CHAPTER 2

The Leader and Leadership:
What the Leader Must Be, Know, and Do

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to
the same; and that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of
the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military
Justice. So help me God.

Oath of Enlistment

I [full name], having been appointed a [rank] in the United States Army, do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that 1
take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and that 1
will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office upon which I am about to enter. So

help me God.

Oath of office taken by commissioned officers and DA civilians

2-1. Beneath the Army leadership framework
shown in Figure 1-1, 30 words spell out your job
as a leader: Leaders of character and com-
petence act to achieve excellence by
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What the Leader Must Be, Know, and Do

SECTION |
CHARACTER: WHAT A LEADER MUST BE

Everywhere you look—on the fields of athletic competition, in combat training, operations,
and in civilian communities—soldiers are doing what is right.

2-3. Character—who you are—contributes sig-
nificantly to how you act. Character helps you
know what’s right and do what’s right, all the
time and at whatever the cost. Character is
made up of two interacting parts: values and at-
tributes. Stephen Ambrose, speaking about the
Civil War, says that “at the pivotal point in the

Former Sergeant Major of the Army
Julius W. Gates

war it was always the character of individuals
that made the difference.” Army leaders must
be those critical individuals of character them-
selves and in turn develop character in those
they lead. (Appendix E discusses character de-
velopment.)

ARMY VALUES

Interpersonal  Influencing
Conceptual Operating
Technical Improving
Tactical

Figure 2-1. Army Values

2-4. Your attitudes about the worth of people,
concepts, and other things describe your values.
Everything begins there. Your subordinates en-
ter the Army with their own values, developed
in childhood and nurtured through experience.
All people are all shaped by what they’ve seen,
what they’ve learned, and whom they’ve met.

But when soldiers and DA civilians take the
oath, they enter an institution guided by Army
values. These are more than a system of rules.
They’re not just a code tucked away in a drawer
or a list in a dusty book. These values tell you
what you need to be, every day, in every action
you take. Army values form the very identity of
the Army, the solid rock upon which everything
else stands, especially in combat. They are the
glue that binds together the members of a noble
profession. As a result, the whole is much
greater than the sum of its parts. Army values
are nonnegotiable: they apply to everyone and
in every situation throughout the Army.

2-5. Army values remind us and tell the rest of
the world—the civilian government we serve,
the nation we protect, even our enemies—who
we are and what we stand for. The trust soldiers
and DA civilians have for each other and the
trust the American people have in us depends
on how well we live up to Army values. They are
the fundamental building blocks that enable us
to discern right from wrong in any situation.
Army values are consistent; they support one
another. You can’t follow one value and ignore
another.

2-6. Here are the Army values that guide you,
the leader, and the rest of the Army. They form
the acronym LDRSHIP:
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Army Values

Loyalty
Duty
Respect
Selfless Service
Honor
Integrity
Personal Courage

2-7. The following discussions can help you un-
derstand Army values, but understanding is
only the first step. As a leader, you must not
only understand them; you must believe in
them, model them in your own actions, and
teach others to accept and live by them.

LOYALTY

Bear true faith and allegiance to the US
Constitution, the Army, your unit,
and other soldiers.

Loyalty is the big thing, the greatest battle asset
of all. But no man ever wins the loyalty of troops
by preaching loyalty. It is given to him as he
proves his possession of the other virtues.

Brigadier General S. L. A. Marshall
Men Against Fire

2-8. Since before the founding of the republic,
the Army has respected its subordination to its
civilian political leaders. This subordination is
fundamental to preserving the liberty of all
Americans. You began your Army career by
swearing allegiance to the Constitution, the ba-
sis of our government and laws. If you’ve never

read it or if it has been a while, the Constitution
isin Appendix F. Pay particular attention to Ar-
ticle I, Section 8, which outlines congressional
responsibilities regarding the armed forces, and
Article I1, Section 2, which designates the presi-
dent as commander in chief. Beyond your alle-
giance to the Constitution, you have an
obligation to be faithful to the Army—the insti-
tution and its people—and to your unit or or-
ganization. Few examples illustrate loyalty to
country and institution as well as the example
of GEN George Washington in 1782.

2-9. GEN Washington’s example shows how
the obligation to subordinates and peers fits in
the context of loyalty to the chain of command
and the institution at large. As commander of
the Continental Army, GEN Washington was
obligated to see that his soldiers were taken
care of. However, he also was obligated to
ensure that the new nation remained secure
and that the Continental Army remained able
to fight if necessary. If the Continental Army
had marched on the seat of government, it may
well have destroyed the nation by undermining
the law that held it together. It also would have
destroyed the Army as an institution by de-
stroying the basis for the authority under
which it served. GEN Washington realized
these things and acted based on his knowledge.
Had he done nothing else, this single act would
have been enough to establish GEN George
Washington as the father of his country.

GEN Washington at Newburgh

Following its victory at Yorktown in 1781, the Continental Army set up camp at Newburgh, New
York, to wait for peace with Great Britain. The central government formed under the Articles of
Confederation proved weak and unwilling to supply the Army properly or even pay the soldiers who
had won the war for independence. After months of waiting many officers, angry and impatient,
suggested that the Army march on the seat of government in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and force
Congress to meet the Army’s demands. One colonel even suggested that GEN Washington become
King George I.

Upon hearing this, GEN Washington assembled his officers and publicly and emphatically rejected
the suggestion. He believed that seizing power by force would have destroyed everything for which the
Revolutionary War had been fought. By this action, GEN Washington firmly established an enduring
precedent: America’s armed forces are subordinate to civilian authority and serve the democratic
principles that are now enshrined in the Constitution. GEN Washington’s action demonstrated the
loyalty to country that the Army must maintain in orderto protectthe freedom enjoyed by all Americans.
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2-10. Loyalty is a two-way street: you should
not expect loyalty without being prepared to
give it as well. Leaders can neither demand loy-
alty nor win it from their people by talking
about it. The loyalty of your people is a gift they
give you when, and only when, you deserve
it—when you train them well, treat them fairly,
and live by the concepts you talk about. Leaders
who are loyal to their subordinates never let
them be misused.

2-11. Soldiers fight for each other—loyalty is
commitment. Some of you will encounter the
most important way of earning this loyalty:
leading your soldiers well in combat. There’s no
loyalty fiercer than that of soldiers who trust
their leader to take them through the dangers
of combat. However, loyalty extends to all mem-
bers of an organization—to your superiors and
subordinates, as well as your peers.

2-12. Loyalty extends to all members of all
components of the Army. The reserve compo-
nents—Army National Guard and Army Re-
serve—play an increasingly active role in the
Army’s mission. Most DA civilians will not be
called upon to serve in combat theaters, but
their contributions to mission accomplishment
are nonetheless vital. As an Army leader, you’ll
serve throughout your career with soldiers of
the active and reserve components as well as

DA civilians. All are members of the same team,
loyal to one another.

DUTY
Fulfill your obligations.

The essence of duty is acting in the absence of
orders or direction from others, based on an
inner sense of what is morally and
professionally right....

General John A. Wickham Jr.
Former Army Chief of Staff

2-13. Duty begins with everything required of
you by law, regulation, and orders; but it
includes much more than that. Professionals do
their work not just to the minimum standard,
but to the very best of their ability. Soldiers and
DA civilians commit to excellence in all aspects
of their professional responsibility so that when
the job is done they can look back and say, “I
couldn’t have given any more.”

2-14. Army leaders take the initiative, figuring
out what needs to be done before being told
what to do. What’s more, they take full respon-
sibility for their actions and those of their subordi-
nates. Army leaders never shade the truth to
make the unit look good—or even to make their
subordinates feel good. Instead, they follow their
higher duty to the Army and the nation.

Duty in Korea

CPT Viola B. McConnell was the only Army nurse on duty in Korea in July of 1950. When
hostilities broke out, she escorted nearly 700 American evacuees from Seoul to Japan aboard a
freighter designed to accommodate only 12 passengers. CPT McConnell assessed priorities for care
of the evacuees and worked exhaustively with a medical team to care for them. Once in Japan, she
requested reassignment back to Korea. After all she had already done, CPT McConnell returned to
Taejon to care for and evacuate wounded soldiers of the 24th Infantry Division.

2-15. CPT McConnell understood and fulfilled
her duty to the Army and to the soldiers she
supported in ways that went beyond her medi-
cal training. A leader’s duty is to take charge,
even in unfamiliar circumstances. But duty
isn’t reserved for special occasions. When a pla-
toon sergeant tells a squad leader to inspect
weapons, the squad leader has fulfilled his

minimum obligation when he has checked the
weapons. He’s done what he was told to do. But
if the squad leader finds weapons that are not
clean or serviced, his sense of duty tells him to
go beyond the platoon sergeant’s instructions.
The squad leader does his duty when he cor-
rects the problem and ensures the weapons are
up to standard.
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Army Values

2-16. In extremely rare cases, you may receive
an illegal order. Duty requires that you refuse
to obey it. You have no choice but to do what’s
ethically and legally correct. Paragraphs 2-97
through 2-99 discuss illegal orders.

RESPECT
Treat people as they should be treated.

The discipline which makes the soldiers of a free
country reliable in battle is not to be gained by
harsh or tyrannical treatment. On the contrary,
such treatment is far more likely to destroy than
to make an army. It is possible to impart
instruction and to give commands in such
manner and such a tone of voice to inspire in the
soldier no feeling but an intense desire to obey,
while the opposite manner and tone of voice
cannot fail to excite strong resentment and a
desire to disobey. The one mode or the other of
dealing with subordinates springs from a
corresponding spirit in the breast of the
commander. He who feels the respect which is
due to others cannot fail to inspire in them
regard for himself, while he who feels, and
hence manifests, disrespect toward others,
especially his inferiors, cannot fail to inspire
hatred against himself.

Major General John M. Schofield

Address to the United States Corps of Cadets
11 August 1879

2-17. Respect for the individual forms the basis
for the rule of law, the very essence of what
makes America. In the Army, respect means
recognizing and appreciating the inherent dig-
nity and worth of all people. This value reminds
you that your people are your greatest resource.
Army leaders honor everyone’s individual
worth by treating all people with dignity and
respect.

2-18. As America becomes more culturally
diverse, Army leaders must be aware that they
will deal with people from a wider range of eth-
nic, racial, and religious backgrounds. Effective
leaders are tolerant of beliefs different from
their own as long as those beliefs don’t conflict
with Army values, are not illegal, and are not
unethical. As an Army leader, you need to avoid
misunderstandings arising from cultural
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differences. Actively seeking to learn about peo-
ple and cultures different from your own can
help you do this. Being sensitive to other cul-
tures can also aid you in counseling your people
more effectively. You show respect when you
seek to understand your people’s background,
see things from their perspective, and appreci-
ate what’s important to them.

2-19. As an Army leader, you must also foster
a climate in which everyone is treated with
dignity and respect regardless of race, gender,
creed, or religious belief. Fostering this cli-
mate begins with your example: how you live
Army values shows your people how they
should live them. However, values training is
another major contributor. Effective training
helps create a common understanding of
Army values and the standards you expect.
When you conduct it as part of your regular
routine—such as during developmental coun-
seling sessions—you reinforce the message
that respect for others is part of the character
of every soldier and DA civilian. Combined
with your example, such training creates an
organizational climate that promotes consid-
eration for others, fairness in all dealings, and
equal opportunity. In essence, Army leaders
treat others as they wish to be treated.

2-20. As part of this consideration, leaders cre-
ate an environment in which subordinates are
challenged, where they can reach their full po-
tential and be all they can be. Providing tough
training doesn’t demean subordinates; in fact,
building their capabilities and showing faith in
their potential is the essence of respect. Effective
leaders take the time to learn what their subor-
dinates want to accomplish. They advise their
people on how they can grow, personally and
professionally. Not all of your subordinates will
succeed equally, but they all deserve respect.

2-21. Respect is also an essential component
for the development of disciplined, cohesive,
and effective warfighting teams. In the deadly
confusion of combat, soldiers often overcome
incredible odds to accomplish the mission and
protect the lives of their comrades. This spirit of
selfless service and duty is built on a soldier’s
personal trust and regard for fellow soldiers. A
leader’s willingness to tolerate discrimination






