Podcasting perfected – and more.

VS.

Podcasting 101
A basic primer on creating your own podcast!

Step 1: Create your podcast

First and foremost: What do you want to talk about? Politics? Poetry? Pecans? Pelicans? Whatever your topic, keep it moving so your listener stays interested — there’s nothing worse than a dull podcast (unless it’s a dull podcast about dull podcasts). You may even want to write a script — but don’t be afraid to vamp (showbiz talk for improvising). And one more thing: If you want to feature music in your podcast, make sure you have written permission from the copyright holder — do NOT infringe!

Step 2: Record and Edit your podcast

Get some software and learn how to use it! Make sure you know the basic ins and outs of your recording software BEFORE you begin talking. If you have a good grasp of your software’s capabilities, you’ll be less likely to get frustrated or accidentally delete your award –winning p e r fo r m a n c e . Learn how to use your audio editing functions — the most powerful feature of your software that will help you sound like a real pro! You should know how to select, cut, copy and paste the audio you’ve recorded, as well as import audio from your hard drive or desktop. Make sure there are no awkward long pauses or gaps in audio, and if possible, delete all room noises, coughs, sniffles, cell phone ring tones, the annoying Chihuahua barking next door, etc. And for Pete’s sake, speak directly into the mic! Programs like Garage Band, Logic, Sonar and Audacity are but a few that offer all the functions you’ll need to create a polished production.

Step 3: Export your podcast

Export your files as stereo MP3’s. This is the most common format

for podcasts because it takes up relatively little space and downloads

Quickly. A typical one hour podcast in MP3 format should take about four or five minutes to download with a broadband connection. Also, make sure to fill in the ID3 tags to help your listeners organize and categorize your work. A good question to ask before you buy your audio software is if it has MP3 capability. Some do, while others allow you to download it as an option for purchase.

Step 4: Upload your podcast

Your ISP may have an online file manager that will help you upload your files. Some ISPs, however, only allow small uploads through their web-based file managers, in which case you’ll need an FTP client. Some FTP programs are available for free (or as shareware), while others with more functionality can be purchased online, usually as a download. Programs like Fetch, Transmit, SmartFTP, and

CuteFTP will have all the functions you need to manage and upload your podcast files to your host.

Step 5: Publicize your podcast

You’ve worked hard on your show and now you want the world to hear it! There are many podcasting sites where you can post your link and still other sites where you can post and participate in podcasting forums to learn how to make yours even better. There are even sites that will review your podcast, but beware — there are some tough critics out there! Check out ipodder.org, podcast.net, podcastingnews.com and podcastalley.com for starters.

We hope that these podcasting tips get you off to a good start.

You’ll find detailed info on how to get the most out of your Snowball at www.bluemic.com — click on the Snowball icon at the top of the homepage and you’ll learn all about the best input device — for podcasting and beyond — available today. Check it out!

With the proper hardware and software, it’s easy to create your own podcast. 

A typical podcast as shown in Apple’s Garage Band
Congratulations, you’re a podcaster! MP3 turns your large podcast into a small, easy-to-download package

A dedicated FTP client gives you maximum control over file transfers
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