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Susan says “It'll be all foldable, like before, right?” 

D
ouglas says “Y

es, the sam
e geom

etry.” 
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“l
o

rd
g

aw
ai

n
e”

 o
n

 L
J 

W
he

n 
yo

u 
sw

ea
r a

lle
gi

an
ce

 to
 a

 c
ou

nt
ry

, a
nd

 fo
llo

w
 it

s 
la

w
s,

 fe
el

in
g 

th
at

 th
ey

 s
up

er
se

de
 th

e 
la

w
s 

of
 th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
yo

u'
re

 in
 (w

he
th

er
 o

r n
ot

 
yo

u'
re

 a
ct

ua
lly

 a
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iti
ze

n 
of

 th
e 

fi
rs

t)
, s

ho
ul

dn
't 

yo
u 

be
 a
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iti

ze
n 

of
 th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
yo

u 
fe

el
 a

n 
al

lia
nc

e 
w

ith
? 

W
e 

ha
ve

 a
 lo

t o
f p

eo
pl

e 
lik

e 
th

at
 

ru
nn

in
g 

ro
un

d 
th

e 
U

.S
., 

an
d 

m
os

t o
f t

he
 w

or
ld

 d
oe

s 
to

o,
 a

ct
ua

lly
.  

T
he

y'
re

 c
al

le
d 

th
e 

R
om

an
 C

at
ho

lic
 c

le
rg

y.
 

B
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

is
 is

 a
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

ba
sh

, l
et

 m
e 

fi
ni

sh
.  

It
 a

ll 
go

t s
ta

rt
ed

 
by

 th
e 

re
ce

nt
 le

ga
l p

ro
bl

em
s 

th
ey

'v
e 

be
en

 h
av

in
g.

  I
t s

ee
m

s 
yo

u 
ca

n'
t 

op
en

 a
 p

ap
er

 w
ith

ou
t r

ea
di

ng
 th

ey
'v

e 
ha

d 
an

ot
he

r p
ri

es
t m

ol
es

tin
g 

yo
un

gs
te

rs
, b

oy
s 

or
 g

ir
ls

.  
It

 a
ll 

ca
m

e 
to

 a
 h

ea
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

hi
t-a

nd
-r

un
 b

y 
th

e 
B

is
ho

p 
of

 P
ho

en
ix

, A
ri

zo
na

.  
If

 y
ou

 d
on

't 
kn

ow
 th

e 
st

or
y,

 th
e 

nu
ts

he
ll 

is
 h

e 
hi

t a
 h

om
el

es
s 

m
an

, a
nd

 fl
ed

 th
e 

sc
en

e,
 le

av
in

g 
hi

m
 d

ea
d 

in
 th

e 
st

re
et

.  
W

hi
le

 th
e 

po
lic

e 
po

nd
er

ed
 w

he
th

er
 o

r n
ot

 to
 c

ha
rg

e 
hi

m
 

w
ith

 a
ny

th
in

g,
 th

e 
po

pe
 re

ca
lle

d 
hi

m
 to

 R
om

e,
 to

 d
is

m
is

s 
hi

m
 fr

om
 h

is
 

po
si

tio
n.

  I
 d

on
't 

kn
ow

 if
 h

e 
w

ill
 re

tu
rn

 to
 fa

ce
 c

ha
rg

es
 y

et
 o

r n
ot

…
bu

t i
t 

do
es

 b
ri

ng
 m

e 
to

 m
y 

po
in

t. 

It
 s

ee
m

s 
al

l t
he

se
 p

ri
es

ts
, w

he
n 

th
ey

 g
et

 in
 tr

ou
bl

e,
 ru

n 
cr

yi
ng

 to
 B

ig
 

D
ad

dy
 fo

r a
bs

ol
ut

io
n…

B
D

 b
ei

ng
 m

y 
sh

or
th

an
d 

in
 th

is
 c

as
e 

fo
r t

he
 

Po
pe

, G
od

's 
pe

rs
on

al
 s

w
itc

hb
oa

rd
.  

T
he

re
's 

be
en

 a
 lo

t o
f l

eg
al

 a
ct

io
n 

sh
or

t-c
ir

cu
ite

d 
by

 th
e 

C
hu

rc
h'

s 
se

lf-
pr

oc
la

im
ed

 a
ut

ho
ri

ty
 to

 h
an

dl
e 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
in

te
rn

al
 a

ff
ai

rs
, a

nd
 d

ea
l w

ith
 th

ei
r o

w
n 

m
is

cr
ea

nt
s.

  I
f y

ou
'v

e 
he

ar
d 

of
 a

 c
as

e 
w

he
re

 a
ny

 p
ri

es
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

fa
ce

d 
w

ith
 a

ct
ua

l c
ri

m
in

al
 

pr
oc

ee
di

ng
s,

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
a 

co
ur

t a
nd

 a
 ju

dg
e…

w
el

l, 
it'

s 
ne

w
s 

to
 m

e.
 

T
he

y 
al

so
 h

av
e 

th
at

 a
fo

re
-m

en
tio

ne
d 

al
le

gi
an

ce
 th

at
 s

up
er

se
de

s 
(o

r s
o 

th
ey

 s
ee

m
 to

 th
in

k)
 th

e 
la

w
s 

of
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.  
It

's 
th

e 
vo

w
 th

ey
 ta

ke
 

w
he

n 
th

ey
 d

ed
ic

at
e 

th
ei

r l
if

e 
to

 G
od

 a
nd

 th
e 

R
om

an
 C

at
ho

lic
 C

hu
rc

h,
 

hi
s 

ea
rt

hl
y 

H
Q

, e
m

bo
di

ed
 in

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 o

f H
is

 H
ol

in
es

s,
 th

e 
Po

pe
.  

T
he

 
cl

er
gy

 a
re

 a
ll 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 G

od
's 

"a
m

ba
ss

ad
or

s,
" 

sp
re

ad
in

g 
hi

s 
w

or
d 

to
 

th
e 

un
ta

ug
ht

 m
as

se
s,

 to
 re

de
em

 s
ou

ls
 fo

r c
as

h 
an

d 
va

lu
ab

le
 p

ri
ze

s.
 

So
, t

o 
su

m
 m

y 
po

in
ts

 s
o 

fa
r:

 

1)
 P

ri
es

ts
 a

re
 a

m
ba

ss
ad

or
s 

of
 G

od
. 

2)
 T

he
y 

ha
ve

 s
w

or
n 

a 
vo

w
, t

o 
G

od
 a

nd
 h

is
 re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

th
e 

Po
pe

. 
3)

 T
he

y’
ve

 b
ro

ke
n 

fa
ith

 w
ith

 th
e 

la
w

s 
of

 th
ei

r c
ou

nt
ry

 o
f c

iti
ze

ns
hi

p.
 

W
hi

ch
 b

ri
ng

s 
m

e 
to

 m
y 

po
in

t a
nd

 th
ou

gh
t: 

T
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 A

m
er

ic
an

 c
iti

ze
ns

. 

O
ka

y,
 fo

llo
w

 m
e 

on
 th

is
.  

T
he

y'
ve

 s
w

or
n 

to
 fo

llo
w

 G
od

, a
nd

 h
is

 v
oi

ce
 

on
 E

ar
th

, t
he

 P
op

e,
 w

ho
 is

 th
e 

ru
le

r o
f V

at
ic

an
 C

ity
, w

hi
ch

, w
hi

le
 it

 is
 

lo
ca

te
d 

sm
ac

k 
da

b 
in

 th
e 

m
id

dl
e 

of
 R

om
e,

 is
 a

 L
E

G
A

L
L

Y
 re

co
gn

iz
ed

 
co

un
tr

y 
in

 it
s 

ow
n 

ri
gh

t!
 W

e 
sh

ou
ld

n'
t j

us
t k

ic
k 

th
em

 o
ut

, t
he

y 
ar

e 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
s…

bu
t i

f t
he

y 
w

is
h 

to
 fo

llo
w

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
la

w
s,

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
on

es
 

im
po

se
d 

by
 th

e 
V

at
ic

an
, t

he
y 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ci

tiz
en

s 
of

 V
at

ic
an

 C
ity

, a
nd

 
ne

ed
 b

ot
h 

a 
pa

ss
po

rt
 a

nd
 a

 w
or

ki
ng

 v
is

a 
to

 le
t t

he
m

 li
ve

 a
nd

 w
or

k 
in

 th
e 

U
.S

.  
A

nd
, s

in
ce

 th
ey

 a
re

 a
m

ba
ss

ad
or

s,
 th

ey
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
di

pl
om

at
ic

 
im

m
un

ity
 fo

r a
ny

 c
ri

m
es

 th
ey

 c
om

m
it 

he
re

…
so

m
et

hi
ng

 th
ey

 s
ee

m
 to

 
th

in
k 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
to

 b
eg

in
 w

ith
.  

T
he

 d
if

fe
re

nc
e 

he
re

 is
, i

f t
he

y 
ac

t u
p,

 th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t c

an
 s

im
pl

y 
de

cl
ar

e 
th

em
 "

pe
rs

on
a 

no
n 

gr
at

a"
…

an
d 

sh
ip

 
th

em
 o

ff
 to

 e
nj

oy
 th

ei
r l

if
e 

ba
ck

 h
om

e 
in

 R
om

e.
   

I w
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de
r h

ow
 m

an
y 

of
 th

em
 w

ou
ld

 k
ee

p 
br

ea
ki
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 U

.S
. l

aw
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an
d 
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if
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em
 p
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ke
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at
? 

Ju
st

 m
y 

op
in

io
n,

 I 
co

ul
d 

be
 w

ro
ng

. 

T
el

l M
e 

If 
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 O
d
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D

o
u

g
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s 
S

p
en

ce
r,
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u
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e 
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“d
o

u
g

s”
 o

n
 L

J 
I’

ve
 ju

st
 h

ad
 a

no
th

er
 c

ha
t s

es
si

on
 w

ith
 S

us
an

. 
T

he
re

 w
as

 a
n 

in
tr

ig
ui

ng
 in

si
gh

t i
nt

o 
pa

rt
 o

f w
ha

t m
ak

es
 m

e 
tic

k.
  I

t 
ne

ve
r s

tr
uc

k 
m

e 
as

 o
dd

, t
hi

s 
fa

ce
t o

f t
he

 w
ay

 m
y 

m
in

d 
w

or
ks

 –
 b

ut
 

Su
sa

n'
s 

ne
ve

r e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

 it
 b

ef
or

e.
  N

ow
 th

at
 I'

ve
 h

ad
 p

oi
nt

ed
 o

ut
 to

 
m

e 
th

at
 th

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 b
it 

of
 c

og
ni

tiv
e 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

un
us

ua
l, 

I 
w

an
t t

o 
fi

nd
 o

ut
 ju

st
 h

ow
 u

nu
su

al
 it

 is
. 

T
he

re
's 

a 
th

eo
ry

 th
at

 th
is

 s
pe

ci
fi

c 
th

in
g 

is
 b

iz
ar

re
, s

tr
an

ge
, t

ot
al

ly
 a

lie
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 p

la
ne

t's
 p

op
ul

at
io

n.
 

I w
an

t t
o 

te
st

 th
is

 th
eo

ry
.  

I w
an

t t
o 

de
sc

ri
be

 h
er

e 
th

e 
ph

en
om

en
on

 I 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

to
 h

er
 in

 c
ha

t, 
an

d 
so

lic
it 

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

bo
ut

 w
he

th
er

 o
r n

ot
 it

's 
od

d.
 

[ 
C

on
tin

ue
d 

in
si

de
, o

n 
pa

ge
 6

 ]

W
h

o
 said

 th
at?

 
 

N
o one guessed the source of the quotation “I’m

 a …
” in issue 1. 

N
or, indeed, the quotation “I w

ent to …
” in issue 2. 

 
T

here rem
ains a faint suspicion that you’re not really trying. 

H
ere’s a third quotation from

 the sam
e source.  T

ry again. 
 

A
 few

 m
om

ents ago, I said to <
nam

e>
, "A

re w
e going to do 

any eating tonight?" and w
aited for som

e response.  There 
w

as a pause.  The bed shook slightly.  I thought that I 
should clarify som

ething.  I added helpfully "…
 of food?" 

2 
3 8 

S
p

o
rtin

g
 S

ectio
n 

 Som
etim

es these poem
s keep you aw

ake until you've w
ritten 

them
.  T

he identities of the tw
o people in this poem

 shouldn't be 
hard to guess. 
 In a state called O

ld D
om

inion there's a girl w
ho stole his heart, 

A
nd he'd gladly be her m

inion, if she'd only play her part. 
A

nd despite the w
ide A

tlantic, and despite the aircraft fare, 
She can't help but drive him

 frantic w
ith his longing to be there. 

In a K
ingdom

 called U
nited, w

here w
as born her m

other tongue, 
Stands a m

an w
ho's so excited by a love that's new

ly young. 
A

nd despite the stupid distance, and despite the heartless facts, 
H

e w
ill overcom

e resistance for the girl that he attracts. 

A
n A

m
erican is longing, and a B

ritish guy is too: 
Though the obstacles are thronging, they are sure to see it through,

A
nd despite that stupid ocean, and despite their other trials, 

They w
ill test their strong em

otion and they hope it ends in sm
iles. 



 
T

h
e 

L
O

C
 B

o
x 

E
ri

ka
 M

ar
ia

 L
ac

ey
 

12
th

 A
ug

us
t 2

00
3 

U
po

n 
re

ad
in

g 
a 

bi
t o

f t
he

 fi
rs

t C
on

ve
rs

[a
t]

io
ns

 it
 s

tr
uc

k 
m

e 
th

at
 it

 
se

em
ed

 th
at

 y
ou

r f
an

zi
ne

 w
as

 a
ll 

to
o 

fa
m

ili
ar

, t
he

n 
I r

ea
lis

ed
 w

hy
: 

yo
u'

re
 o

ne
 o

f t
ho

se
 w

ho
 p

ut
 li

ve
jo

ur
na

l m
at

er
ia

l i
nt

o 
th

ei
r f

an
zi

ne
s.

  
O

nc
e 

th
at

 w
as

 a
ll 

so
rt

ed
 o

ut
 I 

co
ul

d 
ch

ar
ge

 a
he

ad
 w

ith
 n

o 
w

or
ri

es
, r

ea
d 

on
 a

nd
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

at
 n

o,
 I 

ha
dn

't 
re

ad
 th

e 
fa

nz
in

e 
be

fo
re

 a
nd

 
fo

rg
ot

te
n.

 

R
ep

ri
nt

in
g 

bi
ts

 a
nd

 p
ie

ce
s 

of
 li

ve
jo

ur
na

l e
nt

ri
es

 is
 a

 g
re

at
 id

ea
 –

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

gr
ea

t p
ie

ce
s 

of
 fa

nw
ri

tin
g 

w
hi

ch
 g

et
 p

ut
 o

nl
in

e,
 a

nd
 b

ec
au

se
 a

 
jo

ur
na

l i
s 

ki
nd

 o
f e

ph
em

er
al

 o
nc

e 
an

 e
nt

ry
 g

et
s 

be
yo

nd
 th

e 
fr

on
t p

ag
e,

 
go

od
 w

ri
tin

g 
ca

n 
go

 b
y 

un
no

tic
ed

. 

So
m

eo
ne

's 
liv

ej
ou

rn
al

 e
nt

ry
 p

oi
nt

ed
 to

w
ar

ds
 y

ou
r S

ep
te

m
be

r 2
00

2 
po

st
 

ab
ou

t A
nn

e,
 a

nd
 I 

th
ou

gh
t i

t w
as

 to
uc

hi
ng

 th
en

.  
D

id
n'

t s
ay

 a
ny

th
in

g 
in

 
yo

ur
 jo

ur
na

l, 
bu

t y
ou

r w
if

e 
so

un
de

d 
lik

e 
a 

w
on

de
rf

ul
 w

om
an

 –
 a

nd
 th

e 
de

di
ca

tio
n 

pi
ec

e 
yo

u 
w

ro
te

 ju
st

 g
re

at
.  

(S
aw

 th
at

 in
 A

ns
ib

le
, t

oo
.) 

It
's 

ra
th

er
 u

nf
or

tu
na

te
 th

at
 b

ic
yc

le
 p

ar
ki

ng
 is

 n
ev

er
 u

nd
er

 s
he

lte
r o

ve
r 

th
is

 w
ay

, a
t l

ea
st

 in
 B

ri
sb

an
e.

  W
he

n 
on

e 
pa

rk
s 

on
e'

s 
bi

cy
cl

e,
 it

's 
un

de
r 

th
e 

w
ea

th
er

.  
T

hi
s 

m
ak

es
 th

in
gs

 v
er

y 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
in

de
ed

.  
In

 ra
in

y 
se

as
on

 it
 m

ea
ns

 y
ou

're
 g

oi
ng

 to
 s

it 
yo

ur
 b

ac
ks

id
e 

on
 a

 w
et

 s
ea

t. 
 In

 th
e 

m
id

dl
e 

of
 s

um
m

er
 y

ou
're

 g
oi

ng
 to

 g
et

 a
 s

co
rc

he
d 

ar
se

, a
s 

bl
ac

k 
is

 n
ot

 a
 

ve
ry

 h
ea

t-
re

fle
ct

iv
e 

co
lo

ur
. 

O
h,

 fo
r a

 n
ew

 b
ik

e.
  I

 h
av

e 
a 

w
on

de
rf

ul
 li

ttl
e 

fo
ld

in
g 

on
e 

at
 m

y 
di

sp
os

al
, b

ut
 w

hi
le

 th
is

 is
 g

oo
d 

fo
r w

he
n 

I d
on

't 
ha

ve
 to

 d
o 

lo
ng

 
di

st
an

ce
s 

(a
nd

 h
av

e 
to

 g
o 

on
 b

us
es

 o
r t

ra
in

s)
 it

's 
a 

pa
in

 w
he

n 
m

y 
ri

de
's 

ov
er

 a
n 

ho
ur

 lo
ng

 o
r i

f I
 w

an
t t

o 
go

 u
p 

hi
lls

 o
r e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 fa
st

.  
T

he
 

av
er

ag
e 

on
 m

y 
fo

ld
in

g 
bi

cy
cl

e'
s 

12
km

ph
!  

Ju
st

 fa
r t

oo
 s

m
al

l a
nd

 h
ea

vy
 

fo
r a

ny
th

in
g 

be
tte

r. 
 A

lo
ng

 th
e 

lin
es

 o
f M

ax
, I

 d
o 

lik
e 

ra
in

; i
f t

he
 

w
ea

th
er

's 
no

t t
oo

 c
ol

d 
an

d 
I'm

 n
ot

 s
hi

ve
ri

ng
 in

 s
om

e 
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