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This fanzine is available as a download in a colourized
PDF version at < www.efanzines.com >. A black and
white edition will be distributed to those who prefer to
receiveit in the traditional paper manner.

This fanzine is available for the fannish usual (which |
tend to trandate as my own whim, but | do honour
trades, locs, artwork, written articles, and other
contributions). If all else fails, send me US$5.00 and |
will send you a copy. NO AWARD is not pubbed on any
regular schedule (even though | want to get it out at least
twice a year). Mostly, issues will be put out when
material and money decide to get together in a
meaningful way.

LEGALESE: This fanzine is copyright © 2001 by
Marty Cantor. One-time rights only have been acquired
from signed contributors. Please consider that any other
lega -type stuff is really here even if you cannot see it.
So there!

This zine was amost complete on the day when
The War Againgt Civilisation burst against our
shores with crashing horror. It is now one week

after that catastrophe - and | send this out with a
heavy heart but with firm resolve that They Shall
Not Win. - Marty Cantor
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PLERGB
Bylaws Summary

Higtory of theword “ Plergb
by Thom Digby

Hereswhet | recdl or can recondruct about the early hitory of
theword Plergh:

I've long had a thing of coming up with what some might call
nonsnse words Words like "glorg” or "bloomtothrage’ or
"pulubrian”. Sometimes such aword will just pop into my heed. If
nobody dseisnearby | may say the word softly, but whetever part of
my mind comes up with these words seems to know not to spesk
them doud in earshat of atherswho may nat bein the mood to heer
them.

Mod of these words are eventudly forgatten, athough some end
up asnames of fictiond charactersand such.

Sometime in the early 1970's when | was working & the tape
recorder fectory, | noticed thet | would frequently say "Plergb” when
plugging smething in (the word "Plergb” is dmilar in sound to
"plug", sothat may bewheremy subconsciousgat it).

Since | worked in the enginesring lab, | did alot of plugging and
unplugging of suff, so | found mysdf saying "Plergh” fairly often.
Andsinceit wasalab wherel tested dectronic suff, thethingsbeing
plugged in might or might not work. Soin asensethefirs definition
of "Plergh" may have been as a sort of prayer or mentra for good
luck when plugging thingsin.

The firg gppearance in APA-L was probebly a reference to the
"Dreed Drug Plegb" thet did weird things like making people
disgppeer if they got into ahot tub or sSvimming pool or other water
after teking it. Y ou wouldn't be deed or anything likethet, but dl of a
udden you and your friends would look and natice that you werent
there any more. Y ou would, like the Clarinchi, be in a 9ate where
you didnt exist but were aware of your nonexistence.

commented back on this; referring to the Dread Drug
Fergb asjust Rergb. | replied that the name of the drug was "Dreed
Drug Plergh”’ and that the word "Plergb” by itsalf could have other

meanings The res of the mythos then deve oped, probably over the
next few months

| don't have my pre-computer zine files handy, but a search for
the word Plergb in thefiles | do have on disk turned up this from
1985 (APA-L 1131): "..while thefirg referencesto the word Plergb
showed up in Saring and summer of 1974, after Comet Kohoutek
and during debate on cregting aLASFSflag. | think thefirst printing
of thedfficid rulesand bylaws of theword Plergb appeered later thet
summer but | don't ssemto haveit in my zinefile MaybeI'll hunt it
up later. "

At some point after this someone (Matthew Tepper?) darted a
campagn (probebly somewhat tongue-in-chesk) to abalish things
tha had the same initids as other things Since "Plegb
Commission" and "Persond Computer both hed the initids "PC,”
they became obvious targets. That was when | decided thet "PL.E.
RG.B.C.OMM.L.SSI.ON." wasitsf an acronym so therewould
be no conflict with the Persona Computer.

I'm not sure when the Flergb Certificates and such were firg
printed up, but | suspect it may have been in connection with some
kind of spedid occasion, ether aconvention or Some kind of specid
APA-L dity, perhapsaHoax Digly.

Theremay bemore, but | think thisis|t for now.

IUMMARY of the Conditution and Bylaws of the Plergb
Commisson and of theword Plergb asof Feb. 21, 1995,

Background

The Plergo Language Entropy Regulatory Governing Bureauicretic
Commisson Overseaing Multiple Managerid 1ssues Surrounding
Sngular Ingtances Of Nomendaure (“PL.ERGB.COMM.LSS
I.ON.” or “Plergb Commisson” for short) (Heredfter referred to as
the Commission) isthe body which overseesand adminigerstheuse
of theword Plergb and itsauthorized variants.

Usesaof theword Plergb

The word Flergb may be usad in many ways some of which have
not been discovered yet.

The amplest use of the word Plergb is as a generd -purpose
noun, ort of like “doohickey” and “thingamebob.” It may be
dynamicdly redefined within a sentence if the context mekes
the meaning dear, asinthe old saying “ A ralling Plergb gethers
no Flergh.” It can d <0 be usad asaeuphemiam, asin “What the
Fergb is this Plergb??” The use of the word Plergb to
mealicioudy hinder communicationisstrongly discouraged.

Another mple useisto bring good luck by saying “Plergh” as
you are plugging something in. The Commisson makes no
warranty covering such use.

Whenever the word Flergb is used in asong, it may be defined
asthe ertire remainder of the song. For example, singing “Oh,



say canyou seeby the Plergh?’ letsyou sart the bdl gamethat
much sooner. When usad in asong on radio or TV it may be
defined as the rest of the broadcagt day, dlowing the g&ff to
shut off the trangmitter and go home without further ado or
explandion. (CAUTION: Some advertisers consider thisto be
bed manners espedidly if their commerddsareafected)

The mogt sophidticated use of the word Flergb, however, isas
an operator. Computer peoplemay think of it asasort of macro
to be executed by one's audience For example, if you ae
compasing something on amanud typewriter but wish to have
a professiond -gppearing document, you may add a the bottom
“Plergb, defined as judifying margins, correcting typos, and
genad deanup.” It can A0 be defined as minus something
you wish to cancel. For example, if you are running for office
you might end dl your spescheswith “ Plergb, defined asminus
anything you didn’t want to hear.” Theword Plergb can dso be
usad to correct hyphenation a ends of lines, dean up paliticaly
incorrect language, deanse eratica of anything the authorities
might condder obscene conditiondly inset or ddete
paragraphs depending on the date of other variables, insert
illugrations or other specid effects thet your Web software
cannot handle, and soon.

Usersof theword Plergb

The word Plergb may be used by any English-spegking person
(rules for other languages may be forthcoming) regardiess of race,

color, rdigion (unless sad rdigion forbids the use of te word
Plergb), naiond origin, s, sexud preferences, age, economic
datus ec., c., etc. Plergbisan Equa Opportunity Word.

Usars of theword Plergb fdl into three generd dasses Authorized
users, Renegades and Yak Fa.

Authorized users are those who have been authorized by the
Commission to usetheword Flergh and who agreeto be bound
by therulestheredf.

Renegades are thase who have been granted Renegade Status
by the Commission. They may breek the rules and atherwise
misuse the word Plerghb with impunity, but their actions do not
st precedent. People who have heard of the word Plergb and
wigh to use it, but who @ unsure of the rules and find it
inconvenient to contact the Commisson, may grant themsdves
provisond Renegade Satus.

The gandard pendty for misuse of the word Flergb (by those
not on Renegade Status) isdunking in rencid yek fat. Sincethe
budget of the Commission does not dlow for red yak fat or a
yak fat vat to dunk people in they have been doing virtud

dunkingsingead. This conggts of a catificate attesting to such
dunking and advising dll to say a leadt ten feet (three meters)
away becauseof the(virtud) smdll.

The Commisson issues catificaes for dl three of the Satus
categoriesdescribed above.

Orthography of theword Plergb

Theword Plergb is dways capitdized because it is the name of the
word Plergb, which makes it aproper name Thisisin contradt to
words like “cat” and “shoehom” and “episcatister” which have
names like “Mdvin” or “Herman” or “Murgatroyd” which nobody
knows gbout because nobody has published aligt of namesof words
Theword Plergbisnamed Plergh . The subject of namesof namesis
beyond the scope of thisartide.

Authorized variants of the word Plergb indude Pglergb, Plergdb,
Polorgdb, and Skeegl. There dso exids the Medievd Spdling of
Pyrrhghb for use by time travders, people doing parodies of
medievd writing, etc. All variants are pronounced exactly asthey are
spdled (no slent Ietters) except for the Medievd Spaling, which is
pronounced “R” asin “platypus” “yrh” asin “myrrh,” “gh” asin
Hg,m’” a.d“Ul $il,.]“ B(b'ﬂ
Miscellaneous
Plergb Commission Anthem

The Commission has an Officid Anthem. The words of the latest
vesonae

Wearethegtalwart peopleof the Plergb Conmisson:
We uphold thehonor of theword Plergb all day long.
Andwhenwe renct busy onour gloriousmission
Wejug St around and Sng thisstupid song.

Official Quetion

The Offida Quegtion of the Rlergb Commission and of the word
Fergbis” Glorb g dorpt-borpt?” The answver is“Rergb.”

Alcohal and other Drugs

Documented use of the word Plergb goes back to 1973, which
makesit old enough to be used in placeswhere doohal is sarved, a
leest in Cdifornia Since laws vary from place to place and may
change from time to time, check with locd authorities before usng
theword Flergbin any potentialy questioneble Stuation.

Diminished cgpadity due to drunkenness or other forms of
intoxication isgenerdly not adefensein cases of misuse of theword
Fergh. If you plan to usethe word Flergb while under the influence,
the sfest courseisto have Renegade Status.

Legd Disdamer
Plegb, defined as whatever legd disdamers about advice

waraties ec., ae nesded to kegp the Commission off the hook
regardessof how locd lavsvary.

Document Cleanup

Plergb, defined as correcting any typos and misgpdlings in this
document. Pler gb, defined asminusany linenoise or other technica
problemswith thisdocument.
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