
Appendix C

Airborne and Air Assault Operations

A landing against organized and highly trained opposition is prob-
ably the most difficult undertaking which military forces are called
upon to face.

General of the Army George C. Marshall, 1943

Joint force commanders conduct entry operations at the operational level
of war. Commanders operating at the tactical level conduct airborne or
air assault operations to gain a positional advantage or to envelop or turn
the enemy. Airborne and air assault operations are types of entry opera-
tions that use a vertical envelopment to insert a force into an area of op-
erations (AD). An enemy mayor may not be in a position to oppose the
operation. While the commander should attempt to achieve an unopposed
landing, he must prepare for the presence of opposition.

C-l. The capability to conduct airborne and air assault operations allows the
commander to-

. Threaten enemy rear areas, causing the enemy to divert combat ele-
ments to protect vital installations and hold key terrain.

. Overcome distances quickly, overfly barriers, and bypass enemy de-
fenses.

. Extend the area over which he can exert his influence.

. Disperse his reserve forces widely for force protection reasons while
maintaining their capability for effective and rapid response.

. Exploit his combat power by increasing tactical mobility.

COMMON FACTORS
C-2. Factors common to airborne and air assault operations are the use of the
reverse planning process, condition setting, and the impact of meteorological
conditions (weather and light data).
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REVERSE PLANNING PROCESS

C-3. An inverse sequence of detailed planning and joint coordination char-
acterizes both operations. As a minimum, airborne and air assault plans
include a-

. Ground tactical plan.

. Landing plan.

. Movement plan.

. Marshaling plan. (The air assault terminology for this last plan is the
staging plan.)

Intelligence regarding the enemy and terrain characteristics of the objective
area is vital to this process.

C-4. Airborne and air assault operations result in establishing positions that
support completing the force's assigned mission. The ground tactical plan is
the first plan completed. It must address the early destruction of any enemy
forces that pose an immediate threat to the lodgment area. Commanders and
their staffs normally develop the landing plan from the ground tactical plan.
From the landing plan, they develop the movement plan. This continues until
the staff completes the marshaling plan.

C-5. The ground tactical plan is the basis for planning throughout the plan-
ning process. However, each plan affects the others, and changes in one plan
can require adjustments in the other plans. The commander must determine
if such adjustments entail acceptable risk. If the risk is unacceptable, the con-
cept of operations must change. For example, the amount of lift available de-
termines the feasibility of the ground tactical plan. If there are not enough
lift systems to put all the required forces in place at the required time, the
commander should adjust the ground tactical plan as well as the other plans.
Therefore, planning for airborne and air assault operations requires the staff
to obtain vital planning data, such as the availability of lift systems and the
technical and tactical capabilities of those systems as early as possible.

C-6. Commanders ensure continuous coordination between the parallel eche-
lons of the assaulting combat force and the unit or service providing the
transportation from the beginning of an operation until its completion or
abandonment. Units jointly coordinate and staff each detail before initiating
operations. The commander makes maximum use of combined arms capabili-
ties to ensure the assault force has sufficient power to accomplish its mission
and protect itself. Short planning times often require staffs to modify existing
contingency plans and standing operating procedures to meet the exact situa-
tion while still ensuring adequate coordination.

CONDITION SETTING

C-7. Setting conditions is also a common factor necessary for the success of
air assault and airborne operations. Condition setting postures the air assault
or parachute force for success with minimal or acceptable losses. The com-
mander determines the exact conditions required in accordance with the fac-
tors of METT -TC, to include the degree of risk he is willing to accept with re-
gard to each condition. Setting conditions is not limited to conducting sup-
pression of enemy air defense and preparatory fires. It requires the
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