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*PREFACE

The urban growth in all areas of the world has changed the face of the
battlefield. Military operations on urbanized terrain (MOUT) constitute the
battlefield in the Eurasian continent. It includes all man-made features (cities,
towns, villages) as well as natural terrain. Combat in built-up areas focuses on
fighting for and in those cities,towns, and villages.

The probability is great that United States forces will become engaged by
enemy forces who are intermingled with the civilian population. Therefore,
units using the techniques outlined in this manual under these conditions must
obey the rules of engagement issued by their headquarters and the laws of land
warfare. Infantry commanders and staffs should concentrate on the skills
contained in Chapters 3 through 5 as they train their units.

This manual provides the infantryman with guidelines and techniques for
fighting against an organized enemy in built-up areas who mayor may not be
separated from the civilian population. Some techniques for dealing with
insurgents, guerrillas, and terrorists are included; however, the manuals which
best address these issues are FM 7-98 and FM 90-8. This manual does not
address any techniques for missions that require the restoration of order to
urban areas. Information and techniques to accomplish this mission are
addressed in FM 19-15.

The proponent of this publication is the US Army Infantry School. Send
comments and recommendations on DA Form 2028 directly to Commandant,
US Army Infantry School, ATTN: ATSH-ATD, Fort Benning, Georgia
31905-5410; E-mail DURANTE A @ Benning-emh2.army.mil; FAX DSN
835-7500; and DSN 835-7114/4539 or commercial 1-706-545-7114/ 4539.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do not
refer exclusively to men.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION
The increased

~
oPulation and accelerated growth of cities have made

the problems 0 combat in built-up areas an urgent requirement for the
US Army. T is t!lpe of combat cannot be avoided. The makeup and
distribution of smaller vuilt-up areas as part of an urban complex make
the isolation of enemy 1!res occupying one or more of these smaller
enclaves increasingly affficult. MOUT is exr.ected to be the future bat-
tlefield in Europe and Asia with brigade- and hi9;her-level commanders

focusing on these operations. This manual proviaes the infantry battal-
ion commander and his subordinates a current doctrinal source for
tactics, techniques, and procedures for fighting in built-up areas.

Section I. BACKGROUND
Friendly and enemy doctrine reflect the fact that more attention must be
given to urban combat. Expanding urban development affects military op-
erations as the terrain is altered. A1though the current doctrine still applies,
the increasing focus on operations short of war, urban terrorism, ana civil
disorder empnasizes that combat in built-up areas is unavoidable.

1-1. AIRLAND BATTLE
AirLand Battle doctrine describes the Army's approach to generating and
applying combat power at the operational and tactical levels. It is based on
securing or retaimng the initiative and exercising it aggressively to accom-
plish the mission. Tne four basic AirLand Battle tenets of initiative, agility,
aepth, and synchronization are constant. During combat in built-up areas,
the principles of AirLand Battle doctrine still apply-only the terrain over
which combat operations will be conducted has changed.

1-2. DEFINITIONS
MODT is defined as all military actions that are planned and conducted
on terrain where man-made construction affects the tactical options
available to the commander. These operations are conducted to defeat
an enemy that may be mixed in witfi civilians. Therefore, the rules of
engagement (ROE) and use of combat power are more restrictive than
in oHler conditions of combat. Due to political change, advances in
technology, and the Army's role in maintaining world oraer, MODT now
takes on new dimensions that previously did not exist. These new condi-
tions affect how units will fight or accomplish their assigned missions.
The following definitions provide clarity and focus for commanders
conductinp tactical planning for MODT. The terms "surgical MODT
operations and "precision MODT Qperations" are descriptIve in nature
only. These are conditions of MOUe not doctrinal terms.

a. Built-Up Area. A built-up area is a concentration of structures, facili-
ties, and I'eople that forms the economicand cultural focus for the surround-
ing area. The four categories of built-up areas are large cities, towns and
small cities, villages, ana strip areas.

b. Surgical MOUT. These operations are usually conducted by joint
special operation forces. They mclude missions such as raids, recovery

1-1


