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THE BROWNING HIGH POWER AUTOMATIC PISTOL
CALIBRE 9 m/m. 13 CARTRIDGES

Iniroduction

The Great War of 1914-1918 has definitely ‘proved the
necessily for the adoption of the avtomalic system for small
arms. The machine guns which were cauliously used ul
the beginning became much more imporlaal, until finally
they were in some instances employed on the battleficld in
the same way as ihe artillery puns. The repealings rifle
having proved to be inadequate in many cascs, this pave
risge io the invention of new weapons such as the Aulomalic
Machine Rifle and the Light Machine Gun. Some Powers
had no automatic pistol in their Armaments, yel as soon as
circumstances permitted a change, they ceased using
revolvers as service weapons. Owing to the lack of a light
individual automatic weapon, the late belligerents have
even construocted high power automatic pistols called
Machine Pistols capable of delivering full automatic fire.
It may be plainly asserted that in the near future the whole
small arms equipment will be automatic.

Since 1919 the Military Staffs in all countries, {aking
advaniage of the experience gained during the War, were
induced te work out specifications the requirements of
which had to be fulfilled by the various kinds of smmall
arms such as : Autornatic Machine Gun, Automatic Machine
Rifle, Self-loading Shoulder Rifle, Automatic Pisiol and
Machine Pistol. It is to be pointed out especially that no
mention has been made of revolvers in anv one of these
specifications.  This kind of weapon is now obsolete
becanse its defects have been unanimously recognized ; the
utilisation of the available energy is not complete (a portion
of the powder gas escapes between the barrel and the
cylinder) ; in addition 1o this the weapon is cumbersome,
slow and difficult to reload. Sustained fire is slower (about
10 shots per minute, while the antomatic pistol can fire
about 20 shols in the same time); it is also more tiring lo
manipulate and considerably less accurale.

What are, at the present time, the conditions which an
automatic pistol has to fulfil ?

Ils weight musl nol be above 1 kilog. ; it should be
compact and not bulky ; it must be well shaped 1o Lhe hand
and take a great number of cartridges, if possible more
than 10. Its stopping power must be sufficient to kill a man
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at M m The stopping  power being alependent oty “!E
calibiee, thwe weight of e Dulled and e velocily, it 18
penerally  admitled that e calibee should be at leas
a9 m . U bullet nol weighing less ihan B grammes and
the muzzle velocily superior o 450 . /s,

The pistel shonid preferahly I of 1he !ml_lﬂl lype S50
as to prevenl any passible danger Tram ihe exislonce of a
s1ill high pressure af powder gas when the hullel leaves 1he
harrel sid the hrecceh opens.

A cocking imlicator is pencrally reguired il ps Tar as
pussible an external hannoer ;e weapon musl remain
open when Uhe Last cartrildge o the magazine has been ﬂrcr.l

The pislol will have to be provided with a posilive
salely, casy to manipulale, also with a magazine safely ; 2
cock or the dropping of the weapaon sl not canse the
discharge of the cartridge. ‘

The dismaniling and reassembling  should be simple
and easy withoul the anl of tools.

At the requesi of the Fabrique Nationale d'Armcs de
Guerre, e foous invenlar John Browning, who may be
called « e Father of Automatic Pistols » becausc 1b was
really he who conceived the first simple and perfectly
velinble models, crowned Lhe incomparable scries of his
creations, not long before his death at Herstal, with a 9 m/o
pistol Lolding 135 cariridges, whiu:.h_ mects all the require-
ments of the most severe specificalions, as may hr:, scen on
exanining its characteristics given on the following pages.

General description

The Browning 9 m/m. High Power Automatic l:."istul
is a recoil operated weapon ntilizing the energy u}" recoil
tor unlock the weapon and open Ihe action,
1o exiract and eject the cmpty cartridge, and
to recock the hammerT.

The Tecoil spring, by reasserting itse, has the follow-

ing operations to perform:
to draw Lhe slide forward, '
to force ihe slide to push a cartridge into the
chamber,
to lock the weapon.
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The pistol is fed by means of a magazine holding
13 cartridges in double row ; this magazine is housed in
the grip.

The firing mechanisit includes an external hammer
(cocking indicalor). The exlernal hammer presents the
two following advaniages: Lhe weapon is perfectly “safc to
be carried with the hammer down on a loaded carfridge;
in case of cmergency, it is possible {o cock Lhe hammer
with the thumb of e right hand (this is particnlarly
advantageous for the horseman, for it enables him to cock
his weapon, while holding the reins in the left hand, by a
rapid movement against his leg or againsl lhe saddle}; the
further advantage of the external hammer is that Il consti-
tutes the best existing cocking indieator, very visible by day
and tangible in the darknbess.

in order o prevent the action of the hammer on the
firing pin in ease of a wrong movement (slipping} of the
user when cocking the arm, a half-cock nolch has been
provided an lhe hammer, wherein it comes down wilhoul
striking the firing pin. 1n addition 1o this, the sear and the
hammer are arranged so as o prevent the discharge of the
weapon should it be dropped.

A slide stop has been provided, which holds the slide
al the end of its backward stroke when Lhe last carlridge
in the mapgazine has been fired; this warns the user thai
{he mapazine is empty and that he has lo replace il by a
fresh omne.

The trigger mechanism has no aclion upon the firing
mechonism unless the breech is safely closed. On the
nther hand, the trigger must he released afller each shot sao
as ta allow tlhe firing of the nex! cartridge. The full
automatic fire of the weapon is thus rendered impossible.

The weapon is provided wilh a magazine safety which
prevents firing when lhe magazine is removed; the charac-
{eristic of this safely deviee is to prevent the discharge of
the pistol if the shooter, keeping the trigger depressed,
jnserts a magazine in the handle. -- In order 1o conlinue
firing, it is necessary to release Lhe trigger amd let il return
te its forward position, at this moment only the normal
functioning of the mechanism can onee again take place as
described ahave.

The chief characteristics of the Browning High Power
Automatic DPistol are : the simplicity of its action, the
rohustness of its components, the reliability of its working,
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1 1 i hanism
. dismantling and reassembling of its mec :
:rlhmh{ Eﬂst}:a;hshrs p&rfu%m&d without the use of tools, and ;tii
easy manipulation.—The weapon is compact and Iwu ]
balanced; it fits the hand accurately, the angle at which
the grip meets the body huving been compuled so as to
have the barrel horizontal when ihe shooter takes the firing
t’?[‘c;:t pistol ean be supplied atl Euﬂ-tDmF_:I"E request, either
with ordinary sight notch or with leaf sight gradualed up
elres. _ .
fo ﬁ{]g-jes]}:ies, in order to further improve the efficiency of
the weapon, the receiver can, ifldm?lr}'lei ]:u-e,1 ar:;ngﬁgh't‘z
the equipment of the pistol with a o noaye » o -
i]r]c?;en stn::lk.llnrhich permits the weapon to be fired from
{he shoulder, and greatly improves ils accuracy.

Description of the Browming 9=/™
high power Antomatie Pistel
13 eariridges

The pistol is composed of 3 principal parts :

1. The receiver ;

9 The barrel ;

3. The slide ; _ L
4. The recoil spring and its auide ;
5. The magazine.

1. THE RECEIYER ([sce figure 1) :

recciver consists of : L
The the semi-cylindrical hollow for the slide ;

the abutment which stops the backward movement
the slide ; 1

th:fgrﬂn‘i.'t'.ﬁ for fixing the ﬂ]ll:!ﬂ; N

the cam of the har}'ﬂl nose, r_weie -

the seals for the Irigger and its lever;

the seat of the slide stop;

the seat for the seari

the seat for the sear spring,

the seat of the safety;

the scats [or the safety stud;

the seats of the hammer, its strut and its spring:

the seat for the hammer pin;
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the hammer spring support;
the Lrigpger goarl;
the grip, in which the magazine is inserbed, witl
the mamazine ealch. ‘
[n the receiver are fitteed the Tallowing parts of e
mechanisn :

the trigger, which i1s composed of the trigger absell
(20), the spring (29, the lever (G26), e eigger pin
(27) togelher wilh the Tixiog pio (28) 1he moagazioe
siafely (05) aml its spring (54}

e sear spring (035) having al its base a fixing slod
which is riveled ;

ARAMUMAMALL &

Froune 1.
Receiver and ils various poris.
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the hammer (3}, ils pin (38}, its slrut i:f:iE]. its
spring (39). the spring support (10) and its pin (11);

the ejector {12}
the sear (33 aml ils pin (34);

the slide stop {(21):

e safety (13}, which consists of the stud (14),
e safety spring (16) and the safety pin (43);

the magazine calch (30) with ils spring (31) and
il guide (32);
: E-‘llwh'l.w;intul}-:u slocks (17-18) with their screws (49).

2 THE BARREL. consisting {sce figure 2) of:
the muzzle;

17

Ficumrr 2
Barrel, closing spring and [is guide,

the cylindrical body, reinforced at the hreech;
the locking ribs ;
the stud;

the feeding ramp; ‘
the nuse, in which the guiding slot 1s controlled by

the cam in the receiver;
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the chamber;
the bore with its rifling.

3. THE SLIDE (see figure 3}, the rear part of which
acts as a breech, consists of : =N

Ha 1
- i
2 5 03 i
12 : ] l
r
]

Fu:vne 3.
Slide with rear sight and its paris.

the recess for the barrel end;

the seat of the recoil spring (the rear face of this
seat serves as a recoil abutment};

the central hollow;

the lateral hollow for facilitaling the removal of
the slide stop;

the locking grooves;

the seats for the scar lever;

lhe ejection opening;

the noleh of the slide stop;

the notch for the safety to stap the slide forwamni;

the noteh in the rear part for the working of the
safety;

the slide ribs.
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THE PART OF THE SLIDE FORMING THE BREECH
contains the following paris :

Fuirne 4.
Magazine and ils paris.

the shud, screwed (4);

the extractor (21); ‘ _
the firing pin (18) and ils spring (19);

the firing pin fixing plate (22);
lhe sear lever pin (23).

THE SLIDE WITHOUT ADJUSTABLE REAR SIGHT

is composed of :

the slide (3); .
the slide ring (3), set in and riveled by the front

sight ({3}
the sight noteh (7).
THE SLIDE WITH ADJUSTABLE REAR SIGHT bas
at its hack part a slot for (he sight leaf.
In this ease, the sight notch (7) and the front sight (6]
are replaced by the following parts :

a rear sight, of one piece with the slide;
o removable front sight (6a);

a sight leaf (8);
a slide ring fixing pin {4);
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a rear sipght slider (11u);
a xlider -holt (11h);

a slider spring (11¢);

a rear girhl spring ([2).

1. THE CLOSING SPRING (sce figure 2),

This is o eylindrical spring (17) with u curide, thwe hyeand
of which gets into 1he barrel nose, i owhich il s IIIE-jiIItEiiJI{‘tl
by (he slale stop pin.

The recoil spring puide s composed of e Following
parls :

the guide (13);

lhe guide cap (14);
Ihe: ball (15);

Lhe spring (16).

5. THE MAGAZINE (sve ligure 1),

The: magazine consisls of a steel plale box, forming
thic body of the magazine (30), with a slap notch in which
the nose of the caleh engages. 11 is provided with twa jnner
ribs lo ensure the arrival of the first cartridge in e diame-
tral planc of the weapon. 11 is slightly bent up al the lower
part lo permit the filling of the magazine bottom (51),
which is held in place by a flal spring.  In addilion Lo his,
its two laleral faces are provided with ribs 1o guide the
magazine follower spring.

The magazine eontains :
the spiral spring (53) of the mapazine follower:
the magazine follower (52), made of aluminium
of adequate scction,

The magazine can hold 13 cartridges arranged in twa
TOWS.
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| Directions for partial dismantling

and reasscembling the Browning 9™,

high power Auntomatic Pistol
13 cartridges

DISMANTLING

Haold the pistol in the vight hand (see figaee 5)

Ficuere A
Removing (he slide slop.

3. Bring up the slide stop, then release it from ils seat by

" pressing against its pin which juls out from the right-

hand face of the slide ; draw out the stop. (Se:
figure 6).

A

£
!
Removing the magazfne.
1. Remove the magazine by pressing the magazine catch.
9 Draw slide back and lock it in this position by puoshing Fie.une 7.

up thumb safety (See figure 6). Removing the slide.



14 TIE BROWNING HIGH POWER AUTOMATIC PISTOL

4. BRelease Lhe slide by lowering thumb safely, taking care
during this operation to hold back the slide with the
left hand; remaove the slide forward from the receiver.

(See figure 7).

. Place the front end of slide in the left hand ; wilh the
right hand take the head of the recoil spring guide,
press the spring so as lo release the head of recoil
spring guide from the barrel. and remove recoil spring
and ils guide. (Scc figure 8).

Fristng R,

Removing the closing spring.

6. Remove the barrel.

The figure 9 gives a view of the partially dismantled
pistol.
REASSEMEBLING

1. Beplace the barrel in the slide.
2. Replace recoil spring and its guide in the slide,

T ——
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3. Replace slide on the receiver and draw it back io full
extent ; hold it in this position by means of thumb
safety.

4. Replace slide stop in the receiver.

9. Lower thumb safely; this recleases the 5]1{19 which s
forced forward by the recoil spring,

6. Replace the magazine.

7. Lower the hammer.

Complete dismanting and reasacembling
of the Pistol

DISMANTLING
The foregoing parlial dismantling being performed
To dismantle the slide :

7. Remaove the firing pin fixing plale by pushing rear cnd
of the firing pin inward by means of the slide stop

Fieore 4,
Pistol dismaniled in main paris
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pin ; remove fixing plate from ils seat in the slide ;
this will release the firing pin and its spring.

8. Bemove Lhe extraclor rearward by pushing on its front
el wilh the fiving pin,

. Remove sear lever pin, using firing pin. This will rclease
ihe sear lever.

To dismantle the receiver:

10. Let hammer go forward; for {his purpose relense the
retaining nose of {he hammer by pressing with e
finger on Ihe front part of the scar, and at 1he same
time keeping cootrol with the thumb of the right hand
on the luimmer.

11. Push out scar pin by means of firing pin ; remove the
SCOr.

12. Turn ejector downward; press on safety lock pin and
remove safely lock; this will release the ejector, the
hammer, its spring and its strut, and the scar spring.

13. Press half-way the magazine catch with the forefinger
of the left hand and, using the sear lever as a screw
driver, give the spring guide of the magazine catch a
quarier of a {urn to the left. The magazine catch
will then be released.

14. Remove stocks.

REASSEMBLING

8. Replace magazine catch and hold it half-way with fore-
finger of left hand s0 as to permit the catch spring
guide to be turned 1/4 turn to the righl, using sear
lever as a screw-driver.

9. Replace sear spring in its seal, insert hammer strut and

. spring between sear spring and receiver, 1aking care
lo engage hammer strut in the groove provided in the
handle,

10. Replace ejector, turned downward, introduce safety
lock pin in its seat and in the hole of the hammer pin,
and push safety lock home, Put the ejector agaiu in
its normal position.

11. Replace sear and sear pin by pressing on sear spring
through the housing of handle,

12. Replace sear lever and sear lever pin.

13. Replace extractor in its seat,
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14. Replace Aring pin and firing pin spring ; by means of
slide stop pin depress fully flring pin and insert Aring
pin fixing plate in its seat.

15, Cock the hammer. '”.

16. Replace the stocks and continue with the partial assem-
bling.

To dismantie and reassembie the magaxzine

DISMANTLING
1. Remove magazine bottom after having disengaged the
flat spring by pressing it on a solid surface.
2. Remove magazine spring and follower.

REASSEMBLING

1. Replace magazine spring and follower in magazine.

2. With the right hand, replace magazine bottoin, pressing
at the same time magazine spring in the magazine by
means of the thumb of the left hand.

Directions for operating the Pistol

Removing magazine. — Hold pistol in right hand,
depress magazine catech with thumb of right hand and
remove magazine. (See figure 5.)

Filling magazine. — Hold magazine in left hand. Grasp
a cartridge in right hand, the base turned npwards, insert it
between the lips of magazine by pressing down follower
{the base being turned to the flat edge of the magazine).
Repeat this until the 13 cartridges are inserted.
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Hold pistol in the same posilion as described above for
removing the magazine ; insert magazine in the handle and

drive it fully home. (See figure 10.)

——a

Frarng 10.

Inserting the magazine.

Fucking‘ the pistol. — Hold pistol in right hand with
fnreﬁnge_r -:lear_nf the trigger and outside the trigger guard.
Grasp slide by its checkered part between thumb and fore-

Hngelr of left hand. Draw back the slide to full extent, thus
cocking the hamner. (See figure 11.)
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Freoonr 1),
Cocking.

Let slide fly forward sharply, while the boll pushes a
cartridge into the chamber,

Remark. -  If the magazine is emply when eocking the
weapon as described above, the slide will he held back .h}'
its stop al the end of ils stroke, as is the case when firing
the last cartridge. To hring the slide again forward, push
slide stop downward h". means of its checkered part.

Firing

Hold the pistol firmly and pull the trigger.

Whenever the trigger is pulled, a shot is fired.  When
all the cartridges have been fired and the magazine s
empty, the mechanism remains open under the action of the
slide stop : the front end of the magazinc follower acts on
the slide stop by pressing on the internal face of its stiwl
when the magazine is empty.

To continue the firing, remove the emply magazine Isarlrl
replace it by a loaded one. With the thumb of the righi
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