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APPENDIX D

Patrol! ing

Section I. General

D-l. Patrols.

a. This appendix provides guidance on patrolling. It describes
various types of patrols and patrolling techniques.

A patrol is a mission. The unit that has the mission organizes for
the conduct of the patrol. When organizing for the patrol, unit
integrity is maintained as much as possible.

The requirements of the mission determine the size, organization,
and equipment of a patrol. Some missions may require only two or
three men, lightly armed with no special equipment; some
missions may require a squad or platoon, specially armed and
equipped. A unit is always tailored for the mission it is to execute.

The effectiveness of a patrol is limited only by the ingenuity of the
planner and the skill and aggressiveness of the unit leader. For
this reason, they are one of the commander's most valued tools.
Patrols are especially valuable in counterguerrilla operations.
Aggressive patrolling in an area greatly reduces the guerrillas'
freedom of movement, hampers their operations, and weakens
their influence on the local population.

Patrols are classified according to the nature of the mission
assigned.

b.

c.

d.

e.

D-2. Reconnaissance patrols.

They collect information and confirm or disprove the accuracy of
information previously received. Reconnaissance patrols are further
classified as:

Z Zone reconnaissance patrols.

ZArea reconnaissance patrols.

D-3. Combat patrols.

They provide security and harass, destroy, or capture enemy
personnel, equipment, and installations. Combat patrols also collect
and report information whether it is related to the assigned mission or
not.
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Section II. Planning

D-4. Five phases.

There are five phases involved in mission planning: patrol steps,
reverse planning sequence, the warning order, the time schedule, and
the operation order. The patrol leader uses patrol steps (derived from
troop leading procedures as discussed in FM 7-10) in planning the
mission. The leader considers all steps but executes only those required
by the mission. The steps may occur in various sequences, and some are
considered and accomplished simultaneously.

D-5. Patrol steps.

(Consider all steps; accomplish those necessary; sequence may vary.)

Z Study the mission.

Z Plan use of time.

Z Study terrain and situation.

Z Organize the patrol.

Z Select men, weapons, equipment.

Z Issue warning order.

Z

Z

Coordinate (continuous throughout).

Make reconnaissance.

Z Complete detailed plans.

Z Issue operation order.

Z Supervise (at all times), inspect, rehearse.

Z Execute the mission.

D-6. Reverse planning

The unit leader uses reverse planning sequence to allot time for each
action of the patrol. He plans this schedule around any critical times
specified in his order.
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0300-

0200-0300

2330-0200

2300-2330

2230-2300

2000-2230

2000-

1945-2000

1930-1 945

1845-1930

1800-1845

1745-1800

1700-1745

1630-1100

1530-1630

1430-1 530

1415-1430

1330-141 5

REVERSE PLANNING SEQUENCE

- Debrief.

- Return to friendly area.

- Movement en route.

- Accomplish mission, reorganize.

- Leaders' reconnaissance.

- Movement en route.

- Depart friendly area.

- Movement to departure area.

- Final inspection.

- Night rehearsals.

- Day rehearsals.

- Inspection.

- Supper meal.

- Issue operation order.

- Complete detailed plans.

- Reconnoiter.

- Issue warning order.

- Preliminary planning.

==- Coordinate.

- Select men, weapons, equipment.

- Organize the patrol.

- Study terrain and situation.

- Plan use of time.

- Study the mission.

-1330 - Operation order received.

D-7. Warning order.

There are two orders that the unit leader issues: the warning order and
the operation order. The warning order is issued as soon as a tentative
plan is made so that the men may have maximum time to prepare for
the patrol.

FM 90-8
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WARNING ORDER

A brief statement of the situation.

Mission (who, what, when, where, and why).

General instructions:

General and special organization.

Uniform and equipment common to all.

Weapons, ammunition, and equipment.

Chain of command.

A time schedule.

Time, place. uniform, and equipment for receiving the operation
order.

Times and places for inspections and rehearsals.

Specific instructions:

To subordinate leaders.

To special purpose teams or key individuals.

D-8. Time schedule.

When the warning order is issued, a time schedule is given for all
activities that must take place.

-0900

0900-1230

EXAMPLE OF PATROL TIME SCHEDULE

- Warning order completed.

- Unit leader reconnoiters (point and compass men and
selected subordinates accompany, if situation permits);
coordinates; completes detailed plans.

- Second in command supervises drawing, issue,
preparation of equipment. ammunition, rations.

- Second in command supervises practice of immediate
action drills.
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- Patrol members prepare individual equipment.

- Subordinate leaders inspect.
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1230- 1300

1300- 1330

1330-1430

1430-1 630

1630-1730

1730-1 800

1800-1900

1900-2000

2000-2030

2030-

- Noon meal.

- Operation order.

- Complete preparation.

- Unit leader inspects.

- Daylight rehearsals.

- Element and team rehearsals.

- Unit rehearsals.

- Rest.

- Evening meal.

- Night rehearsals.

- Final inspection.

- By subordinate leaders.

- Spot checks by unit leader.

- Questions on plans. signals. use of equipment.

- Dark adaptation of eyes.

- Depart.

D-9. Operation order.

The second order that the unit leader gives is the operation order. This
is issued in a standard (five-paragraph) field order format. The
situation determines whether the order is written in detail or prepared
in note form. The operation order, as well as the warning order, maybe
shortened by reference to unit SOPs. In addition, items unchanged
from the warning order are covered by stating "same as warning
order. "

1. SITUATION

OPERATION ORDER FORMAT

Enemy forces.

(1) Weather (note effects).

(2) Terrain.
(3) Identification.
(4) Location.

a.
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3.

b.

(5) Activity.
(6) Strength.

Friendly forces.

(1) Mission of next higher unit.

(2) Location and planned actions of units on left, right, front,

and rear.

c.

(3) Mission and route of adjacent patrols.
(4) Fire support available.

Attachments and detachments.

2. MISSION

A clear, concise statement of the ta'sk that must be accom-
_I:,...h._"'" 1+ ".,... +h +; \A/un \I\/UAT \A/Ur:t..1 \J\/UVtJlI;:)1 n:::;,u. Il OII;:)VVCI;:) LlIC \..IUC;:)lIUII;:' vvnu, vvnJ-\ I, vvn~I''', vvn"

and WHERE. In stating the WHERE, terrain features or grid
coordinates must be used. Since the mission statement is
Intended to stand alone without reference to any document
(other than a map), using terrain features, such as a hill or a road
junction, followed by a grid coordinate, is the correct procedure.
(Paragraph 2 never has subparagraphs.)

EXECUTION

a. Concept of operation.
(i) Scheme of maneuver.
(2) Fire support.

Subunit missions.
(1) Squads and/or teams.
(2) Special teams or key individuals.

Coordinating instructions.
(1) Time of departure and return.
(2) Formations and order of movement (include sketch).

(3) Route (include fire support and suppression targets).
(4) Alternate routes.
(5) Passage of friendly positions (include sketch).

(a) Passage out.
(b) Reentry,

(6) Rallying points.

b.

c.

1"71\ , I Actions at iallying points.
(8)

(9)
Actions on enemy contact.
Actions at danger areas (include sketch).

Actions at objective area (inciude sketch;.
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(11 )

(12)

(13)

(14)
{11; \,. -,

Fire support (if not already covered completely).
Rehearsals.
Inspections.
Debriefing.
~no,...ifi, infnrrn~tinn ronlliromontc
_""_""111- '1'1_. 111"""'_'11_'1_"_"'_"1""".

4.
(16) Annexes.

SERVICE SUPPORT

a.
b.

Rations.
Arms and ammunition.
Uniform and equipment patrol members will carry.
Method of handling wounded.
Prisoners and captured equipment.

c.
d.

e.

II:.i,I. "n...UIAlun Alun Clr-I\IAI
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a. Command.
(1) Chain of command.
(2) Location of phase line and/or alternate phase line in

formation and at the objective.

L..
U. c-: I

~IY"CJI.

(1 )

(2)

(3)

(4)

CEDI index (do not list information contained in the CEDI).
Alternate signals.
Emergency signals.

Pyrotechnics.

Section III. Reconnaissance Patrols

D-IO. Information requirements.

a. Reconnaissance patrols provide the commander with timely,
accurate information of guerrillas and the terrain they control.
This information is vital in making tactical decisions.

The commander may require information of a specific location or
small specific area, usually a known or suspected position or
activity. An area reconnaissance patrol secures this information
by reconnoitering the location or by maintaining surveillance
over the location.

The commander may require information of an extended area, or
may desire information of several locations within an area. A
zone reconnaissance patrol secures this information by recon-
noitering the area, by maintaining surveillance over the area, or

b.

c.
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by making the coordinated area reconnaissance of designated
locations within the area.

D-l1. Security.

a. In addition to reaching the objective without discovery, if
possible, a reconnaissance patrol also tries to conduct its
reconnaissance or surveillance without being discovered. Stealth,
patience, and maximum use of concealment are mandatory.

A reconnaissance patrol fights only to protect itself or, when
authorized, to accomplish its mission. The commander dispatching
the patrol is responsible for informing tha patrol whether it is to
fight, if necessary, to accomplish the mission.

Day and night reconnaissance patrols use essentially the same
techniques. The principal differences are:

(1) Day reconnaissance requires greater use of concealment.
The patrol is more likely to be seen than at night and usually
will not be able to move as close to the objective.

(2) Night reconnaissance requires stealth. Sounds carry farther
at night, and reduced visibility usually requires a closer
approach to the objective.

When two or more teams of a patrol are to assembly at a linkup
point, one team is designated to secure the linkup point for the
arrival of other teams. The route and tasks of this team are
arranged so that it can reach the linkup point first and
accomplish these tasks.

b.

c.

d.

Section IV. Combat Patrols

D-12. Seek and attack.

a. A combat patrol has the general mission of seeking out and
attacking targets of opportunity. An ambush is a combat patrol
(Appendix C).

In conventional operations, the enemy's general location is
usually defined. Specific targets for patrols are not difficult to
locate and designate. Missions for patrols can be, and usually are,
specific and limited.

This situation seldom exists in counterguerrilla operations,
however. Specific targets for raids and for other forms of attack
are much more limited, because of the characteristics of
guerrillas. They are elusive and highly mobile; they avoid decisive
engagement; they avoid prepared positions and establish
relatively few fixed installations.

b.

c.
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d. A combat patrol searches for and, within its capability, engages
targets when and where found. Engagement is by raid, ambush,
or any form of attack suitable to the situation.

D-13. Flexibility.

a. The combat patrol is one of the commander's most flexible
weapons. Uses vary from a two-man patrol executing a harassing
ambush of opportunity to a reinforced platoon conducting raids,
ambushes, and target-of-opportunity operations. In some
instances, a patrol encountering a superior force may maintain
contact with the force until reinforcements permit decisive
engagement. Effectiveness of the patrol depends, not on size, but
on the suitability to a given situation.

The use of combat patrols forces guerrillas to engage in decisive
combat at unfavorable times and places. They can be used to
locate and destroy enemy camps, elements, and supply points.
Saturation of an area with patrols forces the guerrillas to either
curtail operations or consolidate in larger groups, which are
favorable targets for air, artillery, and large-scale attack.

Patrols may be inserted by parachute, helicopter, surface or
subsurface watercraft, or ground methods. The conduct of the
patrol itself remains unchanged, even though the method of
insertion changes.

b.

c.

Section V. Motorized Patrols

D-14. Missions, organization.

a. Patrols may be motorized (usually as an economy-of-force
measure) to allow them to:

(1) Cover greater distances in less time than dismounted patrols.

(2) Operate in contaminated areas too dangerous for dismounted
patrols.

(3) Carry more or heavier equipment, weapons, and ammuni-
tion.

b. A motorized patrol is organized into elements and teams in the
same manner as a dismounted patrol. Substitution of tracked
carriers for wheeled vehicles provides an increased potential for
battlefield mobility (Figure D-1).

When soldiers are assigned to vehicles, squad or fire team
integrity is maintained as far as possible. One soldier is
designated commander of each vehicle.

c.

D-9



FM 90-8

DRIVER
TEAM LEADER
AUTOMATIC WEAPON MAN
RIFLEMAN
MACHINE GUNNER
VRC-l0

RECON TEAM.
~.. -

~ D
""""~ ~

W ~

DRIVER
UNIT LEADER
AUTOMATIC WEAPON MAN
RIFLEMAN
VRQ-3

DRIVER
TEAM LEADER
AUTOMATIC WEAPON MAN
RIFLEMAN
VRC- 10

PATROL HEADQUARTERS RECON TEAM.
~" ~-

~):~
~ ~

.
~.. -

~
~ ~

1 'I. TON

Figure D-1. Organization of a motorized reconnaissance patrol.
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d. A motorized patrol is prepared in the same general manner as a
dismounted patrol. In addition, however, vehicles must be
checked to ensure that they are in good mechanical condition and
properly supplied with fuel, oil, and water. Drivers and other
personnel are as thoroughly prepared for the mission as regular
patrol members.

Motorizing enables a patrol to carry heavy and bulky equipment
such as:
(1) Antitank weapons and ammunition are placed near the front

and rear of the patrol. Personnel are designated to man and
support these weapons when they are employed.

(2) Surveillance equipment.

(3) Additional automatic weapons and ammunition.

e.

f. Communication between vehicles and between the patrol and
higher headquarters is essential. Within the patrol, radios, voice
commands, and visual signals may be used. Vehicular-mounted
radios are usually the best means for communication with higher
headquarters. Light aircraft may be used to drop messages and to
relay radio messages.

D-15. Movement.

A motorized patrol moves by one of three methods: continuous
movement, successive bounds, and alternate bounds:


