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TO:

INTERNAL STAFF – PRO AUDIO GROUP (Not for outside distribution)
FROM:

Michael Webb – Director of Sales, Installed Sound

TOPIC:

“UN” models –
Unfinished Loudspeakers Prepared For Staining and Painting – REV. 6
The following information will help you understand the construction process and appearance of an unfinished loudspeaker.  Then you will learn which models are available, their selling prices, and approx. order-to-ship times.

Description of “UN” Unfinished Loudspeaker:

First, know that all carpeted boxes, and those constructed of low ply count plywood, are not available as “UN”.  Only loudspeakers constructed using high ply count birch plywood are eligible to be ordered as unfinished speakers.  The same high ply count material used to build painted boxes is also used to build “UN” boxes.  We have a very tight specification on this material including marine glue to laminate the plies.  Our workers will hand select plywood sheets having the best quality faces to use for building unfinished loudspeakers.  Please understand that there might be blemishes that appear as “football” shapes on the panel surfaces.  This is minimized when cutting small panels to build smaller sized loudspeakers.  The chances of these blemishes appearing are increased when constructing larger loudspeakers requiring big panels. This hand picked process slows down production, thus adding cost to the model.  The process also involves sanding all top, bottom, back, baffle, and side faces smooth so that the dealer can apply their choice of stain or custom color paint.  All grills will be black color with black foam behind the surface metal.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
OUR UNFINISHED BOXES ARE “END GRAIN EXPOSED”

During construction, as the CNC router cuts the plywood panels, small pieces of wood will chip out of the exposed edges called “end grain”.  (We do not install veneer to cover end grain surfaces because we do not have the equipment needed to do this, and the cost to the dealer would be prohibitive.)  These small cavities along with any other low spots are filled with Bondo, allowed to cure, then the surfaces are finished to an 80 to120, grit sanded texture.  Additional time is required for filling, curing, and smoothing surfaces of an unfinished speaker.  The most significant factors involved in obtaining a fine stained look are the skill and technique used by the person applying the stain, and the choice of stain color.  A person who is skilled in applying stain knows that exposed end grains are more porous and absorb more liquid than panel faces.  Care would be taken to apply less liquid or a lighter color to end grain areas.  Darker stain colors such as dark oak, cherry, walnut, mahogany, etc., will blend better.  When the loudspeaker is installed it is typically separated from its viewers by distance sufficient to prevent any notice of such small imperfections in the end grain.
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In conclusion, we have polled our dealers to determine what features are most acceptable to them for  “UN” Unfinished loudspeakers.  The majority of our dealers and their customers are quite satisfied with the appearance of these speakers when they receive them.  We have achieved a reasonable balance between, cosmetic appeal, ease of staining or custom color painting by the dealer, and selling price to the dealer.


Available models, selling prices, and approx. order-to-ship times are shown on a separate Excel Spreadsheet.
Thank you,
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