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is even yet a fanzine of news, views and re-
views, edited and published by Mike McInerney
(326 ® 13th St, NY, NY) and rich brown (180
I, 88th 5t., NT: NY)on the Plebald Plonker
Press; twice monthly, sometimes biweekly, end
available for news, trades, LoCs, stamps or
3/ 25¢. Overseas Agent is Peter Singleton,
Ward 2, Whittingham Hospital, Near Preston, °
Lancashire, England; subs thru him are 10 for
7/=+ Circulations 245 (we ere Custing Down),
Colophon illustration by Arthur Thompson, -
May 19, 1965, TRICON in '66, NYCON in '67,
Fanzines for rcview in Foeal
Phirt should be scnt ¢o Frank

"Somehow, printing that $he World's Wilimdz}’k, Apt, 175 h38 N Brord-
Fair opened again during April '65 wey, New York €ity, New .York;
does not strike me as vital fannish note, ye faneds, this COA,
news,..."

AN APOLOGY TO CHRISTINE 110SKO0 .ITZ

"Ti" there is one thing the Troubles of the last year have taught me, it is the dane
ger of thinking of people as labels, or stereotypes, and not as the human beings they are,
A% this point in time, I can look back upon myself, oirce 1961, and see that I was as
guilty of this as anyone in fandom has ever been, and that I made Sam and Christine Mose
kowitz the butts of my un~think reactions,

"We have had our differences, and these were, 2% the bottom, honest human differences,
for which I do not apologize, mor should they, I do, however, offer this rather belated
epology for my behavior, and the way in which I treated our differences, which, I can see
in retrospect, was in many cases out of bounds, '

"I was recently told that Christine has decided to.let the law suit against me drop,
end this act of generousity on her part has prompted me %o rethink my own position, and %o
arrive &t what must be & fairer judgment of myself,

*This statement is totally my own, totally the product of my own motivation, and toe
tally serious, I wish to here and now apologize for and renounce my stand of 1961, in
which I made & number of unfair and untrue statements about Christine, &nd in which I
(more or less inadvertantly; I'd been thinking in more fannish gontexts) 1idelled her come
petancy 8s & doctor, I would appreciate it if any and all of you yho read my statements,
charges, etc,, of that period would totally discount them in ligh% of the above,

¥And I tender this public apology to Chris turn fqr he own unheralded gener-
ousity in letting the matter drop,*

THE END OF OBLINUE HOUSE (IF Press Release, 7 May)

On 6th May 1965, the old red brick house at 170 Upper New-
townards Road, Belfast, which has been the headquarters of Irish
Fandom for nesrly 20 yesrs, finally reverted to the mundane
plane of existence, In the fan attic the last ghoodminton ser-
‘7 (cont.;, pp 6) g
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THE WIGGLEMIGGLE REMEMBRANCER
BY FRANK WILIMCZYK

HYPHEN #36; Feb,, 1965 (irregular) 22pp; (15¢ or 1/-3 7/$1.00)
Walt & Madeline Willis, 27 Clonlee Drive, Belfast L, Ireland.

This may be a History Making i{gssue of HYPHEN: it introduced a
new word (perhaps a badly needed one) to the fannish idiom, The
word is Conker (proposed by Sid Birchby), and denotes the square on
e fanzine which is marked with a X when your subscription has ex-
pired., # Bob Shaw's THE GLASS BUSHEL is not strictly speaking & con
report, even tho that's what itts labeled, It is droll and witty,
and can be recommended even toO people who adamantly refude to read
con reports, # Tom Perry has a column, PERRY AND THE TIRADES, which
is predictably gond. # George Locke's faanfiction piece somehow
didn't get to me -- possibly because it's a bit long for a minor
ploy. # There is & 4 page letter column, with what are probably the
best editorial interjections to bhe found. And on page 13 there ds
an interlineation that's sort of tantalizing: Scott is the author of
Waverly, it says. To me, that suggests Bertrand Russell, but in this
context I find myself wondering if there's some kind of fennish ref-
erence as well,

HAUNTED #2; December 1964 ("Approximately quarterly") 4Lpp (50¢;
contributions, no trades) Samuel D. Russell, 1351 Tremaine Ave,, Los
Angeles, Calif,, 90019. L

There was a li-year gap between issues 1 and 2 of HAUNTED, but
it's to be hoped that it will appear more frequently in the future,
Because HAUNTED, despite a title which suggests EC fandom, is a
serious, scholarly publication devoted to-weitd and horror fiction,
This issue of “aunted is dominated by material on H, P, Lovecraft
-- there are 3 articles devoted to him, One of them, SOME THOUGHTS
ON LOVECRAFT by Arthur Jean Cox, offers a novel approazh to Love-
oraft and the horror genre, which is of excepbional interest (rather
surprisingly, since I'm not an HPLer). There:-1s also Part 2 of a
dofense of Lovecraft by Sam Russell, this issue against Colin Wil-
son (who has somewhat improbably coupled HPL with W.B. Yeate)., The
third Lovecraft item is an ana¥ysis of THE WHISPERER IN DARKNESS ,
by Fritz Leiber, Best thing in the issue is the first part of a
paper by Russell on M, R, James, which 1s well-documented, and a
sympathetic character-portrait of the writer; in this context, the
contrast between James and HPL is especially striking, despite their
eminence in the same genre, Russell is erudite, bhut never pedantioc,
and writes some of the most unassumingly good prose you'll find in
the fan field, # I did not cere for elther of the two stories, but
then I dig amateur horror stories even less then ameteur SF, # If you
are a devotee of the weird, HAUNTED is a must,

-- Frank Wilimezyk

APA REPERTORY: The 111th FAPA mailing contained 354 pages, three pro-
posed ammendments (one to keep Cult members (past or
present) out of FAPA, nne o provide a referendum for any blackhalled
Wler, and annther t» allow members more time to pay their dues), four
rehashes of BOONDOGGLE material..one petition (circuleted by a MHr,
Wilson "Robert" Tucker t5 deprive rich brown of his membership) and
a partridge in a pe r tree, S FOCAL POINT regrets to inform you of
the third, untimely desth of .lr, 'ilsnn, "Robert" Tucker, Real Soon
Now, 5 s



STOPDUPER! As we go to press, with ell stencils typed, ve lesrn
that JEANETTE ROXANNE MeCOMBS (8 1b,., 10 oz,) was born to LARRY &
CANDY McCOMBS at 1:08 A,lI, on 22 May. Congratulations eand,..and...
goshwowboyoboy (or do we meesn girlogirl?)!

DISCLAYE HePUR

A% the outset, I should explain several things, First, my report on the Annual Open
ESTA Meeting, several issues back, was entirely too harshy seversl coincidental occurances
which seemed o edd up to more then coincidences wers actually only that, Second, springe
time seems to mellow me, and this report must be considered, in the end, fully es subjec~
tive as was the las®, Third, I hugely enjoyed myself at this year's Disclave,

The Disclave began for me at sbout 3:00 pm, Fridey afternoon, when we loaded my nine=
passenger Greenbriar with eight staunch Fanoclasts and this week’s APA.T mailing, and set
forth in the rain for Washington, D,Cs The trip was easily whiled awey by various stfish
end fannish games, end We arrived af the Wheston Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge at about
9:00 that.night, We found the Disclave posted in the lobby, and shortly thereafter pushed °
our way into the érowded room 527, where the official party was in progress, 5

Judging from the list of registrations which I saw later that night, the total attens

dance of the °‘Clave was ebout 70 er 80; the room seemed packed with & good many more, Ve
unfurled our

New York in 1967 banner, end waeved it feebly in the cigarette smoke, and then
found ourselves ihdividual pursuits, some of which included the pleasant pursuit of happie
ness, Tty g ,
I'm told the management of the hotol/mtel (it had seven floors, plus lobby and lower
lobby; theb makes it & hotel in my book, even if it did heve parking space scattered about
1) thanged only & week or two earlier, This change wes apparently not & beneficial one
for the Disclave; we wWere run out of the official party room soon after midnight, and when .
a group of us moved down %o rich brown's room, the manager came by %o ask us each for $12,00
in room rent for the privilege. Somehow, Bob Madle talked the menager out of 1t by remind.
ing him that this wes, bighod, & convention, &nd what the helltl Bub I left soon after, %o
£ind my way out to Virginia, to my parents iome. Somehow I negotiated the way by beltway
with my ges gauge registering & firm “empty.”

I errived beck &% the hotel Baturday afternoon & little after two, just in bdime for
$he opening of the program, The night before Banks Mebane had esked me if 14 give & %alk
of some sort, and I asked him if he had any ideas, "Talk sbout ¥&ST's slush pile,™ he
seid, and I agreed %0, Then, & little later, while I was plying an attractive young girl
with my hypnotic person2lity, Jeck Chalker asked me if I'd like to be on a panel, "Well,
Jeck, " I said, “Banks elready asked me to appear on the progranm and give & talk, but I'd
be delighted %o appear on your panel too,” He walked eway with a rather bemused expression
on his face,

Nearly everyone was introduced before the progrem started, I wish I could remember
the exact order of events, dbut I cannot, I believe the first item was & brief end well done
obituary for Don Ford by Stan Skirvin, and that Chalker's panel followed next, I mey have
the order reversed, but I don't think so, The panel consisted of Jack, Alan Howard, Dick
Lupoff, Ben Jason (who was sctively campaigning for the Tricon in '66), and me, and Jack
opened it by quoting & put-down of Lovecraft and Merritt by Harry Harrison from the editori.
al of SF HORIZONS, The panel was dominated by the vague gloom of Lovecraf t, but somehow
panaged to avoid its full eldritch horror, I delivered myself of some opinions on Lovecraft
(I egreed with Harrison), Brien Aldis (whom I characterized as & writer of antisscience-fic-
tion), and was otherwise my usual trenchant self, Dick Lupoff noted that the terms "good
science fiction" and "lousy pulp trash® were synonymous, and that meinstream standerds are
not best epplied to most sf, 4And in general I thought i% was & moderately entertaining
penel -- certainly @s good as any which has been planned out af greater length in advance,

George Hesp followed with about twenty minutes of stfish and femnish folk-songs, not
all of which actuslly were, Without any personal disrespect to George, I find these things
unifornly & bore, and of ten party.destroyers as well, end I took advantage of the oppor tu~
aity to reed the latest Marvel comics which I'd bought for Dave Ven Armem and myself earliv
er in the day,

My "talk" followed, & yeer
or go ago I wrote & couple of

columns for YANIRO about my ex- .
periments as a slush-pile reader, T‘ )
and I'm afraid I'm one of those W l

people who, once he has expressed
himself satisfactorelly on & eub-



Diseiave == AL feesd point tu

ject in print, is hard put to repeat himself well, I know my telk wes pretty rambling and
disjointed ~- i% was basically & collection of anecdotes spoiled once or twice by & bad
memory == and I'm glad it was taken as well as it was,

There was & break at this point, as I recall, and then Sam and Christine Moskowits
set up for enother slide talk, This one was on the 35th Anniversary of ANALOG/ASTOUNDING,
and either I am mellowing %o an incredidle extent, or San?s talk was better than ususl, I
learned & number of new things from him thet aftermoon, and I enjoyed the sessions

Rich brown, Deve Van Arpam and I ate dirnmer at the nearby Hot Shoppe, which is & sort
of improved version of theHoward Jojnson's place, Indeed, Dave swore he'd never agein eaf
in & Howard Johnson's place if & Hot Shoppe Wes near by. 1 regerded this os en extrene
reaction, but the food wes moderately good and moderately priced.

The Saturdey night perty wes scheduled for the progrem room in the lower lobdy, rotherin
527, because, &s the manager put i%, "Tou can make more noise down here,* But nonetheless,
promptly &t 1100 in the morning, we were all turned out to find our own gathering places as_
best we could,

T would like %o use this space %o immortslize & young Washingion fan named Mayy Kramer,
¥hen Fon Fllik wes in New York & couple of weeks sarlier, I'd esked him if there were ony .
attractive girls in the Washington group these days (there never were when Iwves a moab“)&
and he pretty well eveded 2 direct reply end implied thet there weren't, But I found bhim :
out, when I discovered the attractive young Miss Kremer, and I devoted & faiz emount of oy
(oh so honorable) attentions to her thed ovening, At one point & young nale Washington fan
sat down next to us and stared hard at us and then énnounced to me, "If you weren't h &
neat guy, I wouldn't tollerate thisi® This is perheps the first time in my life enyo
has ever oalled me & "neat guy," and I was nuch gesseds '

When the party broke up, Ellik sppeared to drive Mary home, aad I fell to wandering
disconsolately down and up elevators, Then somehow we codllesed into a group comprised of
Frenk Diets, rich brown, Mike Mclnerney, Dave Von Arnem end dndy Porter, and we decided to
go out end find & place %0 eat -~ the locel eabing establishments having closed at nide
night or one, or thereabouts, In the lobby we encountered RBobin Postal, minus Fred Lerner,
for once, in the company of Ron Bounds and & couple of other Baltimore fens whose nanes

- escspe me, Cindy Heep joined us, and the eleven of us piled into my cer and drove down %0
Silver Spring, where we found & diner which we crashed and partied in for the next houry -
It was & convivial place, even if ny chilli did look like something rather less appebizing,

"~ " We ell returned %o Andy Porter's room, With & vast alr of comraderie virtuslly awsking
blood bdrothers of us competitors from Baltimore ‘and New York, and we were having & fize
$ime until & surly fellow f£rom next door tried Yo knook our door down, &la the Harmons
Ellison Incident, and, failing thet, pronised to "come in and cleen 811l you guys up® if we
didn't shut up., He had & poin¥; {4 was efter three in the morning. But he did not em=
press himself %00 $actfully, Nonetheless, we moved up %o 515, or somesuch, where things
Were still going strong when I left at four, o . feih ;

I had a Sunday dinner with ny folks, and prowled eround the fanily bomestead for &
while, The sun had come out at long las$, and the trees were in full leaf, Birds sang and
squirrels peered a% me, and there were blooming flowers &1l over the plece, It was a love~
ly day, I hated to leave, But &t 3100 in the aftermoom, I pulled up &t the hotel for &
lest time, loaded everyone sboard, and we set 0ff on sur return trip %o WIC, .

Barring the umpleesantness of the hotel management, I think this was one of the fine
est Disclaves I1've sttended, and I've attended them all since they were revived in 1958,
My personsl thanks %o everyone in Washington group who made this con possible and worked
on i%; my specisl thanks to Banks Mebane, who seemed %o be the efficisl workhorse and
sacpegoat, and to Mary, for making & pleasant weekend even more pleasant by her companys

May there be mény more Disclaves as well run end 88 enjoyable, ;

w=Tod White, 1965 a5 vass B VES & SHNNREN

ANNE ASHE (R.D. 1, Freeville, New York) is looking for Extra-Ter~
, restrial food references for a cullnary dictionaryvscum-
enokbook she is compiling. For right now, she'd like repoftsfto
her of any E-T foods mentioned in books or magazines -- esuthor
title, publisher, date and page numbers would also be helpful And
appreciated. Anvthing this side of 1900 is ok, :: Ann is also

the head of the NFFF Tape Bareau...we had some reason %0 mention

that, only now we can't find our notes and can't rememhepy what it
is, owell,



foenl point ¢ five

RIVERSIDE QUARTERLY, Teland Sapiro's extension of the 0ld INSIDE,
will be printing = econsiderable portion of the
Alexei Panshin book nn Robert Heinlein. Sapiro first heard of the
menuscript through our notice in Focal Point, end the next issue of
Riverside Quarterly (#4) will begin the Serirlization of the book,

FRITZ IEIBER is writing a short book about fentasv and science
fiction dealing rather throughly with some " ¢welve
to fifteen authors, primarily from the aspect of their literary
creftsmanship. No publication date is set, but it will be published
by the Southern Illinois University Press, ## GAMMA is evidently
st11]1 alive, and Bill Nolan says the fifth issue is in the works,
though the fourth can hardly be found on the stands, When asked who
his distributor was, he replied, "He's called the Phantom," He later
sccused Roy Squires of being the Phantom, but it seems that Roy is
merely working for & famous bookstore in these parts, The Red Parn,
where he is buried in his element, burrowing and cataloging. We
thank Focal Point Secret Spy Sam Russell for the above,

NEWSGABBIE: Ron Goulart is in the process of putting together an
anthology of pulp detective stories taken from Black
Mask, Dime Detective, etc,, dating mostly from the 30's. It is being
#ublished by 8 Los Angeles outfit and should be out late this year,
# Lee Jacobs tells us that Ed Cox will be his technical advisor
in putting together a tape for the Westercon Discntheque Costume
Ball,..They witll not have any Mingus records, Lee also tells us that
the Bestles will be sppearing in New York on August 15, Toronto (17)
Atlanta (18), Houston (19), Chicapgn (20), Minneapolis (21), Portland
(22), Los Angeles (29 & 305 and San Francisco Aug 31. The second
Bestle movie will open to coincide with the tour, # Harriet Kolechsk,
2330 N. Hancock St., Phila,, Pa., 19133 is in charge of entertain-
ment (not Programing) for this years Philecon and she would appreo-
jate ideas for same, The party will be at her home, end she would
1ike to set up folk singing in the garage, end possibly records in
the house, If anyone else has any suggestions, send them to her.##
Progress Report #3 isout for the Westercon #18. Send your $1 mem-
berships to Rick Sneary, 5571 Belgrave Avenue, Garden Grove, Cali-
fornia 92641, Guest of Honor is Frank Herbert, Kris Nevile will be
the luncheon tnastmaster, and Ray Bradbury and Fritz Leiber will be
giving major talks during the con.## The Loncon Two will be held
st the Mount Royal Hotal in London England from August 27-30, 1965.
A US membershtp cost $2 to Bill “vans, Box 86, Mount Ranier, Mery-
lend.## Ruth Berman tells us that Malacandra was the name for Mars
in the C S Lewis trilogy. Earth is Thulcandra, ## The Final Bellots
gorttgg l?éSDgugo Aw;rds have now %een distributed., Nominations are:
es ovel: by Pangborn; The Planet Buyer by Cordwainer Smith
The Wanderer by Fritz Leiber, Fmﬁ% John Brunner, ::Best
Short Story: Little Dog Gone by Robert F, Young, Once A Cop by
ﬁgok ?aphail, end SO eF_EgE Not bv Gorden R, Dickson, i Best Pro
gazine: Analog,Fantasy & Science Fiction, Ga135¥ and Worlds Of
If, 'z Best Fanzine, Double Bill, Yandro, and Zen %h. : Best Artist,
Fmsh, Frazetta, Gaughan, and Schoefherr, : Best FPublisher, Ace
Ballantine, Gallencz, and Pyremid, : BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION? ¢!
Seven Faces of Dr, Lao, and Dr. Strangelove.




focal point: six

vice was snlemnly performed by Bob Shaw, Symbolieelly, it was
not returned, Instead the last shuttlecock was picked up by
John Berry and reverently removed to its final resting-place, a
time capsule doneted hv Sadie Shaw, Also in the gleass oyvlin-
drical 2-1b capsule were deposited a copy of The Enchanted Dup-
licator (first edition), some hyvphens in printing-tvpe used for
Slant, a dollop of duplieating ink, Jemes White's first bow tie
(svmboﬂizing the professional element in Irish ¥Fendom) and sig-
netures of the great fans and good friends who had staved at
Ohlique House during the years, including Forry Ackerman, Chuck
Harris, Lee Hoffmen, Mel Ashworth, Ron Ellik, Lsrry Shaw, Vince
Clarke, Boyd Raeburn, Andy Young, Ken & Irene Potter Ken &,
Pamela Bulmer John Roles, Bea Mhhafrev, Rory- Faulkner Evelyn
Smith, Sid Birchbv Harry Turner, Sid Coleman, Steve Schul-
theis, and many others. The time capsule was then buried in the
front lawn, underneath the cherry tree, in-earth with which had
been mingled the sacred soil of South Gate, donated by Rick
Sneary, A fannish era had ended, Oblique House wers at one with
Ninevah, Tyre and 101 Wagner St., Sevannah,

The Willises are now living in a2 wooden shack by the sea-
side, their furniture in storage, while negotiations proceed
for the acquisit on of a new stately home for Irish Fandom,
Mesnwhile they can he reached through their accomodation address
== 27 Clonlee Drive, Belfast 4, North Ireland.

COA: ?

Ruth Berman, 5620 Edgewater Blvd Minneapolis, Minn., 55417 (as of 6/1)
Burkhard Blum 6 ¥rankfurt-l, Mertonetr. 28, Studentenhaus, Germany
A/3ec Wm, L. Bowers Box B-z,139 CMR #2, bheppard A¥B, Texas 76311
Walter & Marion- Breen /o Lester Merkin 515 Madiqon Avenue, New

York City, 10015 (from the last week of June until mid-August)
Mike Domina, 11044 S. Tripp Ave, Oak Lawn, Ill, (as of 6/AK)
Richard Yngvi 6500 Fort Hunt Rd Alexendria Virginia, 22307
Arnie Ketz, 98 Patton Blvd,, New "Hyde Park, NY 11043 (as of 5/23)
Earl Kemp, " 6623 Montezuma, San Diegn, California 92115
Ken & Irene Potter, 4 Hartinpton St. Lencashire, England
Charles Platt, 18E Fitzjohns Avenue, London NW 3 England
Charles & Jene Wells, Math Dept, Western Reserve Universitv Cleve=-

land, Ohio: LL10b (ms of 8/1) -
Frank Wilimczyk _438 West Broadway, Apt, 17, NYC, New York
SKYRACK T6/35¢ fTom Ron Bennett; u,.s,of a. agent *Robert Coulson, Rt,

3, Wabash, Indians) is the fenzine of British fannish news;

issues 78 snd 79 are at hand and were particularly helpful in pivinp
us items to g¥fP# use in this issue of Focal Point, We recommend
Skyrsck heartily. (Ron's address is 52 Fairways Drive, Forest Lane,
Harrogate, Yorkshire, England and English subs are 2/6d for 6.)

Your last issue of FP is #‘P
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