
Glossary

The glossary lists acronyms and terms with Army or joint definitions, and
other selected terms. Where Army and joint definitions are different,
(Army) follows the term. Terms for which FM 3-90 is the proponent
manual (the authority) are marked with an asterisk (*). The proponent
manual for other terms is listed in parentheses after the definition.

A2C2

AA

AATF

AATFC

ACA

ACM

ACP

acq

ACR

*actions on contact

active air defense

AD

ADA

ADC

Army airspace command and control

assembly area

air assault task force

air assault task force commander

airspace coordination area

airspace control measure

air control point

acquisition

armored cavalry regiment

a series of combat actions, often conducted simultaneously, taken
on contact with the enemy to develop the situation

direct defensive action taken to nullify or reduce the effectiveness
of hostile air action. It includes such measures as the use of air-
craft, air defense weapons, weapons not used primarily in an air
defense role, and electronic warfare. (FM 3-01.8)

armored division

air defense artillery

area damage control

administrative movement a movement in which troops and vehicles are arranged to expe-
dite their movement and conserve time and energy when no
enemy interference, except by air, is anticipated (JP 1-02)

AG

AGL

AU

AI

air assault operations

adjutant general

above ground level

attack helicopter

air interdiction

those operations in which assault forces (combat, combat support,
and combat service support)-using the firepower, mobility, and
total integration of helicopter assets-maneuver on the battlefield
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airborne operation

air control point

under the control of the ground or air maneuver commander to
engage and destroy enemy forces or to seize and hold key terrain
(FM 3-97.4)

an operation involving the air movement into an objective area of
combat forces and their logistic support for execution of a tactical,
operational, or strategic mission. The means employed may be
any combination of airborne units, air transportable units, and
various types of transport aircraft, depending on the mission and
the overall situation. (JP 3-18)

an easily identifiable point on the terrain or an electronic naviga-
tional aid used to provide necessary control during air movement.
ACPs are generally designated at each point where the flight
route or air corridor makes a definite change in direction and at
any other point deemed necessary for timing or control of the
operation. (FM 3-52)

a restricted air route of travel specified for use by friendly aircraft
and established for the purpose of preventing friendly aircraft
from being fired on by friendly forces (JP 1-02)

air defense battlefield operating system the employment of all active measures designed
to nullify or reduce the effectiveness of attack by hostile aircraft
and missiles after they are airborne (FM 7-15)

air corridor

airspace coordination area a three-dimensional block of airspace in a target area, established
by the appropriate ground commander, in which friendly aircraft
are reasonably safe from friendly surface fires. The airspace
coordination area may be formal or informal. (JP 3-09.3)

altitude

*alternate position

ambush

AO

APOD

approach march

AR

area defense

area of influence

Glossary-2

alt

a defensive position that the commander assigns to a unit or
weapon for occupation when the primary position becomes
untenable or unsuitable for carrying out the assigned task

a form of attack by fire or other destructive means from concealed
positions on a moving or temporarily halted enemy (FM 3-0)

area of operations

aerial port of debarkation

(Army) the advance of a combat unit when direct contact with the
enemy is intended (FM 3-0)

armor

a type of defensive operation that concentrates on denying enemy
forces access to designated terrain for a specific time rather than
destroying the enemy outright (FM 3-0)

a geographical area wherein a commander is directly capable of
influencing operations by maneuver or fire support systems
normally under the commander's command or control (JP 1-02)
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area of interest

area of operations

*area reconnaissance

*area security

ARFOR

that area of concern to the commander, including the area of
influence, areas adjacent thereto, and extending into enemy terri-
tory to the objectives of current or planned operations. This area
also includes areas occupied by enemy forces who could jeopardize
the accomplishment of the mission. (JP 2-03)

an operational area defined by the joint force commander for land
and naval forces. Areas of operations do not typically encompass
the entire operational area of the joint force commander, but
should be large enough for component commanders to accomplish
their missions and protect their forces. (JP 1-02)

a form of reconnaissance that focuses on obtaining detailed
information about the terrain or enemy activity within a
prescribed area

a form of security operations conducted to protect friendly forces,
installations, routes, and actions within a specific area

the senior Army headquarters and all Army forces assigned or
attached to a combatant command, subordinate joint force
command, joint functional command, or multinational command
(FM 3-0)

operations involving the use of utility and cargo rotary-wing
assets for other than air assaults

Army airspace command and control those actions that ensure the synchronized use of
airspace and enhance the command and control of forces using
airspace (FM 3-52)

*Army air movements

*art of tactics

ASCC

ASG

aslt

*assailable flank

assault echelon

*assault position

*assault time

*assembly area

The art of tactics consists of three interrelated aspects: the
creative and flexible array of means to accomplish assigned
missions, decision making under conditions of uncertainty when
faced with an intelligent enemy, and understanding the human
dimension-the effects of combat on soldiers

Army service component command

area support group

assault

a flank exposed to attack or envelopment

the element of a force that is scheduled for initial assault on the
objective area (JP 4-01.2) [The joint definition includes a sentence
relating to amphibious operations that is omitted.]

a covered and concealed position short of the objective, from
which final preparations are made to assault the objective

the moment to attack the initial objectives throughout the geo-
graphical scope of the operation

an area a unit occupies to prepare for an operation

AT antitank
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ATACMS

atk

ATS

attack

*attack by fire

*attack-by-fire position

*attack position

*avenue of approach

avn

*axis of advance

AXP

base

base cluster

base commander

*base defense force

Army Tactical Missile System

attack

air traffic service

an offensive operation that destroys or defeats enemy forces,
seizes and secures terrain, or both (FM 3-0)

a tactical mission task in which a commander uses direct fires,
supported by indirect fires, to engage an enemy without closing
with him to destroy, suppress, fix, or deceive him

the general position from which a unit conducts the tactical
mission task of attack by fire

the last position an attacking force occupies or passes through
before crossing the line of departure

(Army) the air or ground route leading to an objective (or key
terrain in its path) that an attacking force can use

aviation

the general area through which the bulk of a unit's combat power
must move

ambulance exchange point

a locality from which operations are projected or supported
(JP 1-02)

in base defense operations, a collection of bases geographically
grouped for mutual protection and ease of command and control
(JP 3-10)

In base defense operations, the officer assigned to command a
base (JP 1-02)

A base defense force is a security element established to provide
local security to a base

base defense operations center a command and control facility established by the base
commander to serve as the focal point for base security and
defense. It plans, directs, integrates, coordinates, and controls all
base defense efforts, and coordinates and integrates into area
security operations with the rear area operations center/rear
tactical operations center. (JP 3-10.1)

A battalion (or a squadron) is a unit consisting of two or more
company-, battery-, or troop-size units and a headquarters.

*battalion

*battalion task force

*battery
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a combat arms battalion-size unit consisting of a battalion
headquarters, at least one assigned company-size element, and at
least one attached company-size element from another combat
arms or combat support unit

a company-size unit in a field artillery or air defense artillery
organization
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battle

battlefield organization

*battle hand over line

*battle position

BCD

BCOC

BCT

BDAR

BDOC

bde

BDF

BFV

BG

BHL

*block

bn

BnTF

BOS

boundary

BP

*breach

*brigade combat team

a set of related tactical engagements that last longer and involve
larger forces than an engagement (FM 3-0)

the allocation of forces in the area of operations by purpose. It
consists of three all-encompassing categories of operations:
decisive, shaping, and sustaining. (FM 3-0)

a designated phase line on the ground where responsibility
transitions from the stationary force to the moving force and vice
versa

a defensive location oriented on a likely enemy avenue of
approach

battlefield coordination detachment

base cluster operations center

brigade combat team

battle damage assessment and repair

base defense operations center

brigade

base defense force

Bradley fighting vehicle

brigadier general

battle handover line

a tactical mission task that denies the enemy access to an area or
prevents his advance in a direction or along an avenue of
approach. Block is also an engineer obstacle effect that integrates
fire planning and obstacle effort to stop an attacker along a
specific avenue of approach or prevent him from passing through
an engagement area

battalion

battalion task force

battlefield operating systems

a line that delineates surface areas for the purpose of facilitating
coordination and deconfliction of operations between adjacent
units, formations, or areas (JP 0-2)

battle position

a tactical mission task in which the unit employs all available
means to break through or secure a passage through an enemy
defense, obstacle, minefield, or fortification

a semipermanent combined arms organization, consisting of a bri-
gade headquarters, at least two combat arms battalions, and all
necessary supporting combat support and combat service support,
formed for the purpose of carrying out a continuing specific task
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*brigade

BSA

*bypass

calculated risk

*canalize

CAS

cbt

CCIR

CD

CFL

CFZ

*checkpoint

*clear

close area

close combat

CNR

a unit consisting of two or more battalions and a headquarters

brigade support area

C

a tactical mission task in which the commander directs his unit to
maneuver around an obstacle, position, or enemy force to
maintain the momentum of the operation while deliberately
avoiding combat with an enemy force

cover (used on graphics to indicate a security mission. See
paragraph 12-13)

C2

CA

command and control

civil affairs

an exposure to chance of injury or loss when the commander can
visualize the outcome in terms of mission accomplishment or
damage to the force, and judges the outcome as worth the cost

(Army) a tactical mission task in which the commander restricts
enemy movement to a narrow zone by exploiting terrain coupled
with the use of obstacles, fires, or friendly maneuver

close air support

combat

commander's critical information requirements

cavalry division

counterdrug

coordinated fire line

critical friendly zone

a predetermined point on the ground used to control movement,
tactical maneuver, and orientation

CI counterintelligence

a tactical mission task that requires the commander to remove all
enemy forces and eliminate organized resistance within an
assigned area

where forces are in immediate contact with the enemy and the
fighting between the committed forces and readily available tac-
tical reserves of both combatants is occurring, or where com-
manders envision close combat taking place. Typically, the close
area assigned to a maneuver force extends from its subordinates'
rear boundaries to its own forward boundary. (FM 3-0)

combat carried out with direct-fire weapons, supported by indirect
fires, air-delivered fires, and nonlethal engagement means. Close
combat defeats or destroys enemy forces or seizes and retains
ground. (FM 3-0)

combat net radio
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COA

COL

COLT

*combat arms

*combat formation

combat information

*combat outpost

co company

course of action

colonel

combat observation and lasing team

units and soldiers who close with and destroy enemy forces or
provide firepower and destructive capabilities on the battlefield

an ordered arrangement of forces for a specific purpose and the
general configuration of a unit on the ground

(Army) unevaluated data gather by or provided to a commander
that, due to its highly perishable nature or the critical nature of
the tactical situation, cannot be processed into tactical intelli-
gence or other staff products in time to meet the commander's
information requirements (FM 6-0)

a reinforced observation post capable of conducting limited com-
bat operations

the total means of destructive and/or disruptive force which a
military unit/formation can apply against the opponent at a given
time (JP 1-02)

combat service support battlefield operating system the support and services provided
to sustain forces during war and military operations other than
war (FM 7-15)

combat power

*combat support

combined arms

(Army) critical combat functions provided by units and soldiers in
conjunction with combat arms units and soldiers to secure victory

the synchronized or simultaneous application of several arms-
such as infantry, armor, artillery, engineers, air defense, and
aviation-to achieve an effect on the enemy that is greater than if
each arm was used against the enemy separately or in sequence
(FM 3-0)

command and control battlefield operating system all tasks associated with the
exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated
commander over assigned and available forces in the
accomplishment of the mission (FM 7-15)

a unit consisting of two or more platoons, usually of the same
type, with a headquarters and a limited capacity for self-support

*company

*company team

*consolidation

*contact point

a combined arms organization formed by attaching one or more
nonorganic tank, mechanized infantry, or light infantry platoons
to a tank, mechanized infantry, or light infantry company, either
in exchange for, or in addition to, its organic platoons

the process of organizing and strengthening a newly captured
position so that it can be defended

an easily identifiable point on the terrain where two or more
ground units are required to make physical contact
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(Army) a tactical mission task that requires the commander to
stop, hold, or surround enemy forces or to cause them to center
their activity on a given front and prevent them from
withdrawing any part of their forces for use elsewhere

*contiguous area of operations when all of a commander's subordinate forces' areas of
operations share one or more common boundaries

*contain

COP

*control

CONUS

common operational picture

a tactical mission task that requires the commander to maintain
physical influence over a specified area to prevent its use by an
enemy or to create conditions necessary for successful friendly
operations

continental United States

*convoy security operations a specialized kind of area security operations conducted to
protect convoys

coordinated fire line

*cordon security

*corps

COSCOM

co/tm

counterattack

*counterreconnaissance

*cover

*covering force
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a line beyond which conventional, direct, and indirect surface fire
support means may fire at any time within the boundaries of the
establishing headquarters without additional coordination. The
purpose of the CFL is to expedite the surface-to-surface attack of
targets beyond the CFL without coordination with the ground
commander in whose area the targets are located. (JP 3-09)

the security provided between two combat outposts positioned to
provide mutual support

the Army's largest tactical unit and the instrument by which
higher echelons of command conduct maneuver at the operational
level

corps support command

company/team

(Army) a form of attack by part or all of a defending force against
an enemy attacking force, with the general objective of denying
the enemy his goal in attacking (FM 3-0)

(Army) a tactical mission task that encompasses all measures
taken by a commander to counter enemy reconnaissance and
surveillance efforts. Counterreconnaissance is not a distinct
mission, but a component of all forms of security operations

CP

a form of security operation whose primary task is to protect the
main body by fighting to gain time while also observing and
reporting information and preventing enemy ground observation
of and direct fire against the main body

a self-contained force capable of operating independently of the
main body, unlike a screening or guard force

checkpoint; command post
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*critical friendly zone

es
eSG

ess
*cueing

DAG

DASB

*decisive terrain

decisive engagement

deep area

*defeat

*defeat in detail

defensive operations

delay

*delay line

an area, usually a friendly unit or location, that the maneuver
commander designates as critical to the protection of an asset
whose loss would seriously jeopardize the mission

combat support

corps support group

combat service support

the integration of one or more types of reconnaissance or surveil-
lance systems to provide information that directs follow-on
collecting of more detailed information by another system

division artillery group

division aviation support battalion

key terrain whose seizure and retention is mandatory for success-
ful mission accomplishment

in land and naval warfare, an engagement in which a unit is
considered fully committed and cannot maneuver or extricate
itself. In the absence of outside assistance, the action must be
fought to a conclusion and either won or lost with the forces at
hand. (JP 1-02)

an area forward of the close area that commanders use to shape
enemy forces before they are encountered or engaged in the close
area (FM 3-0)

a tactical mission task that occurs when an enemy force has
temporarily or permanently lost the physical means or the will to
fight. The defeated force's commander is unwilling or unable to
pursue his adopted course of action, thereby yielding to the
friendly commander's will and can no longer interfere to a
significant degree with the actions of friendly forces. Defeat can
result from the use of force or the threat of its use.

Defeat in detail is achieved by concentrating overwhelming
combat power against separate parts of a force rather than
defeating the entire force at once.

operations to defeat an enemy attack, buy time, economize forces,
or develop conditions favorable for offensive operations. Defensive
operations alone normally cannot achieve a decision. Their
purpose is to create conditions for a counteroffensive that allows
Army forces to regain the initiative. (FM 3-0)

a form of retrograde [JP 1-02 uses an operation] in which a force
under pressure trades space for time by slowing down the
enemy's momentum and inflicting maximum damage on the
enemy without, in principle, becoming decisively engaged
(JP 1-02, see delaying operation)

a phase line where the date and time before which the enemy is
not allowed to cross the phase line is depicted as part of the
graphic control measure
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