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by
Marty Cantor
& John Hertz

In 1984 | ran the Fan Lounge at the Los Angeles
Worldcon. ThisLounge was a rather large affair, consisting
of many rooms devoted to different things (a room for
fanzine display and sales, a room for round table
discussions, a room for the Daily Newszine, and even a
room as a lounge) along a rather long corridor. | called all
of this the Fan Lounge. John Hertz, though, gently objected
to this designation, preferring that it should be called the
Fanzine Lounge.

We have been discussing this (Fan Lounge/Fan Room
vs. Fanzine Lounge/Fanzine Room), off and on, ever since
then. We recently again brought up this discussion in APA-L
and | decided that our positions should be explicated in NO
AWARD.

(By the way, this has been a very sporadic discussion,
often with years going by ‘twixt the bits and pieces of it.
This has all been gentlemanly and not at all contentious.
And it has also been mer ely one item amongst many of the
topics which we enjoy discussing.)

POINT: “Fan Lounge’ by Marty Cantor

In the earlier days of “our” fandom, zines were our common cur-
rency. We may have dl been brought into fandom by our love of
sdence fiction, but we “gravitated” around zines As media other
than books became available (tdevison and movies), we looked
with interest at these peripherd items, but our interest in the printed
word (& books, promags, and fanzines) remained paramount. We
reveled in being able to get together in amdl locd dubs and & re-
gond ge-togethers (cons), but zines remained the main way we
connected with eech other.

With the advent of Sar Trek (and wha cameto be known as“The
Barbarian Inveson’) and the resultant growth of commercid cons-
plus more and more televison shows and movies with science-
fictiond interest, eventudly bringing into fandom more and more
people with a primary interest in these non-print mediums, fandom
moved more and more away from our grounding in the printed
word. Those fans who were primaily interested in fanzines as our
common currency became more and moreaminority in our fandom.

Inthelae ‘60s and ‘ 70s, an explosve growth of APAS
drew alot of zine-oriented fans into this activity. This
was amixed blessng. The good was the continued em-
phasisin amateur writing asaprimary meansof fannish
expresson. The bad wasthat thelarge number of APAS
(with ther rdativdy smdl drculation) limited contact
between the members of the various APAS as there
were judt too many of them for fans to be members of
more than jugt a few of them. There remained multi-
APAnNs, but it became impossble to become omni-
¢5 APAns Generd fanzines (genzines) grew to bethe ex-
=" ception rather than the rule; and, as traditional fans be-
gan to spend more of thar limited time in gpac, ties between fanzine
fans began to loosen and fanzine fandom began to fragment. Hey! It
wasfun! From the late ‘60s into the early * 80s was an exditing time
in fandom for mogt of us and very few of uswere worried thet we
were taking to smdler and amdler groups of other fans After dl,
there were World and other conswhere we could dl get together, 0
thingswerejust getting better, right?

And then dong came the internet (with newsgroups and elistsad
orHinezinesand such), and many fansbecame so engrossadinthese
adtivitiesthat they moved entirdy away from paper activities.

Leaving thetraditiond fanzinefanwho il produced genzinesjusta
smdl remnant of traditiond fandom.

Onenatura result of this* retrenchment” wasasort of defendve atti-
tude in those who began to cdl themsdves “trufen.” “We are the
inheritors of what fandom isdl about” could eesily be the motto of
thesefans and, to the extent that afannish emphads on fanzinesis
(orispercaived to be) themaininterest of fans, they are correct.

Now, how  this beers on whether we should cdll our spece & cons
the"Fan Lounge’ or the* Fanzine Lounge,” should be obvious. Fans
of this persuasion do not condder other fans to be “fake fans’ <0
much as they condder them to be unaware of what fandom is dl
about; and, therefore, not fully deve oped fans

o, therefore, we prefer to cal our gpace a cons“Fan Lounge’
rather then “Fanzine Lounge’ becausethisisaplacefor Fansto hang
out—our kind of fans. Fanzines are just one of the things to be
found in the lounge; mostly, one finds there fans of the “traditiond”
persuason - -itisaplacewhere“fans’ areto befound, aplacewhere
“red fans’ hang out and, sometimes; talk about our prime interest in
fandom.

Thereisancther reeson to cdl thisareathe Fan Lounge’ rather
then “Fanzine Lounge, “ and that is one which could be termed
“advetisng” or “perogption.” With so many fans not knowing whet
itiswe zine fans do, cdling our pace the “ Fanzine Lounge” may
just leed some of these nontzine fansto avoid the area because of a
perception that it is just another one of the specidised areas to be
found a cons, and an area in which thar nonknowledge will leed
them to avoid, therey not giving us the opportunity to show these
fansthe pleasuresin our part of our hobly. Hence, “Fan Lounge’ as




Marty Cantor & John Hertz talk it over

an gopdlation generd enough S0 that we can leed the lamibss to
daughter.

COUNTERPOINT: " FanzineLounge’ by JohnHertz

Weneed, | bdieve, agpace a conventions where fanzines and
fanziners can be found. At best it should have higtoric fanzines to
s, fanzines new and old for deor trade or free, comfortable room
for thelikes of thee and me, refreshing food and drink which some

sy isthekey.

It might even provide for publishing “one-shot” zines on the
oot

Higtoric zines means getting them to the con and safe home.
Publishing means machinery and supplies Sdes means a cashbox,
and record-kegping, and someone on duty. Refreshments means
funds and shopping. We can't dways manage so much. Often we
have, though, with happy results

| believe tis gpace should obvioudy be cdled the Fanzine
Lounge But obviousness is rddive. One never knows whet may
becomeanissuein fandom. | have been asked why that nameisany
better then “Fen Lounge” “Fen Room,” “Fannish Lounge” or
“Arthur.”

It sys fanzine, you see The thing we ought to point out. To-
ward which we ought to aim dgnposts What we ought to, you

should perdon the expression, trumpet.

“Lounge’ has the right ar. Rrhaps in the 1940's we might
have wanted aFanzine Workroom.

Don Fitch and others have noted thereisan outs deto this space
| am discussing anamefor. What of thasewho don't know fanzines
but might liketo?1 believewe should be essy for themto discover.

Maybe it would be good for their musde tone if they had to
swvim upgtream, and why shouldn't they suffer asswehad to- - FOR-
TRAN waat't even TWOTRAN when | wasaboy - - but let' s say
that's hardly the courteous easy-going atitude which bdongsin a
kinder gentler zinelike NO AWARD

Let us get dong with names as famers ther crops Let's fed
the ground, maybe even tagte t like Pgpa Schultz in Heinlen's
Farmer in the Sky. Mmmm, pess better here, tomatoes there. As
cooks get dong with their ingredients These goples will be good
raw, those ought to bebaked.

Humpty Dumpty told Alice, “The quedtion is which isto be
maegter - - that'sdl,” but hewas only an egg.

Whet'sin aname, you ask? Those are Jliet’s words, begging

that Romeo might quit being a Montague; ask her. I've dreedy s
gested you ask Alice Or try the Minigtry of Truthin Orwel’s1984.

Abraham Lincoln, surdy one of the finest artigts of the English
language, while he was U.S. President, ansvered a request with,
“How many legs does ashegp haveif you cdl thetall aleg?” When
hispetitioner replied, “Fve” Lincoln said, “Wrong. Cdling thetail a
leg doesn't mekeitaleg.”

Lincoln would have been thelagt person to make namesaset of
shacklesto endave peode. I' mligeningtohim asan atid.

TheNationd Fantasy Fan Federdtion iscredited with trying the
name “Fan Room.” | respectfully submit this is an unecologica
name | beieveevery rooma aconisafanroom.

“Fan Lounge’ and “Fannish Lounge’ (tried at least once, by a
friend of mind), | repectfully submit are dso unhdpful. Whet do
they tdl people will be found there? | don't know about you, bt |
want people natified of wherethey canfind fanzines

| hear we shouldn't use “Fanzine Lounge’ because newcomers
don't undergand what we meen by fanzine and might migtake usfor
ElvisPredey eydash collectors aee.

But we have snce Russdl Chauvendt’s day cdled these things
fanzines We use tha name in the Hugo Awards and the Fan Activ-
ity Achievement Awards I'll acoept thisrisk.

Beddes, if tha's the trouble, what improvemant is “Fan
Lounge?

Then | heer “Fanzine Lounge’ is bad because it sounds like
“Internet Lounge” and balgters the misoonception thet we are a e
dd-interest group ingead of the truth thet we are the heart of fan
dom.

When Majorie Morgengtern wertt to an adult summer campin
Wouk's novel Marjorie Morninggtar, she wastold, about the direc-
tor, “Max Greech doen't look like Satan. Satan looks like Max
Greech.” Never mind, cdl it oneof my obscurejokes

Also | hear we should use “Fan Lounge’ because, with fan
zines present and our wondrous saves, thiswill subtly educate peo-
plethat hereiswherethered fansare

Much might be replied to each of these arguments. For i+
dance, | cantdl you “Internet Lounge’ is & least a decade younger
because | used “ Fanzine Lounge’ inthe Program Book for L.A. con
1, the 1984 Worldoon. Or | could write & length about whet a
teecher of mine cdled Propagendaby Redefinition of Terms.

| hald by the smplest, whichis again, thet | bdievewewant an
Arrow of Sgnificance explicitly pointing “ Thisway to thefanzines”

It is dways a plesaure to find mysdf agresing with Milt Se-
vens, who in aletter to FOSFAX 202 tekes less than seventy-five
words to digpose of dl this “Fanzine Lounge” he condudes, “isa
much more destriptive and accurateterm.” What aman. m




