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Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

Months ago when | would tell John Hertz The friend was promptly won over to our vi+al world.
was working on the May issue, | didn't measion of Sierra as the greatest three-year-old My sister Kathy, a school principal in New
that it may get published in October. But hergprodigy in the history of Western Civilization.Mexico, clued us into the wonderful possibility
we are. (Oooh, I'm shivering already, knowingso she shared with Diana that very young chibf raising butterflies in our living room. Aunt
the chilly reception that awaits tardy newzinedren can be taught to play chess. Kathy sent Sierra a collapsible mesh butterfly
in Lillian’s Zine Dump.). In an e-mail, Diana bowled me over withhouse, about two feet tall, which came with a
Maydays: Diana took Sierra on a week-the news that Sierra had learned to set up tbertificate to order caterpillars that would grow
long road trip to Loveland, CO where | rendezgieces in their proper places on the chessboaung. to be Painted Lady Butterflies (not unlike
voused with them to attend the wedding of mBut | admit being pleased to read that Siertthe way | used to order inmates for my Uncle
nephew, Adam. | had seen myself using theas her own ideas about the game. Milton’s Ant Farm.)
week they were away to publish a new issue.  Diana wrote, “After Sierra was taught how Five caterpillars arrived with a built-in food
Instead, it was decreed that | spend those put all of the chess pieces in their ‘homesupply in a small jar (with mesh airholes in the
juicy days at the end of May actually doing myositions, she read them a story and then Idid). They ate and grew for days until, now
job. | spent weeks scripting an Appeals CPtem all down for their nap-time. A few daysmuch bigger, the caterpillars attached them-
training video and going back to Maryland tdater, when we played a simple game with jusilves to the lid and wrapped themselves in a
deliver it on-camera. When | came back, thetbe pawns and kings and queens, she madeampysalis. In the meantime, Sierra carefully
were phone conferences to hold and thousarttsr own game, which involved moving thegave each one a name: Jimbo, Juniper,
more words to write about a corporate tagawns a few steps forward, then having thidoogadah, Molasses and Florida.
shelter | am handling. Suddenly Labor Day iking and queen do a little dance across the When Sierra and Diana got home from
upon me. middle of the board.” preschool on April 29, Jimbo and Juniper fi-
Road Warriors: Diana and Sierra stayed Metamorphosis: Being Sierra’'s parents nally joined the other three that had already
for several days at a friend’s house in Durangtets us revel in a child’'s discovery of the natuemerged from their cocoons. All five caterpil-

Sierra is 3.5: (Left) Sierra peeks out of her new playhouse on Easter morning; (Center) Butterflies Noogadah,
Molasses, and Florida moments away from freedom; (Right) Sierra wins a tricycle race with Auntie Carol.
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lars had turned into butterflies. They fed
them sugar water and enjoyed watching
them. On the second morning, we all went
into the garden and set them free.

Trufen.net: Last issue | recommended
the Trufen.net fan news site. Victor Gon
zalez is keeping it moving forward under a|
incredible head of steam by writing about 15
stories to each one from an outsider.

I'm impressed by the way he’s learned
all the places to look for fannish news, and

MIKE GLYER'S
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ening stories with fannish background
historical sidebars.

Victor’s friendship with Peter Westo Fred Patten Donates donor's treasures: early science-fiction stories

. . . by a teenage Ray Bradbury and a range of
surprising dividend that the column attract Collection to UC Riverside Jgpanese cgmic b)(;oks that ():/ould help scgolars
controversy and regular participation from p Fred Patten suffered a stroke on March 12 thal e the history of anime, the popular form of
diverse group of British fans. left the right side of his body paralyzed. Fre apanese animation.” '

The site has become a crossroads for afloBPent a month in hospital and six weeks in a e was quoted: “It was sort of heartbreak-
of fannish communities. See you there! physical rehabilitation center before bein g. If there was any way | could have saved
Efanzines.com: There’s a reason | wag transferred to live at Golden State Coloni y collection, | certainly would have. I didn't
just about the last person to have his fanzineConvalescent Hospital in North Hollywood,,aye any choice - either let it be thrown away

on Bill Burns’ excellent website. For year$ CA. He had to give up his apartment, and mage yonate it.”

I've been producin§ile 770with Microsoft | the hard decision to give away his extensive Conway said it would take a few years for
Publisher, which churlishly refuses to expoft collection to UC Riverside. Lee Gold gatherefle, giaff ‘at UCR to catalog the estimated
to Adobe PDF. So | couldn't put them in & & crew of fans to pack and clean up for Fred. 82.000 items that Fred donated.

form Burns could use. And | wasn’t going t¢ Melissa Conway, head of special collections’

buy the big Adobe program just for that. at UCR, pointed to the addition of Patten’s . .
Only this year 1 discovered Adobe has ananime, manga, and Japanese comic books, asdNIVersity of lowa Saves Horvat

online service that will do a limited numbet coup for the university. John Hertz has pointed=anzine Collection from Auction

of conversions for free. The discovery made out that Fred may well know that field betteDid you ever hear that Oregon fan Mike
me wonder whether any software compal ythan any other English-speaking person. Horvat had one of the world’'s biggest fanzine
had licensed the conversion engine to sellfps  Shortly after the stroke Fred could speatollections? His 250,000-item treasure trove
a stand-alone program. At least one has| Ifairly clearly, so Lee Gold volunteered to takeivaled the Bruce Pelz and Terry Carr collec-
found DeskPDF, an inexpensive piece ¢f down his dictation and continue publishingions now housed at UC Riverside. Horvat's
software which rapidly transforms old Pub Fred's Apa-Lzine, keeping unbroken Fred'snay have boasted more 1970s apazines than
lisher files to PDFs that can be shipped off string of contributions back to the apa’s firseither, remembering that is when Horvat cre-
to Bill Burns. (Now Microsoft's latest edi-| distribution in 1964. Fred now types oneated and publisheSouth of the Mogran index
tion of Publisher can convert to PDF. Sorry handed on a laptop keyboard. of amateur press associations that lasted until
guys, you're too late.) He resumed attending LASFS meetings984.

There’s a slight bottleneck in getting thg regularly with the help of friends who transport
issues online. The old issues were producgdhim and his wheelchair.
by pasting art onto camera-ready printouts. ~ Fred had already started the year in
So | need to scan in most of the art and afichealth, spending 10 days hospitalized
it to the Publisher layouts before they can fpePpneumonia in January.
converted. But we'll get through all that i His special wheelchair was paid throuf
time. contributions to Glen Wooten’s Donatic§f

Help Wanted: While seeking material| Fund. Friends have established a webpage _g:% -
for Trufen, | stumbled across a link td

news about Fred's progress and informat,
"Swancon the collectible card game" an

was quite amused. It seems to have b
written five or six years ago and | wanted tp http://www.kayshapero.net/FredPatten/fred
know if it had a playable set of rules, or was Ml
it just a fannish parody of collectible carg The donation to the Eaton Collection me
games? Not having located an answgrthe RiversidePress-Enterprisén July. A story
through my Google searches, | e-mailed thetrumpeting news that UC Riverside had |
Swancon committee. They recognized tHe ceived almost 900 boxes of comic books,
game, but couldn’t connect me with anyonle cords, tapes, anime and other memorabilia.

who knows how to play it. Do you know? reporter was most impressed that “Among the
Fred Patten: Photo on new website.
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Horvat set fandom abuzz when he advenraving metin person.” yet. Production of a new issue of Chaz's fan-
tised his zines for sale online, asking $5,000 Other possible solutions include going on zine, A Bear Went Over The Mountai#3),
for the lot. No one met the minimum bid betourist visa, marrying, then applying for awas also delayed by this system failure.
fore Horvat was persuaded to withdraw themspouse visa, however she would be restricted A month after the disaster, recovery had
from sale by Rob Latham, a University of lowdrom working until she received the spousbeen limited and an expensive data recovery
English professor who is also an editor of thesa. procedure was planned. Chaz posted on Au-
journal Science Fiction Studies move that Besides conquering the bureaucracy, Janigast 26, “It was a disk controller failure which
allowed the collection to be acquired in Februnust deal with the other demands of relocatrunged data on the drive, not an actual platter

ary by the University of lowa. ing. Selling her condo is at the top of the lisfailure or head crash. The disk drive is cur-
“Mr. Horvat put his collection up for saleand “getting rid of most of my worldly goods.” rently in Minneapolis, where it lived all its

on eBay because the rented building he stored online life. David Dyer-Bennet's server is the

it in had been sold and the new owner was Arnie Katz Ends one that went poof, and my website was hosted

going to demolish the building,” said Latham. . . by him. DD-B has been concentrating his ef-
“The local fire department was going to burn it ,40 Years ‘!n ,the Wlldernes§ forts on getting his server back online, and has
down to practice fighting fires, so if he couldaving led BBB (“Bring Bruce Bayside”) 10 ap,q\ started looking at what can be recovered
n't give or sell his collection to someone, jpuccessful conclusion, fund chairman Armigqm the drive itself. | believe the tool that'l
would probably have been burned with th&atz is flirting with another set of fannishyg seq is SpinRite, which has performed near-
building.” initials -- N3F. , o miracles in the past. If we can't get everything

“I's an extraordinary collection and a sig- You'd be wrong to think this is out-of- Back without resorting to the professionals, [l
nificant contribution to the resources availablgharacter for one of fandom's ultra-faaanisfe paying to send it in to OnTrack. 'm miss-
in our library,” said Sid Huttner, head of SpeSOUlS, for that's where Arnie broke into fanyn, 51 000 photos; | have the most to gain or
cial Collections at the Ul Libraries. “We've 40M- And now, after a slight 40-year intermuppyse in the data recovery process.
long collected the scholarly literature related ton, he has returned. _“If the money people are donating isn't
science fiction. As a resuit of this acquisition, AMie began posting to the N3F websitiae e for the professional disk data recovery
however, we now have the largest collection $f€SSage board last March, primarily sharingqoie (or if we have money left over after the
science fiction fanzines in the Midwest andt€resting bits of fanhistory with the membery, iect) " the donations will go towards paying
one of the largest that exists anywhere.” THIP- He also told how important his earlynq posting fees on a professional web hosting
correspondence of fan editors Gertrude Calffendships with Neffers were to himigepice (Apout $20 a month starting from
and Richard Geis is also part of the collection. . joined the group in 1963 at the behest ofy )

It would never have happened, though, if 3'di Sephton. She was the first fan who con- "t anvone wishes to donate to the first
former student of Latham's, Greg Beatty, a Upcted me after Lenny Bailes and | used ,“onect (which will be as massive expense
alumnus who graduated in 2000, had not stur{lidue strategy of publishing a fanzine to bringaphening all at once) but not towards the
bled across a listing showing the collection fdS {0 Fandom’s notice after other attempts Q.cond (which is a smaller expense spread over
sale while looking at online auction houses or&@ake contact proved fruitless. (We knew Fafuye) then they should wait until we've made
night. Knowing how valuable the collectiondom was there; we just didn’t know how to geat decision. Il be posting status updates on
would be, he immediately emailed Latham. " t?UCh, with it.) ) ) ) http://www.livejournal.com/users/hazelchaz/

‘It wasn't too difficult to persuade him Judi saw my letter imazingand, just as gnq - hitp://www.boston-baden.com/donate.htm
because he preferred to keep the collectidf'd hoped, wrote us a letter and enclosgghen we get closer to determining if we can
intact,” Latham said. copies of her genzine and her N'APAzine. SQuscje the data ourselves or not and you can

“The fact it would be available to the publi¢V€ Poth joined the NFFF and soon found OUlecige what to donate therj[Portions previ-

and provide an important resource for ac%_elves swapping mailing comments with thg, 51 appeared on Trufen.net]]

demic research also appealed to him ikes of Bruce Pelz, Fred Patten, Roy Tackett
and other N'APA luminari f the mid-'60s.” . .
an V\(/)hoelinew? uminaries of the mi S Blggest Diamond Ever
Joyful Announcement for Fannish Wedding

Congratulations to Janice Gelb and Stephen ; ,
Bougher, who revealed their engagemerFl)t o Blank Pages on the Web Quite a crowd appeared for Laurel Krahn’s and

friends at the Glasgow Worldcon. Janice liveB0 You remember what fandom was like be VI AUStN'S wedding on September 17

. asge : : hat's because they were married with 82
in Northem California, Stephen in Australiafore the World Wide Web? Readers of several - couples on the baseball diamond at Met-
Janice’s online announcement explains all tfénnish websites found out the hard way Iﬁodome Stadium in Minneapolis

hurdles in her path to the altar: “To forestafMid-July when David Dyer-Bennett's disk Couples qualified for this radio promotion
the most common question: No, we don't knofrive controller failed, taking down a numbe i letter tell hv th ted 1
when. We're shooting for December but th@f the domains hosted on his system. Ch y writing a fetier 1eiing why they wantec 1o

timetable depends totally on the visa situd30ston Baden’s announcement to the Smo maried on the field. ‘The Rev. Gary

tion.” list reported that the web casualties includ To:frleq from thg ((.j?hapeltrc:f Love at theTMgll
Janice would like to keep her job with Sufinstf.org, lasfs.org, loscon.org, bostong, /{MeTCa Presided ouermhe ceremony. Fins

- _ o Il of Famer Tony Oliva served as a celebrity
ﬁg? [?(())vr\)/ﬁsutr?d ec:).n_}/lhneﬁeWTjdcg”rrg\);lr;])é rtrt?)n;l‘{éggﬁggﬁgg?ston baden.com and SCIf“nc'n\;t\ﬁne”sshan q sigln the magiar?e, censes.
on a business visa, which can be obtained more Chaz wrote, “Things are slowly 90minQ(ljurﬁ]gtaecﬁl?luseer:r:%ﬂ;etotbilrh\é?gv iénn:ll?]ﬁg;
quickly than a “prospective marriage” visaPack up, but Hazel's Picture Gallery might nopefore the Minnesota Twins aame
with its requirements for a criminal back-ully recover - we may have completely lost™ " "~ Sl L d% - “The cool part
ground clearance, medical checkups, and d@ictures from 2003-2005, for example. It's sad | = ' "7 - TS G r>1li.n Ve bee% in
tailed written statements about the history dhat this happened before the nifty fu”_drivéove before and thought | w)zfs SL?I’.e before. but
the relationship. Janice mentions, “My favorit®ackup system was in place, bigst la vie” 9 ’

part of the instructions say ‘Exchanging photo- Even a paper fanzine isn't completely.saitgeﬁrﬁosrt ?h;:telrtr?ler:/tgrtr?; E)Ig:‘gr:n'lqhii gei?’r'ee of
graphs over the Internet is not evidence #fom catastrophe —when it hasn't been printet? ' '
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KATRINA SCATTERS NEW ORILEANS FANDOM

Hurricane Katrina mauled New Orleans omguerque for Bubonicon. “From what I've readvay back to Camp Shelby, MS.
August 29 as fans online around the worldn the Times-Picayune’s website, our Tom Hanlon of Baton Rouge, wrote in a
watched through webcams. Then, anxious foreighborhood of New Algiers was spared theidely copied e-mail that he was fine, power
more news, fans used the internet’s resourcesrst effects of the storm. We left a car at thlead just been restored. “Ironically | think the
to share the scant information available aboatrport, so it's probably lost to flooding outpower krewe that replaced a transformer and
Gulf coast sf community on sites like SFFnet'there, and my car on the street in front of theave worked in DL’s subdivision yesterday
Hurricane Katrina Check-in, the Smofshouse may have also been destroyed. We laftd today are from Richard Brandt's power
listserve and Trufen.net. seven housecats at home, and their caretakempany in El Paso. Six volts of separation,
While the storm was still approaching, Guhad to evacuate. | don't know whether we’lindeed.”
Lillian Il reminded readers that he and Rosfind any of them still alive when we finally get Hanlon passed on news of some New Or-
now live in Shreveport -- unlike last yearhome again.” leans fans: Dr. Jack [Stocker] was at an ACS
when Hurricane Ilvan temporarily chased them Nevenah Smith and a fellow cabbie droveonvention in Washington DC and did not
from their New Orleans home. But back in théheir taxis north to Madison, WI: a photo ofreturn before Katrina. Before the hurricane,
Big Easy, wrote Guy, Dennis Dolbear barelyhem parked in front of a New Orleans TakeSraham and Grey Silverton went to Orlando;
survived his decision to remain in the city: ~ out made the newspaper. Poppy Z. Brit8andi Gerdes, her mother and brother went to
“Apparently [Dennis] and his mother wereevacuated, according to a post dfeking Texarkana (and now are back, staying with
trying to ride out the storm at their very pleastight. Bryan Ellis posted to SFFnet that he warelatives); Charlotte and Petri Laihonen went
ant and solid home in New Orleans East whesafe in Pensacola, FL and still trying to phon® stay with family in Baton Rouge; the Gus
Katrina made her entrance -bursting ito check on his family in Gulfport. Mitchell and George Spicuzza families also
through the front doors, tearing the doors not Grant Krueger, two hours from the coast iavacuated and are safe. Carol Silverton was in
only off their hinges, but out of the walls.Jackson, MS informed the Smofs list on AuMidcity until August 31, then she left for At-
[Dennis] and his 85+ year old mother survivedust 29 that he was fine but six trees fell clodanta. Peggy Ranson went to Memphis.
by clinging to theoutsideof the house, sinceto his house, one blocking the driveway. Early word from Bob Asprin on SFFnet
he had too much sense to climb up into the Chris Barkley forwarded news to Smofsaid he remained in the French Quarter with
attic -- whence they might not have escaped.that Bart and Rayma Kemper were holed up sround 500 others, where they not only had
Dennis’ lovely house is now so mugapier Franklin, LA southwest of New Orleanspplenty of canned food and bottled water, deliv-
machge’ Bart's hometown where they'd gone to attendries of cold beer were still coming to the last
Dolbear and his mother became separatadchristening. The hurricane didn't do muclopen bar in the Quarter. He was transported to
afterwards. He evacuated to the Cajun Dontamage to Franklin. Bart, a member of thMorth Carolina in the last stages of the evacua-
in Lafayette, LA. Regan Hall had Dennis’Army, was out on a pass and trying to find &on.
mother safe with her in Baton Rouge, but she
posted on Trufen that they didn’t know De]
nis’ whereabouts. | copied her Guy's note t
Dennis was at the Cajun Dome. Regan wi
back: “My boyfriend lives in Lafayette and
on his way to the CajunDome to see if he
find Dennis so that we can re-unite them.”
Wire service photos after the storm
cluded one showing all the windows blown ¢
of the north side of the Hyatt Regency, a hdge
used by the 1988 Worldcon.
Many members of the old committee flgi
New Orleans. Those who chose to stay &7
better luck than Dennis Dolbealohn Guidry, |’
the Nolacon Il chair, left for Covington (acro
Lake Pontchartrain) before Katrina hit. Jus| &
Winston, said Guy, “rode out the storm in |
antique mansion in an old part of town, patq
ing up three blown windows which were a
mitting 100-mph horizontal rain. He repo
only a foot of water in the streets outside --
less than elsewhere....” Hisvife Annie
Winston had had already left with her motH&
and grandmother for Alexandria, in the cen
of the state, joining an agonizingly slow ex
dus from the city: it took them nine hours
cover just sixty miles. Robert and Ann Neag
evacuated to the hotel where he works an
were believed safe. Refugee New Orleans taxi drivers Nenevah Smith and Joe Karczewski,
Andrew Fox posted on his Nightshadgosing in front of the New Orleans Take-Out in Madison, W1 for Dick Russell,
Books website that he and his family wergrovide one of the few light moments after Katrina. The photo appeared in
stranded in New Mexico, having gone to Alburp o Capital Times on Sept. 1.

B
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: : ) Anthologies with his stories have been
Greenberg, contains David's “Circle of Com-
passion,” a fantasy about a priestess in an an-
cient China that never wa¥ear's Best Fan-
tasy #5 edited by David G. Hartwell and Kath-
ryn Cramer, includes “Charlie the Purple Gi-
raffe Was Acting Strangely,” a serious story
about funny animals (originally published in
Realms of Fanta3y “Charlie” also got an
Honorable Mention in Gardner Dozois’ annual
Year's Best SF anthology, along with “Love in
the Balance” fromAll-Star Zeppelin Adventure
Storiesand “Where is the Line” fronTale-
bones

His story “Tk'TK'TK” made Asimov's
twice, in a manner of speaking, appearing in
the US in March, then translated into Spanish
for the July/August 2005 issue Aimov Cien-
cia Ficcion where David's name was on the
cover above Mike Resnick’s. “The Tale of the
Golden Eagle” will be translated in Swedish
magazineNova Science Fiction.

Upcoming publications include fantasy “A
Homeowners turn to cyberspace to chronicle the pleasures and perils of remodeling Book is a Journey” in magazingales of the
Unanticipated (August 2005), humorous fan-
tasy “The Curse of Beazoel” in anthologyl
David and Kate Levine get plenty of ink in the local paper. Kate’s blog  Hell Breaking Looseedited by Martin H.
about the kitchen remodel (above), and David’s workout regimen (below),  Greenberg (October 2005), and science fiction

filled whole pages in the Oregonian. ;B%%)'—aSt McDougal's” inAsimov’s(January

David’s story “I Hold My Father's Paws”
As we chart his rising star, we can say wand famous in its own right. The Portla@de- was shortlisted for the Aeon Award. (The win-
knew David Levine back when. Back beforgonianran a photo feature about the remodefer was Julian West's “My Marriage”, an-
he sold twenty stories. Before he had an ageatong with extensive quotes from Kate's blogiounced at the Worldcon in Glasgow.)
So long ago he and Kate Yule were still cookabout the work was in progress. See for your- David somehow weaves his writing career

Kate Yule and
David Levine
endured a
three-month
remodel of

Portland |}
kitchen, and [ig8
lived to tefl. S

Yule's Web
diary detailed
every step of

the process.
The buzz her ==
blog
generated
drew a huge
turnaut for
their kitchen
unveiling,
They showed :
off all the new, [BERSSS

including a

glass-paned
back door that
allows a view
of the garden.

ing dinner in a plain, old kitchen. self at: around his day job at McAfee. He says the
Now the kitchen is completely remodeled [http://www.livejournal.com/users/ company likes his results with user interface
kateyule/6303.html] design and usability well enough that they

David's most significant news is that héiave added another person to the work.
completed his first novel, a science fictioriStrangely, the two of us are both busier than |
| thriller calledRemembrance Day was before. | think it's the same phenomenon
g “lt's been a real emotional rollercoastetthat makes freeways get more crowded when
with fits and starts and a certain hurry-up-andgrou build more of them.”
wait quality. | submitted the completed manu-

script to a Major New York Publisher in May, Sime~Gen Web Site
and heard back very quickly from the editorgime-Gen is a fictional universe in which Jac-
who said he wanted to buy it. In fact, h@eline Lichtenberg and Jean Lorrah have set
wanted to make it a two-book contract. | didn‘heir fiction for many years. Laurraine Tuti-
have a second novel to sell, though, so | tooki@si, the Reviews coordinator and gate master
fantasy idea that had been simmering on My; Sime~Gen Perspectives Newslettpub-
mental back burner and expanded it from on@ghed monthly, is putting out the word that
sentence to a 5000-word proposal in about twRey are always looking for volunteers to work
weeks. Unfortunately, although the editor likeghe related website, http:/www.simegen.com/
the proposal, the publisher didn't. So.. N0 | ayrraine adds, “We review all genres of
contract yet. But the novel is still under considyooks, generally choosing from among the
eration.” , many submissions sent to us by authors, pub-

David's story “At the Twenty-Fifth Annual jishers, and publicists. We like to encourage up
Meeting of Uncle Teco's Homebrew Graviticsand coming authors. There are other openings
Club,” which was originally published in theqoing interviews of authors and many other
OryCon 25 program book, is now available fofhings. The site has been around for a number
everyone to read (for free!) on the websitgf years and is fairly healthy, especially con-
Infinity Plus, at: . sidering that it is all volunteer work.”

[http://www.infinityplus.co.uk/stories/ Please send all Sime~Gen reviews-related

uncleteco.htm] e-mail to laurraine@cox.net

TOM TREICKThe Dregonian
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Mike Resnick Shares His Vision

ity, and | don't know if Il ever get my full
vision back in my right eye or keep it in my
left, but if it can be done, this is the guy who'll
do it. A recent magazine | saw in his office --
for specialists, not patients -- listed the top 10
retina men in the country, and he was one of
M them; | find that comforting.)
“*_r'/’n On December 1, 2004, | had my fifth eye
Ry ) b surgery in 363 days. This was laser surgery on
72—_ = “'yf . '{J o ¢ ~.:l what is laughingly referred to as the "good"
ﬁ’ W

. SN :) i eye. In summer he cauterized 43 submicro-
*.'?,\.-.-. Ib m}' .z" scopic leaks in the blood vessels; this time he

By Mike Resnick: A lot of fans have hearc
that I'm having some vision problems, and i
true. Since they began at the end of 2003,
written and sold four novels and edited a cc
ple of anthologies, so I'm not blind yet, but
thought | could answer most of the questic
in one swell foop with a letter féile 77Q

I woke up blind in my right eye one day
early December, 2003. Every doctor and {
specialist | spoke to recommended the sa
retina specialist, and he agreed to see me.

He spent two days of intensive tests. Tt

took more than 300 computer scans and phc o X 4 A A 1 got 38 more.

of the inside of my eye. He examined the € l '#'-Ltl‘-f (3 m Non-event. No pain, mild discomfort, no
for better than an hour with the brightest goe - — anesthetic.

damned light you ever saw (but which | couldMike Resnick at Context XVII. Photo Prior to the surgery, | underwent the usual
n't see), reading out copious (and incomprey H. L. Drake vision test. This consists of reading a screen,
hensible) measurements to a pair of his nurses; maybe the size of a 15-inch computer screen,
who took everything down. Then he explainedther eye was not as good as it had been. Dfnem a dozen feet away in a darkened room.
the situation. ing his exam, he found that the left eye had tiéow, I'd always been able to read a few rows

First, | have a hereditary weakness in ngame condition as the right, but was not as faf letters with the "good” eye; not as many as |
eyes -- and it's true; my father had 3 eye sustong...so that day | had the same 300 corshould, but if that's as bad as it ever gets, Il
geries, and was on 3 or 4 different eyedropgsuter scans of my left eye, and the next weglettle. I'd never been able to see anything more
the last 30 years of his life. Second, my adulhe performed laser surgery to patch 43 leakstinan the outline of the screen and the fact that
onset diabetes (I've had it since 1996) has ske veins. (It was painless. I'd been expectigwas lit, with the "bad" eye. But this time |
verely affected the blood supply going to myhe kind of thing Goldfinger used on 007; inwas able to see whether some very thick lines
eyes, which is to say, | have incredibly poostead it was like looking into a flashbulb goinghey ran across it were vertical or horizontal. |
blood circulation to my eyes. Third, the veinsff 4 inches away -- 43 times.) realize that doesn't sound like much, but it was
had spring dozens of microscopic leaks. Some During the spring he noted that the surgetiie best I'd done since this whole thing started.
of it seeped into the eye, creating all kinds dfad exacerbated a baby cataract | had (I had Then, in late February, 2005, | was actually
havoc. There was a lot of scar tissue inside thae in each eye, but the one in the right eyable to read some 4-inch-high and 5-inch high
eye, and eventually all the fluid in the eye hathe eye with the torn retina, was growing at ketters. Couldnt see the 3-inchers, but hell, 14
literally torn the retina. It was not the kind ofvery fast rate). By August he couldn't see pastonths ago | couldn't even seen the screen.
everyday detachment that could be cured liyto examine the retina, so in September, right OK, you're up to date. And | hope if we
tacking it back with laser surgery. The retinafter Worldcon, | had surgery to remove thpass each other in the hall at a con and | don't
wastorn, not detached. cataract. (Not by him; he only does retinas inod to you or say hello, you'll understand that

He told me that he would have to go intthis age of specialization. It was done by Bm not being rude or self-centered -- at least,
the eye with tiny instruments and repair it, theoolleague who only does cataracts. Thirty a0 more than usual.
use lasers to cauterize all the wounds, and ewgaly. Sounds really boring. ++ Mike Resnick
then the eye was in such a bad way that | might Now that he could see into the eye, he saw
never see well again, though he could guarativat a ton of scar tissue had form
tee mesomevision. So he performed the surenough so that he had to remove i
gery, and | had lousy vision. One of the reggive me an eventual chance to
sons is that the retina had suffered a sevdsetter. (He had predicted this possil
insult (medical term; no one called it nastyty on my very first visit to him.) So o
names), and was swollen, and one cannot S@erol's birthday (November 2) | we
well with a swollen retina. When eyedropsinder the knife -- well, miniature fo
alone failed to reduce the swelling, he injecteckps -- again, and he pulled a tr
some kind of steroid solution directly into theamazing amount of scar tissue fri
eye with a syringe and needle...and did it abopty eye.
every 4 weeks for a few months. (Youd be Back in August he noticed sor
amazed what you can put up with when th@ore weakness in the left eye and ¢
alternative is blindness.) | would Carol to leavle wanted to do some more laser !
the room so she wouldn't have to watch himery to cauterize more potential lea
sticking needles into her beloved husbandisut he wanted to do the right eye fir
eye; she would smile sweetly, remain seatefl.ast December he gave Carol and
and explain that it didn't huhter at all. a couple of thick pamphlets describi

I went in just about monthly for him tothe condition and the treatment, an
check me out, and one day, during the standdidve nothing that isn't thoroughly ¢
vision exam his nurse gives me before hecribed/predicted in the pamphlets.
shows up, it turned out that the vision in mw combination of diabetes and her
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Joy V. Smith in Print and Pixe| Ireland and Wales, then on to the Continent ©ruttenden.
Joy V. Smith's “Building a Cool House for Hotvisit Stockholm, Copenhagen, Berlin and the Michael “Sparks” Rennie also reportedly
Times without Scorching the PocketbookNetherlands. was handing out ribbons at the Glasgow
recently got a rave review froffhe Midwest Before leaving they wrote: “We won't béWorldcon indicating a TAFF candidacy. Fran
Book Review- it's on the Reviewer's Choicehifing a car: travel will be at the kindness oDowd'’s friends had urged her to remain a can-
list in the February issue of "Small PresStrangers and the mercy of trains and planefidate, but she announced online that her
Bookwatch." Probably not canal barge or steam-driven health would not allow it.

Joy's own blog includes helpful house hintéeppelin,alas.” The winner will presumably attend L.A.con
& links & publication news — IV, the 64th World Science Fiction Conven-

http://journals.aol.com/pagadan/JoysJournall CUFF Sends Davis to Calgary tion, scheduled for August 23-27, 2006.

Her interview of Lyn McConchie appearedNew Brunswick fan Brian Davis attended the Since the lasFile 77Q Suzanne “Suzle

in Expression$1 (July 2005). 2005 Westercon as the Canadian Unity FafPMmPkins won the eastbound TAFF race and

She has a time travel audiobodiugar Fund (CUFF) delegate. Since 1981, CUFF h&§Mpleted her trip to Interaction, accompanied

Time available on CD or cassette fromprovided the funds to bring a Canadian fafly Jerry Kaufman. She outpolled candidates

http://www.zianet.com/hadrosaur/bookstore2.fiom one side of Canada to the other to enjdyN@Z Boston Baden and Curt Phillips in a race
tml and be part of the Canadian National Scien&aat attracted 186 voters. ,

In April, Joy was interviewed online byFiction Convention (Canvention). _Randy Byers, North American TAFF Ad-
author/host Mary Rosenblum of the Long This year's Westercon “Due North,” held ifninistrator, reported that none of the three
Ridge Writers Group. A transcript of what she€algary, Alberta over the July 4 weekend, ald§ceived an outright majority of the votes, but
had to say about “Marketing via Blog” is avail-doubled as the annual CanVention and hostt@der TAFF rules two candidates were elimi-

able at; the 2005 Prix Aurora Awards, Canada’s specfi@téd who did not get a minimum amount of
http://www.longridgewritersgroup.com/rx/trO1lative fiction and fantasy award. support among both North American and
findex.shtml The Prix Aurora Awards, started in 1980EUropean voters. Chaz did not receive the

She has stories in two anthologies notonor the best of Canadian literature in botiinimum 20% of European votes required,
available in paperback. “Seediings,” abouEnglish and French, art, and fan achievemetjhile Curt did not receive the minimum 20%
plant mages, appears Magistria: Realm of “Canvention” is the title that passes to th@f North American votes. This made Suzle the
the Sorcerer.“The Princess Quest,” a light-existing convention chosen to host the award¥inner on the first pass. ,
hearted sword and sorcery tale, is among thieclaring it Canada’s national SF&F conven- Suzle wrote to the Smofs list on August 21,
15 stories of heroic fantasy in théngs of the tion for that year. Jerry and | are back from our whirlwind trip
Night Il anthology. Brian Davis is a charter member of th@hich, after Glasgow, |n"cluded Birmingham,

Joy's now at work on a story fhtagistria  Fredericton (NB) Science Fiction Society. H&ambridge, and London.” Suzle returns full of
I, and an sf anthology title@ihe Big Black. was the driving force behind inCONsequentidiaise for the Interaction committee. She wrote
She admits, “I never knew they called spadé a local convention held in 1999 that als@Mline, “We had a wonderful time and | want
The Big Black...” (Did anyone?) hosted CanVention. He has published the ré Say THANK YOU! to everyone involved

gional Canadian science fiction newsletterdith the con. We fan fund delegates were

GUFF Couple in Glasgow Fixed LinkandComet Dust treahted verylvr\:ell br)]/ the conve,ntlon, I||I|<e guests

Australians Damian Warman & Juliette Woods, S00n after the 2005 Canvention, the boaf the con althoug 1 we weren't actually. It was
were selected GUFF delegates to the Worldc&) CONADIAN, an organization that grew OUtrea‘l,l-l)-/:ggreCljatIEdl'  to thank Interacti

in Glasgow, after outpolling Sue Ann Barber©! the completion of the 1994 World Science and 1 also want to thank Interaction

: Fiction Convention, boosted CUFF by makindP" its major donation to the fund by way of

Alison Barton, and David Cake. a $500. tovering four nights of my stay at the Moat

First ol tes UKAU TOTAL House and, | understand, will also be reimburs-
Irst place votes_UKAL TUTAL ing my membership.

Sge Ann Barber 4 4 8 NAFF ) “I was really thrilled to be asked to co-
Alison Barton 2 5 7 Zara Baxter won NAFF, the National Austra- resent the Best Fanzine Hugo and Jerry and |
David Cake 3 5 8 lian Fan Fund, and in June attended ThyIacoBoth had a great time during the festivities.”
Damien & Juliet 19 18 37 the Australian National SF Convention. Baxter Fandom has also celebrated the appearance
No Preference 34 7 outpolled rival candidate Robin Pen, with ver the past year of three new TAFF reports
Total 31 36 67 total of 35 votes cast. by James Bacon, Tobes Valois and Peter Wes-

, At Thylacon Baxter had the opportunity tqgy *ringing up $1,100 in donations from the
Votes counted in the UK., 31 (29 paper, 2hair a heated discussion of e-books, and €ls€s,;thern California Institute for Fan Interests

electronic; 1 Australian, 1 U.S., 29 U.K.)where crossed paths with DUFF winnde (sciEl the folks who bring you L.A.cons).
Votes counted in Australia, 36 (19 paper, 13iclari. One observer wrote in his livejournalsc)r| gonates $500 whenever a TAFF, DUFF
electronic; 21 Australian, 7 UK., 6 U.S., labout the conrunning program item where twg, s Eg trip report is published in co’mplete’
Canada, 1 Fiji). of the four panelists had yet to chair their firsiy, within five years of the completion of the

Damien Warman and Juliette Woodssonvention, but the deficit was made up b}ﬁp or $100 for reports that appear more than
posted an initial version of their trip itinerarycontributions from two members in the audi ive’ years after the trip. .

to the guff_trip LiveJournal page. ence -- former Worldcon chair Siclari and  j5hes  Bacon wrote  and published
They set off for London on July 15. Yoweteran conrunner Janice Gelb. “WorldConNomicon”. about his 2004 TAFE

know you're in. the ﬁ. century, rea_ding that trip. Tobes Valois's :‘Tobes TAFF Ting” cov-

the second thing their shopping list for the  Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund ers his 2002 TAFF tripPeter Weston, who

Duty Free in th"e Melbourne airport Wasrapr js assembling a slate of nominees for theon TAFF in 1974 (on his third try!) and trav-
camera memory.” (The first thing on the lisygpg race. The ballot had yet to be finalized afed to the 1974 Discon, includes these events
was traditional — duty free gin.) gresstime. Known candidates for the westn his autobiographyith Stars in My Eyes:

Over the next six weeks their travels t00Ko,nq race are Bridget Bradshaw and 1/2wdventures in British Fandopublished by the
them to the Worldcon in Glasgow, Scotland, to
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NESFA Press for Noreascon 4.

James Bacon wrote online, “It is my hur
ble opinion that SCIFI and FANAC contribut |
in some degree to the motivation behind 1
publication of TAFF trip reports. Peter We
ton’s book may be an interesting case, asj
was a fan guest of Honour at Noreascon ™
but regardless | feel that the ‘bounty’ definite
is a welcome reward to the fund..... Any r§
ward is a recognition of an effort made, a®
that is very important and welcomed.” =

[[Portions of this story originally appeare
on Trufen.net]]

Iron Benn
Talk about double duty. Weightlifter Ben
Overkamp not only continues to prepare
the 2008 Olympics, he has become his teal =
. A
mature young coach and led them to a natig
championship.
Benn started lifting with Ed Bielik at Kirk
wood Weightlifting Club in 1997. Last Dece
ber, Bielik announced that he would be taki
an extended break from coaching. Benn wj
dered how he would continue his own lifting
and began to worry about the program asq"
whole. He decided to take some of the Kirk-
wood lifters, continue training, and begin

i e il

ampion Coach Benn Overkamp.

letes, qualified a lifter for the Junior NationaPnline at www.fast-forward.tv.
Championships, and six lifters for the School )
Age National Championships. vised a virtual sf hall of fame.

The School Age National Championships

The show airs on several cable systems

coaching. Benn became a USA Weightliftingiorthern Virginia as well as the city of Balti-
Certified Club Coach, worked with new athimore. Recent interviews can be retrieve

Since the first of the year they have tel

In March, writer Neil Gaiman talked to hos

June, discussing his recent bo@&hadow of
the Giant the final book in his Shadow Cycle.
Card spoke about the nature of human ambi-
tion in both fictional characters and historical
figures. Then in July, Schaad interviewed
Jonathan Lethem about his recent collection of
autobiographical essay3he Disappointment
Artist.

Every episode has additional features, for
example in July Colleen Cabhill reviewed the
WSFA Press anthologyuture Washingtan
edited by Ernest Lilly, and Marianne Petrino
reviewed the classic anime ser&y Hunter

The show has been broadcast since 1989.
Tom Schaad and Mike Zipser are producers
and on-air hosts. Associate producer Kathi
Overton handles a multitude of tasks, like e-
mailing press releases that brag about the
goodies in each episode. Book reviewer Col-
leen Cahill's day job is at the Library of Con-
gress. Anime reviewer Marianne Petrino iden-
tifies herself as “a member of anime first fan-
dom, having watchedstroboyin its original
incarnation in 1963.”

Southern Fandom Awards
Chalker, Fisher

JBck L chalker has posthumously won the
005 Phoenix Award, presented at Xanadu 8 /
eepSouthCon 43 in Nashville on April 9. The
>hoenix Award, accepted by Jack's wife, Eva
hitley, is presented to the Science Fiction

nited States with the most respected work of

g{:ofessional from the Southern part of the

were held in June at Merrillville, Indiana.TOM Schaad about a wide range of writin

Benn’s team had five lifters competing in th@rojects, including his involvement with the
13-and-Under age group, and one in the 14-#pcoming flllirrorMask He glso dlscqssed
age group. Even though for the majority of thBiS Dooks, graphic novels, writing for children
lifters it was the first time traveling to com-directing his first film & Short Film About

pete, and in some cases the first time they ha@hn Bolto), and his wildly popular web log.
competed against others, the Kirkwood Weigtfccording to Gaiman, posting on the |ntern%

e year.

The Rebel Award was also presented at the
2005 DeepSouthCon. Naomi Fisher received it
in recognition of her special contributions to
Southern Fandom.

Had he lived, Chalker would have had the
easure of serving as toastmaster at this year's
eepSouthCon. Eva Whitley wrote online, I
&M grateful he won but you have no idea how

lifting team came away national champions. about his everyday life can lead to some o
Benn is also a full time student at Websténd humorous moments: “You'll be doing

University with a 3.8 GPA. He went to Japaf©ok signing for people and a total strang ; .
in Septer)llwber to study for a year throughpth\@i" ask you after your cats by name or as uch it would have meant to him to have got

Webster University Foreign Study program@Pout the living room carpet or whatever it wa n this award when he was alive (say, in 1996,

: » which was the last time we came to a Deep-

He has arranged through the Olympic Co-ffiat you putin there.” . SouthCon). But | appreciate the love that was
program to train with Japanese Weightliftingf Mike Zipser's interview of Connie Willis “ . - thig." PP

ed P :

team while he is there. out the April episode, delving into her he - .
Benn's mother, Jenny Evens, asks fans Yi§Ws on comedy, her fascination with histor)é&j Thosef. et'.'g'b'e f‘f)r tthe Phoefn'x .Awﬁrd o
support Benn as he prepares for the 20@8d research, and the special challengesé?}'ence chon of fantasy Brofessionals wio

i i ite writing a novel about near-death experiencdVe: at some point, resided in the South;
Olym&)'_(ﬁt')eGn?] t\(/)erc“t?)rvfi)t;g/te. and Ii?e after death. P Wwhose professional work reflects on the South

Schaad returned in May, talking to Write. ' a posjtivg way; or who have demonstrated
FI’OiS McMaster Bujold aboalt her b(g)lol?,ala- mendshlp W'th Souther.n.f.andom through sup-
Hin of Soulswhich received both the Hugo andort of regional fan activities. It may be given
"Nebula awards for Best Novel. Bujold deposéhumously.th Rebel Award. N i Fish
Weribed how 16 century Spanish court history y winning the REbel Award, l\aomi FISher
%%ifluenced her in the creation of her Chaliorh)z’llanceS the family mantelpiece which already
niverse. She also provides insight into seveiéh?lds the 1993 Rebel Award won by husband

Died and Gone to Sercon Heave
Fast Forward: Contemporary Science Fictio
is the monthly half-hour television series abo
the genres of science fiction, fantasy, and h
ror produced by leading lights of Baltimor
and Washington DC fandom. What a gre

, h ) Key characters from the novels, discusses dg: Patrick Molloy. They have a tradition of
entrée the show gives them to spend time wi

iis of the theology of Chalion, and talk aring these kinds of fannish achievement,
the most interesting personalities in the fiel .

: : - iaving also jointly won DUFF in 2001.
today. If | could have worked on a show ”kefot\)/:/):(; |t_|huen1next book in the seriethe Hal The first Rebel Award was given at the

this when | became a fan, I'd have been in Orson Scott Card was Schaad's subject 64 .D.eequuthC.on. Its history is retolq by
heaven. uy Lillian 1l in a fine article available online
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at http://www.smithuel.net/sfchb/hbp2reb.htmimarathon August 21 at the Alamo Drafthous8t. Louis submitted a bid in time to appear on
in Austin, TX. The Alamo Drafthouse is fa-the ballot. The St. Louis bid remainatimost

Hamit's New Play Staged modus for.dits (:jinbner-and-rtnot)/ieAcompinfationsrél:noppggeél when site selection voting began at

and considered by some to be America’s nurGascadiaCon.

. by ,B,ay Area TrQUpe . ber one movie theater. It took only a few min- On Friday of Labor Day weekend during
Francis Hamit's new drama "Memorial Day" 5 to sell all 147 tickets to this special eveithe 2005 NASFIC, Chaz Boston Baden filed
premiered over the May 13-15 weekend at the,se menu was inspired by Middle-Earth anithe necessary paperwork to qualify San Jose,
Masquers Playhouse in Point Richmond, Calghere Chef John Bullington served frequerA as a write-in bid for 2007. His concept was
fornia. Betty Baker Bindner directed the progeais on a schedule calculated to warm a hdor a 3-day "Relaxa-NASFIiC" (is there any
duction. Hamit describes “Memorial Day” as gy peart: other kind?) to be held the weekend before the
poignant look at patriotic small town veterans - pjro; preakfast: Fresh Hens eggs, nio&orldcon in Yokohama, with programming
whose minds, hearts, and lives are deeply afjspy hacon, grilled mushrooms and orangsanned to be a Japanese culture tutorial/how-
fected by their memories of military servicegjce to in preparation for going to Japan the follow-
concluding, “The play is not so much an anfi-" gecond Breakfast: Strawberries and Crearing week. The last-minute campaign changed
war play as it is pro-soldier. Elevensies: Pan Seared Sausage and tofiitde: in light voting (161 ballots case) the final

toes with cheeses, cabbage and pickles tally was:

Medical Updates Luncheon: Braised Spareribs with mashed Archon 31/St. Louis 115
Vancouver fanAl Betz suffered a heart attackpotatoes, roast carrots San Jose 27
in March. He underwent open-heart surgery a Afternoon Tea: Baby greens with garlic None of the Above 11
week later, with doctors replacing his aortiblackberry vinaigrette, cheese herb galette, No Preference 8
valve and doing four bypasses. By May Al waserved with tea cookies The winning St. Louis bidders will piggy-

back in excellent humor, proven by various Dinner: Stewed Coney (rabbit) with taterdyack the NASFIC onto their annual Archon.
comments in his letter BCSFAzinevhere he carrot, and leek, fresh garden herbs with cruskystead of the usual fall date, the con will be

promised that the new valve will probably lasbread held August 2-5, 2007 — a month before the
10 to 15 years, “So you are stuck with me for Supper: Swirl of tomato and spinach souglapanese Worldcon. According to bidder Rich
some time yet!” wild mushroom crouton, apple pie Zellich, “This is to allow fans from outside the

John Bangsund well-known Australian The creativity is contagious. Somebody iSt. Louis metropolitan area to attend with their
fan, suffered a stroke on February 18. Bruadready selling an unofficial Hobbit Feast tfamilies before the fall school sessions start,
Gillespie posted online that the mostly affecteshirt that shows restaurant icon Big Boy — witlhnd puts us a month before the Worldcon in-
that part of the brain whichfurryfeet. stead of a month after it.”
controls speech. Movie-themed menus are one of the regular They will use Archon’s usual venue, the

Late in May, Sally Yeoland reported orattractions of Alamo Drafthouse theaters, an@ollinsvile Gateway Center and adjacent
Trufen.net, “[He] seems to have made a fuither examples of Chef Bullington’s work —Holiday Inn. They will have two additional
recovery from the stroke, and is enjoying domenus forKing Kong and Charlie and the ballrooms in the Gateway Center for expanded
ing cryptic crosswords and the latest craze @hocolate Factory- can be found online. Theprogramming, with construction of the new
Sudoku. He has recovered enough that hedesmand for tickets to the LOTR event was swing scheduled for April 2006 completion.
keen to drive again. [...] The next stage medpigh they will rerun the event in November. The announced guests are: Featured GoH,
cally is to have the abdominal aortic aneurism Among their other events with appeal t&lizabeth Moon; Artist GoH, Romas Kukalis,
fixed. This was first diagnosed some 1&ns is this one reported by Craige Howlett oledia GoH, voice actor Billy West; Gaming
months or so ago.” Smofs, “They have also decided to deiefly GoH, Hex Games; Fan GoH, jan howard

Joyce Worley Katz had an angiogram in marathon which was listed on their web siténder; Costuming and Filk GoHs to be an-
May, followed by an angioplasty procedurelike this: ‘Warm up forSerenitywith all 14 nounced; Toastmaster, Robin Wayne Bailey;
Arnie Katz posted on Trufen, “The doctothours of the beloved TV show on the bigMasquerade MC, Vic Milan.
expressed great satisfaction about the successeen with trivia, prizes, Chinese swearing Membership information is on the conven-

of the procedure...” lessons, special Chinese menu items, atidn website at:
In May, Doug Friauf had a pacemaker putmore! We're going to watch all of the epi- http://www.archonstl.org/31
in. sodes of the original show (in the order they

In July it was announced to St. Louis fanwere supposed to be shown in, not the wacky  \Westercon Site Selection
dom thatDavid R. Verseman former Archon mixed up way FOX decided to air them) on thg,, jose won the 2007 Westercon Site Selec-
Chair and StLSFS club member, has terminklg screen. And we're going to learn how t@qn election held in Calgary. The San Jose bid

cancer. Local fans were given contact informawear in Chinese too!” polled the vast majority of the ballots express-

tion to use if they wished to visit. [[Originally appeared on Trufen.net]] ing a preference, with 82%.
Howard DeVore re-entered the hospital in Westercon ’60 “Gnomeward Bound.”
August to take care of “an undisclosed ail- St. Louis Stands Off boasts three charismatic headlines: Writer

ment,” but was out again before Labor Day. i i i Guest of Honor Tad Williams, Artist Guest of
He wrote online: “I spent six days in hospital, Last-Minute NASFIC Rival '

fluid on lung and thousands of bucks of test&) 2007 NASFiIC loomed on the horizon immetonor C‘I;]hgrtgsaMMgth.er, and Fan Guest of
No major change so | got report. Some dan diately after fans chose Japan to host t%or,l,?r brls ;]e.m Cd UItLe' inf ti b
in doing anything so | didn’t.” DeVore, Wh(?WorIdcon in that year. NASFIC — the North dem ?hrs ° §n~t ° t'er ormation may be
will be one of the 2006 Worldcon guests ofimerican Science Fiction Convention — ',§°“?m 0?/ fenwe/3| eta. 60/
honor, had heart problems a year ago. provided under the same World Science Fic- NUP-//Spiil.org/westercon
tion Society rules that govern Worldcons,
Hugos, and where Ben Yalow spends Labor
ay.

Competing bids for Ocean City, MD and St.

Louis, MO were initially publicized, but only

My Dinner With Sauron
Meals fit for a hungry hobbit were serve
while fans watched théord of the Rings
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Graphic Examples
by Mike Glyer

Fans who were disappointed after lag
year’s Worldcon that Steve Stiles didn’
claim the Best Fanartist Hugo felt he wa
disadvantaged by not having a website
display his work to voters. That obstacl
has been eliminated from the 2005 rad
because now there isstevestiles.com
Steve Stiles in caricature poses besi
a buxom friend promising a site “loadec
with sophistication (as you can see fro
the broad in the foreground).” And Steve
delivers in six colorful segments -- Com
ics Articles, Computer Art, Fanzine Art,
Fanzine Articles, Professional Art and
Links. Bill Burns hosts this site and re
ceives big credit from Steve for providing
help and encouragement. i
Comics Articles: Stiles has collected
75 articles he wrote about all kinds o
comics for CollectingChannel.com in the
days when Arnie Katz was at the helm.
Computer Art: With help from his
Mac, Steve can play around with colorfu
imagery that once he could only do wit
rare colored ditto masters.
Fanzine Art: Thumbnails of 33 fan- |
zine covers are displayed to click on an
see the full-size version. Steve’s work has
appeared everywhere in fandom, from clas- .
sic faanish zines to Worldcon progress ﬁt_eve Stiles. Photo by Chaz Boston Baden.
ports (“Crabs of Our Solar System” for
ConStellation PR 2.)

Fanzine Articles:But wait, Steve is a bril-

“Harrison Country.” Without a doubt,
people visiting this site to see Steve's art
will also leave with a new appreciation for
his written work as a humorist and critic.

Professional Art: Three dozen thumb-
nails lead to full-sized examples of his pro
comics work, for example, “Mind Siege!”
published in Kitchen Sink’s horror title
Death Rattle Steve selected a page that
includes tuckerizations of [Barry] Smo-
troff and [Don] Keller.

As you can tell, Steve didn't need the
do-it-yourself kit | had in mind. But if a
visit to his website whets your appetite for
more things Stilesian, friend Google can
help you out. A search of the eFanzines
site alone returns 115 links to documents
with Stiles references, such as “The
Trickle-Down Theory of Dr. Fandom” by
Ted White inApparatchik 72 an article
inspired by experiences working at the
same company with Steve.

Elsewhere on the web you can find
examples of his pro art that are not col-
lected on Steve’s own site. Lambiek.net's
Comiclopedia has two examples, one of
them fromThe Adventures Of Professor
Thintwhistle And His Incredible Aether
Flier, a strip he did with Dick Lupoff for
Heavy Metal(still available from Fanta-
graphics Press).

Hugo nominations are nice, but egoboo is

Steve says on his site that he has done oliant fanwriter too. He offers a wide selectioreven better -- so take advantage of the e-malil
4,000 pieces of fannish artwork since his firsif his fanzine articles, led off by “Art School.”address listed on Steve's new website to per-

cartoon appeared i€ry of the Namelesm

It was originally published itMimosa and its sonally tell him how much you enjoy what

1959. “It was ghastly beyond belief...” Stevgoe Mayhew illustrations are done in a homagde’s doing.

insists. | guess when you grow up to be a brite Steve’s underground style. Most impressive
liant artist you are sensitive about these thingss Steve’s report of his 1968 TAFF trip, titled

Lasting Impressions of Fandom

Milwaukee Ditto Airport Milwaukee. Advance memberships

Titanium DVDs

Not all the names on the Ditto 18 flyer are@r® $35. For more information contact Henryj o rraine Tutihasi is the source for DVDs of
recognizable. Bottle cap inspectors LaverndVelch at 1525 16th Ave., Grafton, WI 53024,cqrfly Titanium, the 2005 gathering of world-

DeFazio and Shirley Feeney? Hardware cor’ &-mail him at Welch@msoe.edu.
sultant Howard Cunningham? These must be . .
Milwaukee neos who are helping a Ditto com- Vancouver Confidential
mittee headlined by “Brewmeisters” HenryGarth Spencer, long-time editor of the Van-still

wide fanzine lovers. It is a 3-DVD set (Region
1). With postage within the US -- $10.50.
There are also DVDs of Corflu Blackjack

available, a 2-DVD set (Region 1). With

and Letha Welch. The whole “Brew Crew” couver club’s prolific BCSFAzing recently postage within the US -- $7.50. Both sets to-
will welcome fanzine fans to the October 14-announced he is at work preparing a candidaggether will come to $16.50.

16 gathering, with LaVerne and Shirley joinedto succeed him when elections are held at the Price covers cost of media, postage (first
by a few better-known fans including Trinlay club’s general meeting in October 2005. Un<lass), and shipping supplies. Price may fluc-
Khadro, Henry Osier, Greg Rihn, Georgieder Garth's leadershigCSFAzinehas given tuate depending on media and shipping costs.
Schnobrich, Dick Smith, and Leah Zeldesencyclopedic coverage to a wide range of faayment may be made by cheque (US dollars)
Smith. interests, and boasted a very lively letter coler by Paypal. Contact Laurraine to order at

Ditto 18 will take place at the Best Westerrumn. laurraine@mac.com
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ROANOAKE, YA
FEBRUARY
25-27, 2005
REPORT BY

H. L. DRAKE

David Drake L. E. Modessitt, Jr.

By late Saturday afternoon 599 persons hg@ally’s War, co-authored with John Ringo),contributor toThe Fantasy Writer's Compan-
registered for Shevacon 13 held at the Holidajulie Goodman Hetaera contributing author ion), Jana Oliver (host of two radio shows,
Inn Tanglewood, a suburb of Roanoke, Virto The Fantasy Writer's CompanipnSharon novels includingDragonFire and The Sum-
ginia. Shevacon is a science fiction, fantasyee (co-authoring with her husbar®tout's moning Stong and Laura Underwood (a li-
horror and gaming convention for the whol@rogress, Local Custom, Crystal Soldjer brarian and author of at least 60 published
family (plus two dogs—four-legged kind—thatJohn Ringo (collaborative novels and severahort stories and novels such/xsl Magister,
| saw), held February 25-27. The writer gueshdividual ones such aghere Will Be Drag- The Black Hunter
of honor at the 2005 convention was L. Eons, Emerald Sea, Against the Tidé. E. All panelists agreed with Bud Webster that
Modessitt, Jr. Several additional authors wendodessitt, Jr. (numerous novels includifige small presses and independent publishing are
in attendance and selling their books, includingowers Of The Sunset, The Magic Of Recluosgtally important to the SF and Horror genre;
David Drake and Eric Flint. The Octagonal Ravgn David Coe (several e.g., these are the only places for anthologies
The 6 p.m. Friday panel presentation titledovels includingBonds of Vengeance, Rules afr single-author short stories collections to be
“Dude, Where Did the Science Go?"[in sciAscension, Seeds of Betrgyahd Tee Morris published, as well as offering venues for new
ence fiction/fantasy] consisted of David DrakéMorrevi: The Chronicles of Rafe & Skanaauthors. Stephen Pagel said that readers turn to
(many books in the fantasy/SF genre, includingillibub Baddings and The Case of The Singmall press publications for material that the
the Hammer's Slammersseries and The ing Sword. The number of persons on thidig New York commercial publishers do not
Dragon Lord, Steve Miller (co-author with his panel exemplified what | considered a flaw imffer. Tony Ruggiero told the audience that he
wife of the Liaden Universeseries and many Shevacon’s programming; most authors apvould be eternally grateful to the small presses
other short stories and books), John Ringo (pearing at conventions are talkers and | wé®cause without them, he would probably
Hymn Before Battle, When the Devil Dancespmetimes confused and frustrated by so mangver be published. Laura Underwood said that
Hell's Faire and several novels in collaborapersons talking/bantering/arguing and throwa small press offers her opportunities to do
tion with other authors), Stephen E. Coblng out one-liners within any one sixty minutevhat she wants with her writing; she has more
(Bones Burnt Blaclkand Plague at Redhogk time-frame. freedom and does not have to do “cookie-
and Alan Wold (published nine novels, several According to Julie Cochrane, a “kick buttutter” writing. Underwood also made the
short stories and five non-fiction books aboutabe” is a young and busty woman youngoint that now there are “bean-counters” in big
computers). In answering the panel's topi@nough to hold a 14 year old boy's interestlew York publishing companies, instead of
authors agreed that some SF writers have giveomodman added that such a woman takeslitors; these publishers must sell approxi-
up hard science, or, simply died off. Few areharge of a negative situation with which shmately 50 percent of their copies so, they must
doing the Hal Clement approach anymores confronted. Ringo defined a “kick butt babe&ccept manuscripts on that basis. Panelists
getting a neat scientific idea and writing @s being capable, adapting to various situagreed on some downsides to small press and
story around that idea. Ringo said that a sensens, conquering adversity and overcomingidependent publishing: money, marketing/
of wonder has gone in relation to science amabstacles. Coe said that a “kick butt babe” istribution, budgeting and copy-editing. Small
technology. He also maintains that not enoughhatever his wife tells him it is! presses are heavily represented at SF confer-
hard scientists have entered the field of SF The 8 p.m. Friday “Small Press Publishinggnces in order to advertise their books and
writing. Allan Wold told the audience thatpanel also suffered from having too manguthors.
people reading SF today are more sophistiembers for the one-hour time limit. How- Friday night's 10 p.m. session titled “What
cated than 50 years ago. Steve Miller addeer, many good points were made by BuBihould Good Fantasy Do?” got to the matter of
that what used to be a sense of wonder in stifebster (short stories; e.g., “Frog Level” irwriting and reading fantasy. Those sitting on
entific paraphernalia is now common for manjnterzoneand non-fiction articles, one for thethe panel were: Eric Flint (short stories and
people. And, Miller said, if we are losing readtwo-volume Supernatural Fiction Writers,"? many novels written independently, such as
ers maybe they are “home-tinkerers” of theiEdition), Stephen Pagel (President and Senidother of Demons, Forward the Magand the
own scientific and research projects. Editor of Meisha Merlin Publishing), MichaelBelisarius series in collaboration with David
“Kick Butt Babes” as heroines in SF wer@ederson ( publisher-editor of the semiprozin®rake), Jana Oliver, David Coe, L. E. Modes-
defined and discussed—if not defended—bjth Degreg Tony Ruggiero (several novelssitt, Jr., Julie Goodman and Tee Morris.
Friday's 7 p.m. panelists: Julie Cochranéncluding Team of Darkness, Mind Tragnd Good fantasy at its best is escapism, accord-
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ing to Julie Goodman. L.
Modessitt, added that goo
fantasy entertains whil
making readers think. Ang of maybe straightening
Modessitt said, if a write 8 - : V-, myself out. This panel
merely informs, he/sh¢ k SN & e 5 was comprised of Steve
doesn't get published i A, . 3 . Miller, Jana Oliver,
Good fantasy for Jan | Julie Goodman, Paul
Oliver involves something Dellinger (many short
compelling in the story an stories published, script
characters that grow a writer of a radio series,
| o co-author of a nonfic-
affected by the decisiol AN - 2 = tion book on UFQO’s in
that they make. Eric Flin g the Whytheville, Vir-
made the observation th ginia area), Peter Prell-
realistic literature is a suj witz and Tee Morris.
genre of fantasy. Flin Steve Miller began
maintains that fantasy i this panel's presenta-
how all literature bega tion with what sounded
and there is no clear divi to me like excellent
ing line between science'Kick Butt Babes” panelists Julie Cochrane, Julie Goodman, Sharon advice: Do not assume
fiction and fantasy. Modes- ee, John Ringo, L. E. Modessitt, Jr., David Coe and Tee Morris that the sale of one story
sitt is a trained economist or book will change
and he finds that most SF stories contain bétought up-to-date on the subject. This panelyur entire life; live the rest of your life out-
economics! Modessitt is looking for an SFnembers were Laura Underwood, Tee Morrisjde of authorship. According to the panel,
author who will answer: How do you put thevlichael Pederson and Peter Prellwitz (noveommon mistakes made by new writers are:
science in this story into production in the reahcluding The Science of Magic, Promise Tide)ot reading other authors’ works; procrastina-
world? David Coe told the audience thaHorizons. tion in setting up a regular schedule for writ-
speculative fiction’s strength is that real life The panel's first job was to tell us whying; don't always argue with editors/ publish-
issues can be handled outside of the ways wfiters should publish electronically. Prellwitzers who want changes in a manuscript; the
our real world; speculative fiction is a lensaid that he enjoys electronic publishing benisconception that when a contract is signed
with which to view issues in our everydayause a writer doesn't need an agent and isthe author has finished working. Tee Morris
lives. Eric Flint has two basic ingredients imequired to work through a complicated distrisaid that new writers should not forget the
the fables that he writes: he tells stories of on¢gition process. Michael Pedersoriéh De- following three basic verbal ways to communi-
upon a time and he informs his readers of thgee semiprozine is published on the web agate in public, including bookstore signings:
moral behind each story. well as in hard copies and, therefore, he cdRlease”; “Thank you”; and, “Hi! How are
This panel spent some of their time discuspublish more new writers. Laura Underwoogou?” Jana Oliver said that it is important for
ing alternative history stories and novels thafaid that she achieved success as a publisiesv writers to sit down and listen to higher-
are a popular sub-genre in the field of SF. Erigovelist with electronic publishing, after tryinglevel professionals at conventions. Steve
Flint is a formally trained historian; it takesto get published by the big name publisherdliller said that the best advice that he received
him longer to write alternative history becausgs far as Underwood is concerned, electronis a beginning author was to write three or four
of the research that he feels is necessary foublishing offers a wider audience for heshort stories and then do a novel. According to
such stories. Modessitt's alternative historyork and more markets. Prellwitz, new writers should respect their
series, theGhosts of Columbijais based on The panel discussed further advantages readers by not cutting corners; e. g., use factual
ghosts being real and this can be proved lyectronic publishing: the various e-book readscience upon which to build a story—attention
physics; he maintains that ghosts are physiaals now available provide excellent portabilityo detail is crucial. Panel members seemed in
phenomena that are found throughout all &6r readers; e-book readers usually carry agreement that if a writer begins a story and
human history. Tee Morris said that he has lotfictionary program which allows readers téhen does not like istop writing your readers
of fun writing fantasy with real history set-quickly check the definitions of words and geton't like it either! All panelists agreed that a
tings. This panel concluded by considerinpack to the story; writers reach internationalew writer should not worry about the word
whether or not good fantasy can deviate frogudiences; e-books can be designed to beunt for a short story or novel; write the story
the standards (tropes) of fantasy. Flint saisrinted in hard copies; e-books have the advaand finish it.
that, yes, a writer may deviate from the tropgage of impulse buying for the current genera- The idea of researching science in science
of fantasy, he writes science fantasy and altafen seeking instant gratification; readers cafiction and alternate history stories is vital,
nate history tied closely to the Christian religelick on hot links that many e-books haveaccording to the authors who comprised the
ion with Devine powers intervening. Juliemany major libraries are checking-out e-bookganel on “Researching Your Story,” which was
Goodman agreed that a writer can deviate fropn readers and cancel the entire book whennigxt on my agenda at 1: o'clock Saturday.
the basic fantasy tropes; but, she said that fag-due. Panelists agreed that right now, makiriganel members were Tony Ruggerio, Eric
tasy tropes are used to reach a commonalityritoney from electronic publishing is questionFlint, Allen Wold, Stephen E. Cobb, David
order to arrive at a sense of comfort for reacble. Pederson offered the idea that “€5oe (novelsBonds of Vengeance, Shapers of
ers. The panel did not provide a clear list dfommerce” in general, has not yet found thRarkness, The Outlandgrsand Sharon Lee
fantasy tropegper se right money making business model for pubtco-authoring stories with her husband, Steve
Because | have had some experience lighers and authors. Miller).
“Electronic Publishing,” | attended that session | know that | have been making mistakes in On the question of when to do research,
at 9 a.m. Saturday morning in hopes of beingriting. So, | purposely attended the 11 a.nfharon Lee said that at a point in her manu-

Saturday session on
“Top 10 Mistakes New
Writers Make” in hopes
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script when she knows that she must che¢
facts, she puts brackets around the wor(
[LOOK THIS UP]. David Coe anticipatesf
some basic material that he must research I
fore he begins a book, then, researches as| |
goes along in the manuscript. Allen Wold's
formal training was in research; he keeps r
search constantly in his mind as he write
Wold uses brackets for subsequent items t
need to be checked and keeps on writing. E
Flint begins researching a year ahead of time
he is going to write a historically based stor
while writing he uses capital letters “NOTE” at
items that need to be checked later and keep$Small Press Publishing” panelists Bud Webster, Stephen Pagel, Michael
on writing so that he doesn’t break his train ofPederson, Tony Ruggiero, Jana Oliver, and Laura Underwood
thought. Stephen Cobb reads nonfiction for fur
in his everyday life and, thus, he thinks that hBominion Historical Revie)y L. E. Modessitt, Jana Oliver, Greg Eatroff, L. E. Modessitt, Jr.,
doesn't have to do as much research as Be&eve White Forge of the Titans, Demon'sand David Drake. Modessitt said that our mod-
otherwise would have to do. Sharon Lee’s rul@ate and other novels co-authored with Davigrn fantasy has everything coming out well at
of thumb is that the devil is in the details antlVeber) and Tom Kratman (instructor at théhe end of the story. But, in Norse history and
an author must get the details right. Flint cauarmy War College in Carlisle, PA and authotiterature, said Modessitt, things do not end
tioned that what a writer sometimes thinks isf A State of Disobedience, Watch on theell for humans. The panel spent some time in
going to be simple in research, turns out to hinewith John Ringo). discussing Celtic, Greco-Roman, Japanese,
more complicated and time-consuming than An example of alternate history stories i€hinese, Arabian Nights, and Germanic influ-
expected. David Coe echoed Flint’s point bfhe Ghost of Columbiseries by L. E. Modes- ences in contemporary fantasy novels.
saying that he often gets caught up in researsitt, Jr. Although alternate history has been The 5 p.m. panel titted “Has SF Changed
and doesn't get his writing done. around for many years, alternate history seerSénce Star Trek” was a Trekkie minutia can
On the subject of research sources, panelisishave expanded as an SF sub- genre in §m top this approach and the last program that
agreed with the following: the internet is googbast 10-15 years. Why is this? Because of itsttended at Shevacon 13. The panel consisted
for quick research but is untrustworthy antisense of wonder—what if?” according toof Vickey Holt (short stories, novels—
must be substantiated by multiple sources; ardodessitt. Eric Flint said that alternate historyengance is Mine-and nonfiction) in her
sometimes, a children’s non-fiction book cais popular because there is a shakeup now wijthiate’s costume, Tony Ruggiero, Michael
be helpful because they are usually accuraténerica’s technology and industry and read?ederson, Peter Prellwitz and Gregg Eatroff.
and are not cluttered with minutia. On thers’ are uneasy about this. Also, Flint reminded The panel was quickly overcome by ques-
question of how much is too much researcleyveryone that the big commercial publishettions and statements from the audience and a
Flint said give only that amount of researcheldave stopped historical fiction as a genre; thusge-for-all ensued which could only be prop-
factual data to enable the reader to follow the lot of readers have drifted into SF. Gregrly appreciated by those who have watched all
story. And, continued Flint, if the author hagatroff listed three types of alternate historyepisodes of the original “Star Trek” and “Star-
some really interesting data, then put it in th@) straight alternate; (ZFonnecticut Yankee Trek: The Next Generation” television series.
story using no more than two paragraphs.  type stories in which a character tries goings someone who doesn’t give a rat's butt
The 2 p.m. Saturday afternoon session whack to change history; and, (3) aliens about whether or not Spock should have been
the most vociferous audience and panel emagic history, which is different from ourcommander of the Enterprise while Kirk
change of all the programs that | attended afvn. mopped the decks, or that William Shatner is a
Shevaconl13. The topic was “Alternate History: During Saturday's 3 p.m. session of-minus—or, at least nothing higher than a B-
Plausibility vs. Exoticism” and presenting‘Anglo-Saxon Influences on Modern Fantasylevel—actor...| did take away some basic
authors were Eric Flint, Greg Eatroff (editor ofsreg Eatroff told us that modern fantasy i&leas that answered the panel’s title. Yes, SF
FAANS.COM and his fiction and nonfiction strongly influenced by Celtic culture. All au-has changed since the “Star Trek” mass me-
has appeared i€hanging the Timeand Old thors on this panel write at least some fantasyia/mass hysteria phenomenon; SF is in a con-
stant state of flux. Both “Star Trek” television
series introduced tremendous amounts of peo-
ple to the SF field. Those shows popularized
an optimistic view of the future, while showing
better factors to be found in our human race.
“Star Trek” helped SF to become more accept-
able among mainstream publishers and read-
ers. And, an outstanding factor now, the “Star
Trek” series delt with morality. Panelists and
audience members agreed that currently, there
is no television show that sparks interest
among an international public as did “Star
Trek.” Eventually, an SF television series will
become as popular as “Star Trek” and will not
have to compete with fans remembering the
original series. Because of “Star Trek”, SF is
here to stay!

“Dude, Where Did the Science Go?” with David Drake, Steve Miller, John
Ringo, Stephen E. Cobb, and Alan Wold
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only exist for this pur- were a treat for jazz buffs, and they would
pose.” crowd into the small building behind the house
Rapp married well- where Cy kept his record collection. Charles
known fan Nancy ShareBurbee, a friend of Cy's since the 1940s,
-4 in 1961. She preceded Artjoined them now and then.
.. in death on May 4, 2002.

Mike Farkash
y & Cy Condra Michael R. Farkash, 53, died June 9 at his
The passing of long-time Granada Hills home. Farkash had been ill and
LA fan Cy Condra on was under a doctor’s care when he died.

OBIZ 2 IARZES November 30, 2004 was  Growing up, he was one of the many proto-
first announced at afans from the San Fernando Valley in the late
LASFS meeting in March. Condra’s widow,1960s, and | first saw his name in a magazine

Bill Bowers Helen, wrote: from the young adult arm of the LA Public

Bill Bowers died April 17 after several years “I hope you will forgive me for letting so Library that published our reviews. | met him
much time go by before writing. As you mayat an organizing meeting for a convention his

f failing health and t le with hy:
o tailing hieath anc a stugge wirh emp y%now, Cy died November 30. On Novembehigh school friends wanted to put together. |

sema. Bill had been living in an assistant livin ; . . ; . ’
facility and put most of his immense fanzin 3, | found him on the floor seemingly lifelesswasn’t quite ready to become an actifan, but
collection in storage, selling it bit by bit on ut the paramedics managed to get a heartblss Fhan a year later we had a]l Jomgd LASFS.
eBay with the help of Mike Resnick. a}nd he was put on life support; but too much. Rip Rense’s .wonderfull inlne trl.bute con-
Bowers co-published th@ouble:Bill with time had gone by and when it was removed, lt@ned th|§ incisive description of hls appear-
Bill Mallardi in the 1960s, culminating iffhe slipped away. As he wished, there' was no mance: “This was a roly-poly guy Wlth a soft,
Double:Bill Symposiuma milestone publica- ™ © ' 1 @ I s er v i c e . insistent voice, protubera.nt soft-boiled egg
tion in which 94 writers and editors responded “Since it was so unexpected, there wases thqt stared at you like Nosferatu, dgrk
to a questionnaire, creating a fascinating mdauch unfinished business to take care of amedvy hair (when he had it), and a slow, loping
saic of sfin one of its most vibrant eras. Christmas activities were put asidewalk that prompted his indefatigable friend
Bill went on to publish over 70 issues of “Family and friends were important to CySpott Paul to occasiona!ly hum the theme mu-
Outworlds during the next three decades gnd his file cabinet has folders filled with bitssic from the old Alfred Hitchcock Hour.”
perennial Hugo nominee. He was the ,’:aq){ family history. Thanks for keeping in touch  Farkash often worked at local papers pub-
Guest of Honor at the 1978 Worldcon in Phod-N 7 0 U g h the y e ar s . "lished on the periphery of Los Angeles: the
Aix. | knew Condra back in the 1970s when weow-defunctSimi Valley Enterprisethe Ven-
Stephen Leigh's online tribute insightfully"Ve"® both part of the Petards, a rotating-hoiira County Starthe Antelope Valley Press
called Bill “a man of lists. who recorded the?@'ty group that included Dean Grennell, Davthe Santa Clarita Signaland The Hollywood
books he read, the moviés he saw, the worH’é“an' and Dave Locke as well as a number Beporter where he continued to freelance until
he published; who wanted nothing more tha\SFSians. Meetings at the Condra homhkis death. At those publications, he worked as

to live surrounded by the books, the music,
the movies he enjoyed so much; an intensely

private individual who would still rip open brilliant album certainly helped (he wadg
his heart and display it publicly in his fan- Fred KUh_n very, very talented --- h)é shoﬂld hgve had|a
zines...” By Tim Marion career at recording his music).”
Tim Marion recalls Fred Kuhn, who passed As Fred Geobold, he hosted "The Light
Art Rapp away April 29 at the age of 61. ~ Show" on WBAI. The show featured live}
Art Rapp died at the age of 80 on March 24, “Just writing  musicians, improv groups, comedians, ag-

to tell you about  tors and professional wrestlers.
Fred Kuhn. For

the last few
years he was thi
receptionist  at
WBAI  (New
York Pacifica
radio). He was
the writer, prin-
cipal singer an
leader of the

2005. He had been under care for Alzheime
for several years.

Rapp’s focal point fanzine&Spacewarp
originally premiered in March 1947, 8 pagef
of hectographed prose. By 1950 the zine was
coming out every two weeks and being dig
tributed to 125 readers. Rapp’s military ser
vice in the Korean War ended that phase ¢f
the zine's existence. When he returned, he
continued publishingpacewarpas an apaz-
ine in SAPS. )

Among his many claims to fannish fame), group  Light,
Art was the promulgator of “Roscoeism,” ong Who recorded an album in the late 70s
of fandom’s many burlesque religions. As which Freff kindly provided the artwork),
described by Harry Warner il Our Yester- | @lbum of horror and regular folk songs. |
days “Roscoe was Art Rapp’s revelation, ¢ had apparently been suffering from b
gay young beaver who is invisible, protecty cancer for a year (had I known, | would ha
fans wherever they may be, can be seen fij- tried to pay my respects while he was S~
ing his spaceship across the sky on Indeperjd- alive). He was a fixture at many of the I
ence Day, and must be toasted on his birth- gional conventions I went to along that ting
day, Labor Day, at worldcons, which really] It took me a while to appreciate him;

(7]
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with plans to become a medical laboratoridands of Scorpio,” was set for an April re-

researcher. lease, so Norton’s publisher, Tor books, rushed
The StLSFFS made a donation to the Mis-to have one copy printed so that the author,

souri University College of Arts & Sciences inwho had been sick for almost a

memory of Rick. Missouri University hasa  year, could see and hold it. “She took it and

tradition of honoring enrolled students who  said, ‘What a pretty cobalt blue for the cover,”

died during the academic year. They held a said Jane Jewell, executive director of SFWA.

memorial service for Rick and several other

students on April 11 at which they added a James Doohan, RIP

brass plaque inscribed with Rick's name to the

existing memorials and rang the bells of Com,ments by Mark R. Le.eper

Switzler Hall. [[The obituary column rarely contains any-
thing with a lighter touch, but Mark Leeper

Bobby Gear, 1942-2005 ll‘(c))\L/JQg ;it\(/)vr?])g in the following tribute to a be-

Barbara Ann Butcher “Bobby” Gear died June  gcjence fiction fans will miss James Doo-

| 25, from cancer..A premiere member of thgan who played Phil Mitchell in the 1953
fandom’s costuming culture, she won awar anadian] TV series “Space Command” and

at every level including CostumeCon ang,ng died the morning of July 20, 2005. The
Worldcon. In 2004, she and her husband Marjyuse of death was pneumonia and Alz-

. ) were part of the “Not the Usual Unusual” prespgimer's disease. Doohan was 33 when he
Michael R. Farkash, playright. entation that won the Best Humorous award gfeated the role of Mitchell and was rarely able

) . . the Noreascon Four masquerade. to escape the science-fiction type-casting from
an editor, entertainment reviewer and reporter. she often served as masquerade judge, R poirr)n of his career on. La>tlre3r it pla?/ed .

Farkash's passion remained science fictiofirected the Masquerade at BucConeer, e action films as the 1965 filsatan Bu
Though frustrated in his attempts to break intpggg Baltimore Worldcon. She was also distinyy,e following year he once again was invo?ved
print, he was the author of numerous plagished as a fanzine editor, receiving a nomith science fiction with a part in the TV series
performed in small theaters. He also wrote alihion for the Best Fanzine Hugo in 1986 forstar Trek.” Several other action or science
produced a direct-to-video film "Street Vendner Greater Columbia Fantasy Costumer§iction films followed many of which were
ance” (1997). His stage plays often concemesy;iid Newsletter connected with the “Star Trek” series. But to
topics like the cryogenic preservation of heads  Bobby Gear taught™grade social studies. (he real fans of the genre he will always be
or astral projection. __ Elspeth Kovar wrote online that Gear waphj wMitchell. | just haven't been able to find

One of the plays Farkash had writteReaching school up until five weeks before herany of ther.n[{Re rinted from The MT Void
“Stolen Time,” was advertised as “about alieQeath. Gear suffered a stroke just before Ba|t772272005 numbeE 1292]] '
abduction, salvation and the joys of reptiliagon this year, and was diagnosed with cancer ’
sex.” It's clear his rich sense of humor continghortly afterward. She remained in hospice
ued to find other outlets long after he becamecare for her final weeks.
less active in fandom. Friends gathered to celebrate Bobby's life

) August 6 in Columbia, MD.
Ray Gish

Ray Gish passed away July 31, of prostate Al Turner

cancer. Gish was an active Phoenix fan foj Tyrner, a frequent guest at Midwestern
decades known particularly for his service ogonyentions, reportedly died of a self-inflicted
Arizona con committees as art show directogynshot on May 1.

the position he served on the 2004 Phoenjkttp:/www.livejournal.com/users/seantaclaus/
Westercon committee. 153612.html).

Gish was a factor in West Coast fanpolitics Tyrner was an artist in several mediums,
over the years. He campaigned with Termpgendary for building a life-size spacecraft
Gish, then his wife and chair of the bid, for gnterior in his basement. He was strongly inter-
Phoenix in 1993 Worldcon. (It was won byasted in martial arts, trained in Japanese
San Francisco). Ray and Terry two songyordsmanship, and also medieval-style arch-

David and Sean. ery using an English longbow. He is survived
by three daughters.
Richard Hubbard
St. Louis fanRichard Alan Hubbard, 52, of Andre Norton

Columbia, Missouri passed away February Rndre Norton, 93, the “Grand Dame of Sci-
after he lost his battle with esophageal cancefizce Fiction and Fantasy,” author, poet, editor,
In the fall of 2004, he had been inducted intgnose published works span seven decades,
the Archon Hall of Fame in celebration of higjied in her sleep of congestive heart failure in
25 years contributing to St. Louis Fandom. HRer Murfreesboro, Tennessee home, early
is survived by his wife, Robin, and daUghte‘Thursday morning, March 17.
Corrine. _ “Norton requested before her death that she
Richard worked for 30 years as a medicgbt have a funeral service, but instead asked to
laboratory technician. He was enrolled as g cremated along with a copy of her first and

full-ime student in Biological Sciences departrast novels.” Her last complete novel, “Three
ment of the University of Missouri-Columbia
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THE VERY LATEST MEWS FROM NOREASCON 4
Dy. Mikic Gly.eh.

Glad To Be At Noreascon 4: (1) John Hertz; (2) Joe Haldeman; (3) Forry Ackerman; (4) Deb Geisler, N4 Chair

The Bloody Hugo: A week before No- omit when making my prediction around Guyappreciate a re-enactment of the way Luke and
reascon 4, Jim Hudson asked for the loan billian.) Biggs chased womp-rats through the canyons
one of my Hugos. He was sure he’d bagged all Wednesday: Holding the Bag:Since my of Tatooine. He hurtled into the Big Dig tunnel
52 Hugos to complete his exhibit, then cametugo had gone on ahead by UPS, | was stoward downtown Boston on the bumper of
disappointing e-mail from Audrey Price-premely confident there were no bomb-shapethother taxi, matching the other cab’s ran-
Whelan: “The only one we can't bring is theobjects in my luggage when | arrived at LAX. domly swerving course, then changed lanes to
1989 Noreascon 3 one. It got very rusted and Airport security was unconvinced. | wapursue freight trucks at speeds that only made
lost some parts from cleaning ladies and togiulled aside, my bag opened and its contergense if he really did have a way of disintegrat-
dlers over the years, so it ended up in the bagaspected. Three times a guard swabbed cottmg them at the last second to avoid collision.
ment. It's pretty much trashed. Luckily thasquares inside the bag and ran them through alt all nearly ended within sight of my desti-
should be an easy one for you to find frorshemical analyzer. She said the tests kept indiation. The driver rushed upon two cars block-
someone else.” cating there was some kind of suspicious resing our path, then braked so tentatively he

Not so, Jim actually had a terrible timélue. | decided not to helpfully volunteer that imust have supposed at the last second he was
borrowing a Hugo from the last Boston WorldJune my suitcase passed customs without ingeing to rotate the cab 90 degrees and drive
con. Remember the Noreascon 3 Hugo basignt in Turkey, Greece and France. After 20etween them. Apparently this was just a spe-
decorated with glass marbles and brass stui@nutes of watching this, a supervisor cameial effect, for we actually stopped before
with its conic cross-sections, including th@ver and told the guard the equivalent afrashing. A few moments later | was in front
green “toilet seat” shape that appeared to réFhese aren’t the droids you're looking for,"of the Sheraton Boston standing on wobbly
volve around the rocket? and allowed me to catch my plane. legs. Getting there was not half the fun of this

Jim talked over the problem with N4 Chair- In the waiting lounge | saw two assistanté/orldcon.
man Deb Geisler. She said, “Well, you knowpushing Forry Ackerman’s wheelchair to the Christian McGuire waited at hotel registra-
for purely nostalgic reasons, I'd love to havgate. It was Forry's first trip to the Worldcontion to help with any problems, clearly visible
Glyer's. | left some blood and part of a fingerin three years, a gallant comeback after twia the throng because he wore a soft hat cov-
nail on that one (and got a lot of glue on mife-threatening ilinesses. He recognized mered with convention badges and ribbons, the
from reattaching bits).” Every owner of an N3&nd made a couple jokes. (“A beard in thill panoply of smoffish knight-errantry. |
Hugo knows how fragile they are, so it's interhand is worth two in the bush” - that's a jokegdidn’t tell Christian my cab story, everyone
esting to find out the problem started beforéight?) Joe Moe said appreciatively that thalready at the hotel must have his own, maybe
we ever got them. committee had sent Forry the tickets. | saidorse than mine.

Diana lovingly prepared my Hugo for itdhat was a great thing for them to have done. Keith Kato came by the check-in line and
debut, polishing the rocket and using her glu@Vhen | checked, they claimed no credit folet me know that his 30 anniversary chili
gun to fasten a loose marble to the base. Theflding so.) party would take place after the Hugos. Yum! |
shipped the Hugo to Laurie Mann. Now | Flying Finish: | didn’t tell my taxi driver | did a quick mental calculation -- yes, it was the
could be certain of bringing home a Hugavas on the way to a science fiction conventioil974 Westercon where | first experienced a
without having to win it (a detail I'd be sure toso | don't know why he seemed to think I'dKato chili party, fragrant smells radiating
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through the hall outside his Francisco Torrgseople to registration and reading our schedeming in October. Lee said its first Official
dorm room, despite a towel stuffed in the doorutles. Collator, Dian Pelz (“Bruce told Dian to do it")
sill. Yum! Guy Lillian Il passed with a cartload ofwas still active on The Cult's e-mail list. We

Where’s Registration: Thursday morning | stuff for the Fanzine Lounge. Despite the manyamed various fans in connection with early
was ready to get my badge and begin colledimes I'd rehearsed the taunt in my mind, wheAPA-L history, and soon found ourselves car-
ing all the other ephemera we bring home froithe opportunity came 1 couldn’t bear to teltying on a Len Bailes appreciation program,
Worldcons. | traced the steady stream of fafBm about my guaranteed Noreascon Hugespecially for his unforgettable (by the other
with nametags to its source. Rounding into thearry and Fuzzy Pink Niven stopped by. Jinthree, who saw it) impersonation of Ted Johns-
Hynes Auditorium, | passed the securittffoung and | conferred on employment taxone at a LASFS Halloween party where the
checkpoint and entered a main hallway. | exssues. | laughed at his t-shirt’'s motto, “Théheme was “Come as another LASFSian.”
pected there to be a sign pointing to my destdnly Good Republican Is An Irish Republi- Where the Streets Have No Namdt was
nation. Surprisingly, there wasn't. can.” Craig Miller broke the news to me thatime for me to follow the directions to the Con-

In the middle of the hallway was a whol¢his Noreascon wasn't doing silly badge ribeourse that I'd been repeating to others, “Go
bank of monitors. | looked to see if they disbons. Evidently this surprise did not render map the escalator to the second floor.” The esca-
played convention information. Nope, theypeechless, because | told Craig everythingator ride still reminded me of the rocket gang-
were running slideshows of wildflowers. Craighought about a Worldcon committee thaivay in When Worlds Collideas it had at No-
Miller came along and asked, “Where’s Edgarvould squelch one of its members most faeascon 3.

G. Robinson, isn't he dying in here?” Mymous talents. Noreascon 3 invented the Concourse out of
search was over anyway, because underneathA colonial drum corps hung around waitingnecessity. The committee had been forced to
the monitors was the entrance to registration.for directions to opening ceremonies. Deplan everything in the Hynes because the 1987

Which was incredibly efficient. In less timeGeisler came to give them. When Deb she s&#®oskone had incited the Sheraton to ban sf
than | used to write down Craig's joke, | hagne said, “Thank you for loaning the Hugaconventions. Litigation made the Sheraton
my membership badge and was at the progranophy | got blood on.” Thank goodness Debonor its contract for the 1989 Worldcon, how-
participants’ desk where Saul Jaffe handedade sure mine stayed together all the wawer, most plans for using the Hynes were kept
over the rest of my stuff. home from Noreascon 3. She spared me theplace.

Poaching and Perching:Next | wanted to notoriety Connie Willis inflicted on another The 1989 version of the Concourse pre-
take a leisurely read through all the publicawinner, telling everyone how “Charlie Brownsented in a unified way many of the World-
tions and plot out the rest of my day. Where st one of his balls.” con’s smaller happenings that formerly got
sit? The outside hallway was pretty bare, no Kevin Standlee inspected my Hugo nomiucked into hotel corridors and small meeting
surprise if you know what decorators chargeee pin and ribbon, saying the committee hadoms. One of the Hynes’ big halls was dedi-
for benches and such. There was an empigne well to make the rockets on each loakated to the Concourse, divided by a few ave-
table and chairs near the escalators that lookalike. Somewhere along the way Jamie Kresaies of carpet, along with some couches, artifi-
like it had the potential to turn into somethindeft, and the vacant chair attracted Lee Gold wal plants, and other cheap decorations. The
official later, but was presently unoccupied. $top for a chat. Unfortunately, the moment shaspiration of the Concourse has been repeated
poached one of the seats, and repaid the losat the chair tumbled her right on the floor. Shet nearly every Worldcon since 1989. Like
by directing everyone who came askingyas okay and promptly climbed back in thenany brilliant inventions, in hindsight it seems
“Where’s registration?” saddle. It turned out not to be an isolated inodbvious.

Jamie Kress, daughter-in-law of Nancyjent, because these rented chairs did the sameNoreascon 4 didn’t name the carpet avenues
was not deterred from using the other emptp other fans throughout the con. in the Concourse, and | missed that extra touch
chair just because a graybearded fan was Lee and Barry Gold, Fred Patten and Nloreascon 3 had given them, names like
parked at the table. We took turns directintplked about the 4Danniversary of APA-L, “Warp Drive” and “Alice Way” (a reference to

their Alice in Wonderland bidding theme.)

) The Fanzine Lounge occupied prime real
I AskeD THem, estate right inside the hall entrance. The

; “Lounge” was simply a space partitioned off
RBarT GIVING by two-foot-tall pipe-and-drape. The pillars
Yod A in the fanzine lounge were decorated with

{ posters of witty quotes. The first one | saw
Parol = read: “My novel had all the marks of a best
\ seller, except failing to sell. — G.R.R. Mar-

tin.”

John Hertz did heroic duty getting it set
up, assisted by Pat and Roger Sims and oth-
ers. Keith Lynch arrived, as always wearing
his collected Worldcon name badges as a
chain, one that has finally grown so long that,
to keep from stumbling on it, he must carry it
in one hand like the fold of a toga.

Across the aisle from the fanzine lounge

@) was a half-acre of small tables and folding
V=n chairs. Some fans stopped there to eat the
* personal pizzas and wrap sandwiches they

bought from the concessionaire. It was also

an easy place to sit down with a friend or two

and talk until the time came to see a panel or

- TItEY Re
STl
LAVEHnG!
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Leading Men: (1) GoH Terry Pratchett; (2) Hugo host Neil Gaiman; (3) GoHs Peter Weston and Jack Speer; (4) GoH
William Tenn. Photos by Keith Stokes, used by permission.

event. In a little while the auditorium doorsHoax Exhibit curator Seth Breidbart has also
That's where | took Cheryl Morgan aside topened and we found seats. | didn't hear l®een a conspirator in these productions — and
say | had just reaimerald City #10&nd once single complaint about the delay all weekendne must share discredit where it is due.
again had been impressed with the zine and He already written (in my Millennium Phil- If you're the kind of person who doesn't
writing. | told her it deserved to win a fanzinecon report) why people don't really wantbelieve in coincidence, you can smugly nod
Hugo, but a few things were holding it backOpening Ceremonies to start on time anywawhen | point out that the next person | talked
Cheryl listened patiently to my suggestiond.ike Philly, Boston satisfied everyone by runto was Sharon Sbarsky, who I'd hoped to dun
Who knew my advice would work so quickly?ning late. for a list of the silly ribbons produced by the
Just 48 hours later she won the Hugo. Note to There was time to enjoy the novelty of twaommittee. She astonished me by saying there
self: Use this power only for good! large video screens running multiplex-theatewas only one silly ribbon, and she left me
John Mansfield and Don Ayres soon joinestyle ads for panels, dances and other evergsessing who had it.
us. John was promoting his own idea: “Have ‘&Ve want you to join Noreascon Tech. Like to Thursday Programs: | went up to the
Retro Hugo for late issues.” I'd be in the runwear black?” The slides used a variety dflynes third floor on one of those tall escala-
ning for that one. Don made a pun about sajfaphic styles that all looked good and suiteibrs that seemed to reach heavenward to a
dom publishing, and | reminded hiBelden’s the medium. window on the sky. A couple of angels hap-
Plan had already been used. Don looked over When Deb Geisler came onstage the actipened to be passing, Teddy Harvia and Diana
my shoulder and observed, “Cy Chauvin jugiegan. In the balcony, two trumpeters playedThayer, so | followed them.
walked in.” Remarkable: mentiorSelden’s fanfare. Then the patriotic drum corps marched SlideshowTeddy was on his way to a one-
Plan and its editor suddenly materializes. Not&, a collection of men and women who lookedhan panel that he said the committee hadn’t
to self: Use this power only for good! unnervingly like clones of Jay Kay Klein. Petold him was a slide show, so in effect, he was
Opening Ceremonies: Major events are ter Jarvis joined Deb onstage to pass the gawdout to do a radio broadcast about his art
“must see” for those of us who like to writefrom TorCon 3. Deb set it aside and producezhreer.
long Worldcon reports. Cheryl and | walkecher own giant gavel. This signified either that Fortunately, Teddy is an excellent story-
together to the Hynes Auditorium about fivall things would be in great order at N4, or thaeller. He gets a lot of practice because he lives
minutes before starting time and ran into abeb had borrowed her leadership style fromnly three miles from Brad Foster and they get
obstacle. Hundreds of fans stood outside tlemedian Gallagher and large watermeloris compare notes on a lot of fannish subjects.
closed doors of the auditorium in a growingvould be an endangered species at the con. The two once debated what kind of artwork
line that circled the wide atrium where the Concourse, Part II: A false front deco- faneditors want most. Brad said nudes, Teddy
escalators ascended. The line soon extendaded as a colonial-style tavern named “Theaid cute aliens. So they put it to a test. Foster
back into the hallway we had just traverseddended Drum” created a triangular space in@rew a nude with a dumb caption. Teddy drew
The Winnipeg Worldcon avoided such scenerner of the Concourse beside the Fanzime alien with a clever caption. They sent both
by opening the doorsvo hoursahead of time. Lounge. Fans could go there for a beer, watdartoons out. Teddy admitted, “The nude was
“It's a glitch,” said Priscilla Olson coolly asthe big video screen or live performers. published first.” More surprising to him, the
she passed. (Not her glitch, as far as | know.) Tom Galloway was on his way to a panéaneditor who published it is a woman!
| offered to let Larry Niven jump the queuepn Al (artificial intelligence) with four other  Artists need their share of recognition, but
but he preferred to find his wife (and sucpanelists named David. Tom said he was goiradter winning a Hugo in Glasgow Teddy was a
ceeded). Cheryl and | compared notes, litete get the obvious joke out of the way — quobit deflated when a woman told him she was
ally, agreeing it is delightful when we get tdng Hal from2001 | was surprised he thoughtglad “an Australian” had won it. It seems she
use exotic words like “queue” in our reports. that was the obvious joke, but it turned outad seen so many of his cartoons with marsu-
Lois McMaster Bujold passed by wearing @om hadn’t seen Spielberghd, whose robotic pial characters that she assumed he came from
distinctive necklace composed of a large nunprotagonist is named David. the land Down Under.
ber of Hugo nominee rocket pins, and a few | wandered over to the Concourse’s public- Teddy has actually spent the past year con-
other pins for Nebulas and World Fantasyse internet area to check how my SimLeagwentrating on his writing. He has decided that
Awards. Reportedly, Bujold had paid a jewelebaseball teams were doing. Badly. Elsewherehis approach to fiction and artwork are similar
to make the pins into a necklace, and as fadiscovered the Hoax Exhibit, a table displaying that he also writes a novel a scene at a time.
were enthusing over it Bujold told them, “lhoax convention newsletters. | was interested Your Dream Conventior: joined Andrew
can’'t wait to see Mike Resnick’s face.” to see | had produced half the zines on displajorter, Roger Sims, Dave Howell and TAFF
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winner James Bacon in creating a conventinn
with a $20,000,000 budget where money w
no object -- or was it still?

Bacon made the panel with his quick v
and his Irish charm. His dream conventi
GoHs would be Alan Moore, J.K. Rowling ar
Tim Burton. Porter said Rowling wanted not
ing to do with fandom and asked how |
would get her to agree. Bacon started count
imaginary money, “Ten thousand, eleven thc
sand....”

| agreed that money would be the lubric:
to get some dream guests or program pari
pants. And with an unlimited budget we cou
finally do a proper Hugo base. Peter Westo
company that makes the rockets also ma
hood ornaments for Jaguars, and who wo
mind getting their award in the same format
Hugo with a Jaguar attached?

James Bacon planned a lot of special tre
for his con. Every member would get a ca
vention trunk and a batman to handle it. Y:
could specify what's packed inside — whiske
chocolate, signed first editions. There'd be
sweatshop making masquerade costumes
demand.

Porter wanted to hire a train and tour L..

ripping out the pages for the day and folding
them to fit in his pocket.

GoH Event: On Friday night, Noreascon'’s
“Time Travel Machine” sandwiched together
GoH interviews conducted by Peter Weston
with Retro Hugo presentations emceed by Bob
Eggleton.

Dancing bobby soxers put us in a retro
frame of mind. So did an explanation of Bob
Tucker’'s traditional, alcoholic
“Smoooooooth!” Eggleton delivered the first
couple of Retro Hugos, Best Fan Writer to Bob
Tucker (accepted by Keith Stokes) and Best
Fanzine toSlant accepted by Joe Siclari and
James Bacon.

Peter Weston interviewed guest of honor
Jack Speer, mentioning he had seen Speer
jumping in the bouncy castle at the 1995 Glas-
gow Worldcon. The youthful Speer in turn
reminded Weston, who didn't know, that
Speer’'s famousFancyclopediais available
online.

The Retro for Best Professional Artist went
to Chesley Bonestell, accepted by Eggleton.
The announcement that John W. Campbell
won the Best Professional Editor was followed
by a pregnant pause. “Not here!” shouted An-

country, bringing the Worldcon to every greathere was one department head who's not oliew Porter.
fan who was prevented from traveling, anentidepressants?” Peter Weston led guest of honor William
hiring all the medical support they needed to Fan Gallery: The corridors of the Hynes Tenn through great stories about H.L. Gold
enjoy the con. He and Roger reminded everyhird floor were quite wide enough to set exand John W. Campbell.
one that it's the people at the con who makeliibits in the middle without interfering with  Clips were shown from the Best Dramatic
great. the heavy flow of people to program roomsPresentation nominees. People applauded
Dealer's Room: As advertised, the dealer'sThe Fan Gallery and Christine Valada's venewhenThe Best From 20,000 Fathorbg off a
room was full of books. The bonanza began able gallery of writer photos created islands dighthouse, butlt Came From Outer Space
the front door, where Larry Smith’s island okisual interest for people walking the length ofeminded us that in 1953 the effects were often
new hardcovers and paperbacks dominated tie building. (For the first time ever, someontess than special. Craig Miller accepted for the
scene. | picked up a Bujold novel | didn't havatole one of the photographs from Christine’winner, War of the Worlds.
and, while waiting to pay, talked to Sallydisplay.) Chaz Boston Baden really distin- Weston interviewed guest of honor Terry
Kobee and Joey Grillot. | was so absorbed iguished the Fan Gallery by blowing up somBratchett, complimenting him on being
the conversation | almost got carried away aruf the fan photos to poster size. He varied theawarded the Order of the British Empire.
shoplifted the book. While we’ve heard storiegay to day. The poster children included JanBratchett admitted the title is less significant
about thefts at conventions, | wonder howvilson Anderson in a masquerade costumspw that there is no British Empire, but in-
often Larry Smith has distracted customerShristian McGuire in a tux, a Japanese fan @isted there is still one piece of empire left, "...
sheepishly come back later to pay him. traditional attire, etc. a little island in the middle of the ocean with
Ariel Shattan and | talked about childrear- Secrets Revealed in the Fanzine Lounge: puffins on it. Those puffins damn well have to
ing. She had in hand a program participamt the Fanzine Lounge Paul Pesico was quido what | say!"
ribbon for her 12-year-old, who was running @ing Milt Stevens about whether Don Fitch's The Best Related Book f@onquest of the
game in Children's Program. A conversatiomearing loss is congenital. We didn't knowMoon was accepted by Pat Molloy and later
about child discipline took off from the quesPaul left wondering what kind of insensitiveransmitted to a space museum in Huntsville.
tion of what kind of kids we wanted ours tdouts could know somebody for almost 4(larke’s “Nine Billion Names of God” was the
turn out to be — a little weird, like ourselvesyears and be unable to supply these persomdhning short story, Blish’'s “Earthman Come
but still very nice to be around... details. Home” and “Case of Conscience” winners of
Friday Program: When Fandom Hurts: We tried to overcompensate for our igndhe novelette and novella Retros, respectively.
Elaine Brennan, Geri Sullivan and | mightance by immediately listening to some secret Weston bantered about Terry Pratchett
have prepared to talk about obituaries, feudsfo about national intelligence. This mainlybeing on his knees trying to get a Hugo, and
and the SFWA Emergency Fund, but in hindeonsisted of hearing Bill Burns’' explain howhaving told Terry “If you want a Hugo it won't
sight | suppose it should have been obviousg once sold the CIA a copy of Paul Linecost you any money at all. All you have to do
that a panel by this name would attract peoplarger’s book on spying. is write ascience fictiomovel.”
who wanted to tell how fandom has wounded Milt decided this was the right moment to Pratchett’s skepticism must be forgiven —
them. So there was a lot of audience participghare a secret of his own. The Noreascontie very next moment, Bradburyfahrenheit
tion. Elaine had good insights. Geri had gregbmmittee produced a bulky, 8-1/2 x 11, 110451 claimed the Best Novel award.
empathy, as when she asked this rhetorigghge program schedule. Milt Stevens (and Saturday Programs Not SeenThere was
question about a con she’d worked: “Whatany others) would have preferred a scheduseme great stuff on Saturday’s program, and it
would it be like to chair this convention iffits in a pocket. Milt got what he wanted bywas all in demand. | planned to see Mark
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Leeperet alon a “Great Moments in SF Mov-from the ordinary run of commercial fantasway Captain Nemo would have liked it.
ies” panel, but every seat was taken. A scieneet available in tourist towns from Cambria to Considering afterwards what | noted, the
panel across the hall was stuffed even fuller. Eureka Springs, a few stood out like Trudgroup seems chosen to justify my tastes as they
| wandered the corridor of the Hynes thir@Rosenberger's pyrograph word picturesyere when | first saw these pieces years ago. |
floor and found Chaz Boston Baden admiriniylarilyn Pride’s wonderful miniature acrylic can hardly argue now that Jeff Jones’s art was
Filthy Pierre’s Worldcon guide from thepaintings on stones, and Margaret Orgatess incredible, or Richard Powers’s paintings
1980s, saying it is full of “Best Practices” thakean’s print “Hunting A Theorem” with its evoked any less emotional response. And was
are never followed by East Coast Worldcons. compelling S-shaped composition. Daphnthere really no Walotsky on display at all?
Chaz was filling the vacuum for silly rib-Gould's excellent jewelry included “ForestActually no, according to the catalog posted at
bons. In his box were ribbons saying: Hot BiPools” made of green new jade, aventine, alde N4 website... though | could easily have
polar Babe, Vanilla Pride, Space Cadet, Spapearls. overlooked him because it's true | am still
Cadette, Gender Outlaw, LASFS Member, Noreascon 4 hosted a student sf&f Higmore impressed by representational art.
Death Will Not Release You, HerbangelistSchool Art Contest. | realized | had a tendency Re-entering the main art show | could see
Seeker of Ghu, Unofficial Hoax (for Sethto enjoy the humorous efforts more, becauskat Jody Lee was asking merely $4,000 for
Breidbart), Beefcake, Cheesecake, Firsther kinds of subjects depend more on sutking's Dragon,” a very attractive arrange-
Church of Roscoe, Pretty Boy, Flexible, Panessful use of technique. A clever example wasent of a door hinge, constellation and knight
Galactic Minion, Jailbait, Burning Fan,“A Donut’s Life,” showing a chocolate dough-mounted on a white dragon. Karl Kofoed's
Straight But Not Narrow, 2d Generation Famut with hands and legs, carrying a briefcase fGalactic Geographic Display”’ consisted of a
and 3d Generation Fan. one hand, then walking its éclair-shaped daggries of illustrated articles based on sf and
Not jokes by any means, | was amused lpgfore getting into a coffee cup-shaped car. xenological ideas. Mike Conrad is a master of
Noreascon’s official child care ribbons Continuing to roam, | enjoyed John Aeye-grabbing, colorful scenes that seem to
“Comet,” for a child permitted to go and comeStebnicki’'s “View From A Starliner,” Aaron jump out at you from the paintings.
back, and “Satellite,” for one who wasn't. Campbell's “Dead Knight,” oil on paper show- Unlike some conventions, it took me awhile
Accompanied by a sign on a six-foot-taling an armored figure fallen in a snow-coveretb find anything pedestrian in this art show. |
pole announcing “Village Tour,” John Hertzfield, and H. Ed Cox’s “Modest Fairy,” captur-haven’t written about any of it, to save room
led a group and pointed to me as an exampleinf a very interesting facial expression in afor the good. For example: Jill Eastlake’s quilt,
heaven-only-knows. oil-on-wood composition. “Friendship Star.” Barbara Armata’s “Journey
Kathi Overton stopped listening to her radio | toured the Retro exhibit of memorable sbf the Sorceress,” where characters are hang-
long enough to give me the inside scoop aart on loan from collectors, many works dising onto a shattered mast in an ocean of violent
IRS video training: it'salwaysrewritten at the played beside the prozine issues in which théyrquoise waves (gouache on watercolor
last minute. Then she had to move on: “Theriginally appeared. John Schoenherr’'s “Wingsoard). Michael Dashow's painting “In the
voices in my head are telling me...." of a Bat,” a flying dinosaur in shades of ochreSkeleton Forest” depicts a young girl fleeing
Keith Stokes, mercifully remembering I'dFourteen superb pen-and-ink interior illustrathrough monstrous skeletons, all incised with
been unable to decipher the advance cluisns for Double Starby Frank Kelly Freas. scrimshaw, leaving you to wonder is she more
about the KC in '06 bid, made sure | knew KQohn Berkey's “Cloud Walkers,” of a hot airafraid of the bones or whoever decorated
would have “an important announcement” oballoon decorated as a voracious green shatttem? B. L. Black displayed preliminary
Sunday. flying above galleons on a glassy sea. Schoesketches made in the white space of a conven-
Art Show: | turned in my bag at Securityherr’'s cover art for a Pern dragon riders stortion daily newzine — | knew they must be good
and for my claim check was issued half of thEd Emshwiller's “Season’s Greetings” of alierfor something....
two of clubs. kids watching a four-armed Santa hanging Concourse:In the food service and eating
In a row of sculpture the breathtaking cercandy canes on a tree. Dean Ellis’s iconic redrea, one of the tables became headquarters-in-
terpiece by Chesley nominee Johanna Y. Klylanet-on-black-universe cover foMartian the-field for Bobbi Armbruster, Glenn Glazer,
kas was “The Colony Ship Oengus Oc,” mad€hronicles. Schoenherr's pen-and-inks ofNancy Cobb and the rest of the Facilities Divi-
of multicolored wood and standing over sixharacters in Garrett's “Too Many Magicians,’sion. They attracted lots of other visitors, too.
feet tall. reminiscent of Rembrandt's portrait of theThis late in the convention folks at the Facili-
Even if many technically well-made arDutch syndics. Tim Kirk's “Three Baroqueties table in the snack area were a bit giddy.
show entries were not easily distinguishe8paceships” with lots of glass windows, th&/hen a Revolutionary War marching band

Looking to Party: (1) James Murray and Margene Bahm relaunching the KC bid; (2) Dave Kyle; (3) Mike Glyer.

Kansas Ciry
N 2009 |
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“I'm hoping | can stay awake. |
didn’t get much sleep last night.”
James Bacon was genuinely
nervous about his assignment to
present the Best Fanwriter Hugo. |
assured him nothing more was
involved than to wait at the po-
dium until Martin Hoare took the
rocket out of his hands. Well, and
correctly reciting the names of the
nominees. We quickly verified
that James could pronounce them.
Hugo Ceremony: My seat in
the nominees section was near
enough to Rich and Nicki Lynch
that | could hear Michael Burstein
quizzing them about the 1992
fanzine Hugo mixup.
Fanhistory: (1) Joe Siclari, James Bacon with James White’s Retro Hugo. (2) Cheryl Host Neil Gaiman’s material
Morgan accepting Best Fanzine. (3) Erwin Strauss with his Special Committee Award. included a warning against using
bad language during acceptance
passed by, Glenn Glazer insisted to Bobisiid that Boston had smoothed some of tisgeeches. (If | lost, was it okay?) Throughout
Armbruster “No, it's pipe andrapé€” sidewalk bits since the 1989 Worldcon. Buhis monologue he kept flicking his tongue
No wonder they were giddy. During lastvhen trying to use the T, the light rail systengvery time he paused to let his setup line sink
night's artists reception Glenn had caught there was a gap between the car and landiifg which was rather alarming when magnified
rodent. Holding it by the tail, he carried it outhat once caused him to lose balance and tip a 20-foot-tall screen.
of the reception past the con chair, conventiaver. The First Fandom awards were introduced
center manager and chief of security, who Dana Siegel said the party was out of hby Keith Stokes and the Zelliches. Dave Kyle
backed up a step. Glenn smirked, “Shortiwater. Although | saw enough smofs to get argresented the Big Heart Award to Filthy Pierre
before | gave him a ‘burial at sea’ in the men’son in hot water, John Hertz avoided that b§trauss, who came onstage to a standing ova-
room, | named him Nemo.” going for water himself. tion. Not much later he was back on stage to
There had also been the problem that the Hugo Nominees Reception:When they get a Special Committee Award, presented by
cake for the artists reception was supposed itdgroduced the Hugo base artist and showed tfieny Lewis.
say “Noreascon 4" but the baker left out the Cbase in public for the first time, Charlie Brown Robert Silverberg reminisced about the first
After the con, TR Smith told about her owrsmiled across at me. He's done this too ma®d@ years of Worldcons, momentarily veering
encounter with the Hynes: “At some pointimes to get excited. And wasn’t he going to bisto some “Liars Panel” material as he pointed
during the Masquerade, the engineer in thiaking one home soon, anyway? out, “Only two of us have attended all of them.
Hynes (who was enjoying it tremendously) Regardless that almost every Worldcomhe other one is Connie Willis.” I'm sure that
decided it was too good not to share amibes the same, | believe it is a wasted opportwoke Connie up.
flipped a switch. Fans channel surfing in thaity when committees wait until the nominee When the Campbell Award nominees were
Sheraton Boston were quite surprised to seeception to unveil the Hugo base. Committeggad out by Stan Schmidt | paid attention to the
the Masquerade show up on their TVs. Sherahould be showing off the work of art they'vevolume of cheers for each of them, which
ton management had told us there was no feiedested such effort and expense to achieveroved to be no predictor of the winner, Jay
from the Hynes into the Sheraton, so at owrsing the image as a recurring motif from theake.
wrap-up meeting, we told them where to looktart of the con to build anticipation for the Norman Cates presented the Best Fan Artist
to see the video and audio cables clearly ruawards. Hugo to Frank Wu. Fan Writer Hugo presenter
ning from the Hynes into the Sheraton and that Scott Lefton was justly proud of his Hugalames Bacon followed my instructions and let
the Hynes engineer controls them.” design, mounting the rocket on a spindle dflartin Hoare do the heavy lifting. Before Jack
At an afternoon tea in the Fanzine Loungéaquered brass flames, 16 pieces in all. (8peer could finish reading the Best Fanzine
James Bacon boasted about his growing abilityould have made the Platonic ideal Hognominees, the winneEmerald City flashed
to decipher US state abbreviations, correctéward, the parody always described as @nscreen. This year it was Peter Weston's turn
naming the states on the badges of variousoden base that looks as if the rocket has justrelay the Best Semiprozine Hugoltocus
fans. On the other hand, the Irishman couldrtaken off. Lower budget artists usually setti@he first winner of the new Best Dramatic —
resist mistranslating the place abbreviated dor scorching a spot in on top of a woode®hort Form category was “Gollum's Accep-
Mark Plummer’s badge, UK, as the “Ukraine.”block.) tance Speech at the 2003 MTV Movie
| saw Ro Nagey for the first time in years. My decision to grow a beard was fully reAwards.” Ironically, the Hugo acceptance
He’s living in the UK, too — Wales in his casepaid when Robert Silverberg walked past smispeech was a generic talking-head video with a
Ro was at the con with his wife, Heather. Theing in approval as he gestured at stroking higokesman reading Peter Jackson's grateful
married in December 2003 and live in heown beard. words. The Long Form Hugo also went to
home area. We looked over the posted copy of DUFF winner Norman Cates looked quit€eter Jackson, foReturn of the King(Now
George Flynn’s newspaper obituary, and disike James Bond in his formal white jacketremind me why we split the category?)
believed its report that George had ever bedohn Hertz went all-out, with a top hat he col- Winning another Best Pro Artist Hugo, Bob
young enough to be a child prodigy. lapsed and carried under one arm. Eggleton once again galloped to the stage, his
Doug Friauf always rates how navigable Connie Willis claimed to be worried thatmane flying. Jack Dann had to accept Gardner
Worldcon facilities are in his wheelchair. Heshe might nod off once the lights went dowrDozois’ umpteenth Pro Editor Hugo because
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Dozois had been forced to miss the con by gening at lunchtime. that there was a Mrs. Heinlein before Leslie,
auto accident. Host Neil Gaiman wondered After my shift | spent the next few minutesnd that Bill Patterson would be upset if he
how to carry on after winning the Short Storadmiring Jim Hudson’s Hugo display. | no-said the name of the first Mrs. Heinlein.
Hugo, and decided to set it on the floor besideed Whelan's 1984 Hugo base had been Fred has been busy transferring the audio
him. The name of the Best Novelette winneglued back together, while Gilliland’'s along-tapes of his old radio shows to CD. These in-
Michael Swanwick, was flashed before preside was still pristine. terviews with sf pros included James Blish. He
senter Catherine Asaro could open the enve- Ron Salomon was posing for a photo witbffered a copy to Blish’s son, who was at No-
lope. The evening ended after Vinge won Be8rian Aldiss and John-Henri Holmberg. reascon to attend the Retro Hugos. The son
Novella and Bujold accepted her Best Novel On my way to the TAFF-DUFF auction, Isurprised Fred by saying he had a copy of the
Hugo. passed Michael Sinclair and Chris Barkleyld tape and, in fact, recognized Fred’s voice.
An extraordinary number of people haéach standing in a different long autograph Before | had to leave for the airport | spent
packed themselves into the Hugo nomindime. The fans in one line told me with convica few more minutes in the dealer's room look-
seating, and now many of them headed for thien they were waiting for Connie Willis toing for a book Diana would want. Joe Moe was
official Hugo Loser’s Party hosted by Glassign their books, yet at the head of the linethere and asked how Forry was holding up.
gow. Two elevators had been dedicated twindred yards away someone else was signir8urprising well — he was outpacing Joe, telling
deliver them to the suite, then one broke dowh.don’t know how that worked out. Perhapsim at 10 he wanted to be here, at 11 he
Jim Mann took groups around to a freight elddetter than my plan to see the fan funds aueanted to be there, and at noon somewhere

vator. tion: when | arrived the room was alreadglse.
Upstairs, Janice Gelb was on the door turjgammed and Peter Weston was enthusiastically After Hurricane Francis, Pat Sims was ex-
ing away non-nominees and limiting nomineelsawking merchandise. pecting the Orlando airport to reopen during

to two guests. One arrived with five guests and That afternoon | joined the “Future of Fanthe day, before she and Roger would fly home.
ominously declared that Janice was alienatirdpm” panel with Moshe Feder, Edie Stern, anBhe was anxious what condition their home
powerful editors and writers. | guess that peGeri Sullivan. Geri claimed she was dressed imould be in, especially since they had not fin-
son didn’t know Janice always gets the lasim Murray’s honor, and whatever that had tshed cleaning up after the recent Hurricane
word in her online conreport. I'd be a lot morelo with the Kansas City fan required Geri t&€harley.
worried about that! wear a green net wrap, purple top, red shoes Parting Notes: | left the con with a melan-

Sunday in the Park with Fans:| arrivedin and an orange feather in her hair. We atholy feeling that | hadn’t done everything |
the Concourse early enough to see Japanessted to see if the audience would outnumbevanted. | never do, but it hasn’t bothered me
fans setting up a 2007 membership table — theg. Perhaps the word had gone out that Iakfore. | have this recurring dream of it already
had won their Worldcon bid. | learned frombeen on the same item at the 1992 Worldcdreing the middle of the Worldcon and | have-
Peggy Rae Sapienza there had been 23 finaliatel since then three of the five panelists hack yet made it to any programming. This both-
in the bid’shaiku contest. died. The fannish counterpart of King Tut'srs my dream self quite a bit. Perhaps it has

Kansas City's bidders were back in harnessurse? Yes, I'm certain that's what kept fansomething to do with the Worldcon reports |
They had lost their bid for 2006, so now weraway from our panel.... once wrote forLocus, with Charlie Brown
going for 2009. If nothing else, they could Monday: I helped John with the final day’'swanting to know what happened on the pro-
keep using all their '06 material if they simplyFanzine Lounge setup, which meant haulingram — how can | write what | haven't seen?
turned it upside-down... out all the fanzines for sale. There were at least What bothered my “awake” self is that |

| took another shift at the FANAC tablefour tons ofMimosasandChallengers A cou- hadn’'t spent any time with Boston fans, except
identifying people in photographs that mainlyple of copies oWarhoon 22-- the Willis is- those I'd managed to greet when we were
had come from the collection of Bruce Pelzsue, a great buy at $22 -- had no takers afteeading in opposite directions. | guess if |
Joyce Scrivner was working, too. John Hertiour days on the block — Did we all have thavanted to hang out with them, | should have
dropped by with word that a Vermont fan wonissue already? gotten a job on the committee, d'oh!
dered if FANAC was interested in Zelazny At the end of my shift in the Lounge | ate Peroration: So many Worldcons get sub-
personal photos in his possession. John Novhich with Fred Lerner. On our way down gected to the “Is-this-the-worst-Worldcon-
visited, and | turned over to him the Herbarflight of stairs we passed a galloping fan weasince-Nolacon?” treatment that you'd think
gelist ribbons Chaz had given me, suggestirigg a t-shirt that said: “I am a bomb techniciarfans are disappointed when there isn't a train
he distribute them to fans at the Ranquet half-you see me running, try to keep up.” wreck. But fans generally subjected Noreascon

Over sandwiches, Fred asked tm the opposite expectation, and harped on
see Sierra’s baby pictures. We had whatever fell short of perfection, exactly as |
laugh together when he claimed talid in my story about the line outside Opening
have seen two books in his work as €eremonies. They needed to make a micro-
librarian: Your 3-Year-Old: Friend or scopic search, however, for it had been a well-
Foe? andHow to Raise Children in organized and highly creative Worldcon.
Your Spare Time

Fred said he was put out that the

press kit distributed at the beginning
of the Hugo Ceremonies contained ,j
the list of winners, albeit in an embar- ,.-r:,% S
goed press release. —=
Joe Major stopped by, carrying ﬁ %
two canvas bags full of paperbacks. [
All that reading material would just \
about last him til he got home. Joe A

mentioned a few details about the
Heinlein Society dinner, including

Hugo historical display in the Concourse.
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to clean, though.) I'm going to check
with the folks who put in my own
wall-to-wall and see if they will bind
it for me. If you ever come to a party
at my house, you'll be able to see it
in the basement after that.”

Noreascon 4 Passes Along
Deb Geisler, chair of Noreascon 4
reports that in a four-month span eal
lier in this year the committee passe
along $75,333 of its surplus to future
Worldcons.

This was done to fulfill N4's com-
mitment under the voluntary Pas!
Along Funds arrangement. Participal
ing Worldcon committees are entitleg
to part of their three predecessor
surpluses, while they promise to sha
at least 50% of any surplus they ha
with their three successors, provide
those committees promise to do th
same.

Surplus funds are those remaini
after expenses and customary rei
bursements to program participantss;

2004 Worldcon Available
Now on DVD

Noreascon Four’s crack technical
crew has done something new:
they've taken the film from the cam-
eras used to record Noreascon’s big
events, and done lots of post-
INTERACTISON production work to create DVDs
PSR SCUEeE fie it ceneuesnens,  giving the full flavor of the events. If
you missed one of the events (or the
whole Worldcon), or want to be able
to enjoy a particular event again,

committee, staff, and volunteers. Heavy Traffic: (Top) Noreascon 4 entrance rug. here’s your chance!
Noreascon 4 made a preliminary (gottom) Interaction entry rug. Individual DVDs are $11.99. The
Pass-Along Funds disbursement of five-disc boxed set containing the

$10,000 in Fepruary 2005 to InteracUothey neat?” What rugs, and where were they?entire week’s programming in the main audito-
L.A.con IV and Nippon 2007. When almost all "), Gejgler was happy to explain: “Theium is available for $59.95. Note: Shipping
of the major bills had begn paid, the Comm'tter%gs (carpets for our friends in the UK, noand handling is an extra charge, based on the
sent qnother $14,000 in May 2005 to the?ﬂankets) were 9' x 9' squares with our lengeight of the package.
upcoming Worldlcons.l They glso t’urnover OV&amily logo on them. They were located in Noreascon 4's Official 5 DVD set contains
their share of Mlller.m.|u.m Philcon’s extremely, o places in the convention -- in Hall C (ththe entire week’s programming in the main
late pass-along, dividing another $3,333.3 onCourse) and in Hall A (registration). a u d i t o r i u m .
among the next three Worldconsl. “Our decorating company made them by Disc one is the Noreascon 4's Official DV
Altogether, Noreascon Four's I:)‘"“SS"MO”rQJnning carpeting through a gi-normous inkjetf the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. In
Funds dlsbgrsements total $35'3,33'33' rinter somewhere in the wilds of Chicagolandddition an edited highlight reel of all of the
Deb Geisler concluded, *Well have a fu@'d love to see this thing). They charged ugvents is included, and also a time lapse video
accounting of our books, of course, in Glasgowsng each for them -- quite a bit less than Irof the build, shows, and teardown. This disc is
at the WSFS Business Meeting. That accounkastion had to pay a UK supplier for a similapnly available as part of the 5 disc set.
ing is just the cash -- and does not adequatefy,, (Freeman were willing to make some for Disc two contains Friday night's
reflect .hOW very rich we 6?" feell with theInteraction, too, but their printer had problem&Noreascon 4 Time Machine” with the 1954
memories we have of Wofk'”g W.'th SUC:] 3nd they couldn't guarantee to make the BoRetro Hugo Awards Ceremony hosted by Bob
amazing group of people in crafting the"62 1, aced oceanic shipment, so we had to goEggleton, and GoH interviews hosted by Peter
Worldcon. Damn, that was fun.” . lan B.) W e s t o n _
. Wgrldcon committees are legally and finarf “Wicked spiffy. The first one cleaned up Disc three contains the Hugo Awards Cere-
cially independent from each other. Pass Alo'r'%etty well, considering itd been tramped omony, hosted by Neil Gaiman.

Funds was devised by fans in 1988, and fi - ive Discs four and five have the Masquerade
funded from the surplus of Noreascon 3, ther 6-7 days by 5,600 people or so. (Expensive hosted by Susan de Gucjardiola.’

1989 Worldcon. Since then, ever Disc four includes the mas-
Worldcon e.xcl:ept 1991. has partlgl querade presentations and a
pated, receiving donations from itd montage of the awards. Disc
prede(;essors and making donatio five is the masquerade awards
from its surplusgs when avallab]e including young fan, special
[This article previously appeared in Discworld, and the main
Trufen.net] awards. Each disc has chapter
stops for each presentation.
These DVDs are produced
from the same camera vantages
as shown onscreen at No-
reascon, with added high fidel-
ity audio and the slide reviews
of each presentation. This
multi-camera recording has
been edited in post-production
to provide a more complete

Worldcon

Welcome Mats
At Noreascon 4 | trampled a ne
Worldcon tradition underfoot. You
probably did it too. And again at Inter
action, if you made it to Glasgow. g
When | read somebody's notes fro
the Noreascon 4 Gripe Session t
following exchange between a ques

tioner and Deb Geisler revealed what record than that which was
had missed: shown on the auditorium

“Deb: Did you like the rugs? werklugo reception: Hugo base designer Scott Lefton, screens.
Vince Docherty (middle), Dalroy Ward (right). Purchase info is on the No-
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2004 Worldcon Masquerade Report
by John Hertz

This report of Noreascon IV was written forin the Concourse (central hall of the converMaster; Best Workmanship in Class; John
Chronicle although not printed there. Sincdion). This year John Maizels and his crelaker, Jeannette Holloman, Sandy & Pierre
instead the December 2004 issue (No. 254)ere able to show two freeze-frames of eadPettinger).

which did have “Worldcon Masquerade Reentry after it left the stage. What could be next? Mountains could; in
port” on the cover, carried four full pages of De Guardiola, the fine M.C. of the Lonthe cold, a ritual dance, a brandished sword, a
Charles Mohapel’s color photos after my maieStarCon 1l Masquerade ('97 Worldconwoman in spring gold, and the summoned Sun.

con report, | don’'t complain. But the text ofChronicle195), was largely free from her per-This was “Arctic Circle” (Best Workmanship,
my Masquerade Report wanted a home. It wasnal plague of sheep, perhaps because Searneyman; Carol Botteron, Jill & Don East-
published in Sandy & Pierre Pettingeos- kept a stuffed Vampire Sheep mascot comake, John Hatch, Rob Hupp, Janet Johnston,
tume & MasqueradeNo. 20 (Autumn 2004); spicuously on the lectern. There was baa-ing Alan Kent, Pat Vandenberg, Kate Waterous),
File 770 is its first general appearance. Fothe audience, which she eventually invited; atinning Best of Show. And Don Eastlake
Chronicle | write to a wide audience, whom IClosing Ceremonies, when next year's concoohaired the Business Meeting. It's fannish to

do not expect to know as much as you. as a stunt replayed the weekend, a caption reagim in many waters.
Maaah-squerade Her voice is like burnt Best Novice was David Agro, “Blight, Un-
* ok honey. seelie Fey’ (Workmanship Award for hair,

Sara Weinstein in “Do Your Magic” (Bestmake-up, prosthetics), dark with strange hands
The Masquerade at a science fiction conveRresentation, Junior; Workmanship Award foand rags, bending, reaching, grinning, crouch-
tion was a costume party once, decades agailoring) showed timing and focus placing ang, fluent and eerie. A Masquerade entry
today, a competition on stage, with a panel tiasket and raising a ball she made glow. Taleeds a sense of event, usually contrast, or
judges and a full house. Entires in the Origindlhorndike Love showed poise as “Stachange; it can, with exceptional posture and
Division are things we haven't yet seen, fronsprite” (Judges’ Choice). Stephanie Kastamovement, be character. “Blight” was wonder-
s-f, or legend, or the entrants’ imagination. Thevas the night’s first Pratchett joke, “Death oful. | hear Agro acts him at a local fantasy fair.
Re-Creation Division is faithful to existing Rats Goes to Worldcon” (Best in Class; WorkYvette Ciancio's “Chimera” (Master), in a
sources, in film, television, graphic novelsmanship Award for papier maché), promptlyeathered headdress, scales over her body, was
Novice, Journeyman, and Master (plus oftetopped by Eric Weingart, “The Grimpensive: what does the Chimera think?
Junior) Classes are based on experience. Fveeper” (Most Humorous; Workmanship A boy with a book knelt outdoors. As he
view by a Workmanship Judge backstage i&ward for props). read “the Old Ones” or “Cthulhu”, a monster
optional. “A Pale Rider” (Chris Kramer, Mattbehind him came more and more to life. Some-

It's a grand event. | know nothing quite likeRagsdale) won Best Master, Best Workmarthing horrible might have happened, but just
it. Drew Sanders (Masquerade Director for thehip of Show, and the 2nd Place Pratchdtien “Howie! Time for church!” This was
'88 Worldcon, Nolacon 1I) calls it a cross beprize. The rider was Death, a hooded skelet6hovecraft’s Inspiration” (Most Spellbinding,
tweenkabukiand Little Theater. from Discworld — on a motorcycle, followed Novice; Workmanship Honorable Mention;

At Noreascon IV this year, as a friendlypy the Luggage, a trunk with two dozen humafoanne Bruno-Miller, Donna Drapeau, Tam &
gesture, standing outside Registration wdset. The Luggage, under remote control, hddeale Miller, Will Pett, Adam Tuchman). A
“Irving”, the 50-foot dragon that closed thebeen all over the con, so was technically inelsimilar lot had won the 3rd Place Pratchett
show at the Millennium Philcon Masqueradgible, but rules get exceptions. prize, “Inside the Mind” (Novice; Workman-
('01 Worldcon, seeChronicle 220). But this Sionna Klassen for “Dragon Priestessship Award for three-dimensional costume
year's Masquerade was held the nigfter the wore floor-length white chiffon sleeves (Mostraft; Matthew McNally, Jennifer Michalicek,
Hugo Awards, as if they were its warm-up acBeautiful, Journeyman; Workmanship AwardNicole Smith) of Pratchett, who sat in thought
perplexing the costumers. for precise re-creation). David Ramsay fowhile a turtle with four elephants and a disc

Masquerade Director was Richard Hill;Eight Seconds” (Master) rode a buckingrawled by.

Master of Ceremonies, Susan De Guardiolapckroach, with Kimberley Ramsay as a rodeo Finally, in an ecstasy of Pratchettizing,
judges, Rae Bradbury-Enslin, Laurel Cunningslown. Gadgetry of the night was “Adventure$Not the Usual Unusual”, with Cohen the Bar-
ham-Hill, Terry Pratchett, Julie Zetterbergin Time” (Best Journeyman; Workmanshigarian and a dread cargo which, opened de-
workmanship judges, Heidi Hooper, Kevinludges' Choice; Clinton Alvord, Brian Culverspite warnings, proved to be Tom Jones (Most
Roche, Carol Salemi, Andrew Trembley; 33my Johnson, Bonnie Kenderdine, Cheri &umorous, Master; Workmanship Award for
adult entires, 12 juniors. Pratchett’'s publishdfarl Walker, Carol Zelman), a tall time ma-construction and distressing techniques; Jennie
gave $500 as a prize for the best entry froehine that flashed and revolved, as Louisa Mdsaries, Bobby & Marty Gear, Jeff Poretsky,
Pratchett's work; Pratchett kindly added $108lcott, Amelia Earhart, Annie Oakley, MaryRon Robinson, Mark Van Name, Vicki & Ken
of his own to make three prizes of $100, $20Ghelley, Mark Twain, H.G. Wells, and theéWarren). This cracked up many, won the 1st
and $300; all this was generous but distortive police all got into the act. Place Pratchett prize, and was the end.

The auditorium had been built by the con For a pageant it's the Pettingers. Their
committee. Large video screens at either sidButurelkons”, following four Hannah Shapero
of the stage helped. Audio was troublesome gdhintings — displayed in the Art Show -
weekend. Hill delayed starting half an houbrought a new Raphael, in yellow, angel of
after his published time, then actually begaBiotechnology; Uriel, in green, Ecology; Mi-
half an hour after that. Video was fed to somehael, in red, High-Energy Physics; Gabiriel, in
hotel rooms, and to the Mended Drum taverlue, Telecommunications (Best Re-Creation,
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[[Editor's Note: Working in a warehouse in 1977 left me with plentgeption: a chapter from a TAFF or DUFF trip report. Now in 2005
of time to think about the imminent launch of File 770. On the backdfmes Bacon has granted that wish. And more: he has written a
blank inventory cards | wrote an ambitious list of what | wanted tabout his heart for TAFF in an introduction to the excerpt. Thank you
see in this zine. Over the years | was lucky enough to puibtiglst James!]]

every type of material on the wish list -- from a World¢oH's WorldConNomicon £3 or $5. James Bacon, 211 Black Horse
speech (Race Matthews, 1985) to fanartist portfolios — with one éxve., Dublin 7, Ireland; E-maibiglet@indigo.ic{

How I Miss It Already

by James Bacon

My Taff trip seems so long ago, and yet is skant yoke so it is. till membership numbers no one? | don't have
fresh in my mind. | met so many good people, Willit fit in my back garden? much time for Filk, but I ain’t gonna take their
and had such a great time. It was a roller While | was on my Taff Trip everything Iroom away if | run an Eastercon again. | don't
coaster experience, and | enjoyed writing myaw at Noreascon 4 would have been textboske anything right with it, but sure, than I'm a
report. | am very proud that Mike has offere@®ig Tent from the gaming room, to the copy ofnot right myself, and they would probably
to reprint some of it here, but then he would. Challenger which seemed to be mostly abothink that bouncy castles have little to do with
In Ireland, a rather small country on th€omics, it was all there. Everyone was welSF. Its got feck all to do with SF.
other side of the Atlantic, where fanzines are @me and so was |. But it has lots to do with fandom.
rarity and good fun SF conventions are the Now | am home though, and with an When James White and Walt Willis first
norm, there is often mention of Mike Glyer’sEastercon under my belt | have started to takerresponded on what is known to me as Irish
BIG TENTphilosophy. Over the last couple ofhote of some opinions. Despite the amount &andom day, the 360f August 1947, it was
years, when a group get together to chat ovelTAFF winners that | met or was introduced tohe start of something special. Following a
pint, the conversation may turn to the move @h the fan lounge at Noreascon 4, who seeméatter from James to Walter Gillings Pro Mag
some con runners here to have conventions jtistthink they broke the mould when it came t&antasy, Walt contacted James, their motiva-
focus on Literary aspects of SF and eschew thaff, as they aren't all that big a fanzine fartors were all rather simple - seeing who had
conventions | and others would have considhere seems to be a different tune emanatimgnat magazines. A good SF motivation there.
ered norm. The SF convention that enconfrom lists and those more vocal, and to be Although then came Ghoodminton and
passes many aspects of fandom. No harm lonest it worries me. water pistols of doom, and Candle Bra's and
them of course, each to their own and all that, We are all fecking fans. All of us. Thoseeports about conventions, that's not exactly
but sure, it's a bit bloody motivationallywho do fanzines, those who run games roonSF is it?
minded at times. the con runners | feel affinity with, web de- In Peter Weston’s Book, he writes about his
And then up will pop thBig TentPhiloso- signers, letter hacks, writers vying to get pulfirst meetings in other fans houses, that he
phy, and sure, we mightn't know who thidished in everything from Banana Wings to attended, where there would be talk about
Glyer fella is, but he has a good idea, doesribok deal from TOR. All are fans, we are difrecent purchases of SF and then games of Risk
he. There’'s more than enough room in here fégrent, diverse, a brilliant lot, sometimes miswould commence. Now what's that got to do
all of us, and there’s no problem with gamersnderstood, mocked and ridiculed by the outvith SF.
or comic fans coming in, there is no shortagede world, but in here, in this place, we are Nothing but isn’t that Fandom. The social-
of space for Robot makers, model makers asttong, together, arm in arm at stupid o’clocksing, communicating, the good times, the nice
costumers. There is always a seat at the barthe morning, in a room party, where onéeeling as you read a letter, a Fanzine, share a
table for opinions, alternative viewpoints and eealises that George RR has some fairly cupent, have some sport.
sense of humour and sure, if you want to jurmfans. Isn’t that Fandom. Can | point a finger at it,
up and down on a bed in a room party all the Why do we need to knock an aspect @ind say that's it there, for sure.
better. That's théig Tentfor ya. Feck'in bril- fandom, do we need to become more exclusive From certain quarters, one would think that
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people who are not fanzine fans may not actehoulders and walk away. | try to pass on, |metso many fans, who were fans of some-
ally deserve to be a Taff winner, and | wagently, that there is more to fandom than thiing, | mostly have no idea what that some-
stunned by that attitude. | run cons. here and now, but unless those who desereng was, but it must have been SF, the con-

As stunned as | was when an eminent famspect make some effort to earn it from tosersation, never got there, we were too busy
whom | would hold in great respect, lost hislay's neos, and if they don’t have the courtepartying or chatting, or drinking or generally
temper and asked in a shouty sort of way & look around, ask questions and maybe intdraving a good time, but its what we were there
this years Eastercon, what had Toga’s got to deot, well its hard to explain why someonédor.

with Science Fiction. should show respect or appreciate a person Taff is a magnificent thing, | felt that's |
Not much, but it sure has a lot to do witlwhen they seem like an aloof arse. was integrating US and European fandom,
fandom. At Noreascon there was so much about th#lowing people to meet, to share something

Within days of this outburst fans were ogreying of fandom, but | didn't see it, | metspecial, something that only fandom could
Live Journal (its an abomination) with links tdoads of people much younger than I. At achieve raising funds to send someone across
Bill Burns E-fanzines website where in 1957uture of Eastercon panel it again came up, atise Atlantic, isn't it just wonderfully altruistic
odd (toga-ish?) clothes were worn to a Londoat the same meeting, passions went overboamd amazing in today’s world, and we have it,
Worldcon. Fans are intelligent, resourceful anand people lost their temper, and it was ajlou have it, its yours and ours and theirs, and |
clever and it showed up the hypocrisy anchther unsightly. Not really a recruitmenhad the great honour of doing it, and | learned
arrogance of the outburst, if it was all right irposter. loads, and met loads, and it was brilliant. I just
‘57 why not now? But back to Taff. wish | could do it again.

Although exactly what was Mrs. Hammet Taff is not just for Fanzine Fans, sorry, its It's a welcoming and warm experience, and
up to in a school Uniform. Now that's my sorthere for all fans, no doubt sometime soon that’s what all of fandom needs to be, if those
of convention, and | thought having a schoakeb genius will win. It will be up to me to getwho actually worry about the greying of Fan-
disco was new! It looks like fun. | wish soto know them, and if I initially don't like them, dom, are genuinely concerned rather than just
much | could be the 1957 Taff delegate, nowr what they do, surely it's a lack of underblowing their goat, then they should look to the
that would have been good. standing. How often over the years have Big Tent Philosophy.

Why do people who | respect make it diffigrown to respect and appreciate fans, who It's good fun in the tent.
cult for me to pass on the respect and lore tHave done so much before, but with out the | wish everyone could experience being a
surrounds them by making contradictory statéaquisitiveness of my mind, they knowledge off AFF delegate. It's the bestest tent of all.
ments that alienate younger fans who setthers passed onto me, they would be just an
through their arrogance, or who just shrug thealder person.

i
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Ray Capella’s depiction of O’'Mara and the baby Hudlar from “Medic” in James White’s Hospital Station.
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Except from James Bacon’s
WorldConNomicon

2005 TAFF Report

=~

Sparks's Mad Idea: | have a ~
lot of time for Sparks. | met
him at Lazlar Lyricon 2 in
1998, | think, and he was gooc
fun; although I think his wife
isn't as appreciative of me, for
some sort of transgression ne
doubt. Anyhow, he allegedly
had another plan which, after
the Trial, was going to be aj
laugh one way or another.

Interestingly Sparks was i
charge of ‘Fun’ programming,
as well as involved in othe
aspects of Noreascon as s
many other Brit fans were, a
they learned their craft on th
Worldcon scale.

Essentially the closing cere
mony is a farewell from Deb
Geisler, with thanks to thos
who helped, where she pass
on the gavel to the new World
con Chairmen. Sparks's idea®
was to show the highlights of

looked after us so well. It
may appear that | was on a
lot of panels, but | had in-
sisted that | wanted to be
involved as much as possi-
ble; | had pleaded to be on
more panels, to be used
rather than to be an orna-
ment, and with their acqui-
escence it was brilliant for
me. The hospitality was just
brilliant, as were the cour-
tesy and the helpfulness.
Ben Yalow, TR Smith, Deb
Geisler, Elaine Brennan,
Priscilla Olsen, Janice Gelb:
these people made things
happen — sometimes small,
sometimes personally big —
but it allowed me the oppor-
tunity to be the TAFF dele-
gate that | hope reflected the
fan | am, a conrunner.

We went up and thanked
Deb; Norman was a bit up-

the convention to Deb, since she’d have beshe had a band, all drum and flute — you knowet, | was sort of happy and pleased. It had
too busy to have seen it all. the Independence Day types, with flag and adbone well. | had already heard on the inside
So | started to get ready to redo the judge and it sounded great. Onwards it wentfack, from quite a few people who were in
bit; Terry Pratchett and others were on hand, &parks did a great job and all the Americargtendance at the daily committee meetings,
were a host of props and bits and piecelaughed loads as he almost single-handedbpth that Children’s was being hailed as a huge
Meanwhile, Norman was showing a videgetold most of the convention’s highlights. Delsuccess, and that the TAFF and DUFF guys
from New Zealand of New Zealand fans; nowthanked him. were making a bit of an impression and getting
wasn't that a good idea? He had loads of good She then passed everything over to Colinvolved. So my day was made, to be some-
ideas; he brought cool New Zealand stuff anghd Vince. Vince was in a kilt, which washow involved in something that was making
everything. He said he was going to thanianteresting. And they spoke about Interactiomeople happy.
everyone for the welcome and, since | washere was a video of the Viceroy of Scotland | was worried | would be a shite TAFF
busy being strapped into a judge’s costume, loe some sort of other pseudo-colonial homeelegate; it was a real concern. So after our
would thank everyone on my behalf as weltule type person. Then a pipe band booméhanks, dinner was arranged; and of course
Anyhow, this was all preceding the officialinto the hall! concerns don’t move boxes, people do, so |
closing ceremony, which was timed to start at With great majesty and presence, the h&ieaded back to Children’s Services.
3 PM, so | expected there would not be manwas filled with the rousing sound of pipes, as We had everything packed down and we
people there. the pipers went at full tilt. Various airs anchad clearly marked them for Arisia or Boskone
When Norm started thanking people angels were played and the drummers drummegt; Persis. These boxes had to go to the same
stuff he mentioned | was busy as usual andHere was electricity to the performance as thg)aces all the Arisia and Boskone stuff was
realised | could run on, as | was mostlynarched in a synchronised pattern. At thaoing, and then it would be loaded onto a truck
clothed. So I did: | ran on stage, at speed; Ineoment | was proud, | tell you, to be a volunand taken henceforth. There was also a truck
looked up, and | gave him a huge hug whicteer for Interaction. Then the pipe band led offoing to Pennsylvania and further — incredible
resembled a rugby tackle, shouted stuff at thad those who wanted to join the next Worldogistics.
mike, and ran off. As | did | realised therecon followed the pied pipers of Boston. I had said goodbye to Sandra and Amy Sue,
were a lot more people there than | expected, Then it was over, incredibly, all over. Théhe girls from the child-minding services. |
but it got a cheer. end. A moment for pause. then said good bye to Bill — someone who,
Later, the closing ceremony proper began. Then | went out and found Norman, andlthough 15, | would gladly have on a commit-
Deb said her thanks and everyone was chestiggested that we thank Deb for her efforts dae of a convention — and Bridget who, al-
ing and the hall was full of applause. And theour behalf. In fairness to the committee thethough 14, | would have asked out for dinner if
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| were 15; and | was sad to see them both ggroundbreaking aspect might just be the excelames White Award logo might have to

such hard workers. Bridget was there ‘judent children’s programme. change.

because’ her Mom was at the convention; that Many people commented that Noreascon Now it seemed that was wrong, and | was in
was Thursday, but now she was sad to be galways does something new, something out-position to defend the logo of the JWA; | had
ing home. Bill had volunteered — my god, thetanding and unique, but what was it this timeslid proof that this was a concept and design
man was a dynamo — and hadn’t stopped vdo much about the con was bloody good, whamhagined by James White himself.

unteering all weekend; he, like Bridget and ktood out? Kids’, | would say, and there would When no one was looking | punched some-
had found a niche down here in kids'’. It wabe knowing nods, or fervoured agreement thing, really hard, and my hand sank through
good, and they liked it, and we did good. depending on nationality! it. 1 was jubilant; | explained so to Geri, who

My only disappointment was that | didn't | said goodbye to Persis. It took a while. lvas bemused about my inner concern about
have a beer with these two. Fuck the law; Was evening. Children’s was now closed. what had been brought to my attention.
would have been nice, and just the one. | then had a shower and met up with Nor- | read the other letters and wondered at how

Onwards went the juggernaut. Other comsan, and with Janice Gelb and a group ohings | remembered so well myself got men-
would need the stuff we had boxed andither excellent fans, and we went to dinnetioned; it was heartening. Geri and | had be-
mostly, it was theirs; it was a loan, coAgain | was in odd form. This time, thoughcome very good friends, and | was surprised
operation on a vast scale. my stomach was actually churning; | felt ill. lwhen she told me her age!

We went to Rick who was in charge ofvas physically demonstrating my upset at | popped up to see what parties were on;
logistics, and as usual we stood around unsltting down, at relaxing; | wanted it to go onTom in room 708 treated me and my compa-
someone came to help us; a presence meddter the main course, | made my apologiedres to a great selection of booze. | visited the
you can't forget. It was busy; the whole of thend left early. | wasn't happy about it, butowdy room, where | was rowdy, and | brought
concourse was coming down, as was the entiklrm was an excellent dinner guest, and coutthme booze discreetly down to the dead dog
tech in the auditorium, at such a pace thatdo it for both of us. | just needed to, | dunngarty.
was vital everything went in the correct direcnot relax yet or something. | should have had After this | flitted about the room, meeting
tion. After a while Rick decided on where théhe sense to turn down Janice’s offer after ttend greeting, and got some illicit booze here
stuff should go, and myself and a couple girevious night, but | thought manners woulénd there. | had a good chat with Paul
Dads and a photographer were there to makepievail over mere feelings. It was a low moTreadaway, and we spoke about the James
happen; | was keen to not allow the girls to dment for me, personally. White Award at Interaction. He then kindly
any of this work. | went for a vigorous walk. | walked aroundntroduced me to Kevin Standlee and Cheryl

The boxes were mostly packed, and the block, | stopped at a bar and had a shot Mbrgan who were looking after that aspect,
lugged them out of our office and onto trolleysbourbon, and | walked again. In the dimmingnd | networked more.

So we loaded up trolleys, big flat-bed oneand balmy Boston air, | walked. | felt better. It It also came to pass that they were looking
with stock, and we left the Arisia stuff in Gardall felt better; | would apologise again tdor me, as they were now on the Mark Protec-
ner, and then brought the Boskone stuffanice for such a poor show. My stomach sdten Committee (MPC) of the WSFS and were
through into the concourse. tled and | felt invigorated; | called into mycharged with the issue about logos and awards.
| started hauling the totes from kidshotel room, and had two Diet Red Bulls. MyThings had changed in two days.
through the Shereton up a slope, which wasipply was also drawing to an end. | went over | told them first of my news that the logo
hairy — shouting ‘Coming through, COMINGto the Sheraton. | felt better; as | went was a James White design, in quite a robust
THROUGH, GET THE FECK OUT OF THE skipped and bounced and punched things, yowanner. They were actually OK, and we came
WAY! — and around a corner into the Conknow, getting the energy flowing. to an acceptable solution. | had informed them
course. Then, knowing what was in the boxes, | could hear the noise as | entered thbat | am usually a much more volatile charac-
| literally tossed them into a neat position; the§heraton. | went up to the con suite, my firder, but as administrator of the award we would
were heavy, loaded with cloth, craft stuff, yoyproper time in there, and | got a soft drink andave to proceed with a ‘James White’ attitude,
name it, but we got it done, and with gusto. scanned the room; there were many peopbé conciliatory and gentle tones. It was good to
| was sweating. about whom | knew and | went about. sort that out; although later, when | chatted

We closed up kids'. People were heading Norm was there; | questioned him like theiith Dave Stewart, he reminded me that the
home; flights, hours in length, had to beounding board he had become for me — asMIPC had given me permission for the logo in
caught. As | said goodbye to the lovely Inger for him — about my departure from dinner. H2000. | had forgotten, but he remembered that
was more than a bit upset, although | didnlboked at me as if | was being an idiot. at the time it was important to me not to tread
show much of it; she was so wonderful to me Geri arrived, and not only that, but she hash anyone’s toes. Anyhow, we talked things
from the outset, always there, chatting, advisdl her correspondence from James White. | séirough and it went well. Kevin and Cheryl
ing when something seemed odd, pointing odbwn and spent an hour or so looking readirttad just taken over, so the previous discussions
things to look for in kids like what they mightabout it all, and a fact came to light. The Seavith a predecessor that had upset me, slightly,
have as an ailment. She was a great laugh, @od General logo for LACon lll, where Jamess anyone could imagine, were quickly forgot-
a hard worker. | held her tight. She had to go.was Guest of Honour, had been the logo hen.

| said goodbye to Persis then, and agairhad conceived himself for Sector General, and The night wore on. It was good; we were
was rather sad to be saying goodbye; she waes had described it to the people who wefeoling about, our crowd of degenerates. |
so wonderful to me. | had emailed her beforgoing to use it. mixed and chatted with loads of people, and
the convention and asked if it was OK to work This was important news, as it had bedhen there was some horseplay, as | had sorted
two or three hours in kids’ to familiarise my-alluded that this Sector General logo was something else out for Norm and myself.
self with the area, as | would be doing th&/orldcon concept and image. Therefore, be- You see, everyone who gets nominated for
same with all areas. We laughed about thatause of the shape of it, and the issues revob/Hugo receives a pin badge as a memento; so
two hours. She was very happy that Childrenisg around the image copyright of the Hugao speak, a mini Hugo. Now Norm and | had
was deemed a success; many people had beed a renewed effort to curb anyone usingresented Hugos, and by dint of deputation had
feeding back positive stuff, and Deb hadomething that looked like Worldcon imageralso been there to receive a Hugo. But we
thanked her. It looked like Noreascon 4'sn awards, it had been put to me earlier that threould both soon be Hugoless; they were after
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all other people’s. | wanted Keyes's noveFlowers for
a memento, something mord - Algernonwe see the world
than a memory, if possible. | through the eyes of Char-
found it, somehow, by ley Gordon, who goes
means variously fair and from being mentally re-
frowned upon; two pins tarded in a world he can-
were given to me, in knowl- not understand to being a
edge of their purpose, and s{ genius with a vision to see
Norm and | had our token and know the world. But
memory. late in the novel we dis-
| showed Norman's to cover his ability to see and
him, and would have let him understand the world is
have it; and we lepped abou only temporary and he
up and over chairs, and the must inevitably return to
we broke a table. As we did, what he was. This condi-

Deb came in and asked me Noreascon 4 Hugo Winners group picture. tion of going from a posi-
outside. | was apologising tion of perception to return
for the damage and she seemed noing that it in $1,665 altogether. Fundraisingo blindness is sort of how | feel over the deci-
plussed. efforts yielded over $5,400, which paid forsion to bring down the Hubble Telescope.

She spoke to me outside in quiet toneAussie fan Bruce Gillespie’s visit to America
gently. She was thanking me. Me, a fan of February 2005. Mark Leeper, MT Void 1292:For whatever
dubious heritage and honour, being thanked by Guy Lillian Ill , after telling what he knew reasons we got into the Iraq war, we have

the Chair of the convention for my effortsabout friends uprooted by Katrina, ended an ésund a weapon that has some effect, albeit
both with Children’s Services and as a TAFImail with this comment about life since heslowly and weakly. The weapon is the desire
delegate and in general. It was an awesomeoved to Shreveport from New Orleans manfpr Democracy in some of the same countries
and humbling experience; | was shockednonths ago. “I like my country parish publichat are the cradles of the insurgency. | think
stunned and chuffed. defender job -- have won a trial outright anfdemocracy is the right thing for these coun-

She then told me about a hero medal. Thiscured a lesser verdict in another, more vitsies in principle anyway, but it may be also a
was something Noreascon 4 was not takirignt case. Rosy busies herself at home -- stveapon to bring the conflict to an enemy that
lightly, they had fifteen made and were onlgot our new-in-quotes computer up to speedore often than not we otherwise cannot find.
handing out eleven, to people who went abothis week.  The website is still going:The approach may be too weak and too late,
and beyond, as you might say, who added teww.challzine.net.” but it is battling an idea with an idea, which is
the convention. These people would normally Former Minneapolis/Washington DC/novthe only way strategy that can be effective.
be committee members, or high echelon staffy California fanJim Young played a wres- Thatin a nutshell is how | see the situation.

and the odd individual, like... me. tling coach in an episode of “The Bernie Mac

She put this ‘unattached lensman’ medal @how” that aired September 23. Changes of Address
me, and invited me to the ‘Old Farts’ party for John Mansfield, 333 Lipton St, Winnipeg,
ex-Worldcon Chairs. | asked if Norm could Births MB. R3G 2H2. Canada

come along 0o, and she was very agreeablag bger Tener, editor of the onlihronicles of Jeff Schalles, 749 36th Ave. NE, Minneapolis,
was told | should wear the medal tonight, depe"pawn Patrglbecame a grandfather on MN 55418
Spite my misgivings. , ‘May 12 but explained “it's been the best of ~ Eva Whitley, 266 Pittston Circle, Owings

| walked back in, and people noticed; She'q%enes and the worst of times” because twins ~ Mills MD 21117
Perry had one too, as did other stalwarts. Ao expected but one was stillborn. Ben Zuhl, The GateHouse in Thornwald Park,
me: an Irllshman, off.the boat just a mere siX ~jap Ryan Tenercame six weeks early, ~ Carlisle, PA 17013
days previous, the ultimate neo. weighing 4 Ib. 14 oz., and slightly over

Geri congratulated me — she had known! 1g:n jength. He spent some time in the new-Jeff Schalles writes with his good news:
as did others, and | proudly went to Vince anggm intensive care before moving to the Spe-*Marjorie Magidow and myself were married
Alice and they were impressed and pleased b opservation Nursery. His mom's doing  [in February] and have moved into the new
did feel proud that my mentors were happy; feat too! house we bought... She already has three kids,
was in a weird way important. Vince took a and we do not plan on having any more!”

picture of Geri and myself. He had an amazing ) .
look, a proudness too, like when James White A Neofan’s GUIde’ of Sorts

had won a Hugo. It was deadlv. An intriguing website presents info about con ; X
| didn't thingk at the time th);tt I could writegoing for neofans. According to the home page®" Zuhl's exotic new address. As Zuhl told

about the medal myself so first | asked Clairf§!® content was originated by someone for t m, “"I'hornwald Park was an estate that
Brialey to describe it for this report, and that999 Westercon. So it'll be news for those dfou'd”F b,e kept up S0 they dof‘ated the .Iand
oce follows ' you who are at least six years behind in ymﬂnd buildings to the city. The city of Carlisle

p : made a park out of most of the grounds and

Robert Lichtman passed along the story behind

The night went on and we partied hard arff¥eP reading like Iam... :
late: thereg were still parties gori)ng on. 1 got to http://www.locksley.com/neofans/ kept the gatehouse to rent out. (There 1S Qlways
bed’at about &\ which Wasnt too bad mainpage.htm a large transient population due to Dickinson
' ' This content is on a site run by Joe Bethaft®!lege and the U.S. Army War College both
court. In Carlisle.) We saw the gatehouse on the
internet when we were looking for a place for a
Short Waves Cliobing Servi year and it tickled our fannish fantasy to rent
Robert Lichtman closed the books on the IppINg Service it.”

Bring Bruce Bayside auction in June, report- Mark Leeper, MT Void 1271:* In Daniel
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INTERACTION’'S 2005 HUGO AWARD WINNERS

Best Novel Best Professional Artist
Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrebby Susanna Clarke Jim Burns
Best Novella Best Semiprozine
“The Concrete Jungle” by Charles Stross Ansible,Edited by David Langford
Best Novelette Best Fanzine
“The Faery Handbag” by Kelly Link Plokta, Edited by Alison Scott, Steve Davies and
Mike Scott
Best Short Story
“Travels with My Cats” by Mike Resnick Best Fan Writer

David Langford
Best Related Book

The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction Best Fan Artist
Edited by Edward James and Farah Mendlesohn Sue Mason
Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form Best Web Site
The Incrediblesyvritten & Directed by Brad Bird SciFiction (www.scifi.com/scifiction)
Edited by Ellen Datlow. Craig Engler, genera
Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form manager
“33” - Battlestar Galactica,
Written by Ronald D. Moore and John W. Campbell Award for Best New Writer
Directed by Michael Rymer. Elizabeth Bear
Best Professional Editor Special Interaction Committee Award
Ellen Datlow David Pringle
A Mighty Convoy once by the TSA). Good news: Customs kegpbe checkpoints anq vouphed fpr us to the
Once it was harder to win Hugos than to brirg"s of packllng tape for folks to repack theiTSA. The TSA then just did a quick chemical
them home with your baggage. After Aussig?0X€S with. I'm thankful for that service. swipe and we were on our way.

con Il in 1985, | went through airport security --If you are carry-
in Melbourne with a Hugo in my carry-on.INd something that it is
Approaching the x-ray machine | dropped thBarmless, but might look | Ly
gym bag onto the conveyor belt and got my bighSPicious, full disclosure F s SEea s i
excuse ready. The guard deflated my dramafie, Your best friend. The .
moment when he looked up, smiled and saiffiinute you act like you /= s
“Oh, you've got one of these, too.” Fred Porf'® {rying to hide some- & »
and Charlie Brown had already passed throudfing the worse it will '
with their awards. Three years later, my Nola2"oPably get. Even with ZHEEFD -
con Il Hugo was too big to fit in a carry-on so [N€ two inspections and
just walked aboard the plane with it in myll that, we still made our =
hand and stowed it in an overhead compa@€ hour connection ing
ment. Minneapolis, though we ||

Glenn Glazer shepherded four Hugos honfére worried about time.
from Glasgow. Do you want to know how!f You are honest, you
much the world has changed since 9/117 H§@n usually get the agents g
described the experience online: to understand your situa-

“Our bags were inspected on three separd@h and even help you
occasions, twice in our presence. We had ca@ll:  For example, the
fully packed [the Hugos] in a box with lots ofCUStoms agent who first
bubble wrap, newspaper and peanuts, only fgsPected our stuff, volun- Rocket Smuggler: Labels cover Glenn Glazer's oft-
have it opened twice (once by Customs arf§ered to walk us through jnspected carton of Hugos.

e
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ELLEN DRTLOW i

SCOTT EDELMAN

Left: Autograph session with Scott Edelman, Ellen Datlow, James Cambias. Right: Michael Ehart, Diane Turnshek,
Joe Haldeman, Gay Haldeman

Nebula Awards Weekend 2005
Report and Photos by Keith Stokes

SFWA's Nebula Awards Weekend was held aeminar on Publishing Contracts. Thursddyotel and wandered the nearby River North
Chicago’s Hotel Allegro on April 28 — May 1. evening’s only event would be “SFWA in theDistrict. After passing at wide variety of res-
It was organized by a team of Chicago ardaity,” a pizza party designed to give Chicagtaurants, | settled on one of the restaurants
fans and professionals led by Jeffrey Liss aratea science fiction conventions a chance where | ate during the 2000 WorldCon -
Steven Silver. meet SWFAns who are potential guests &ino's East. | couldn't remember what |

| flew into Chicago on Thursday afternoonfuture conventions. thought of the food five years ago, but Gino’s
The flight into ORD was slightly delayed, but | dropped by the hospitality suite to registestill has a good reputation. It was even one of
otherwise uneventful. The crowded train intand pick up the free books. This year's takihe stops in the final episode of last Fall's
the city from the airport took 50 minutes andhcluded a couple of Dell's magazines antAmazing Race.”
cost only $1.75. The Hotel Allegro is abousome booksFinders Keepersdy Linnea Sin- Returning to the hotel after supper, | found
two blocks from the Clark & Lake Stop in theclai, Orphangeby Robert BuettnerThe Au- that the reception had moved into the far end
Loop. tumn Castleby Kim Wilkins, Market Forces of the room and an appreciative crowd was

| checked into the hotel minutes too late oy Richard K Morgan and the anthologhhe listening to Sean P. Fodera read frémhanta
take advantage of the daily free wine receptionorld Turned Upside DowiDrphanages the Nightsas “Travis Tea.” Then as things wound
in the lobby, but the lobby was still full ofonly one | have read so far. | highly recomdown, the crowd moved back hospitality for
friends and | greeted a few people before goimgend it to fans of military SF. conversation, and Michael Ehart and | put
up to my room. At 7 p.m., hospitality shut down to movetogether plans for a live Internet chat from

Programing had begun early on Thursdgeople to SFWA in the City. Since | wasn'fSaturday night's banquet and ceremony.
with a Continuing Professional Educatiodooking for that type of networking, | left the  Things quieted down fairly quickly and the

Left: Cordelia and Connie Willis. Center: Elaine and Steven Silver. Right: Lee Martindale and Karen Meschke.
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Left: "Dinosaurs of SFWA, " Gene Wolfe, Joe Haldeman, Gardner Dozois, Fred Pohl, Mike Resnick, Stan Schmidt,
Ginjer Buchanan, Phyllis Eisenstein. Right: Tom Doherty, Patrick Nielsen Hayden, Corey Doctorow, Gene Wolfe.

hospitality suite emptied out before midnight. Joe autographed a copy Bérever Peacdo Whalen cover.

There were a couple of options on Fridayer husband. Following the reception, a few people
Some people left at 7 a.m. to spend all day The balance of the afternoon | attendedoved back to hospitality, but | returned to my
touring Argonne and Fermi Laboratories. Aprogramming. “Real Mars: Report from theoom to prepare a few pages of photos from
the hotel there was a track of interestiniylars Rovers” with Geoffrey A. Landis, andthe weekend before calling it a night.
sounding science related programming. “Report from Yesteryear: Whatever Happened Saturday morning was the SFWA Business

But after grabbing a muffin from hospital4o the Solar Guard, Space Patrol, Video Ranlyteeting. Uploading pictures made me about
ity, | met Joe and Gay Haldeman in the lobbgrs, et al.,” with Joe Sarno. 10 minutes late, but the only thing I missed
and we took a taxi to the 1869 water tower at Friday evening was full. First there was awas the announcement of the site and dates for
Michigan & Chicago. It is the meeting pointautographing session at a different Borderthe 2006 Nebula Awards Weekend (Tempe,
for Bobby's Bike Hike. Thirty-five people took Bookstore with 24 authors attending. The turmPAZ on May 5-7).

Friday's tour, but only three were men. Joe armit seemed light. The big name -- Anne The meeting was unusually short, in large
| concluded that Bobby's is the place to medilcCaffrey -- had a line waiting when she arpart because the various committee reports
women in Chicago. rived, but she was able to sign for everyone imere omitted. The most notable item was the

We had a enjoyable three-hour bicycle toline and finish in less than an hour. announcement of the officer election results.
which included Rush Street, the old Playboy Supper was a sandwich at a nearby TogoSince wifi was available from the meeting
Mansion, Lincoln Park, Lincoln Park Zoo (Ithen | spent the balance of the evening at theom, | posted the results to the SFF.net
saw flamingos, camels and ponies), Old TowiGrand Master reception for Anne McCaffrey aBFWA lounge and in an e-mail to the new
St. Michael's church, the lake front and thé¢he hotel. It was fun and low key. ParticularlyPresident as soon at they were announced.
only wooden street remaining in Chicago.  fun was a speaker phone call to Jack William- The Saturday program items didn't appeal

During one of the stops, Joe was introducestn, where we all sang “Happy Birthday” tdo me as much as Fridays, so after preparing
to the group as a famous science fiction writehim (his 97th). Following the presentation ofind posting news articles on the Election re-
One of the women said that her husband isNebula Awards’ pins to the nominees presergplts and 2006 Weekend to the SFWA website,
big SF reader and had her picture taken witBetsy Mitchell explained how much she apprd-headed out to sightsee with the Architecture
Joe and Gay. Following the tour, we walkediated Anne’s long relationship with WarneRiver Cruise on the Chicago River. It was a
with her to a nearby Border’s Bookstore wherBooks and brought out a cake with a Michaelice chance for photography and not too cold

Left: Benjamin Rosenbaum, Mike Moscoe, Mike Resnick. Right: Phyllis Eisenstein, Gene Wolfe.
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Left: Todd, Anne McCaffrey. Right: Ellen Moscoe, Mike Moscoe, Kevin Anderson, Rebecca Moesta, Diane Turnshek.

until the boat turned toward Lake MichiganrAnne’s son Todd made a moving speech. Hrore pictures, | returned to my room to add a
and into the wind. closed with several salutes from dead familghoto of the winners to the article and then

Following the cruise, | walked over themembers and had Anne crying. went to the hospitality room for chat and to
Bridge to the nearby Goat Tavern of Saturday The actual award was presented by Anneake more pictures. The party was fairly good
Night Live fame and had (of course) a cheesgrandchildren. Then they covered her witfor a dry party, but it died relatively early since
burger. It is still much like the old John Besilly string representing the “thread” that fig-many of the better known people were at a
lushi skit. ures prominently in Anne’'s Pern series gprivate party in the other function space.

Then back to the hotel where | caught tH®oks. Anne’s acceptance speech brought tears Sunday was a lazy morning. | posted more
tail end of the programming and took a breato many in the audience, particularly when shghotos from the weekend and checked out of
before the evening events. showed her necklace which had been made the hotel.

The Nebula Awards began with a cocktathe late Andre Norton, and explained that An- First stop was Border's Bookstore where a
hour in a crowded room that had been used fdre was responsible for Anne writinfhe second autograph session was being held. In
some of the other programming. My dinne¥hite Dragon the 30 minutes | was there, | didn't see even
included one drink ticket, but | passed it along The actual Nebula Awards were each prene person getting autographs, though the
to a friend. | was too busy taking photographssented by Chicago area writers. The first wagriters did sign the store’s stock in hopes that

At 7 p.m., the crowd moved to the balldody Lynn Nye, who presented best scriptill reduce returns and help future sales. The
room, an attractive room that was the right sizaward toThe Lord of the RingiNo one associ- 14 or so authors read, chatted with each other
for the 170 or so people attending the banqueted with the movie was present, so Stevemd with friends that dropped by.

The food was good. Though the salad wasn'tSilver accepted it, reading brief remarks and The autographing was the final scheduled
hit with the folks at my table, the main coursedoing a brief Gollum impression about “myevent, so | finished my weekend with the mati-

were a bigger hit. My grilled tenderloin medalprecious.” née performance of “Wicked” at the huge,
lions were tender and had good flavor. The best short story award was presenteddmate 1920s Ford Oriental Theater.
When the actual ceremony began, | took nsileen Gunn by Richard Chwedyk . The staging of “Wicked” is impressive,

chair and moved up to the front for photo tak- Then the program was interrupted by adpoth the sets and a large dragon above the
ing. A few other photographers did the same. activity designed to fill out the program. Therestage that juts out into the theater and occa-
The ceremony began with welcome rewas concern that with no keynote speaker, tisgonally moves. The witches flying and the
marks from the chairman, and was then turnegremony was too short. Jane Jewell broughtizard” were particularly impressive. The
over to Toastmaster Neil Gaiman. Neil did ap 8 of the earliest members of SFWA and music was already familiar from the sound-
good job, but didn't really add anything to hicake for SFWA's 40th birthday. First everyondrack and | enjoyed it very much. There were
recent performance at the 2004 Hugo Awarshng “Happy Birthday” to SFWA, then severasignificant plot elements that | hadn’t picked
Ceremony. of the “dinosaurs” shared antidotes about thg from the sound track, including a surprise
The first presentation was the previouslgarly days. Many of the antidotes involved thending that | am not wicked enough to reveal
announced Service to SFWA Award to Kevimew Grand Master. here.
O’Donnell Jr. His acceptance was an impas- Back to the awards -- Gene Wolfe, Phyllis Another surprise treat was Carol Kane in
sioned plea to SFWA members to not accefiisenstein, and Fred Pohl presented the e roll of the “real” wicked witch. | purchased
bad contracts and to complain long and loughaining three awards, with Gene and Phylliswy ticket on the strength of the musical’s repu-
when they are mistreated by publishers. It wadopping their presentations make the nomtation and hadn't paid attention to who was
well received, though | wondered what th@ees squirm and to share stories of early eperforming in it.
editors and publishers at the ceremony thougtbunters with Anne McCaffrey and SFWA. Returning to the hotel, | relaxed for a while,

of it. Lois McMaster Bujold and Ellen Klages weresaid goodbye to Lee Martindale and a few
Next was the presentation of Anngresent to accept their awards. Gardner Dozathers in the lobbymail one more time, picked
McCaffrey as the Grand Master. There were accepted for Walter Jon Williams. up my luggage, and then caught the train back

couple of minor miscues, but it went well. It As soon as the awards were finished, td the airport, getting home near midnight.
was pretty sentimental. First Anne’s US Agenfulled out my computer and uploaded the re-
Diana Tyler, made a few remarks. Thesults to the News Page. After taking a few
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Millennicon 19
by H. L. Drake

"Darker Pen" panel: People from left to right are: Terri A. Jacobs, William Levy, Lucy Snyder, Gary Braunbeck.

Millennicon 19 was held March 18-20, 2005Known As....” which featured Mike Resnicklisher allows other people to write for that
at the Clarion Hotel and Suites in Blue Ashimulti-Hugo and Nebula award author of SFhouse author! Martino has been selling since
Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. Author GoH washis sex book titles and pseudonyms still remat®60 and wishes that he had started writing SF
David Drake, artist GoH was Lawrence Allera secret), Joe Martino (author, world travelewith a pen name; his nonfiction technical engi-
Williams and Tom Smith was fan GoH.authority on Technology and space programeering books don’t seem to fit his name to SF.
Christy Johnson served as Chair of Millenniapplications), Anne Harris (novels suchTd®e Panel members agreed with Martino that some
con 19 with Julie Hanslip asVice-Chair andNature of Smokeand Accidental Creaturds important names in SF use pseudonyms be-
Chief Recording Officer. Dan Ryan—CEO ofand Juanita CoulsonChildren of the Stars cause of their professional lives. But a good
the Miami Valley Fandom for Literacy organi-series, several novels and short stories, filkgrpint was agreed to by all: faithful readers
zation—was present and kept busy with varsongwriter and publisher). Harris and Martinevould purchase and read anything written by a
ous duties as well as being Con-Suite Directasaid that they had never used pseudonymmarticular author whom they like. A downside
By 5 p.m. Saturday afternoon 362 persons h&ksnick said that SF is a quarter of his writintp using pseudonyms is that sometimes authors
registered for the con, according to Johnson. output for which he uses his real name. Faan't be found by their pseudonyms in order to

Christy Johnson officially opened Millenni-three-fourths of his writing, Resnick writes fassend them a check or a contract!
con 19 at 7 p.m. Friday evening when she imnd is facile and can make a living in full-time The 10 a.m. Saturday morning panel, “A
troduced GoH’'s and some staff members. Anriting by using pseudonyms; he has writteDarker Pen,” was comprised of Teri A. Jacobs
hour later David Drake cut the author Gotbver 200 books with 150 of them being sefdark fantasy novelist and short stories, editor
cake in a crowded con suite. books. Resnick has also written syndicatelesh & Blood Magazine William Levy (fan,

At 9 p.m. | attended the panel titled “Alsarticles with bylines such as Jane Mansfieldrtist, gaming designer and first erotic romance
and Jesse Owens, by contractual agreemembvel has just been contracted for by Mun-

According to Resnick, if an author'sdania press), Lucy Snyder (nonfiction, poetry
books don't sell in a particular genre, thaand SF and horror short stories) and Gary
author had better use pseudonyms in ordBraunbeck (short story “Duty”—published in
to make sales in other genres. There is atire anthologyivisectionsby Catalyst Press—
other very practical reason for an author'sion a 2003 Bram Stoker award, novelist and
use of pseudonyms, according to Resnickastructor of creative writing).
if an author is prolific and writes three or  According to Braunbeck, all horror stories
more books per year, reviewers seem #re based on fear; i. e, the characters are fear
automatically think that none of the bookslriven. The panel agreed that the original
is any good because not enough time wé&swilight Zone” television series of stories
spent writing them! Therefore, publishere@xemplified this idea. Panelists also said that
recommend pseudonyms for their veryhe earlier Stephen King stories provided good
prolific authors. Some publishers also getxamples of fear-driven characters. Braun-
into the act of pseudonym-use, said Rebeck’s way of defining horror also includes
nick, because a “house author” name magxploring violence and grief and reconciling
be used by several writers who sell to thahem with the universe. It is interesting, said
publisher only with the contractual agreeBruanbeck, that most people are at their worst
ment that their work will be published withwhen they are faced with fear!
the name of the house author. Subse- William Levy backed up Braunbeck's
quently, if the house author dies, the pulihought by adding that horror stories start with

Fan Goh, filker Tom Smith.
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characters at their best and then they descendPanelists agreed that any American westdmonest answers—and he had no trouble filling
into their worst. Levy also approaches horravould do just as well for a space opera. Drak@s hour-long allotted time.
as moral tales; “transgress and you will beompared “space opera’ with “horse opera”; Drake was drafted and spent two years in
eaten by the beast.” Snyder maintains thte latter being a low-end western. The wordietnam and spent a great deal of time talking
horror is always very nasty and not acceptablepera” is pejorative, said Drake; a term geneabout his experiences, for which he was given
for kids or anyone else! ally applied from outside the genre with théa couple of hours” training in firing an M48
Jacobs told her audience that most of us anéention of putting it down. The panel thertank gun. “They needed tank gunners in the
afraid to die because we think that there attempted to identify required elements for field—there was never a full crew--so, that's
something out there that is really going to eapace opera. Baugh said that for her, if shehere | went.” He had been trained as an inter-
us. Jacob further maintains that we all carryli&es reading a particular SF story, it's spaceogator. When he returned to civilian life
primal fear from our evolutionary back-opera. Drake said that requirements for a spabeake went back to Duke University and be-
grounds; horror stories explore that basic feapera include action, adventure SF with gan his fourth semester in law school. After
and cause readers to feel really horrible. Hostrong central character. All three panelists-graduation, Drake was an assistant town attor-
ror stories can explore without boundaries, naind the audience—agreed that the old Ageey in Chapel Hill, North Carolina during
like SF and fantasy where there are rules adduble-novels were excellent examples afhich time he sold two books. After eight
readers expect those rules to be satisfied, sajghce opera. Do not look for “reality” in spacgears, Drake “quit lawyering in order to quit
Jacobs. A positive way to consider the value apera, everyone agreed. One of the new dpwyering!” He was a part-time city bus driver
horror stories, said Braunbeck, is that readepsoaches to space opera is crossovers, sail part-time writer. He still has his chauf-
emerge with a new respect for human life.  Baugh; e. g., romance and SF, mystery and SEur’s license that allows him to drive a city
Levy gave his audience a different exampletc. bus, but he does not maintain his bar member-
of how to get a novel accepted: he sold the first For the first-time in my life, | attended aship. He can't stand lawyers.
three chapters of his novel as part of a fanzimen filk concert. During Saturday's 3 p.m. Based on his Vietnam tank experiences—
in dealers’ rooms at conventions. All panelistgrogram | was delighted with Tom Smith’s‘we all rode on the outside because it was too
agreed that Edgar Allan Poe is a classic authgmitar strumming accompaniment to his wondangerous to be inside”™—Drake eventually
of horror stories. Good horror stories do naderfully irreverent humorous, mad science angrote theHammer's Slammerseries of mili-
contain gratuitous gore, just for gore’s sakesatirical lyrics, often set to well-known melo-tary SF stories; his ¥1Armored Cavalry unit
After the panel concluded, Jacobs told me thdies. | noted such one-liners and titles asf tanks was known as “the hammer” in the
she thinks all of Shakespeare’s tragedies welfeenton—Death Sheep from Hell”; “Thefield. His tank unit was an elite group: “...It
horror stories; the term “horror” didn't becomeCurse Of My Existence Are The Movies”; andwas a unit in which everybody did his job. It
popular until Stephen King, she said. Later ifWhen | Grow Up, | Want To Be Peter Lorre.”didn’t matter if you thought the Vietham war
the day, | met William Levy in the dealers’'Smith’'s changes of voices and facial expresvas a good idea, or not; you didn't let your
room and he told me that Shakespeare’'s “gions were popular, especially with children ibuddies down and they didn't let you down.”
Midsummer Night's Dream” is a true horrorthe audience. He learned to trust people in his unit; his ex-
story because of the alien-type creatures who At 4 p.m. Saturday, David Drake gave aperience with trust has given Drake something
come along and say, “Hello! We are going tinformative and inspiring presentation to ahat he's glad to have, after the fact. Drake
take you away and kill you!” packed ballroom. | had heard him say earlier didn’t like “the brass” during his Army experi-
Saturday's 12 Noon session on “Space Oite day—and he also repeated it at the outsgices and he said that he has nothing but con-
era” included as much audience participatioof his Saturday afternoon’s appearance—thtgmpt for the Viethamese. Although he didn’t
as that from the panel. Panelists were Susha had no prepared remarks and would just lsow it at the time, writing theSlammers
Baugh (retired librarian and fan), Ron Sartoon go out to the lobby autograph table ai@aen) stories also provided psychological
(author of theChronicles of Scaseries) and sign books. But, almost immediately Drakeéherapy for him, a type of healing that many
David Drake (latest Hammer's Slammersiad questions—to which he said he would givéietnam veterans have not had. After complet-

novel isPaying The PiperBaen Books).
Panelists and audience members began
session by attempting to define the term “spe
opera,” but, finished the hour by pretty we
agreeing that the term has many different d¢
nitions depending on writers’ and readel
points-of-view. Baugh said that space operz
what she understands and has fun readf
Drake agreed that space opera is fun to re
but can also have serious themes. Drake wiy: 5
some space opera that, he said, uses more ¢
and greater sweep and flow as compared to
“mud” (rules) of his military stories. Late
Drake said that his Lt. Leary series is sp3
opera [t. Leary Commandir)g Sarti said that
to him, space opera deals with a larger scc
solar systems and galaxies with a fascinat
for a created world and the operating systen
that world. Drake said that we shouldn't forg
the “larger than life” characters to be found =
space opera. And, added Baugh, sometir....

tai lling vill '
tsri);ncieorgzrsa.ts contain more competiing i a"Bavid Drake and Christy Johnson
(Millennicon19 chair), by H. L. Drake.

ing Redliners(Baen,1996), Drake was over
the hump; he had worked things out in his
mind about Vietnam. During an eighteen-
month hiatus where he couldn’t sell anything,
he was encouraged by editors to use Vietnam
as the background for what he was writing. All
of the stories that he wrote during this selling
dry spell eventually sold. It seemed to me that
David Drake’s Saturday afternoon presentation
was just as therapeutic for the audience as it
was for the speaker. People lined up to have
Drake sign books after his presentation.

David Drake had signed books for me be-
fore his presentation. While signing some of
his books for me earlier that afternoon, | told
Drake that | had just finished the original
Hammer’'s Slammersiovel (Ace, 1979) and,
unless | was misreading it, | did not like Colo-
nel Hammer. “You're absolutely right!” Drake
replied. “Hammer is a Hitler-like dictator; he’'s
not a nice guy. Readers sometimes think that
authors have to like the characters that they
write about. You read it correctly!”
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NOTES FROM TECHNICON 22:
THEAGE OF CHIVALRY, BY H. L. DRAKE

Technicon 22 was held April 1-3,
2005 at the Ramada Limited i
Blacksburg, Virginia. Technicon is the)
work of a sub-committee of the Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute & State
University Science Fiction and Fan
tasy club. By 5 p.m. on Saturday
April 2, 260 persons had registered
The Con is held off-campus becaus
Virginia Tech doesn’'t have facilities
for large groups of people. According
to the Con’s 2005 Chair, Brian
“VYond” -- his 1995 handle when he
did on-line roll-playing and lifted
from Lawrence Watt-Evans'sThe
Unwilling Warlord, (Del Ray, 1989 &
Wildside Press, 2001) -- Maloney.
each year’'s Con attendees are usual
about 50% Virginia Tech students an
staff and the other half are civilians
like me.

The 2005 Technicon theme wa
“chivalry” and Literary GoH Lois
McMaster Bujold reflects that theme
with some of her SF & F stories whict
feature a “chivalric setting,” according
to Brian Maloney. And Artist GoH
Pete Abrams has presented some ch

alry fantasy material in hisSluggy Technicon 22 guest of honor Lois McMaster Bujold.
Freelance web comics

something wrong for them, they
have a sit-down strike in her mind.
With every book, Bujold experi-
ences three to five weeks where her
characters are not going in the right
directions and she has to stop writ-
ing; e. g., perhaps scenes belong to
another character in the book, or, a
character doesn’t belong in the
current story but another one.

While writing, Bujold experi-
ences a continuous flow and feed-
back process in her own mind; she
has only vague ideas about where
she is going with the story. Things
develop as she writes; no one “can
hold a whole novel in their head,”
she told her audience. She can only
hold a paragraph at a time in her
head while writing. Bujold does a
lot of pre-outlining and notes to
herself before beginning to write.
She can sometimes work out ideas
and scenes that each chapter will
contain. Bujold may go through
three or four levels of outlining
before sitting down to write the
final version of the story. But she is

always open to further changes and
development as she writes what she

(www.slugagy.con). After Friday night's open- embark on a six-city/nine-day tour in the samihinks will be the final draft. She does admit to
ing ceremonies Con attendees met the twaonth, beginning on the west coast and coghoreographing dialogue; she never writes
GoH's and other guests. Abrams signed soneuding in Dayton, Ohio and Chicago, lllinois. dialogue sequences until they are all mapped
of his Sluggybooks and “Bun-Bun & Kiki" Friday night Bujold told her audience thagut from beginning to end.
plush dolls for fans. Bujold—she pronouncebetween writing her own books, she reads Some fans commented on turns and twists
the final “d” -- conducted brief conversationgnostly outside the genres of science fictioin Bujold’s stories; to which she replied that
and photo opportunities for her readers. One ghd fantasy, mysteries, some romance, afitbse are partly because she doesn't know,
the Con’s workers asked if | wanted my picfriends’ manuscripts. SF and F writers arberself, where characters and action are going
ture taken with Bujold, to which | replied,history buffs, she said, and she does a grewddile she writes. ‘That was predictable!’ is
“Yes, if | can kiss her.” Bujold informed medeal of nonfiction back-ground reading irsomething that she “hates to hear” readers say.
that she doesn’t “do that.” (It didn't work for preparation for writing novels; e.g., readinglf it was predictable, why did it take me six
Mike Resnick either -- as far as | know -- whembout medieval Spain for the Chalion stories. months to figure it out!” And, endings are
| sat at a luncheon table with he and a female Bujold books are written one-at-a-time; shiicky, Bujold added. Endings that just stop are
author at Context XVII in Columbus, Octoberremains extremely focused on a single bodgkisappointing, she thinks. “Beginnings get
2004!) So, | had to settle for sitting besidgroject until it is completed. When writing onepracticed more than endings.”
Bujold and resting my left arm on her chaibook, she does not get bogged-down in think- Bujold defines “genre” as being “any group
back; for which she seemed a bit nonplussediag about future projects. She loves cats amfl works in close relationship with one an-
I remained all smiles! those animals continue to pop up in Bujol@ther.” That's why there are common proper-
The first session that | attended Friday nigltories. ties for anyone to use in a genre, starting with
was titled “An Hour With Bujold.” The loca-  Friday night's audience was comprisethnguage itself. “We are always standing on
tion was in a corner of what was once the hgredominantly of her readers who constantiine shoulders of others.” But, individual styles
tel's bar and night-club and conversation rewanted to know answers to their minutia quesan be developed over a period of time, and
sulted from an informal Q & A session. Bujoldtions about scenes, characters and charadieat’s what Bujold seems to be concerned with
informed her audience that in June of 2005 h@evelopment. Bujold was asked which charaéer herself. (On Saturday when | asked her
third novel in the Chalion series will be pubter surprised her the most. She responded théiat type of writing that she did—science
lished -- The Hallowed Hunt they all do, and that this is what makes writinfiction, science fantasy, feminist approaches to
Eos/HarperCollins -- and for which she willinteresting for her! When her characters dpoth -- she responded that she writes “Bujold
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stories.”) However, during Friday night's dis-could do to save herself and move forward atith their audiences than they can with syndi-
cussion with her audience, she said that asthe end of the story. cated newspaper publication. Most audience
female writer she has female elements in her Saturday afternoon during her signing sesembers indicated that they read lots of web
work such as technologies in reproduction argion, Bujold told those present that she was tltemics; one person said that she regularly
women'’s issues in society. An audience merT-echniconGoH several years ago. From whateads thirty-five such comics! Panelists said
ber complimented Bujold on her “intelligent,Brian Maloney had told me earlier in the day -that their web sites contain archives of previ-
competent and active women” characters @nd a Con member said during the signing eus comic strips; a new viewer can quickly
her stories. Many audience members agreeBlijold was GoH at Technicon 4. That Con wasatch up, if they so desire.
Later, during the convention when | was talksmall enough to be held on the Virginia Tech Lois McMaster Bujold’s excellent enuncia-
ing with a book dealer who seemed to haweampus and Bujold said that she was so newtain, articulation and pronunciation makes her
read much of Bujold’s work, he said that up t@&oHism, that she washed her own dishes in theperson easy to listen to as a reader. Her Sat-
now, Bujold’s female characters were not adorm-like atmosphere. She didn't know themrday 6 p.m. reading of chapters one and two
fully developed as are her male characterabout the “pecking-order” system that prevailsom The Hallowed HuntEos/HarperCollins
Fiction characters are in the eye/mind/sex @fhich involves others who were supposed tdune, 2005) kept her audience’s attention, and
the reader! Bujold alluded to this phenomenodo her dishes! Technicon 4 took place eighteeven included some slight changes of voice to
during her Friday night presentation. years ago in Blacksburg! suggest the featured female and male charac-
At mid-morning Saturday | had an im- Saturday at 4 p.m. | attended the “Weters.
promptu interview with Bujold in the hotel's Comics As A Medium” panel discussion that From her reading, Bujold went into her 7
breakfast area outside the con dealer’s rooincluded Chris Impink, Pete Abram#@/¢rship p.m. session titled “Bujold’s Universes.”
Bujold told me that she has done hard scienG&e Comi¢Plan 9 Publishing, 1998) and BartWorld building in SF and F has to include
fiction, fantasy and cross-over types such d&3scher. Fischer is the writer and Impink theconomics that make sense, as well as feasible
mystery, coming of age and military aspectartist for Fragile Gravity: Summertime Brewstravel and technological methods, she said.
However, she said that she is trying to writdJnseen Productions Publishers, 2004) plBujold’s Chalion and Vorkosigan/Barrayar
her own style. She disagreed with my identifftheir on-going web cartoonuniverses are well known among avid readers
ing The Mountains Of MourningBaen free (www.fragilegravity.con). Abrams has already of her novels. As an example, the theology of
library at www.baen.co as science fantasybeen identified in this article as the creator dthalion is a Bujold original creation; she
with aspects of feminismMountains takes the Sluggy web cartoons and books. Theravanted to construct a non-dualism (good ver-
place in Count Vorkosigan's native district invere no opening remarks by panel membessis evil) religion in that story. Chalion’s world
the world of Barrayar. During the story therend so this session was a Q & A format. Inontains an uneven number of gods; and, those
are allusions to ground and air cars, plus audimswer to the question about the role of negods are evolutionary in that they grow and
receivers and government broadcasts from tkechnology in web comics, Impink said thathange over time. Thus, the gods become hu-
capital, “powersat receptors” and off-planetechnology is fairly gimmicky, experimentalman. There is no damnation, as such, in
travel. But none of these technologies are eand still developing. Comparing web comic€halion. The inhabitants of Chalion wouldn’t
plained or dwelled on. The story takes placsith traditionally published cartoons in newssay “damn!” but “cursed! In the world of
mostly in mountains containing an antedilupapers, Abrams told the audience that th&halion there is the existence of non-existence;
vian culture. “Barrayar is a futuristic novel thatnternet provides cartoonists with freedom ta person can refuse a god upon dying and drift
contains a combination of future technologgo and say whatever they want. Impink agreaf into nothingness. The world of Chalion is
and primitive living conditions, just like onand added that he went on the internet with histerior experience that cannot be proved. Bu-
earth today!” Bujold told me. But there was n@artoons because it's cheaper than traditionald explored two aspects of religion in the
“feminism” in the story, she insistedly read- publishing and there is the potential for a lat€halion series; (1) mystical emotions and (2)
ing (in the eye/brain of the reader) of the storger audience. Fisher likes the idea of the insocial functions as a church and organization
included what | thought were feminist proclivi-mediacy of web comics and cartoonists cao get jobs done. The Vorkosigan world is a
ties regarding what the character named Harammunicate more closely and more timelgescendant of ourselves. The Vorkosigan life

l‘ ¢ g

Co-chair Robert Ligouri and Con Chair Brian “Vond” Maloney with guest of honor, comics artist Pete Abrams.
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to take a break from contractual deadlines.

Focusing on characters instead of techno-
logical details is what she does in stories, Bu-
jold told her audience. However, the biology is
always correct in her stories. She uses physical
observation as well as reading and published
pictures to enhance her intensely visual writ-
ing. Bujold subsequently used her observations
of Spain’s landscapes (on a trip there) for land
descriptions in Paladin Of Souls
(Eos/HarperCollins, 2003 & paperback by
HarperTorch, May, 2005). Descriptions of
alien landscapes inShards of Honor
(Baen,1986) were based on her 1971 biology
group trip to Kenya, East Africa. (She did not
become a biologist, however.) Nothing gets
wasted as research in writers’ real life experi-
ences, according to Bujold.

Bujold finished her “Universes” session by
telling her audience that she is trying not to
“mortgage” her future (multi-book contracts)
to old ideas; that's why she is not fond of con-
tracts to write more of the same characters and
universes and story continuations as those
which she has previously produced.

Technicons are family-oriented and include
children’'s programming, costuming, white
and the entire world of Barrayar -- she used tlimes not contain gods. As of Technicon 2Zlephant auctions, art auctions, dancing, filking
family and world names interchangeably -Bujold had twenty-nine chapters that she hamateur/independent film festivals, and gam-
have lost most of their religion along the waworked on since the Summer of 2004. Shieg. Ed Holohan, 2005 Con security chief, will
of their continued existence. The Barrayars aexplained that this universe story has a centfa¢ the Technicon 23 Chair, and Bas been
Russians of four-hundred years in our futurmance plot with adventure; it involves théentatively scheduled for March 31-April 2,
and their government is fiction. two main characters dealing with their pre2006; the theme then will be “Children of the

Bujold said that she was working on a neimdustrial world. Bujold is writing this book on Night.” Check atwww.technicon.orgfor up-
universe for a fantasy with magic story thaspeculation -- not yet sold -- because she wantates and further information.

Your reporter, H. L. Drake, with Lois McMaster Bujold.

L.A.con IV General Meeting and Site Visit: (Left) Christian McGuire, chair L.A.con IV; (Middle) Glenn Glazer,
Bobbi Armbruster; (Right) Tadao Tomomatsu. Photos by Chaz Boston Baden.

wuw. boston=b
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Westercon 98: Report by Dale Speirs

Calgary hosted its first Westercon ~n

the weekend of July 1-4, 2005, at -
Westin Hotel in the downtown cor
The dates neatly encompassed
the Canadian and American natio
holidays, although the actual start
the convention began the Thursc
night of June 30, since us Canu
got Friday off as Canada Ds
Westercon is a science fiction (S
convention that perambulates arot
western North America, mostly in tl
American states but twice in Vancc
ver. It is a regional convention, not
local one, and so is larger and lon
than a local convention, with mo
tracks of programming and events.
The previous week, Calgary h
suffered a once-in-200-years floc
but fortunately the downtown ar
was not seriously affected. The rec
rainfall (a year’'s precipitation in or
week) was followed by a week
sunny weather, which in turn pr
duced a record crop of mosquitoes
the adjacent Rocky Mountains, a li
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bris and satellites. It would take about 8
days for a climber to reach geosynchro-
nous orbit and another week or so to
reach the end of the tether. The cable
would more probably be a curved rib-
bon rather than a spherical cross-
section.

The advantage of a space elevator is
much lower freight costs to and from
orbit. It could also be used elsewhere in
the solar system, such as the Moon and
Mars. Hazards include oscillations in
the cable, induced electrical currents,
atmospheric wind, and atomic oxygen.
All told, | feel safe in prophesying that
it won't happen in our grandchildren’s
lifetimes.

But Aragorn’s The Good Guy!
This panel featured fantasy novelists
Dave Duncan and Rebecca Bradley on
the topic of why fantasy favors absolute
monarchies. The hero(ine) goes on a
quest to claim the throne from a
usurper, not to establish a democratic
republic where just anyone can get
elected. Bradley, an anthropologist in

snowmelt meant more grizzly bears her day job, mentioned that humans like
than usual on the valley floors (two hikerslifficulty hearing them. There were no naméo kid themselves that they are social primates
killed plus several wounded up to date of coreards, but most panelists were the usual siwgho do not behave instinctively but have free
vention). In short, a good reason to stay insigsects | have seen at previous Calgary convenill. In fact, we have a strong instinct for peck-
a hotel and discuss Shakespeare in the origimians so | knew who they were, and the restimg orders and to follow leaders and let them
Klingon. identified by logical deduction from the pro-do the thinking for us. Fantasy kings are also
Registration, for those of us who pregram booklet. largely wish fulfilment; nobody yearns to be a
registered, was quick and easy. | was given Space Elevators 101.This was my first ploughman.
pause though, when the volunteer waved pganel of the convention, on the Thursday night. Duncan started off his comments by asking
hand punch at me and asked if | wanted nyeff Krehmer reviewed the history and currewhy we read fiction at all. He answered his
badge punched so that | could buy alcoholistatus of space elevators. The basic idea isgoestion by saying that life is one crappy thing
drinks in the Consuite. Since | was a fewrbit an asteroid about 115,000 km from Eart&fter another, but fantasy is about special peo-
months short of 50 years, | took this as a corand use it as a counterweight to a carbople who do things and get someplace. Readers
pliment, accustomed as | am to being mistakeranotube cable anchored to a floating rig in ttae interested in the high and mighty, not the
for Terry Carr or Rip Torn. In the actual eventgastern equatorial Pacific Ocean. The spap®ughman’s daily routine. He mentioned that
| told the volunteer that | was a teetotaler anglevator was first proposed by Soviet scientisggistocracies have one advantage in that be-
the punch was therefore irrelevant. However, iih 1960, and has since become a popular theg@use they are not thinking about the next elec-
was a good idea for the younger set, as thth SF writers. NASA did a study in 1999tion they can therefore take the long view and
convention committee would otherwise be athich concluded that the space elevator wouttink in terms of dynasty.
risk of criminal charges for serving alcoholimot be built for at least 300 years at the earliest. Audience members commented that democ-
beverages to under-18s. One contractor estimated it would cost $7 bikacy requires active participation, which is
When attending conventions, it is my policjion for the technical end, and the same agaiwork that most people don’t want to do. It
to have a huge breakfast and coast the restfof legal and regulatory approvals under integouldn’t exist in the old days because it re-
the day while at panels. The Westin Hotel hagational law, if built now. Personally | thinkquires communication. As transport and com-
a nice breakfast buffet, so every morning $14 billion is ridiculously low; Boston is munication increases, it becomes more diffi-
stuffed myself before the first panel. | told yowspending that amount on its Big Dig subwagult to suppress democracy.
that so | could tell you this; every morningsystem, which is ordinary technology. Propo- Disasters Large And Small. The first
when | went into the restaurant, | saw at leagents of the space elevator talk about how it psnel | went to Friday morning was of particu-
one person eating breakfast while reading atwable with off-the-shelf technology, but off-lar interest to us Calgary fans, what with the
SF paperback. Only at an SF convention!  the-shelf doesn’t work in space travel. recent floods in southern Alberta. The context
Throughout this convention report, if | A space elevator would use climberbere was natural disasters, not terrorist attacks
mention people by name they are panelistsposted by laser beams. The anchor rigs wout incompetent human behavior. Panelist Blair
unless, of course, the context says otherwidse similar to deep-sea oil rigs, and would bBetterson said that ultimately the only way
Although there were microphones availablenobile because the cable will have to bbumans can survive is to disperse into space,
panelists seldom used them and | often hadoved every few weeks to avoid orbiting deso that if a nearby supernova blows or we get



October 2005 41

an extinction-level event, then our species catid with 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY, butter.
survive. He remarked that we are in a period efventually he caught on to the internal logic. Spintronics. Canada’s national SF and
more and bigger natural disasters. An audience member who is a librariafantasy awards, the Auroras, were presented
James Glass said that climate change is said that when the library introduced animéhis year at Westercon. | was nominated for the
a disaster now, but could easily trip over intmanga, their circulation increased 30%. Thi8urora Award again for Best Fanzine, but after
exponential change. He cited as an examphas not just because of readers checking dl8 years of losing, | decided | wasn't going to
the melting of the Arctic Ocean ice, whichmanga, but because the manga was shehstthrough the ceremony just to watch some-
might not raise sea levels much but couldext to SF novels, the readers also picked oorie else walk up to the podium. Instead, | went
switch the Atlantic Ocean currents in a differsome of those as well. Another comment fromext door to a talk given by Kevin Roche, an
ent direction. No Gulf Stream would putthe audience was that long-form anime suffeiBM researcher from California, on spintron-
Europe back into another Little Ice Age androm being episodic; there are no true novels ins. This is a developing field of electronics
trigger release of methane hydrates from thmanga. based on electron spin, not the normal flow of
Atlantic Ocean, which in turn would trigger Chicks In Chain Mail. A very popular electrons in a current. Electron spin is the ro-
runaway warming. Glass also mentioned thaanel with a packed room. There were sevéating electrical charge of the electron. Half of
one little-publicized impending disaster is ganelists, which | think is a record for Calgarythem rotate one way, half the other, and the
shortage of clean fresh water. Six were women, and the lone man was Tein is arbitrarily called Up or Down spin. Spin
Lost In Space.Hugh Gregory started off by Morris, who was promptly declared the Tokeiis the source of magnetism. Electrons can be
saying that the Russian, American, and ChiMale. He was there because he has one fantasjarized like light by applying an external
nese space programs are adrift. “Why go intwovel with tough chicks and romance in themmagnetic field, which separates the Up elec-
space?” he asked, then answered his own quasd he announced mock defiantly to the roorrons from the Down electrons.
tion by saying “Because it's there”. Unfortu-‘l write romantic fantasy; get over it!” Roche discussed devices using electron
nately he then went off on a rant about how the A panelist asked how many women in thepin. The basic element is thin layers of mag-
space programs are stuck with expendabéeidience had ever worn chain mail. Only founetic and non-magnetic material. Electrons
rocket launches instead of reusable X-plan@simitted to it. | noticed that none of the codlow in one side of a layer, are sorted en route
because of a conspiracy of defense contractansied women in the audience were actualipto Up and Down spins, and exit the other
politicians, and bankers. At this point Iwearing brass bras or chain mail; they were @hd. The most common use is in multi-
checked out of the panel. in medieval gowns or Regency dress. It wagigabyte drives, because these devices can read
Frankenfoods. Paula Johanson is an oragreed that chain mail needs a layer of clodmaller signals than regular electronics. This
ganic farmer who has a market garden in cennderneath because it is painful to wear. #llows data to be compressed into smaller bits
tral Alberta. She noted that not all agriculturathafes, pinches, and binds. Another panelish the disk. Another application of spintronics
chemicals are bad, nor are geneticallypointed out that medieval knights wore chaiis electron tunneling, which conserves spin
modified organisms (GMOs) necessarily bathail over plate, with padding underneaththat is, does not sort them). By controlling the
either. Barb Geller-Smith, a science teacheGhain mail can defend against slashing but carrents on either side of the device, this can
commented that genetic modification of cropaseless against rapiers. It is, however, no silliaurn it into a high-speed switch.
has been done for millennia, but in the lash fantasy than Gonad the Barbarian fighting in Thank You, Thank You. As | exited the
century there has been a sudden loss in gendtattle wearing nothing but a loincloth. Spintronics panel, | was surrounded by well-
diversity of crop plants as farmers standardize From there, the panel shifted to the damselshers, having won my first Aurora Award,
on certain hybrids and GMOs. She pointed ourt distress, a factor which had long kept marfpr Best Fanzine. Cliff Samuels accepted the
that the long-term behavior of GMOs is stilwomen from reading SF and fantasy. The darmaward on my behalf, after everyone in the au-
unknown. sel is slowly disappearing in recent years. Orttence had been looking about the room for
From the audience, | added in my particulgranelist, who is in her late 60s, said that whane. Robert Sawyer told them that he knew |
expertise (B.Sc. Horticulture and previoushe was a girl, she could only find male herwas around somewhere because just before the
research work) and said that while GMOs ar8F. The first mention of Emma Peel by a paceremony began, he and | passed each other
safe to eat, the real concern is genetic drittlist brought loud cheers from the room. Igoing in and out of the men’s washroom. Peter
Many GMOs with herbicide or insect resismodern SF, a female lead character should nlarvis was worried he would have to carry the
tance have already passed those genes orjust be a male fighter pilot with boobs, butrophy back to Toronto just to mail it back to
related crop weeds via pollen flow. An audishould be shown in all aspects of her life. me in Calgary, but all turned out well. A pleas-
ence member who is a Saskatchewan farmerHow Possible Is Time Travel?Forward ant end to Canada Day. | look forward to get-
said his problem was that the only seed avatime travel is trivial, said the two panelists whding my next Aurora in 2019.
able for large-scale farms like his is GMOs andere physicists, and backward time travel is Writers At The Improv. Always a popular
hybrids. Like Internet users who have to keepot against physics at the quantum scale. Pafeature at Calgary conventions, the Imagina-
upgrading their computers to get videos amdbxes arise only in single, closed-loop unitive Fiction Writers Association, a Calgary
MP3s, farmers have to plant only GMOs beverses. If the universe is open, where timeriters group, hosts this event. Several pairs of
cause they can't afford not to. travel creates a new timeline, then there are poo writers and IFWA members are given a
The Growing Influence Of Anime. Lai paradoxes. If you go back to kill your grandfaword by the audience, and then have 60 sec-
Zhao had the absolute newest anime impottiser before you were born, you will still existonds to write a sentence using it. The sentences
for this panel, as she had just flown in fronbecause you and your dead grandfather are ame read off, the audience votes on the best
Hong Kong a few hours before and was stileparate timelines. one, and the process is repeated until a short-
jet-lagged. She said anime manga is extremely The wormhole method of time travel is nashort is built up. The result was as follows; the
popular in Hong Kong. (Manga are comigractical because humans could not survive to@derlined words are the audience suggestions.
books in trade paperback format.) She said thgriavitational stress. One panelist remarked that “As far as explosiongo, it was a small one,
manga is not considered a fine-arts form ithe great accomplishment of modern physics st considering the exploding object was his
Asia but North Americans have elevated it to that we have precisely defined the limits of odeft testicle, it was an event of some magni-
cult. Tee Morris said he sometimes had troublgnorance by sweeping the anomalies intmde. He tried to get it into the waiting testicle
understanding anime in the same way that leatchall bins labeled dark energy or dark mateceptacleand even though it was tricky, he
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pulled it off. He passed the receptacle to thehanges work. He mentioned that the Interntsrence between a cult and a religion is about
next person in the pew, reflecting as he did $@s been good for zinedom in one respect, /000 years. She said that outsiders view cults
that he was reconsidering his membership that crudzine publishers are now rare becauas odd, while cults view outsiders as bad. Cults
the Universal_EcumenicaChurch of Manda- most of them are on the Internet. He said thahd religions are subject to natural selection
tory Organ Donation. “Mandatory, schmandaWebzines are not necessarily less work thaver time, and are constantly being winnowed
tory”; he’'d only stumbled into the darkpaper zines, but rather a different kind of worldown. Bad religion does not refer to morality
crowded church hung ovend broken-hearted, | mentioned that no one can Google the Papear ethics but to the internal structure and or-
merely on the promise of pie and one of themet as they can with the Internet, which meamggnization of a religion, which is what helps it
sparkly ball things.* But as he looked downyour employer can’t go fishing for your namesurvive and prosper or else fail.
he did feel sorry for the tarantulae might or his. Marie Jakober said that until recently relig-
only be half a man now but the poor spider Canvention AGM. The annual generalions were not subject to the same scrutiny as
was on its last legs. As the suppositomese meeting of Canvention, Canada’s national Séther organizations, and could get involved in
passed about, he decided this was too muchaamvention, was chaired by John Mansfielgolitics. She felt that a major part of religion in
a pain in the ass; forget religion, he’'d turn t€anvention is where the Aurora Awards areontrolling sexuality and determining who has
science. He leaped to his feet, and whippgutesented, and alternates between western audess to mates and how children are raised.
from his blood-stained pocket_a hyperbpal eastern Canada (the dividing line is the Mani- An audience member pointed out that most
small bowl-shaped container of condensedba/Ontario border). Usually it runs as part &F novels show the author’s view of a religion,
space time.** Upending its contents, he reanother convention. The only major businessot as that religion may actually be practiced.
versed time in the church to before the testicleas to accept Toronto Trek’s bid to host CarRublishers are only interested in what sells and
catastrophe, and walked out a free, whole marention in 2006. A Vancouverite in the auditheir view of religion in SF will over the long
a man about whom, and without hyperbiile ence suggested that V-Con might be biddimgin match the philosophy of SF readers. It had
could be said, he knew how to keep one eye @ it in 2007 when Canvention rotates backetter, otherwise the books don't sell and the
his balls. into the western zone. publisher goes out of business, another case of
* A reference to one of the Westercon deal- Challenger, Columbia, And Hubble.This natural selection.
ers selling bouncing balls that sparkled anplanel discussed what was learned from past Evolution Of The SF Convention. This
glowed as they bounced. mistakes and where to go from here. Larrganel was not on the past evolution but the
** Actual word suggested was ‘hyperbole’. Niven said the shuttle was built by committeduture development of conventions. Kevin
Them Bones Gonna RiseThis panel dis- hence its fatal defects. He said that a big proBtandlee said the graying of fandom is mostly
cussed the plausibility of cloning dinosaurem in spacecraft design is parasite contrah, reflection of the general population’s gray-
from fossil DNA, as inJurassic ParkDr. Phil keeping out people who want to add their prang, plus the fact that fans tend to stay longer
Currie, of the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaejects to the spacecraft. An audience member the hobby than they used to. Some increase
ontology in Drumbheller, said that palaeontolwho is a Boeing engineer said there was tan age is due to the expense of conventions, as
ogy attracts people who are not interested much interference from politicians, who ar@nly older fans can afford the hotels and travel.
science but just spectacular animals. Fossilizaet interested in space but rather in spreadif@pnvention running as a hobby is also expen-
tion can occur rapidly within days and preservdollars around to constituencies. sive. Standlee said that anime fans are the lat-
soft tissue in anaerobic conditions. Blair Petterson said Mir and the Internaest injection of new blood into fandom. He
Sandy Fitzpatrick, a DNA specialist withtional Space Station were like camping in youiound from asking them at publicity tables he
the University of Calgary, said the main probback yard; they should be out in deeper spao&nned at conventions that they don't think of
lem in reconstructing species from fossils iwhere they could be useful way stations. Thenime as SF, and thus have no interest in SF
getting good DNA. It starts decomposing at thAmericans’ mistake was to use man-ratecbnventions. [Speirs: Technically, anime is a
moment of death. We don’t even know howghuttles to haul freight, instead of separatingpe of media, not a genre, so anime fans are
many chromosomes a given species of dinthe two duties as the Russians do with Soyaprrect.] Fandom does not attract marketing
saur had. A lot of it is ‘junk DNA’, called that and Progress spacecraft. The shuttle disastpeople, of which it could use more.
originally because scientists thought it washowed what happens when the margins of An audience member who is a 30ish con-
useless, but now understood to be DNA whosafety are pushed out further with each launefention runner said that media fans are the
purpose we simply haven't yet discoveredecause nothing happened the last time a pidature of conventions. It is important to edu-
Most DNA recovered from samples is fragef foam fell off. The ill-fated Biosphere 2 ex-cate new and potential fans that volunteer-run
mentary, and must be pieced together bit by periment showed that we can’'t make artificiatonventions don't sell tickets, they sell mem-
by looking for overlaps in gene sequences. ecosystems work on Earth, much less in lzerships and expect active participation. He is
Fitzpatrick said the bane of her life andpacecraft. on the Con-Version committee (Calgary's
other DNA specialists is the television series Bad Religion And Odd Religion.Rebecca annual SF convention), which three years ago
CSlI, which is very misleading. Old bones (exBradley started off by remarking that the difhad a complete change of blood. The grey-
a 10-year-old murder) do not necessarily beards all departed at once, and the new
yield DNA, and tests take three days m ' committee chairs had to start from scratch.
mum. Although most of the CSI science Another audience member who recently
true, the timelines are ridiculously sh retired from the military said that he noticed
(laboratory tests within a couple of hou in his last five years of duty a sea change in
and laboratory technicians do not vi the way the younger generation thinks. They
crime scenes (it is the job of police to ¢ are accustomed to 5-minutes video clips, not
lect the evidence). half-hour training videotapes. This new gen-
Fanzine Kaffeeklatsch. This was eration is not used to the idea of thinking out
hosted by John Hertz (Los Angeles), v the consequences of actions and of planning
brought along samples of current zines ahead for an organization such as a conven-
explained to the novices about how to tion.
involved in the scene and how zine . Bobbie DeFault said she watches for new
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faces wandering around the convention andterested in the bottom line of the currerdnd let itself be run over from behind. As-
asks them if they would like to help out agiscal year. Blair Petterson said that historicalljronomer Dan Hladiuk had the latest
volunteers. She targets specific markets of fahorth America and Europe were the world’slownloads from NASA, some only an hour
with different types of flyers. A generic flyerenergy gluttons, but that is starting to chang#d, showing the impact and subsequent plume
doesn’t appeal to all groups. She is a goth aad India and China ramp up their industrializasf ejecta. Very spectacular photos; this is what
recruits from that community, and knows théion. Karl Johanson pointed out that we hawhe Internet is for, not downloading stolen
prejudice against them. She said if you are noénturies of uranium supplies available, ssongs or spamming people. The impact half of
willing to accept other fandoms, you cannahuclear power plants will come regardless dhe probe was of course vaporized, but the
expect others to share your fandom. John Hettze Greens. flypy spacecraft may next target Comet
mentioned it is better to promote the good in Hayden Trenholm felt that the major probBoethin in 3.5 years.
fandom than to waste time railing against thiem with energy supplies is not technical but Summary. The convention’s daily newslet-
bad. Ordinary publicity about SF conventiongolitical. Electricity is hampered by inefficientter was titledGnik's Gnews which may have
often does not explain itself to the generalistribution because it is not treated like aeant something to somebody but sounded too
public. commodity. Enron had the right idea abounuch of an in-joke. It did the job though, and
People For The Ethical Treatment Of trading it on an electronic market, but unfortualso appeared as supplements to announce
Mars. The question put to this panel wasately the crooks took over due to lack of ovelmaward results. Besides the Aurora Awards, the
whether it is a good idea to terraform Mars, bstight. The general consensus of the panel wascus Awards were presented, and there was a
this turned out to be almost entirely audienddat the future of energy supplies depends @upplement for the masquerade results.
discussion, not the panelists. It was mentionechat China and India do. An audience member The paid attendance was about 800, twice
from the floor that if life is discovered onsaid that long before the oil runs out a coupkke size of a normal Calgary convention. It
Mars, there is fear that it might be a plague, @f centuries from now, the social effects wildidn't feel that way though. There were a few
in the alternative, terraforming might destroype felt in advance, because the price of oil withore panels and events, but nothing that made
something useful. The concern would not be @screase rapidly. People will have to reducme feel | was attending something big. | only
great if it were archaebacteria but if multicellugas consumption and lower heating costs wetliet one American zine publisher, John Hertz;
lar organisms were discovered this would bieefore declining energy supplies make it conthere were a few Canucks who occasionally
an issue. pulsory. publish. | put out a batch of surplus zine ex-
A panelist whose badge name was Ctein Viking Costuming. At every convention, | changes of mine onto the freebie table and they
(no real name given) said that he would by to attend one or two panels on subjectdl went, but | suspect it was collectors taking
concerned about his generation’s terraformirgoout which | know little and do not partici-them, not zinesters.
ethics but not future generations, since hmate in, hence my being in the room for the All told, it was an enjoyable convention for
wouldn’t be around for them. Terraforming hasubject of Viking costuming. Gail Glass wasne. If there were any disasters, they were well
to be done on a large scale, because small etfte presenter, her interest deriving from hdridden and not apparent to the public.
systems are too unstable, as demonstrated Nigrwegian ancestry and a genealogical link Next Year In Ramada. Calgary’s regular
Biosphere 2. Terraforming Mars shouldn’t takevith the Vikings. She wore the traditional gartannual SF convention was skipped this year
place until after several centuries of explorasf a Viking woman. No helmet with horns,because of Westercon. Next year will see Con-
tion and research are done. There is some cwhich were not worn by Vikings except inVersion 22, but it is moving to a smaller hotel,
rent contamination of Mars from the landersiollywood movies, operas, and comic stripghe Ramada, on the opposite corner of the
but this is not the same thing as terraformin@he showed replica jewelry, swords, and othdowntown core from the Westin. The conven-

Danita Maslan said we can't afford the mistakpieces. tion committee mentioned they may move
of terraforming Mars into something that hu- The early Vikings were pagan but weragain in the future as they are looking for a
mans can't live in. eventually Christianized. They created havgglace where they can get multi-year bookings.

From the audience, | threw in my viewpointhroughout Europe in the first millennium butThey'll be lucky, | think, if they manage this
that we have been terraforming the Earth f@ventually vanished. They disappeared mainfgat. Calgary is a boom town and the hotels are
centuries. The Canadian prairies are nothirgpcause of absorption into the cultures theyt as desperate for our business as they used
like they were before Europeans settled esolonized. The word started out as a verlo be.
masse, and of course eastern North Ameribaking’ was what young men did to get money Looking further down the road in both time
has been heavily urbanized. The result is thahd a bride. The Viking women were strongnd space, Montréal is bidding for the 2009
agricultural operations are plagued by pesbo; they were the ones who carried the hou¥¢orldcon, which they would call Anticipation.
problems. Imagine trying to control pests okeys. The sudden outburst of Vikings was duere-support memberships are $25, from An-
Mars that were inadvertently introduced antb over-population in their home fijords. Agri-ticipation, C.P. 505, Succursale NDG, Mon-
whose control depends on chemicals that takaltural land is scarce in Norway, so they hattéal, Québec H4A 3P8. They propose to use
six months to be imported from Earth. It igo go pillaging to gain the booty they needethe Palais des congres, which has about 20,000
difficult to be ethical about Mars if we aren’tfor survival. Vikings did not use massivesquare metres exhibition space plus 65 meeting
about Earth. If there was native life on Marsswords a la Hollywood (few people did anyrooms. As well, there are various hotels with
we would put some into wildlife reserves anavhere) since the best sword is a light piece thiats of floor space.
steamroller the majority of the planet's lifecan be swung quickly to parry an opponent’'s Epilogue. The convention ended Monday
forms, just as we do on Earth. blow. They also had skis. afternoon, a regular business day in Canada

The Future Of Energy. Steve Lopata  Deep Impact. The last panel of the conven-but the American national holiday. | took the
started off this panel by worrying about the&ion, on Monday afternoon, was about NASA'$13 bus home and noticed a commuter sitting
dwindling nuclear power in the USA. WherDeep Impact project. There was a full house in front of me was reading a Robert Sawyer
the electrical shortages start developing, thetiee ballroom for this one. A few hours befor@ovel. As the bus went past the American con-
will be a sudden scramble to get more nuclettie panel began, the space probe launcheddate, | saw it had a large American flag hang-
power plants on line, resulting in bad compraarojectile on a collision course with the comeing from the balcony, and dozens of small
mises on safety. He was gloomy about thiEempel 1. The projectile didn’t aim directly atflags on the boulevard. Also two security
future of energy because corporations are ortlye comet, but instead swerved in front of iguards pacing back and forth.
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THE FANIVORE

In any event, I'm not personally
concerned about the problems of sell-

Phil Castora

ing my stories, since as soon as | try
to plot one, my mind goes completely
blank. | did manage to complete a

m} M!,'N mystery once — all of 3000 words.
' And about a dozen years ago, | was
’ A‘u: FA‘qu thinking about a twelve-parfDoctor
Who epic, whose plot took a sicken-
’“Lr um ing lurch in the middle when the actor
2 playing the recurring villain died; |
'ﬂ-HS . got to thinking about the several plot
threads that had been left hanging,
l and suddenly | was writing a story
which comes to 12,478 words, includ-
ing chapter titles and the overall title
“...Who Helps Himself.” Not exactly
impressive for someone aged 70.

And, of course, the obituaries.

In the case of Allan Rothstein, |
hate clichés | can’'t make fun of, and
I'll even risk “nudge-nudge, wink-
wink” from some of your readers if
you print this, but it was true: To
know him was to love him.

As for Jack Chalker, | never knew
him, but there’ll always be a soft spot
in my head heart for the author of
Scrooge McDuck’s biography.

I met Kelly Freas — he was Frank
Kelly-Freas, then — just over fifty
years ago. | was already impressed
with his art — and so was the Pitts-

Allow me to thank the hell out of you. I've
never been a fanzine fan, but I'm delighted t
make an exception fdfile 77Q (Though a
year or so ago someone up north sent me tv
issues of avery good zine; unfortunately,
there wasn’'t much in it that interested me —
which is why I've forgotten its name, | regret
to have to say.)

Oh, | don't think your zine is quite per-
fect, as superb as it is in so many repects. £
readers have different criteria, of course
Having been a very-often-attending LASFS
member since late 1962 and participated i
APA-L for a number of (rather scattered)
years, for example, | come close to being pt
off by the near total lack of silliness.

And thanks for running things I'd have tc
find on the net. One reason (of several) that
use this antique (1989) version 5.1 of Word
Perfect is that it runs in DOS. Aside from no
having to worry about it crashing, | don't
have to wait for Windows to come up, ther
almost anything | use Windows for. (I have ¢
Pentium Il with Windows 98. When Jack
Harness died, | helped his sister clean out h
apartment and she let me have one of h
computers — he had several. Well, Jack he
a magic touch with computers; unfortunately
it worked the wrong way and | had to pay
$50 to get it working right.) When | win the

big lottery prize, I'l get some faster hard- burgh Art Institute where he'd stud-
ware and software, and won't have time tc ied; they were on the second floor of
eat dinner before getting on line. In the mean- . a downtoyvn building at the time, gnd
time, | check my e-mail almost every day an@ressed me as being a Vhery Ghood Ghuy! the. wall on one side Qf the stalrcase. leading .to
not much else. Boy, that's a terrible picture of me in thatheir office and studios had a series of his

As for your daughter, | wouldn't say hela_rtide about LASFS’s and APA-L’s anniversacover and inter.ior iIIustratiqns its length. The
smile (yes, even in the photograph!) lights uEeS! Oh, and Larry .N|ve!'1, too0. .Of colurse]:hlrd and last time | met him was at a North
the room, but I'll bet your electric bill is a lotFOrTy has been showing his age since his setollywood book store where | spent $30 |
less since she came into your life. ous heart attack a couple of years ago. couldn’t well afford for the bQOk published a

'm glad the BSFS finally got a good tax AS for APA-L, | remember raising the copycouple of years ago. | mentioned one of the
ruling. Hearing about those two lower courgount from 70 to 75 — and Bruce Pelz objecstories he'd illustrated years ago in which
adverse rulings, 'm beginning to wonder if thdng. | didn’t argue with Bruce (I may be crazynothing physical happened, and there really
courts don’t qualify as bureaucracies in somalt I'm not stupid! Or is it the other waywasn't anything to illustrate, but he'd managed
sense. Bureaucracies do not obey Murphy&ound? — | keep forgetting), so when h& do something clever and effective anyway.
Law, you know. Murphy's Law says that iforought precisely 70 copies of his zine nextle told me he was always the one that was
racy, even if it can't, you still have only aboufly own stencils, ran off 75 identical copiesffom the few times | talked with him, | suspect
a fifty-fifty chance. and put it in the following week. Bruce Wasthat all who ever knew him, even as |I.tt|e as |

David Levine is quoted as saying he arjown away! He always had a poor opinion oflid, feel as though hg autographed their hearts.
Kate Yule have been eating in restaurants colS 0wn writing, for reasons I've never under- ~ Then there’s Michael Mason. For some
stantly for some time. Wish | could afford thaftood. reason I've never understood, there are a num-
oftener than several times a year. (You've H. L. Drake’s description of Darrellber of truly good people I've known that I've
heard the expression “flat broke” — would youSchweitzer seems awfully unlikely — tasseledever liked; MICha§| was one of them. But |
believe “concave shattered"?) hair?!? I've seen ponytails, pigtails, dreadhave to agree with all the complimentary

| sure hope Howard DeVore gets bettelocks, and hair that looked like it was combethings that have been said of him since his
Never met him, but | was in SAPS with hinWith an egg-beater, but never tasseled. I'd likdeath, and | can’t think of anything he ever did
for about a year around 1957, and he im0 see a picture of that — I think.... or said that | witnessed — or even just heard of
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— that was any less. Even aside from all h tinue to be out, and I'll report anything further
hard work for the LASFS, he seems to hau I might learn.

given everyone excellent reason to miss him.

don’t whatmy problem is, but | wish | knew Mike Resnick

how to fix it!

And I'm glad that you got John Hertz tc
write so much of what you didn’t write your-
self.

Francis Hamit's article about on-line pub
lishing reminds me of something | heard fron
late fan Ted Johnstone (who conducted h
social life under a pen name, and wrote bool
under his real name David McDaniel). On th
occasion of the first moon landing, he sai
“We're living in the future.” Hey, | can adjust!
(Well, 1 have to, so I can occasionally go ot
line and listen to a couple of radio program
from the 1940s and ‘50s.) And that remind
me: There were some mentions among tl
letters of olde-tym fannzeens. The Second La
of Thermodynamics guarantees that they wor, .
be around forever. But their lives can be verhink I'm quite that petty. As you may recall
considerably extended by putting them omy announcement carbeforeWorldcon.
DVDs. This is especially urgent for those done
on hecto or ditto with inks that fade a tiny biRgpert Lichtman
more every time someone takes them out o
their light-proof containers to look at them.

All my best to you and your lovely ladies
to your other readers, and to the artists w
turned out all that great work.

Got the currenfile 770today. Fine issue, as
usual. | must say that what | have said has
never been misquoted so inaccurately so often
as by the neo who wrote up ConText for you --
but what the hell, even misleading publicity is
better than none at all.

Darrell Schweitzer

Dear Mike,

One of my spies passed aldfite 770:144
with H.L. Drake’s not entirely flattering ac-
count of me in the midst of a Context report. |
don’'t remember meeting Mr. Drake, though |
’know the name. Is this the van Vogt expert? A
person of some scholarly accomplishments,
then.

Whatever Mr. Drake may think of my fash-
ion sense or grooming (something which
) o causes my wife occasional despair -- maybe |
Contrary to Phil Castora’s opinion, probablysnoyld just grow a moustache and go for the

ite a few readers dfile 770are aware that Ejnstein look), | am very surprised that he is
Walt Willis wrote The Improbable IrisHong  “angered” at being told some really basic stuff

. ago -- it's copyright 1969. If he wants to rezpout story-writing and particularly about
Steve Stiles place the copy he “unfortunately...lent to apanuscript format. An editor lives by his eyes.

acquaintance,” there are currently quite a feW manuscript is designed to be READ, on

. . . copies availgble. Go to Www.bookfinder.conbaper, as is, under which circumstances UN-
Thanks forFile 77Q which we received yester-to see the list. There are half a dozen pap@seRLINING is indeed the standard, not ital-

day. I'm going to have to take it to work, howback editions available for $5 or less. Thigs, because underlining is much easier to read,
ever, in order to read it in full inasmuch as weheapest hardcover is $12.00, and for $46-Z75rticularly on a double-spaced manuscript.
had no electricity last night --quite frustratingne can get a hardcover actualsigned by  perhaps in a generation, standards will change

because | had hOped to dOWﬂ|0aq an FTP pll(he aUthOr. but for now the correct format iS as typewriter_
gram for the purpose of uploading my site Greg Benford writes, “My first two fmz, |ike as possible. If you use italics, we will tell
(flna“y fInIShed!) to Bill Burns. Vacuum#l andVoid #1...were done on heCtO,you not to. If you use lots of fancy fonts and

last night's storm here in Maryland, so T'll beof Void #1 is still, for the most part, quite bril-the page like some of the passageBtia Stars

saving this in Drafts (which will probably liant. I think it was Boyd Raeburn’s. My Destinationwe won'’t read it.
mean this will be reformatted in some unpre- Joseph Major is quite right when he com-~ of course Mr. Drake should use italic in his
dictable way, sigh). plains that eBay has led to price inflation in thgaport, as it is published le 770 But a pro

Re Lasting Impressions: I'd like to reiterat@ised fanzine marketplace. However, this onlyhows the difference between manuscript for-
that my current fannish status is not a permgeems to apply to certain hot items, and oRgat and typesetting. An issuekife 770is not
nent gafiation, but rather a sabbatical. Lack @fan still get oldvandrosand the like for very g manuscript. Drake doesn’t seem to see the
time, plus a rather shaky financial situationijttte money. Indeed, | got six early issues Ofjiference. If he wants to be taken seriously, he
dictates that | cool it for a bit while I try toFile 770last month for 75 cents apiece. must put his work into a professional format.
develop new freelance possibilities. One wonders which library’'s special collec- | he wants to write novels before he has

Still, I've got enough art (unpublished yet}ions department was interested “a few yeats,d a short story (another point he seems to
in circulation, art commitments prior to myago” in Harold Drake’s van Vogt collection. Iftgxe umbrage over), then all | can say is, good
announcement (like for the LA folks), andt wasn't the Eaton SF collection at UC Riveryck Sir, you are made of sterner stuff than me.
loads of new art on my web site, to satisfy angide, | would recommend he place them there, as an editor, writing teacher, (and some-
generous and discerning fen who might wauind if it was | have to wonder about his statme literary agent) | can tell you from experi-
to nominate me for a Fan Art Hugo over thenent that “Now | do not want that library to bespce that there are few things more heart-
next 2-3 years. And | applaud such tastefithe repository for these possessions.” rending in this world than to be handed a thou-
folk! . As for Lloyd Penney's query about “Mmoresang page novel manuscript by a bright-eyed

(So get off your butts and do it already!)  updates on the disposition of the Warner eggpyice -- first volume of a trilogy, already

Not that | expect to ever win, but it is niceate,” several months ago my Hagerstown CoBpmpleted -- and when you go to read i, it's
to get those little lapel pins. tact reported a rumor her husband had heardiffe sort of manuscript which any pro can tell

Ted White feels that | gafiated because ofhich Sotheby's was named. However, ifyithin ten pages (or maybe within two) is
disgust over not winning the Hugo, but | don'seems to be Only A Rumor. My feelers Concompletely unpublishable. The author doesn't
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know grammar, has never heard of point gferished in a manner too hideous to be denly filing bid for NASFiC 2007, Kansas City
view, doesn’'t know how to describe or set acribed at a shoggoth barbeque and sing-aloalgout the most likely one for 2009, and Denver
scene, or whatever. | often describe the expedt the Durango Fear Ranch in 1940. It remaimshot competitor for 2008, it is entirely possi-
ence as being like dipping your foot into watea mystery that this issue seems to contain male that we may end up taking I-64 west from
to see if it is warm. It's not. You don't have taerial by many writers whose careers continuddbuisville for three years in a row.

sample the whole pool. Think of the dead tredseyond that point, including Ron Goulart, Ray Graphic Examples: The Eaton Collection,
that went into that manuscript, the wasteBaraday Nelson, Gregory Frost, Jim Harmonyhich will last as long as it doesn’t get put in
years of effort. This sort of frustration is likelyand, Mike Resnick. The present publishers abmxes and stored in a damp basement by a new
to make the writer stop writing, or, worse yetat a loss to explain this. curator who needs space for a collection of
head for the nearest vanity press. There areThe facsimile reprint is available from Wild-punkzines.

enough correctable mistakes in the first teside Press for $19.99. Wildside does many Short Waves: | was under the impression
pages that the next 3000 might as well bgulp reprints, often of very rare stuff lil&ub- that Ed Kramer was not permitted to communi-
blank. Until you've learned the basics, there imarine Stories, Tales of Magic and Mysterygate with the public at all. The twenty-first
no sense going on to 3000 pages. Think of 8picy Detective Storiegtc. But nothing quite century'slettre de cachetso to speak.

this way: if it takes you thirty tries to get aas exotic as this.

publishable story, which would you rather do? Jan Stinson

Thirty novels or thirty short stories? | know ofjoseph T. Major
a couple people who went the novel route.

Braver souls than I, | repeat. But once you | was very pleased to see my copy of 144 in
have sold a few stories, then at least you kn@d, e | hope those furries don't have toany mailbox yesterday, and read all of it then
you are writing on a professional level, thaych trouble changing the tracks on thas well. Not standing by the mailbox, of
your prose is, page-by-page, minimally workag genigstiger and Abrams. course, | read it at home. Liked it so well | just
ble. At that point, it's time to think of writing e’ prown: | get the impression, havinghad to send a loc asap!
something larger. You might have an actu@len his latest blast (the one subsequent to theTaral’s cover of the furry tank brigade
chance of being published. one you mentioned), that this difference afhembers prompts me to ask if the number 52
Applying this to my own career, | soldysinion has been going on for some time. Besh the topmost vehicle has any fhannish sig-
about 30 stories before attempting a first novakayriter? Yes, and deserving for her descripificance. The tank in the foreground is a very
And sold that. | don't have the traditionaljoy of the Torcon mess. Best Fanzine? Welood likeness of the M-1 Abrahms the U.S.
closet full of unpublishable novel manuscripts. Army was using when | was in service in the
People who seek to conserve our forests will Amazing Which has been temporarily1980s.
appreciate that. suspended, says Berkwits, because it was soJohn Hertz, H. L. Drake and Dale Speirs
H.L. Drake is a pretty good reporter overall,ccessful. Uh-huh. And here | was hoping herote great conreps. Thanks for those, and for
He quotes me as saying several things | acty g quit getting people to nominate him fothe LASFS and APA-L anniversary coverage
ally rememb?r saying. :I'he one thing he ekt fan writer, because he was a pro. and photos.
wrong is the “anthology” | had just finished. It The problem is that the field is now large | also appreciated seeing the ballot break-
was Weird TRAILS not Weird Tales The full - gnoygh to sustain people who are not withidown in the 2004 Hugo results. | find it very
title is Weird Trails: The Magazine of Superihe pounds of fandom as we know it, but whimteresting that of the over 5,000 people who
natural Cowboy StoriesApril 1933. Long- \yrite about SF & F for a living. Peter Jacksomttended or supported Noreascon 4, only about
time fans know the name of M.-M. Moamrathe,|ieq Starlog a “fanzine” and from his point
author of such "classics” as "Riders of the; yiey it was a magazine about science fic- F
Purple Ooze” and *The Shuffler from thejon that published nonfiction, not fiction. In a No) ear e THS

Stars,” many of which were “reprinted” insense, these people are competing out of their (W VLl "8

Tom Reamy and Ken Keller's magazines Circg 4q,e I gt
1975. (Nickelodeonetc.) “Riders” is in Mike J A LETTGR oL

Tsunami: And the wreck site on the Great

Resnick's Shaggy BEM SToriesThere is an gasses Reef was certainly exposed to the air, Pt
elaborate mythos about how M.M. Moamrathy, only the second time since the ship was T

\

a contemporary and blatant imitator of H.Ps ,nk in the seventeenth century. (SHee

Lovecraft, wrote for such marginal pulps of theaasure of the Great Raef

day asSpicy Zeppelin Stories, Depraved Tales, Neyws: | think | told Guy himself, but Enter-
Aryan Atrocity Adventuresand, yes,Weird prise Alabama built a monument to the boll
Trails: The Magazine of Supernatural Cowboyeevil because it forced them to diversify and
Stories (Nickelodeo#1 even contained anget away from a monoculture economy. They
interview with the editor oWWeird Trails Du- 54 nard times for a while but in the long run
rango Fear.) Moamrath had a “Hollywood,ere petter off.

period” too. Howard Waldrop “discovered” his | AGEs 70th. APA-L 40th: Forry looked

lost screenplay “Cthulhublanca” and publishedy feeple at Worldcon, 'm glad he’s better
it in the 1978 worldcon program book. NOW.

What | did for Wildside Press was produce random's Tangled Web: It was quickly

a facsimile of an actual issue of one of thosg|ained that the typewriter was one of those
legendary pulps, in fact the very one in whicyre gnes that had special superscript keys.
Riders of the Purple Ooze” is featured on the, and Gary must be some of those flunkeys
cover. It is well known to pulp scholars thas the Mellon Scaife Foundation. | expect to

the editor at that time, Abner Gibber, wageeFile 770 unmasked on the Hatewatch site
found mysteriously dissolved in 1938. It is alSQery S00N.

known that most of the staff and contributors The Past Is PrologueWith St. Louis the
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4 percent of them voted for Best Fanzine. Thieed; you've actually produced 144 issues. Thanks for the article on why publishers
other categories hardly fared much better. Fdihere’s dedication for you! Over how long aise freelancers. Finding publishers rely on
an award with so few voters, the Hugos cartyme has that been, anyway? And how often diiolen copyright to get more profits should
far too much weight in the book publishingyou actually put out an issue? surprise no-one. Copyright was said to be to
world. The most interesting item to me, this timprotect authors, but it is publishers who take
Compare this paucity of interest amonground, was the LaSFAS "@nniversary cele- advantage of it. Some things don’t change,
Worldcongoers with the explosion of fanabrations since | used to g8hangri L'Affairs whether it is over the web, or predates it by a
going on at efanzines dot com, and it's obviousirly regularly and it was nice to hear aboutyundred years.
that the fanzines which debuted in the last 3@hd see photographs of, some of the folks from | am still being troubled by spammers. My
years aren't getting read by very many peoplémy” time - folk like Arthur Jean Cox, Len previous address of fijagh lasted three years,
Being relieved of the cost of printing and mailMoffat, the USS John Trimble etc. Nice, alsachen someone put in a PDF zine that was on
ing all their copies has given several fanede read about more recent members such as the web. | now figure I'll change my email
(myself included) the motivation to Pub An ISlPAPA-L crowd that | “encounter” in John address each year, to help cope with such acci-
more regularly than they might otherwise havilertz's Vanamonde dental releases. I'm sure fans can figure out
done. Now that new postings to efanzines are Enjoyed all the various con reports, espi&ow it works.
being announced on at least one fandornially, as before, John's on the Westercon.
related newsgroup, perhaps more readers wilhese reports make the cons sound like go@hris Garcia
“discover” the efanzine gold mine. Will thatfun but a semi-recluse like me might be some-
change next year’s Hugo nominations? Stayhat intimidated by those thousands of strang-

tuned. ers (especially media fans!), | feel, althougmavenyt read an issue of F770 in almost a dec-
there are a number of fans | would like t{Q4e and once Bill Burns put it up on eFan-
Brad Foster meet. In fact 've only attended a few regionajines | knew that | have been missing out. It's

and one national con in my time in fandom bufice {5 see an actual fanzine talking about

stuck my nose in the door (so to speak) on thg ten net. You make a point that “Right now,

Here | just got finished complaining in a loc t¢@St day of the Worldcon when it was last ifrryfen net strikes me as a fast moving fanzine,
someone at how | had hardly seen any papef2Sgow. , , which may be slow by the net's activity stan-
zines arrive this year, and thEile 770shows Your news items and, sadly, obits are alspyys put is pretty satisfying to fans.” I always
up along with four other zines the same day ff great interest even if, as somebody said, thgye the trouble that I feel like so many things
the mailbox. When it rains, it pours! Okay, s¢'€Ws IS & little out of date on account of thg, tandom move like glaciers. | love fanzines,
maybe it's still just a sprinkle, but it certainlyY®ars gap between issues! Pay no attentioghq am becoming more and more hooked by
got me fannishly wet. It's still worth telllng!, , . the paper variety after years of only screen-
I've had a hard time finding my way around All for now, so I'l just close by offering aseq zines, but there's a lack of speed. | can
many of the online newsgroups and sucl}y congrats to Bob Tucker on reaching higeg \why many of the recent strings of fen have
Seems | have to spend too much time readiqgth birthday. Nice to hear of some of the olone tg things like LiveJournal (Third Row
tons of postings to find the nuggets of intere§S@Ng Surviving in the face of all the lossegandom in the UK being a prime example) so

to me. | agree with your comments here that/€'ve had in the last few years. that they move at the speed that folks like me
when | get a paperzine, | can at least figure the . tend to appreciate. | put olithe Drink Tank
editor has done a weeding process in thdiliC Llndsay once a week, and | feel like | don't really put
selections, and gotten rid of much of the cha# out enough material, and a lot of fanzine fans
to publish the wheat. I've been to Truefen.net a seem to think I'm working like Mercury to get

few times, but unless | am looking for som&ood to see thaFile 770 continues, albeit this stuff out. | think that'll be the future of
topic in particular, the mass of choices, afomewhat slowly. Given I'm not exactly setfanzine fandom: less paper but great fre-
having to click through so many things to seting speed records in getting copiesG¥gen- quency.

what is there, and never actually knowing i§cheinout, | can’'t complain. Your girl just turned three. My girlfriend
I've seen it all, keeps me from spending much | wonder how many fans work for the tathas a 5-year-old that | take care of most days
time. | get a zine, | can immediately see howffice? In Australia there is Gerald Smith. | tryand her mother thinks I'm poisoning her with
much material it contains, can do a quick scarot to think about taxes, now our tax act hdandom. My dad taught me to read using his
and know lhavescanned it all. The beauty ofreached 7,000 pages. | doubt anyone undéanzine collection and I'm doing the same with
the on-line zine for the creator is you have nstands it, including the people specializing iher. She likesChunga I've taken her to one
limits or boundaries to your content... that canulings. convention and she loved the name badge.
also be a hindrance for a potential reader. Or Thanks for the report on Janice Gelb fd8he’s very excited for hangin’ around with me
am | just too damn old to be able to handle thgovernator. Sounded like fun. when I'm Toastmaster at BayCon. She thinks
new way of passing on info? Alas, the story of the Warner collection didhat will make her a Princess.

Thanks too for the comments in this ish onot. I'm glad fans were able to keep some eye At times it gets hard to read some fanzines
things to consider when thinking of donatingn what has happened, and I'm sorry it didn&nd even Trufen when | read so much about
fanzines to a library. I've got a couple of boxework out better for preserving the material ogreat humans who I've read over the years
of zines that | was thinking of finding anothehand. Thanks to Robert Lichtman, Rich Lynclpassing away. It's a sad fact that | came in
home for one day. Nothing highly collectableand you. young, got to meet a lot of great faneds and
or rare, but it is a mass of print I'd hate to think Good to see someone collecting the wholeriters and artists and I've been reading over
would just turn into recycled paperpulp. set of Sierra Grace photographs. When and over of their deaths. Recently, it was Bill

moved to a digital camera my photography raowers passing. On the other hand, it was
Fred Smith went way up, with 6000 photos in the past 1great to see the article of the LASFS 70th An-
months. Thanks to computer technology, | camversary party where Forry and Roy Test and

ever find them all! Never mind the quality,the Moffatts attended. It's nice to see continu-
Many thanks fofFile 770:144- Hey! Just real- 00K at the number! ity in fandom.
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Great coverage of the various bids. I'm alis writing will be in collections of quotations.|_|oyd Penney
about the Montreal bid. Rene and | had a nidevas delighted to hear Westercon was graced
long chat and I really think that Montreal is dy a Keith Kato chili party, and a Sam Konkin
perfect city for a WorldCon. Il party and Guiness tasting. I's taken me a while to get to it, but at it | am.

The look at the various fanzine archives Francis Hamit mentions the high cost g, got issue 144 ofile 77q and I've also
was nice. I've had a chance to use the fanzit®BN numbers in the USA, thanks to th%ot the time to loc it. Might have to make it
collection in the Eaton Collection and its spedR.R.Bowker monopoly on issuing ISBN. lfast, but we'll see what happens. (144...the
tacular, though poorly organized. Working at aote the cost is far more reasonable in Austrgmy opportunity an issue might ever be de-
museum as a curator, | know how hard it cdia. scribed as gross.)
be to get a handle on a large collection, and However convenient to publishers, | will | ‘hack out Trufen.net to see what news
errors likeGrandfalloonand Bob Bergeron arenever buy a book that has effective digitghgere is, but seeing what kind of correspondent
understandable, though if it happens more thaights management on it. | have no idea whaty . for theFile years ago, and fohnsible
once, then that's a problem. I've heard of TenMicrosoft Reader is, but | bet it means SOMGow, | don't think I'd have aﬁything of interest
ple’s collection, though I've never heard oproprietary format for books. I'm just plain noty 44 to it. | check it for news, and carry on. |
anyone doing a serious amount of researdtiterested in books | may not be able to reag,ink rich brown has shown some remorse over
there. The Australian collection sounds interthings are different if the books are in html ofis piast at Cheryl Morgan in subsequent writ-
esting, but | doubt that I'd find it useful forpdf or Postscript, all standards that are NOWg. | think his main vent is about Cheryl not
what | tend to look into. There’'s a Swedislopen (even if they started out proprietary). flnaving a letter column iEmerald City Well
collection too that | understand is pretty goodjidn't buy a DVD until | had access to ways tQaither doed\nsible.. | loc them both anywéy
with most of the important Scandinavian zinebreak that ridiculous region coding and Macro;ng who knows, maybe my writings have’ a
and more than a few important US, Swedis¥ision interference. tiny bit of influence.
and other zines. | really wanna see that collec- Baen manage to release electronic books™| .an't believe Sierra is three years old al-

tion with my own eyes. without any copy protection. | haven't bough],eady_ She sounds like she’s as sharp as a
A great read with this issue. | hope to get their electronic books (who has time to reaf};\ck...maybe she could be your associate editor

read more them all), but 'm so impressed by their attiz,, getting the nextFile out quicker. Faster
o tude that I'l buy their paper copies when Lcnequle, and you still get to spend lots of time

Eric Lindsay notice them, even if | suspect the book in qUeg;ith your little sweetie. No kids have we, but

tion a marginal good read. we do have nieces. Our niece Nicole, who we
~ Joseph T. Major has the right idea about nQteq to take to local cons, and even to the 1992
Thanks also foFile 770:144 somewhat more 91Ving your email address to stores. SOMeORgorigeon in Orlando, just gave birth about a
recent. at their head office will be making a little e ago to a boy named Jakson, which makes
| liked the Von Braun two-stage Hugo. ~ money on the side selling email lists. | use & great-uncle and great-aunt for the third time.

Like you, I like the idea of Victor Gon- throwaway email address, like may2005@ that |'see Bill Bowers as a reference to David
zalez's Trufen.net news site. Now what | nee@forks for only a few months when places inayjer's medical problems...a shame that Bill
to do is ensure | actually read it more freSiSt that they need a working email address. himself is now gone. Only met Bill once, and
quently. Victor has done a great job on it. that was at a Midwestcon.

Speaking of fans knowing how to party, as Your article on the Westercon/Canvention
you do on page 8, Alyson
Abramowitz brought a bunch of
her political party fanzines to a
party Alan Baum and Donya
White put on. At least she was
sure of an audience who knev
how to collate, staple and fold.

| know | was one of the ear-
lier fans to have a heart attacl
fanzine in 1997, but this trend
should not be emulated, nor con
tinued. You hear that David Ax-
ler, Dave Locke and Howard
DeVore?

Amygdala isn't my sort of
blog, but it was interesting where
Gary Farber had gone. | recal
checking the rasff newsgroup®™
many, many years ago. As usua
| obscured my email address t
reduce spam. Gary sent me a
email telling me how offensive
that was to internet standards.
dumped rasff and have neve
gone back.

John Hertz does his usual fint
job of convention description.
Some day a substantial part o
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reminds me that the final Auro
ballot has yet to see the light
day. | was on Dennis Mullin’
Aurora website this morning
and Dennis announces that ;T

drop out of it --- in a few more years,
almost all of fandom, or those fans |
know, will have died, leaving me lost
amidst a sea of unfamiliar names. (I
guess part of the reason | “sound” so
ballot will emerge no later the depressed here is that a neighbor just
May 23. As soon as it does, | ¢ ‘ told me Bill Bowers had passed. There
relay what the final ballot says [ / - | goes another Big Part of Fandom. Or
you 1% / 1) Do NO
|
|
|
i

AR

at least, the Fandom that | knew.)

| can only hope that Torcon
can be as good citizens as C
Jose is. | knowthe members
the current post-Torcon board
directors as they attempt to wil
down the corporation, but tt
cash in the treasury...who kno
where it may go? | have hee
nearly nothing about where tl
cash may go, except to a ¢
proved convention or two, ¢
possibly to the Friends of tt

Merril ~ Collection. Passalon Taral Wayne: [About the tanks on

funds have yet to go out, to the the cover of the last File 77@ne was a Tiger
best of my knowledge. P.S. the 12 Gestetners were successfulfyfrom 1944. The other was more or less an

It's always good to see that more Worldcomoved from my old house last weekend anghrams A2 MBT. The original version was for
bids are rising up to give the voters somethingre safely sitting down in my new basement. 5 customer who wanted a few skiffy additions,
to think about. However, Yvonne and | have By the way, need any mimeos? | need ffe force field generators. Gotta make sure the
given up on Worldcons...too expensive, angare down the collection... good guys win... | re-did it later, without the
the politics we've suffered through have put us Got three e-stencilers, too! And everybodihe add-ons, but put my fictional characters in
off them, at least for now. sent me their old ink and stuff over the lagg give it a different spin.

| knew that George Flynn and | had proodecade or so as they were moving or cleaning
reading in common, but also our length of timeut their basements. Basically, | think | hav )
in the first grade. | had been there for aboutraiost of the remaining mimeg equipment an%‘etterl‘]"JleS Addresses
week when a teacher took me by the hand intapplies left in fandom. And | still need to_ .
the second grade room, and | was at Ieastfiaips% running the art on the collector mimed Nl Castora, 3915 Stevely Ave. #2, Los
year younger than my peers for the rest of mydition of the second Burbee anthology. | di _Angeles, CA 90008-1336 .
primary and secondary schooling. The result$buted 300 or so of the Xerox version of th%rad W: Foste.r: P.O. Box 165246, Irving, TX
Both positive and negative. | never knew anyedition, but the mimeo pages | ran off fro 75016; E-mail: bMoster@Juno.com
one my own age. Terry's stencils are still boxed up and waitin hristopher J. Garcia,

We Also Heard From

James Young:| enjoyed it a lot, and
like the cover art, unusual to see a
King Tiger on the cover of a fanzine,
or maybe it isn’'t and | know little.

Henry Welch: Thanks for publish-
ing the URL for the Fan Gallery. It is
about time that this material was given
the wider dissemination it deserves via
the WWW.

In Jim Fox-Davis’ piece, | think when hefor me to find time to add the art. E-mail:.garcia@compgt.erhistory.org
refers to a Toronto SF museum, he might be Robert Lichtman, E-mail:
thinking of the Merril Collection, which hasTim Marion robertlichtman@yahoo.com
'S g i _ Eric Lindsay,
used Kelly's signature Gremlin in its promo o .
tional pieces. E-mail: fljagh2005@erlcllndsay.com
Have a look at www.sectarianwave.co Joseph T. Major, 1409 Christy Ave.,

. ) Must wanted to add that 'm glad | called you| guisville. KY 40204-2040: E-mail-
and you'll see more about this CD project I've, bugged you for those missing issues Oftmajor@i,glou.com ; :

been prattling on about for years. That's all fO'EI 77 ially si | ) ( I
to h “mail-
now, take care, and | look forward to anothe\lrI e 770 especially since | seem to have &im Marion, E-mail:

. ague note in one of them. | also appreciate arjmqthy.Marion@ CliffordChance.com
issue RSN. : e y. -con

the news of fandom, mainly because it's justioyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke,
about the only place | have to keep up withoNT M9C 2B2, Canada; E-mail:
Jeff Schalles such things. Readingjle 770gives me a very penneys@allstream.net

bittersweet feeling, however, both due to afjike Resnick, E-mail:

the announcements of fans passing and due t@jike-resnick@abooks.com

Thanks for theFile 770 My fanac has fallen all the attention various jerks seem to receiVgsff Schalles, 749 36th Ave. NE, Minneapolis,
behind in recent years, and | pretty much stay fandom. But | must be philosophical aboutpN 55418; E-mail: jeffs@tcinternet.net
away from the various online and emaisuch things --- merely because | have foundarrell Schweitzer, E-mail:

sources of fannish news and gossip. It's jusbmeone to be a jerk, that doesn’t mean theYarrells@comcast.net

not... that important... any more. To me, anjhaven’t been nice to others, otherwise theyreq Smith, E-mail: f.smith50@ntlworld.com

ways. i ) __wouldn't be popular at all. And | have to congteve Stiles, E-mail: swstiles@comcast.net
But when &File 770 arrives, | read it with sider that although | try to be a nice guy, Myan Stinson: Jan Stinson, P.O. Box 248,
great pleasure. actions may have been interpreted as ratheEastlake, MI 49626-0248: E-mail:

Here’'s some news of my own: Marjori¢jerky” by others in the past. But these two tropicsf@earthlink.net
Magidow and myself were married 3 weeksisappointments are very discouraging, andenry Welch, E-mail: welch@msoe.edu
ago and have moved into the new house wkead me to think that no matter how disgustedjhmes Young, E-mail: piglet@indigo.ie
bought. may get with fandom, | don’t actually have to






