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Jim
 says “D

am
n, I feel like I’m

 spinning, trying to read it online. 
E

ither rotate and rotate and rotate, or read upside dow
n.” 

 

T
h

e 
Tr

uc
k 

S
to

ry
 

D
o

u
g

la
s 

S
p

en
ce

r 
28

th
 J

un
e 

20
04

 
“d

o
u

g
s”

 o
n

 L
J 

I w
as

 s
pe

nd
in

g 
a 

co
up

le
 o

f w
ee

ks
 in

 th
e 

U
SA

. 

I n
ee

de
d 

to
 h

ir
e 

a 
ve

hi
cl

e.
 

I’
d 

pr
ev

io
us

ly
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
th

at
 th

e 
us

ua
l c

ar
 h

ir
e 

pl
ac

es
 a

re
n’

t s
at

is
fi

ed
 w

ith
 

an
yt

hi
ng

 le
ss

 th
an

 a
 m

aj
or

 c
re

di
t c

ar
d.

 

H
ow

ev
er

, U
-H

au
l a

re
 a

llo
w

ed
 to

 ta
ke

 a
 V

is
a 

de
bi

t c
ar

d,
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f p
la

st
ic

 w
ith

 
w

hi
ch

 I 
am

 b
le

ss
ed

. 

I n
os

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
on

 th
e 

U
-H

au
l w

eb
si

te
, a

nd
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
C

ap
ito

l H
ill

 
br

an
ch

 o
f U

-H
au

l w
as

 th
e 

ea
si

es
t f

or
 m

e 
to

 g
et

 to
 o

n 
fo

ot
 a

nd
 u

si
ng

 th
e 

M
et

ro
. 

I p
ho

ne
d 

ce
nt

ra
l b

oo
ki

ng
s 

(a
 1

-8
00

 n
um

be
r)

 a
nd

 s
po

ke
 to

 a
 n

ic
e 

ge
nt

le
m

an
 

th
er

e.
 I 

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
th

at
 I 

w
an

te
d 

to
 h

ir
e 

a 
sm

al
l p

ic
ku

p 
tr

uc
k 

fr
om

 U
-H

au
l a

t 
C

ap
ito

l H
ill

, a
nd

 h
e 

sa
id

 th
at

 th
ey

 c
ou

ld
 d

o 
th

at
. I

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at

 I 
ha

d 
a 

V
is

a 
de

bi
t c

ar
d,

 ra
th

er
 th

an
 th

e 
m

or
e 

us
ua

l c
re

di
t c

ar
d,

 a
nd

 h
e 

sa
id

 th
at

 th
is

 w
ou

ld
 

be
 fi

ne
. I

 m
en

tio
ne

d 
th

at
 m

y 
dr

iv
in

g 
lic

en
se

 w
as

 a
 U

K
/E

U
 d

ri
vi

ng
 li

ce
ns

e,
 a

nd
 

he
 to

ld
 m

e 
th

at
 a

ny
 d

ri
vi

ng
 li

ce
ns

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

pe
rf

ec
tly

 g
oo

d.
 H

e 
to

ok
 m

y 
ca

rd
 

nu
m

be
r a

nd
 m

y 
bo

ok
in

g.
 H

e 
at

te
m

pt
ed

 to
 p

ut
 m

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
to

 th
e 

de
po

t, 
bu

t t
he

 
lin

e 
w

as
 c

on
st

an
tly

 e
ng

ag
ed

. I
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 s
pe

ak
 to

 th
e 

de
po

t, 
he

 s
ai

d,
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 
pi

n 
do

w
n 

th
e 

fi
na

l d
et

ai
ls

 o
f w

he
n 

I w
ou

ld
 b

e 
pi

ck
in

g 
th

e 
ve

hi
cl

e 
up

 a
nd

 s
o 

on
. 

H
e 

tr
ie

d 
to

 c
on

ne
ct

 m
e 

on
ce

 m
or

e,
 w

ith
ou

t s
uc

ce
ss

. A
nd

 s
o 

he
 g

av
e 

m
e 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f t
he

 d
ep

ot
 (a

no
th

er
 1

-8
00

 n
um

be
r)

, h
e 

w
is

he
d 

m
e 

w
el

l, 
an

d 
w

e 
di

sc
on

ne
ct

ed
. 

I p
ho

ne
d 

th
e 

de
po

t o
n 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r s

up
pl

ie
d 

se
ve

ra
l t

im
es

 o
ve

r t
he

 n
ex

t h
ou

r, 
bu

t t
he

 li
ne

 re
m

ai
ne

d 
bu

sy
. E

ve
nt

ua
lly

, I
 d

ec
id

ed
 th

at
 I 

w
ou

ld
 ju

st
 tu

rn
 u

p,
 a

nd
 

so
rt

 o
ut

 th
e 

de
ta

ils
 o

ve
r t

he
 d

es
k.

 I 
st

ro
lle

d 
do

w
n 

to
 th

e 
M

et
ro

, h
op

pe
d 

on
 a

 
tr

ai
n 

an
d 

w
en

t d
ow

n 
to

 U
ni

on
 S

ta
tio

n,
 w

al
ke

d 
ro

un
d 

th
e 

co
rn

er
 a

nd
 in

to
 th

e 
de

po
t. 

H
e’

d 
ne

ve
r h

ea
rd

 o
f m

e.
 H

is
 c

ol
le

ag
ue

 h
ad

n’
t h

ea
rd

 o
f m

e.
 I 

w
as

n’
t o

n 
th

ei
r 

lis
t, 

an
d 

th
ey

 d
id

n’
t h

av
e 

an
y 

ve
hi

cl
es

 th
at

 w
er

e 
fr

ee
 a

ny
w

ay
. T

he
y 

co
ul

d 
ge

t 
m

e 
on

e 
fo

r T
ue

sd
ay

, p
er

ha
ps

 —
 if

 I 
fa

ce
d 

ea
st

 a
nd

 s
ac

ri
fi

ce
d 

a 
ba

dg
er

 —
 b

ut
 

no
t t

od
ay

, n
ot

 a
t a

ll.
 I 

as
ke

d 
th

em
 to

 c
he

ck
 th

e 
co

m
pu

te
r f

or
 m

y 
bo

ok
in

g,
 a

nd
 

th
ey

 s
ol

em
nl

y 
in

fo
rm

ed
 m

e 
th

at
 m

y 
tr

uc
k 

w
as

 a
t H

ya
tts

vi
lle

, o
ve

r t
he

 h
ill

s 
an

d 
fa

r a
w

ay
. 

  

I w
al

ke
d 

ba
ck

 to
 U

ni
on

 S
ta

tio
n 

an
d 

on
to

 th
e 

M
et

ro
 o

nc
e 

m
or

e.
 A

t H
ya

tts
vi

lle
, 

in
 th

e 
ba

ki
ng

 h
ea

t o
f t

he
 n

oo
nd

ay
 s

un
, I

 w
al

ke
d 

ro
un

d 
to

 th
e 

U
-H

au
l d

ep
ot

 
th

er
e,

 a
nd

 c
on

su
lte

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
yo

un
g 

la
dy

 b
eh

in
d 

th
e 

co
un

te
r. 

I a
pp

ea
re

d 
on

 h
er

 
lis

t, 
an

d 
sh

e 
ha

d 
a 

ve
hi

cl
e 

w
ith

 m
y 

na
m

e 
on

 it
, a

nd
 c

ou
ld

 s
he

 p
le

as
e 

ta
ke

 a
 lo

ok
 

at
 m

y 
cr

ed
it 

ca
rd

? 

I e
xp

la
in

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
ge

nt
le

m
an

 a
t c

en
tr

al
 b

oo
ki

ng
s 

ha
d 

to
ld

 m
e 

th
at

 m
y 

V
is

a 
de

bi
t c

ar
d 

w
as

 p
er

fe
ct

ly
 in

 o
rd

er
, a

nd
 th

at
 in

 fa
ct

 h
e’

d 
ta

ke
n 

th
e 

bo
ok

in
g 

us
in

g 
th

is
 v

er
y 

ca
rd

. S
he

 to
ld

 m
e 

th
at

 it
 w

as
 p

er
fe

ct
ly

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 b

oo
k 

us
in

g 
a 

V
is

a 
de

bi
t c

ar
d,

 b
ut

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 a

ct
ua

lly
 h

ir
e 

a 
pi

ck
up

 tr
uc

k 
or

 a
 s

m
al

l v
an

, I
 w

ou
ld

 
ne

ed
 a

 c
re

di
t c

ar
d.

 Y
ou

 s
ee

, t
he

 p
ic

ku
ps

 a
nd

 th
e 

va
ns

 a
re

 le
as

ed
 b

y 
U

-H
au

l, 
an

d 
th

e 
te

rm
s 

of
 th

e 
le

as
e 

fo
rb

id
 th

em
 fr

om
 b

ei
ng

 h
ir

ed
 o

ut
 o

n 
de

bi
t c

ar
ds

. 
W

ith
 m

y 
de

bi
t c

ar
d,

 it
 w

as
 p

er
fe

ct
ly

 in
 o

rd
er

 fo
r m

e 
to

 h
ir

e 
a 

st
up

id
ly

 la
rg

e 
bo

x 
va

n,
 a

nd
 c

ou
ld

 s
he

 ju
st

 c
he

ck
 m

y 
dr

iv
in

g 
lic

en
se

…
 

I e
xp

la
in

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
ge

nt
le

m
an

 a
t c

en
tr

al
 b

oo
ki

ng
s 

ha
d 

to
ld

 m
e 

th
at

 m
y 

U
K

/E
U

 
dr

iv
in

g 
lic

en
se

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
pe

rf
ec

tly
 g

oo
d,

 a
nd

 s
he

 h
um

m
ed

 a
nd

 h
aa

ed
 a

nd
 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t h
er

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 m

an
ua

l a
nd

 p
ho

ne
d 

so
m

eo
ne

, a
nd

 d
ec

id
ed

 th
at

 y
es

, i
t 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
fi

ne
. 

A
nd

 th
at

’s
 h

ow
 I 

hi
re

d 
m

y 
lit

tle
 p

ic
ku

p 
tr

uc
k 

la
rg

e 
bo

x 
va

n 
to

da
y.

 

 C
ar

d
b

o
ar

d
 N

ew
m

an
 B

in
g

o
 

D
o

u
g

la
s 

S
p

en
ce

r 
21

st
 J

u
ly

 2
00

4 
“d

o
u

g
s”

 o
n

 L
J 

Pr
in

t t
hi

s 
pa

ge
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 it

 to
 th

e 
pu

b.
 W

he
ne

ve
r R

ob
er

t N
ew

m
an

 
m

en
tio

ns
 a

 to
pi

c,
 m

ar
k 

yo
ur

 c
ar

d.
 W

he
n 

yo
u 

ge
t a

 s
tr

ai
gh

t l
in

e,
 s

ho
ut

 
“C

ro
yd

on
” 

an
d 

de
m

an
d 

th
at

 h
e 

bu
y 

yo
u 

a 
pi

nt
. 

  
M

I5
 

 
U

ni
on

s 
 

 
an

d 
M

I6
 

T
on

y 
L

uk
e 

at
 G

C
H

Q
 

  
Si

m
o 

Jo
hn

 P
re

sc
ot

t 
Fl

ic
k 

  
M

rs
 S

lo
co

m
be

’s
 

T
on

y 
B

la
ir 

D
is

ne
y 

 
 

pu
ss

y 
 

m
ig

ht
 s

ue
 

 

2 
3 8 

C
o

o
kery S

ectio
n 

D
o

u
g

las S
p

en
cer 

2
n

d Ju
ly 2004 

“d
o

u
g

s” o
n

 L
J 

H
ot F

ruity P
ork 

 

Four m
edium

 size m
id-cut pork loin chops 

O
range, straw

berry and banana juice 
B

alsam
ic vinegar 

B
row

n sugar 
G

arlic salt 
N

utm
eg 

 I took a sm
all glassful of fruit juice, a sm

all sloosh of balsam
ic 

vinegar, a very heaped teaspoonful of brow
n sugar, and about a 

half teaspoon each of garlic salt and nutm
eg. I com

bined these and 
poured the result into a shallow

 dish, in w
hich I m

arinated the 
pork for about four hours, turning it occasionally. 

I took a nice hot non-stick frying pan w
ith a little dribble of olive 

oil, and blasted the chops for a few
 seconds on each side. I then 

turned the heat dow
n a little, and let them

 cook for a bit. A
fter a 

w
hile, I poured the rem

aining m
arinade into the pan, and let it 

bubble until the m
eat w

as cooked, turning them
 over occasionally. 

Y
ou can gauge how

 w
ell cooked a chop is by prodding it —

 
there’s progressively less give as it becom

es m
ore fully cooked. 

A
dditionally, the m

arinade/sauce w
as reducing, thickening, 

caram
elising slightly.  G

oing brow
n, anyw

ay. 

M
eanw

hile, Susan w
as pinging a couple of sw

eet potatoes and a 
tin of peas (not in the tin). 

 A
ll very nice. A

nd w
ell w

orth a try, if you fancy it. A
nd, if you 

don’t have any of the ingredients listed, then som
e suitable 

substitutions are alm
ost certain to w

ork just as w
ell. E

njoy it. 
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