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Bohold}
~ Tho First Scionoo Flotion World Convontion}
Wielocomo frionds and hollo gongeee

Bo sontod, gontlomon and of coursc, all you rarc ladiose

)y

Ve loved your front, Mre Taurasi, Mre Hoskowitz and lire Sykora rospactively

Wo should also havo loved to join your convention. You convention, gontlomon
and scholars, oxcopt for the fact (and scionco fiction frionds take npﬁgj_%ﬁzgﬂu

it wos YOUR convontion, iron bound by porsonalized disputos carriocd to the oxtrome .
ity of tho most high handod juggling of common doconcy and rospcet for tho frecdom
of respoctod mombors to objoct to just such insidious olomonts as show fair to
dcatrov whatovor progress can como from so promising o groupe

OUR OBJECTION .

is not diroctod by porsonal motivos but ra thor by a fooling of oxtrome distaste
for tho stonch of ovorpoworing imbocilitys Wo rogrot tho fact that tho TRIO woro
oithor so sonilo or so ridiculously blind as to bolicvo that wo,

Froderik Pohl, John Be Michol, Donold Ae Wollheoim, Robert We Lowvmdos, Cyril
Kornbluth, Jack Gillospie and tho writor

had gg intontions othor than tho fooling of oamploto friondship and tho

. desire to welcomo all out of town convontionwgoors as warmly as was proven by

our activitios in rogard to mooting various mombors o 8 thoy arrived in Now

- York and ovon in somo casoss providing rooms for them to staye We have our
ovm very good roasons for dotosting the stupidity and orass ungportsmanship
liko attitudo ns was displayod by tho bysnow famous “Bxclusion Act" on
Sunday, July thc soconde Howovor, wo roquost any ono who was influcncod
cithor dircctly or indiroctly against tho convention in any way, %o speak
forth his picco, nowe Wo arc not annoyed, Mre Sykora and claquoe Wo arc
decidodly angry and intond to blast your vory hushehush tactios through cvory
amstour scicnco=fiction mag in tho worlde Tho truc spirit of Sclonce Fiotion,
the real, docont fairemindod fan world has no room for youe Thoy arc unfortuns=
atoly unawaro of your aotivitios which arc in diroct contradiction to thoir
toncts and boliofse But thoy shall bo toldese and wo ask you to conaidor thiss

For lre Taurasi, lre Moskowltz, and Mre Sykorteeees
WE HEAN TO FINISH YOU IN THE INTEREST
OF JUSTICE WEICH CANNOT EXIST UNTIL
: YOUR STRONG ARM TACTICS ARE DISCLOSED

TO WORLD SCIEHNCE FICTTIOT,..
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AN OPEN LETTER TO WILLIAM S, SYKORA § =

On Sundey. July 2nd, 1939, you barred Frederik Pohl, Oyril Kornblubh, Donald
Ay Vollheim, Jack Gillespie, John B, Michel and Robert W, Lowndes from the World
Seoience Fiction Convention Hall,

All published and official notioes of the eonwention anncunced thet it was open
to the public, All goienoce fiotion fans, writerg, oditors and publishers were E-
) EIsorEEnaEer invited, All who attended were admitted exoept the six individuals
mentioned above,

Why, Mre Sykora?

Tgo years were spont in the preparation of the World Convention, Countloss
antagoniams were oreated in the squabbles over its oontrole You, porsonally,
spont a large amount of money both in its preparation and its presentation.
You devotod pronotically nll your liesurc time to building tho Convontion. You
went out of your way to eonciliato profossionals and fans you personally and core
dlally despisods You maneuverod, posed, ploadod hysteriocally for harmony and unity
through tho various organs at your disposal, You ignorod agrooments made by yoursolf
to guarantoo fair and oqual roprosontation at the Convontione You orushod through
tho ovorwholming woight of monoy powor all domeoratie opposition to your dictatorial
control of tho Convontion, whioh ocntrol you shameloasly admittods You oroatod, at
tho oxponso of timo, monay, nervous onorgy, friondship, trust and honor a groat,
glittoring, improssive and folso fromk,

Tho Convontion roprosontod in ossonee, two years of your lifo, Mr,e Sykors. Two
- ycara, given for certain subtlo psyehological roasonas to tho ovents of threo dayse
Your ambitions contored on thoso ovents. You havo publicly admittod that this is
80s

Vhilo the Convontion was in prggress you woro approachod by tho oditors of gévore
al profossional magnzinos, ovory visitor from outside tho Motropolitan district,
gevoral prominont profossional authors and many fans who askod you to admit to tho
Convontion Hall tho poople you barrod,

Your answor, Mre Sykora, was that rather than admit thom you would call off the
Convontion, canocl it, moko it nil, Rathor than admit six perfoctly harmloss people
you woro willing to resolvo into total nothingncss tho offorts of two yoars,

Vhy, re Sykopa, may wo ask? Woro wo armed with machino gung, and bont on viow
lonao? Evidontly you thought so boenuso ngoinst us you arrayod the unanasworablo
foroes of tho law, submitting wo lowwabiding oitismons to tho humiliation of boing
foroed morally boyend the palo of degont, eivilized pooplo,

You throatonod us with tho porils of arrest and ¢onfinomont on falso chargos

booauso wo opposcd, on inbollootunls groundg your diotatopial control of tho Conw
vention,

BY THAT VERY ACT, MR. SYKORA, YOU THREATENED WITH POLICE REPRISAL, FALSE ARREST,
CONFINEMENT, HUMILIATION AND P@SIBLE PHYSICAL HARM EVERY SINGLE PERSON WHO ATTENe
DER THE WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION,

What, lre Sykera, have you to eay in answop?




YOU AGREED WITH ME,
' WELL ¥






