt & .44 Russian
.38 Colt & S&W Special
.45 Schofield

Barrels: 51/2” -71/2”

Retail: $469.00
Catalog: $5.00

The 1871-1872 Open Top was
the forerunner of the famous
1873 Colt ‘Model P Open Top revolvers
were produced at the same time as the
g’ percussion conversion models of
Richard’s and Richard’s-Manson. Open
Top’s were manufactured as a new product and did
not employ parts used in the conversion models.

P.0. Box 906
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-0906
TEL (830) 997-9090 FAX (830) 997-0802
www.cimarron-firearms.com
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LADYSMITH

Continued from page 59

ated with the multiplicity of small and
delicate parts. There was also some
degree of concern that many customers
were shooting the .22 LR cartridge in the
revolver instead of the Smith & Wesson
round that closely resembled a .22 Long.

From the onset, the small size of the
.22 Hand Ejector made it a pain to pro-
duce. The First Model had a free-standing
gjector with no front locking lug under
the barrel. The familiar cylinder latch on
the left side of the revolver frame accom-
plished the opening of the cylinder.

The tiny cylinder latch assembly gave
the assemblers fits and, in 1906, it was
eliminated in favor of alocking bolt in a
lug under the barrel. Pulling forward on a
knob in front of the locking lug unlocked
the cylinder for loading.

In 1910, after a total production of
13,875 units, the Third Model Perfected
came into being. Barrel length options
included 2.5", 3" and 6", and the round-
butt with plastic grips gave way to a
squarebutt with checkered walnut panels.
This model remained in production until
1921 and serial number 26154.

We examined number 22570, a late-
production Third Variation in the posses-
sion of Leo Bradshaw Jr. The revolver has
isolated specks of surface rust but was
mechanically like new. Fit and finish are
excellent, and the double-action pull is
smooth while remaining heavy enough to
reliably detonate modern rimfire primers.

Respecting the age and considerable
value of this example, we confined our
shooting to a cylinder of CCI Long Mini-
Caps discharged into Leo’s bullet trap. A
longer shooting session would probably
prove unremarkable, as the firearm is
clearly intended as a close-range weapon,
with reliable function being its most
important feature.

In itstime, the LadySmith was in direct
competition with the compact Safety
Hammerless revolvers as well as a multi-
tude of other small handguns, generally of
lesser quality. All of the gun manufacturers
were scurrying to address the personal-
defense market. The LadySmith was also a
contemporary of the .32-frame Bekeart
Target revolver, popular among rimfire
sports shooters.

In the final analysis, the M-Frame fell
victim to both the vagaries of the mar-
ketplace and the production difficulties
attendant upon small and fragile parts.
The Model M was the first .22 caliber
revolver produced by Smith & Wesson
since 1882, and it opened the door for
the fine .22s of the early 20th century.
As avariation of the Hand Ejector series
uniquely targeted toward women, it
affirmed the role of the handgun as a

civilian tool at the dawn 1

of the century.

B
Swords of the
Samurai!

The ssword hias delined e
warriod, his honor, viriue, and his
responsibality, for tousands of
vears, Mowhere has the sword been
gIve such cultural |'||n'-.'|||.'|'|:.q." HEY
with the Samural of ancient lapan
The sword, and the combative skills
that define its use, wias held in the
highesl esteem, indecd the sword
defined the culture of the Samurai.
The strength, beaury, and cutting
ability of the Swmuwr blade s
legendary, An Bugei Trading
Company we offer the widest
selection of quality, tully bunctwonal,
S swaords and related iems
availuble anywhere, We use ol lest
every sword that we sell and Know
froan personal experncmee e
guality and performage, Plese
visil our website a

bt rwww. hugeicom
i call
1500 437-00 25
By avpider o [EH) frifie fuill eclor
catalog (%5 (0 refumdable with your
st EIIIrn."I:'.x-:';I O 16 peceave our free

aword brochure,

Bugei Trading Company, Inc
10T Cowmmezree 51, Ste 1

San Marcos, O A& QDI

| SO0 4370025

outsicde 1S, 1 T8 736-4TRS
hitp:ifwwo bopeioom

fax 1 760 Ti6-0125

69



FOBUS ELITE HOLSTERS
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SIXGUNNER

Continued from page 58

cartridge chambered in an upgraded
Smith & Wesson .44 Special 1950 Target
revolver. Even before the new Smith
arrived, Ruger got wind of the project. He
made off with a sack of fired brass and
some ammunition and went to work.

The .357 Blackhawk was rechambered
to the new .44 Magnum. Elmer Keith told
them the frame was too small, and he was

found correct when one of the three pro-
totypes blew while proof testing. Back to
the drawing board. The frame was length-
ened and enlarged, and the result was the
Ruger .44 Magnum Blackhawk. With a
6%" barrel, the Ruger Blackhawk hit the
shelves before the Smith & Wesson .44 in
many parts of the country.

| purchased a5%" Single-Six in 1956, a
.357 Blackhawk with a 4%" barrel and a
6%" .44 Blackhawk in 1957. | did not have
to agonize over which barrel length to
pick as these were the only ones offered.
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Handcrafted Versa-Max 2 price of $120.
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Milt conventenal IWE holsier or The .22 and .357 became instant
comverts b o Tackabile by simeoly favorites, but the .44 Magnum-— in those
Sparks chang g to e nchuced | | days before | learned how to handle one-
tradition. wepefend gachmans | | W8S punishing with full-house loads. |

was not the only one who felt thisway as
complaints began to arrive at Ruger’s

Eﬁ:-::.: doors about the recoil of the .44 Black-
B conaned Shak e} hawk. Again Ruger listened. The answer

seemed to be two-fold: a larger grip
frame and more weight.

As noted, the original grip frame fea-
tured on the Single-Six and Blackhawks
was the same size and shape as the Peace-
maker. Colt’s grip frame was originally
found on the mildly recoiling 1851 Navy
and carried over to the Single Action
Army. The first loading of the .45 with a
255 gr. bullet over 40 grs. of blackpowder
for a muzzle velocity between 800 and
900 fps was looked upon as “too much
recoil” for horse soldiers so you can
imagine what the recoil generated by the
.44 Magnum felt like in the Blackhawk
with the same grip frame.

Ruger looked way back in history to
the 1840s, resurrected the Colt Dragoon
grip frame, made it of steel instead of the
lightweight alloy used in Blackhawk grip
frames, and lengthened the barrel to 7%".
The new sixgun also lost the fht-top pro-
file with the addition of protective ears

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.GOM
around the rear sight.
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Another instant success. The Ruger
Super Blackhawk became the hunting and
outdoor sixgun by which all others have
been judged for the past four decades.

The standard .44 Blackhawk stayed in
production alongside the Super Black-
hawk until 1963 when it was dropped.
The .357 Blackhawk, in its origina form,
also disappeared at the same time as the
grip frame was changed dightly and pro-
tective ears were added to the top strap.

To collectors, the original Blackhawks
are now known as flat-tops. The 1963
version became the “Old Model” in 1973
with the advent of the “New Model” fea-
turing atransfer bar safety.

I have never cared
for the Ruger
Super Blackhawk

ip. It nails me
with heavy loads.

Those first Ruger Super Blackhawks
were beautifully blued and packed in a
wooden box with a retail price of $120.
When the box could no longer be
shipped, the price dropped to $116 at a
time when the Smith & Wesson .44
Magnum sold for $140.

In 1973, the Ruger Super Blackhawk
became the New Model Super Blackhawk
with atransfer bar safety. For thefirst time
it was safe to carry a single-action sixgun
fully loaded without having to let the
hammer down on an empty chamber, as
had been the standard practice since 1873.

With the coming of silhouetting in its
full popularity in the 1980s, Ruger lis-
tened again and added a 10%" barreled
Super Blackhawk to the production line.
Since that time we have seen the advent
of a stainless version with 4%", 5", 7%"
and 10%" barrels. Two of the best Super
Blackhawks offered for hunters have
been the Hunter Model with a 7%" heavy
barrel and cut with scallops for accepting
Ruger scope rings, and the Bisley Model.

| have never cared for the Ruger Super
Blackhawk grip. It nails me with heavy
loads. | redlize that | am in the minority
with this opinion. The advent of the
Bidley grip frame was a godsend for me.
Ruger looked at the Colt Bisley grip
frame and Keith’s #5SA,, which combined
the Bisley backstrap and a Colt trigger
guard, for a most comfortable grip frame
for shooting heavy loads.

Ruger adapted this idea to the Super
Blackhawk and came up with what for
me is the best grip shape ever for han-
dling heavy loads.

The Ruger Super Blackhawk has now
been in production for over 40 years. It has
proven to be nearly indestructible and will
handle the heaviest .44 Magnum loads with

ease. | expect it to be around “
for along time to come.
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Continued from page 42

Addressing entry-level leatherworkers,
Gordon says, “ There's quite a few talented
guys out there who produce beautiful
work. But the most common error they
make is to overextend themselves. They
say, ‘“How can | be in debt when | have al
these orders? If they don’t charge enough
for their work, and if they don’t keep the
quality high enough, they go under.”

With increasing acceptance of balistic
nylon and plastic holsters, the law
enforcement market has declined for tra-
ditional leathersmiths. Davis saw the trend
in the late ‘80s and that, combined with
the L.A. rat race, convinced him it was
time for a change.

With his children grown, he moved to
the Pacific Northwest in 1997, returning
to saddle making with the Hamley com-
pany in Pendleton, Ore. When the com-
pany went out of business, Gordon fell
back on his own resources by concen-
trating on concealed carry and cowboy
leather in his new shop in Arizona.

Gone Cowboy

Old West gun leather was no novelty to
Davis. As*“Diamond Jim,” one of the three
original founders of the Single Action
Shooting Society (SASS), he was in on the
ground fbor of the cowboy shooting genre.

Consequently, more and more of his
work in the 1990s drew upon his knowl-
edge of genuine Old West |eather.

Describing himself as “a leather his-
tory nut,” Davis eagerly sought infor-
mation on authentic cowboy belts and
holsters of the 1870-1900 era. His
shelves are crammed with reference
material, permitting him to reproduce
almost any gunleather item of the post-
Civil War period.

One of Davis' cowboy staples is the
authentic and functional “Slim Jim”
design for toting long-barreled revolvers.
Various regions tended to produce their
own leather, varying from one to two-loop
holsters, strong side or crossdraw. A
knowledgeable observer can tell you
whether a cowboy’s gear originated in the
Southwest or in Montana Territory, and
Davis s capable of recreating most of the
identifiable types.

Davis also enjoys occasional forays
into the B-western category, with elabo-
rately stitched or studded holsters made
to the customer’s specifications. Perhaps
the most impressive product is the Ranger
Belt with matching holsters: a 4" wide
belt with two rows of cartridge loops as
well as room for rife rounds.

Davis offers other cowboy accessories
including six-round “shotgun slides” for
packing scattergun fodder. Rifle scab-
bards, slings, and cartridge or shell
pouches also are part of his stock in trade.

One of Davis' most innovative designs
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is his shoulder holster. The holster itself
is of conventional origin, but Davis’
method of securing the holster to the belt,
and his flexible strap arrangement,
ensures that the pistol stays put.

“After alot of trial and error, | found
that a shoulder holster works better if
the gun’s grip lays against the chest.
That way it's always in the same place,
and doesn’'t move around,” Davis com-
ments. It also makes the gun more con-
cealable, with a lower signature beneath
ajacket or blazer.

Davis' original shoulder holsters
were for Colt Commanders and
Officer’s Models, but Government
Models and large frame revolvers also
are adaptable to the design. Having
worn one of these rigs for days at a
time, this writer can attest to the fea-
tures. The pistol stays put, and the grip
is always in the same place regardless of
arm or torso movement.

For cowboy shooters, Davis offers a
skeletonized shoulder rig based on the tra-
ditional John Wesley Hardin design. The
spring steel that Davis selects for the reten-
tion fbp over the cylinder is the “secret” of
the holster, affording repeatability and reli-
ability over aprolonged period.

Off Duty And IDPA

Conceding the growing dominance of
nylon or plastic belts and holsters for duty
rigs and IPSC competition, Davis finds
widespread acceptance of innovative
leather designs for off-duty or civilian
carry as well as the practically oriented
IDPA movement.

“I think that Jeff Cooper’s idea of
using competition to find what works on
the street till has merit,” Davis says. “I'm
hearing from customers who want specific
designs for their own purpose- holsters
that aren’t widely produced anywhere
else- and | think | can fill that niche.”

One of the notable features of contem-
porary Davis holsters is the lack of an
impression for the pistol’s ejection port.
Davis observed long ago that some guns
shaved leather from the inside during the
draw, resulting in shorter holster life and,
worst of all, the prospect for untimely
malfunctions. Therefore, he filled in the
simulated gjection ports on his molds and
has never had a complaint.

He says, “The fact that I'm a serious
shooter definitely helps with my products.
Some holster makers aren't really serious
about shooting, so they don’t pay as
much attention to details that can affect
that kind of thing.”

That comment speaks volumes, as
Davis’ leather features constant atten-
tion to detail. Whether you're packing a
Colt Peacemaker or a Glock 19, Davis

probably has something to
carry your gun. !‘

For additional information, contact
Gordon Davis at Box 1209, Chino Valley,
AZ 86323; phone: (520) 636-4111.
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Burns is sull very prolessional, jusi
awfully concerned now. And his mouthy
assistam has shur his trap, Grmly,

I am hoping the bag wall wrm up a Kike
ol cocane anmd maybe a Glock, since it's
way oo haht to e hnlding an Uz, Ul be
disappointed in that, bt not i the rest. It
will furmn out to combain seme manijuana,
and a notebook with Iyrics of the dead
min’'s rap songs., which will be
irrefutably tied to him by handwriting
onalyses, 'Wiath lines like, ".".T:, handd g0 o
tha pastol grip. Cock the muthafecka. et
WMl s T

This 15 good enough. T smell justice
coming

The Participants

As regular readers of “The Ayoob
Files™ know, everything [ 1ell you is what
actually happened in real-life gunfights
and struggles. The details are all fully
documeniahle. Unlike some imitaiors, |
don't make this stull up. 1 el you the
names, the dates, what the survivors teld
me was going through their minds, and
whether or e the ballets expanded.

Every mow and then, 1 have a case
come up where | have to change some
names, for logical reasons. This s such a
case. The invalved afficer has since left
The Job, docsn't want 10 be rerminded of
s mighrmare, andd we2lls me s oaly per-
mussible o lalk about the case of has nime
ign't mentioned. 1 have o respect thar,
When you ve ninshed thes armicle, I thank
you' ll understamd why.

If | won't name the slayer, I can't
name the slain. There's enough grel of
bowed ames i every involved family 1o go
around in this maner. Let's call the officer
who pulled the trigger Fred Fraendly.
Ler's call s pammer Dhdm 1. Best.

The man who was killed m the death
hattle that he himsell iniiated wanted go
b a “gangsta rapper Like Snoop Doggy
Dogg. Very well, give him what he
wanted. He 15 Babedd Dogey Dagp, and
mame his brodher and parner in crime,
Badd Drgizy Doge,

The Incident

Officers Friencly and Best were dis-
patched 1o a low-meome aparimen
hllild'in.g o uup_"ui-u: the removal of
property by Rabidd Dogey Dogp from an
apartment owned by his paramowr. She
hind kicked him owi because she was tired
of him abusing her and, she told the
police dispatcher, she meeded cops there
w0 he wouldn™t harm her while he wos
remrwvang his stuff,

Fl'il,:lh,“:,. andd Best lIlIl:n supervised as
Rabicdd and his brother, Badd, cammied
Eabudd™s :hingu Froom the mpartment,
Ench time the brothers came back up the
stairs, their verbal threats to the woman
who had pronounced eviction becams
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more ominous and deadly.

When Rabidd snarled to the woman
that he would slash her throat, the two
cops of this medium-sized city looked at
each other and decided that enough was
enough. It was obviously going to esca-
late to something physical. Besides,
Friendly warned Best, he had noted gang
tattoos on Rabidd that indicated a poten-
tial for extreme violence.

They followed the brothers downstairs
on their next-to-last trip, and stood in the
doorway, blocking access. When Rabidd
and Badd returned, Friendly explained
that since things seemed to be heating up
toward violence, it would be best for the
two of them to depart now and let things
cool. They could come back another time
for the last couple of armloads of belong-
ings still in the apartment. Those which
still littered the front porch, the officers
explained, they were welcome to take.

Rabidd didn’t like that. He began
screaming at the cops. They were
adamant but polite: Sorry, you can’t go
back in tonight. It wasn't pushiness, it
was a favor; they had aready seen and
heard enough to arrest Rabidd for crim-
inal threatening and simple assault, which
they made clear they didn’t want to do.

Rabidd swung, punching Officer
Friendly in the face. Friendly reflexively
struck back, with a hand holding a flash-
light. Rabidd grabbed him, pulled him off
the porch, and brought him down the
stairs and to the ground in a fight, the
flashlight gone in the darkness. His
brother jumped the other officer.

Rabidd was big and strong. Officer
Friendly was average size, and down on
his back. His assailant’s fists pounded his
head like iron hammers. Nothing like this
had happened to the cop before, but as he
saw white flashes in front of his eyes, he
remembered trauma victims to whom he
had ministered. They told him of seeing
those white flashes just before they
became unconscious.

He felt a violent tug at his right hip,
and he reached down to secure his
weapon, and his hand closed on his antag-
onist’s hand, which was already there,
trying to pull his gun out. It was a Smith
& Wesson Model 5906, which the depart-
ment required all officers to carry “off
safe” in case they might be too stupid to
remember to flick the catch. The officer
was acutely aware that anyone who
gained control of the gun could just pull
the trigger and make it go off— 16 times.

Officer Friendly knew where it was
going now. Take the gun. Kill the cop, and
the other cop, and then kill the African-
American woman the attacker had vilified
and threatened to murder. Officer Friendly
fought desperately for the pistol.

It came out of the holster, in the cop’s
hand, and knowing he was about to pass
out, hefired.

No reaction. The man was till trying to
take his gun. He fired again. And again.
And again. He wasn’t sure how many
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shots he had fired when the terrible,
hurtful weight on top of him dlid away,
and no one was trying to kill him anymore.

He scrambled to his feet, gasping for
breath. A few steps away, his partner, also
overpowered by a stronger man who
showed no reaction to being sprayed in
the face from a tear gas dispenser, was
suddenly also free and standing. The man
who had been beating him had stopped
only when he heard the gunfire, throwing
himself to his feet and raising his hands
in surrender.

Numb and dazed, Officer Friendly
looked down at the still form of the man
who had almost killed him. Reflexively,
from his training, he pointed his gun
away, toward the ground, and decocked it.

The death battle was over. The night-
mare had just begun. The man who had
tried to kill him would soon be pro-
nounced dead at the receiving hospital.
Before long, Officer Friendly would be
criminally charged with murder in the
second degree.

The Accusation

The shooting had gone down in a
lower-income neighborhood. In moments,
the scene was surrounded by African-
Americans screaming that the pigs had
murdered one of their brothers— for
nothing. A relatively low-level civil dis-
turbance accompanied the investigation
of the death scene.

It was a cross-racial shooting: Cau-
casian police officer pulls trigger, African-
American dies. Speaking as an expert wit-
ness who has stood up for multiple
African-American good guys who have
killed Caucasian bad guys, | have to state
frankly that | can’t see anything but a big-
time flashing of The Race Card that would
account for the involved officer being
charged with murder under these circum-
stances. But that is exactly what happened.

It quickly became apparent to the
investigators that the deceased was a
member of a gang, specifically The Black
Gangster Disciples. The autopsy showed
a bullet encysted in his body from a pre-
vious shooting. There was no significant
effort on the part of the larger, encom-
passing state police agency, that was
assigned to investigate, to look into the
background of the deceased. | personally
checked out the background of “Officer
Friendly,” because | don’t put my reputa-
tion on the line for racists. He was clean.
| took the case.

Officer Friendly hired Ned Wehr to
represent him in court. Wehr is a fine
lawyer. He and | had been through two
officer-involved shooting trials together
before this, one criminal and one civil,
and had won both. We were comfortable
working together. He hired me for this
one as “expert-in-chief,” giving me the
rare privilege to pick the expert wit-
nesses as well as do what | normally do
in these matters, which is advising on
defense strategy and handling my own
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side of the expert function.

The prosecutors said that the bullet
holes in the dead man’s Malcolm X T-
shirt, examined after being cut from the
body by paramedics, indicated shots from
back-to-front instead of front-to-back,
hence the murder charge. They had over-
looked the fact that part of the gangsta
culture is doing things backwards, the
way part of Satanist culture is putting
crucifixes upside-down and reciting the
Lord's Prayer backwards.

The cheap shirt the dead man wore lit-
erally had no defined front or back, being
cut almost like a tube-top; with the logo
you would expect to be on the front worn
backwards, the shots exactly lined up
with front-to-back shots.

The prosecution intimated that
shooting this man five times was prima
facie evidence of malice. They also said
that he must have stood over his “victim”
as he lay helpless, and shot him again and
again, gratuitously, with no more than the
first one or two shots being at all justifi-
able or excusable.

There were some problems with that
hypothesis. Officer Friendly was one of
the many victims of the “147 gr. subsonic
fad” that enraptured American law
enforcement from the late 1990s through,
in some few departments, the present.
Endorsed by the FBI and a famous
forensic scientist who spent more time
with gelatin than human bodies, the fad
involved Winchester 147 gr. subsonic
JHPs being hyped as incredible manstop-
pers. The department issued this trendy
ammo to Officer Friendly.

All five bullets fired in this case went
through the suspect. Some expanded,
judging by the exit wounds. The bullet |
recovered also expanded. It was con-
tained in a piece of luggage that death
scene photos proved was located behind
the deceased, on a porch above where he
and the cop were struggling. Some of the
bullets did not expand.

Extensive checking with metal detec-
tors found no bullets in the ground under
the body, where at |east some would have
to be if the prosecutor’s theory was to
hold water. The angle of the bullet | dis-
covered was exactly consistent with the
cop being down on the ground, firing
upward, exactly as he testified.

It was Officer Friendly’s wife who
first noticed the luggage that was on the
porch in the evidence pictures, but has
not been initially analyzed. She spotted it,
told him and he told me. | found the
exculpatory evidence, thanks to her.

It is always a good idea to take
clothing from the shooter as evidence.
Another thing | found that the assigned
investigators had missed was that Rabidd
had pulled so violently on Officer
Friendly’s Safariland holster that his uni-
form pants— confiscated as evidence,
thank God, the night of the shooting— had
a 2" tear by the inside stud of the holster
as the attacker’s tremendous force ripped
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it forward along the heavy-duty Sam
Browne belt.

It was vital for Officer Friendly to be
able to show in court that he recognized
his attacker’s gang tattoos as symbols of
someone who came from a subculture that
thought it was good to kill cops. “Under-
stand your enemy,” warned Sun Tzu.

Why would this man attempt to
murder a cop? One answer lay in the rap
music in his own handwriting that | dis-
covered later. The song was called “If You
Gankin.” Gankin, in gang terminology, is
“dissing,” or disrespecting, the gang or
one of its members. Rabidd probably saw
Officer Friendly’s eyes go to his gang tat-
toos shortly before Rabidd was ordered
not to re-enter the household. If he
decided that the officer had banned him
for being a gang member, it would fit a
lyric he had written in one of his own
songs. “...and you will be killed, mutha-
fucka, if you gankin’...”

The Trial

The four experts | brought in trampled
the prosecution’s bogus case into the
dust. Ed Nowicki explained why the
prosecution’s suggestion that the cop was
negligent for not spraying him with
something instead of shooting him was
nonsense. Col. Hugh Mills, a master of
handgun retention training, explained
why retention would have been all but
impossible for this officer and that
shooting the attacker off of him was the
only option left. Mark Dunston, an expert
on gang signs, explained why Officer
Friendly was right to presume deadly
danger when he saw his assailant’s gang
tattoos, since such gangs are noted for
training each other to disarm cops and
kill them with their own weapons. Dave
Grossi, who had trained Officer Friendly
at a seminar, explained why he had run
out of viable options at the time he fired
his Model 5906.

There was al that. And there was the
evidence. In the end, the jury found Fred
Friendly not guilty.

Epilogue

Officer Friendly was returned to duty,
but had been so traumatized by his depart-
ment throwing him to the wolves that he
felt he could no longer effectively func-
tion in law enforcement. When | last
spoke to him, he was working toward his
bachelor’s degree in business.

His partner, to the best of my knowl-
edge, has stayed on The Job. Crashton
Burns was due to retire when | dealt with
him, and | hope that went well. | knew,
and learned from, many good people on
his usually excellent police department,
and those | talked to spoke well of him. |
hope he can get over this one case that
must haunt him. | never much gave a
damn what happened to his clueless sub-
ordinate. He didn’t strike me as being
worth the trust that had
been put upon him. ‘
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ne of the great things about modern
electronicsisthat they keep getting
better and cheaper. Not long ago, a
laser rangefinder was huge and cost
thousands of dollars. They were so heavy they
were nearly impractical if pack-weight was an
issue. They were aslarge as a pair of high-
power binoculars. Today, some will fit in a shirt
pocket and cost but a few hundred dollars.
Bushnell has been aleader in this field and
their latest, the Yardage Pro Scout, is both
small and accurate. Rangefinders have
been regularly featured in this column and
I use them routinely when varmint
hunting. | certainly don’t claim that this
confers any expertise on me, for it
doesn’t, but it does give me the chance
to look through quite a few.
The Bushnell Scout is a palm-size unit
that combines a 7x monocular with the
rangefinder. Like all rangefinders, the
Scout depends on a computer chip that
does a simple math calculation using the
formula D=R/T which, coincidentally, is

- )
BUSHNELL
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exactly what a chronograph does.
The rangefinder measures the time it
takes the laser to be reflected back to the
instrument. Since we know light travels at
186,000 miles per second, if we can time the
tiniest nano second, we got it.

My testing was done by comparing the
Scout with several other units and looking at
targets at known distances. Up to 400 yards—
the longest known range available- it gave
accurate results and did so on dark targets,

such as atelephone pole, that were not too
reflective and had defeated some other,
larger units.
Bushnell states their maximum
effective range as 700 yards on reflec-
tive targets. Don't doubt it at all. And

the 6.7 oz. weight makesiit ﬁ

imminently packable.
For more information, contact Bushnell
Sports Optics, 9200 Cody, Dept. AH,
Overland Park, KS 66214; phone: (913)
752-3400; website: www.bushnell.com
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By Charles E. Petty

SMITH & WESSON
FL7 FLASHLIGHT

Imost all of the big companiesin our field of interest areinvolved in

some kind of licensing program that finds their name and logo being used

on non-traditional products supplied by other makers. Sometimes they

offer things like coffee, barbecue sauce or even toasters, but most
licensed products are more directly related to shooting, such as shooting shirts and
caps, knives or gun cleaners.

One such item is the FL7 rechargeable flashlight. It's one of those super-bright
lights we' ve come to know and love, but in a configuration that isjust a bit dif-
ferent. The aluminum body is 1.2" in diameter, but there are six flats cut that,
when combined with the rough anodized finish, give anon-slip surface. The
diameter is small enough for a comfortable grip but not large enough to be
unwieldy. It is 7" long.

Thelight is powered by arechargeable nickel metal hydride battery with a quick
recharge (2.7 hour) design. The charger (included) can be used with either house-
hold current or from an automobile battery via a cigarette lighter adapter. The
charger also serves as a mount which can affixed to awall or dashboard with two
screws. The light's switch is mounted on the head, is rubber covered,
and provides both intermittent and continuous operation. ‘

For more information, contact Smith & Wesson, 2100 Roosevelt Ave. Dept. AH,
Springfield, MA 01102; phone: (800) 331-0852; website: www.smith-wesson.com

@ Winchester. Short. Magnum.
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NIKON TUNDRA
10X50 BINOCULARS

ikon equipment is not new to me. Their cameras
and lenses have served me very well and produce
most of the photographs you see in my stories.
Now I'm learning to love their rifle scopes, spot-
ting scopes and binoculars.

The latest of thoseis a pair of binoculars that are ssmply stun-
ning. They’'re a 10x50 center focus model known as “ Tundra’
and they are as bright and sharp as can be. They are rubber-
coated and waterproof.

Outside an optical laboratory, it is very hard to measure the
parameters most people use to judge fine optical equipment
like this. | rely on simpler things— my carefully calibrated Mk.
I, Mod | eyeballs. Seriously, if you’'ve spent much time staring
through scopes and binoculars, you get a feel for those things.
These are as sharp and bright as a pair of really expensive
European glasses.

It only took afew simple tests for me to be sold. One of the
favorites measures of resolution is just to look at a brick wall
and see how well the fine detail shows up. Another isto look

I by P ptgrams povwey f it he 300 WA ballisics are alvace! densical b those of the mighy 300 Win. Moy
Thes rifle s the hofiest thing: you will s2e 4l your o gun siore ths year. Bef 7o can 't wo, cofl for @ free cakdog
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at .22 bullet holes at different ranges. Some spotting scopes
have trouble seeing a .22 hole at 100 yards on .q

adreary day. Not these.

For more information, contact Nikon USA, 1300 Walt Whitman
Rd., Dept AH, Melville, NY 11747; phone: (631) 547-4200;
website: www.nikonusa.com
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RCBS DIGITAL
MICROMETER

hooters, and especially handloaders,
are forever needing to make precise
measurements. But as we get older, it gets
harder and harder to read those tiny gradua-
tions on calipers and micrometers. Happily, the elec-
tronics revolution and LCD displays have come to the
rescue. They’ve actually been around awhile, but many have
been pretty pricey and perhaps prohibitively so for the
average handloader.

RCBS was one of the first to offer dia calipers with their
name on them and now they’ ve added to that line with elec-
tronic LCD calipers and micrometers. Obviously, RCBS doesn’t
make these things in lovely Oroville; they’ re imported. These
are from China.

I’ ve heard many screams and gripes about “cheap” stuff from
China, and it istrue that these calipers are very affordable, but
my tests fail to show any loss of accuracy when compared with
top-of-the-line American or Japanese tools of the same type.

A friend at RCBS reports that they tested samples from a
number of vendors and made their selection based upon accu-
racy and ease of operation. After using these for awhile now,

I’d say they made a good choice.

The calipers have a 6" range, can be used in either English or
metric units and are capable of measurement to the nearest
thousandth (.001"). The micrometer hasa 1" range and mea-
sures as little as 50 millionths (.00005").

One of the major difficultiesin operating amikeis
applying the same amount of pressure each time. These have a
nice feature where the entire barrel slips when a preset tension
isreached. Thisis handy and really does lead to 1

nicely repeatable results.

For more information, contact RCBS Operations, 605 Oro Dam
Blvd., Dept. AH, Oroville, CA 95965; phone: (800) 533-5000;
website: www.rchs.com

9mm & .40 S&W

Whether you'll own anly oae “camry” gun or dozens, this ane belongs
I youw colbection, Utilizing a grip frame almoat a full half inch shorter
and 2 oz lighter than the old *Oificers Model™ without ghving up any
capacity {B+1] s a trick that cnly ST| has mastened. The slide is 1.9%
for concealability,
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steel, and 1.065” pcroas wood. ANl 181" controls.
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Continued from page 49

complete gun), you can send and receive
a barrel, afiring pin, grips or other com-
ponents in any manner your preferences
and pocketbook dictate.

6) You can send a gun to any resident
of your own state, whether or not that
person is a federal licensee (gun deder,
manufacturer, collector, gunsmith or
importer). Outside your state, you can
send the gun only to a licensee. The in-
state/out-of-state distinction is made, an
ATF spokesman says, because: “The
Treasury Department’s authority in these
matters is derived from the interstate
commerce clause of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.” If agun doesn’t move across a state
ling, it's not interstate commerce.

7) Military and law-enforcement
personnel acting in their official capaci-
ties have a slightly different set of laws
to follow.

And that's it. Like | said, simple and
straightforward.

Not being
governmental,
they’re free to
add rules and
regulations on

top of the laws.

The confusion arises when the laws
are translated into the actual shipping
policies that apply when you hand your
gun to the smiling clerk at the counter.

Going Postal

The Postal Service is an agency of the
federal government, so its policies follow
the laws practically word for word. The
private shippers are a different matter.
Not being governmental, they’re free to
add rules and regulations on top of the
laws to cover such things as corporate lia-
bility, safety and security.

Which is how, to cite the most recent
and familiar example, UPS was able to
ban ground shipping of handguns back in
October 1999.

“As a responsible corporate citizen,”
the press release said, “UPS wants to
ensure that handguns are transported as
safely as possible by restricting hand-
guns to designated handling channels...
We routinely review our policies and
procedures and attempt to balance the
interests of our customers, our company
and the public with every business deci-
sion we make.”

That meant Next Day Air, a big
change for gun owners long accustomed
to Big Brown'’s familiar— and much less
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insurance. Calif. residents, add sales tax.
http://www.bairdco.com

1270 West Markham, Perris, GA 92571

THE L.L. BAIRD COMPANY, Dept. HG701,
Order by phone 909-943-4180, Fax 909-943-8491

CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT BADGE
EXERCISE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS!

You're licensed to carry a firearm for personal protection.
You're a responsible citizen who refuses to be a victim.
You live in an increasingly violent world and you are pre-
pared to defend yourself, your home, your business and
your loved ones. You deserve to own the Concealed
Weapons Permit badge. Crafted from heavy gold plate
with red, white and blue enamel, this stunning badge
sends a serious message. Just $29.95 + $4 postage and

24 Hour Hotline
909-943-6769

FLORIDA’S PREMIER
SHOOTING ACADEMY!

Intensive personalized training in all aspects
of practical shooting. Each course is designed to
accommodate all levels; beginners, intermediate
or advanced shooters wishing to increase their skill,
confidence, knowledge and performance in handgun
speed shooting.

Each course is taught by international and U.S.
champion pro shooter Frank Garcia. The academy
is located in the heart of central Florida near Walt
Disney World and other major attractions. Courses
limited to four students per class. Classes available
all year. Website: www.frankgarciausa.com

UNIVERSAL SHOOTING ACADEMY

4300 Highway 630 East / Frostproof, FL 33843
863-635-3425 / Fax:863-635-5277

Next Issue...

SOUTHERN  Afullline
distributor for

BELLE Zero Bulkets,
Star Bullets,

BRASS Stariine New Brass.

Check out our web site at

http://www.southernbellebrass.com

for the latest pricing and specials!
Ask about our once fired brass and
monthly specials.

Southern Belle Brass

(901) 774-9800
Fax: (901) 947-1924
orders (800) 478-3160
E-mail: vicky@southernhellebrass.com
P.0. Box 2165
Cordova, TN 38088
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Legendary Reliability...

“The cartridge feed system is the weak link
on any magazine fed firearm. | consider
the M1911 .45 acp pistol the worlds finest
close quarter fighting weapon..... and for
the best magazine to feed the M19ll, | rec-
ommend and use Wilson Combat maga-
zines. Wilson magazines are the choice of
both the US Army and USMC top special
operations units that prefer and issue the .45 M1911. When the FBI
set out to select a custom .45 acp M1911 pistol for their SWAT oper-
ators, long before the final pistol was chosen, Wilson Combat maga-
zines were specified as the one they want. Nearly every professional
that | know chooses the Wilson brand of M1911 magazine for their
own use.... In fact, the Wilson Combat 8 round .45 magazine has
become the industry standard.” Ken Hackathorn, Tactical
Shooting Instructor, Gun Writer, Founder IPSC & IDPA

Wilson Combat®/ScattergunTechnologies™

2234 CR 719-150
Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856

www.wilsoncombat.com -« info@wilsoncombat.com

Green Mountain
Sport Specialties
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The Original Green Mountain Bag
St the Bast T Only 3735.95
The Big Bag
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30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Lifetime Warranty
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m.gmenmmspaﬂs_mm
OR CALL TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG
ToLL FRee 1-800-639-1892

zreen Moonntnin Sport Specinlties
Pk Bax 1842, Longmont, GO S05c
303, T72.7236 Fax 303.772.85224

KNIFEART.COM
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expensive- ground system. But it solved
a huge UPS headache: handguns disap-
pearing from its trucks and transfer sta-
tions as the weapons made their way
from one part of the country to the next.

“We used to lose guns all the time
when UPS shipped them ground,” one
gun dealer said of those pre-air days.
“Since they switched, our shipments
arrive every time. Yes, it's more expen-
sive for the customers, but their guns are
getting there now.”

The policy change
also added to the
general confusion,
because UPS
imposed the new
regulations with
little notice.

Unfortunately, the policy change also
added to the general confusion, because
UPS imposed the new regulations with
little notice and virtually no explanation
to itsmillions of gun-owning customers.

“The shippers add layers to the
process,” one ATF agent dryly noted.
“And it's certainly not going to get any
clearer in the future.”

But we have to live with it.

A Field Guide To Shipping
To make “living with it” a little easier,
here's afield guide to the crucia “dos and
don’'ts’ of shipping afirearm in the United
States (sending a gun overseas is gener-
ally prohibited). Fedl free to pull it out the
next time that smiling clerk insists you
absolutely, positively can’t ship off that
Kimber for night sights, or that Glock for
a trigger job, or that Winchester to your
granddaughter just because you love her:

Postal Service: Handguns cannot be
mailed; they must be delivered by a private
shipper. You can send a long gun to any
resident of your own state, but only to a
federal licensee out of state. USPS recom-
mends, but does not require, sending guns
by registered mail, its most secure option.
Packages cannot contain any markings that
would identify the contents asa gun.

UPS: Handguns and long guns are
accepted for shipment, but only for repair,
replacement or customization, i.e. war-
ranty service or gunsmithing. Handguns
must be sent via Next Day Air. Long guns
can still be sent via ground service. Either
sender or recipient must be federally
licensed; no private party to private party.
All guns must be sent from a UPS Cus-
tomer Counter. The Authorized Shipping
Outlets found in strip malls, supermarkets
and shopping centers nationwide (the
pack ‘n’ ships) are prohibited from
accepting guns because UPS interprets
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the federal gun laws as requiring an
actual UPS employee to accept the
package, and the Authorized Outlets are
independently owned and operated. No
guns are accepted in unstaffed drop
boxes. You cannot mark or label your
package as containing firearms. UPS
stamps all packages “Adult Signature
Required,” mandating that an adult sign
for the shipment.

FedEx: Handguns and long guns are
accepted for shipment. All must be
shipped Priority Air Overnight. FedEx
has always handled guns via air because
it began as an air-freight company and
only added ground service two years ago,
when it purchased a ground shipper.
Either sender or recipient must be feder-
ally licensed; no private party to private
party. Guns are accepted at any staffed
office or station that handles FedEx ship-
ments, including the independently
owned and operated pack ‘n’ ships. Guns
are not accepted in unstaffed drop boxes.
Guns must not be capable of firing; you
must remove the firing pin, disconnect
the barrel or otherwise render the weapon
inoperable. You cannot mark or label
your package as containing firearms, and
names readily identified with guns—
Glock, Winchester, Smith & Wesson,
what have you— must be abbreviated or
otherwise disguised, i.e. “G.l.” for
“Glock Inc.” FedEx requires an adult to
sign for the shipment.
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firearms.

Gun Dealers: You can legally bring
your handgun or long gun to any licensed
dealer and ask him to ship it for you.
Whether the dealer will agree, though, is
another matter. Some will; some won’t. A
random call-around in the Chicago area
showed an even split among those who
wouldn’'t handle private shipments at al,
those who handle them only for customers
and those who handle them for anyone.

Typical is the policy of one large
dealer in the Chicago suburbs. “Sure, we
can handle it, no problem,” said Connie
Roe, who, with husband John, owns J.R.
Shooting Sports of Naperville, I1l. “We
started offering the service for our cus-
tomers, but we'll do it for anyone.”

J.R. charges the actual cost of air
shipping and insurance via FedEx or
UPS, plus $20 to $25 (depending on
packaging and padding requirements) for
staff time, storage, customer notification
of the weapon’s arrival and the ATF-
required paperwork.

You are now fully armed with the rules
of the gun shipping game. It's ﬁ
all perfectly smple... right?
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AWESOME PARTS

FROM AWESOME OPTIC FRONT SIGHTS TO AWESOME BASEPADS

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED
VISIT OUR WEB SITE OR CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG

PHONE (512) 260-2011 FAX (512) 260-2211
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VICKERS GUN!

Continued from page 57

Petty’s accuracy testing consisted of
three 10-shot groups with each lot of
ammunition at 25 yards with six kinds of
fodder: Federal match hardball, Federal
match wadcutter, Remington and Speer
hollowpoints, Winchester “Winclean”
ball and— how could we not?— Gl hard-
ball. That's a total of 180 rounds. The
average group size was 1.82".

The best group of slightly over aninch
(2.127") came with the wadcutters. How-
ever, the best average came with the
ammo that Vickers says most closely
resembles what SF operators really
shoot— match-grade hardball. With Fed-
eral’s 230 gr. ball, the Vickers gun shot
1.52" for a 30-round average.

We hasten to add that Petty’s testing
includes every round fired. Some have
asserted that the first round that is “hand
cycled” into a semiautomatic pistol should
be “discounted” from a group’s measure-
ment because a gun does not lock up the
same as with a round that’s self-loaded
“automatically.” Discounting the first
hand-chambered round is totally unreal-
istic because the first round fired in a gun-
fight is the one that has been hand-cham-
bered. Our testing included every round.

We noted that the Vickers gun would
have had a noticeably better accuracy
average except for the “worst” ammo (for
this gun) in the test: Remington Golden
Saber turned in a disappointing 2.30"
average. Nonetheless, we included all the
ammunition tested and are more than
pleased with the overall 1.82" group.

We also tested the Vickers gun with
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-~ > LEATHER COMPANY —
Manufacturing Quality Leather Since 1968

“Marshall”
$340.00
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NOW ONTHE &
INTERNET

“ Santa Fe”

$245.00
plus $8.00s& h

For catalog
send $5.00 to:
P.O. Box 677GM
Laredo, Tx 78042
or call us at 1(800) 451-9394

www.KIRKPATRICKLEATHER.com
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rested, hand-held firing at 25 yards with
Federal match hardball and Winchester's
“Ranger” brand of hardball. Groups ran
between 1.0" and 1.5" for five shots when
we did our part behind the trigger. The
fact that we “out-shot” a Ransom Rest
means nothing except that a Ransom Rest
is a more reliable indicator of accuracy.
When we throw a fier, well, we tend to
shoot another group and “ignore” what
must have been our own fault.

We did not shoot any handloads for
accuracy, although we did dump between
500 and 600 rounds of our IPSC load (6.0
grs. of WW 231 under a 200 gr. H& G #68)
to test the Vickers gun’s reliability. Loaded
to an OAL of 1.250", our IPSC handloads
are very reliable, and they proved 100 per-
cent in the Vickers gun. Including the
accuracy testing and some Gl hardball, we
blew over 1,000 rounds through the pistol
without amalfunction of any kind.

We used Wilson magazines in all the
testing. Vickers recommends Wilson
magazines for his custom guns and uses
only Wilsonsin hiswork.

MORRIS GUSTOM
PISTOLS

Antistny & Piotolenaft
1514 W. Northwest Blvd.
Spokane, WA. 99205
509-325-COLT (2658)
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Without OPS Training

Your Defensive Firearm is just

AN EXPENSIVE CLUB!!!

For a 12-Page Color Course Catalog
Call Toll Free 1.877.636.4677

Andy Stanford - Director ' =

OFTIOMS for
PEREOMNAL SECLUIRITY

CUTTING EDGE TRAINING---

---ACROSS THE USA
www.optionsforpersonalsecugity.cor

Tactical Glock Sights

Announcing NEW Wilson Combat® Tactical Combat sights for al
Glock models. Featuring our patented "Combat Pyramid” sight picture
for the fastest possible sight acquisition. The bright green front tritium
insert and subdued yellow rear inserts further enhance your ability to
fire accurate shots rapidly even in low light conditions.Tactica
Combat sights are completely snag-free and are the optimum carry gun
sight. Sights are fully machined from solid steel barstock and are fin-
ished in matte black. Sights are easily installed at home with no spe-
cial tools required.

Specify Glock model when ordering. Also available for all 1911
model pistols including Kimbers.

$139.95 per set prepaid or send your
dlideinfor professional factory installa-
tion for only $175.00 (allow 2 weeks
for installation).
Wilson Combat®/Scatter gunTechnologies
2234 CR 719-149
Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856
www.wilsoncombat.com ¢ info@wilsoncombat.com
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Shucks, they been doin’ it for nigh on to 50 years
so they know what they’re doin, just ask Phil Spangenberger.

RIFLES & CARBINES:
They’ll smooth up your
Winchesters, Marlins and
the better imports.

WHAT THEY DO:
Repairs with factory parts
Rebluing and casehardening
Cleaning and Tune-ups

HAWGLEGS:
King’s works on
Colts, Rugers and
quality imports

Call o vwrite, or check the internet
Call us Tues.-Sat 9am-5pm California time 818-956-6010
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« Rock River Arms Billet NM frame with 30 LPI checkered front strap,

beveled mag well « Forged NM slide, low mount Bomar hidden rear
sight, lowered and flared ejection port « Match Commander hammer
and match sear « Tuned and polished extractor and extended ejector
- Beavertail grip safety, flat checkered mainspring housing « Aluminum speed trigger
with crisp 3.5 Ib pull « KART NM barrel with NM bushing « Checkered slide stop and
ambidextrous safety « Rock River Arms dovetail front sight, fully profiled to match radius of slide
« 2 piece recoil guide rod, recoil buff, polished feed ramp, throated barrel « Deluxe grips, lustrous
blued finish, with one mag « Tuned for total reliability, guaranteed to shoot 2 1/2" groups at 50 yds

BASIC LIMITED MATCH in . 45 ACP . . . ... .. Retail $1,395 includes FET

A2 Rifle

CALIBER ... @ Cafant oo

WEIGERT e S oe s m st o o e dtes iy 8.2 Pounds

TRIGGER w75, s saiitaidais, National Match Two Stage

BARREL wiic foasiior id s cuides 20" Chrome Moly, 1:9 Twist 3
STANDARD A2 RIFLE . .................... Retail $925

[ 101 Noble St. * Cleveland, IL 61241
ROC KRIVERARM S. INC. 309/792/5780  Fax: 309/792/5781

Website: www.rockriverarms.com * Email: rockriverarms@revealed.net
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The point-of-impact for al the hard-
ball we shot was dead-on for the tritium-
equipped Novak sights, as we knew— not
guessed, knew- it would be. How could
we be so certain? Because Vickers does
something that we have only heard about
in connection with custom-order double
rifes from Purdey and Holland— he sends
the gun in-the-white to the customer for
regulating the sights before the tritium
inserts are machined into the sights.

When we zeroed the Vickers gun in-
the-white, we found the .125" front sight to
be just a hair too wide for the sort of sight
picture we like. Elevation was perfect as it
came, so we didn’t need any adjustments
there. We drifted the Novak rear for some
windage, then sent the gun back to Vickers
with a request for a narrower front sight.
He machined the sight down as thin as it
could go and till retain atritium insert.

When the gun was finished and deliv-
ered, the sights were dead-nuts-on with the
bullets landing right on top of the glowing
green front dot at 25 yards. Regulating the
sights to the customer’s ammo and eye is
one example of the sort of detailing and
craftsmanship that sets a Vickers gun apart.

“l don't do it the easy way, | do it the
right way. Nobody would argue that that's
not the right way— you zero the sights,
then you take them off and tritium them.
It'stheway to doit,” Vickers stated.

Even though Vickers' superlative work
has escaped the notice of the big wide

The Original“CLIPDRAW”

For Secure Carry Without a Holster
#1911-fits 1911 Gov’'t model/Commander

#OM-fits Officer,Defender,Compact......$19.95
#JF-fits S&W “J” Frame revolvers.....$24.95
#KF- fits S&W “K,L” frame revolvers.....$24.95

Shipping & Handling $2.75
Specify Black or Nickel Plated

Orders and information:

Ph: 800-869-7501 Fax: 610-296-7502
After hours order line 800-736-4113
For Mail Orders: Skyline Technology, Inc.
44G Pennsylvania Ave., Malvern, PA 19355
DEALERS WELCOME

- ORDER ON-LINE@
www.clipdraw.com




world, his pistolsmithing peers are keenly
aware of his talents. Ken Hackathorn, a
longtime friend of Vickers' and one of the
two most inflential individuals Vickers's
credits with his development as a pistol-
smith, had this to say: “You call Bill
Wilson or Richard Heinie and ask them
where to get the finest custom .45 built to
customer specifications, and they’ll say,
‘Give Larry Vickersacall.””

Richard Heinie is widely regarded for
his consummate craftsmanship. He is a
recipient of the Pistolsmith Of The Year
award from the American Pistolsmiths
Guild and perhaps the brightest light in
the Guild for advocating an uncompro-
mising standard of quality. When Heinie
evaluates another pistolsmith, it pays to
listen. “Larry is good,” Heinie says. “As
far as his knowledge on the gun and
building a working pistol for the real
thing, he knows how to do it.” Heinie
even bought a Vickers gun— a checkbook
endorsement, the most sincere kind.

Given the strong recommendations of
his peers, it's refreshing to see that
Vickersis quick to credit several of them
for serving as inspirations in his develop-
ment as a pistolsmith. Steve Nastoff was
an early mentor whom Vickers met when
he was temporarily in the reserves, in the
early '80s. “I called Steve Nastoff
because he lived in the town where my
reserve unit was stationed. | went by to
visit him and that was my first introduc-
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tion to real high-end custom .45s,”
Vickers recalled, saying the meeting was
an eye-opener for the young serviceman.

“l saw a Heinie gun in American
Handgunner and | was real impressed
with the real clean lines of the gun and
just how tastefully executed the guns
were. Then | saw Steve's guns and they
had a little bit more of a Pachmayr infl-
ence to them, but after handling those
guns in the fesh, especialy Steve's gun,
it was like: Wow! Steve was making the
finest guns of his career, the best guns
that money could buy,” Vickers said.

“1 once had a Nastoff two-tone five-
inch on a pre-Series 70. It was the nicest
five-inch I'd ever seen up to that time,”
Vickers remembered. He credits Nastoff
and Heinig, in that order, as being the two
most prominent influences on his style.
He learned fit and finish, the importance
of cosmetics and a sense of aesthetics for
custom 1911s from these two masters.

As for the mechanics of working on
John Browning's timeless design, Vickers
learned from Nastoff’s teacher, John
Miller of Army Marksmanship Unit fame.
It was this legendary military armorer
who taught Nastoff, Mike Plaxco, Wayne
Novak and Vickers how to fit barrels.
“I'm in good company with that crowd,”
Vickers quipped. “John Miller is the
single most knowledgeable man aive on
the planet when it comes to small arms.
His knowledge is phenomenal— slide-to-
frame fit, barrel fit, everything. He thor-
oughly understands the gun. But he's like
every other military armorer out there—
his guns are pretty crude on the outside,
but on the inside, his guns are perfect.”

Additionally, Vickers praises
Hackathorn, a Handgunner columnist, for
coaching him on the more practical appli-
cations of the Government Model. “Ken
taught me the history behind the gun, how
to troubleshoot a 1911, things to look out
for, al the stuff to watch for that Ken has
seen in all the untold thousands of rounds
that he's shot, and seen shot. He's helped
me immeasurably.”

A willingness to credit othersis vintage
Vickers. The man is the furthest thing
from a prima donna you can imagine. He
is talented, but more than that he works
hard and putsin thetimeit takesto build a
good gun. Says Vickers on his work ethic:
“The best approach is usualy the slowest
approach. It takes awhile to fit a barrel or
fit adide. It's not the way to make alot of
money. It's a labor of love. | try to build
every gun as if | was going to keep it. |
always do the Miller hard-fit on every
gun. It's like anything else— you get out of
it what you put into it.”

The Model T Approach

You can order a full-house Vickers
gun anyway you want it, but Vickers' sig-
nature guns are black milspec Parkerized.
He offers two-tone finishes, but not on
one of his signature guns. Vickers does
not build exotic compensated raceguns or
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whittled-away Steel Challenge guns. He ~ Pistal Division
does not build Bianchi Barricade shrouds 800-331-5718
or Mover scope mounts. He builds o brilay.com

serious 1911s for serious individuals. B
What that meansisthis:

Base gun: A single-stack, five-inch,
45 ACP, preferably a Springfield Armory
MilSpec. Series 70 Colts, Caspians and
Kimbers are acceptable.

Barrel: Preferably Bar-Sto. “Bar-Sto’'s
shoot a wide variety of ammo better than
anybody else’s barrel out there. There
may be barrels that shoot lead better or a
barrel that shoots jacketed better, but

nothing shoots everything better than a “Fantorm”™

Bar-StO," Vickers said. ﬂr.'m 3& Super
Safeties: Tactically shaped ambi o A y TR

thumb safeties from Wilson or Brown; T - 40 S&W /45 ACP

“hump back” beavertail from the same F " i

two manufacturers. Our test gun utilized : o %+  also available

Wilson Combat for both. - i . with Comp &
Trigger: Videcki adjustable combat F ’ Night Sights

trigger, poundage tuned for acrisp 4 Ibs.

Sorings: Wolffe 18.5 Ib. recoil, 19 Ib.
main and heavy-duty firing pin.

Mag funnel: Heinie or S&A steel
mag funnel blended by hand to a
beveled mag well.

Hammer: Wilson or McCormick EDM ; 1
hammers and sears. :

Sghts: Heinie or Novak front and rear 23 ox. ; 1911 Design Pistol.

with custom regulated tritium inserts. Bo- Lighweight Wide Body Frame

MarMC;gVyé::gge?dé‘#gv?lﬁlt&:C%g;equeg- Match grade Trigger & Barrel
STV il 0w ered & Flared Ejection Port i

Texas Armament Co. (915-646-5827). Fitted & Tuned for Maxivm Performance

Recoil Guide Rod: None, and don’t ask
for one. “For alife and death gun, | do not
recommend full-length recoil spring
guides. They really don’t add anything
and they can prevent you from charging
the weapon or clearing the weapon. When
John Moses Browning designed the gun,
you could press the muzzle on a table or %
against the wall to retract the slide far
enough to chamber a round. You can’'t do - Pﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂﬁ"r"’ }- ﬁﬁ"ﬂ'r}
that on a gun with a recoil spring guide : [,mﬂ r_J}_{_uh
rod,” Vickers explained.

Handcut Checkering

The degree of handwork in a Vickers
gun is astonishing. The man polishes the
heads of the sear pin and hammer pin! He
takes emery paper and handpolishes the
tooling marks out of the firing pin stop!
He bevels the bottom of the slide rails!
You could shave in his handblended mag
funnel, if it were hardchromed.

The front strap is checkered at 20 Ipi,
by hand. “At this point in the game, I'll
put my handcut metal checkering up

agains[ anybody's_ | doit completely, 100 | Polkreskd, cstiom knifemraker exdraordinaice, and Bob A &0 Eiwlnless Blasle, POM. Sanlss
percent by hand. | lay it out by hand, | Kasper, designer, writer and instructer, crated ther  Beal I

checker it by hand, | finish it by hand. A custom Comyaanioe. CRETS mooel offers il the odgi- 2t Clisy Serdwers, Parsssed snd Chaln
lot of people start the vertical lines on a na's simplicity and strengts. complete with bee mokded Voo abbutins plws oo kinify, uinh 49099

machine and finish it out by hand, but my Dytai*shiaths, offering 3 wide vasiety of cirmy positions. The COLUMBIA
metal checkering is entirely done by AL 64 full tang stainkess bladk i ground for streng, with g‘% el

hand,” Vickers said. The lines were o Ti
indeed precisely cut, perfectly aligned, T

not too sharp, not too dull.
Vickers only offers handcut checkering
on his full-house guns because he cannot

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 91

W : I-. [
Y L

Fi
eiiges. Molded POR scales have a teduned, non-sp surface, ;;F{?;;g‘;gﬁ’;ﬂﬁ?nm%

It's khe foced blade system with maximum fledbiiy. E-mruil infoliori oo Weby, wwsrcrid com




CharlesIDaly

The Shooting Sports Specialist™

0 TOuUGH TO BEAT
AT ANY PRICE

AT CHARLES DALY WE
MARRY OUR TRADITION
OF QUALITY AND PERFOR-
MANCE TOGETHER WITH
STATE-OF-THE-ART TECH-
NOLOGY TO REDEFINE THE

CLASSIC 1911-A1.

www.charlesdaly.com
866-DalyGun

Custom Crafted Shotguns,
Rifles and Handguns

—————————————————,

[ mTm | Now you can ...

R ——
Sportsman’
LiJitarge

Carmies up to four hs
plus plenty of mﬂm
rest of your gean |

Features [
“Two Position Lift-Out Trag@t o © o "
-Light waight High Impact iy * o
Construchion 1 [ -
-Large Accessory Comp
miant

‘Pad Lockabli

-

: Urltirlg.
: nrgm_s_gﬁqu-
- # - ..

Grea

... carry it all in‘'onecase
wersh mitmcase-gard.com
_ MITM oided Produces Company « PO Biax 1117« Cuepd. SUAE-T+ Deyion O 45413 - G37-B30-T461- (Fax) S07-860- 1747

afford to damage his elbow by the time-
consuming and tendonitis-causing proce-
dure on anything but his top-end guns.

On all except his best-quality gun,
Vickers offers machinecut checkering
from Pete Single, a skilled machinist.
“Pete Single does the finest machinecut
checkering in the industry, bar none,”
Vickers proclaimed. “He does my
machinecut checkering. That guy’s stuff
is, without question, the best. | could do
my own, but the best | could hopeto dois
to be as good as Pete.”

Once again, Vickers is quick to give
credit where credit it due. Most other pis-
tolsmiths dare not even admit they send
some work out to vendors, let aone give
them credit.

“l don’t hide anything. There are no
secrets. | will show anybody anything, as
long as they’re a serious 1911 student. |
got that from Ken Hackathorn,” Vickers
said. “One time a famous pistolsmith
from my home state refused to tell me
how to do a trigger job. This guy aways
wanted to act like half the stuff he was
doing was secret. That's bullshit. | just
don’t believe in that. In terms of gun-
smithing the 1911, there’'s no secrets in
this business. There's been stuff done for
decades before any of the current crop of
pistolsmiths ever put afileto metal.

“In the special forces community
where | work, you are expected to pass on
experience and knowledge to your subor-
dinates. You have a sacred duty to pass on
to others— that’s just the way the military
works,” Vickers said. “I’ll show anybody
anything— within reason.”

The rear of the dide is hand-serrated
at 50 Ipi with the head of the extractor
also serrated to match. Thisis not easy. If
you look at most other custom 1911s, the
rear of the dlide is serrated, but not the
extractor head. The reason is that it is
very tricky to get the lines to match since
the extractor has a tendency to rotate
dightly in its channel. Vickers' treatment
isasclean asit comes.

Carry Bevel Job

The carry bevel package is subtle,
radiused by hand using emery sticks. The
sharp edges are gently broken, not belt-
sanded into oblivion. The result is a
clean-line Government Model that
doesn’'t cut your hand- the whole idea
behind dehorning.

“l do it by hand with a file then go
over it with an emery stick. | don’t put it
on a buffing wheel. Hell, | don't even
own a buffing wheel,” Vickers said.

There is more to the dehorning than
meets the eye. “The front and rear of the
slide are no-brainers, but not many
people take the trouble to bevel the
bottom edges of the slide,” Vickers
pointed out. Indeed, the outside edge of
the slide was gracefully radiused.

Vickers fit of the S& A mag funnd is
similarly tasteful. The frame comes
beveled by the factory, but Vickers files the
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funnel to match. The cast-in checkering is
recut by hand. Lastly, Vickers applies a
nice bevel on the sides of the S&A. “I got
that idea from Paul Liebenberg,” Vickers
quickly acknowledged. “If you want to do
it right, you make sure it's functiona— then
you giveit atouch of class.”

All tooling marks are removed by
hand polishing. When we say al tooling
marks, we mean all tooling marks. He
polishes the mainspring housing pin! He
polishes the grips screws! He even pol-
ishes the breech face!

Vickers does not own a surface grinder;
amost al his work is done by hand with
files and emery paper. “When people find
out the amount of work | put into these
guns, it adds to the desirability of the guns.
There's alot of time in the guns. | never
do anything because it's the easiest, | do it
becauseit'sright,” Vickers said.

As noted previously, Vickers only
builds about 15 guns a year, including
both full-house and less expensive carry
packages. That is an indication of the
amount of time he devotes to each gun. “I
build every gun asif | were going to take
it to work. That's just the way | am,”
Vickers confided.

Browning’s Mistakes

At the risk of invoking a bolt of light-
ning, Vickers feels there are two design
flaws in the 1911 that need correcting by
a manufacturer; the defects are beyond
the ability of a pistolsmith to fix.

The problems are the extractor and the
plunger tube. The extractor should be an
external style, Vickers asserts, like on a
SIG. The plunger tube should be
replacable, Vickers says, but it should be
retained in a better way than with that
“two-legs-and-peening nonsense.”

“The way the plunger tube is held on
the gun is basically archaic. The plunger
tube was made to be held on by the grips,
but with the many different sorts of grips
on the market now, you can’'t count on
that. There are only two little legs that hold
it on there. If the plunger tube comes
loose, it can pop over your safety and keep
you from taking the safety off. That can
get you killed,” Vickers soberly stated.

He also doesn't particularly like the
way the ejector is press-fit into the
frame. Vickers stakes both the ejector
and the barrel link to assure they don’t
wiggle loose.

The extractor, though, is a sore spot
for the veteran operator. “The extractor is
the key to the gun. The more you know
about a 1911, the more you realize that
the extractor determines everything in
that gun. The extractor is more of a func-
tioning issue and the plunger tube is more
of asafety issue,” Vickers said.

“The spring steel that John Browning
originally spec’d for the extractor was
some pretty darn good spring steel, but
they have tried all sorts of steel in the
intervening years and there’'re a lot of
weak extractors out there.”
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The CQB (Close Quarters
Battle) Pistal is the choice of
tactical shooting professionals.
It includes our Tactical Combat
sighting system and numerous|
other outstanding features.
Starting at $1,650. it’s the pistol
for you!

Carbine

receiver, crisp 3.2# trigger pull,
muzzle brake and a fluted
Wilson Combat® match barrel
guaranteed to shoot 1 MOA.
Starting at $1599. it's not the
cheapest, just the best!

ghost ring sights, expanded
magazine capacity and fawless
handling. Starting at only $895.
it's a real Tactical
Response/Self-Defense bargain!

The KZ-45 Tactical Carry Pistol
features a polymer frame,
external extractor, tritium night
sights, light weight and 11rd
capacity. Starting at $995. it's|
aso the lowest priced Wilson
pistol ever offered!

The M-4T Tactica Carbineisquite
possible the ultimate CQB (Close
Quarters Baitle) wespon. Ided for

Lav  Enforcement Tactica
Response Entry Teams as well as
home defense...Starting a $1575.

The Border Patrol is a Work-
horse!l Selected and used by the|
U.S. Border Patrol with thou-
sands in daily service. The
Border Patrol features the|
proven pump action with a 14”
or 18" cylinder bore barrel.
Starting at $675.

Wilson Combat*/ScattergunTechnologies™ ¢ 2234 CR 719-148 « Berryville, AR 72616-4573
1-800-955-4856 - info@wilsoncombat.com * www.wilsoncombat.com

about -
RELOADING

www.ah.dillonprecision.com
FREE Cataling {£A28-14890), Call 800-752-3045

o & vy

lervin ol i

28870770

Wi

EMH-#.'!'_'-‘IEG

wansr

PrichurEsd O comieararion Of eTADE el Feliee
S I ) i Do, DDA BTy Ui ecnd-of
AN ] RO e YW Dl Trone
1. Enesdn e s Dl 19

Bl S Sl S Lrecioie deeci Boem irsaaniony
SNy WAt o wACRRE, DOl 0 el Sl Wy

L R e TR O
W Sehuanadin, PO fce 240, Enpen WA P04

1 Fpg

[nCmmis i By o]

93



Paddle or Belt Holster

Featiires 1DPA Apprimid
Paddle or Belt Hodber.
Be Holster svodabie in
straight drop ool

hrer Poiiios Poddie Hafiter Faadie

oty It Sedeght ety 1
ik Sareed of FRT ¢l

Bepilable fer all Clodk &
oo PR Frame Phiols.
Oroen Yous Frix
2001 Cararoc Tooa!

DBER Eoasth BEEn Strpa?  Ohdder onour mesbisbe’'
Tacoma, WA SELF wrearm bl scdla- bpc com
Fhone: FEESHANT Fax F5X5500FED

94

pifer Shiwrin
mrii Commander

''actical
| .aser
lluminator

Integrated Tactical
White Light Hluminator
And

7 INSIGHT
. | TECHNOLOGY
= INCORFORATED

IDPA
Combo

Special

Bath Items for anly

*69%
[inchudes LIPS
Ground Shippsng)

Single Mag Pouch

with Teh-Lok” only

bl g, 2
155 1.5 & 1505 vl b))

“l can’t count the number of 1911s,
especialy Colts, I’'ve seen with minimal
or no extractor tension out-of-the-box.
They need to be tuned. A gun that needs
that sort of work out-of-the-box is unac-
ceptable. That’'s like buying a car and
needing a tuneup before you can drive it.
It's just not acceptable. That design needs
to be changed.

“Name the last HK USP or S& W 4506
or SIG 220 those are the other .45s that
compete with the 1911- that wouldn’t
function reliably out-of-the-box because
it didn't have sufficient extractor tension.
You can't. They all work perfectly, except
the 1911,” Vickers fumed.

“A good external extractor needs to be
designed into the gun and a different
plunger tube needs to be designed. That's
something that needs to be addressed by
the manufacturer,” Vickers said.

The Real Deal

Larry Vickersis the rea deal, and his
guns are the real deal too. He is not the
least bit hesitant to call a spade a spade.
He will be thefirst to admit that a Vickers
gun is not for everyone. “Most of the
people who get custom .45s out there, the
detailing doesn’t matter. But for my clien-
tele, they’re not the kind of guys who are
going to be happy with a gussied-up
Kimber. If they take the time to search
me out, they expect a level of detail like
you get on a David Miller custom rifg,”

Sk

High Performance
Firearms Products

GLOCK PRODUCTS

Aluminum Glock Trigger
Reduces Length of Trigger
Pull 50 %

e Titanium Strikers
e Titanium Safety Plungers

e Stainless and Titanium
captured and non-captured
Guide Rods

CATALOG

4445 Gommerce Dr. W1
Buford, GA 30518
800-804-5399
770-831-2552
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Vickers said matter of factly. “I’m not
interested in building 200 guns a year. |
want to build maybe 20 guns a year.”

If we have done our job right and con-
veyed the pride of workmanship and level
of quality in a Vickers gun, then you will
not be shocked to discover that a full-
house custom 1911 from Larry Vickers
costs $3,880, exactly as described here,
on a customer-supplied base gun.
Including a Springfield Armory MilSpec,
you have been looking at the first five-
inch custom 1911 to top the $4,000 mark.

Frankly, we think the price is too low.
Consider the rarity of a Vickers gun—
handmade by an 18-year-veteran of not
just Special Forces, but the most elite
group in the entire spec ops community. A
gun with modifi cations born from combat
experience and proven in battle. A gun
with only 15 to 20 individual, handmade
versions available a year. A gun with
countless hours of careful handpolishing.
A gun that will never, ever jam and will
serve the owner with incredible pride.

Vickers could charge $10,000 and he
would have no shortage of customers.

Ken Hackathorn said it best:
“Vickers pays attention to details that a

lot of other people don’t 1

even know exist.”

Larry Vickers can be reached at P.O. Box
25551, Fayetteville, NC 28314; phone:
(910) 867-4047.
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PALADIN PRESS

Looking for practical information and real
solutions for today’s world? PALADIN PRESS
publishes books and
videotapes on subjects
. such as: firearms,
. combat shooting,
.= sniping, military
and police tactics,
personal/financial
freedom, survival,
and other subjects on
the outer fringes of the
SRR First Amendment not
found in mall bookstores. FREE CATALOG.
hitp://www.paladin-press.com
1-800-392-2400. Response code: 1GAT
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ARMY OF ONE

Continued from page 52

also aspired to SF; only two of them,
Vickers and one other, made it through.

Now wearing a green beret, the badge
of honor of Army Specia Forces, Vickers
was a Light Weapons Specialist. Of the
Light Weapons class, Vickers said, “ That
course was kind of underwhelming. You
learned how to disassemble all sorts of
arms, but you didn’t learn how to fix
them if they broke. It was all book
knowledge,” Vickers recaled, his esteem
for knowledge-through-experience
coming through.

After serving four years, he quit the
army and enrolled in a community col-
lege, earned a degree as a mechanical
engineer and continued soldiering as an
SF reservist. After graduating, the call of
the wild returned and Vickers decided he
would rather break things and blow them
up than build them. He went active,
rejoining the Specia Forces.

This time, however, his assignment
was outside our purview. Vickers will
only say this about the job for which he
was reactivated, a job he still currently
holds: “I chose to pursue other avenuesin
the Special Forces community.”

With boyish good looks and a ready
smile, Vickers does not come across as a
dagger-in-the-teeth killer. Yet he has
operational experience in Panama and
Desert Storm “and some other places |
can’'t talk about.”

Vickers is a shooter. He taught marks-
manship in his unit as a firearms
instructor and he competes regularly in
IDPA. He competed in two USPSA Lim-
ited Nationals, '93 and ' 94, finishing 10th
and ninth respectively. More recently, he
won the “custom defensive pistol” divi-
sion at the 2001 IDPA Mid-Winter
Nationals at Smith & Wesson. We asked
Vickers how relevant match shooting isto
the real world:

“Putting a guy under the gun— making
him shoot against the clock, with people
watching, having to perform under pres-
sure— that’s a good thing. The only nega-
tive is you can pick up alot of incredibly
bad habits. IDPA is alot better than IPSC
in this regard, although IDPA has its
problemstoo,” Vickers said.

Referring to 1PSC, Vickers said the
two worst habits the sport ingrains are
reloading away from cover and shooting
totally unrealistic guns. “The triggers
are way too light and everyone uses a
compensator. The guns are the exact
opposite of what you'd really want,”
Vickers said.

“A real guy showing up with a real
gun in real gear doesn’'t stand a chance
against the guys with the fancy guns.
They either go home or they start falling
into that USPSA swamp- they get
sucked down, doing stuff that would get
them killed.

“IDPA is much better. They force you
to use cover and do it from concealment.
But they have their drawbacks. There's
no requirement on trigger pulls— you can
use a pound and a half trigger and that’'s
not realistic. Also, they use wimp ammo,
165 power factor in .45 ACP”

Vickers worships at the altar of accu-
racy. “I’ve always been an accuracy man.
| understood sight alignment and trigger
control from day one. Whenever |
pressed the trigger, | expected something
to happen,” Vickers said, emphasizing the
two fundamental s of markmanship.

Vickers is due to retire in slightly
over two years. “Twenty years and 20
seconds,” he jokes, referring to how
long he will have spent in the army. We
expect he'll find no shortage of offers
within the firearms industry for his
experience, knowledge and skill. In the
meantime, he remains the only full-
time, active Special Forces operator
building custom 1911s- real guns for
rea guys. Larry Vickersis q
an army of one.
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TACTICAL REALITY

Lowns Awenhuck

Louis Aweerbuck 15 ana of Amanca’s
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STA TSy W ,
. THE VICKERS/WILSON WORLD WAR I

!
MEMORIAL BENEEIT GUN

arry Vickers, in cooperation with Wilson

Combat, is offering a full-house custom 1911

for sale under a sealed-bid auction, with all of

the proceeds going to benefit the World War |1
Memorial and the D-Day Memorial. Vickersbuiltthe &
pistol, based on a pre-Series 70 Colt, to honor the ser- -

vicemen who fought in World War I1. Wilson Combat
supplied the custom parts.
The Vickers-tuned 1911 features 20 Ipi checkering
on the frontstrap, complete dehorning, hand-lapped
dlide-to-frame fit, Wilson beavertail and ambi safeties,
Wilson tactical sights and Armor-Tuff finish. Needless .‘b
e~

~ to say, this specia one-of-a-kind pistol features all of
the meticulous detailing and handwork that is charac-
teristic of Vickers best work. The customized Colt
comes in awalnut presentation case and with a repro-
duction holster from International Military Antiques.

The minimum bid is $5,000, and the deadline for il
submissions is Sept. 2, V-J Day. The buyer must pro- ;
vide an FFL for transferring the pistol and must meet
all state and federa laws for owning a handgun. Thisis
a great opportunity to own a unique Vickers custom
45— without waiting on his lengthy client list. Bids
should be submitted to:

custom 1911 built by Larry Vickers,

'llll!_ll all t!l proceeds going to Larry Vickers
World War Il memorials. By AH Staff ' Faygi%/ﬁg,( NG 28314
) Preferred by
Emerson Knives EM Ensn “ Professionals!
arp truly out of L Same Day
this world ... Wi = Installation!
e . . - #318  Glock SRWPRO"
I“St aSK a!}“ e . St::ighl .;\;ht Sights ....$149.95
Astronait o i : #335  Sig SRWPRO"

Straight Eight Sights ....$151.95
#355 Kimber S2\\PRO"
pproved Straight Eight Sights ....$166.95

Subject to inventory on hand. Includes tht installation,

return shipping and insurance. RETURNED NEXT PAY AIR!

Heinie

Specialty Products

the choice of professionals

The #1 Hard Ilse Knives in the Worlﬂ 301 Oak Street » Quincy, IL 62301

(310) 542-3050 www.emersonknives.com

B ! Toll Free: 1-877-SIGHTS1
Contact your Local Outdoor Outfitter Made in the USA

1-877-744-4871
-] www.heinie.com s
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CUSLUL
CORNER

Custom Corner features paid listings by the
identified pistolsmiths. Many are members of
the American Pistolsmiths Guild and the
American Handgunner Club 100.
Advertising information is available from:
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER, Adv. Dept.
591, Camino de la Reina, Ste. 200, San
Diego, CA 92108; (619) 297-7606.

/~ Custom Gunsmithing ™\
in .22 Target Pistols

Gunsmith to:
- Doug Koenig
Mickey Fowler
Ken Tapp
Frank Glenn

16402 N. 56th Place

Scottsdale, AZ 85254
60204827333

\Illll

CUSTOM
GUNWORKS

...Specializing in Smith & Wesson revolvers
and Colt pistols.

“This perfect gun gives the shooter the edge that
maximizes 0fporruniffes for a high score. That's why
it's essential for a top shooter to use the type of qualify
gunsmithing that Alan Tanaka at AT Cusfom Gunworks
provides.”

...John Pride after shooting a perfect 1500 PP.C.
match score.

Send for FREE Brochure

17924 South Hobart Blvd.
Gardena, CA 90248

(310) 327-2721 (310) 327-4641 (fax)

www. bur nscust om com
425-391- 3202

D&L
SPORTS
CUSTOM

FIREARMS

INC.

Guns designed for President Bush and V.P. Cheney

Small Arms and Training Academy

P.0. Box 651

1911s

AR-15s

Hi Powers MR-30PGS
Ruger Gillette, WY 82717-0561 Os&w
ptics

Accessories  pp. (307) 686-4008
LLRC.  Fax: (307) 686-5093

Aug 24-26 .
2001 E-mail: disports@vcn.com

www.dlsports.com
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GARY REEDER
CustoMm Guns

“Building full
custom guns ~
for over 20 years.”

Over 40 serigs of
custom guns.

2710 N. Steves Blvd. #22
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
520-526-3313

www.reedercustomguns.com
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Dedicated to the metallic
art of the spiral tube.

TEN-RING PRECISION, INC.

Fine custom revolvers and semiautomatic handguns.

0).494

" 4.3000
1449 Blue Crest Lane, San Antonio, TX 78232

tenring.comeemail:tenring@texas.net

OOoooOoOooOoOooOoooOod

a~ GARY REEDER

“Building full custom s =%
guns for over 20
years.” Over 40 series
of custom guns.

2710 N. Steves Blvd. #22
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
520-526-3313

www.reedercustomguns.com
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
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FULL
CUSTOM
WORK

RUGER 22’s
SROKEN GUN RANCH

10739 126 RD.
SPEARVILLE, KS 67876
PH. (316) 385-2587 FAX. (316) 385-2597

FIRST QUALITY RELIABLE

THIE HANDGUNS FOR
T . » 1 DEFENSE & SPORT
_H.: !__' ! _n'

Specialists in
| Browning
Hi-Powers,
1911’, and
other fine

3030 Center St. West, Chino Valley, AZ 86323
Visit our website: www.theactionworks.com
email: dwilliams@theactionworks.com
Voice: (520) 636-1691 ¢ Fax: (520) 636-1497

Innovative Design
With Old World
Craftsmanship

CAC

CUSTOM

www.customarms.com
215-757-8710

ALPHA PRECISION

1996
Pistolsmith
of the Year

American
Handgunner
CLUB 100

e (ustom 1911’s - Cowhoy Action
* Advanced revolver accurizing
Revolver action jobs - Metal checkering
¢ [ustom Ruger Blatkhowk Cylinders
* Fine welding

20-page brochure $4.00 refundable

Jim Stroh
3238 Della Sluton Rd.
Comer, GA. 30629 (706)-783-2131
www.nl(ghnprztisinnint.mm
e-mail: jim@ulphaprecisioninc.com
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COMMANDER GILMORE

£ THIS IS Ap3 = Another Victim Of Our
WEICRRUL e Educational System

w ant more evidence that reading skills are suffering in

America? Take the case of Dennis Sullivan, who ran up
to adelivery van outside a Bowl Americain Manassas,
Va., whupped a sawed-off shotgun up from inside his shirt, and
demanded of the driver, “Giveit up!”
The driver, totally baffled, could only reply, “What?” When
the driver just sat and stared, Dennis got impatient, reached in,
grabbed a big canvas sack and ran away.

By Nick Petrosino

ITWAS PROBABLY ONE OF
THOSE “COP-KILLER” TONGUES

olicein Pinellas Park, Fla., are till trying to figure out if
the suspect was using a“deadly weapon” or a“friendly
weapon,” but they’ve officially logged the crime as an
armed robbery, anyway. Officers said they were called
to the scene at an adults-only sort of shop where the cashier
reported he was robbed by a guy who threatened him with an
oversized, garishly colored, battery-operated vibrating tongue.
Apparently lacking the customary “large black pistol,” the
suspect pretended to make small talk at the counter, then sud-
denly reached out, grabbed the vibrating tongue, threw the

By Nick Petrosino

switch to on, and “waved the tongue menacingly,” forcing the The victim still couldn’t figure out why anybody would rob

cashier to empty thetill. - him of the contents of his bags, but figured he ought to call the
The cops didn’t say exactly what the victim was threat- police anyway. The cops arrived just about the time that two

ened with-a power-licking, or maybe asevere tongue- blocks away, Dennis was discovering that his “take’ consisted of

lashing— but it was enough to scare him, we guess. Maybe it )

was one of them high capacity assault tongues. Continued on page 101
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Continued from page 99

large numbers of towels and mopheads.
About one-half a shake later, severa offi-
cers were pointing pistols at Sullivan, and
instructing him to drop the shotgun.

According to police, Sullivan initialy
leaned toward shooting it out, but his
tricky little inside-the-shirt carrying
arrangement resulted in his shotgun get-
ting caught in his sleeve, so poor Dennis
couldn’t raise his piece to the horizontal,
nor could he drop it. At that point, al he
could do is beg the cops for alittle
patience and understanding.

Now for the best part: Why did Sul-
livan hold up the cleaning supplies guy?
Well, the van was the same size and color
as the local bank cash pickup service
truck. Yeah, the lettering was different,
but who reads? Not Dennis.

DON'T TRY THIS
AT THE STEEL
CHALLENGE, GUYS

iny little landlocked Bhutan

doesn’t have much that West-

erners would call resources, but

they are a nation of passionately
devoted marksmen— which probably
explains why they haven't been stomped
by their neighbors, India and China.

Sure, Bhutanians have rifles, but
their favored weapon, toy and pastime
of choice is the cheap, silent, deadly
bow-and-arrow. Every village has an
archery range, and it is the first skill
taught to children.

Bhutan has only sent competitors to
five Olympic games and they’ve all been
archers. They haven't won any medals,
but they know why.

First, they say, they don't like and
can't afford all that fancy-schmancy,
high-tech archery gear used in the
Olympics. Their bows and arrows haven't
changed much in about 3,000 years.

Second, and the biggest problem, is
that their top archers aren’t interested in
going to the Olympics. Too boring, they
say. Too sedate, they say. We'd rather
stay home for a traditional Bhutanese
archery match, they say.

“It's played quite differently,” saysthe
Bhutanian Olympic archery team man-
ager, Karma Dorji. “And after you hit the
target, there is a lot of dancing, a lot of
drinking, a lot of celebrations.” That's
every time you hit the target, guys.

Of course, as the archery festivals go
on, fewer and fewer targets are hit, but
by that time the drinking and dancing has
pretty much gone non-stop anyway. And
yeah, it starts getting a little dangerous.
Casualties are considered part ﬂ
of the festivities.
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BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!

The Low-Light
Advantage.”

Meprolight is the world leader in quality
self-illuminating sights. Fixed and adjustable
night sights fior most plstals and revolvers
as well as rifles andd shotguns, ane available
in several color combinations. Retlex sighis
with 24-hoar illumination without batteries
st a new level of performance for rifles and
bows. The new 2-Dot™ reversible sight pins
for archery hunters guarantes a chear,
precise aiming point when conventional
sights disapgsear.

Meprolight products ane easy to install,
and are available at over 1,500 Kimbser
Master Dealer locations in America.
Meprolight is the right sight in any light.™

Fixed and adstabile night
sight pstens for most
popuar handgurd

Rifiax pihts with 24-four
AP Do iAo
Daitenies for guns and Dows,

T AT LS il
ariakog dnvers walohes
ir & iy of shdes,

HERITAGE
BUILDING SYSTEMS..
Established 1979

80’ X 125’ X 16’ eueeeereeeeeeeraennne $25,951
Ka gh Home $27,745

C

vial all steel buildings and ¢ parts from Americas largest dis-

tributor since 1979. Any size is available featuring easy bolt up rigid frame
design for industry, office, mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel homes. Call us
today for a free information package and quote on the best buildings made.

800-663-5555

heritagebuildings.com

CALL FOR A PARTICIPATING DEALER NEAREST YOU!
1-800-222-1055
Or Check us out at www.cannonsafe.com

v U.L Listed Security

v Certified Fire Protection

v Lifetime In-Home Warranty

v/ 1" Composite Door

v Internal Hinge

v Interior Options That Suit
Your Needs

v' 5 High Gloss Color Options

v Drill Resistant Triple Hard
Plate

v' High Security Type 1
Electronic Lock

Free Brochure!
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Classified ads $1.00 perword per insertion. (5.80 per-word per insertion for 3 or more) including name, address and phone number (20 word
minimum). Minimum charge $20.00. Bold words add $.65 per word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN
ADVANCE. NO AGENCY OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All ads must be
received with advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE Tst of each month. Ads received after closing will appear in the following issue. Please
type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, address, post office, city, state and zip
code as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUNNER CLASSIFIEDS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite
200, San Diego, California 92108. NOTE: WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS IN BOTH GUNS MAGAZINE AND
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER. ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD, Or call (619) 297-6655.

ACCESSORIES

Mermickls Custom Holstors
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IVORY-LIKE
& STAG-LIKE

CLASSIC <=

“CLASSIC” lvory like grips are made of a
polyurethane that is perfect for reproducing
rare and beautiful grips from the days of the
old West. Many styles for Ruger, Colt,
Uberti, S&W & others. Screws included.
Deder discounts. Will not chip or shrink.
Guaranteed to your satisfaction.

Send $2.00 for 8 page
list of over 400
reproduction U.S. and
foreign grips &
buttplates. New Ivory-
like & Stag-like grips.
Order online at
www.gungrip.com and
pay Paypal or send a
check or money order.

— - —
“CLASSIC" Ruger Vaquero
American Eaglein Ivory or

Black. $30 plus $3 P&H 252-237-2440

N.C. ORDNANCE
P.O. Box 3254 « Wilson, NC 27895
WWww.gungrip.com

THE TEXAS RANGER

BH230
100% Double Rig
Satisfaction $379.95
Guarantee

Single Rig
$269.95

Send
Fully $3.00
Smooth for color
Leatherlined brochure

Black Hills Leather
410 W. Aurora
Laredo, TX. 78041
Toll Free # 1-877-712-9434
Web site: www.blackhillsleather.com

LEATHER JACKETS! FREE BROCHURE. BOX 1222AH,
ANDREWS, TEXAS 79714. (915) 523-4389.

CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS
& VIDEOS. Two Great Websites:
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

INSURANCE: FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR’S
ASSOCIATION Time to join your association and
save on insurance! Our association offers you a
comprehensive insurance program with a
$1,000,000 liability coverage. It provides bodily
injury and property damage coverage for under
$400 a year. Call toll free at 1-888-696-1301 to
request an application or contact: Firearms
Instructor’s Association, C/O Frank Sesser, 8217
NW Grand Avenue/Box 29, Peoria, AZ 85345.

AMMUNITION

AMMO DEPOT

The World's Largest Selection of Ammunition

7325 Ingham Ln. Dept. AH
Godfrey, IL 60235-2281
Send $2.00 For 64 Page Catalog
618-466-2666 e www.ammodepot.com

Awesome Selection Of
Reloading Equipment & Supplies!
Reloaders Starting At $13.50
Complete Kits For Around $100.00

Great Selection - Great Prices
Anyone Can Reload
All You Need Is 3 Feet of Space

www.swage.com

Al-gipal hand-buil roller-BEarng Swagal
reload press onfy 326950, Frm modets
of Corbin presses avalable!

Fh, 541-826-5211 Fax 541-826-8665

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

TEXAS GUNSLINGER

{‘l'r.'.;r."u' fv {fun Laeather
The “Gunslinger™ Rig
Ihark, rirk, walfael browrs
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Eaidi Cowimis
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ST AR B AT MR [ (M R, |
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BOOKS

FREE CATALOG of politically incorrect books.
Send $1.00 for postage. Bohica Concepts, POB
546, Dept. AH, Randle, Washington 98377.

www.gunbooksales.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or
existing small business. Grants/loans to
$2,200,000.00.(www.usgovernmentinformation.com).
Free recorded message: (707)448-0270. (JR3).

Honorary Ph.D. $15 Send to Aspen
University/Darwin University, 4203 Admiralty Lane,
Dept. FMG, Foster City, CA 94404. Other degrees
available.

HARD CHROMING

We Only Do Firearms e Specialists in Hard Chroming

Blue, Nickel, Parkerizing, Anodizing

c www.checkmatecustom.com

HECKMATE.

Custom Gun Refinishing
370 Champion Dr. * Brooksville, FL 34602

(352) 799-5774

WIN A FREE VEST
www.concealedcarry.com
The Right to Wear Arms

102

GUN PLATING & ANODIZING

Hard Chrome (Bright or Satin), Electroless Nickel, Park-
erizing, Teflon, Black Hard Anodizing, Bluing (stainless).
We Specialize in firearms. References Available.

FREE SERVICE BROCHURE 1-800-375-2846

TechPlate, Inc.
1571-H S. Sunkist St., Anaheim, CA 92806

714) 634-9254 RUNTACHINEICKAUN FAX: (714) 634-9382

COLLECTORS
EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS CHEMICALS!!! POTASSIUM PER-
CHLORATE, POTASSIUM CHLORATE,
NITRATES, COLOR PRODUCERS, ALUMINUM,
MAGNESIUM & TITANIUM POWDERS, WATER-
PROOF FUSE, PAPER TUBING, HUNDREDS OF
CHEMICAL ITEMS, “LAB GLASSWARE”, ACIDS &
SUPPLIES MAKE ROCKETS, NOISE MAKERS,
SMOKE BOMBS - Etc. ROCKET ENGINE KITS! -
PYROTECHNICS BOOKS & VIDEOS, “GREAT
PRICES” BULK DISCOUNTS - “HUGE CATALOG”
$3.00 PYROTEK, P.O. BOX 300, SWEET VALLEY,
PA 18656 (570) 256-3087. WWW.PYROTEK.ORG
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FOR SALE

Cars from $500! Police impounds and reposses-
sions. For listings: 800-319-3323 ext. C588.

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES NATIONWIDE. Every
brand. Shipped to your door from Native Indian Ter-

ritory. Pay no state or federal taxes. 888-339-1816.
FOD: 281-398-5611 #100. usaSMOKES.com

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE
PRIVATE COLLECTION. FOR LIST (FREE).

PHONE 706-376-3082. FAX 760-376-1252. JAKE,
BOX 234, KERNVILLE, CA 93238.

GUNSMITHING
INSTRUCTION

r————------1
¥= BeA |
) Gun Repair,
Professional
100% Guaranteed!

I
|
I I
| Fast and Easy |
1 At Home Video Instruction I
I I

Learn to repair and customize
Pistols, Revolvers, Rifles and Shotguns.

For Free Information Call!

1800-797-0867 1
www.americangunsmith.com |
American Gunsmithing Institute

e 3 DETECTIVE

Explore b seeet wira! Fancisating
i Career EXpedience & néw
sdventure every diy

Dryrcsiic home Fudy oo
Coplorma, B "ﬂ' Ttale agproved
FHEE LFRTECTIVE LARAEER IFMFLE
~TR2-P00T pupr. 201
whenw detectivetraining.com

Be a PIRIWATE EYE
Yoo WOLL learn, ad home, Secreds
F from & World F

A0S .F.J.l
I— Best Course - Lowest Cost!
r

et col: $88-337-88391

GLOBAL INVESTIGATION, Suite 4
AF1S N forms k4, Northampren, WA 01047,
Gunsmithing School, Troy, N.C. offering asso-
ciate degree. NRA short-term Gunsmithing and

Knife making seminars. Ask about Taxidermy pro-
gram. (800) 839-6222. www.montgomery.cc.nc.us

KNIVES & SWORDS
LEATHERCRAFT

v

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

Indoor Targets - Silhouette, Varmints, Small
Game, Sighting, Bullseye - Scaled 50 ft ($5.95 per
20 plus $1.00 S/H) Specify set. Check or MO to:
Neil Terrell, at PO Box 66370 Dept AH, Chicago,
IL 60666-0370.

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of Police and Investi-
gation Equipment $2., IPEC Department H300,
P.O. Box 7240, Moreno, California 92552.

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! Bumper stickers,
books, jewelry, ritual items, incense, oils. Azure-
Green, PO Box 48-AME, Middlefield, MA 01243.
413-623-2155. www.azuregreen.com

CONCEALED WEAPONS License Identification
Badge. Finest quality, made to order with your
License Number. Catalog Free. Seven Seas, 824
Symphony lIsles Blvd., Dept. 45, Apollo Beach,
Florida 33572. Phone 813-645-2621, Fax 813-
641-1721. badge0@seven-seas-shields.com;
http://www.seven-seas-shields.com

OPTICS

NIGHT VISION - High quality night vision at the
best prices. Night Vision Goggles, Monoculars,
Night Vision Weapon Sights. Camera Adaptable
Night Vision. Gen 1, 2, & 3. We carry Excalibur,
NVEC, ITT, Litton and our own exclusive line.
CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 1-800-500-
4020. Visit us on the web at www.vtoptics.com.
Visual Technologies, PO Box 86079, San Diego,
CA 92138. 858-274-2717; fax 858-274-1723.

POLICE EQUIPMENT

REAL ESTATE

SURVIVAL
VIDEOS

WANTED TO PURCHASE

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,

YOUR BEST SELLING TOOL.

Ask for our rate cards for both GUNS
AND AMERICAN HANDGUNNER
MAGAZINES. Listing rates for both
magazines are $1.00 (1X-rate)!!

a word including address and phone
number (if it is in your ad). Display
rates go from 1" to 3", 1-6 (HG)
and 1-12 (GN) times rates.
WRITE: Classified Advertising, 591
Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego,
CA 92108, Or call (619)297-8525
for more information.

ADVERTISE ONLINE!

The Firearms Marketing Group is pleased to
announce our NEW Web Site advertising program.
We are now offering adverisers the opportunity
to reach on-line sportsmen and gun enthusiasts
in three distinct categories:

=— GENERAL INTEREST FIREARMS
== HaNDGUNS
== FIREARMS BUSINESS

Contact Information:
FMG Advertising Representative
Hollis Grdina
Toll-free: 888-732-6461 o Fax: 619-297-5353

email: hollisgrdina@yahoo.com

DEADLY
FACTS OR
HOLLYWOOD
FICTION?

YOU DECIDE:

O AsDL Y
EFFECTS

MiErAnYN

DEADLY EFFECTS WOUND
BALLISTICS:

What bullets do fo the human body.
You'll see stopping power, knockdown
power, shiocking power and more

WARNING: This video comtaims graphic

foolage wfvch some may fnd
distasiafy. 105 min. $20.95

DEADLY FORCE, FIREARMS
SELF-DEFENSE AND THE LAW:
This nesw exciting video explores the
legal aspacts of the usa of deadly force,
It explains whal your righls are as a
private citizen. 100 men, $29.95

- .

[ &
] "I'Ifs.r Phease send ma Daadly Videos. Add 5500
1 Shipping & randing pe vidso, G4 residenis add

i 7% saies G Oeder outsioe U, add 505,00 par

i widan, for PRL sysiem add 510000 Fax lor anmad
quoies. Chacis and MO must be in L5, lonss
draam rom LS. heske. Rlake chacks payabls o

Pablizhers Development Cop HET-HWE3
i Deadly Effects $29.95
i Deedly Force  $29.95
¥ CheckD Enciossd §
1| VISAMEG Do
I
i Mo,
§ Exp. Crle et
¥ sfame
I
| Adress
: ity Shte____ Zp
I Mail to: POC Video Dept.

5431 Camino de 3 Reina #2040
San Diego CA 82108

'\ Phone 1-800-628-9818
' Fax 619-297-5353
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INSIDER

ADD IT UP

42

Handguns in the most recent
Steel Challenge that were
entered in IDPA classes,
out of a total of 164 guns
in the match, or 25 percent
of the total

44

Colt employees laid off in
the latest cutback, in March,
bringing the workforce
down to under 200

431

SW99 pistols issued to New
Jersey state troopers before
the agency rejected the newly
adopted guns for chronic
malfunctions that S&W
asserts are due to bad ammo

$2,100,000

Value of the New Jersey state
police contract, for 2,600
guns, that is jeopardized by
the SW99's rejection

32

States with “shall issue” CCW
laws now that Michigan has
passed CCW legislation

54,000

Observations of crimes that
forms the data for John Lott’s
remarkable book
“More Guns, Less Crime”
($10.80 from www.bn.com)

400,000

Gun locks recalled by the
National Shooting Sports
Foundation after a
much-ballyhooed “giveaway

104

Continued from page 106

A New NRA

ifting through the rubble of Al

Gore's politicd collapse, it

becomes increasingly apparent that

the NRA ddlivered the most telling
salvosin the last election. Postelection data
reved sthat 48 percent of al presidential
votersin 2000 came from gun-owning
households, up dramatically from 37 per-
cent in the 1996 presidentia election. Gun
owners are finally showing their strength in
national electionsand arevitalized NRA is
credited with turning them out.

Five key “toss up” states— Tennessee,
Arkansas, West Virginia, Missouri and
New Hampshire—went for Bush because
of the gun issue, according to political
analysts. Former President Clinton pub-
lically groused that the NRA cost Gore
the election.

Vice President Dick Cheney, inan
address to the American Conservative
Union, said, “ The president and | would
not be where we are today if not for the
support of friends acrossAmerica.” He
said those words while flanked on the
podium by NRA Executive Vice President
Wayne LaPierre, NRA President Charlton
Heston and three NRA board members.

The NRA has grown in power and
influence in the past few years, pri-
marily since it gjected ultra-zealot Neal
Knox from the board. Purging Knox and
his extremist cronies allowed the NRA
to soften its combative political stance.
The organization remained just as
staunchly opposed to gun control, but
without Knox spouting various acerbic
remarks, the NRA was able to step back
from such inflammatory statements as
calling the ATF “jack booted thugs.”
Such statements had alienated many
middle-of-the-roaders, including Presi-
dent Bush’'s father.

The turning point came three years
ago when Charlton Heston stepped for-
ward to lead the NRA away from the
sinkhole of vitriol into which Knox would
have mired the organization. As a result
of appearing more reasonable under
Heston's leadership, the NRA's ranks
swelled from 2.5 million members to over
4 million in under two years.

Heston campaigned tirelessly for Pres-
ident Bush during the most tightly fought
electionin U.S. history. Targeting three
key swing-states, the NRA consistently
drew crowds of over 8,000 cheering sup-
porters to hear Heston speak. Sometimes
the Heston rally out-drew a Gorerally
when the two appeared simultaneously.

Frustrated that the NRA was “mis-
leading” the public, the Gore campaign
called LaPierre and pleaded with him to
tell Heston that Gore does not want to

N
L OEGARITIR -é\
L 1iFi w
L R

take away b
peopl€e' s guns.

Heston did
exactly asinstructed, telling the crowd
that Gore had called to remind everyone
heis not against guns. The crowd
roared with laughter.

The 2000 presidential election was
aso significant for the NRA because it
marked the first national electionin
which the NRA finally dispensed with
any pretense of neutrality between the
Democrats and the Republicans. Previ-
ously, the NRA had backed candidates
from either party who had a strong pro-
gun record. Thistime the NRA opened its
coffers primarily to the Republican Party.

NRA spent $25 million during the fall
campaign, including $17 million through
ILA, and $1.5 million directly to the
Republican Party. Such largesse was not
missed by Republican organizers who
now regard the NRA as the single most
powerful vote-getter for the party.

In years past, the Christian Coalition
was considered the strongest get-out-the-
vote machine, but in 2000 voters from
the Christian-right amounted to a paltry
14 percent of Republican votes,
according to NRA board member Grover
Norquist. In previous elections, the
Christian-right produced 20 percent of all
Republican votesin 1994, then 17 per-
cent in 1996, dropping to 14 percent in
2000. Compare that to 48 percent of all
presidential votes coming from gun-
owning households.

“The NRA is the most powerful grass-
roots organization in America nowa-
days,” proclaims Rep. Bob Barr (R-Ga.).

Now a bona fide kingmaker, the NRA
findsitself in the peculiar position of a
powerful knight with no dragon to slay.
With a strong pro-gun Attorney-General
in office and a President indebted to the
organization for his razor-thin victory, the
NRA has no easy target. Thisis bad news
for NRA. It is essentia for the NRA's
relentless fund raising machine to have
an enemy. The organization generated
over $200 million in contributionsin
2000, mostly through fear-mongering.

Undeterred, LaPierre has mounted his
war steed and entered the fray against the
only anti-gun entity left with any wind in
its sails— the United Nations. Decrying a
global effort at disarmament and con-
juring visions of a New World Order, the
NRA istipping itslance for along
struggle against blue-helmeted foreigners
coming to take away your guns. The
NRA has found a new villain. Which it
will need if it isto keep its money drive
alivein aBush Administration.
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Chinese
Target Z
Stands

rom the land of

2 hillion people

comes a new

innovation in
target stands— self-
lubricating and self-
propelled, the new Chi-
nese Army Recruit
Stand can easily reposi-
tion itself from the 10 to the 25 yard line. No more
trudging back and forth to check group size, just call your
target to you!

Want a moving target? It's easy with the self-acti-
vating Recruit Stand. They come standard with walk, jog
and run modes. They can even bob and weave better than
an IPSC mover!

The only drawback to the new Chinese target holder is
an annoying tendency to malfunction catastrophically if an
errant bullet impacts any part of the stand. Aim carefully
now, they leak hydraulic fluid very quickly!

A tip of the editor’s cap to reader Vince Pinto, IPSC
Regional Director of Hong Kong, for sending us this
remar kable photo.

Shotguns News, we noticed there is a glut of

military surplus ammo on the market right now
at positively incredible prices. For example, J&G Sales
(520-445-9650) has 9mm ball from Sellier & Bellot for
$110 per 1,000 and Russian non-corrosive 9mm for $95
per 1,000. Tennessee Guns (865-577-1939) has South
African .223 in 300-round battlepacks for $40 each. The
best bargain is 765 rounds of World War Il .45 ACP ball
for $90 in a sealed tin from Clearview (800-225-5790).
Thanks to the McClure-Volkmer Act, you don’t need a spe-

cial license to mailorder ammo.

THE WORLD’S NEW

CRIME CAPITAL

ountriesthat disarmstheir citizens quickly learn that “dis-

armed populace” trandatesto criminals as“ helplessvic-

timsfound here.” Australiaand the United Kingdom have

the highest violent crimeratesin theworld, according to a
recent survey conducted by Leiden University in Holland.

The International Crime Victims Survey revealed that Aus-
tralialeads the world in violent crime with more than 30 percent
of its population victimized by criminals. England was second
with 26 percent of its citizens violated. Wales was included in
the English figure.

Contact crime— crimes in which the perpetrator makes phys-
ical contact with the victim—was highest in England and Wales
with 3.6 percent of the population having been “contacted.” In
America, where 32 out of 50 states allow their citizensto carry a
concealed weapon for protection, only 1.9 percent of the popula-
tion has been “ contacted;” in Japan the number is 0.4 percent.

Americadid not even make the “top 10" list of the survey,
which corresponds with other research showing that crime has
steadily fallen in the U.S. in the past 10 years. Depending on
which data one chooses, violent crime in the U.S. has declined
between four and 11 percent in the past three years.

Burglary ratesin England and Wales were also among the
highest recorded at 2.8 percent. Australia (3.9 percent) and
Denmark (3.1 per cent) had higher rates of “burglary with
entry” than England. In the U.S., the rate was 2.6 percent,
according to 1995 figures.

England's Daily Telegraph newspaper reported, “ After Aus-

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

traliaand England and Wales, the highest prevalence of crime was
in Holland (25 percent), Sweden (25 percent) and Canada (24 per-
cent). The United States, despite its high murder rate, was among
the middle ranking countries with a 21 percent victimization rate.”
Indeed, British newspapers have been running lurid headlines
about England’s staggering crime rates: “ Panic Over Gun Crime,”
“Police Move To Tackle Huge Rise In Gun Crime,” and “Handgun
Crime Soars’ have al appeared in recent newspapersin England.
Newcastle, in the north of England, may actually be the most
dangerous place in the industrialized world. Britain's Home
Office, more or less equivalent to our Justice Department, reports
that “incidents of violence against the person” which includes
aggravated assault, rape and murder, are the highest in Newcastle
with arate of 236.5 per 1,000 residents. We have to admit that we
find the numbers rather startling, but that’s what the study said.
Home burglaries and auto thefts occur 50 percent more fre-
quently in Britain than in the U.S. Even more sobering, there are
nearly 75 percent more rapesin Britain than there arein the U.S,,
even though Britain only has about 25 percent of our population.
But what about Britain’s handgun ban? Surely that would have
reduced gun violence? Not so. Just from March 1999 to March
2000, there was a 33 percent rise in handgun crime in Britain— one-
third! Clearly it was only law-abiding citizenswho turned in their
handguns and not the gang-bangers known over there as* Yardies.”
Take away guns, and watch crime increase. Empower citizens
with CCW permits and crime decreases. What part of
this picture don’t they see in England and Australia? ‘
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Industry
Insider

by Cameron Hopkins

HK DEBUTS NEW
DA-ONLY PISTOL

erman gunmaker Heckler & Koch displayed a
totally new pistol called the P2000 at the
recent IWA arms show in Europe. The gun
isaDA-only with atwist. Instead of a

conventional DA-only in which arelatively long,

stiff pull is necessary for every shot, the P2000

has a “ semi-cocked” mode in which the DA pull

is considerably lighter even though it moves

through the full pull-stroke.

Even though the P2000 is hammer-fired, the
hammer is partialy cocked when the slide is dropped on a
loaded round or the gun cycles during firing. With the
hammer partialy cocked, similar to a Glock, the pull weight
is greatly reduced. We didn’t have our handy-dandy
Brownells trigger pull gauge in our suit pocket, but we esti-
mated the pull dropped from 12 Ibs. to 6 or 8 Ibs. The pull in
the lighter mode— what HK calls “Combat Defence Mode’
mode— was surprisingly smooth and easy, much better than
run-of-the-mill DA-onlys we've tried.

If the user wants areally light and smooth DA pull, fine,
leave the P2000 alone. However, if the user would prefer a
stiffer first shot— or rather, the user’s department’s lawyer—
then there isa small button on the rear of the slide to decock
the striker. In the decocked mode, the trigger pull is back up
to 12-ish Ibs.

are no safeties or decocking levers on the P2000. It is a high-
cap (13+1) 9mm intended for the European police market and
will not be available in Americafor quite some time, according

Other than the little button on the back of the slide, there

ids, don't try thisin America.
During Europe's biggest arms
trade exhibition, firearms compa-
nies routinely offer hospitality to
guestsin their booths with snacks and
refreshment centers featuring open bars.
Beverages include coffee, soft drinks,
wine and beer. WE' re not going to specu-
late on what might happen at the SHOT
Show if open bars were found in every
gun maker’s booth, but we don’t think the
concept would transglate from German.

There are other differences between
the U.S.-based SHOT Show and the
German-based IWA show.

At the 2001 SHOT Show, therewas a
taxidermy exhibit of three deer, two
bucks and a doe, engaged in a sexua act
that is biologically impossible; at WA,
there was a taxidermy exhibit of awild
boar by itself, doing nothing but standing
there, looking like awild boar.
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At the SHOT Show, there were buxom
ladies in skimpy outfits enticing men to
enter their booth; at IWA, there were
buxom ladiesin skimpy ouitfits... in the
red light district, miles from the show.

At the SHOT Show, celebrities are paid
to sign autographs, trying to coax more
businessinto their employer’s booth; at
IWA, the only celebrity-signing was done
in a checkbook, someone famous ordering
acustom gun from a Suhl gunsmith.

At the SHOT Show, thereis an inces-
sant background noise of innumerable
duck calls, turkey gobbles, doe grunts, elk
bugles and goose quacks; at IWA thereis
an occasional outburst of an oom-pah
band, usually on Saturday night at the tra-
ditional beer-and-wurst hosted dinner.

At the SHOT Show, there is a cut-to-
the-chase impatience to do business,
write an order right now; at IWA, you
can nonchalantly enter a booth, sit down,

to an HK spokesman in Germany.

=~ IWA
2) 2001

relax, sip an espresso or amineral water—
yes even a glass of white wine or mug of
lager— glance through the company’s cat-
alog... and eventually introduce yoursel f
to one of the company’s representatives.
You may never place an order, and you
are never expected to.

The shooting sportsin Europe are
much more genteel than in America, and
the traditions of the hunt are much more
respected. Put it this way— there are no
camo toilet paper vendors at IWA. But
the telltale sign that we were in a dif-
ferent sort of show was the fact that even
though we walked every aisle, we never
ran across a single booth that started with
the word “Bubba’s.”

Continued on page 104
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i Thil's why s0 many firearms professionals who choose their own
equigment choose 1317 custom pistods rom Les Baer Cusfom.

e Wike Dalton understand the impatance of
i chocsndg the |.L;-| ".J ﬁ.J = @ police n.'-l icer... an FB| cerdified
. rangemasior.,. a Combatl Mastar since 1978... a championship
i %) "|'-r".u_' 5I.}|:||r:_ L-.‘.- foundar al .I & Ward Spead Shooting
Fil: nship... and hé opedales the ntamabonal Shoodis
!r.s'llu Mike depends on Les Basr Custorn 19115,

ChnbSith is the Direcior of the world lamouws Thunder Fanch,
Teaching poeople how 10 survive in 8 sometimes-uniriendly world is
hig busingss, Clint Smith chose Les Baer Custorn 10 buikd a signa-

& 1811 pistol beanng the Thunder Ranch ko, and he uses one
Of thos@ same guns ke evaryday use at Thunder Ranch

Wha! allracls such savey professianals 1o Les Baer Custom? First, if's
the fact that Les Baer 19115 are buill from Les's own precision frames
and shides that are heat freated for toughness, precisan machined b0
b exacting tolerances, and hand asse rh gd for A peect it And, it's
; trix fact that Les Baer builkds 19115 with a wall 2amed repulation for
‘ i UNCET NOHMSING L II'r ."JI.I win waCy. ThEVTE Working
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Mare than thily other Les Baer Custom 1511 models are avallable for duty
r” defense or compedition, Incuding:
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COMING S00N:
Uttimate AR 223 rifles
chambered in two sxciting
new callbars:
6X45

a0 Tactical

Les Baer Custom Ultimate AR .223 Super Varmint Model

0pe and mags ophional)

Gither modets availabie inchuding
Uhimate &R 323 PST Aslion Madsl
and 4 Flatiop Model

(Chvilian asd LEL

Performance. Ifs everyliing.

29601 Jth Ave., Hillsdade IL 61257
Fhome: (10308582716

For mare Arommaiian ses

currpal retall priciog, reler to our
wob siiy, o send 22800 for catalag. Deslers send FFL
O caff pur affice during namal bisieets hows: SAMSPH CST

Fax: (J09)B58-2610
Erail; lesbaer nelexprass nal
Web: wew.lpsbaer.com




COF® (Cisston Defease Pachage) plstols ane buld in dive
Kimber Coslorm Shop. Thiy incloda featurs found only
checkaerd fent sirap aod MeproTght A g Sigts.

checkerrd front strap and
Pl Fedl Size Carstarn COP and the Witra CDP with thren-incl bavef
ana pictored. Al four COP madols are chaméamd b 45 ACP

T ey i,

Kimber. Carry the best.

Kimber* ks the world's largest manufacturer
of 1911 pistols with good reason. Chambered
in the powerful .45 ACP canridge, the 1911
is preferred by the majority of elite law
enforcement and milliary units, as well

as professional defense instructors and
competition shooters. The brand they most
often recommiend is the brand they are

most likely to camy. Kimber.

Kimber pistols are made in our state-of-
the-ant American factory, while most ofher
brands are little more than assembled parts
made under confract in foreign machine shops. Kimber
uses the Mnest marerials and precise manufacturing
processes that combine
12 hold rolerances up to
three times tighter than
e competition.

The Uitra Camy™ s chawmbared bn 45 ACP
and 40 S&W Vary Becuvaie ang
absaiualy danpndabie, 1T 5 0 smallest
ana lighoest 1911 awallabhe ooy,

m’:‘u‘a'ﬁ:‘[’" u".nu-:l ;ﬂm are machined from steel forgings. Frames

staininss stool side and fen round are machined from forgings or solid blocks
magazing. Welght is onyy 24 ounces.  of premium aluminum.

Kimber plstols have a host of custom features
others find too difficult 1o manufaciure or
oo expensive to buy from outside sources.
Each Kimber has a one-piece match grade
barrel, chamber and trigger group, rounded
and blended edges, dovetail-mounted sighis,
lowered and Ffared cjection port and
beavertail grip safery. Slides and barrels

Visit one of 1,500 Kimber Master Deakers
and compare a Kimber with another brand of 1911—
or any other pistol design. See for yoursell why Kimber
i= the est pistol 1o crmy, P
and why any other brand
is just a compromisc.

The rw Pro Carry HD™ [Heavy Duty]

A5 ACE hat & full Gine Saisecs S

frovme and dourdact bul bamred. X /&
icaal for duty or contesalad Carmy

Far comaleis isformziica on Kimber rillaz and péstods please send 52 1o Kimber, Dapl. 103, Ona Lawton Street, Yoakers, NY 18703,
call (200) 2232418, or vish wwe kimberamerica. mm
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