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D

ouglas says “I’m
 only here to confuse people.” 

T
ed says “I think you’ve succeeded.” 
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 I used to think that L
iveJournal w

as a hugely enjoyable thief of 
tim

e.  T
hat is, until I installed an instant m

essenger client. T
hree 

and a half hours in m
y first session.  I suppose it's all to do w

ith 
the person you're chatting to, rather than the m

edium
. 

 
She w

as thirty-six years old, and he w
as thirty-seven. 

T
hey played on Instant M

essenger and seized a taste of heaven. 
T

hey said m
uch m

ore in three short hours than they had said before, 
A

lthough the subjects touched upon w
ere just a little raw

. 
T

hey still have issues, both of them
: there's w

ork there still to do, 
B

ut online chat enabled them
 to talk those issues through. 

It gave them
 both a needed buzz, their flirty online gam

e: 
It m

ade her feel sixteen again, and he w
as m

uch the sam
e. 

H
e said it w

as "constructive", "therapeutic", w
ords like that 

A
nd she said – w

ell, you read it here. I'm
 pleased w

e had a C
hat. 

 

W
h

o
 said

 th
at?

 
N

o-one guessed the source of the quotation “I’m
 a …

” in issue 1. 
H

ere’s another quotation from
 the sam

e source.  T
ry again. 

“I w
ent to the L

J “sim
ilar users” page and w

ondered w
hy all the 

people I actually know
 are so far dow

n the list.  I looked at the 
journals and profiles of highly ranked people w

ho I didn't know
.  

M
ost of them

 w
ere bisexual leather-clad com

puter geeks from
 San 

Francisco.  I w
ent to m

y profile page and edited it.  I rem
oved “SF” 

from
 m

y interests and substituted “science fiction”.  I w
ent to the 

L
J sim

ilar users page and still, the people I knew
 w

ere dow
n the 

list, just not quite so far.  O
nce again, I looked at the journals and 

profiles of highly ranked people w
ho I didn't know

.  M
ost of them

 
w

ere bisexual leather-clad com
puter geeks.” 
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 b
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 p
ro

fe
ss

io
n,

 b
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g.
 A

s 
he

r c
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d 
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 p

ro
m

is
in

g 
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t f
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e 
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. M
ar

is
a 
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gh

ts
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e 

to
 ti

m
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 s
til

l a
 te
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 is
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he

d 
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te
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ll 
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e 
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 M

y 
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e 
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y 

th
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gh
t a
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 d
ea
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g 
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r, 
to

o 
w

ea
k 

fr
om

 c
an

ce
r a

nd
 th

e 
ch

em
ot
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py
 to

 ri
se

 fr
om

 h
er

 b
ed

, I
 to

ld
 h

er
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at

 I 
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ve
d 
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r, 
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d 
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at

 w
as

 p
er
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ne
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f t
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 m
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s 

I'v
e 
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er
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d.
 A

nd
 w
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 th

at
 s
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e 
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y,

 I 
ca
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sa

y 
th

at
 I 
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ill

 d
o,

 
an

d 
w

ill
 a

s 
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ng
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s 
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e 
is

 in
 m

y 
m
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or

y.
 

 
T

he
 lo

ss
 o

f s
om
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ne

 y
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 o
r l
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ed

, r
om

an
tic

al
ly

 o
r n

ot
, i

s 
a 

sh
ar

p 
pa

in
. S

om
eh

ow
, s

o 
m

an
y 

re
cr

im
in

at
io

ns
 c

om
e 

to
 m

in
d,

 a
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to
 

w
ha

t y
ou

 s
ho

ul
d 

ha
ve

 d
on

e,
 o

r w
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t m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

be
en

. A
ll 

I c
an

 
su

gg
es

t i
s 

to
 tr

y 
to

 le
t g

o,
 a

nd
 re
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